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Mat.28,19. Goe ye therefore,andteach all Nations, baptizin _ &c, 
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Azitols aryiyuen Nitwe. 
P reshyteris._ qui ſunt in Eccleſoa x + bs oporiet, qui fucteſſionem babent ab Apoſts» 
lis, & cum: ſucceſſcone Chariſma veritatis cerrun acceperunt aye Paris — 


” ui ve108 principali abſiſhumt ſucer quocungue loco colligunner 
OT gvel proce & male Loco vel ſcindemes ox thlatos, 2 
5: Omnes bi decidunta veritatez Sophiſte verborum magic eſſe ooo quan diſci- 
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Printed for Andrew Crooke, and areto be ſold at the 
Green Dragonin St, Pavls- Church-jard, 1653. 
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cious, andi impartially porn Layers = 
arc proud, DT and biafſedl by ſecular intereſts. | 
valent are- our enemics grown;\cyen. in marcers of Re 
on; that few can bear, cirher ir diſeaſes, ortheir x 
Albeir the eextreamly _ > yet it can hardly 2 
phinand faithfult ſtile the adi beriveea 
Lens and flatrory;bicre oy d 3 one aniquny 
and. of earring Ir-is ſome mens Religion to have none 
ſetled'by'edycation dr prefettions Otherstavill as all char 
ial been- tanghoor eſtabliſhed: cſteem. their\Levity 
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To the Reader, 
magyhuodren. y£3r3, fed his Church andpeople in all the 
world. WEE Wei Fe add ted: 
Others of deeper reaches takin the advant of ſuSipe- 
pular cafinefſe and credulity, which is lefle 4ephrabte from 
the vulgar, than ſhadowes arc froin 'groſſe bodies, Midy*rs' 
variate and ſhift the extern forms and models of Religion : 
untill the ſacred and cteryall.igtergſts. of Gods glory,and mans 
falvation arc drawn to ſtobp to, or forced ro comply with 
temporary deſignes, and ſecular policies ; where Chriſt muſt 
be madcero ſerve 8elraf , Go4\ue dawngo Memon 1 
Arkmuſt become captive to Bayes, pirty thirn-prge 50-2585 
ricey andRehgion bo onely entertained as a Lackey far Alngh 
bition ; Where there areſuch abafings; diffortings tid Ye- 
formings-of the beauty and reQitude: of: Chriſtian Relipi 4 
( _ the wine - GR op war foes chatity, 
with the Vinepar- of wor / mewn '% d cruekty ): 
can Dee es astoatty thing We —_ 0 wage 
i101, and \ts/hdly-Inftventions, withua an, tr6c, andupright 
genius, bir onely ſuch! five xadulvewe,s the (encrall\umnors, 
parcies, prejudices , and worldly:interrſts of men wiil af- 
ford * which being ({o:divided, :andithwarting cach other, 
twill 'be Hard 40+pleaſe- any; one, without Giipleaſing 
many. : (L20F3: N09 1 121 270169 4 (ir1 91195 2726 9715 ; 2d A 
The Anthor thereforepwho waives aaddied/tonofaftion:) 
nor perfonally injured,ondbliged by any, novel parties but ftu- 
dying only rodiſcharge a good conſcience,as to men;lo.Ghicfy 
toward God, (rhe'a Rncoof mole Henwiok $prinygnghfrep 
grace he hymbly begs'through!/altithis work). neiches-Jeths/, 
nor hopes'to pleaſe any7meng>iwhole paſſionate: ad 
10 any ſidings eitherihcivill or. relgiousconcernmenis,; | 
inclines them rothat calm, judictous,;andcharitable temper, 
which is Scripturall, -Cathohck;andtruly Ghriſtian; 'This)he 
'onely ſtirdits; this. he predeherhi, for this he :praycs; : this-he 
commends; this he admires: Wor: docing /upor- any: reſt. qr 
droſſe, which ancient ant-venerable-Epiſcapuoy (mightin many 
hundted of years-calily comraR', and from whichit-may 3s 
ily be cleared , if men imparnally. fovght. the: things of 


Jeſus: 


Jef: Chrift; ind his Charches' profperity, without gratify- 
- any paſſionin themielyes wt 95 1 Not yet tn 
Avfhdy' any whit! admire thoſe rigid Reformations ; which 
ſome raſh, envious,'or ambitious Presbyrers drive on, who 
know not. how'to ſhave their Fathers beards without cutting 
their throats; [nor to/pair their nailes without cropping off 
theit hands. 'They are unskilfull Chy miſts, who cannot e- 
fine from drofſe withont :conſuming whar is pretious : And 
they are pitiful Empiricks, who cannot purge without caſt- 
ing into Bloudy Fluxes. Norin the laſt place doththis 4po- 
logiſt ſo far temporiſe,as in the leaſt kinde to magnific the vs- 
wentbredkings,” andhoner 'meltings of any. bolder Indepen- 
dents 5 who'make Religion and Retormarion: run'to any:new 
monlds;which they fancyzto Separating,” to Seeking, to Sha- 
&:977, ro nothing that ownes any Ordinance, _—_ —_ 
efa'l fhment, Chriſtian cormunion, or holy profeſſion z be- 
itgiw! olly refalvedinto theſe two principles z the pleafingof 
mſdyes;ind'the eonfonnditigief ochers. | 
- Amidſt theſe faÞdiftra@ions - and various iconfiderces. of 
rien in'their opinrom, and wndertakings,there is nowilc:man, 
bur difctrns the puiſe of mans Ambirion cqually beating in 
ſpirits 'Monarchicall, Ariftocraticall, and Democraticall: as 
tm 9s On in I: 114 6- z; lome 
are for primatyand p:iofity,>others foripauciry and iparity,/a 
third ſort for rOpularity ww vulgarity: Jr. abdetendete 
beſt coniftiturion imany government, is rather from the har- 
nonibus'temperamentatid/proportionatc mixtureofall three, 
'than froir the 'predonnrnance ot anyone , {o-as to. opprefle 
the other two. -Men-of eminent- parts arc- pronoto ro 
| rye wittotany! flatrmeſſeot allay from inferiours : 
cn of 'moderatet abilies 'arecomtent to gocin a joint ſtock, 
mutually {upplying thoſe-defeQs, ro which ſingly they are 
conſcious: Men of 1a ard'meanendowments-are for: hud- 
'ltys one ard all; wherenobne* man is fo much vmfidess 
'of hiniſelf, as indecd heis411rowe tai othersy/ and impa- | 
"Utnt' to fee any thing/ done without him : Whereas in' truc 
wiſdome,the'eminency.ofrhefittithemedioeriry ofthe ſecond, 
3] and 
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To.the Reader; 


be fairly modelled and compoſed, as the: head,'thands, and 
other members of the body are, to:the: common welfare. 
And certainly they did of old (in the; beſt-times-and' terapers 
of Chriſtians) all mect ina moſt happy. harmony, . Church+ 
order, ard conflitution;| no leſſe than the-humours, bloud, 
and ſpirits doc in healthy;and vigorous bodics : All. experi- 
zience tels us that the diſorder-of any-oneof them,-. cauſerth 
fickneſſe, weakneſle,or diſſolution of Chriſtian charity,(ociety, 
and ſweet communion, as to their extern polity and.profe 
of Religion. y ER 
Which ſad effects, or ſymp:omes at leaſt of them. in. this 
Church, this Author with grief and ſhame beholding, - hath 
endeavoured with the greateſt ſerenity and expeducncfle of 
ſoul (before he leaves this Bachs and Aceldama, this walley 
of tears, contention, and confuſion) to aſcend himſelf, and 
lead others, as much.in him. lies, tothe height, and top of 
that Primitive verity, unity and charity, which made Chri- 
ſtians ſo much admired, and venerated, even whenthey were 
moſt c1uelly perſecuted. From which free and #x-ingeged pro- 


* ſpeft, both be and they, may with aclear and full view be- 


hold the later and worſer changes in extern matters of Reli- 
gion; wherein various opinions, and different defignes of 
Chriſtians have cither ſtrayed from ,- or. quite. croſſed the 
oreat road of pious and plain, bearted Antiquity, which no 
doubt beſt knew, beyond all the cenſorious Criticks, and fa- 
Qious- Noveliſts of after times, what was the minde of the 
bleſſed Apeſiles, of the Primitive Martyrsand Confeſlors: 
who moſt exaQtly followed, thoſe merhods, which the A 
ſolical wifdome and piety had preſcribed to thoſe Churc 
they planted, watered and preſerved, chiefly _—_ ar the 
Catholick good, and .common benefit of all Churches. 
From which, privare faxcies, aims and interefts, afterward 
varying, both in opinion and praRtiſe, occaſioned thoſe many 
uncomfortable. ſchiſms, and uncharitable faRtions , which( in 
all rimes, and now as muchas eycr) ſodivide the wxity, de- 


ſroy the charity,and defqra. the beauty of Chriſtian Rell gong | 


.T,o-ths Raader. 

That many, if got moſt Chriſtians, doe not onely read, :and 
hear , —_ and 4:ſpuft , pray, EEERS ; Uhr avs 
and rep#mt, love, or hates damn,or ſaves communicate with, 
or excommunicate one another, moſt-what, our of their natu- 
rall conſtitutions, as they are.of mote calm and cholerick tem- 
zers; or.outof thoſe prejudices and prepolleſſions , which 
cuſtom, and edacatiow have formed in them, cr from adhe- 
rence to parties and mutuall agi#4tiows, whereby they hope to 
drive. on ſome worldly and ſecular concernments z rather than: 
from truc and impartiall principles of right reaſon, Scriptu- 
rall preceps,, and Ecclefiaſticall . grathiſe ;.. which thrcetold 
cord,twiſted intoone,is notcaſily broken: And which,beyond 
all diſputes, affords, both in doctrine. and. diſcipline, in opi- 
nion and praciiſe, asto i»ward piety, and outward polity, the 
ſureſt meaſures ot Religion,and bounds of conſcience z which 
are. then moſt pure and vnblameable, when they look dire- 
ly to. thoſe great defignesandends of every wiſe man and 
good Chriſtian, the glory.of God ,. the honourof Chriſt, 
the peace of the Church, and Sou!es cternall welfare z with- 
out any finiſter ſq»i3tings to ſecularends, or warpings to. 
worldly defignes, which are the moths of Religion, the peſts 
of ſociety, the overlayings of charity, and the Incubaſſes of 
Conſciencez eaſily ſcifing upon Chriſtians of weak judge-. 
ments;-.and ſtrong pafſions;for which we need not goc far ro: 

ſce many and unhappy infaxces. . | 
For,what ſcrious and well adviſed Chriſtian fees not , how 
vehement drawings and impulſes in matters of Religion are 
made upon men by,weak, and at firſt ſcarſe perceptible, baſſes 

. of opinions, and bopes of advantages: How, want of ſol:di- 
ty or ſincerity is. the greateſt. motion of violent affeRions in 
moſt men: How, the leſle they-weigh thoſe things, they call 
Religion and Reformation, the more eagerly they purſue ard 
extollthem *. ( The moſt wiſe and. grac/ow.men. being al-- 
ways the moſt grave and calm,the moſt ſerious and conſtant) 
. Yulgar devotion and heats,like weak-fires,and dubious flames, . 
arc uſually kindled by /ighr fewell, and fomented with 
ſcar materials; Blazing, like Comets, the more prodigioully, 
(2 3) byy 


Torhe: Reader. 
by how much they Rave” more of *3rofle antl carthly vi- 
ours. | 33 RL Paag 
4 Hence, not onely the glory of outward ſucceſſes, arid world- 
ly proſperities, artendirig the number, policy, or prevalency - 
of any faction,makes many Chriſtiatis, (ere they are aware of 
it) turn T«rkes, and ſecretly fiibſcribe to Mabimietamnſm ; 
(which for many ce#ta7ies hath ourvived Chriſtianity inpoinr 
cf v:&orious progreſſes, military advantages, and lairade of 
Emp:re) The current of worldly events, Ike quick-+idts, 
eaſily and undiſcernibly carrying may Chriſtians - from 
that courſe of pious #r:Fzeſſe, and conſcientious exadZneſſe 
in truth, juſtice, and charity, which they ought alivayes 16 
ſteere without any variation, according to rhe clear and fixed 
Word of Godin Scripture ; and no! according to his dark 
permiſſions, or unſearchable worki7gs in providence z which 
are alwayes juſt ard to be admired, as from the divine 
wiſdome and juſtice ; but not alwayes to be approved or 
imitated, as from mans wickedneflc/ard folly ; which like 
oy ſorous drugs are in themſelves deadly and to be abhorred: 
4 a the skill ofthe great and good Phylirian, God, knows 
how to attemper and apply them as Phylick ahd Theriacals, 
to purge, or puniſh ; ro cure, or corre the diſtempers of his 
Church and people. | . 
Nor is itthis 7empration onely of &veits,'(inwhich isa 
ſtreng deluſion, able , if poſſible, ro deceive the ' wery elect z 
wh:ch none bur jteddy judgements, and exa## conſciences can 
reſiſt 5) But eventhe ſmalleſt differences, the moſt ealie and 
triviall conſiderations, which are but” as the diſt 'of the 'ba- 
lance in Reaſon or Religion, in piety or prudence, theſe, like 
motes, falling into ſome mens *es, preſently appcate' as 
mountarnes ; and ſopoſleſſe their fight, that they will owhe 
nothing forRe/zg:0x in any men,or any Church, which appears 
not juſt after that colour, figure and notion, which they 'ate 
taken wi. hall. | 
How many peoples Religion conſiſts much in the very ex- 
tern moces ot arefityg themiclves, or others, inthe faſh:owof 
their own or others clothes, for their plainnefle, or-coſtlineſſe; 


for 


T o.the. Reader: 
fer then 1:og Angiquity:. ; FR in the le , or ſhort- 
neſle 3 4n- y BR of or biding of their b4ir: Hence 
their cenſures , appro ations of others; their 
peers and oſtentations themſelves, even as to piety, 
hich are indced ſeldome ſeen, in 
| joys, yer, oftea inthole proporti- 
rſſer elegancy and decepcy, astoche omtwarg garb, and fa- 
ion, which ſome mens rafticty, ſeverity, or oveolinel 
cannot bear: ). Becauſe they .doe nor underſtand, that, in 
things of this kinde,; nat SIS, bur Nature gives rulcs to 
the \ Reliniengl themy. which is their uſetu'nc{le ,and their 
comclineſſe,..1 Carts, 3,14; And this, not by any. porall 
tynate Brin IPRS, but hy thoſe(( mores genttngs ) 6 pe of 
Counties, and dictates of ſeciaft nature, which nat by writ- 
ten Lawes, [ou by tacit conſent avd uſe doc ſor the moſt 
part preſcribe what is agrecahle to humanity, modeſty, and 
civility; iwhich cuſtomary meaſures and civill rutes of orna- 
ment 2nd awward faſbions.yn any.countrey, arc not ſcrupulp 
£0 be quarxelled at 3, nor onal neglected , nor more 
rerained.; but may wie f ſracdeme, and ingenuity be pled. 
and altered, accordin genius of all things, of _ 
tern mgde and. f: faſhogw, as; Aoarhing, .drefling, building , 
, fortifyings peaking OE ET depend much ,up- 
onthe "Faricjes of men ; a ac erate > Without, any 
ſin, or (mmorality z as all things are, within the compaſle of. 


mortality. 
How many mens Religion lies in their 4doniration of ſome: 
,mens;perſons,, gifts, PIRtYs: 306 oppoſed 
,of —_ ſet, way, body, trarernity, and cenfeder 4h 
ries they haye: but .an 1 MW, : their ol, 


they glory to- _ a Levite t0 Prieft 
_ eat infirmitiesz and. plied; men #1 errors; 


\foul diſes 6&:oft atrond fair faces : Noting ſeRaries will wor- 


tho;prfgendarof their Prigits, and.m, W 5, oh is mgſt* 
Supthegeirdeat ec bhcie) rſt Seo Ys8, 'wapy 


filly ſouls oſeenyogvary 3ghere m er of | 


1enorance ,{ctoff mcely with impudence ;, 
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To the"Reater. | 

of all-true worth for ability and authority'is attended -with 
the want of all ſhawe and —__ Factidus ſpirits itt poorpeo-' 
pie makes them content to have their Rel:giomhatcht under 
the wing ard feathers of any fooliſh and uncleanbird. 

In how many Chriſtians is their Religion blown- vp, (as. 
the paper kites of boyes ) meerly with their own brearh,. or 
other mens applauſcs , ſerring off all thatis done'in#heirr wap 
with the Evihites of rare, pretious, holy, grictow,' ſpiritu- 


all, ſweet, d,vine, Saint-like, &rc. when yer' wiſe men, thar 


weigh their boaſtings, evidently finde, much of thoſe mens 
Religionto be deformed with Mimicall affeations of 'words' 
and phraſes, with ſtadied tops, Icurrilous' &xpreſſionr;an- 
tick' geftures, and ridiculous behaviowrs: *Mych in' them is 
pa by the length, lowdneſſe, tumultuarinefle, _— 

ey 


\ redneſſe and confuſedneſle even of thoſe daties, whic 


count religious, holy, and ſpirituall:- whichare ſo far ſcan- 
dalous, and ſufpeRed'ro ſober Chriſtians \ as they finde 
them not onely full of fa&tion , bur* alfo deFr/2ure of thar 
common ſenſe, order, comelineſſe, gravity, diſcretion; reaſon . 
and judgement, which are to be found in others: from whom 
they ſeparate not out of ſcruple ſo muchas ſcorn not out 
of conlcierce, but pride and arrogancys when yet t 
bring forth, after all their ſwelling and tympanies, nothing 
comparable to what others in an mae fr 4 have-done, 
cither for the ſoul and eſſere of Religion, which is r1rarh and 
charity ; or for the body and ornament of it, ſo far as it appears 
to othcrs in order and decency. 2. 0:98] | vaulk 
Many havelittle that rhey can fancy, or call Religion (in 
them, bur onely a prone for that ſide, to which they take, 
a morofencfle, cenſoriouſneſſe, and- ſupercilious indiffe 
rowards all; but thoſe whom they count theirs. Vehement- 
ly oppoſing, what ever Adverſary they undertake, abhorting 
all they doc, or hold in piety or prudence; branding iallthey 
like nor with the: mark Ul Amichriſt z and cryin »downe 
what ever by any Chriſtians is diverſly abſerved 1ntbe fa- 
ſhion of their Religion : Hente tmany-of the 1/owef\ form 
of Chriſtians, place much of their Religion, in i#novarin 
Church- 


Fry Toude Reader. 

Church government; contending for diſciplines diſpuri 
againſt bf Liturgies: in penny, Porn ceremonies; in ha 
ing the air, and fighting with the ſh«dows of Religion : the - 
meaſure of all which, as to piety, prudence and conſcience, 
ſtands in their relation to the main ed, Gods glory, the. 
Churches peace, and the ſalyation of ſovles, which, where- 
ever they are with truth, holineſle, orcer, and charitycar- 
ried on in any Church, Chriſtians need no more- ſcruple 
the extern form and manner, whercin they are decently 
fer forth z than they necd quarrell .at the roome, table, | or 
diſh, where wholeſome meat is handſomely preſented to them; 
whether in a plaincr or more coſtly way. - 4 

Others of more airy and elevated fancies, are — 
in Millenary dreams, religious fantaſms, Apocalyptick rap- 
ures , 1s accompliſhments , not caring much hoiy 


they break any moral precept of Law or Golpel , if th 
ie hercdy they may help 10 fulfil 4 Pr ecy 5 whicls . 


every opiniaſter is ' prone to imagine 'ftrongly portendeth 
the qa nap of hi ——_— way- in Religi- 
on ; untill they come to ſuch a ſoveraignty, as may be able 
to govern and oppreſſe others  - their Mopficall Hadys 


| humors be- 
ing never ſatisfied, bur in -fancying themſelves as Kings , 
and reigning with Chiiſt, Not in the inward power of 
his gtace and ſpirit ( which is! a Chriſtians commendable 
ambition) joined with an holy and humble ſubje&ion toGod 
and man'y which: makes them conquerours' oyer the luſts 
in themſeves, and their love of the world 5 whence flows the 
greateſt peace both to Churches and States : but in that extern 
- worldly power and policy which enables them torule others, 
after the ſame bloudy arts and cruel methods of government, 
which Zimri,' of Herod, or Alexander, or C4 ar exerciſed 
and not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was meck and lowly , 
as one that ſerved and obeyed. And hercin not onely-+ 
weak, illiterate and fanatick vulgar are- oft obſerved ro-a& 
mad and ridiculous pranktes in Religion; but even men of 
ſome learning 4nd ſeeming piety, ofc loſe | themſelves' in 
their wild, and melancholy rovings which make all Pro- 
(b) phecies 


proportionable to thar fixed light and ample glory, whi 


them into fteerds , and ſmall pieces by. the /irele 


WA ww 
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cies ſound to their tu#e, and to be for their party and - 
ze roy though never ſo novcll, ſmall and i 
ble: Nothing is more eafily abuſed even by-caſic wits, than 
Prophetick emblemes, and alluſions, which like: ſoft” waxe 
are capable of ſcycrall ſha : and figurations, by which, 'nv 
doubr, the Spirit of G94 aimed. at the enerall eſpe and 
erand proportions of the Catholick- Church in its viſible pro- 
teffion and outward eſtare:: for whoſe uſe all Scripture is 
wr.tten, and tv whoſe elevation, or depreſſion, either in the 
Orthodoxic, or corruption ef dodrine z in its integrity, or 
ſchiſm:s-z in irs-peace, or perſecution, prophecies are gene- 
rally calculated ; and in no fort to thoſe leffer occafions, ob- 
ſcurer events, or alterations , incident 10 particular ' per- 
ſons, coxnmries, or Churches. Ir is hard to diſcerne the 


Star of Prephecy fo over any one man, or place, or time, - | 


as that was over the houſe where Chriſt was in Betblehow , 


.Hence many meteors, falling Stars, and faruous fircs, are 


frequently diſcovered in the writings of fancifull and facti- 
ous menz asif all they did, or defired, or approved, were 
evidently forctold and commended in the Revelation .'In 
whoſe. Vidions one fees this Princeſs s another (res rhat 
learned man; a third, that State or Kingdome 5 a fourth, 
that Commander and Conqueror, &c. — as men 
hſt to fancy themſelves, or flatter others, whoſe ſparks are 
tar cxtinR, and their glory preſently vaniſheth, as no way. 


the ſpirit of hecy. holds forth, chiefly to the Chriſtian 

—_ in oppoſeion. 10 Heathens, — or Amichrifts. . 
After the way of theſc non paſlionate me- 

thods of fome. mens- rpreting ; and milapp'ying 
Prophecics; great Religion, we ſec, hath been placed by 
ſmall. mindes, in pulling down and ares at ana- 
ent order and government of. Epiſcopacy , ( which was in- 


Y» 


all _—_— as _—_ England, ways tr firſt 
of -Chriftianity : ) o in {crting up. the / of an. 
headkflſe Elderſhip and Pres 75; Orin | 6 pony Gar of - 


Tothe Reader. 
ardiney': How doc co oY in their dividing and 
deſtroying the ancient goodly frames of Churches , thatthey 
may new modell them to their wear way of calling , 
chafing,and ordaining of Minifters:Many boaſt much inthar 
forſaking' the calling and communion of all former Mini+ 
ſters and religious aſſemblies,” in 'their defpiling and © de- 
moliſhing the very places of publique mecting to ſerve God 
(which, not conſcience of any divine particular _ $ * 
bur commer reeſon and civility have prefented Qhri lan 
Religion withall, for its honour and its profeſſors conye+ 
niency.) | 
Some, here with us. in Pngland, (a | lace whoſe Genime 
much diſpoſeth people to prop ecies, ovehies, and varictics) 
are (as Pyewelron with his Image) ſo inamoured with their 
( Corpuſculo's) the little new bodies of their gathered 
Churches, _ that they deny any National Church in any 
larger afſe veg, of Chriſtians, by harmonies of confeffion, 
peaceable ſubordinations , yea , and many will allow 
no Catholick Church, nor any religious ſenſe tothar article 
of our Creed, denying any true Church atall to be now 


in the world. Sowe place all Church pou in paucitics, 


in paritics, in pepular lcvecllings, and Independencies , 0- 
thers contemn all rhoſe brokew bodies, as ſchiſmaticall flips , 
having nothing in them of that goodly beauty , ſtature, 
ſtrength, and integrity, ro which the Church of Chriſt 
was wont to grows and wherein it flouriſhed and conti- 
nued confpicuous ſo many hundred of years, before theſe 
novelties were broached or brewed, either in Exgl/ana, or any 
other Countrey. | 
The height of ſome mens Religion and Reformation is, 
to have neither Biſhops, nor Miniſters, of the ancient ewtho- 
rity, ſucceſſ10n, and ordination ; Others refuſe theſe alſo of rhe 
new Presbyterian hy ( which is not much older herein 
England, than the figure and fuperſcrip:ion of the aft coin) 
A third will have no Mizifter , but ſuch as the common 
_ ſhall try,” chuſe, conſecrate, and judge. Some will 
no Miniſter ar al}, by office, or divine miſſion: others 
; | (b 2) will 


E 
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will have any mana Miniſter or Prophet thr liſts.tomakez 
or call himſelf one. In like. manner ſome will allow Beptiſes. - 
to no Infants z others ro none but ſuch, whoſe parents they 
judge tobe Saints; a third baptize the children of all. thar. 
proteſſe they beleivethetruth of the Goſpelly a- fourth, ſor, 
deny the uſe of any water, Baptiſms at all 3. By. a, Carabeptis, 
ficall boldneſſe, or blindenefſe, magiſterially OMAONGs 
and ſophiſticaily diſputing, againſt the expreſlc letter of the 
Scripture; againſt the command of Feſiws Chriſt; againſt the. 
prattiſe of all the Apoſtlesz and againſt the cuſtom of all 
Chriſtian Churches : Pretending, as a rare and warm in- 
wention; that the Boptiſme of fire and of the Spirit, 
(which they now at laſt hold forth ) will both ſupply and. 
explode that colder ceremory of ſprinkling or dipping in wa- 
ter. It is ſtrange theſe Rabbies and Maſters in; 1ſrae/ ſhould. 
be fo filly, as not to know, that long before their brain 
brought rh any ſuch blaſphemous brood againſt baptizing, 
by. water, all judicious Chriſtians ever eſteemed baptiſm by 
water to bc an exters fgnand meanes, by which the wiſc- 
dome of Chriſt thought fic to adminifter to his Church 
on earth, not onely that d:#iniive mark of being his 
Diſciples , but alſo the repreſentation of his blond, ſhed for 
their redemption, and the obſignation of that Baptiſmall. 
grace, which his Spirit confers on thoſe that arc his by the 
cleanſing of the confcience, and renewing of the inward man : 
1 Pet. 3.21. Chriſtians, muſt not after the ſhort and more 
compendious methods of their fancies, therefore negle& the 
ſign or ceremony, becauſe they preſume ofthe thing figni- 
ficd ; but rather with humble obedience doe the duty and. 
uſe the mcanes divinely inſtituted , that they may obtain 
the grace offered. On the ſame grounds, all outward Xci-- 
niftrations among Chriſtians may be deſpiſed and aboliſhed, 
by thoſe that pretend to the Spirits inward efficacy; which 
is never in any man that doth not obey the Goſpell in its 
outward mandates, as well as the Sp:rit in its inward mo+ 


tions : Proud, idleand ignorant fancies are dayly  findi 
ſhorter wayes to heaven than the. wiſdome. of Ds. 


To the Reader, 


laid out to his Churchy in SM which no good 
Chriſtian can-judge, that there is' either piety, peace, or 
ſaf 0 af | 

Some boaſt much of their Page and plauſible gifts, 
for knowledge, utterance, prayer, &c. others ſlight all,bur in- 
ward grace, and the Spirits dwelling in thens. Some dote much 


upon their ſeled fraternities and covenanting congregations z 

others are onely for private il/uminations, \olitary ſeckings, 

ſublime raptures, and higher affurances. Some admirethems- 
ſelves in their tedious fridFneſſes, and ſeverer rigors,” by” 
which they gird. up the /oins of their Religion fo trait, 

that it can hardly take civill breath, or the airof common: 
courteſic : others joy, as much, in+ the Liberty they fancy : 
themſelves ro have attained bethrof opinions and actions. 

Some make every thing a fin and errour, which they like 
not; others count nothing a ſin, to which they have an 
impulſe, and are free as they call it, Some zolerate all 
wayes of Religion in all men, till it comes to be-+ private 
Athciſme, and publique confulton ; others crack all frings, 
which will not be wound upto their pitch, damning and 

deſtroying all, that are nor of their particular mode and: 
hereſie, th h neverſo novel, and differing not onely from 
the Catholick praQtiſe of the primitive Churches, bur alſo- 
from the expreſle rule of the Scriptures, 

Whom would not. theſe monſters of novelties, varietics, 

and contradiftions among Chriſtians in their Religion, as 
ir is- Chriſtian, and reformed too; even amaze and greatly 

aſtoniſh? ready to ſcare all- men from any thing, that wee 
in Eneland call Religion, Reformation, Church, or Conſci- 

ence; if judicious, choiſe and well grounded Chriſtians did 

not (as they doe) ſeriouſly confider- theſe things, which 

may eſtabliſh them in that holy profeſſion of this Church , 

wherein they have been bopdanfend educated * 

Firſt, the xaturall levity and inſtability of mens mindes z. 
which can-have no fixation (like the wagnetick needle) bur 
onely in one point, or lincz, where it is: in” conjunure. 
with its Zoadſtoe, the Trwwh of God; from which, while 

(b 3) eo the. 
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the minde 1s wandering, and: ſbaking, ut is prone to love: 
noveltie with lies, and detriment, rather than wonted things 
of religion with #ruth, and benefir. The sching humors, 
of mens laſciviest farcies and luſts, chuſe to ferarch them- 


ſelves to bloud and forcneſſc, rather than enjoy a conſtane. * | 


< 


ſonndneſſe, which. diſtempers among thoſe of the reformed 
Churches, never want vigilant and ſubtill fomenters z 
whoſe deſign is, to ſpread any infection among Proteſtawis 
to the moſt pcſtilent contagious that ſo they being ſick 
and aſhamed of themſelves, under the ſcandals, and maed- 
z::ſſes of that profeſhon, they may, at laſt, ſeck to Rowe 
for cure, na. entertain forain Phyſitiavs z who will calily 
perſwade ſuch diſeaſed ProteFants, that thoſe old ſores and 
lingring maladies (with which th.c Romiſh mo hath a long 
time labourcd, and with which it is juſtly charged, however 


it refuſe to be healed) are much ſafer for ſoles, than theſe 


new quick feavers, peltilent Agues, and deſperate Apoplexies 
amorg us; which threaten utterly to kill all picty, ro de- 
ſtroy all Chriſtiaricy, 10 extirpate all charity, and diſ- 
ſolve all ſociety both as men, and as Chriſtians: while 
neither morals, nor rituels of Chriſlianity are obſerved , 
reicher the ſupzrſtruure of :Catholick cuſtomes , nor the 
foundation of Scripture commandsz mcither truth,nor peace 
th.ngs of p cty, or *Chriſtian polity, are inviolable : bur all 
o!d things muſt be diſſolved paſſe away, that ſome 


.mcn may ſhe their $kill ro create new heavens and new 


earths, in which, not order and rightcouſneſſe, bur all inju- 
riouſneſle and confuſion muſt dwell. 

Secondly, beſides this innate fondnefſe of men, which 
is —__ finding out new (evill, or vain) inventions, ( as 
unwholeſome bodies are ever breaking out ) there are al- 
ſo crafty colonrings, and politick __— of piety, which 
grow as ſcurfe or ſcabs, gver thole prorient novelties of 0- 


p:nion: by which unwonted formes ( as with ſevera!l wi- 
zards and plaiſters) hypocriſie ſeckes as ro amuſe the vul- 
gar, fo to cover, and hide its canning, and crucltyy, its 4- 
wvarice, ambition, revenge, and forte 


: ſtill avoiding the 


diſcoyctics 


___ Totbe Reader, 

. diſcoveries of its deep plots and wicked defignes, by ſprcie 
ous pretenſions of ſerving God in fome more acceprable 
way, and better manner, than others have done, when in- 
deed every true fadZionift, who 15 Maſter of his Art, atlaſt, 
winds up the thread of that Religion he ſpins, upon his own 
bettow, 10 as may beſt” ſerve his own zarn, nor is he ever 
ſo modeſt, ſo mortificd, or fo ſclf-denying, with his -pious 
novelties, but that he will poſleſlc himſelf and his party 
of any places for worldly profit , power or honour, 10. 
which he can attam; though it be by the violent and unjuſt 
ruining and owting of others: which1s no very great (ymp:om. 
of an amended or heightned Chriſtian. | 

to-confider 


holy, and com 
unitics 


| —_ z 


f all unwarran- 
table and unjuſtifiable commotions:in Church or Srate. Nor 
dec men eycr intend that ſuch victories (which begin wich 
the tazgne or por, and end intlic h:nd-and ſword: com- 
mencing with picty: and: religion. but concluding with ſo- - 
veraignty and! on;) ſhall 'be-cther inglteions vr fr | 

Clicg, 
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To the: Reader. \ | 
leſſe 4 Seditious and ſchiſmaticall Champ/evs for Religion 
will be ſurc (as ſoone as they have power ) to' carve out 
their own crowns and rewards ; 'the determination of { 
in conſcience, and differences in opinion, muſt end, not 
onely in imperiows denying others, the Lberties of conſci- 
ence (at firſt craved or contended for) but in the outing - 
others of different mindes, from their yan, callings, pro- 
firs, .and enjoyments: which is very far from that raking 
up the croſſe of Chriſt and following him, from being 
crucified to the world in its Juſts, * <a vanity, as be-' 
comes thoſe that will be Chriſts Diſciples, in verity, ju- 
ſtice, and charity: To ſuch mountains of changes and mighty 
oppreſſ:ons doe little wole-hils in Religion uſually ſwell , 
when the juſtice of God ſuffers piety to be both poyſon- 
cd with policies, and Religion perverted with humane paſ- 
fions. Little —_—_— in Religion, (like Crocodiles egs) 
bring forth proargies z which arc cyer growing greater, till 
they dye; adding f#ry to fation z paſpon to opinion z, crs- 
elty to novelty z Self-:intereſts ro Conlcience : Divine ven- 
geance oft puniſhing fin with fins extravagancics of judge- 
ments, with exorbitancies of deeds, ſuffering the greater 
luſt, or ſtronger faRion (like pikesin a pond) to deyoure 
the lefler; and one error to be both executioner and heir 
to another , Becauſe men obeyed not the Truth in love ,, nor 
practiſed what they knew, with a pure heart, in an humble, 
meek, and charitable converſation , which alwayes chuſeth 
rather to ſuffer with peaceful! and holy antiquity, than to 
triumph withturbulent and injurious novelty. . 

From which have riſen thoſe many Church-Tragedies,as 
of ancient, ſo of later times, which make the b/oxd of Chri- 
ſtians, (ycaof Jeſus Chriſt too) ſo cheap axd wile in onc 
anothers cycs: Hence thoſe '#nffanched effuſions ; thoſe un- 
cloſed wonnds, thoſe irreconcilable fewds, thoſe intraQa» 
ble ſoresz thoſe wide gaping gw/phs of faftion and diviſion, 
malice and emulation, war and contention, - which :arc cn- 
larged and dcep like hell, threatning to & br up and 
exhault whole kingdomes, flouriſhing Nations, and famous 

Churches : 


* 
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Charches, ſometimes profeſling —_— , and reformed 
{ Religion, with order, | peace, andtruth. - 'Where now conn- 
treymen, and neighbors, kindred and brethren, Miniſters and 
people , teachers and diſciples, arc fo far from that charity, 
| ſympathy and compaſſios becoming beleivers in Feſus Chriſt, 
| ( (o as to weep with thoſe that weep,- and tor rejoice with * 
thoſe that rejoice?» that:contrarily, there;is nothing almoſt 
| to be heard or: ſcen;-but ſuch a face of crwelty| and confuſion, 
as a ſbipwrack, a troubled Sea, or Scarefire is wonted to 
preſent: The #eares'of ſome mingled with their owne, or 
others. bloud-z.. the crys and fighes-.of ſome: with the laygh+ 
fer of others :. ſmiles with forrowes, -hopes with :defpaires , 
Joyes with terrors ;:|L«ment«tions of ſome with the triwmphe 
of others. The inſolency.of any-prevailing faRion hardly 
| enduring the: »nderling or ſuppreſied: party, to plead their 
chokes by law.or, prep ameodeplend lofles;de>- 
| feats,povcrtics,and;appreffionswhich they cither feel or fear; 
* mor, yet :10-enzay the liberty of-their +Conſcientes; 
| And all this ſtrugling, fury and-confuſionbo:b in/Church 
| and State meerly to: bring forth, -or to nouriſh up ſome 
' PhareFor Eſas, ſome opinionorfiadtion, which. mult come 


rid ſcene and. faſhion, and on ſuch: Theattrs (of : muruall 
| malſacrings ; fightings. and-wars) are divided/ Churches, 
| broken fachiany RC —— _—_ ready 
| to at their {ad and; ſavgv:nary perts.of:'Religionz (if these 
be nat. wile and: powerfull Magiſtrates, torcurband reſtrain 
| "them, )/2yome mens: ſpirits: are: quer dancin :In.the crroles 
of Re gris ;” trampling;pnthorumes of: Ghyrches od 
States, \ef chariryſandpeagersil ne os . 
wearied, with rofeſſeagitations g.: viany'things,'a 
| long purſuing, nothing; Ever :hui dr: #qvelier,\.and 
following viel eenclſerend- 0 | 


AUMHhaK i 91d, diproj 
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making 


nt {ene wad and: prevaile. by: violence; After. this hor- 


To the Reader. 
making, though never ſo fantaftick and ridiculousy than' 
_ ancicnt robes of 'a wile and grave Counſellour , 
never ſo rich and comely; preferring a rent or piece of Chriſt 
coat before the whole and entire garment. 
Thus, i ever learning, fancying , cavilling , conte 
* diſputing, and, if they can, deſtroying one another for-mar- 
ters of religion, poore mortals and conſunptionary Chri- 
ſtians tear orhers, and tire out themſelves, untill ( having 
thus waſted the fervor of their ſpirits, and more yourbſull 
aRivity of their lives) at lengrh the dulneſſe of Pepe he 
burthen of infirmities, or the Foie of rhcir ,''or 
the decline of their faction, - or the waſting of theireſtares, 
cr the conſcience of their follies, or he - »5'of death, 
ſo-diſpirit and appale theſc ſometimes (0 great Eealots and 
fſticklers, for what they call. qr car} Nw har they a 
like very Thoſts, and Cartaſes of Chriſtians bitnde, 
naked, withered,- deformed, 'and tarrered in ; their Religion? 


both as ro.Confcience' comfort, —— Far enou TIC 


knowes) from that ſoundneſſe of ol ar that'{ 
in the 0 that ſobcrneſle _ cal BR char 


oy Ava, which 
ve been, and 
Nope that is, 5, know: 


and ſelf-condemning priftes $5; Th kth Farina wrig of * 
the. 
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Forde Reader. 
the Soripturesy in the onthe Miniſtry of 
the Word, andaltother h | ured, 1 i tuo gti ent 
projers z in Catholick communion with charity all 
that profeſſe to be Chriſtians, in a parient,” meek, order- 
ly, juſt, and honeſt converfation toward all men wharſo- 
ever. 

From whothet fwerves,tho h withnever olpeld- 
ous and yon efail aberrations, which vulgar mindes*may 
think gay and glorious novelties rof Relig p92 wa like es fy 
ing; of Smwew Magas,or Nahomets c z yet 
pitied, not followed, by. any childrew of 2596 ey * etich 
is from above, both' arr nad y momapy irs 3. 17. Whoſc 
lawful pr pay __ rofeffors of pare Re/igion, and undefiled, 
have in 2 n, 2$ in worth far ſuperiour, ſo in 
len an power of inferior to the | aged iſſues, > an 

ones for 2 tiews _ as cafily 
into fraZures among themſelves , as they naturally con- 
federate againſt that onely crue and leginmate of: ſpring of 
Heaven, Tree Keligios : which is (as the Pacts feigned 
of Palles) the edenghter of the Divize minde, the antes 
fil Dt uote f oY apa qty» 
_ ort Q it wayes n Fe 
'brough that power, wiſdome, md love, which are- 
in __ nl aliens, infinite perfeiong, and eſfenti- 
all nmr emp rapiy 4 the I Nature everlaſt- 
recreates enjo (- cn. 
feel ho 2 ter the Eee pinks &' my ious 4 
adorable Perſons of —_ Sos, nd 4 Che, 
is aft bly variey wich an Happy Inity yaaral rele, 
an effentalt identity [0 fre, mbar 
Religion in few = Ma "Zoew ad f God: 
Beleive and | ohallh. ny in ch bee, WAL anc 
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ſerved: the great and confuſed variations. of many: Chriſti-- 
2ns, 35 in allages, ſo never more than inthis; his-intent 
in this work muſt be, and is, (as he faid ) Not to gratifie 
any. ſide er faQtion, neyer ſo fwols with plauſible | preten+: 
ſions, with, pleaſant fancies, wich. gainfull ſucceſſes z/ qr 0s. 
vererown with ſplenitick ſeverities, and melancholy diſcon- 
tents: but onely te make good by the zmpartiakiry of clear 
Scriggure, ſound Reaſon, and pureſt Axvigniy, that ſtation, 
and office , whercin the providence. of God. hath 

him, (and many others, far his betters,).. in the. publique 
Miniſtry of that Religion; which 2s Chrittian and reform-- 
ed, was cſtabliſhed and profciſed. here- in. the. Church of 
England, Which, 'of any Reformed Church, hath ever 
ſince the Reformation had the honor, of bcing,. both. much 
admired, and mightil _*pp ſed : So that. its miraculous 
Xacc, and proſperity for 10 many years pa as they were 
yo cffe&s of Gods indulgence; and of.x great wiſdome, 
of governours in Church and State; fo they were alwaycs- 
ſct off and improved by thoſe many and [marr fake 
ons, both forain and domeſtick., which were made againſt. 
it, both as to. its truth and peace, its .doctrine.. oy dir: 
{cipline. 1 » F , renin whe ge 
All which, menof excelent learning, and {ues in» this 
Church, have valiantly ſuſtained , and happily repelled , 
ro the great advancement of Gods glory, the proſperity of 
his Nation, the henourof this reformed Church, andthe 
comfort: of all. judicious Chriſtians; And. this. was. chiefly 
done by the able and accurate Fecal the godly and learned. 
Miniſters, who needed (in thoſe times) no other defence on 
their, part, eicher for order, (government, / maintenance , 
Miniſtry or doGtrine; . All which were. then, proſerved 
from vulgar injuries an Jalgencrs by.. the ſame. power 
and ford, which defended thoſe, Gil. ſands amd 
lawcs » which eftabliſhed and preſerved. all things of: ſa- 
cred and Zcilefiaſtick, as well as of civill and ſecu/a can- 
Cmaps us Ai: ba; 2g nilg did got : 


"72.20 - Wals: 
; oo 


| CaJ} 
- 


wars and" diſſenfions, have broughe forth” ſuch grett rbye-- 
lations-and changes mChurch \and State x 'wherem' Scholars * 
and Churchmen, inſtead of pens and bookes, have to contend - 
with ſwords and piſtols. Which weapons of carnall warfare, 
were- unwonted -ta be applyed cither rothe 'planting;propt- 
gating: dr-teforming of Chriſtian Religion's Hy 
ro be uſed forthe preſervation of what isby law 'eſtabliſh=- 
od, from' ſrdit:0w:' and. ry nn 3 (For it 
was not the vinegar, but the oil of ChriſtianReligion nor: 
its fierinefle, butts: meckneſſe;, 7 not its forcey but irs'/pari-" 
ence, thaz ever: madeits: way throvgh the” tardeſtvocks, cand\ 
hearts.) "And bytheſe ſtrange \ Engines, theſe new" ver of 
fieſb, we have hitherto onely ſeen aQed-and fulfilled-with 
much -horrer, miſery and: confuſion'; thoſe: rhings 'in this* 
Churchand Nation whictr were foreſcen | and-forerold by 
ro eminent, and: learned perſons, yerof different opinions; 
as-to the extern matters: of ' Zecteſtaſticall: polity; * Mr i "Ri- 
chard Hooker, 'and Mz:iThomas Brightman; theone inthe pre- 
face. to his Eccleſiaſticall polity: the other: im his comment- 
on thethird chapter of the Rewelations. Who many years a- 
g0e in tines 6f: peace; ard ſetledneſſcin this'Chutch of Eg 
tard faretel not by any infallible ſpiritof: propvery; (forthen 
the {ater 'ofthtm would nortbave been {o 'Imuch® miſtaken? 
in the fete of his dear Phr{ddelphia of Scorlend) bur meer- 
ly out of pradence,: conjeturing , what was probable ro 
come to paſſe,according to the fears ofthe-one, 'and the hopes - 
of the others in caſe: the then ſpreading; thonghiſuppre(- 
fed differences and rties-in [Religi j-(vwhich they. then 
ſaw made.many {24/oufly' &boldly diſconrented) camero'6b- . 
tain ſuch power, astvery fide aims -at, when they'Pprerend ro 
carry,on matters of. Reljgivny and! Reformation. ' wherein; 
imm ederetion. being uluatty ftited: Jroby) > abd wvoderation., 
Iukewarymeſſe yiit was calieqor ſagaciofis)mentotoreſecang 
foretell; what! exceſſes, -the-2gan <OfDinferionp 5d 

in -all'probabilicy urgt _ Joperiobrs ; if ever thee majth 
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Tothe Reader. 


uſuall-; which at the very firſt vre. and advantage, 
ul which # th pry Gf rptre a udriage 5 
obedience, and fſabjefion to: governours in Church or * 
State 3; without which: liberty and ab-alution, . ir isnor poſſi 
ble rocarry on by force any Novettics and pretended amend- 
ments of Religion contrary to whar is eſtabliſhed in any 
Church or Nauan. | | ts 36 
Indeed, we fee, to our ſwwart and ſorrow; thatthe de/nge 
foretold would break in, hath fo overflowed this and 
neighbour Churchcs;that not only Mr. Br:ghtmess Þlear-ey'd 
Leab, his odious Perinnab, his ſo abhorred Hicraoby, (the E- 
piſcopall order and eminency )buteven his beloved Rechol,his 
acmired Hannab,his divine Presbytery itfelt; yea & the whole 
funRtion of the —_— feels, and fears the terror of that 
izundation, which far beyond his d;vinasien, hath prevailed, 
not ory over his ſo deſpifed Eeadices, which he made to be 
type ofthe Church of Znelend,(truly)aor wichour pffion and 
partiality, (as I think with far wiſer mea ) 'He nor calmly 
diſtinguiſhing between the conſtitution and cxecucion of 
things: between the faults of perſons, and the order'-of 
places: between what was prudemialt ; and whar iis ne- 
cellaryz what is tolerable, and what-is. abominable in any 
Church, as to its extern form and polity : bur alfo' over 
his darling and ſo adored Philadelphia, which' he makes 
to anſwer to the Scottiſh, Palatinate or Geneve form of Pres- 
byterian government and diſcipline, as if that Church of 
Philadelphia in its primitive conſtitution under the prefi- 
dency and government of its Angell, had any thing different 
from,or bertet than the other neighbour Churches;: which is 
no wa + wap nor appears cither in Scripture or Eccleſi- 
aſticall ſtories ; However; it might be commendable in 
its or. Prefident, for its greater zcal and cxaRter care 
me; and order which it 
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England ow yet erarF :; 
Foe. pr oerna Ir ml be conbied chan the fins of all 


ſorts of Chriſtians in this — wr hear wenn 


much as any, -have made them nasſcomand-burthenſometo 
the Divipe pervence; both intheir forrnalities, and 
fulſeme affeitations\ of Religion; | In 
30d - -crapticr arities: So-'thar--Gods: parrence 'Onco 
rurned into jaft fury, hath indced terribly powred:our his 
VEnE ee Es raged amr we |Nation : by 
wijeries, contempt $O0Ver» 
arty i the' Faceiof: this Church 4; x{ as: of old 
war eee an Ehiſms waſted che: 8.9 _ 
Latip Churches) not more, pars. 
as, ny _— pace. _— 
&5 Ys ce ns WaAirch 
NY heck: ,Ereat imeans-tO- rey | :\rheſe 
overflowing... ſtreams +/ Which mathing)):bur other mighty 
r of Ged, by the. help of and wic men,..car re+- 


boke and aflwage "are the face Lon Church _ its: 
em ana yet: No 1n. piiormmy y and ue Reſor- 
matian ,-Afrer; its on 7, and. deformity :: which 
is-no-t0; n:be Nah Kaas yetrina farre: 
ether, way. than. ever! —_ ofaws; 1 1 
But whes, and by -what mears-rhis-ſball be done, hw 
Authanr: of this Apaiegy doth not, asa Prop! btnndentake 
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T.o the Reader. 

tions of enjoying thoſe better conditions-in-things civill and 
religious, which are alwayes ar firſt hberally promiſed” and 
expected; at laſtthey are prone with the ſame #petuoſiry, 
to rctire, (as the ebbing Sea) from thole fallacious or 
nicious novelties, to-which the breath of ſome politick'or 
paſſonare ſpirits had' raiſed. them, ſo muckabove the ordi« 
narymerk oftruc Chriſtian religionzas ro drown'or threaren to 
carry away all thote many: happy enjoyments, of truth; peace; 
order, government, and Miniſtry, which formerly they en- 
joycd: Nat wholly (it:may be)withour , but yet with fewer 
and more. tolerable. grievances which +hamble: \Chriſtians 
ought to: look pon in any ſctled: Church and Stare, irather 
as;;cxerciſegof their pence, dury; andcharity-ythan as p< 
preſſions of their ſpirits: '' Knowing 'ithat ' i#ypatiexce uſually 
puniſheth ir; {clf/, why applying remedzes' ſharper than'the 
ſuffarings ally haſbdy:running downthe 4K, as from 
beeich 206ckae e;::from:;preace ro war;:from gobd- to bad, 
from:bad' to worſcy: but very {lowly reruriieng; from evill 
to good; -or recovering up! the hill ,- from, worſe! ro'bers 
tcr, ; : RAG SSCVETSh -4atO S348 
It. is truc, the Miniſters of the Church of England ; of 
all degrees, feen?, »now:, tohave'an Harder! pars to at, for 
. their honor and wiſdome, than:ievers they chad under) runy 

Rulers, profefing' to be Chriſtian didiDetormed..Bur they 
may not therefore weakly diſclaimzor meanly deſert their Or- 
dination and holy funtiony nor mayihey dry of Gods (if 


they have nor- mans) proteQtion, who'can mako theit 


very" enemies-to be at" peace with them p and; (tiviup many 
friends unexpectedly: Tn them:: '1t may be rhcoughizhe 
Lords mercy, this' winters "floue'(hallþe'fortheirmendmen 
orfertility , and not fortheir utter vaſtation/and ruine:'This 
fire ſhall not conſume them, bur" refine-them 5, chis winnow- 


zns will be their purpine ; ant this» rp <. their : 
(Ks epojuns of 0. For th greet mira 


oſitzoms of old: gave the!greateſt confirmurionrivand 
paliſhidgs ro-thoſe'T r#s which were moſt 'exerriſed/with 
the hammer. or file of 'beriticall praviey;, or ſohiſmanical 
fury. ; F135 BE 2999. 4 Bil 7 PI6CT6E TO AITNDSD: 5 
F W- 
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t ih berbe amending, and notthe ending ; the reformation, 
| and,pak. pee ny ay erg, El ror WE: 
Carers 39d oppaſers ſeek for ;; why; od. 
be.givens and all honeſt. induſtry br arm -improve theſe. 
well. grown and flouriſhing.-fig #rees, before they: be bewed 
down and ſubbed 5 which heretofore have no: 'b:en cither 


barren or unfruitfull ro God and man.*,. . | 

. Tf cither Papall, or Anabapriſticall ang. Levclling ene- 
mies. mult at length after ſeverall windings: and turamgs be 
gratified with their utter ruine and deftruction, (which God 
100909) pe while Miniſters. have leave and liberty to pray, 
' to preach, to. print,.;to:doc -well, and d yonhily. God 14 
bid = ſhould ſo farre injure God, good men, and 10. go 

4 cauſe, 2s not Chriſtianlyto endeavour its, defence z,..w * 
| at worſtistobe done by comely ſuffering: "And who knows: 
' bur that when theſe wirzeſſes. both againſt ſuperſtition and 


' confuſion in the Church le ſeem tobeſlain, caſt our, and 
burycd , they, may. live again , tothe aſtoniſhment both of 
friends and cncmics "PT 

But if the fs of this Nation, and the decrees of divine 
Faſticr, doc indeed, haſten an utter everthrow here of- the 


reformed Miniſtry, and the reformed Religion: If Mizi- 
| Fers of the avcient 0r4ination, lawful heirs of thetruc A- 
poſtolick ſucceſſion, are, therefore accounted - 4s. ſheep, for. 
Toy ter, becauſe m4 are bctrer fed, and pn bred, 
ef others of leaner ſoules, and meaner ſpirits: If they 
are therefore to the wex of "this world, as a (avour of death 
anto death, Decanls Uny hey Ka _ the Word of Trmth, and. 
Life, tothe juſt, repr I a ive. phy ſroy- 
ing generation: .If we' muſt ay: 
our whole fun&tion and dd be i our ny rn Va " 
ges, labours, and ſufferings: Yer, it, is fic ſome « «(and 
the more the bettcr,, leſt | our, lence Ay: argue. gail ) 
give the world both at, preſent, and inafter ages ſome ac- 
counts why, and how .1n _ lear ky Bog TB, bs wh and rc- 
ligious a. Nation as this of En becn., . wee as 
Winpey have ſtood ſo. long 3 YET pioms 4 9 and holy. 


arts 


arts we had, whercby to impoſe ſomany hundreds of years © 
upon ſo many wiſe Princes; fo many venerable Payliamany; 
fo many pious prefeſers of Chriſtian and reformed Relis | 
gion: Arif ,Uu ſa quick and high ſpirited « eagle | = 
| as theſe of Englen pRney are 3. neither ſo oroff , 28t0 


be eaſily delnded, nor fo baſe, as patiently ro ſuffer themſclyes 


in ſo higha nature to be abufed. | 5166 
Thar , at leaſtif the world canlcffe diſcern, for what 


cauſe the Miniſtry and Miniſters are now to be deſtroyed; 
they may ſec upon what grounds of piety,or policy they were 
ſo long preſerved in peace, plenty, and hononr : And for 
what reafons they now ſeek (as their pious predeceflors did) 
to maintain not _— — much, as their office and 
funRion, in'iits due order and 'authority z that ſo they might 
have tranſmitted irin an holy and #»blemeeble ſweeeſſion 
ro poſterity z; as that, which in their conſciences they ve- 
rily think to bc a moſt divine and Chriftiew Inſtitution + 
Beneficial for the good ofthe Church, and of all mankinde x 
which. in former ages, was ever eſteemed the : and 
bleffing of this, or any-other Nations 'The ſetter forth of 
the light, wiſdome, power , and' love of the- eternall» God 
in his Son Jeſus Chriſt-for the ſa/vatios of ſinners; and 
which thouſands of Chriſtians in-all ages and places have 
experienced, and approved to-be- to their: ſoules the $484 
wonr of- life wnto te the mighty power of God to ſalya- 
tion, | 

The Author caſily obſerves the preſent fie: off owy hee- 

wvens ; which are muct-darkned by thoſe- black, and lowy; 
clouds, which chiefly hang over conſtant, true, and Fifa | 
Miniſters heads, menacing them above -any rank or: cal- 
ling of men; Nor is he:ignorant of the- ronchineſſe, and 
roughneſſe ; the jealonfres, and timorouſneſſe, of many mens. 
ſpiris.in theſe rimes, whoſe higheſtiprecentionsto piety arc 
ct forth, cither by fierce -oppolitians againſt the Miniſtry 4 
or by fuch a weak pleading for, and'wary owning off A | 
ſiccefſion and ordination, their eating and perſons, as ra- 
rather invites oppoſition, conrempr; and. infolency, than any. 
| 7. way. 


way gives cteldic or couttenmce to them andrheir function 
i remakidg branches of Presbyrery wilt 4ardly. thrive 
by the watering bf rhoſehands which! have \bern,” and are 
deſtroyers of 8s root, (the Priznitive-'Apoſtolicall Zprſco+ 
pacys _ are pintull defenders of ' thar, who'are paſſions 
ate oppoſers of this: who', of all men, -have given rhe 
reateſt advamages to thoſe that ſeck toabrogate the whole 
union and g, or to arrogateit tovulpar ignorance and 
impudence. : - | 771 wo Kobe 
he'grim and fad 'aſpri#' on all 'hands upon' Miniſters , 
makes the Authour out of charity to himſelf and others, as 
willing to give afair account of _—_— » fo loarhto 
offend any lobcr and judicious Reader', or'to conrad the 
| enmity of any others of 'yuder tempers, by any'-rafh' ſtroke 
| or inconfiderate 'dath of his pen, ro which-he'may be ſubjea, 
' and for which he be pardon, bath of God and man, if a- 
ny have eſcaped ; which 'yet may be ſo far 'venia/, as its i2«: 
nocent (harpneſſe aims at no-wens perſon, but onely ar theic 
ſuppoſed errors, which are grown'in- forne- ſorough and- ins 
ſolent, both in words and deeds, againſt poore: Miniſfters,thar 
they had need to meet with ſomething, that hath good me- 
ralt and yſcfull-ſharpneſſez and: not with that phlegmatick 
and ſanguine: ſoftnefle ,/ which impudent men: eaſily: baffle 
and pur botty to the bluth and ſilence :'' yer'hee meddles nor, 
ſave with great reſpe&and tenderneſſe, with 'any*thing: of 
Civill Power y which no man may wiſely diſpute; thar'is 
not able to reſiſt, (it is fooliſh to ſhake the'pen againſt rhe 
ſword, or oppoſe armed Legions: with flocks of 'Geeſey } 
No man may diſcreetly offend, while, as/he maſt neceſſarily, 
ſo he may honeſtly andifafcly be ſabje#:'' Pridence* com- 
mands private men toleave rhe accounts of Ruling power 
ro mens ow® conſciences , and to the Swpream Over-yuler x 
who. beſt knowes, as by whatawweexs-they obtain it,” ſo:'to 
what/ends, and-in what' wanrey they uſt it," It isenoughfor 
private perſons ar convenient diffinces- to' warm themiclves 
by the light and: heat of prevailing power neither ſcorch- 
ing themleives by too-neer approaches; nor conſuming them- 
| | (da). ſelves 


To the Reader. 
ſelves by indiſcreet conteſtations with it : Moede#y alſo fors . 
bids fuch as are in ſwbjetFionto diſpme the ations, or dif+ 
perage the counſels of 'any that areabove them; who being! 
any and ſo ſtronger, are —— by: cſtcem ſup 1 
wiſer than any one man: and being ſucceſſefull are uſually; 
eſtcemed bleſt and happy. Although i is moſt certain, Thir rhe 
many beginning from one, and combined ſtrength orccounſclh 
bcing bur the 1wiſting of iingle feeblepeſſe (as ſo-manyhairs to- 
gether) the united many may be miſtaken,as wel as the divided, 
vnites; Yea,one fick man' may infet many whole: eſpecially 
if his diſeaſe hath ſomething catching and pleaſing in it. But if 
there happen,by the Divize diſpleaſure,p:ſtilentairs,and noxi- | 
ous breaths in any countrey, the frong, the wiſe, the great and © 
the many, are as liaþle- to contagion: and /deftrsttion', 'as 
the weak, the few, and the fooliſh: yea to' Epidernicalt and». 
contag ions dilſcales, peſtered cites, and crowds of men arc: 
more ſubjc&,than cels, and ſolitudes. . Nomen are ſo wiſe,; 
but they -way, have errors ; And the ſooner they ſee them to: 
amendment, the. wiſer they will be: - Nor is/it the: leaſt part: of 
wiſdome in inferiours to thew to ſuperiors their'miſappre-. 
henſions and failings, rather by obliquely intimating than: 
dire&ly thwarting ; by great reflexions, than rude affronts :: 
Eſpecially in thoſe things wherein a, private. man may be: 
competently verſed, both-by- ſtudy. and-cducationz yet no: 
way trenching upon that render point of civill power and do-! 
minion, which is not a fit ſubje& for a pen and inkhorn. 
- Therefore this Author, preſumes, that the fair and free: 
vindication.of ſo publique- an intcreſt, as this of the Minis: 
firy ( which. is- his -proper ſphear and calling), can diſpleaſe 
no men, that have candor, wit, honeſty, honour, good con+ 
ſcience, ortrue Religion inthem ; Nor: will it- anger ſober 
men to be.ſhewed whatis amiſs , and how-it may be men-- 
dcd.; which poſſibly. they may be as unable, as willing to 
doe; Diſeaſcs;may ſometimes exceed the Art of Phyſiti-- 
ans; violent Paroxyſms are ſometimes bctter- lefr to ſpend, 
them(ſclves,than provoked and encountred with medicines. As 
for others of vain, violcat, and fooliſh tempers,jt is better to, 
| re, offend. 


T o the Reader. 

offend than to flatter them z and to ſuffer from them (if God 
will have it fo) is more honorable.thanto be rewarded by them. 

The greateſt danger indeed 1s, from thoſe, that are ( fo-. 
lid? feroces) full of thoſe boiſterous , rude and brutiſh pa(- 
ſions, which grow as briſtles upon hogs backs, from ig- 
norar.ce, pride, rufticity, and prejudice z which make men, 
cither unable ro read, or impatient to bear, - or unwilling 
to underſtand,; the words of truth and ſoberneſſe z truſting 
more to. befttall than rationall or religious ffreneth : which. 
moſt unmanly, and unchriſtian diſorders in mens fſoules, 
how prevalent and epidemicall ſoeyer they may be, yer 
they. mult not be here cither flattered,or fomented : By calling. 
thetr darkneſſe light, or their cvill good; their prefumpri- 
ons, inſpirations their duller dreams high devo:ton ,their. 
diflolute licentiouſneſle,Chriſti:n liberty , their fillineſle, ſan- 
ity z thcir fiercencſle, zcal , t!.cir ſelf-confidence and in- 
truſion, a divine call, their d.ſorderly activity, ſpeciall abi- 
lities z their jcjune noveltics, prettors raritiesz or their old. 
errors, and: rotien opinions, extraordinary and unheard. of 
perfecions: | 

When, indeed, theirre9t is for the moſt part nothing bur: 
an illiterate. and ill:berall diſpoſi:ion ;- neither learned to mo- 
rality, nor-polith:<d ro civility 3. neither: foftned nor ſerled 
by good cducation. or true Religion :: being fall of levity , 
vulgarity , unſatia:e thirſt and dcfire of zowelriesz their 
frmit alſois little cle, but malice, crueity , avarice; ambiri- 
on, worldly policy, hypocriſie, ſuperſtit:on, looſenefſe, and 
profaneneſle  : all conſpiring, as upon w7trae and unj:.ſt pre« 
textions, 10-0 evill endsz namely to-abaſeandd:#roy ihe 
true and 4nofent- Miniſtry of the Golpell in this Nativn,.and 
to bring into contempt all holy d#tres, and d.wvine Mini-- 
frrations in this Church of Chriſt ; tocry down all goed lcazr- 
inzz to corruptthe mindes of men with-error and ignorancey:! 
to debauch their manners by licentiouſneſle, or ſuperſticionz : 
to bring ſhame upan the reformed Religion here profeſſed , 
to wilder the judgements, towaſt the comforts, to thipwrack, 
the.conſcicace, and todamn the ſoules of poo:e people. 

| (d 3) Where - 
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Tothe Reader. 
Where the A iN mects with this black guard , theſe 
fattors for — , thcſe agirators for the Prince bf: 
darknefic, rheſe enemies ro God, ro Chriſt Jeſus, to all 
good Chriſtians, and to mankind, God forbid he:ſhould give! 
place to them, or not charge them home, and reſiſt them 
ro their face: His duty .and dcfign is to detetF their frauds 
and wickedneſle; to.comntermine 'their deep 'projetsz to 
fruſtrate their deſperate-ccunſcls; ro fortifie the :mindes of 
all good Chriſtians againſt-their ſtrong delnfrons, and ops: 
poſitions; to pull down their high imaginations; to de» 
moliſh their ſelf-conceited frog holds, to maintaine the 
honour of this Nation,. the gloyy of this reformed Church, 
and the worth of its godly, learned, and induſtrious Mini- 


firy, againſt their envious-cavils and ungratefull calummes. 


if any men, apart from fanatick preſwmptions , ſecular 
intereſts, popular applauſes, ruſticall clamors, and ignorant 
confidences, ſhall, upon -rationall., prudent, and religious 
grounds, propound any thing in a morcexcellent way,  et- 
ther for kinde, or degree, whereby to advance the glory of 
God, the ho,our of Jeſus Chriſt, the recall propagating of 


the Goſpell , the exerciſe of uſefull gifts, and graces of Gods 


Spirit in this Church, for the encreaſe of charity, or com- 
torts among Chriſtians z for rhe encouragement of learning, 
vertue and godlineſſe z for the welfare of this Nation, or 
the ſerious reforming of Religion, and rhe Miniſtry of it, 
bcyond what hath bcen, ſtill 1s, and ever may be had., from 
the gifts and graces, the order and office, the labours and 
lives of thoſe, that are the chief profeſſors , preachers, and 
pillars of learning and religion in this Nation , which are 
the able, and fairhfull Minifters of adue ſucceſſion and right 
Ordinationz; * 

God forbid they ſhould not, with all candor and impar- 
tiality be heard , with all chearfulneſſe accepred, and with 
all uprightneſſe be extertained; No good man or worthy 
Miniſter is ſo vain , asto fancy he may not be mended, and 
happily 7#proved: Bur firſt let thoſe alterations and no- 
veitics, which beare this title of reformation , and amend- 


ment, 
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anent, be publiquely ſer forth z duly, ſeriouſly, and impar- 
tially be your plied in the be/ance of ſober TL at @ 
and ſound reaſonings, ſo, as becomes the horiour, wiſdome, 
and piety of this Nation before they be injuriexfy con- 
cluded, and forcibly obrruded upon conſcientioms Miniſters, 
or people. The Engliſh world (as other Proteftane Churches) 
hath had enough of the Apes and Peacocks, which crafty Mer- 
chants: have ever ſought to vend to-the vulgar: if they 
have any gold and ſpicesy any commoditics: that: are of 
reall. nſc and worth, it is pity, the worlds wazrs have not 
been ſooner ſupp'ycd/, and. their expectations ſatisfied ; 
which being. ſo long deluded, and: oft Fafonas hath made 
ſober Chriflians to fuſpe the whole fraighr of ſome mens re- 
| ligious novelties, to be nothing elſe but far fetchr and dear 
bought toyes, variating fo much fromthe «»;form judge- 
| ment, and univerſa!l practiſe of all axcient and modern 
' Churches, of the beſt note and account, no lefle, thin from- 
the worthy conſtitution, and: wile frame of this reformed 

Church of England, whoſe. honor and renown was juſtly 
oreat in the Chriſtian world, for its piety and peace , its- 
order, and its- proficiency in all good learning., ſound do- 
| Erine,, and holy manners: which owed as mwch, as any 
| Church under-hcaven, 10-the wiſdome, piety, and imparti- 
| ality of its Miniſters and reformers (under Gad)asalſoro its 

eſtabliſhers and defenders. 52 

Nor have the cffets of larcr offers and. endeavours to: 
mend or: change: their work, been yer fo exccllentor blcſt, 
as topiveany cauſc to preferre thele, before them 4, whia no- 
doubt could caſily: have reachet thoſe: later ſeeming heights 
and reptures of Rog and Reformation, whichſome men ſo- 
much boaſt of, in their berrer, yet rE ar nn burthofe 
learned, grave and godly men conſidered;in the exters polity 
and. frame of Religion, what was then moft- neceifaty,, and 
convenient for men and times, what latitudes of - priidence. 
and/ graines of charity are: tobe allowed by Chriflian picty : 
Nor: preſcribing, their plas-formees, then: to-the pub- 
lique: good,.as the Now #tras- of Reformation buit giving. 
| PoRterity; 


be all with axes and hammers, not 
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poſterity a pattern z that,if we would indeed attain to furthers 
perfet:on, we (ſhould imitate their wiſe and charitable mo»: 
deration; and tread'in their humble, cafte, and cven ſteps: 
whick were not ſlippery with bloud, nor rough with "1nfe-: 
lencies, nor unequall_ with 'fa&:0ns, nor dark with policres,, 
nor extravagant with varieties but fairly laid out, and frecly 
carricd on by due authority , with publ:que ani imparti 
counſels,in a peaccable way,toa general #z:formity,and ſatis-: 
faction of both the moſt, and the beſt. | | | 
Whereas, among the many ſpecious offers , and carncſt 
imporrunities, cither — or lately made Dy ſome men 
in reference to Rel gion, and the Mrniftry of itin this Church, 
little hath hitherro appeared to have any uniform or. well- 
formed face of further edification, or turure bettering of 
Religion, in doctrine, government, dilſcip:ine, or manners. 
Some few, it may be, of honeſt hearis have rakento theme 
ſelves a liberty to ſerve God in that way they beſt fancy 
and moſt afte& ; But thouſands have run to errour, igno- 
rance, atheiſm and licentiouſncſle, under that colour of tree- 
domes which beſides the laxationand confuſion brought 
among the bad, hath occaſioned great heart-burning and 
diſtance 'and uncharirablencſſe among thoſe that ſeemed to 
be good. In ſome things indeed fober and wile men have 
offercd good counſel! and p:opaunded ſome things fir to 
be conlidered of and embraced; but the noiſe and violence 
of other (mens paſſions and intcieſts) ſuffer not thoſe mens 
calmer voices to be heards Their rougher work ſeemes 10 
4 building or repair- 
ing the Temple of God, without noiſe z but for beating all 
down, with the greatelt ſtir, and clamour.they can make 
All is for demoliſhing Schools and Univerſities, for deſpi- © 
fing all learning and ſciexces , for taking away all order, {o- 
ciety, larger communion, ſubordination, and government in 
the Church , for caſting away all ancicnt 0rdination, and. 
authoritative Minifry; that we may be left in the next 
age, like the Tohu and Bobs of the Chaos, void of, light 
and full of confufion ; without good learning or true Reli- | 


, g10n, 
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ooh, without-any form, ot power of :godlinefſez Sa fat 
age be lines; which the: Antiminiſteriall fury and\ folly . 
drawes, from running p#r#//cito:picty,: or, Chriſtianity, t6 
right Reaſon or-true Religion 5 that hgy-are moſt! :dfoner 
trically oppoſite to. all civility, /prudence,- , ſenſe of ho» 
nour, and principles .of humanity: Of which: deformities 
and defeRs none are; lefſe paticntio hear, than they:thar, arg 
moſt guilty z whole prepofierone attivvry, ratherthan fic ſtill 
muſt needs imploy- it ſelf-in puling af dawn 5. which: is inr 
deed the work of plebeian hands, and; pregmaticall ſpirits x 
but to build or repair cither Church or State, |is the bu- 
ſinciſe onely, of wiſe: and well adviſed perſans;,. ſuch as ha- 
ving publique-and generall, conſent, to. deliberate! of ſuch 
things, may alſo have an univerſall influence:in the;reafon 
and authority of their determinations : Bur ſuch able men 
are hardly ound in Cornrrey crowds, and illiterate heaps g 
nar are they very. forward: to. obtrude..themſelves upon 

que works, without a, Very fair call from God ,; and 
man 5 which they doe notthink to; be the: either countreys 


mans whiſtle, or the armed mans irwmper.. | 
From he bat of which, as this A«#hor bath any invitas 


tion to. this work z ſo. he hath-no temptation in it,.tocap= 
rate. favour-wirh the giddy and ancerrain. ps/gars\by ſeems 
ing to adore their Dians's, or admire'their many now-! me+ 
feers, and their rerer gifts which make them worthy indeed 
of ſuch ſoft and ſcquacious diſciples. | 
Nor yet hath he any deſign to ingratiate with ſuperceli- 
owe, and folf ſulpeiting greermſſes or to; comply with the 
more ſolemn err075, and graver exiravagancies. of thoſe, 
who ſtudy ſafety, more than piety +. who/ rhink/to Agrrer 
Megiſtrates b crying down, Miniſters, being more a fraid 
of rhar ſword, which can but kill the body, than of that, 
which proceeds out of the wewehof:Chriſt, and is able to-flay, 
 'He beſpeaks/no-men further, than;rhe truth, juſtice, and* 
merit of this cauſe of the Evangelicall: Miniſtry, made good 
by Scripture, Antiquity, and good experience: among us: 
| (c) cre 
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here in England, may perfiwade them to look favourably; 
gnd- friendly on:the Authour: and his -endeavour : where- 
in, albeit every one, that 'ownes himſelf 'ro- boa Chrifti- 
an'in' this Church, is highly voncerneds yet the underty+ 
king fcemes to haye very: little 11wpting in'it, or inviting ro 
its as (now) the face of the muy of the Chare | 
Encland feemes to appear beſtweqred;\ and diſguiſed with in- 
Enke odious afperſions; loader with 'tmmerited injurics and 
mdignitiess a: wonder to its enemies and friends ; a fadTpe- 
Qacke ro all good men and Anetls, (whon it can- 
not but aflli& to ſec thoſe that are the Brethrew' of An- 
5in heaven, Revel, 19. 10. and the fathers of Chriftians 
Tav/eanth ©3 Gur 4-15.) thus treated''and rhrcatzed by ſome 
men; 'who have this vnely of proporriowand oxevyin them; 
to purlue the 9w has domes 14> atred; > . 
- - The Apologiſt therefore hath purpoſely declined robring 
whe odium or: envy-of! Dedi/cation- upon any ' one particular 
perfor 3 &F this defence ſhould ſeemo like a blaJtng Star; 
threwining with- malignant influence -any- mans - grea 
and mon, PR —_—_ GED bw nmnd Meer 
may be jealous, leſt the perroniſine, ' or p _ the 
diſtreſſed; and deſpyſis Mineſtry, ſhould: be: the nexr- 
to their doninmvion; theft the duft and: rubbitlgrof he-? 
mach barered'and difuced" Clergy, ſhould deform or bury 
them, Beſides, - he-thought it 1n- vaini ro'fingle © our-any 
one Patron to this book, and its Subjet: For firſt how 
few- po of *more ample eqnditions, fplendider- fortunes, 
and gher quality in civilt eſtimation, doe much lay-re 
heart the «ff1#p75 of theſe Faſephs,: godly: Miniſters and 
zo0d/ſchblarsc* Molk arccintertiro their policy, 'profiry' of 
ealure-z or totheir ſufcrings, 'revenges, and reparations: 
Nothing coſts LR Cann os tives like: a 
Steat' eafth-avorm ina'faridunghtl; loſſ&, either” as; ro his 
arſe, or his care, than the intereſts of Ledyminig- or. Reliezoni 
ihe iendrandþandlfſolutaeſſe of many makes'! them-'in- 


different, if not enemies to piety: and ' good education 4 / a8 
lights that reproach their- 4gformitdey; or bonds thax refrain 
« Sa | Ei their 
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their exorb#ancies A mn ode 'b:ft- pleaſed. _ leaſt 
moleſted by any mordil of grutiout inoportuniries 3 eemin 
thoſe Rei bee fricads, who ſuffer- them. ro degenerars: p< 
leafs, or to devils, or to bork," at once) ln being! #ypes 
crites or Arbeifts: who have the tupidnciieof the gory 
the malice of t devill, Kt 

Noe thar-I would diminiſh the honour: of the vob 
and Geiry of this Nation,'the good and* gallant" ether of 
whom none inthe workd :excecds forcivilityy ''fidcliry'; ju 
tice, conſtancy, and piety.'' Though forme" bo'the + ſhame of 
honour , and the ſtain of 'Getitry, as. bags of chaffe;; _ 
of airy vanity , literate vices infolem”) ignorance , and 
folly well ted : ' who have not #6 boulh' boaſt of bue': 
names of reproached anceſtors titles; w 
are comely when inſcribed onthe. I Serves big 
| daki—aes and ridiculous, - when uſurped by pulrroones , 2nd 
ſuch , whom no worth redeems from being vile and 'de> 
ſpicable to wiſe and ſerious mindes. Yet there "are nota 
eminem perſons of #95 bowens arid teall-worrti(which 

confiſts ity ju nora; judicih us piny, vſchifil 4jir1ves; bork 
to private and publique relations) whoſe” pwyſes have dee 
as-cyuſes, and their houſes ſen/#varies to many godly and 
learned men inthe diſtreſies oftheſe times. -'Yet/in ſtead of 
paying a refpe& and honourto any of theſe reuly noble arid 
generous perſons ir might be bur aninjury t6 PR 
ny. one of them, in the c{ond and jealoufies of theſe times} 
ro be as a publique refuges and Aſflam tothis wotk and its 
caſey which carries. with it ſomething more immerſe and 

onderous', than ordinary occurrences in the.-world: | Ar 
belides i its high concernment to'Church: and: State; rothe 
temporall and El good of men; it hath' vaſt difficu}- 
ties artending it ; r0ugh oppoſitions, implacable adinnys,-and 
incorrigible malices ro contend with; In the midſt. of -all 
which there muſt-nceds'be a very great deadnefſe, aridal- 
moſt deſpair, for any one man never {0 worthy and well- 
affeed, to. advance bezond honeſt dcfires, a fincers, bur 
ineffectual endeayours. 


(e3} Fur- 
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Furthetmore to take aright ſcantling -of things what 
ene mans. ſhoulders, I beſeech you, how potent ſocver,cam 
bear the burthens, which are now caſt upon the Mini 
and Miniſters of this Church of England? What bands can: 
taiſe their declined ſtate, what arms can ſupport, or ſtay 
their rottering and threatning r#ines 2 Alas, what private 
inflxence can be ſa benign ,' as to-overſway , or /counter- 
poiſe-that aval/ignity, which ſome- men pretend to diſcover, 
not onely inthe mindes of: men.on carth , but even in the 
yery Si4rs. and conftellations of heaven, which, ſome ſay, 
fight againſt, the Miziffry now, as they ſometime. did -a- 
gainſt Syfovs ? If theſe Weſtern wiſe men (who ſeem to be 
of a different ſtxain-and way from-thoſe Eaſtern Mag, that 
came-t0 worthip Chrift in-the Manger, with their perſons, 
and preſents ) isI ſay they had not daily 1ntelligence from 
heaven, and: fat necr to the Cabinet Councell of that High 
Gppri ; truly good: Chriſtians, would hardly belceve, or re- 
gardthcir reports5/ It bang ery improbable,thatthe/Stars, 
either fixed or 'planttery,. be enemies to tho, ; wha 
bcar their meme in'the Church as Miniſters doe, - being 
called both Stars-and Angels, Revel, 3. 1, And who 
have ever been, as much brighter in their light, ſo: more: 
neceſfary, to the Church, and more deer. to God , than 
theſcarc inthe Firmament or viſible heavens, by bow-much 
the: intellecuall and cternall light of mens ſqules cxceeds 
that which is ocely ſenſible and momentary to their eyes: 
by how much #eaſon and trath are above the beamesand 
luſtre of the-Sunz, which is infinitely ſhore of the divine 
glory .of Chriſt , and thoſe ſpirjtuall benefits, which by 
4 66 Hai 5b (.the Minfters and Miniſtrations of. his 
Church) are derived tothe world. | 

Although tle ſtudy, and knowledge of the Stars be very 
worthy of a wiſc aad Chriſtian man, becauſe in their beauty, 
.Juſtre, and numberleſſe number,intheir vaſt magnitude,and 
height, in their admirable motion, and various influences, 
- the wonderfull glory ofthe Creators power and wiſcome. 
is cminently {cr torth, beyond what. vulgar. eyes: diſcern - 


yer, 
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et, expeticnce tels the truly learned and religious 4fro- 
ar. ſuch rhere are) that nothing is Yy blinde _ 
bold as an hungry cg who muſt fatter, thar he 
may feed (ſtarveling wiſards like witches, threaten all thar 
doe not give' to them, or approve them: ) But if wiſe men 
by their moral liberty of virtue and grace, may. over-rgie 
the Stars natarall inclinations upon them; ſure they may (as 
the wiſcſt of men, beth Chriſtian and heathen, ever did Y 
deſpiſe rhoſe ſorry Srar-gdJers and filly divinators, of whom 
Tacitxs- in the firſt book of his hiſtory writes. That they 
were oft baniſhed from Rome, and yet could never be kept 
ext; a vcrminly generation (ever deſtroged, yet ever breed- 
ing ) who owe their beſt education to their bellies, their- 
wit and ſcience, to the ſenſe and knowledge of their wants: 
Who pretend to get their harveſt out of heaven, and gltan 
their food from among the ſtars, when indeed t ave 
their greateſt influence upon the ſpirits, and harvcſt+ fronr 
the, purſes of credulous and ſimple people. They are a!- 
waycs\fawning and wnfaithfull to great m:ny/ Deceirvers of 
al, that expe any grear, or good matters from them 5 
thus he, alcarncd Heathen+ So that the inſolency among 
Chiiſtiang muſt-needs be great and intolerable , to ſee 4l- 
manacks daſhing againſt their Bibles, and ſome Almanack- 
makers caſting a generall and publ:que ſcorn' vpon their 
Miniſters and Miniſtry : imputing both unjuſtly and indignl; 
the folly and ridiculous impotency- of ſome Miniſters pat: 
fions. and actions; which may bz but too true 10the whole 
funRion, venerable order and learned fraternity z without 
limitation or diſtinRion of the wiſe from: the foo!iſly, 

Bur the badreſſe of the times, or madn fle rather of any 
men inthem, makes this cavſe never the worſe Indeedir 
is:{o great and ſo good, having in it ſo much of - Gods 
glory, and mans welfare, that it-merits-whar itcan hardly 
tinde in-ſecular greatneſle, a proportionate patrony who had 
need to be.oneof the beſt men, and the voldeſt of Chri- 
ſtians; And therefore is the addrefle fo generall, that be- 
ſides our .great Maſter the. Lerd Feſus Chriſt (the fonndey 

(e-233- and 
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and proteRor of qur order and funQion'this work might finde 
ſome pious and excellent P4#r9n5 in every corncry w ther (0+ 
gcear a Truth hath of late beendriven:to bidcit (elfe, ; fa | 
boldneſſe and cruelty of ſome ;, the coweardiſe and inconſtancy 
of others : This book requires notthe cold; and cuſtomary 
formality of patren-like accepting ir,and laying it afidezbut the. 
reality of (crious reading,generous aferting, and coniciemious: 
vindicating. | IP id ; 
Who cycr. dares to countenance this Apology: in its 
main Subje&t, The #r#e and ancient Miniftery of the Charch 
of England, muſt expect to adopt many enemies, and it 
may bc, ſome great ones: Whom be muſt conſider, at 
ONCE, as enemies to his Bapriſos, his Faith, his Graces, and 
Sacramentall ſcals to his ſpirituall comforts, his hopes of 
heaven; to his very being being a Chriſtian, ortrue mem- 
ber of this, or any other ſound part of the Carholick 
Church : Enemies alſo to his friends, and poſteritics erern- 
all happineſſe, The means of which will never be truly 
found in any Church,or enjoyed by any Chriſtians, under 
Miniſtry, it it were not in that,” which hath been enjoyed, 
and proſpered in England, not onely cver fince the reforma- 
tio, but even fromthe firſt Apoſtolicall plantation of Chris 
ſtian Religion in this Iſland. wo kX 
Of whuch bleſſcd priviledge, ancient honour , and true 
packs, no good Chriſtian, or honeſt _—_ man, can 
with patience or indifferency ſuffer himſelf, his Countrey; 
and poſterity to be cither cunningly cheated, or violently 
plandered: Certainly there is no one point: of Religion 
merits more the conſtancy of Martyrs, and will more bear 
the howonr of Martyrdome, than this of the divine Inftitu- 
tion, authority, and ſucceſſion of the trae Miniſtry of the 
Church , which is the onel ordinary means appointed by 
Jeſus Chriſt, to hold forch the Scriptares and their true 
meaning to tlic world; and with them all ſaving neceſſa* 
ry t711hs, duties, means, and Miniſtrations, wherein nor. 
onely the foundation, but the whole tabrick of Chriſtian 
Relig:on is contained, which in all ages hath been as a 


pil- 
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lay of heavenly and as a ſhicld of invincible firengehg 
RE Sciutaney z'0:: 
gatc anddefend 92pm worſhip of the truc Cod 
and his Son our Lord Jefus Chriſt, © 1 
This makes the A#thovy not deſpaire to micet with fome 
Patrons and Proteors of this 


have nothing of fo great concernment .to themſelves and 
their poſterity, 'as this, The proferving,: and '' avcovreging 
of 2 trve.and authoritative Mintſbry, which isthe i 
on: which «ll karning and civility, all piety: and charity 


Chriſtianity it ſelf _ as much, as the light, beauty, 


regular morion, and-{afety of the boy, dork npon. its. having 
eycvto (ce. % 'o7 == | 15. 33 

rit nos: obtaine (uch ample weafure of favour; and publique: 
acceptance. in the ſighrof*j«d:cr0ve-Readers, asiris-ambirious - 
of, and (art leaſt). may fundawintediofy yer hath the. Aurbor - 
the conifort-of-endeayouting with all uprighmeſſt: of heare- 
10: dot his.devy,; though ho! be bur-as ant avprofitably ſer-- 


Vant.. | 

And: (poſſibly) :this- greatand noble gn ne, 1m ity; 
dignity, yy divine authority: of xhe! Miniſtry of the 'C a5 D 
of England; 40 far carriedon. by this: Zffay':: (which ſers 

- forth, 1.'The Scriptuzo grounds cſtabliſhed bytheaurhority 
of Chriſt and' his: Apoſtles.- '24. The'Carholickconſent and : 
practiſe of. the .Church in. all: agesand places, 3. Thecon-. 
; ſonancy, 
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ſonancy to reaſon and order obſerved byall Nations in their 
Religion, and ſpecially ro the Inſtitutes -of God among 
the Jexiſh Church. 4. The Churches conſtant want-of it, 
in its plantation, propagation, IN 5. The bene- 
fit of it to all mankinde, who without an” authoritative Mi- 
n.ſtry would never know whom to hear with credit and 
xeſp:&z or what to belcive with comfort. 6, The great 
bleflings flowing from this holy funRiomto this :Church and 
Nation, in all kindesz } Theſe and the like grand confide- 
1:tions and fair aſpc&s which this ſubje& affords to learned , 
judicious and godly men, may yet provoke ſome no- 
bler pen, and abler p:rſon to undertake it with more grate- 
Full nd ſucceſſcfull endeavours: whoſe charitable . eyes 
finding the ſometime :famomue and flouriſhing Miniſtry of this 
70, þ thus expoſed in a weeping , —— and forlern 
condition, to the mercy of Nils , and its Monſters, (the 
threatning, if-not overflowing ſtreames of modern violent 
errors ) may take pity on it , and from this Ark of Bul- 
ruſhes, which is here ſuddenly framed, may bring 'ic up 
to far greater ſtrength and publique honour, than thepa- 
rent of this Moſes could expe from his obſcurer gifts and. 
fortunes. | 

To which although he is = conſcious, as being 'of 
himſelf altogether #»ſufficiess for ſo greats work, and fo 
good a word , yer the confidence of the greatneſſe and good- 
neſſ of the cauſe; the experience of Gods, and (generally) 
all good Chriſtians, atteſtation ro it, in all former ages of Ty 
Church: The hopes alſo of Gods gracious affiſtance, ina 
work deſigned with all humility and gratitude wholly to his 
glory, and his Churches ſeivice: Theſe made him not 
wholly refrattary, or cbſtinate againſtthe intreaties of ſome 
perſons, whoſe eminent merit in all learning, piety, and vir- 
tue, might incourage by their command fo great inſuffici> 
ences to {o great an. un.'ertaking: Which 1s not to fire 4 
Beacin of faction or contention; bur to cſtabliſh. a puller 
of Truth, and certainty ; Alſo to hold forth a Shield of 
defence and latety y ſuch as may direct and prote#, ſtay 


and 
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To the Reader. 
and ſecure the mindes of good Chriſtians in the midſt of 
ftraying , backſliding , and ApostatiZing times, wherein 


many ſeck to weary God, his Miniſters , and all men bur 


chemſelves,with their variating wickedne(ſe. 

The weight and worth of this great SubjefF , the Mini- 
Fry of this, and ſo of all true Churches, in which, as in No- 
«hs Ark all that we call Religion, all that is ſacred, Chri- 
ſtian, and reformed, is depoſited and embarqued , would 


have (indeed) required a more proportionate aſſertor : who ' 


might, out of the good treaſure of bis heart , have given 
more ſtrength, and ornament to fo diyine and neceſſary an 
Institut10n, 


But who ſces not the methods and choices of Gods wile-- 


dome and power who ( of:-times) makes his light and 
glory to ſhine cleareſt through the darkeſt Lenternes: He 
appears in a b»ſh, when he purpoſed the great redemption 
of his Church out of Zgypr: The $kilfull, ha»4 of Godcan 
write as well witha Goe quill, as with a Swansor Eagles. 
The ſelf-demonſtrating beams of ſacred. Truths need no bor- 
rowed reflexions: By ſoft and cafic breathings the Lord 


hath oft diſpelled the groef fegs and blindeſt miſs, which 
e 


roſe in his Church; His fair and moſt orient pearles are fre- 
quently found in rovgh 4nd IN ſhels, The excellency 
of his heavenly Treaſure, an yon doth beſt appeare in 
earthen veſſels. The plain and main Truths of Chriſtian 
Religion (among which this of az holy ordained Miniſtry is 
one) hke ſoverain and wittorions Beaxnties loſe nothing by: 
the meaxreſſe of their dreſſe, or unaccurateneſle of their ha- 
_ it is enough if they can bur freely appeare like them- 
clves. 

This faſhion of writing by way of Apology (which re- 
quires a diffuſed and ms _——— the beſt 
and fitteſt, as for the Subje and the times, fo alſo for 
this Authoyz conlidering the little leiſure, the ſhort rime , 
the great varicty of 9ther buſineſſe, and diſtraQions upon him : 
beſides the terror and precipitancy of the ruine, daily threat- 
ning the Miniſtry and Miniſters z if God by the juſtice, 
| (f) wiſdome, 


T 0 the Reader. 


wiſdome, and piety of ſome men did notdefend thery and: 
divert that miſchief. For the preventingof which ſome a. 
thers have wrote in vindication of the Miniſtry after a more 
ſuccin& and Syllogiſtick way of argumentation, But. the. 
Antiminiftcriall diſeaſe, baving ſeifed not fomuch the heads, 
as the hearts of men. and depraved affeRions having ſwer- 
ved many from the judgements.y 1t was thought necdlary. 
to apply fome remedy at once to bath ,. ſetting. Chriſtians 
in the Truth, and exciting them to ſucha love af itand zeal 
toit,as may beſt encounter the heady baldneife of thoſe which. 
ſe it. 
"OH the Authour have in this larger way done any thing- 
worthy ſo-excellent a Swhjec?, it muſt be firſt imputed to - 
Gods gracious aſliftance, and the: bleing, of prayers, mace: 
than of ſindies , wherein it may be the chariteble feanes of- 
many worthy-Chriſtians have ; er” gy infirmiticss, 
Next, it muſt be aſcribed tothe facredveſſe, dignity , and. 
ampleueſie of the matter, or Subzehandled,, which (asQs 
rators of- old obſerved) like rich foike, and good 'grougd 
raiſeth to generows productions the weaker fpirits of any thing 
ſewn, or planted inthem, 
It is true, the Authors ambition is-in nothing 
to excl in the diſcharge of his duty, as-a Aftniſter of this- 
Church z that he might-fimyſh bis courſe with joyy andalto . 
to have equalled with height of abilities and i ,. the 
excellency of this Cauſe, which is of ſo high concernment; 
to the glory of God; to the honour of his Saviour z (to- 
the ſalvation of ſo-many ſoulcs ) to the. happinefe of - this. 
Church ; to the bleſſing of this Nation; to the petſeruer 
tion of ſo many worthy men, his Fathers and Brethren: of - 
the Miniſtry, who make conſcience not onely- ta difcharge 
their duty, bur alſo to preſerve the divine authority, and holy 
ſucceſſion of their heavenly calling as Chriſtian Miniſters; 
whom the blefſing of God hath as much honored and.con+- + 
fixrmacd inthis Church of Exgland,as inany other under hea- 
ven z having made them. in every place, where they were 
planted, as the trees of knowledge: and of. life; bringing; tha | _ 
| | I dclolate -... ** 
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| ourag | 
all good men; ro whole vindication. and af if this. 
Author hach come in either tao-lare, or tooweal, it: will be 


_— grief. | 

if he have nor been able to addeany freverbor honor 
to 1/ys canſo, ( which, fone: artery defore' Him, have. cicher: 
faizly touched, or fomewhar fully: handied )} yer he may. 
adde- to the- wwwber of the witrefſer, who-have or (hall give. 
teſtimony to this great Truth, holy Order, and happy 1n- 

Stitution of Feſus _ z who muſt not ceaſe to prophecy, 

though they be clothed #» ſack cloth, Revel.11.3. . 

To conclude , Nothing ſeemed, in hoxorand conſcience, . 
to. him more wvi/e and. #ncomely, than to ſee.this Reformed 
Charch of Englaud, which hath brought up ſo many learned - 
and. valiant ſons, which latcly was ſo much praiſed and 
extolled by. them in her proſperity ; to be now ſo much de-- 
ſerted by many of her children, both Miniſters and others, . 
in this day. of. her -great. agony and calamity z wherein igno- - 
rant, mechanick and merieleſ ſpirits, think it not enough to - 
endeavour to ſtrip hey of her or#aments,to rob her of her gar- 
ments, to deprive her of her dowry.to divorce her from her beſt - 
friends, and faithfulleſt ſervants , butthey muſt alſo caſt dire - 
in her face ; ſpitcfully ſcratching her, wanonly ;rending her, . 
cruelly.wounding her, and moſt ſcornfully destroying her, as - 
if the were an impure prostitute, a moſt abhorred Adultereſſe; - 
when indeed. ſhee was, and is, a fair Daughter of heaven, and 
the fruitfull Morher of ms all: Tuſtly efteemed by all learned, 
ſaber, and godly men, both at home, and abroad, as wiſe, _ 
grave, chaſt, and venerable a Matron, as any, in- all the 
Chriſtian,. or reformed worlF, Nor doth ſhee ceaſe to. be- 
cemely, though ſhe be now black and ſcorched; There ap- 
peares-beauty amidſt -her aſbes, and.:lovelinefle amidſt thee 
ſcratches : the Spirit of glory ſhines through her Sackcloth , . 
ſill meriting, and therefore not deſpairing of the /ove, fa- 


vour, pity, and proteRtion of all worthy perſons who are . 
| conſiderable . 


To the Reader. : 
confiderable either for counſel or in power, and commen:'. 
dablc cither for honeſty or Religion: Suffering indignities,' 
and dayly fearing more from none but thoſe that are :ene-' 
mies, asto all ing, order , and religion, ſo to all-ho-. 
neſty, modeſty, and humanity z Her (ad, deplorable fate and 
Gy ſuch men _— if - Author cannot hinder or 

r0 recover, yer with Feremie, heartily pity,dcepl 
lament god moſt paſſionately pro for her, and her chikbes,, 4 | 
t 


as he lives, as thou wilt (O Chriſtian and cow «ftionate 
Reager) if thou beſt of his minde, who bidsthee Farewell. 


"HIER "SPISTES: . 


OR A 


DEFENCE. 


BY WAY OF 


APOLOGY: 


' FOR THE 


Miniſtry and Miniſters | 


OF THE: 


CHURCH. 
ENGLAND: 


Humbly Preſented 


To the Conſctences-of all choſe 
© that excel 1 in Virtue...” 


Wits Am acicher and, nocethamed eo preſent — MR > 
BUY your view and patrociny, in whom'is'amore The Ad- 
MAP y. - Excellent Spirit, this Apelegy '> For-whichi, dreſ-. 
ah Ph debare, NO, nero lo1 expedtaio Dan6.3- 
| | | nks ny any I a3xho 


SS 
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Cauſe of Chreſt , which I in my Conſcience take to be this of his 
Faithſul and trne Minifters, of this Church, andof the Reformed 
Religion : Of which, irtno eaſe, andat no time, arty true Chriſtian, 
leaſt of all a Miniſter of that ſacred Name and Myftery, may with- 
* "0.25 gif, Out fin be * aſhamed, or afraid, to own before men, in the place where 

wi © eigans > God hath ſet him, and after that mancr which becomes He@venh 

ra rigors & Wiſdom , when ſhe is juſtified. by any of her Children. Iris your 

4 Cmax sI@ Foy, and happineſs to Excel, not onely in that Yiſdom, which 

__ . * can diſcern, butalſo in that Canaor, which cheeriully accepts, in that 

 PArk $3" conrage, Which dares publikely,own what ſhall appear to be the Caſe 
of God, the - Inſtitution of Chriſt, and his Churches Comternments , 
amidſt the Conterfipts, CaJumnies, and Depreſsions, which they meet 
with,. fromthe Ignorance, Errors, Paſſions, Prejudices, Luſts, Inter- 
eſts, and Jealoufies of the World. 

» Care4. 5. The #xtellency of the knowledge of our Lord Ji[ us Chriſt (which 
you have attained by the bleſſing of God,upon h-,ahd,for Chiilts ſake, 
your [ervants, the able, faithful, and true Miniſters of the Goſpel, in 
this Church of England,) hath taught you to eſlcems all things in com- 

"Phil. 3.8. pariſongbut as loſs,and dung ; to chute to be with Chrilt ins forms, 

Tutzora ſunt (if the Will bf God beſo) rather thanenyoy the worlds calms, There 

_ Leon 7. was nefer, Ithink, ghy time, or cauſe, fince the Natne of Chriſt had 

| role Jer, Place upon Earth, wherein your real and commendable excellencies, 

ad more opportumticsto-fhew, or greneer occaftons to exerciſe them- 
ſelves, than now :+ Thig'beihg the tit adventitreof ſome mens inps- 
dent Impicty, attempting at once to annul, and abrogate, the whole 
FunRion and Office, the Inſtitution 4nid untinhterrupted Succeſsion of 
the Evangelical Miniſtry : Which prodigious attempt, no antient 
Hereticks , | tio | S$thi!maticks, ! porle t cyer owhed the name. 
of Chnſtians, were {o guilty of,-as ſome now ſeem to be: So that 
now,if cver, you arc expeted, both by God, arid good men, to appear 
worthy of your felyes, and your holy Profeſsion, either in Picty to - 
God,afmdtZcal to the Namie of your Savionr Feſws Chriſt; or in Guktice | 
and gratitude to thoſe your true Miniſters, who haye Preached to you 
| the trueway of eternal life , or in Pity and Chatity-,not ſomuch'go 
- thetn,/as to your ſelves -itdeed, and your poſterity the means of 
-wholc Saivation is dilpured, arid endangere#$) br in any other Chri- 
2. CtianAﬀettions, andhervick Motions; fiithas are comedy; for” thoſe 

True Saints that are filled with holy Humanity ;> being"thereforethebelt of men, - 

Charatters. becauſe they have inthem'the oſt of Saints. 0G 298 - 

* * 51 671 1.1: Saints, Tay, Not betaule great; birpood men ; not as applauded 

ane» nie! | bymets, butapproved of God ;" notas Arbitrators of Gutwand; bitte 
mom mn 9 2 pers df inward Peace ; Hot becauſe?*Congiierors' of '6thers,” by the 
arm of fleſh, - bur more than * Congueyd#r of Bo fiioes by the Graees 

untiry _ 
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of Gods Spirit ; a as violent Ratterv of others,” but 


F 


Charaiter. of ahi baits 
themſclves ; nor becauſe proſpered; and encreafedin Houſes, 
Rs Goes by the mine of -others , but by be- ' 
ing mortifiedin Deſizes, crucified in Enjoyments, cautions in Liber- 
ties, modeſt in Succeſſes, impatient of Flarterics, ( whichturn prond AQ 12, 23, 
Herods into worſom Werms,) full of Scif-denyings, where they moſt - - © 
excel ; coretieg nothing ſomuch, asto be nochingintbeir own'eyes; 
to enjoy Chriſt in and above all things ; to abound in eyery yu 
in 


word and work; to be humble in heights ; poor in plenty ; ju 

preyalencies; moderate infclicities ; compathonate to others in calg- 
mity : Ever molt jealous of themſelves, leſt proſperity be. their ſnare, 
jcſt they grow blackeſt under rhe botreſt Sun-ſhine _ + moms 


have their portion and rewardin this world ; left they not turn ' 
ſecular advantages, to Spiritual Improvements,” to holy Examples, Secunde res 4: 
to the ornament of Religion, to the good of others, to the peace and cripribue Pim 
weltare of the Church of Chriſt. _ —_—_— 

Such living and true Saints, I may humbly and earnefily _ "PM g 
plicate (without any non) who afte&t leaſt, but merir A ; 
that title upon Earth z who are Gods viſible Jewels ; the Darlingsof Mal.3. 17. 
Jeſus Chriſt ; the NG and Beauties of the World; the regenerate - 
Honor of degenerate Humane Nature ; the rivals and competitors with 
Angels, yettheir care 4nd charge; the candidatesof Eternal Glory, Heb-1.14- 
tors Heirs of an Heavenly Kingdom; the crow» and rejoycing of every Phil. 4. 2+ 
rue Miniſter ; the Bleſſed Fruit of theixrLabors, and tributes 
their Souls : The high Eſtcemers, the hearty Lovers, the liberal Re- 
lievers, the unfejgned Piniers, the faithful Advecates, 'and the carneſt 
Intercefſors, for the diftreſſed Miniſters ; the fo much deipighted, and 
(by many) deſpifed Miniſtry of this Church. You, in whom is the Sp/= Rom-8, 11. 
rit of the moſt Holy Ged, _— your mindes , with-the ſetled 
wiſdom of found agar. , and ſaying Truths ; captivating all 
wandring fancies, and pulling down all Figh 1maginations, which z Cor, 10; x.. 
exalt themielves beyond the writtes Rule of Chriſt, and the Analogy 
of that Faith, Which was o:ce delivered 1o the Saints, in the holy Rom. 112. 6: 
Oracles of the Scriptures, and cominued to this day, by the Miniſtry Jude z. 
and Fidelity of the Church ; which is the pillar and groundof Truth; 1 Tim. g. 26; 
both propounding and eftabliſhingit, againR all unbelief, ' and opp6- | 
fition. You, whole wills are redeemed-from the ſervitude of Gnful lufts, 
{laviſh fears,ſecular faftions ; whole Conſcierces and Converſations are 
bound by the filyer Cord of the Love of God and Clyiſt, toall Sacred 
Verity, real Piety,  unfeigned Charity,  fincere Purity; exa&t Equity, 
comely Order, holy Poltcy, and -Chrittign Unity; - from all: prophane + Tim, ». 16, 
novelries , feditious Extravagancies , licentious Liberties,” fanatick Bulinze nga 
Enthuſfiaſms, pragmatick Faions;and helliſh Confufions. You, that ''*» & ww-ee- 
arc firengthned with aJl holy and humble Reſolutions, which become '* 
the lober courage, and calm magnanimity of tr#e Chriſtians, cxther 
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to ſpeak anddo, what honeſtly yourmay; for Chriſt and his Chinth © 
blch.11. 35. for Gout your true por mf porn x chuſe with' Moſes," rathtr © 
- to ſuffer with them, than to be any way alsiſtant to,” rejo cing; in, | © 
| or-compliant with , the ruine of them; -that ſo in'all*thi ES 40 
Tit. 2,10. may adorn the dottrine of Chriſt, and honor the true Reformed 
Chriſtian Religion , eſtabliſhed and profeſſed in this Church 'ﬆ.- 
England. | aand.,- 


S 


Dilcretion,. which have no leavenof finiſter ends, 'or unwort 


To your judicious Zeal, fincere Piety, unbyaſſcd Charity, A ; | 
cies , (being got above the vain hopes, fears; diſhdences; and (>, 


of meermen,) 1'do in all Chriftian Charity and Humility; -pretene - 
this: Apology , in the bebalf of thoſe Pearls, the irne Miniſters of 
this.Church of England, whole worth is not abated , though they 
Math.7.'tr. Juftre be obſcured ; nor are they Jeſs precious when trampled by Swine 
- Rev.z.1z, #rder their feet ; nor leſs Stars in Chrifts right hand ,” and Leg in 
Sy the Firmament of the true Church,” when they are clouded-by theſe 
Rev.9.2. Fogs and Vapors,” which aſcend from'the Earth, os from the bottom- 
''- leſs pit , from the malice and mageof- merrordevils. | 
Godly Mi- Nothing moreadorned and-perfced Chritts-divine Perſon, and 
niſters (u{= meritorious -Patience ,. than 'bis being blinded, bufferted, ſcourged, 
ferings are mecked, reviled , ſtripped, ' cxowned with Thorns, and Crucifed; 
their.Glory. * nor was he Jels a'King-and Saviour, when his Purple Robe was 
Heb.5.9. taken'off, 'and his own Garments divided among the ſoldiers + He 
= 2.10. was not leſs the £ Meſſias, * the ſent, and anointed of God , the Great _ 
. _ + Preacher, andfulfiller of 'Righteouſneſs, when he was the ſcorn and 
deſormes oſs outcaſt of men ; nor 2 leſs precious Foundation , and corner Stone , 
023 poſſumus, -when refuſed by feoliſh builders, who dafhed themlelyes againlt him, 
quocungue mods inſtead of building and reſting by Faith upon him. . 
ad Cirifth ima In like fort, the trwe Miniſters of this Church,” ( whom the 
Linem confor- : 
manu' ; cajus Pride and wantonneſs of ſome men glories to account, ' as the filth 
nunquan mags aud off-{conring of all things , to ſpeak and do all-maner of evil 
enicuit . glaria | againſt ther falſly and injurioully ; \ if they maY be ſo far bleſt of 
ay es ſpare od, and honored, as to ſ»ffer after Chriſts example , and to make 
iter 0s #p (to their meaſure) the remainder of the ſufferings of Chriſt m his 
ebatur. Chr) ,-Body, the Church ; there is no doubt, but the Spirir of Glory will 
Iſai. 53. more reſt upon them, the power of Chriſt be moreperfetted inthem, ' 
-— oma and the light of Gods countenance be more ſhining on-them, than . 
arg - * when their Corn, and Wine, and Oylincreaſed ; their faces will then. 
Phil.z, 29, 2PPcar moſt, as Angels of God, when with Saint Srephen,: they ave 
Col.1..24. belet with ſhowres w ſtones; - overwhelmed with all maner- of hard 
2 a 14 ſpeeches, andrude —_— Thus it becomes the proud. and petu- 
A? ;, hntworldto a&; and thus. it becomes Jearned, able, and humble 
Jude x5, Miniſters to ſuffer. Who have'then leaft cauſe-ro be-aſhamed,” when 
ae, they: axe moſt oppoſed, and oppreſied for Chrilts take ;: . For, 'trode 
[6 ; in 
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"Wherefore I have adventured, although the weakeſt and unwor- 
thieft among.many of my Fathersand Brethren, the Miniſters of this 
Church of England, ſo far rg fatisfie the worlds curiofity , as to give 
them ſome prope, and :yiew of the Miniſters of England, in their 
preſent diſtreſſes, feazs, andafflitions ; that mien mayſee, with how 
ſtedfaſt- coumteriances,' they canJook upon their adverſaries, while Aas 6.15. 
they ſtop their ears againſtthem,gnaſhtherr teeth at them,and threaten ' 
utterly to deſtroy them ; that their cauſeleſs ard implacable enemies 
may behold, : with whatdivine comfort ang affurance, they can walk, 
both cheerfully and uprightly amidſt rheix fiery (ones ; into which Dan.4. 
they are therefore caſt, becaule they will, nor fall down and worſhip, POTN 


* thoſe [dol-ſhepherds; thoſe Falſe-prophets, thoſe Meer-images of * . 
Miniſters, t/a have iet Rb Clog as gods in the Clinch $48, Ix" yp " 
God; \uch, as neither they, nor their Fore-ſathers, nor any Church Teachers , ; 
of Chriſt for One thouſand fix hundxed yeers, ever knew,or heard of ; Delores, Vani- 
who were ever blefſed, and.thankfully'contented in all times, either eat; Leber 


of periecution, or peace, with thoſetzxe;Arniſters , 'who ina right poo... 
Nl 


way of due Ordination, deſcended. from, and tucceeded in the place, =, 
and ordinary power of the Apoſtles, . and- the other Ditciples which T | 
were fult ſent 'and ordained by Chritt : Which the true Miniſters of Mord.” Res * 
the "Church of Ezg/z»d, being conſcious to themſelves, (as I ſhall brper penn a 
after prove) that they bave rightly received, - they haye this con- ang j" 08 
fidence ſtill, That they are neither to forſaken | of God,” nor deſtitute damedrwelye, 
of good Conſciences, : nor deſpiſed by good men, nor d> they deſpair, tharthey- 
but that they may haye/leave, be able, and permitzed, with juſt tree- 001d bewith 
dom, arid modeft courage, to plead. their cauſe, before any Tribunal he miane fond 
of men; not,doubting, but they may have fo fair an hearing, as Sc. rhem 
Paul (their Great Predeceſlor, both in Preaching .and Suffcrings) Preach. 
hoped from Felix, Feſtus, Agrippa, or Ceſar: , Of whole piety the rang, II, 
: "208 clo d- 
Apoltle having no great perſwation ,1 yet he charitably pcelumed to gy bend ope- 
finde ſo much equity, and common humanity in them, as not to be 70i& dpers 
condemned by 'them, being #nheard ;.. or tobe acquitted, as to any 7 —_ 
crimes falfly laid to his charge ; if he had but the favor of a fair Tri- — 9% conſeia 
.al, -and- impartial Hearing. So hard it i for a good man ever to de- — # 
ſpair ina good cauſe... RR 
ws PHY \ 3b my confidence be juſt, and wel-grounded, as to the 3. 
merit of that Cauſe which I have (by Gods help) underaken ; yet, Reaſon of 
. when Iconſfider my. ſtrength, which is ſmall ; my infirmities, which chi Ad- - 
are many z my defes, which are manifeſt ; my intereſt with men of dreſs. .. 
place.and power, which'is.yery little ; and the prejudice, againſt 
whatcver I, ox any other Miniſter can do in this Kinde (whic ne oh 


6 Humble thoughts in eminent places: = 


- Yuod deeft i= be great and many) I have (as feeble" Crearwres, conſcious to their 


rabus, babes = <eakneſs, are wont to do) fled to therefwge and aſ11t ance, firftof 

caxeld. Gods grace (which is —_ for me, and which in the midſt of 

As 27. threatnings, ſtorms, and ſhipwrack,bids me be of good chear.) Next, 
to that of your mediation, (Oexcellent Souls) who arcevery where 
diſperſed-in this Nation ; whoſe ſorndneſs of minde, and wncorrapteds 
bets of maners ( yet remaining ) hath hitherto preſerved this Lick- 
ſliding and u3Þþrvory age from utter rotrenneſs ati putrefattion : Poſh- 
bly your mediation ED far prevail among all eſtates of men, as to 
allay thoſe aſperities, abate thofe animoſitics, remove thoſe prejudices, 
fatisfle thoſe jealouſies, under which, the Mmifters and Aliniſtry of 
this Church, do now lie in many mens mindes; and, it may be, in 
ſome of theirs, who are become men of power and renown. 


Humble Whole emirercy, T hope, will not be cffended, if I humbly put 


*"Monition to them in minde, That their glory and greatnels is not more evident 


thoſe in © others ( who are prone to meaſure their hopes and fears, by the 
"AY beams or ſhadows which they caſt —_ them) than moſt of all to be 
In {ublinitate ſeriouſly conſidered by themielves ; fince, from thole rnines, on which 
pofitis tam de- they are raiſed, and from that height, to which they arc exalted, they 
ſcenſus quam may ecafily Jook down, and learn, in how ſlippery a ſtation, and how 
oye 12 Ao tottering a poſture all, humane glory, and excellercy doth confift. 
minus &f guod T hat, Ge triumphs of ſuch poor mortals carry their own deaths after 
terreat, quam them, as well as other mens before them ; that, as b»bbles, they have 
guod placeat. the fame principles of frailty in them, by which others bave tuddenly 
diſappeared , who lately ſwelledas big, and ſwamas high above the 
mi'rrs bray, WAITS, as theſe now do. All rejigious experience teJ]s the molt ſwbrile 
Cn. and elated ſjirits, the profourdeſt proceflors, and the moſt fotent 
attors , That they can have but a ſhort time here, may have a ſudden 
change or period, and mult give a ſevere acconnt of all ations the 
do, and all advantages they enjoy, in this preſent world : Of a 
which, they ſhall carry no more comfort with them, than they have 
made con'c:ence to do the work, of God, according to his will, re- 
_ ro mankinde in the ſure and ſcored Orreles of his written 
Word. 
zach. 11. It is manifeſt, That ſome men have been a faff of Bonds in 
Gods left hand, to puniſh the fins, cr exercife the Gracesof many in 
*3 Chro.22.8. theſe three Nations ; whether they ſhall be a ſtaff of Beauty in his 
\ 1 rol right hand, for the {cpport of Piety, Peace, Order, and true Religicn, 
= eb-xgom my te event will beſt ſhew. They Fave 2&ed. many things 2s Mew, 
Name,becauſe With great poEcy and power ; it is now expeRtcd, they ſhevida& as 
thou haſt "truly Refermed and witely Reforming Chriſtians, with Piety and 
_ a Charity; (if, at leaff, that may be hoped in the time.of the Go'pd, 
= Farth in . Kbich was denied to. Davids zea{under the Law : That ſucha$shave 
wy Fight. * ſked mr. ch blood in Civil Wars, ſhould be inflrumental ro $wi/d the 
| Houſe 


wi 


£ 


of dpologiar; 


Houſe of God :) Peradyenture they may'be means, if notto repair its 
oreat decaycs, yet to hinder it from that total ruine, and utter vaſta- - 
tion, which by many and bad men are thxeatned ; but, we hope by 
more and better men (with Gods help) will be paevented. 

And truly, if I knew, how I might moſt acceptably. make my Ad- 
dreſs, and fairlyplead my excuſe with men in place and pawer ; if I 
underſtood what might molt merit to Apologize beforc all great, good, 
and ingenuous men, for the boldneſs of now publiſhing this Apalogy, I 
would in the moſt ſoft words,and comely terms, beſpeak their fayor,and 
deprecate their oftence, for ſo it becomes Candidates and Peritianers : 
But my integrity is beyond all oratory ; and my plainneſs beyond aÞf{ wi aire a 
artifice or ſtudy ; I baving no deſign, but onely this, (which I take Ts Low 
to be; as pious and juſt, fo not altogether misbeſceming the ſtation 1, poet 2D: 
wherein God hath ſet me) That from the Country obfcurity (where- hp gs | 
in Iam not wholly buried) I may crave leave to uſe koneſt Chriſtian The deſign 
Liberty in this one thing, whichrelates, not ſomuch to my Perſon, as of this A 
to my Profeſſion and FunQion, ; Aud in this, to appear in publick pology.” . 
not as a Counſeller, or Ditator, or Threatner , but/asan humble waar wofinates 
Client and Suter, among thole many, which always attend thoſe who *# Mavivan- 
have power to ſave, or to deſtroy, OI evil, Norinthisam I 9. Fu. - 
any ane ſuggeſting, what I might fooliſhly imagine fittclt to mee 

d>ne in State affairs, ( from which, as from Pitch and Birdlime, 
I am moſt willingly a iranger ;) but onely propounding, in all hum- - 
ble and due reſpeRt, what is by many men, much wiſer and worthier 
than my ſelf , conceived as moſt neceſſary for this particular Church 3* mwinw: ind 
of God in England : And wherein the feazs of very many Excellent f = 7 get | 
Chriſtians are ſo urgent upon them, that it were better to offend by a... "Winn ot 
ſpeaking in loye, than by filence to'a& the part, beth of an Enemy 2 w «a . 
and a Coward; Yet in this. freed-»r,_ I would not willingly offend 9. Syae/ 
any, that really are, or eſteem themſe]ves, my Betters, and Superiors, ad Arcad. In- 
ſo, as to exaſperate them by any 1aſh or rade-expreſſions. I carneſtly ** 
deprecate all ſuch failings in my ſelf, and ſuch ſuſpitions in others. 
This reſtraint and caution, I haye, not: ſo mych out of fear:of men, 
(yet do I fear wer, as far asfear is due ;) but rather our of that fear | 
| o God, which is the beginuivg of Wiſdom , and that reverence ] mimw wanur* 
ow to my ſelf, and my Profeſſion , as a Chriſtian , and.a Miniſter, <a anion.” 
whom nothing leſs becomes, than the badge and livery of Paſſion ; 779 | 
or the jaundice of Chokerich, Diffuſion, evident in the face of. their 
writings. - I:[oye-not (if they were fafe) affeRarions of La Y | 
which power may interpret Seditious,: Turbulent, or Treaſonable: 1 
have learned ao be patient under hard things , thankful for moderate, 
hopeful for better ;- Nor do I diſdain to beſeech- mans-favor,” whoſe 
fory God can veſtrain, and tarnthe remainder of wrath, -to his praiſe 
and his Cluxches good... Let others complain of a 
ws yan 


"ans print ipi, 


2 of this Apology: V3 
(which I fee), as well as they.) Let them agitate ſecular Intereſts ; 
which never want their vicifiitades, crofles, and defeats : My ſenſe 
and addre(s in this — y, ischiefly for thoſe things which concern 

t 


the true Miniſtry, and the Reformed Religion eſtablifhed in England ; 
(In which, not cuſtom, and education, but judgement and conſci- 
ence, I hope, hath confirmed me by Gods grace,) Andfor'thoſe men 
eſpecially, whole office and duty I think itis, by af maane.. dot 
and fkiffering, as Chriſtian Miniſters, according tothe Will of God, 
ro vindicate and preſerve true Chriſtian Religion , and to tranſmit it 
as Reformed, in an untlemiſhed, and unqueſtionable ſucceſhhon to 
Poſterity. * ; "ads Bog & % 
4  ' Your /Virtwous Excellencies, upon whoſe favor, chiefly,” I have 
Why in 4) adyentured this Addrels, to tk view of the ſupercilious , and more 
of Apology. untractable World, are not ignvrant what noble Precedents may be 
alleged for my writing in this maner of Apology, (which is cx ought 
* Apologeticum 'to be a * twiſting -of Logick and Rethorick together ; a Checquer- 
ſcribens $225 ork of Arguments and Oratory ; ſtudying -to'cloth the Bones and 
eff +> opts Sinews of Syllogiſms, with the ſmoothneſs and beauty of Eloquence') 
quedam orato- O « a . _ 
14 diſputaxtis ſecking at once, both to convince the Underſtanding, and toexcite the 
& Diateflici AﬀeStions : For beſides thoſe Jefler and ob!curer pieces recorded by the 
deprecant®, Anticnts, of Ariſtides, Melito, * Quadratus, Apollinaris, Merhodi- 
5 | WW; Johannes Gram. Themiſtins, and Apollonizs;, (this laft, being 
"Apoſtolori; Diſ. 2 RomanSenator, wrote andrecited in the Senate, his Apology for the 
cipulum Acbe- Chriſtians, and was after crowned with Martyrdom ;) We havcalſo 
nienſs Pontifex extant thoſe famous Apolegies of Juſtine Martyr, who dedicated his 
Ettlefie, Adri- 4 tothe Romay Senate and his ſecond to Antonin Pins Auguſtus ; 
tibrum £18 Cj. allo that of Tertullian, who in the time of Severws the Emperor,ſee- 
fiana Relizione ing Chriſtians periecuted onely for the * Name, /as a {ufficient crime, 
tardrdit. Ettch (as many Miniſters now are by ſome men)” wrote kis Learned, Jarge, 
wo _ yin and accurate Apology dedicating it tothe Emperor and'his Son. ' Saint 
utperſecutionem FTflary allo, - wrote 2 Defence for the Orthodox, againſt the Arrians, 
graviſiman preſenting it to Conſtartizs the Emperor, - And of ater times (inits 
alli exellens inde, inferior to none) is that A logy of the Learned, Pious, and 
ſedoret ingent- {comparable Biſhop Jewel *.The'former wrote their Learned,Modeſt, 
Camzz AandEloquent Apologies for Chriſtian Religion,” as it then Rood (like « 
Zeron, ad Mag, the Lilly among the Thorns ) baited, perſecuted; and condertmed onall 
a ; _ fides by the Heathen, who wanted _—_— _— » — ion 
atus avs * power to opprels; yet was it boyedup andpreſerved by Gods bleſfin 
Cn ws. on the beamed Courage, nou bare or onttancy If zhofe. ob 
we, & ex pre. Other Holy Mcn { This laft (areerranay wt rn pars bo dicated 
judicio dam- the Reformed Churches (and particularly this of Emþ Le Nifok their 
naxtur Cbrifli- 108 complying with, andſubmitting-to the Councel of 'Treri'; und 


am. Ter. Apol: for their neceſſary receding from the Church of . Rowe ; fo far onely, 


6 Apolegy. as this did in DoRrine 'or -Maners *from © the. Scyipryze iRules , and 


from 
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or it; men now do ; who dare an 

bus w_be with, Done, ry 0s ; © aA thing, 

- 7 L know my ſelf/ wnyworchy ro rear "paltia 

Troop of etreparbret ans > oof þ pu Fore ipnorince 

own Tenuities; or other mers Sufficienci 13% ther I iove ts ral. 

ventured to &sft my ſelf: is the Army of ys ems bogifts, oft, 

march under the Banner of this Apology' : 5 hy Weed x. 

ſeemedto ſome men (1f not'to my ſelf) to be 

to this duty (/or endeayor, atlas) is 4) mnjchas Thad Fein 

redeemed what beyond'the ordinary, from that /gr ? 

bays ore on en rg rermucY, r na eng Hen ne Zens 
ro 'yiciate the ſweeteſt 'ConfeRioris, made uy ING Miniſter | 
kinde : As if all were done, onely for hae? hvebhood and” 54 
which. their Chureh-Lowings afford them ,- that "Miniſters fo 
Kickle, = fear > med ot En a and , dither _. 


by ſpeech DEget 
Few meh fta freer from the' s of chis ſuſpinion, Gan my 
t, or future expeQatio n, 
;- which is ſuch, 4s neither an i 
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w - 4 


nities ES: Piet: among a' 
che moſt part) prin fur furor deny whoſe 
peaceable to me in theſe rimes bath med, 


por Rny f cheir ſouls, before 
am over hen, kn che Lood:! I thank C 
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of Minifare laphe ix rep ation; 
dtruly in che mi of, , our” &.a aqs,: we the; Mingfbers 
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ang bath ih ine and Maners,, co | 
kably. offgnhye x Sa) andepans by.howmuch, in the RE 
ge 5 and eminency. of ta: t.Calling, more ny wenk wes expected 
from wo and 0n/ wary 7 "a 2d - ' El 1 
I hope, 9% gize- Probing etters,..or. my Bre- | 
uw ws 1 thee , while IL hanbly y 9 fengre quy ſelianabe Poreh arid 
Lapſe of Mi EE Apology 5; EVP E6"2 2.006, and taking &umets 
niſters inthe py elf, as = 4 others z Not by an uncharitable-cenvuing of:-avy 


love and re- 2 penitential ſearching and diſcovering the true cauſe, 
putationthey fo es the Lord hath: poured. this. con © upon: the Mit 


had ? afiers of this Qburch.;. . Herean'ra | begin arigþht with Gad,. [And our 
own anlcjencry, may may belt relieve us, Whth-apes 3. the di 


Mia edpugxer 'Of a mis balt Jong, iT up, ns ar aground, - \Tngennau 
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Quicquid defu- fs 0 bent de zhetame mdngacki God -anti raaato 


it pietat aut tn Den $i ho, loones: had confeſitd. i 1 
| Lanny confeſ- > ane he Lord, but he heard that icons reply,: The 
ſons bunilites 1, py thy fin, chow ſheks an tit, | 
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12 of Minifters farmtr Conformity, "i 
bells mercies, we then had ; inſtead of on re 1mpatin, 
cou Sehenere! exce, which was ſo loth to bear any i 7 wy wo nr 


1 a5 ne. 
bat, 90 men imagined ; wherein (for ho part) ignorance,, or 


or vulgari x mindes and maners, made * greater out=cryes, = | 
tn. Brat 4.63.2 than either truth of 5 — tenderneſs of well- 
i in levi- | — mae Conſciences. The after-inſtabilicy in ſome men mo 
bus 3, gu#tida- and Rupidneſs of their maners, ſhews the Fertigo and Lee 
c0#- . their Brains : \ For many men, who, when it began to. be-in 
M —_ ſtrained at: thoſe gnets, which formerly for many = , they had 
vir ſit cor1an- digetted , yet afterward made no bones to ſwallow Camels of groſer 


na rect 


12 boris ;em in:n0vations, ſuch as no diſtinRions.can mince or chew ſmall enough 
ſapereworts._ . fora good Conſcience. And ir is confeſſed by thoſe, that have,now 
Verulam.. , atraincd{ their after-wits, oy thoſe former & ities enjoyned by. . 
-- Law, were but; wotes, in compariſon. of thoſe beams, which' now 
threaten to eclipſe the lig ira Pf this Exgliſh World , and ro put ont 
. the very eyes of the Sm and Watchmen of this Charch, 
s bo Ms excellent Miniſters, for Learning, Piery, and Induſtry, 
(þefides innumerable orher Chriſtians) did us forwer.times, grow up; 
..,, fo great thrift in ſound knowledge; ' and all beauties of holineſs, eved 
amidſt thoſe, ſo. much: ſulpeRed and.decryed weeds of Conformity ; 
which if they were not, as ſweet Adarjoram, very ſure, 
they Were not as (mors in , hp C oloquintils or oor bel wow 
hurtful, or, death .in the :pot ; being) judged by the wiſdom of ths the 
2 Church and State here, = - the mott learn Divines abrope. - 
_ be withins the liberty and compus of thoſe things, 6f 'Order and 
7 CONCY', whieh by tar one grad charter, 1 Co, 14.40. are owed 
God to: be ordered by the prudence of any 
As an Army Church ; And in which, all Churches, in all ages oa; places, have 
with Banners, eſteemed their ſeye1 Co fins The them ,. without any breach 


in Rack 69: and of Charity ice of berg cebloniſh of the, Faith; 
Fik, ye may Yor never Cocker) without the offence þ:95 ſong particular wag e54 
be deformed - 1 the Churches , whoſe-fancies. Ns hk fault with any 
by being diſ- whereof themſelves are. not Fathers, or at leaſt Goſſips. gs | 
ang 2 Chriſtians will Fino God for modcrate enjoyments ; nor.are | 


* boundo contend for whaz they think beſt,ro the wg 
blick Peace. Patience is a 7 alwa $ near, | 
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added (to the Yi or of gre e 1,y+r of the TaW Wet ptoidforints's ""hoveaF rileje 
gooo. fe. be yea (deny A roars = | encxt hat by L.Iv3 ladt bi 

T . re/mwad a j&notane& andy Ae Fewer 

6:4 ju us,” blaſphernies in dpinidhs;} brokenmneſs fro eff eu 
| LS weak ons; difſojuriops, ſep ft; undecentics b& Frored adrivinifirdeiong! 
conieftures and* am lapage , aAHnary: ers oft 4 * S5thhr: ſe 
TRE 6 Gan ea 
| rx il No. "Ie cop, orbr 'unlcer "Ars 'ioſe Conjeſures o 
arm F 

their Rong Cenſitres, 'which a late Wryeer 5 of / Minifiets ten tntions 


— 


tlirig, and IS | , 1 
wen rnogcb ey yes af kg Oey of mr le 
deos they 3): Ale, he and ern ene eG 
ve,: and.refpect the paopitotbenſwalterg and 
ons ful, a 


rats as yk rare is gvidena;! many mens end: war 
= LS 


etl 
with bare = _ Mderofirs, hy 
conflant, andeinix racy a if INTO 
pormne 
by the raftimleniat:ts Uaned mor, Tornin 
Fines d _—_ captions,ouridys,/ ntl 6 
yes; if they: ſextrer eenbor{ ſpmnetbing £0xbee: 


16 Fiveec >; 31Þ thidfe - 
particulars, thoſe whore po rw © which, x 
defited:; ye what wig kan ets RUGEs 7 
(in-comparilon). ean feridefanh 
a. gre Nr re rar) ey &; asor chi 


Miriitters be fa ruch; wer) hope = wry. 
that; al; _ they:bave, ed wee jr ag + wherein.to tp 
men tO gain upon. wills, 
| SOS there: ate but for: cans give SES 
is! > TI T7179 Þ rvimns Hf is naiivoi. wes: 
ne hnh nn 
{ s 
_ 1dots.:.. Adas,; ep be the 
fnand pharoxijins, 35 may Munfeers now GRO: Wear 
I ery fretiom mens and highly. 7 a nga 


wings.of eguſarilags gnd-ands 4: inwhich ze! | 
Ln 


wn pe eblt, than choſe that. 

uded. - The rand ſn fires of lefler feandeld,>pmd 
common failings among Miniſters, might;kiidlei 
canes of them but theſe TE 


> fe, 28 this j35: Fr ary arc yu 


pee nor ; 


:Whofms 


- A. 


ſ 4 bur be a5 high Foy et Hi 3 fron both they | 

it not t DE 23 man, 

1 enjoyed ey __ ed noble advantages above other:men, of - 

lt ing God, advancing Chriſtian Religion, and incouraging a 

holineſs : Nor was the having of of Dignitics and Aternnter thelithg 
bur the not fairbful uſ $ rare/n if of them, ad 9m 

Luke 12. 48. pogmags 5s; much required,either in duty, or in penalty, 


jt 

It 

id Topher is alſo-(we ſec) enlarged, for the generality of = 
| ws hea Sour. Ms AF * 
[ 


and ſuch as diſdained to be-counted the ſter:-3 nor is 
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20 The with anſe of naImſters lapſe. "Mm 
uſually attend the' negligence of their calling, and bring many ſcan- 
dals upon both their perſons, and their funtion. Theſe are not the 

; -ſpors; \of that kinde of /*proſie\, "which could have ' thus' made” the 
_ + whole botly-of 'theit profeffiori' tobe eſteemed by matiy as unclean, 
A "Box under thele' perſonal" 'failings and deformities; ( wherein ſons, 

| and it may be too'many' of us,” have been blamable in all times, 
(+ - yerftill; 'thatabllitie, ſoiindriefs,” afid"diligence, 'Which'was found 
in many: other worthy Miniſters, both as to their /ear7ing-and prery, 
[was ſufficient to preferve) the dignityant yenerableneſs of tþ Qt 

'on, from general \obloquy;"and toritengpt ;- mor ever was. it broup 


co that preciprce; Where now it ſeerris to ftand, both'asto tiireſpeR, 
and danger. -. - [200 Jionns = | "re 
$ <0) Un, chatthoſe thick clouds arid groſfſer vapors ( heretofore un- 


The adds known among Proteſtam Miniſters im Eneland) like » Scotch miſt, 


cauſe,” 4. | -or Egyptian darkyeſs, came over the whole Pirniament (almoſt ) of 


ſome. con. |'this Ghurchi;- darkaing and +wrHing imts Blood, even many of thole 
ceive. - Stars of the-fecondand' third magnitude,” at leaſt ; penny” 
+, ſhined, without blemiſh, in the, toundneſs of their judgement, wel- 
' © © , $uided reals, mecknels of their ſpirits, and diligence in their places, 
.... -to al exemplary holineſs; who'(good _ probably did notknow, 
\ ; whilei their 2a:f/e were pared,” and kept ſhort,” by the'Laws and 
|  Govennment above'them , - how much they covld ſcratch” (event till 
\ - the blood came): if once the liberty of rimes ſuffered them to 
ſo-Jong, - that ſome mens ſecular projeRs might uſe them, as'the' Aj 


did the Cats paw. Then indeed it 100n appenres, that though Adfi- 


. niſters might be well-gifred, and well-affetted men , as to the Re- 
- formed Rel:gion, 'to the Laws, and all: publick Relations”, yer 
avere'but mew ; yea, though they were able and uſeful, ' while fixed 
in their Ecc/eſiaftical orb and tphere ; yer when they came to be 
pleetary and excentrich to that duty and modefty, which the Laws 
of God-and man 'moſt exaRly require of them, as Fohrs aijd pr- 
terns to others,' than did:theif- beams and influences begifi 16 grom - 
| malign, fierr,and combaſtive; ; - \ W194 11 "205 0 Os 
Hence too many Mimfters are looked upon, (how juſtly' 6d 
knows! ; and the 'World, with their own conſciences, not FT,” "muſt 
judge) as greet incendiaries;, full of violence, immoderation, tumul» | 
rtuary heats, and paſſi3naite trantports g beyond, what #54 Uther 
y; or juſt :for:grave:imen' of their -ealm and ſober profeſſion ; 
ito which high diſtempers, it was as cafie for then of learned pirts, 
of zealous ſpirits, and little experience im humane publick affairs, 
eſpecially.chat of a Civil-war, to fall ;' as for conſtiturions of high 
colour, and ſanguine complexien, tolaple mto Feavers or (lentwres ; 
; which by degrees, if not allaycd, bring the wiſeſt and ftronghſt men 
to 1avings, and fits of diftraGtion : "Such did thofe' violet: firs and 
"+ of 2 ki 


Miniſters, Politiclant, Pragwatical, and Revengeful. 
inordinate attivities ſeem to be (upon the ſecond thoughts and cooler 
reflexions of people) wherein many Miniſters, ſo much, andſo bufily, 
appeared in Sexares and Armies ; in Conventicles and Tumults ; 
more like Stateſmen, Politicians, and Soldiers ; or what became gagly 
light and vain perſons, than like'/earned, grave, and godly men; tuc 
as were called to a ſpiritual, holy and unbloody warfare : This forward- 
neſs in ſanguinary motions, rendred Miniſters vile, and contemned, 
even to thoſe, who were content to: uſe, their uncomly aQivities. 
The ſound of Trumpets, the cJaſhing of Swords, the. thundring of 
Canons, were ncta newer and greater terror to mens cars in Erglard, 
than were thoſe bold Philippicks, thoſe bitter Orations, thole ſharp In- x6; @ rerwans 
vettives, thole cruel Railings, uſed by ſome Miniſters, even in their »*, ixpoge 5 
Prayers and Preachings, againſt thoſe, to whom they formerly ſhew- T7» Saas 
ed a fair compliance and ſubjection : Whoz if _ they had deſerved evi/ apc agy 
language, and railing accuſations, yet of all men theſe did not become ; 
the mouths of Afiniffers.;; who ſhould in publick appear, as the 
Angels of God ; with tuch modeſty, light, and beauty,, as fets them 
fartheſt oft from any paſſionate darkneſs of. minde, / or. deformity of 
maners, or undecency of expreſſions. Since Chriſt hath commanded 
them moſt eminently to-bleis thoſe that curſe them ; to pray for thoſe 
that periecute them, &c. x 
After theſe; followed other vials forth, - (poured fotth from 
- thoſe, who ſhould have been onely Pirchers with Lamp, filled with Judges 7. 20. 
holy oy1, and fired onely with holy fire,) frarge ard new prodigies of ; 
nions, in doetrine, government, andmaners ; ſudden and violent 
Fharges (like wilde-fire) running even toalf extremes ; greater jeu- 
loufies and impatiences of jefferings, than'of Faning : Fierceneſs to 
be revenged upon any, by whom they ſometimes thought themſelyes 
injured mm the meaſure, when it may be, it was not the man , as 
the Law, by which they tuftered. | 
Yea, when ſome Miniſters were groin with ſuch meaſures of 
revenge, as might moye even: exvy it iclt to pity thoſe perſons, who 
ſuffered indeed juſtly from God for their fins ; yet from man, they 
choſe afflition, rather than fin: Yet. fill many Miniſters followed 
with ſevere cenſures, and harſh deelamings, even the miſeries of 
thoſe their Brethren, or Fathers ; (who were inall true worth, equal 
to them, and in many things, as well as in an envied autherity, aboye 
themz ) Yet in thole ſad rwines of ſome learned, grave, and gedly 
men, they ſeemed to glory ; caſting faggors of calumnies into thei 
fires ; ſhewing 10 little pity, and fo, much ſeverity to them in cala- 
mitier, That it will be no wonder to ſee many cf theirown Thumbs Judges 1.7. 
ard T ves cut off ; and themſelves brought to creep under, even enc- 
mies tables, for their Bread; who helped or joyed fo cruelly in maim= 
ing others, and bringing them GO mozlelof bread ; roms 


Monifters Hpradens,' 0 0s 
teſs pity and humanity to their deſtroyed Brethren and Fathers,” than 
. the Iſraclites did to the waſted Benjamites ; "more-regoycing inthe 
victory of a party, than deploring the fin, diſorders, and mitcriegof 
the whole, | | 
The mean complyings alſo of ſome Miniſters, with thoſe weak- 
xeſſes and extravagarcies of ſome mens opinions andprattiſe rmrRe. 
ligion, which they then knew, or ſulpe&ed to be evil and dangerous ; 
of which, they have firice been forced oft to- complain with birternels 
of ſoul, for want of rimehy reprovemng, and reſofute oppoſing '::1Aiddeto 
theſe, what if frequently obſerved, and withpreat ſcandal;;Fheirfhife 
ings and variatings from one lrving 'to'another, underpretence of 
Gods, or the peoples call, ( where the greater bexefice is'always the 
louder woice , and moſt effeftual call) being 'always deaf to any 
thing, that may in'any kinde diminifly their! profie, or-preferment 
Still ſeifing (like ravworus Birds and Beaſts, or. cumiing Woodmen) 
on any' prey they can eſpie ; 'upon which they gain byathoufand 
windings, and wily athbuſhes, though never fo injurious to the true 
owners, even their Fellow Minifters, and theirwhole Families: 
Theſe, and ſuch like frequent pubhck paflages, togerher with 
ſome Miniſters moſt imprudent negleAs of. opportunities, ſomerimes 
oftered, and much in their power, by which, to have he difter« 
ences to'an happy .compolure , eſpecially 'in-marrers'of Religion ; 
which were neither great nor hard: to have been reconciled/by men of- 
True Prudence 'and Chriftian moderation ; (which virtwes have: great 
influence in thingsof extern forni andpolicyin the Chuychof Chriſft:) 
The fatal omiſſions 2nd rejeKions'of fairoffers ; 'thwyſe.vrucl-defeats 
alſo which have followed' after, and the unſucretsfulblaſtings of - all 
thoſe plauſible proje@s, - and fpecionsdefigns, vwhichmany of - them 
had, for ſome time, 'driven 6n (as Jehs ) wery furioutly,:andias they 
thought very rriumphantly ; Thele, T'fay, andthe hikemotorious iny- 
rudences, if not- ſeandaJous impieties, ſcent tromany ſober wen , to 
hive beert #mong the chief miſts andelouds, bothrof folly and+infrmy, 
which have riſen/from too' many Miniſters liver and wmarers rand fo 


much'eclipſedthe glory and facevf their whole Firmttion, rwhich they - 


have rendred-*too'many men fuſpeRed,' as having: more of whe Felin® 

rick cunning and aRivity, than'of that mecki'and/quircetfpiritexehich 

was Toeminent in Jef Chrift ; 'Thar'fronn a prov mictivs/ 

(which fought to have an Oar Mm" every BoatYananysMinifters 

by many thoutzht ſoſuperfluons, both in Chmrebrarid Srate;rriian the 

- are ready '10 throw thent a) oyer-board ;*-av thinking rthere'is — 
of them, * tether in the ſad ſolemmiries of Chisftions burial Corho © © 

beyond all men; dying in the Zvrd,- wadinihope of a'befſod K 

recon, "ought not' to be buried with ther bufiatt of van df, -5bran Yew 
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3%," FTE "a; "7 NS. ; . "EPR baton t 
Ts . NS... MC... i a OB UE ESA 
- EOS oor & on ot Yd - 


IMs % wy TY - 2 L © 3p Co OW». 
y 7, ; - . OT Is 24 = Ed i x... by 
2 * "IIS 3 1 
* x _ E 
, 3 a + a " 
= . A F 6 - . 
hs : - ; _ 
: RE asrta;choice; ;. hut mor pr | 
— _ X . 


Meniers, by many, ceo ; 

wathal,; as: ph oe f 

or 2 Conſtable in a Vilage: Jad ae. a -wendey for nochingjo max wy 
to abuſes, 


dimary; than for be —_— » ORcQ 


to far-ito -_ —_ wary Tr em of / and paſanats "P%® | 


gendes , etady, folly ion een and greeduly40, wel- ; 
Come, «Seng ue and abo lit ion of 'th | P 
Icanner write it; and 1 hope: no bowel es on true, Eng- 

liſh heart, will read it; without grief: a ſhame; That I have lived to The: dofhoney 
ice thax verified and fulfilled: in too great meaſure, which * Copies: cuſt by ſome 
an Eloquent railer, ſometunes wrote Y wo with more nn + #poy t 
parcnt falfity, at that time, when the ſhare of the Miniſtry in England nv ol 
had not more of puhlick favor, than of true-howor and merit, both E 
for learning, piety, and order,) Nething (taith he) i. mope putid; ang © 
contemptible, than the Engliſb Clergy. O- that this reproach. were T9. —_—_ | 
with truth now to becontraditted, or confured ; which hath to heavis 
ly befaln us, and fa juſtly; fine too many Miwilders became: ſa prags 
matich., 10 impertinent , 10 anſucoeſiful in State policies ugrwort ES 
jetts, in\ſcoular agitations, . in. counſels and altions of. war. Foe 
which they have agitated more intenfively, nc; Chureh affairs and. 
matters properly rehgiaue. 'How odious mult itnecds be, : when-they 
are publick]y ſeen ſo vattly differing from thas Spirie of the Godpel , : 
which they Þ Preach ? - Sadiiguited intheis Habit 2 ſo degencratin 
from their Calling ? ſo difterent-from:the r»le and Example of the. 
Feſws _—_— _ holy Apoſtles , of the bleſſed Martyrs , of the 

primitive B , Preibyters, and Confeſſors ? Theſe might be ſeen 
Fpoſſibly) os of their Saviawr, ridin meekly on an Aſs, 
or, as [gpatioe, on {> vile beaſt, to be nents. Tak bus they were 
never met, on red, art pale, and bl. :6h_borſes ; chreatninghlopd, ond oy 
wary and famine;::and. death, to the Ayes, and Chyrghes, iniwhich- 
they lived: By. the imitation of whoſc wiſdom: from above 11, which tan. 
wa pure, aud peacecble, _—_ and caſic te.be Peta Is, a ſw. 3 chan 
walking in the good old ways 0 of moekyeſ, aſs pro , penned W. Cab Yeh amv 
Chriſtian Charity , Miniſters wene aſtcamed,in | 
den tokuve. thing w-ds in'matrers of Whey: ports o& Civil fadicar 

che Rewane, Faw 1 in Yelpab x Garde? oy 
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this Church, That nothing was thought too much, | or too 'dear for 
them : But, when by worldly paſſions 'and ſecular engagements, they 
are found too light for the balance of the Santtwary, where onely 5 
learned humility gives weight, and an holy gravity to'them z) when 

theſe ſors of God court the dawg hters of men , a dilguiſerhenaſehyes 
into the forms of -Politicrtans ; when they carry'omn vain and; yiolent 


projets, and opinions, by pride, choler, fierceneſs, tumultuarineſs, 


_ humble, patient, filent, crucified Meſſias, and had got ſome Marz- 
dom of God is im ; a Mahumetan God of forces ; whois to be ſerved in * Buff» 
nor meat and Cogts, and Armor , with the (Opima fpotia) the goodly ſpoils and 
—_— — victims of ſhin Chriſtians, their Neighbors, Brethoen.,” and 
ad Mad of Fathers. ; 
who ſo dull, as notto 


oo. , KC 
a 


C11 Comm 07 
picew predi- 


cant . Fonum = : 
aperiunt, gue \N med to offer that meature of /ſcer#, 
clauſs cbriſtas ” 


natus * Bellene 7 
ſacerdotes non 


_, ſpecious premiſes of zeal for Keligion, and a through" Keformingens, 
01084 x» When it is too evident, how much, not onely the mindes and-maners 


ſtelle ſajuteres of men, but the general formandface of the { briſtiar: and Reformed 


elle fo 
Ja” \ Religion, was never tending to-more deformity, . either.in-Dothrens, 
- 2 $_ T Government , Or Irue Diſcipline, than,now- tris as athex where fo 
in England, through the miſcatriages of: many \Adimfters, as-well-as 


people, 


entation'of things) Flome 10. 
warmthof natural zeal, and ſparks of ne affeRions, were allow- AHiniſters 
able to Miniſters (who are ſtill but men) in civil and ſecular affairs , 48) in civil 
relating (as they thought) to the good and fafety of their Conmry,their #{cntions. 
Laws, Keligion, Liberties Eftates, and Governors; 'yer ſhould theſe * 
warmer gleams 1m Miniſters bexrti, rather hive vented themſctves 
in ſoft dews and [weet ſhowres, than in lightnings and hot thunder- 
bolts, or coals of fire : Their politich, Preaching," theit earneſt Pray= .' «/ 
ers, their wnfeigned: Tears ſhould have attempered, "both their own - ROLES 
and othermens paſſionate heats : and” propenfiries t6 'civil fames': ride joel a, v, 
They ſhould; as * the: Prieftsvf the Lord, tave' ford atid wept be- 3,210,023 135" 
tween the Porch and the Altar ; crying mightily to Heaven, that Few. 
God would ſpare. his Churth, and people ; And with men on Earth, "V+ 27+ ber 
they ſhould have interceded, rhat _ would pity theniſelyes, '&3d Mjjnifters 56 
one another. Miniſters. of all men, ſhould haye fudird, preached; the Lord - 
prayed, wept, and faſted, all forts and _— meg in this Nation: weep: Lee. 
(who: were ſoimany ways neerly related to one '#hother) into calm. then fay, cc 
neſs, moderation, 'Chriſftian temper, forbearines, mitual condiſcend. mo peo- 
ings,and proneneſi to reconciliation : If this would not do,they d Ws 4%. w | 
haye * /food in the gap , or lain proſtrate (as Cecina did) in the un< * Exek:n3.30. 
happy breach , and rather choſe to be trodden' under rhe 'feer 'of 1 Pughr fora 
Armies, Men, and Horſes, than to ſee the woful day, inwhichtheir 2* | 
King, ad Canvmtry-men, and Fellow Chriſtians, and Brethren, ould o_ 

into anwnmater al war, to cut one anothers throats.  " thehedg, ry 
--. This Ifay, godly and render-hearted Minifters ſhould'rather ftand'in the-' 
have done, -thain in' the leaſt kinde,, have kindled or fomented fuck _— L ph 
chacT 0 not deftroy it, bureT found none. C "caim-milites ter, wee anitnt ; ch 
ws Techie. 's jor, wifi alien gnite ris 8 RL OG 
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| Get els . 
Miniſters degortmens inGivl ankles. 


unnainral es, and unchriſtian famds ; 1 rudeby intrudivg 
{elves into < Fo Ba full of reſtlels Ricklinigs' ; Stateagi them 


politick plortin cunning -/ infinaatings 3 (purid flarterings) ſees. © | 


whiſperings, evil turmiſings, uncomly clamort;dnd rude 


of fears to tewds, of jealouſies-to eximities; of miſapprehenfions tg 


rrecotcilable diſtances, , etpecially in.matzers wherein their propex 
intereſts (as in thoſe of Church-Governwment and Diſcipline) might 
ſeem any {top- or diſficulty to peace, or anyoccafion ro-war +' Wh 
concludes not,. that in ſuch violent deeds and demands, Miniſters 
forgat and forſook, the greateſt honor and duty-of their FunQioh'1 
Matth.5: 9. Which 1s, to be bleſſed peace-makers, to Ss, wen to be recontiled 
2 Cor, 5. 20. to Ged, and for Chriſts ſake to one another g.by wholepretions blood, 


they, above all men, ſhould ſhew: they are redeemed from thoſe. 


fierce wraths, and crue! argers., which cannot but be curſed;”.and 

| merit to be ſeriouſly and deeply repem;ed;-left for them, Minifters be 
Gen.q9-7: divided in Jooedy andicattered in 1ſrat!.,, And however, many botter 
ſpirited Miniſters, might have honeſt hearts ro God and man 5" 

it appears they haNbu weak heads, and were not aware, - That” fes 


T4. 
A 3 
? f 
« 


. Cular policies and worldly, intereſts, though hd begin _ | 


Gbly, : and aſcend like vapors; from fair greunds z+.ycr-they prelently 

thicken like miſts into -black clouds., drawing _ po Laos. 

tears like ſtrong winds : Theſe drive men. to neweantels ; "after 
*Tere. Apol. Plcad neceſſities ;. and from neceſſity-obtain what indulgences /a 
de Chriſtianis, dilpenſations ſoeyer, cither proſperity, or adverſity require, in order 


cap.37: Omsia to thatgreat 1dal Seif-preſervation ; which:even! in the! Church: of 

veftva implevin Chrilt exalts it ſclfiabove all that is ea/led God ; far differem from 

fade wy primitive prattiſes ,. which were in ways:of ſetf-deneal, Chnifftian 
;ghe, c- 


tience, and civil {nbjettion, their lives 40 ſave 1hews ; \fol- 
a, . 580A of Chriſt, imnitaking up 1s crop, ,* when they wanted not 
ſeen; forum, numbers, AN which, holy Chriſtian arts | by the unneceſfary de- 
bf ntd dhw =. figns, precipitang counſels, and raſh adveiitures, of ſome" paſſionate; 
weak, or lef-leeking-men, are 6ft forced to vale, and: give-place to 
that, which is falſly called Reaſon of. State ; whichloves mot to be 
£90 {traight-laced with any ties of :rxe and ſelf-denying Religion * 

whoſe paſſivenels is the beſt preſervative, both of the Church, and 
' any truce Miniſter, whatloever. > var bay, dots yours 
--41..  - All true and wiſe Migitters teach, i(and fo they ſhould practife) 
Miniſters That" it is better patiently ro (nffer:* tome deformities ii Churphs\, 
much -w to and preſſures in State, than to be vrolexnt abbors of aa new ones; EN 
them [clues | 2 means to reform the old. And ſince the mindes of men are gene- 
their ſhame, mally prone to meaſure .counſels, andpurpdies,: by the events, rhey 
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taaaarote + do calily conclude , That God never leayes a good cauſe ;(whergigy | 
gc 


raves tuie now; is ffbry, and Churchts' 00d were faid to be 10;highly vwmtenadied; 
pobames, AU9S 5 tfhelols and lapfe,) ( as now the yl 0s an 
| | | unle!s 


R—_— | 
leſs” ir were” Oey er dh eres? * ung 
Truly  ſetdbpn,, oe ood | 
tuly it 18 
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the Th | | 
_ w rt a which Was ee poprdael 
der and wile charity of the good Symaritav.” For theſe men 7 Luke 10. 39. 
this Church and State mach wow:ded, asit Wasgoing froth t a7 Wa. 
of fore \grieviencer, to tht 'of atbro yh Rejor format for, ih 
=_ het) were toolibera ad ang Fir Web Di ks 
6 ons, by wnas[creer aft P3 earch 

wands Wa ae a hott apdincns 4 

en þ ; hatis uſual poyſoning "thoſe 1 Tight hurts mStqte, 
Cao touch; bt uridertake to cure, with negleR of their Spirerual 
cures and callings. ) 

Thus juftly, ad uſual! Hoe bitte i black ſhattow of ſhame, _ * * 
and confuſion, when Minit Ch rch had rather KT Apgar eng oh 
ing ative Stateſmen, than hoveft quti A lorebies fyd ON maich;. 
avel, more than bed 6 yeſl as SF; 2 were 2 he mY 


o$ +T.C0% i, 


Her, not ine rhe fra dividin th Te of 

CA romgiues” pe is pl rf yp re, Or to = 

hand burn' nien ; burfoftly to enlighten them ; 463 variety DoeE 08” 
o | ff and grarey, ſweetly to 'warm chem to a Joye of. 0d, and hi his 
mutual charity : Which'is far from bringing in, either Chrr]f;a Re- the th | 
| ligion, or any Reformations, with wilde-fires , whir Ewing, and Afts 3s 3. £ 

tarth-qnakes ; wherein C ;/Pians Yad' rather quite calt off | the cr _ 
of Chrif from their ſhoyſders', than bear it with wot 4 thing, Whic pris Jem 
they count a civil burrbers ; and wherein the mean Miniſt ;fters are et. fone 
_ ambitious to wear a poece of the Fi 6 Triple CANES 
s, in an imaginary pai er, than either. that of rherss 

ot that of olive ror fi x Apis embleme 62 rl Jence, iT 
other of their Ro ahblirkft * "When the very Novices. ood Be do 
[ah in the Miniſtry, which have but lately been man 
from the rod and feru/4, are more eager to r#le aud gov ply) an Gregs 
abſolute community, and Country parity , than Ber ak able | to 
them(clyes, or patierit to be ruled, even by thoſe thatare. PONY, to b 
their Fathers, as every” way” theit Elders aid Betters 
and Nature, (uſtom, Law, Reaſon, Religion ,, all wer wy 
imong men, would have eras SOS oyet them'; © Chowſveve 


* voice and quiet ſir Penn 7 which Jelcended. ip $ * Morn, 39 
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Anifterrambiniin preſton; = = 
to ſorne uſes and ends, thoſe, the yonger Preachers, may be fit to be 
ſet over others, as Vſhers of lower Forms :) When the paiſions and 
exorbitancies of ſome Mrniſters, ſhall puniſh other mens faili 
| and fins, with greater of their-own ; and exceed what was 
bfamable in others, by ſuch defects of charity, or exceſſes of cruelty 
as are moſt condemnable in ſuch as hold forth the love 7 Cod, and 
mercies of (hriſt to the World. What ſtability can be hoped in 
mens eſteem and loye, to ſuch as are of ſo. variable tempers, that 
they are not dowble, but treble minded men 7. ſometimes Epiſcopa 
then Presbyterian, after Independent s, next »othing at all, unldic 
| be ſomething of an hobbng Eraſftian; who runs like a Badger, , with 
yariating and unequal morons, yet ſtill keeping where the ridg of 
fecular power goes higheſt ; who is aſhamed, not to ſcem a Chriſtzan, 
bur yer afraid to be rawght and governed, as Covey Were. in pris 
mitive times , when they had not the ſupport of Cimi/ Mngiſtrateg; 
whoſe proteftion in Government and: dF religious, the Charek 
wllgy and thankfully embraces ; _ but it. cannot own the deriva+ - 
rion of either its »/titwtions, or its Diſcipline, from ſecular Powers 
and Laws. . ; Re. ; es a 
12. Not, that all «tation is. the .companion of folly.;or weakneſs ; 
Of changes there arc happy inconſtancies, and Uſed Aeb h ls n from  xcongh 
in Mini- Truth ; from Hereſie and Schiſm,toV erity CU Caberke wxity ; from 
flers. fatious pride, to obedient humility ; from AN defires of govern- 
ing, to patient ſubmiſſions under due and ſetled Goyernment ; from 
* 4 ceftrs Dia- * the Devils camps, to Gods Tents, Butthen truth, and not fattion; 
boli'ad Dei 1en- pjery, and not apparent ſelf-intereſt ; a change of maners to the bet- 
_ F bn _ ter,as well as © fad; and prexciples mill follow; and not, the leaſt ap» 
RD 7 pearance once of evi/:From which, Mrnifters of all men,muſt abſtain, 
fate. Luth,* * There muſt be no ſhew or ſhadow of worſtings and decays in holineſs; 
x Theſ. 5.22: © of preater indifferencies in Religion ; of any licentioulncis and im- 
Phil, 3, 19. + - moralities in maners ; any ds which, diſcoyer their bellies, or this 
. _ {+2 world, to be their god, more than Jeſs Chrif#, or the true Gad: 
; And (which is moſt ridiculous andintollerable) many Minifters 
- * jn1 their oreateſt rambl.ngs and ſhiftings, and ſeparativgs from them- 
ſelves,. and from all gravity,” order, and mod x , Yn: their 
former Station, Miniſtry, and Orgination ; or taking it up upon ſome 
: fanciful new. way ; ſome eafie account of popular za ro any 
place ; yer ſtill they are many times eager declamers againſt Sefts 
and Schiſms, Herep and Separations, Errors and corrupt Opinions, 
&c. that is againſt all that are not of their party, way, and fattion: 
Not conſidering, that like Gehazi, the leprofie of thoſe Syrians, 
__ to many of their own forcheads, who carry their heads fwll 
zoh. | 


® 


Now after all this, (which I reckon up, not in binernef, but 
in 


ini rar 


holy 2D 
Miniſters are gracully ogked owe 


ſelves ; ſince man 


> An 1 < _ " BY 
ws xn Non@-. agirer, 
laſt, aukriing. them "od. incycrence, wa wa ju ion 2; $nend 
lency) is cafily obtained, when once. the common; people ſee thae Ted cangy 
Power ſtands Centinel, and Civil Favor keeps a:Guard, on any Men, ' Ae fa 
er any. Calling, Indced, wich the nn int _ FF 
not much,, what ſtraw and-clowy 3 the-Scarerrrom be 


ſet upon a, Pole, . 
By theſe ſecular and werldhy. Lampe ationt,. hath the Deas, in woo 


oreat part, beguiled the Miniſters and the Minſtry of England, of ines 
that fawor,. and thoſe bleſſin A s which they once enjoyed ; which to way of re- 
recover, by. Gods help, muſt be the-work,, notiof weak ybeady popular, covery, 


paſſionate, Fadtions, and clamorousmen.,, who are relolyed (never, :to 
confels any, * error or tranſport, but. to cantinue in-that troubleſome * Tncidere in 
and rugged path of »ovel opinions, State projetts, and ſecular ambi- erroren imperics 


eſt animi, at 


11085.; whexcin they ſee they have loſt themſelves /paſt all recove » poſcuerare, 
- poſiguapn 


withoyr is ugenuous retrattation and ſpeedy amendment, . The. ra 

neſs and obſtinacy of ſuch Vzzahs, is not fit..to. ſay. the tcttering Vert» CONLINA- 
Ark., who haye almoſt quite overrumed, it, z,/nox ever, will they be RR 
able:to bring back the pro five haner of the Adiniſtry,; or:the majeſty 

of the . Reformed Religion :., Their penitence, publick, real, and as 

_ as _— and error, : ll —_ Ss = them, 

thay all t MUTrMUrm complaints, t cra 

anothers #tch ; and-con each —_ in Ml 

and -defeated aeopBies, *In 4% <confeſl; un FA 

their follies, facilities, ſuperſtitions. heats and imme 37 34 yg = 
beſt ON NE not. onely.toGod and man:, but alſo eo Fg jr won | 
ſelves : . Who can have little peace, while obey a, INACiOus in hed: ads dedeae: 
their errors, and are. impaticnt-torecant any-thi on 1.0) Kaye 

or praiſe, although. never ſo much amiſs and h. | 

disfayox of God and, man. . This ppngererach Zang l Lone > 
extern Forms of, Religzon, is likely. to: be the greatelt oþ Aline, wk ve ton 
which will hinder the recovery, of Ciniſters. to-wnity ,. order, mv, OE. mann 
bonor., which, was ever. 5 Gra when, for their painful preaching, 


and penceable livin Kay bens. Flexi Fol 
Heretickg, or Sch 57 og [matich; £5 x periecuy SURF VT. FEW 


Ee 
Orthodox Chriſtians, when eves ey Pa aa > _ pin - 


The humble emftanty of ſome Minifters. I 
ings never ſo gentle, and their pretenſions never ſo ſpecious : But then 

JT. 16 Th repard4 MiriMtets eaſt orhofieatell,. when they turn Prog. 

matichs m{ttad of ' Preacher; ; Perſecntors inſtead of Peaceumull: oy: 

and fick/ers for, d1d-with the-world; rather thiam ſufferers with, and 

for Chriſt. | Since, being Miniſters of - Jeſus Chriſt; the Lawb {hin ot 

the fins of 37 World,” they fre more torily on” the rack , and ut iht 
ſtake; in $ priſon and dungeon, with bptit; ard chains, with wands 
and bra»dt for Chriſta fake ; than 'with 'Buſſ—toarr and 'Bebr, wy - 

* ut nic Banners, and Trephes, dipped in” and; defiled with -rhe*'blootef 
ingiou inbiuer Their People, ind Neighbors, and Gootr ior} ith ariy caſe ivtiitioerey 


l 


up, % tt Sure, it is hard for Miniſters of the Goſpel, to pick out Letrers of 
" gp Mart from the Golpel, cr to have any Commiſſion "to kill aid flay, 

rb, ons From ww Chriſt ; in-order to reform Religion, or £5 plant ady of by 
aZ its f <w- Hhearelt Inftitiitions; much lUls to-pull down #ny anticnt good ordersth 
maze wire. theChurch, or to {et up any new ones ; which have ſo nuch#f math 
Naz, Orart, warty and paſſion, that they cannot have any thing of Chris Eivine 

_ appointment, | - 

| Nor is this meek and poſhve temper, requiſit in a true Miniſter, 

any ſoftneſs and cowardile, - but the greareſt-yalor and-magyanimity ; 

which, 'having leaſt of 'yeverrpe, paſſion, ſelf-ſveking, humane Fettion, 

and worldh imereſt , (which are always dubious itt cheiy riſe, ahd 

ne to be exorbitant in their progreſs, and moſt injurious wn 'rheir 

ſucceſs) have moſt of Love, Patience, and Chriſtian Charity; which 

Plal.15. 4+ are indiſputably commendable in the Chnſtian, though they be tothe 
* *  mansdwn Hinderame.” WS EDT 33600 YET!" Ent ria 

' It will nothe asked of Mimrifers of the Golþel; ac the laſt 2c- 

count , who fought, and{lew, and ſpoiled, ce; but who falted and 

prayed, and mourned, for the fins and judgernents on the Nation! 

and Church ; nor will they eafily be found in'Gouls Book of 'Afarryrs, 

who died npon diſpatible quarrels in Coo#F Warr, while they heofeRted 

| - » che indiſputable duty of theirOffiee wnd Miniffery, 201105 
Levit.ro. a9, | infer never reap leſs crops. of Jove or relpect from nth; 
Thou tals than when they Jow that forbidden mrſlane ; - the Tares and Cothle 

not fow why © of p{ffionate novelties, umnproved offinions, and" &vil diffentions, 

- > x} amons the ſeeds off Religion, and efſays of Refy mation: * From 

at AN: nou which wixturys, thote Miniſters, whoſe gravity, wiſftons and hin Hty! 


probat mixtu- Wirve moſt withhefd, or ſoonieft withdrawn theit hearts and hatids? - 
ram Dew, & ge the ikelieſt men, by their piety, moderatio, patience, 'and cons 
-——_+s Py 1 farcy, in holy and inftifiable ways, to recover and reſtore the digni 
plicitate opti- Of their Calling ; Who'in the midft of "thoſe preat and wide inrodes, 
mus. Auguſt. which have rich broken down the fee, and- becaficned the letting 
in all ſerrs of wilde b:4ftr upon the Lbrt Pineyard of this Chureh $ 
while others, Nike'drad Rakes, formerly:making a great ſhew in "the 
heag are found rotten,weaK,and tnſound + Theke are evidencedroall 
© rrue 


(© Adiniftare wopdration cr \101 | 

trud Chriffiatds, to bhes living. ftandavis ; well rodted in theiv pidiie 
principles, 'and not exfily vedio that fodifaftneft, and menk: cha 
of their pradtifes inways of judicious cooftercy 5) Which:theyihawk! 
hitherto with: patience maintained, inthe midfÞof ary are ) 
- whichy have tioxſo mterly overw helmed-theiy;buv thatin. places 
they appear fixed and unmoved/in their pioxe integrity, Jani patient: 
charity.; which makes thetn looked upon:with ſome eye of: pity; 
love, and honor, by all ingenuous ws apmanpracd —_— re ow 
rally refleX-with mY wne=v om er,""qn many" jeg . | 
jr Sr grace thought theme 5” Sapen meters. f ifenfmend LD wn 
yet haying made great waſte of their CO .*qnd wu = 2 b; q 
110%, they tcem alſo much crackr in their copſriences,: edit; and her the rn4 
prtation ; For ſeeking, inconfiderately; - to/pullidown; or. to poſſeſs hos 2% 4 bag 


. i2t 


themtelves of others Cabirs, (who us Pilar n ha \niloay ite. CT  _ 
{teered rhe Ship) TMs em Cee are bog 213 
wherein they and -10db9 71a hy 
be able ro buoy it up again, of Hrelt 54 ns. 0: 


uot $ 


ning leaks, till-fortaking thoſe rand | thameſal ompls TIO 

factious novelties and -iminederate alk af 1 crafgcmichro ry. « oliny's © 
returiy to tha it ive. firmivie ng let of the: wi bs 4h 
Anticut (which were the Þ-C - few hoof abs noon 

1 Duits ine, :Diſcop tine, ell amr mnbant yen pn 1 _ Tow 92:4 000 
Pdfſconats man needs go tar to finde our, cither in;Serqutarerparerns, , _-_ 
or n the Charches after imitation 5 LEST, VE ip kate wes 


cAini/tey,and- Holy Myſteries of the Go ,always pre NAIR 
ſelves, amidſt the hotteſt perſecutions, bot in the /ove, and ob % ” ps. 
of-aJl ſound andiſeber Chriftians,..; TIF £: 2's 9S%hy? 2.rx7 IA" -& | nw x 


So that in my j ent, who vs how: 1s foiply; eg 1211 4 dl 
after-game in point 0 tation ,. and who have no defi 2n but a 
Publick, bnd Common far © (milo thus freely ,av under” the favor, 
fo withourahe offence, I hope, goodhan) The cAdpifftrs 
ate; Radek Tearerngntew imomany 

[mary es; are”: daily 'ſca j 
feeble factions; and; purſ wing thein every where (lo-divided) 

{tort ; nad afflifting rhemvwith many>effronts! and- "injuries 3 wil 
having taken (2: ſerious review of "their late \extra ies, and 
uaking 2 ſerious ſcrurinry: into- their! conſciences ;' an finding" (22 (as. 
coy arprinnay .if they be! nor" wilfully blmde; drdbfiigace). fome 
Baby laxifſh gw -, forne=- 
n (prong! .or: arabitious; 'oricovetotls; * - Or 
ing when pow or other moye #tnial-errots have 1 tac > 
to offend ; they-caſt them quite away; -and ſo: humbly re'ally thera 
felves; tochac Premitive + ae ro ay yr Order, 
ind Govemrege!, whevein 1vas the hbnory beanry; | and confiſteriey: 


' Vulgan iwoufiox on the Miniftry. E 
of 'the Church and Chriſtian Religion, even when leaft iproteQay: 
and molt oppoſed by ſecular powers : Of whom Chriſtian . Biſhops, 
Miniſters, and People, never asked Jeave, either'to believe in Jeſm: | 
Chri#;'or to live © after that holy form and ck, order ,- wherein) 
Jeſus Chrift, and the bleſſed Apoitles after him, eftabliſhed-and left 
them, which obtained #niverſal imitation; and-wſc in all Charcheg, 
for many hundred of years, from true Chriſtians, both Paſtors and. 
People, in the midſt of perſecutions. |, PF... 

So - Outof which o/d and good way of Primitive Unity, "Order,) 
Jere. £16. Goveryment, Diſcipline," and holy Miniftrations, if thoſe immure. 
Lord, Stand (5ries be kept, (as they may moſt cafily)- 10 which (we ſee} the luſts 
inthe ways and paſſions of men are prone to run, 'cven inall * ovel forms and 

ſee, and ;ventions, (pretend they never ſo much, at firſt, to glorious Refors 
nr ghry ws > ations ;) Nothing can be a more preſent and ſoyerein reſtorative 
the good way, for this Church, andithe truc-Reformed- Religion, to ſerrle with truth; 
__ang walk ther- and-peace aniong vs/; both to-the comfort, of all able Miniſters; and 
in,and ye ſhall (4 (atiofation 'of all ſober Chriſtians ; who ſtudy the rrarh, and 
_— _— nity of the Faith , not (the power and'prevaleroy:of any fattion :. 
T'\ron datuy re. We need not: go far toſcek rhe root -and ſource of . our mileries pre- 
ditns ad wntte- ſent or impendent; \which have! he-farth ſo bitter fruits ; wheres 
tem nifi per ve- yy God at once would: ſhew! andiatisfie yain men with thein.own.. 
arm, Wes deluſions *; In Which; ticady and bigh-winded men, trifting moreta. 
per wetufiatem; their.own wits or tongues, and to the * arms of fleſh, in politick nas 
Lunn illud eſt chinations,” than'tothe &ving God, in holy and humble ways'of truth 
ous gue” and peacc:, have ſoon fqund them to- be,” bothi44in and..curſed 
" thin "APN E +3 M1 30} 15-430 34; 3ty7 ad; tris. #15} : 
mum. Cypr, &. | | Ce Dr NO 
” Iai.63.4. * Tere. 17, 5. Curſed be the man that cruſteth 'in'man, and maketh- Ach his wnig 
and whoſe hcarcdeparteth/ from the Letd,/ | + 5+  *roreog bit ett crf 28cls 02 


As it is evident at this day inthe fad fate; which Sane dHaſie 
folly, prelumptibn; and precipuancy, together with other /finful frei 
rage excefles, have bromine: upon - themielvts -and-thtix whole 
Fun#ion'in- this Church:: . Whoa, firſt detpiling, then deftroyine:the 
Antient-and Catholtke conduits of their Onder and Miniſtry; (whiithy 
dcrived from Chrifh; by hisxApoRtes's  rvent on-ini2otaftrs con | 
ſucceſſion of 1rwe Himſterial Power:and: Autborit 75) have digged 

Jere, 2.13, $0 them ſeluts, em Mx broken terns, ook; novehrand,; divided: wayss 

Jude 12. which can hatdly:boldianyivatetl;ybut ike! wawidring ſalon ds wit how 
wary ,; affefting Supremacy. Pajicy ;\of. Papwarityrin\Church. 
power , "they: have-:4motÞbrought ir; to:a nullity: 3; through the if5 - 
croaching amd qver+lxtar! \ a5; tes Tuſolence ; who finding Mini- 
Rers thus divided amdng them(cives,2nd ſcrambling for Church pawer 
in common, without-any. orderior diſtuGion; citheroof age,cor gHfts 
and parts; the: common! people (bcing the melt.) begin-tq <iveait 

i) : a 


—_ to free NEPTES 

- hnmes Sanftoie oth: next the ſuprema | 
original of a}l-Church powetz' as if in the -iicerate heads,” Eg 
hearts,and mechznick hands of the common ſort of Chiiſtans, (and, 
without reproach, the molt part of them, and the forwardeſt of them, 
againſt the FunRionof- the Miniſtry , have been and eyer will 'be of 
no higher rank, breeding or capacity, ) Jeſm Chriſt ' bad placed the 
Keyes of Heaven, the WET eminent ets a all Charch 
authority, and. holy trations; which Chreſt:eminently,' and 
his Apoſtles miniſterially had, and exerciſed ; afterward commirting 
them to able and Faichtul men.; ſuch as (doubtleſs) were many de- 


grees raiſed. above the vulgar, and diftinguiſhed at. montnes {apa 22 


Miniſterial, both ordinaryand inary. 

Thus from the head, and ſhoulders; and-arms, CTeſue Chrift, ehe R 
Apoſtles, the ſucceeding - Biſhops aud —_ ers) which 'were-of 
Gold and Silver , | Chwrch. power is by ſome forced to deſcend to the 
bely, rhight, and l jew.of of the people, 'w of Iron; and part 
of miry of whom, us to: be contyolers of 
Chriſts bes gs (rhe Church) are notin any 
judgement, fir co be fewards,' or ſcarce in any fone onde CE 
{ervice , in a well ordered family; They may make good onites | 
for the houſe of God, bur.very 1 Levites or Proefs.. . - 

Thus I have ſhewed bow the ſparks of | Minifters 
ate opinions, and violent praRtiſes; flying up and down im: 

ny diſorderly breathings —_—_— le jons both in Chaveb'an ond 


State ; 75 they atlaſt, ledic thatched houſes, the combulſti- 


ble Ruff of common rar met and maners, have ſet their 
own houfes on fire, to the re” anon diſcontent, and d danger of al 
that dare own themlclyes, and their holy FunRion, livered to. 
them from a better and divieer- hand. 
And indecd it is of the Fm ag fs we have not at | 

this, utterly conſumed. both roof! aud braxch, for our. follies and - 
ſtrange fires, by the malice, cruelty,” and deſpight of thofe, /to whoſe - 
rage, aSto. che Seas, the Lord hath. hitherto z who aye our 


encmies,not. orour fins and failings, but for the meditrarhs, and « 


Goſpels ſake; which wepreachand the ſequeſtrings, 
plunderings, filencin tf ng ror pr wx calumnies, x foetrng: | 
diſcouragements calt upon, or threatned by ſome, againſt thoſe of 'the 
205 above-any other calling ; asif the Croffes taken down from- 


U Churches,. were to be laid vn'the necks and houlders of Pep 


ny, It.is's,wondery: Xhat.aby remnant of godly, -oble; and 


crs, hath, hitherta - eſcaped,” through the f. 9 
oye Ml ”_ hdelgenee' 


the favor or moderatiori ——_— in power ; 'whokhow not 

(it ſeems) how to reprobate all thole as NENS by whole: Mi-  . 

, they may hope, themlelyes on, either axe; or om 
brought 


ka C4 


34 Politick and dtheiftical plots ax4nft the true Miniſtry, I 
brought tw the ſaving faith of Jeſwar/Chrift , -anid to the-Gope of God; Wh 
wed. a & | mw Nos on, they yer be periwaded, "to'aQ'as Phar gohs ; thx | 
| ew not Jojepn. £24 | $5 
n $5 that -- cannot, but wonder (with thankfulneſs to God, ahd 
to thoſe wha now exerciſe cr9il power amongus) that, the Reformed 
Miniſters 'and Ainiſivy in this: Charch,” byve- not been : * like 
Sodom: and Gomorrah ; when we conſider,” how- many ſhowres of 
fiery diwss, from wiolent and cruel men, like thick clouds ( | 
74lim took a- with thunders and Lghtnings) hang over our heads. Who like «lien 
way from the 1. Apoſtate, are impatient of - nothing fo much as this, That'thei 
pours ho TY ſhould be any true Miniſters or Miniſtry, in dye order, holy Anth 
hom. and pro- rity, Evangelical ſucceſron, and ſetled" maintenknee , continged 
viſions of corn: qhys,"oy any other Reformed Church. Who ſeeking to joyn the Lyons 
formerly by - skin to-the Fox's, would fain leven M:btary ſpiries agamſt the Mi- 
4 949ml wiſtry , thax ſo the Soldicry might ule, or rather abuſe,thejr Helmer; 
== 6g TH Buſbels * under which they may put the Candles of the Afiniſtyy 3 
all Laws in fa* thereby to overwhelm and extinguiſh thoſe lzmps of true Rely a; 
_ of them. preteuding,:-that tome 7reopers {omg fword?, as the £Ys r= 
omen. t 5. bins; will be more uſeful to keep the way of the tre e « chah 
are 


6, - D . . : . , ” ” 
. .S.15, All thoſc bwraing and ſbixing [ights of the true Miniſters, whio'at 
—_— rightly called = orddi 7 in _ NW h'; whoſe py mes res 
ient (ufferings in all ages, from be ARS execs, have 4 
-" 50 anr d, (propagated, and (un def God),p! the 


U K 
Mee. Chriſtian Relig ion ;. ith akon tenorance,” Ideburiy, 


Atheiſm, Propbancnueſs and. Ber(eemtiwin, on the one fide ; or from 
_ Errors, Superſtitzons, ('orruptions and (onfuftons, on 
other. CETED $e 
er © = Yer arc. there now, net ohely-fcorre undermining s, but oper en- 
Politich and gines uſed, by which ſome men. endeavor vrrerly to overthrow theſe 
Arhoiſtcal great boundaries, fum uppores, and divineeonſtrations of Chriſtian 
Engines uſed Religion ;: the Authority, Office, Power, and Succefhon of the «ris 
by ; a6 a- Miniſters, and Miniſtry of the Goſpe! : Which plots and practiſes a 
gainſ} the can he nothing clic, buethe devils bigh-way, either to'urter Atheiſm, 
Miniſtry. drreligion, and Py or 20 the old groſey Peper Error aud 
Superſtition ; -or, 3t to. thofe: dereſtadle 71 datrmiable- abrigs 
im matters-,0f Religion, - which our" fate Seraphick' Sadduces, of 
CMatchiavellian riftians. have earned, *nd-confidently 'profels 
Rey .Some of whom (like Jezebel, thar made -hey {df 'a Proph " 
* [rene 15. hike: the old *-Gnoftichs, ix Mantabrift s,: Haxithet;" (Crrpor 
c. 35- (ircumfellians, Wales: imians,und uhelike' nibble of * 
Capecrati & their wilde fpeouletions, beyond what is" Written in the ho 
Cine taxes, orgvet believed and praRtiſedinehe'Churchies'6f Chrift 
em & operationrm ſal vari homines ; neliqua indbfforew/ie frexydim 
wg + 19. "70am £4 {116 £3, 424153 


Politick and tit einer one 


ch men $0 think, ſay,, dnd write,:! 

oly Spirit, ' gpod Ang els and Devijs'z the 

Gogpel, mfr K Sacrament{ 1; © the Soul; Rn Ins 
eternity ; the Reſwrrefion and Judgement tocome 5 all Virrwe and © 
Vice ; Goodand Evil ; Heaven and Hel, 'y easryr meer faticifidol | 
forms of : words , , fabulous imaginations; el m9, W 
names ; bei ing without -'us;;. or; above us; Trad das, T% 
which men ca Reign is nothing elſe, bur the iſſues of humane 
inventions; which, by the cunning of ſome, the eredility of others, | 
and the cuſtom /of th lerves, where ſeconded with power, "to - ++; 
ſcaie ang amuſe the world, ſoasito RE vos m ſome'#wafid rt: 
ſubjection. 

' Audin their beſt and ſobereſt temper, '£ chey hold, Thatno "ay 
vin is, or ought to be other, than 2 Lackey and Hependant, on fſeeu- 
Lair pawer ; that prety mult be ſubordinate to policy ; p that there the 
pcople ſerve God well enough, where they are kept n-ſubjeAion to 1," 
thoſe that rule them. : From: whole politic tiſpentations and allow- 1224 dvw3o0n 
ances, they are hundly and contemedly:ts receive whet' Srrifricres;, © 149 
Law, and Geifel, ha Inſtitutions, Miniſtry, and Religion, thoſe; 
who govern them, think fiteſt,' whereby 0 themlelves in PE 
power, and others in peace under them. - That, where'the principles 
of iſtian, or. Reformed Religion i( which hath ſo far 6btetned 1 nh 
credit, unthele Wellman th World): do crofs; or condemrithe © 222! 
defigns, and rage tefrghls rhe Soreeiney's ;1('Bow - nf fe Lo=þ 4þ 
oever they aie- for righteds or 1rwe holine E7.4 : eas 1s 
Reaſons of Stare, 0 the (wppoſed Laws of ar firft ea 
penied. wighall, and; pas violated: * Next, by ſetret wr 
VAT at ions., conn vencies; and icetlerat ions. rhey' are 'to' ber 


weakpete ig pa rd Try oe 
' men. wr Loch po ONO 


Er ==q 


mar. Sir; which wills ' thaia faj£o'rule over a 


pg en acres, Feet eh F 


36 - Ambitionthepeſt of true Religion, 


hath any thing cauſed more changes, tofſngs, and perſecutions, +: 
the Church, | this forcing rebgioms reltirmdes, and the —_ 
ble rules of divine Truth, Order, and holy Inſtitutions, to bend to, 

* capido domj.. and comply with, the * crookedneſs of ambitious worldly * in 


rr _ * Inſomuch, . that yery Keformations pretended, and by well __ 


[EL64M men extended ,' haye oftentimes degenerated to preat mities : 
ERS $4 through the immoderations, and Ras. os of thoſe, me if 
* Regnandi cau- reaſon of State (as they pretend) tubje& themielves to, or continue 
ſa vidandum to uſe thoſe ſeverer rules of righteouſneſs ; or follow thoſe primitive 
eft jus, ay 5; examples of .holy Diſcipline and Religious orders, which Chriſt and 
Jul. Cf Suer. his Church hath fer before them z but they muſt ſo far wreſt and in- 
£ novate Religion, formerly eſtabliſhed, and remove the antient Land- 
marks, which their foretathers obſerved, as they finde, or fancy ne- 
ceſlary to the intereſt of that party or power, which they have under- 
taken. - | 
® Pope Pius | Hence inevitably follows by thoſe #wreaſonable * Reaſons's 
me —_— State, (which, not the 'Word of God, nor his providence, _. x 
nao mere of true prudence, þut onely ſome mens fancies, paſſions, luſts, and fol= 
Region di Sta- lies, make neceſſary,) Thar'the antient eſtabliſhed Miniſtry , atid 
z0,counting true Miniſters, be they never ſo'able, worthy, uſeful, and necefſy- 
_ y, muſt, either be quite remaved, - and changed ; orelſe, by degrees 
gaind 7 lt - 24> to new Modellings and- Conformities ; which can never be 


eligion, and done, without great ſnaxes'to many, injuries toothers,anddiſcourage- 
—_ _ ments to; all, that have any thing inthem of Religions ſerledntft ; 
TUES: . 


whole pious and judicious -canſtancy in their holy way ard: profefli- 

on, chufing rather to ſerve the Lord ing hunors of 

*. any meu and times g ſhall be judged pertimacy, fa&ion, | and the a, 
ſtep to Rebellian ; _ how uſcful; peaceable;; and- commendable ſbever 
their gifts, and mindes, 20d maners: beim the-Chutch of 'Chrift, 


wg this Tarpeian rock; and | poecipheby by Gods permiſſion, ant _ 


than the -variat 


g liſh worlds variation in and Eccleſiaſtical airs, ' doth 
ſeem to be brought (as to ſome mens-defigns and purpoſes) the whole 
frame and bei -/the Reformed. Keligion iwv this Chureh' of ' Ent* 
lord, as to its formerly: eſtabliſhed:Di ine; Diſcipline Government! 
and truc Afiriſtry . Not, but thay I'know,rthe m—_— u Chriſt can 
withdraw this his -Church' and Miniſters (as he did himilf) Hom 

Luke 4. 30. heir malice, who ſought to caſt hins down beadteng from the browe 
- of that Hill, on which their City ſtood : I know he isas willing, 
i able, and careful to fave: his  feirhfail ſermanrs;, as (himſelf. And 
2 Kings 9.* who knows, | howfar God may- be pleaſed» touſe (as he did the retis 
2 Sermenens- tion of. the ive.maid, in-order to: his. mercy, both for WelFng 
ery ph5, "and converting Nyaman) this hymble TInereeſſion and-Apology'of 


6 the 
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Sywpathy oh Mhetflr | hls: _ 
the meaneſt of his ſervants ? who ows all heis, hath; or can 46; to his 
bounty and mercy. God'oft hangs great tes ag on final]-wites , 
and ſets great wheels on work by Jittle ſprings. We knew, thar 
words Fokew 17 due ſeaſon, before the < &ecris bY be gone forth, _m_— Zach, 2, RY 
acceptable and powerful, even with God himſelf ;- bow much more * Monte Dee” 
ſhould they be as * Applerof Gold in Pittures of Sitver, to ſober and d& bg i 
religious men ; and inthe behaJf 'of thoſe,-- who! (at leaſt) have 2s 
deſerved to be heard, before they be condemned and deſtroyed Þ - Pn Cay To 
textibus panitentiam diſcat dominus. F bar, * Prov. 35. It. Verbs tam ſplendida quam pretioſa, - 
& pietate bona, & tempeſtivitate xyata. 


I have read of Sabbacus, v King of Erhio 14; by * Howaei 
dreams admoniſhed, that he could not Tadleb bimlelf- of whe tb E ma 
of Egypt , otherways than by Sacrilege , -and the che King the * Servil>-ge.. 
Prieſts ; he choſe rather to lay afide his claim, and adyan of Eb. Lk. 
War, which he had gotten, and to refer the Government. of that 
Kingdom to twelve Wiſemen ; who ereQted to the memory of that 
Princes piety, one of the Ratelieſt Pyramids of Egypt, which yet.re» 
mains : How much more' will it become Chiiftans in any way: of 
Power and Magiſtracy, not to make their way upon the ſpoils, nor 
lay the foundations, or to carry on the fabrick of their mels = 
doninien ,upon the carkafſes and ruines of ſuch as are a 
faithful Miniſters of the true God, and the Loxd Jeſus Chit gs 3-7 

However 'my own {agg comforts of life might other ways be, 

either ſecure; or fatisfa yet how can I with filence, or as 
Nehemiah without ſadneſs, ” behold the miſerics of many - my Bre- Nebe, a 
_ and Companions 7 For whoſe fakes; I cannot but havergreat 

ompaſſion, - even in worldly regards ;/ well knowing, that many, if +, 4, 
wy wor, the moſt of them, have born the heat and burthen of the late 
days, or years rather, of great tribulation, beyond aity forts of men ; 
to whom: have been allowed ſome ways, cither for reparation, or 
compoſition, or reſtitution, or oblivion : not ſo to any-Minifters 
from ſome of whom hath beets exaRted the whole tale of Bricks, as to + 
the neceſſary labors of theit Minifty, and charges, when the fraw 
-1 maintenance hath, in great part, been, either denied -to: them,” or 
_ way exaQted from them; nor was ever any publick eaſe, or re- 

nod to them in that ; 
4 becomes neither thep, or me, - this particular, to plead 
ot complain, asto tein reflures, or indignities, al- * 
ready ſuſtained. an cares ew ard boh, how we be waſe mock Fit i nc a 
eur”, a wage rv z. yea, though \ i -S-1-2 þ 
the off -[cour:n t 1Cor.4. 13. as #rn[avory (alt 
to be caft on. the dwnghs/. lace 5.353 EN "y4 & rm 
te c hefty intruders, and confide m - pg of - the. 
3 


436 The.indign ſufftrings of goed Minifters, | 
Miniſtry, , yer the beſt and ableſt of ug all, delice before the-majeſly 
of , inall humYlty to cunfels, That! we are /ef rhas the left 
his mercies ; that none of us are, as toGods exattneſs, or the weight 

« Cor.z. 26, of the work, ſuf.ciemt for that ſacred Office and Miniſtry, * _. 
2 Cora. 7-. Yer fince this beaverly treaſure hath been duly committed t - 
Now theſawrin fuch earthen veſſels, who have wholly deyotcd,: cven trom theig 
| youth, their ſtudies, lives, and Jabors, t& the ſeryice of C brift, and hi 
+ re grd ay Church, in this work of the Miniſhty ; fince the pablick wages : 
fare. Profp. rewards for that holy ſervice, bave by the ordcr of humaxe Laws, 
by the piety, bounty, and julticc, of this Chriſtian Nation, been 
hitherto conferred upon them, and they rightly poſleſſed of them; 1 
cannot bur preſent. to the conſiderations of al} men, that have prery, 
- equaty, or bumanity m them, That there are no obzeRs of pity and 
compaſſion, more pitiſully calamitews and 4;jiy:ſſed, than thote 
learned and m:odeft men , the goaly and faithful Miniſters of thig 
Charch of Emglend, cither are already, or are ſhortly like to be, if 
the malice of their adverſaries be permitted to run m its full rope 
and ſtrcam againſt them 3 which will be like that flood, which the 
Rev.1z,15. old Serpent, and great red Drager, calt out of his mouth after the - 
wew av, (the Charch) which would carry away both woerber and 
childe, old and yang, the ſors with the fathers, rruc piety with the 
whole profeſſion ; the preſent Airifters with all future Sacceſſion, 
as to airy right Aurborny, and lawtul Ordinaties or Miſſion. 
"What I pray you (O excellent Chriftians, all whole other cx- 


The cl cellencies are excelled m your Chriltian pity and compatſion) 
and erwelty can be more dc » than to fee lo many perions of ingenuous 


of ſome a- Edncarion, learning, honeſt lives, diligent labors, ( after fa 
o.-inſt rhe much time devored chiefly to ſerve God,' they County, and the ' 
Miniſtry. Church of Chrift, and the ſauls of ther Brethver), * with their Xs, 
Learning, and Labors) tb be turned; or weariced out, of their 
and holy emeptyymert'; to be fo caſt our of thew houſes and homes, 
rogerher with aJl chcir neareſt relations ; to be forced -to begin fame 
=cB wethods of hfe, in ſome mean imploymetnt or dependance; :and 
* this'vrthe declining and mfirmerage of marry ? wherem they muſt 
exxhes wanctheir bread, or beg ic; , or; atbeft, wich ajuch 


they muſt mingle their bread with afpes, and their drin 
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whey they ſhalt be deprived of all thoſe publick 
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, ii Of 81we Minifpers worth andaſe. IÞ 

learning, and chargable Rudies, beſides rheiy induſtry; bumſity, and 
other vertues; were bur meanly, yet, to them, comentedly recom- 
penſed, by thoſe Laws of publick. piety and munificence; which in- 
veſted Miniſters in their places and livings, after the ſame * texwre , —_ 
for life, and good behavior, charany man en joys his fret-held in howife d... wn. wy. 
or land ;. keeping himſelf vrinlin/the compalsof the Taly,''”'? *'5!! Righero their 

7% "1, + - Tf Y 1-4 T1.) bn: "143111 4 2003 315 > E lefiatick . 
eſtares by Magus Charts, as others have to their Tcmporalities. | yy Arann; 
libera ſt in perpetuum, & babeat omnia jwa ſua inittra, & aunes libertates ſaas jill eſas; agtia 
Charta, c. x. Sce the Statute of 3. Zdw.,s. andig, fortreble damiges in caſe of noe paying 
Tithes, where due, "6; 34:5; + ++ Sago! 


And that the 64rbarity, impiny; and wonſtrofity'ef the injayy; 21 2 4511 
may tcem the leſs with the ns people, all theſe [afernee7 Conifrent f R 
poverty and neceſſity (whicheither have fan upon fome, or'thtzeaten Tiberis) advite 
other true Miniſters in this (hwrch,) mult be attended with the black ludibria, ut ſe- 
* (hadows of all evil ſoaks  ahd reviteng 5 fuch as was uſed to their (aneawye?. 
great . maſter and inſtiruthy- Feſvi Chrif "when he was tobe thus ws" Anom 
crucified with contempt, tft rhe ' Romans come and deftroy rhe ("ity ,ouv, & whip 
(though there was nothing found in him, by his Judge, warthy of feciſſet dies in 
death,) That fo the proud moekers of the oe! ©  fay with «ſum nofturni 
ſcorn, Behold, theſe men of God; thele thar pretinded to pr 
vation to others, let them now come down, \ xndfive chemfelyes frotr 
that Feſwitick, Socinian, atid mechanick Cre, to which rhey are, wit 
all cruel petulancy, ethernow, or ſhortly (as their malicious cnemi 
hope and boaſt ) to be fixed. GE WEE 3 ke: right ion. 

.” O what would the enemies of this Reformed Chureh a is JO 3:15.11 
whatever they are, have wifhed more 'to cfown their'errvi | uy 
and conſummate their maliciausdefigns; ''thag to ice, that wofa, velit, & mague 
wherein" this! abomination (Which threatens to make the Re for prog; nchgge 
Relig 40; deoline; tn this Chuch of Bog Ow whdle . nods: 
Fu an niſtry here, ſhould | 
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mighty 


were Wi aan ned _beretofare by: all Reformed Chuiſtians in-this-Chanch,: | ' 
to be as nels of God, Enebaſſadars fromi Heaven, Friankef Cen) | c ics 
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Miniſters ſmall temptarpens, and greet pains. | 


to humble and holy men, than their right eyes ; "the beauty 
Church, and bleſſing of this Nation,) Have they all been hi 
but as Mahumetan Z 
Baal, or as the cheating  Pomifs of the; Heathen: gods ' and oracles 4 
Have they all been found: lyers for God, and bom-falſe witneſs a+ 
inſt the Truth, and Church of Chriſt > Have they arrogantly and 
* Numb.16-3. falſly * raken too much upon them, in exaltin themſelves above they 
Yetake roo line and meaſure ? Or magnifying their Office and Miniſtry, above 


cane x 9p the common degree or ſort of Chrifians 3 | 5 
he Congregation is holy, every enc of them, &c. Wherefore lifr yeup your ſelves aboye the 
Church of che Lord:> Thus Xoreb and his company againſt Atoſes and Aon, I 


the Bridegroom 5g Souls ; more pretions than fiie Gold; danſe] 
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And why all this art, fraud, and improbity of labor in Minjpertt 


(Sure, w:th the g cater fin and ſhame learned and krowing men ſho 
Dud miner tew- Peary themſelves in their iniquity, when they had ſo /1tle tempias 


catived majus $591 to be, cither falſe or wicked, in ſo high a nature. : ) Alas , »Fox . 


Feceatam. Av hat hath. been, and is, all this pompous pains, and hypocritical 


wa, 
#6 
= 


6 k 
wglers, or Meſſengers of Satan, or Prieſts '» 


quIN. ' ſweat of Miniſters 7 Is it not for ſome poor bving, for the moſt part; ; 
A | jo a ſorry ſubſiſtence, a dry mor{el, a thred-bare coat, a cottagely cons 


dition ? 1n compariſon of that plenty, gallantry, ſuper flaity, ſlender, 
and koner , wherewith ether .callings (which require far 4. ability 
or pains) have invited and entertained. their profefſors in this plentiful 


Judges 8.6. Land? Are not the gleanings of the grapes of Ephraim, better t] an. 


* Merito & ſt» the vintage of Abiezer? Arenot the ſuper fluities * of any ingenuomt 
—— calling, beyond the neceflaries of moſt Miniſters ? And allthis, that 
—_ & pe after infinite fudies, pale watchings, fervent prayers, frequenr teats; 


wio fuperamur, daily cares, and endleis pajns,cxbauſting theis Tre, Spiryis, Eftates, 
_ gum eeleſftia and Health, they might, through many vulgar ſlightings,reproachts, 


& ctewa ® and contempts , with much patience condemn ' themſelves | and their 
—_— relations, firſt to * poverty; which 1s nolight burden, where a good 
Jeron, Fopiience is wanting,'. or 23 vil. one, attending '( as in this <aſe 
*Graveeſt pau- malice doth ſuppole.,) ; RX 1 


| V: } P R949) +3. k #2} 
pus any And, now at laſt, (after more than One thouſand rey 


conſeimntie te. Y©I1S » and one Century and half fmce the Reformation ) 
vamen ; 9vuz Which time this Nation hath more cr leſs enjoyed rhe ineftimabl 
ſublevante yra- blefiing (for ſo our pious Anceſtors eſteemed the lights of this World, 


veſcit nibil, the true Miniſters of the Church, in. their Prayers, Preaching ; Writs 


q*4 dulcapte 


R754 


Petrach. *bought unworthy of any further pblick favars. or imployment,: and 
* Rom $. 36. . tO have merited to be counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter *, in their 
For the, ſake - perions : And as totheir Fmnttion'or Calling (which was ever efteem- 


Zh 


V4 Lamb#, whom the Devil delighrs moſt @ Lurcher. $i) *@ 


rp Pegs Gunſheer, and killed all the day long; 'Lavitua dietdh Citi vita, Leo: | : 
HS T1 v4 LS YU Ik nat” 


Minifke trorptatiane, nd great pins. 

ed {acred among true Chriltians) to.be wholly laid'afide-andioured 
hol pe: ESR ob oquies ; as if they/ had been, bur prozes /mi- 
poſtors, devout Uſurpers, and religions: Monopelizers,” of | that holy 
Ordination, divine Ag ion,” Power, ant Authority, which Chriſt 
gave perſonally. to. the, Apoſtles. ; and both: by declared 1ncenr; and | 
clear command, to,their.dug and. rightful Swcceſſors,-il that vrdinary: 
Miniſtry which 3s neceſlary for.the Churches good: Orar. beſt they' 
mult be reputed, bur -as ſwperfluwoms, burthenſon,: and mepertinent, 
both in Charch and State z chargeable -to the pwbhick purſe; Pl 
rows to; the pablick peace. ;. .w[eleſt-as to oy proniier er of holy 
Adminiftrations ; . which tome think may be more ply, 'eafily, 
and ſafety, ſupplied. by pther forward.prevenders ; who: think 6 
ſelves endued with greater plenitwdeiof the Spirit, with rarer gifts, 
with diviner illuminations,. mare immediate ' teachings, and Fetinl 
anointings ; by which, without any pains nf 4s -n- are \udden- 
ly inveſtcd into the full office and power Mimneſterial : And a 
rhemlelyes led, ſp they ag infllikly load: all others, into all rHuth! $ 
with ſuch. wonderful advantages of eaſe,” and :hrift,, both for:mens' 
pains and purles', Ls Bris will be no necd to entertain that an- 
tient form, and ſucceſſion of ardained Miniſters, as any peculiar call- 
ing or funttion, amid(} logitted and.urſpired a Nation, yo much-more 
ſweet, and fruitful,. do theſe ſelf-planted Connery Crabs, nnd Vild- 
ings, Now {ecem. to many, than thoſe Trees of Paradiſe,” which; with' 1H Yi 790! 
orcat care and art, bawe-beyn grafted; yr id gy pa a 1 2 HE 
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Skilful hands ;. which. thele new fpromts 
onely full of Mefand Mifiletow, 


p . . 


» In thiscaſe then;, O youexcellent, Chriſtians, ſuch freedons, as I 


% 
$ - 


now uſe, I hope may, ſeem, not onely- pardonable, but'approyable, - 
and initable 3A; good Chriſtians, al 5424 God, and love the Lord: 
Jeſus Chriſt; | who. have auy care of their own-ſouls, any:charityto| 
the Reformed Churches, any pity to their Countrey, any tenderneſs 
to the religi>us welfare of hu. And in a matter of jo great and: 
publick importance, it is hoped, and, cypeRted by all good men, Thar 
none of, you, : either in your: private.places, or-publick power and 
influences, wilhy any inconfiderate, and:tmean compliance, gratifie., tt 
the evil mindes of anreaſonable men, im order to compaſs the Devils-,,”: FR 
moſt Amtichriſtiay deſigns z who, feeks. by ſuch devices, firſt co.de+ Cienfcan flaw. 
cetve you, next todeſtroy, and damn, both you and your poſterity = tive; abs chri-. 
Your * filepgg; or relervedneſs; .inſucha-cavie;and atiucharime, as {4 N 
this, will be your fir. ; asit\would have been mine + How much-moreg ©” 

if you ule, got Xn Sapp al endeayors ; in” 21 fair and: Chriflian aus » 
Bayh | Pp Rop chis Stygian o_ -- but moſt of all, if roma: au a Fad. 
any thikg of that powex you-have,. whereby-to carry on this-poyſowame. 14389, egg. Pe. 
and ſoul-deſtroying ng Words. _= neyer Ms due, "tan = es In. 
X ths x ; __ Chriiſts ; 


Lf is, 


TB» 4 ” 
- 


4s . Thegeantnakſenſu of gondThnifrrums; "= 
Chriſts behalf, whois the &vcank ate Word'; ind for his Miniſters whils 
are the Preachers.off chat Word! ff 000000 HET er ah Het 
22, Non is this my private. ſenſe and hofrroralone, but T know yow 
The ſenſe of (O excelent. Chrittans: (who are(truly)-men of pious and publick ; 
the beit not of proud, or pragmatitk'1 RR RE IO Thar 
Chriſtians, Wis the general fear aud grie ry of honeftand troly't | rmedChriftitty 
as tothe in this Nation; Who with ove mwoutÞ arc ready to fay'to' choſe i 
Miniſters place andrpower,, as. Abraham didto the King of Sodows, or Mephi- 
caſe. boſheth to David; \ Ker thole cunhing, cruct, and coyetous Zibat 
2 $am.19.39% (' whoſe treacherous: practiſes, and ingrateful calumnies, ſeeKto de- 
prive us. of ar typ Goods, Eads, and'ÞPiberties,) Terthan take 
all, fo as our: David, the beloved'of four ſouls, our 'Chriſt; our whe 
Religion; our:gtory, our truc Miniſters and' Miniltty, may be fafe; 
Lctothers:rake the fpoils: and boories.of our labors, onely give us the 
ſowli;ofi own ſelves, and! ompoſterity; for's prey';” which are” Jike"ts 
perifofor: ever,. unleſs yow leave vs thoſe holy means; and'thar Gierert 
Miniftry,. which:che weſlom and/awthority-of Chriſt wo could (as 
he: hath): appoint 5 which rhe Churches of Chriſt Bave always 
evrjoyed, and frirhforty tranſmitted ro us! for the {aving* of ottrfin 
ſouls. - This: requeft; the very Twrks unasked; do yergranr in fore 
degree:tothe- poor Chriſttans; wholive vuinder their dominion. 
'. Andif ir. may ſeonvto be ow error andfordre, rhus to priſtodr 
Ios nimie di- fraennd fairbfal Miniſters, and that dively divine” Authority, which 
gere non poſſ- {51m cher Miniſtry ; yeb-vouchiafe' toindalge us n'the mitt of ſb) 


mas Chriftian, 


.. * many; epidemical'errors, thiswone pious error; and' grarefsl fontnefs”, 
Dams which not cuſtom and tradition, but confeienceand' tme wenn fi) 
diliginw, & 3 Have frxed'in us; lince we efteem, next "God; andonr ſeifed Sa- 
Deo diligznw. yiowr,; 2nd the hoby: Scriptures}, 'the 11996 Biim ſty of or ha#ch, af 

2 : | 


2488 wen that holy .ncceflary: ordimenes' Which the! d/v/ and mer 


1ed; hack: appointed, whereby to:bring us to-mhe ſaving krowltdgt 
_ — | God, 2 a Lord:Jefſus-Chriſt, bt the Seriptures; Thar, as - ow 
medum, Aug. tbiour parents, under God, owr Natural and Sinfo} Being (whom, yet 
we: are. bid: to'thonor ;): ſo our{Chriftian, Myftical; and Spirmual'Be- 
x Cor. 4.15, ing; weow tow true AMmiſters', as but Holy and (piritual Pa- 
Though you thers ; by whoſe-care! wehwve heen truly taught; amd\ d y Baprized,, 
-w4 ws with divine Authority, in the/Narrte'ef the' blefſed Tiny ; bothin- 
;o-Chirifſ, —_ . ſtraed, andfacramencally confirmed/inthat fa:th, which isthe onely 
you tivenor true. way df erernalife, Peas HY A: oe 
where 1 - By their ſindy; pains, love, and diligevre (whietr we would Have 
eg yok _ beerotherwito willingly: ignoram', and wholly-regliyexr of or fouls. 
renee good): cur: darkyeſs: ( by Gods grace and" blefling on" thei” ibbrs 
ts. (obicfly) batt bren-diſpeſled'; our ignorance enlightned 7 ohr ill: 
Goſpel». meftentivened ; our exmity againſt God; andiour Neighbor, rettioved;. 
our hardneſs ſof:ned:; ous conſeiencesr' purged ; our «ſts mortified*; 

ww 
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as wan J_— coy anOlnnees oder * 4 hs Tt ; 
a mper AED \tO 48. FR / 
fo (24rd BY We  lawely lug t0mwin, anot hr, mach 4522w: 
* hy <heudeor; <1t: wuer. ae wall;/ - whon tire". rhe wet "Abo 
robbers. toJoad pliner poogte 20 i cam gNenity. "Wat 
the better rob and, ſpoil us,) pretend, they) ie loga $2 56 L 
they will teach us the fame, or taghe the. ail 
fame holy things in.a pew-and more ne (E16,WAJ,, than. ever th , 
ordxined Minitters of this Church have dope: Terry. (hy 
confittertt boafting of theſe »tw maſters”) 
diſcern in any '6f them, either by their OS: gn Jt 
which they-may. make 4 great ſound, and.yer be. very em 
fuch ſwſfcirncies as they liftevery where To much to boaft pr py org Mach, * 
_ _ they cver produced ahyſhew of Ek 
ys bon from Chrift, or footſtep af ol 
het Jhorths in which, every 'one that can. rably, -. 
carmot think is preſently fort Fy og Wl pr a, pul ok: Ming theeves gad-” | 
holy things ; no.more than every we _ or diligent rolbcrs. 
F ator, of Fo arrier, isa PLL Ken reals, or Embaſſaderto Job anon. © 
any Prince,or State, or City ; although tb p-may kno their Privces, etroes [ena 
Maſters, or Net bers a0, in many os it 15:24, door into the 
what waters men any, but» hat God Sr ah. tbe ſhes 
blirmde vr leprous. | 
thief and a roiber, Verſ.-7. I am the door of the ſheep. mays 
fheep of Chriſt, bur by faich in him ; ny eper of ag burd thardeor of authoticy, 
which Chriſt harh gp odroakooneet® \Þ Downew Serm, we fon We ES 


Ani we finde by daily fad: ; that ', Whole'pr > 4 Le > on 
peetiſhneſiforiakes, dboliues the waters > ordan {the phenol: Why 
which hathinſtitured, and the Miniſters, which' 75 Church + 
he hathordamed) Jes 'no* more cavehny 
ar-drpp:ug in other ffreamt, (whic Ne Bk 
world kuve) omen: he” on 
Damuſrus, and had foffdken for! 
andfor a Prer moagoabac hivle mens leprofs 


them ;. yea, rather they provoke the itch of novelty, and increaſe the 
thy curff of obftinacy ;' by which men refuſe to be healed," and. 
* Levit,10. 1 glory in their deſpiſing, and conquering all remedies : * Strange firet * 
They offered \,. know (of-oId) would burn, as well as holy, in a natural forcey 
firange fi 1,11 it was neither acceptable, nor ſafe to beuſed in the ſolomn"ſtrvies 
Lord. of God; nor did it canſume the ſacrifice 10 much; as * kindle thy 
V.z. And wrath of God; toblaſt anddeſtroy the preſuwmpt nous offerers How: 


how wanger ever, good men might ute it {awfwlly: in their private hearths and 
re from the 


Sack end 60+ houſes, yet not at the Publick,* Altars, or in the Temple. 
voured them. | * 1 erm temeritas ir4 divink meritd caftigetur, quorum autorites ſacyo # 


207 £08- 
ſecratur.” Auguſt, * Tut oft in Fiueth edibus pretatu & charitatu igniz ; gud nec rate dey" in pb- 


Hei DE; #ficeis uti poſſumus , 9uia ne ſine peccats ,  & idgo non ſine peecats, quia ſine Dei; mandate: 
Zanch. ' | 


So that indeed we cannot hope, that thoſe whom the Lordhath 
zot ſent by his authority (which hath beetz commited to, andderived 
always by the hands.of the Governors, and Paſtors of his Church) 

. _ either can, or willtake care to guide, or keep, us andour children, in 
Rom.12..2- that rrxe, bely, and good way of reaſonable and acceptable. ſerving 
_— fan God; fince themſelves are (for the moſt part) ſuch unreaſonable per- 

ae 1 ſont; of fo filly, blinde, weak, wandring, vain, and various ſpirits.z 
abounding in notbing ſo much, as in their igzorance,pride, confidence = 
Son ſelves, and contempt of others : And what they pretend to | 
| , 2s to any hely CMiniſtrations, is not, , as of any duty, conſci- © 
x Cot.9.16. | enice, neceflity, (as St. Pasl, (who applies'that) Wo ro me if 1 preach 
Ya mqglogeecd. ' mot the Gofel, &c.) but meerly, as of conr:efie;,_ as arbitrary and 
_ go ſpontaneous ; as of novelty ons curiolity,. when, where, what, how, 
ganti, quod non andas far, as their own ſudden fits, humors, and intereſts ; or others 
gebwit, Bern, - fAlattcries and yulgar applauſes move chem ; while the noyelty, cun- 
3143 220 ofity, and admiration of theſe mens bo!dneſs, more than of their rare - 
's Tito. 4:3- gifrr, works upon the itching ears, not the 'humble hearts of their 
"They willnot gaping, or giddy hearers. | | CEE nd 
endure ſound Such /vy andc. onntry Garlands, as theſe men hang out in their 
afrer their Private Cells 'and Conventicles ; or in theuw more Publick;F airs and 
own luſts ſhall Taverns; are'no temptations to us, to think their unſeaſoned new * 


rey keap up bottles ; ortheir flatuoms and uxre fined. Wie (which have'furhed ſo 
R_—_— much into their own,and their auditors weak heads;chitmariy of them 
ving itching Every Where rcel and ſtagger, and yomit out-their own''ſhaine, and 
ears. . Waliowin their fi'thinels, like dranken men) are any way compans* 
- *Marth:9.17. ble to our o/d bottels, * and veterane Wines ; which are found, ſweet, + - 
Vets views wcell-refined, and full of ſpirits. Nor wi'l theſe »ew patches of gifted, 
youve but »nerdained Preachers, ever be ſuitab'e with, of comparable to.our 
by rape good old ay *, the /eqrned, ordained, and true Miniſters, either 
tus lenzas, O tate moll'us, & ſanitate ſalubrins, & cerelram minus movet, & cat 4 " 
Greg. .*Manh 9.16. Ecclere ve FF Licet oh vw . 
Sans nes een od ſober ace iw phe) © armies 
| * 4, for 


| Of endedtined Minifterre”: _ -_— 

For durablends, comlineſs, or comfort 4 ee pa rae ITY 

of proſperity, arid\colder' inthe Wimrer of firy'9180 that they 5.) 1+ 09: 
are rather a ſhame} an oppreſſion, anddeformiry*rowus, ro ourr res: oO: 
formed Chriftian Religion, and to our Church; and Nation pas if | 
we had choſe, rather to be clothed with aridiculousphaid fobli-com; ;-., _ .: 
ora'\beggart cloak, checqueyed with infiiſite rewrs a8 parcber; than ik ns 
with that holy *and comly Garment: of order and amty. which C *2guba wi) 
left to his Church and 'Minifters (like: hizyvwn } without ay Vent John 1 | nt 
ſeam : That is, An nulform, compleat, conſtant way, and” orgder\of _ Lin +4 
holy Miniſterial power, derived in a right and/ſacceffive Ordinarion' lit, inconfiſa 
Theſe. new ſhort jumps of anordained 'T eachers, are to the Churches talls eſe debet s 
and: Religion's. proportions, like the' poars of \Davide(Meſlengers:, onſ/ axs 
2 Sam; uy when they had been ſhamefully-and ſpighthilly zreared _ 7 
by ungrateful Hazen ; expolingindeed our Nxtiory andour Religion, aug 

aut 


_ 
wy 


to all * reproach ami ſcorn ; when all round about us 'ſhall ſee fuch *: 
feeble and uncomly parts, as indeed theſe gifted men,for the'moſt parr, 
are, in the body of our Church,chus diſcovered, which were far better 792987 


concealed and hidden. '' > JW 7 1; 4 ; AN 5 
wicunque ſeſe immittere. - Gerard,” 1 2 + 


3, ant in- 


of 


ned 


rants | | MA On Humilicate ſa 

$rabe! invidiats, Ep, ad Heliod. So Socrates 6f Ammanizs, when he was ſought to be made a 
Paſtor of the Church. - Lib.6. c.39, * Job 1,6. &3.2. a Cor,11, 15-.* _ 
- | G 3 perſons, 


26 7heyulidfieraf, Iretendey, £ 

. perſons'inthiguiies-of talgat plairmeſe; and Smpliaity, who hame.haft 
Note7f” both thee kebroing end <heinerrand from the vigilant, Sevnarine bay! 

reneb-arum & yond Sea ; Out of which Gaivles cancome Jittle good 4040ur Rem 

mendaciau forgged Chandh and Neview. Sean is not lefpn Devil, when he mill - 

"acl 19-ad h k Dotdor: 2 mor Tag ren a" when he wpuld 


cam [ub luck 
& VE/GEALKS - 


mies ; That the: 
of Gad, of Mi 
\ poney rmreverent, yes b 

$0 hevannl.r ut-ferblinidty ; 0 anexaſs, ous ging; 

Tera: do pre forms ; Whatever they contradrit (of) the wp; yd So 
Auſtinde har, onal ſcope of the Scriptures, though ix ſears, and be never-lo.grelt 
& d uniexce- 2 be and arror, in:thecommon Giguificancy of ghe words, yet itis 8 
Fecleſ.c.15. tryeth inthe ſpirit ; Whatever they uit, never :o Gilpxderly, 
Tetlsuset the horrid, oblocne andabominable', wet-itis mo Ye, but WER which 


Paniaw/Hlagei (od, and Chriſt, and the Spirit exerciſe in chem , "*hw canwet 


Vid. p. 204-' ay. 


Nor is this the leaſt a we y Ss tro ſuſpeR, beware of, and 


rate;oar 

No Grdimet ian, Ng Famibien, of 

The Sorpents tail meets with bis w rn ky 
In boc anifor- With 8 circle of malice; As Herodand Pilate, they a 
mes eſſe (ole Chift ; as _ ny » though their wad: 


err antium de wa , , y 
Ge ba Tarr meg gant dand fruitful Bidor this Clanch; 


ſormitates, qued 
rele ſentientes ſec 00) 


odis habexr, but allo ro conſume the very laborers and hucbandmen, Their 
Auguſt. and bend: arcgencrally benx againſt the beſt, apd ableſt Adini ers ; 
and their ſpirits moſt bitterly inconliftent, with that tbely, 
wbich Chriſt ovce delivered, by the Apoitles, xo the Chergh, aud 
which, by the: fide/#ty- of [his Church, bath bran derived 16s g of 
which, we andallche 11we Ghwrches. of Chri3, | aye im all apes had 
ſo great, and good experience ;, which no melice-of devils, ar perr 
ſonal infirmities of men, haye -been hitherto able {o x0 hinder, as 
wholly to interrupt 3 much leisfo to corrupt jit, aþat- fit {ſhould "rs 
, either guſt, or any- way neceflary'to. aboliſh it., according 40;thele 
trapiral. clamors, and tyranmick_qurpoſes of. (ome. ungwort hy, aneas 
_ malice 2nd cruelty, \(as cur modern Hawes) doch hape; and 
with cagernels. Fapec when the whole FanEion and Calling 
ich is from God, thenghby waa of the ordamed gnd.,aw hatin 


tative 


* 
Tho (mae inn kd fe 
rave Mint (which! Yetly fieeedddd\-the' "6 onÞ da 


BialÞ be towed opts fifty foot e#*Gallnivs, which mwhtions 2 


»Þ envy, off (acrilty ions coveroniſneſs, on. Vielgay ambition, or 
Sk poboies, hath-ere&ed for the' whole kg the Aoi 


and ire . n_—_ all this, becauſe (like Aorubedt 
Hire rel cat TT 


wilt-not';/ nor tri #iy Reaſon Law; andReligion; 
pay any relpect' hp 26-ths pride ated vanity © of 46me* mer e3 
to: thole high (elf-exalting* 'oifty:" wherero-rherry Abth; Pp —_— WA} Oh 208%”: 
adverſaries preterid.; A eh theyſeekto ery up/ity their not 54 »* oi whe»), 
andiſcriblings ; withr 'which"tbey Gy, (INE lay) They ave #4 IE UI5: 
vinely 01 ' 218 choje Immedinr?ly © 1 , above thay On. 
fellows and bret hvtys (who; "37&{K11 bly xeraed it chew Rt! 44.3: 2o3huf 
merhunidk: oct iipations) bt! oven aBove'thofe,” that DOLOAS 
betrers, every way; and, who merir to haye been, ORE Hu of | 
have beer to many” of then ). #9 Fathy in Rdipiort ;* by'W dr-f and « 
opt; fre doped {rene Soc TATE an Re We: .=:Sn36. 0 
all th Fcen plauted,* piopacnted,” and preferve where! = 
need was) reftrined, and reſts 469 effenival taftre and promwinend DOTOCE 
dignity. "2 On 0 

> So that the eruel 4 contin ane iprtat Fenn cheniee © 

on: by ſome men” a the tre” Mini and Miniftry i 0 rs 

Church; (like"the' l6oks of the ofca ofcar red" Progr, 1 or the Worrin-of | 
the Rovelztion)} live moſt direand dre $1 | 
on aJl' good havning andrivitity;, but's 


both as (hriſtian; and as' Reformed, Threztniny #t once" th: _ 
the» very Be; ſont, brancy,! howor, "op; | 
On which wemay wat wine ohh "the {ne Py Ind 


I{riel'$ f6\0dn' a5 tlie oth brake e he 
necksof our'Eles'; pr Barley EvargeBcwt” wie I ove 


Min ove of Chriſt, wes arciay* rhe” ani Bopſtioe "of ours 


a ivil ehanyei'a pu nec opprefſions have Uhciy Janes, confined | 
within he bonnds.of- things mortal and momentary”; : th which, 4 

witand well fec}ed'C is titither mth pletſednor 3 aps þ 
becauſe'no&ineh coricertied, nor long: '( Pot nd WANG From the four cnn fotine 
__ ow the _ can blow To'croſs of pride but he jth , _ 

wy$ to:ſteer-« ſtedely comrſe to Henven, accotfiing/to thic comps! bilw e 

paſt of god Conſtience. Y But what relates. to! [ourſs 2th eterhaPmels EE 
fore; to 'the irftlimiabIe Bleſſing of o ries ind” poſe | [hn 
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LY 


The oln'fefh eriemiestatrve Minifters «.\-c 


> % 


Darkneſs, Error, Atheiſm,Barbarity,Profancnels, or all kinde of Wi F : 


f icbr tftian tyrannies and ( uper ſt it ions , to.come upon. us and our chils 


v 


dren ; inſtead of that ſaving truth, [meet order,” and bleſſed peace; CE: 


inſtead of thoſe «nfpeakable comforts, and holy previleges, which we 


formerly enjuyed, - trom the excellexcy 'of the; true kyewledge of. our | 


Lord Jeſus;CErift, declaxed'to. us by the labors of, our.trwe.and faiths, 

ful\MinFers.:  We'hope.it can offend no good Chriftians to lee us, 
Sanfls & lay- Pore pioully pallopate, and more commendably 1mpatient againſt 
dabi{us et in re- thoſe who {eek to deprive us of all thole divine bleſſings, than Micah 
ligjonis nego'io was againſt thole, who ftole away his gods, and hs Prieſts; .inias. 
;mpatientia. much ag our true God, andtrue Saviour, and true Minifters;infinite- 
Joon 18. 24, ly exceed. his; Teraphins, bis Ephod,' tns Yagrant, and idolatrous. Je-; 
ns 44 vite; who yet was as a father to him-: Whocan wonder | if we, orany: 

other, who have any bowels of true ( briftians, or tenderneſs of Conſes- 
x Kings 3.26, exce for.our. Reformed Religion, do (as the trae Mother did) paſſh- 
Viſcera genu- qnately.yern within themſelves, and carpeſily cry to othersJcft, by the; 
pc 54 ſeeming liberty of every ones exerciſing hu gif-1,, in Preaching-and: 
Ex vers dolore Praphecying their eyes ſhould behold he arwe and bwing.chifde of Re-: 
werus amor dig- ligion reformed, cruelly murthered and deſtroyed, under pretence of. 
noſcuur. Fifi gquable dividing it .; to. gratifie thereby. the cunning deſigns of an 
(rus Oe ehri- ynpudent and cruel Harlot, Itis the leaſt, that we as true. Proteſtants. 
per poem we incthis Church of. E:g/and can do, earneſtly by-prayers 10 comend with) 
fantem dividi. God, andawar, for the failh once delivered to the Sajxty 5 that we may: 


| | 


Greg Jos | - Neither raftly bhe.cheated, nor violently robbed, of that 6nely bea- 


o uenly treaſure of cur ſouls ;. nor of thole earthen, veſſels, which the! 


2 Cor. 4. 7, Lard bath choſen and appointed,. both to preſerve it, and. diſpenceX: 


tous; namely, the truly ordained and anthoritatrve, Minifters, ; the: 


iginal. of whole office gp pevere 25.07 Ml Expmgeliceh Infhiennomt;. 
le romger Laord JeſwC rt ;andnot from the. will of i any; 
wanton, arbjtrary,.and irre{igious way., . -.'.., A i*s : 

26. Thus then may your Virtuous Excellencies eaſily perceive, That. 

Who are the \t is. not as mine, or my Brethren, the Miniſters, private (enſe alone, 
Antimini- but it is.as the publick ecclo | of that united. voice , ' which-with ſad, 


fterial' ads -- complaint and.doleful lqund,. is. ready.to.come' from all the holy bills, 


5 


mojt, jnd the prayers; andtears, fighs and groans, 'of thoſe. many. thoulands: 
why; \ judicious and gracious Chiiſtians., .who.are as the remmant that yet 

© 11  bath-eſgapes, the blatpemics, extravagancies, ſeduRions, pollurians,: 
02111, and vonfuſionsof the preſeqt warld,; + occafioned\by thale, - who: rei? 


Ree! *. of Z109;z from every corner of the; { «7, of God-in.ogr Land ; through! | 
> 


© al FE an fearing God, wor.reverercing et ee ve cr,up theder: 


i. fign.andtrade of meak;ng both:Notie bear the true rnift: leſs, 

i vie3,406 ten." paticnce than they, whole. deeds will leaſt cndute che touch-ftone of ; 
brarum gpers Gods Wird : Whole vigkent projeQs againit this Church and: States, 
07*ranew. Aug. (being wholly inconſiſtent wich apy rules of rightcoulngſs .and Rode. 
#15 & 35 i : | lin $) 


The chighyf 


" 
. 
* & © 


lineſs) makes them moſt impatient to be any, way. cenfured, cxofled, 
ſexined. by to Rh 490 Fr erns, of juſtice and; bolwels, 


or re | ; 
which the rae CH ers f Gods Ward, tp 
their great reproach and regret.; .. no more able to. bear that freedom 
of al. than the oJd world could bear Noahs,or Sodom Lots preaching 
of righteouſneſs, To theſe mens ailiflance comes in((by way of. <la- 
moring or prigeoing, or Wong anda louſty. again the Miniſters, 
and Miniſtry of this h rch) | ſe ſorts. af men, whole licent iogus 


: - - 


Gods 


indifferency, profane. ignorance, .and Atheiſkical.- malice , hath yer 
indf raped ach lo _—_ yalued., the. bleſſin of the Fa et. 
bers and holy ives of good, Adimiftrs.4, both thels farw are tounes 
ſeconded by vp aug ard [clf-deceiving covetonſnef, which is. in | 
the earthy, and illiberal hearts of many leeming. Proteſtants.; who 

either ingratefully grudg-to 95 jy any of. their temporal.good things ' 

co thoſe of whole ſþirrmals che partake, or lie rhey are always Rew.vx:25: 
ſacrilegiouſly gaping | to, deyour thole remains of. Bread and watgr,. x Cari9.16. | 


* 


. 


which are yer left, as a conſtang maintenance to ſultam the Prophets.” 
which ane pert ng POE PR nEE YM ME: tle 
And laſtly, not the leaſt evil influence falls upon the Hinifters 
and. Miniſtry of this Reformed Charch, by | the: cunning | aQiyity of 
thoſe pragmatich, Tapifts, and Jeſwitical Paliticians,,(for all of the - 
Roman rofe 108 are NOT ſuch) who mak all poſſible adyan es of 
our civil troubles, and Rudy to fit us for, their ſumation, o_ re- 
covery to their party, by helping thus. to caſt -us into a Chaos, and, 
ruinous heaps, as. to any {ertled Order, and Re{gipn : The molt ef- 
feftual way to which, they know, is, . To. raiſe-up. rivals againſt, -to 
bring v#lgay ſcorn and fattious contempt upon, to foment any [can- 
da'om petitions againſt Miniſters , and the whole ſupport of the A1- 
niſtry, that ſo they may. deprive that fwnion, of all the conftant 
maintenance, and tholc immunities, which it hath ſo longand peace- 
ably enjoyned, by the Laws, (which are,ox ought to be,- as the re- 
ſults of free and poblick conlenr, 1o the rear preleryers of all eftales 
in this'Land.) Thus by faruing, they doubt nor, ſpeedily to deftroy 
the oy funttion, divine auth ity, and de {wcce =F "fete 
formed Mini&ry in England;Solicitouſlyinducingall fuch deformities, 
a5 arc moſt deſheue.of all ſober 41 1 17 66. grounds tithes of Law, Kea- 
ſon, Seripture, 0x.Catholikg practiſe in the Church of Chritt ; Thus 
ſhortly cc thatfrom our Q4i/s and Aamng of the Learnedand 
Reformed Miniſtry and true Chriſtian Religion, we may be brought 
| backapain tothe Garlick and Omons of Egypr, to praying to Saints, 
to is ing of God, m,or by, ox through Imeges,to ſuch implicite + 
Faith 4 evoiion, to trult. in /nda{gences, $0.0 uſe. .of | burthen- - 
ed, of maimed Sacraments. ;..to thoſe Papal Errors,” Superſtitions, 
and Uſurpations , - which neither we, nor our Forefa bers," of lates © 
. ages 


Religion moſt to be conſidered by Chriſtian Rulers, 
ages have taſted of ; which, however ſomewhat berter dreſſed and 
cooked (now) than they were in gras times ; yer ſill they are 
thought ow moſt juſtly) borh #»(avory and #»wholſome, to thoſe 
ſerious and ſounder Chriſtians, who have more accurate palates, and © 

$i caronicarum more reformed ſtomachs : With whoſe judgements and conſciencey, 

Scripturaram nothing will reliſh, 'or down, as to deftrine, and rule of Faith, of 

axtoritate gad- ©, mental Adminiftrations, and duties in Religion, which hath 

Crd not Scriptye for its ground ; to which, no doubt, the premitive and , 

ratione credey- prreft Antiquity did :content': To'whoſe holy rule and patern; this 

dumeſt : Alis Church of England in its refFirwurion or reformation' of Religion, did 

verd teſibus ti- x oft exaAly, and with greateſt deliberation, ſeck to conform both its 

_ Miniſtry and nal Minifſtrations, uling {berries or latitudes of pric- 

at. Auguſt. ep. dence, order, and decency; no further, than it thought might belt 

"7 i %y tend to the edification and well- governing of the Church, 1 Cor. 14. 

Hoe pris red ... Wheecin it had (as all particular National Churches have) at 


ue? _—_ £ allowance from God, both in Scripezre, and in Reaſon, 


quod credere debeamus, Tertul. de prz. ad Hz 1,3. Satris Scripturis non l1quentibus quid loquetar 2 
Ambr, voc. Gcn. |. 2, 


f 


27. But, as if nothing had been reformed and ſetled with any wiſ- 
Things of dom, judgement, piety, or confcience im this Church, nor hitherto fo 
Religion cazried on by any of the true and ordained Miniſters of it ; infinite 
ought firſt calumnies, injuries, and indignities , are daily caſt upon the whoſe 
and 'moſt to Church, and the beſt Miniſters of it : The cry whereof (no doubt} 
be conſidered 2s it hath filled the Land, fo, it hath reached up to'Heaven, and is 
by Chriſtian come up to the ears of the moſt high God. VO - ACT > 
Rulers. And therefore, I hope, ir will not ſeem rude, unſtaſonable, or 

imporcune to any excellent perſons of what piety or power ſoeyer, if it 
now preſleth into their prelence ; who ought to remember, that th 
are but as Bees in the ſame Hive ; as eAnts on the fame Mole-hill; 
and as Worms in the ſame clods of Earth, with other poor [inferiof 
Chrittians, whom they have far lurmounred in civil and fſeculat re- 
ſpets. The ſwarms and crowds of world'y counſels and defigns; 
we hope, have not (as they ' ought not) overlaid or ſnctheted aff 
thoughts, care, andconſcience of preſerving, reftoring, and eſtabliſh- 
ing, truth, good order, and peace, 11 matters of Religion : Whichare 
never by thoſe ns perſons, who pretend to any thing of rrie. 
Chriftianity, to be fo far deſpiſed and Oe that thoſe above all 
other matters of publick concernument, ſhould be left, like ſcatrered 
ſheaves, to the waſtings and' tramplings upon by the feet of the 
Meritd z Deo Beats of the people ; ungathered and unbound by any civil ſar- | 
nee liguntur gui EHox and power, agreeable to holy order,” divine method, Chriſtian 
OC | charity and pridence. Poflibly ir had fared "better with'al eftares 
—_ Cypr. in this Church and' State , if they had learned and mae Hens 
Vine 
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Mattorg of Religion maſt renſuderable 


divine. direftion, 2 nd erand. princi in Chriſtian aljcks.. arp x law & wie 
ſeek the King dom of MN IORen the r ighteouſneſs t} i, ary Prime 
theſe things ht be added ta e; The negle&t of. | eſe, ».(rhe +54 lanQum, 
Church) and its beauty, holy order, and miniſtry, en a great Marth. 6. zr, 
cauſe of oyerthrowing | {o:many ſailed, banſes, Iony were epyered Hag. 1. 4- 
with Cedar, and decked with ermteon andGeld, -» Is _— = 
Certainly no men employcd in publick power. or counſel, ave inyout ceiles 
any buſinels of ſo great concernment., or of 1o, urging and crying houſes, 'and | 
neceſſity as. this , Phe Refer peionef: the trug Evangelical bt iftry , his touſe lis! 
in its due power and authority ; Upon which, without any dilpu or Ice, 
among ſober and truly-wiſe, men,the, veryJife,, being, weight, Honor, on”: 
and ſucceſſion of our A Kt doth depend, both as Chriſtian, 'and (4; p.orgve:) 
as reformed: For it is not.to be expe. Ted, that the 1 norant prating,, hoſts, coofider 
and confident boaſting of any other wolumtrers,. eyer ſoberly 4- your ways. 
dorn, os ſolidly maim ain our, Religion,; whi h.hach = pany very elo- * mts ney gy 
quent, learned, and ſwhrile, exemfes , belies, the rude and. Þrofet phainom. 
rabble, belicging it ; learme, and. wlearned oppoſe erwe. 1 Religi- 
0, as the right. andleti-hand of the Devil; the auc out of ignorance, 
the other out of crookgdneſs ; the'one as dark,, the other as. de} raued.; 
the one cannotendure its /ight, nor Fe FEI irs fralonefe gs 
| prking of of them can thels jy Poſt 20 belp,. a0 the confa(ed.. 
tack lin com of (Greeſe, ico Snded $/ rain Thee agent, 
og Ls wor eee tp bur an kepe3-ag to. ſobex. ptr y = I 2h 
F ants, intitnating the approach or aſſault of cnemies;;. ge" A outs i WO phrn 


excite the vgilancy and valor of all worthy CMagiitrates, Icon(cien- zales by 
toms Solder I wiſe, Chriftians. of, ee Referee Church, x ” | IV 


ſiſtche lwrgng dapger';- as by « 0 

bliſhing and incouraging. 2 Incceſſion, of learned; ga and. 
Ainjtters., . 

Nor in any reaſon of State, or Re RO Eb who H 
exerciſe Magiitratich. wer in this Church and bam] fo far ny 
him; who i is His her thex the highett 

penced ; » Or 6 far grarfe the irreli 

rarice, and violent profanenels of AY. (who.: pg 

oners, the inflruments of his wrath, and. ray. 0 hi 

as for their fakes, and at” theirim! 

thoſe who are by Chriſt and. his, | 

of Gods grace, and conveyers. 

whom, Oat do bone ome in 


nt faf 
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Fat thilfer of comoplacit. _ 
weakneſs, and meannefs. Such as deſpiſe and oppoſe the Minifly 
of Chriſt, are more rebellious than the devils were ; for of theſe, 
ſeventy returning teſtifie, Luke 10.17. Lord, even the devils are ſub. 
Jett to 14 in thy Name, 

If then we 'have immortal 'ſarls ( which "ſome mockers hiftþ- 
' queſtion,) ſure they are infinitely to be preferred before our carkaſer; 
3 Cor.1, 21,; and the inſfrnments which God hath appointed, as means to jeve 
Ic pleaſed ( — them, are propottionably to be eſtcemed beyondany, thar'are ofrithie - 
.by — cc # * deftroyers, at beſt,” bur rhe preſervers of ment bodies, aid ektward. 
= eftares. | 
hy hat bo- '' Who can diſſemble, or deny , That the barks of equity, piety, 
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Nation, in this particular, "ablrand'excellent CMiriters ; ſo that 
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ftersof Engtand were the admiration of the Reformed World, had wor 
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whom, none of that order, in any of the late Reformed 4 hwy 15 497 we" 
= ſcarce Fr of the Antients, _ given more ample, clear, and rejoye nol 
conſtant teſtimony, to the glory of God, and the truth 'arid purity of the 
the GoFþel, be chats Writing, Preaching, Praying,” S* reid br: 1g eels © 
holy Exampler, Living and Dying i, which T again repeat, and juſti- 52 of the 
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the Jarge and ſerious triumph ch aſ|-rhoſe + twere herce © 
tofore profeſſed 'enemies to this he ew air -Reformed: Regs 
(cither fuch as are faQions and politick Faftors for another 
macy and Power ; orſuch as carry deep brands of Schiſmand* Hor, 
fie on their foreheads ; or ſuch as are profeſſedly gore pul re 
ial, nd difſolure windes) diſcover, | Pp Kc) gg ole 
ſhall per benny than more formente. ww + the 
the-true aud.faithful Miniſters the C 
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conſtant teſtimony, Ay noe the Tix of God, and the trut prerity of the 
the GoFfþel, by wine, Pregbing Rte 1 Suffe offerings, 7 3nd abun 
\holy Examples, pray ich'T agai eat oe _ 
fie againſt thoſe, who gan <a Þ fdais, and are ready 
euvy,. againſt the real worth, and undeniable excellency hey af the the OMimi 
fters of the Church of England. | 
All which makes me preſume, That you (OexcellentChriſtians ken 
can neither be ignorant, nor unlarisfied in this point of the Evangeli- = 
cal Miniſtry, both as to this; and all other Churches uſe, poremirag earthit *- 
neceſſity ; 'as alſo, to the divine right of ir, 'by Chriſts #nfticarion, 
the Apoitles derivation , and the Catholike Churches obſe 
in all rimes and places ; as to the mars ſubſtance of the duties, the 
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- fbſurd malice againſhike Minifters1.;; Hy 
if ever queſtioned, amongany Chriſtians, until of late ; much leſg, + * 
ſo ſhaken, vilified, and xraduced, as now it is by the wngrateful wan 
ronneſs, and profanc. unwarthineſs of ſome ; who, not by force of fege 
ſon, or argumentsof ruth , bur by forcible ſophiſtries, armel cayil- 
ings, violent calumnies, and arrogant intruſions, have (like fo tha} y 
- wilde Bores) ſought to lay waite the Lords Vinezard ; Prete 


Plal.80. 3% That their brutiſh confidence is. beyond the beſt dreſſers $kill ;*thar 
Tho Bear our their irregular OED better than the carefule/? Gleng Ns 
doth waſte ir, their nk croppings and tearings. are beyond any order 4 preevings, 0 
and che wilde py; weed:rgs ; that their ſords partes. 17 and filthy Corfu on}, 
3-7 pA the arc before any ſeaſoi.2b1e manwrings ; that there needs no ok? al Hu- 
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Et atroces inſs ordaining, or the faithful peoples approving ; where ſo many. devout 
diateres, & @ (pine, and holy bogs, will take care to plant, water, drels, and propa- 
[pt Aron gate the Vine of the trae Chriſtian Keformed Reijgion ; to which, 
flare comen- the hearts of men are naturally no proprt ions ſeyl. Nor 1s the eveilt, 
dun;,cam marte a8 tothe happineſs of this Church, and its Reformed Religion, to be 

* quamarte.Aug. expected other (without a miracle,) (if once thole nnorderned, uy- 
S_— clean, and untried ſpirits, be ſuffered to poſlets the Pulpits; and places 
Lort%e the Of true and able CHMHiniſhers.) than ſuch, as betel. thole. forenamed 
harveſt, that catiel, when once Chr: permitted the devils ro; enter to them :. 
he would ſend Al truth, order, piety, peace, and purity of - Religion, | rogether with 
1+; Farnos am the FunRion of the Miniſtry , - will be violently carried, int2;/; and 
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Adbſardities prhochy {ome men endeavor to diſhonor, and deſtroy the whole Fune © 
Zion of the reformed and'eftabliſhed Miniſtry in this Chutch ; and 
to ſurrogate iu their places, either 'Romiſh Agitators,. ora ragged Re- 
x King.r3.3 I: gimert of new and necefſtous voluntiers, (wholoever liſts, nor to 
m2ge conlecrate, but deſecrate himſelf, by an execrable boldneſs ;'- or ele is 
clectedand. miſordained by that zcalou4 ſimplicity, ſchiſmatical fury, 
nd poplar madneſs after ay PAveleys which 15 ever, / iti any meaner 
ſoever would '197t © people.) _ Thele NO dOuUDT arc ſuſhciently known. £o you; to»  - 
he conſecrated gether with thole Icarned. {olutions, . thote ſaber, and -to wile. men; - 
non lega un fl latisfaRtory anſwers, which haye by many worthy Pens, both long 
i Pi. "mg fince, and lately been made publick, borh as to thecalumnies of the 2 
V. 34. Andthis thing became fin tothe houſe of Zeroboary, 26 cut iroff and deſtroy ir from the 
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adverſaries, and rhe vindication' of this Church, and its Miniſtry ; 
W hich is conform, rot onely ro our wife, excelent, - and” antieri 
Laws ; but to all right reaſon; common rules of order and pulicy';' 
diQtares of humane nature ; praiſe of al] Nations: Allo, to the 
Precepts, Inſtitutions, Paterns, and Cuftomsof God, of Chriſt, 'of 
the Apoſtles, and of all the Churches ; and eyer was fo eſteemed and 45.4. 1'8 
reverenced; until the ſowr and x# _— dregs of thele perilous; laft,'z Tia $; 1," © 
and worſt cn to be rae) þ tn bon : Wheren dn, whder. 

retences of (1 know not what) fpecidl calling, gifts, and'privite pes, z 
Four really ASS cn other vt than hole the uſe to grow omg 
the Spirit of rruth, peace, holineſs, and order, fome men are xcſolved 
to aſcend to that deſperate height of impizty,” which counts nothing 
a /in, a ſhame, or a confuſion. Shoabetbucataiclh es ns ove 

I ſhall not ſo far ai the knowledge,” memory,' or conſciences,;; 30. 

of wiſe and worthy Chriftians ; as wh abuſe their Itifure, by a large, HMimfters 
cxa&, and punRual diſputing every one of thoſe Particulars, Argu- #nbeard, 
ments, and Scripturey, * which have beer! well atid learnedly handled 9xght ror to 
by others ; who haye put the heady rabble'of their opponents, to fo #* condemr- 
great diſorders ; as from Argument s,'to threaten Arms;;\ from ſhews £4. 
of Reaſon, to flic ro Paſſion ; from ſober Speaking,' to bitter Railings, Lnodrationi- 
Scoffings, and Barkings at that Light, which they fee is ſo much above rg 


them. 
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T ef © 
Church, fo long owned by all men, both ar home and abroad ; Seq, __— 
fo long, and largely proſpered here with the effe; aid ſexlriof Gods © 
grace pon "it ;. fo eſteemed neceſſary ro the very "Being" of any ** 
Church, and Chriſtianity it ſelf, by all ſober andſerious Chriſtians ; © 
(For, there can be no true Church, where Chriſt is not'; who' pro- 
miſed to be with his Miniſters to the end of the World ** So, ' thac 
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ſpirits, 'deluding preſſing 1 this* ne nds har 
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her heretofore, and may <lJ A enjoyed 5; 
an! tent Min,  Wmld they have berter Sc lars K1nd« p. + 
of peed learying { Acnter, Diifcantr' in comroverſies in, rer In- * 
terpreters in Commentaries upon the Sacred Texts t Better Ling Ws $4 
More { olid Preachers ? More pathetick, Orators 7 more e fervent: Praye > 


ol &% a 


2 ofthe Ch Cherch 6 Exghank, acorkngto 
icid ſes aud graces 7 ns | ; 
Ra exienicserv , IS tore chan their pry. Forone Naw lendabie 
At rs} ers, Which; fear, was not lo made up ng -75 oj 
the. preirecs from” thei vile ; Kos 1p et , ſtd in- 
wer flowre-with ſoine bran ;) How many -hun-("%e virrecs 


of bv ptr wow cable Miniffers in this. Chute 1A - gh row aſpicians 
as fair, and-as cerety tht yea, yond what -afty new intabeſe 

p amp is likely to be , for all v, I tea Pratdig, 7 But I finde Ie Jo rehile,Calenh. 

not any new Truth, 'or Gofpel, or- Sxcramems ; or Gifts or Graces; | 


or Virtwes, —_— Bf: ney Ko pe "\h theſe. vow. 
7:Mhis bur ch, 


$ in's #ew., 
Wy 


ie, fed Multi nOUU ati) ' 
he amore m verie 


ey" rin E toon! than, Jear 
= of They would have a tion of Torch riſe upaor- id paid 
ſown, nr of <br whoſ fo er ſhoxdd be cartyption, and whoſe rimen +; 57 


> aol. $.of : Providence, jen wind» ; 

ne procepe 'and oracles of Gods written Word : 1 dwgrigh. 
of divinity muft fir any Emtopian Common- Eurip. Hel. 
ſhall form to their new fan- 


cies "andimereſts;; any Preaching and Prayin NE os make (hriff, 


and the Scriptures, and the Sacraments, a things, and the 

Miniſtry it telf and = Church , —_ Era and Cee ntto'any 

State deſign, ecular profetts ; as the Imanacls 

makers 28 > ood Sun, and Moon, and S ny {man T, 

whats: of, Heaven, to affiſt any party whom they liſt to ns 

or hopets feed upon : Such planetary Preachers, allerwe Miniſters ' 
abhor to be z and ſuch cheir enemies deſerve to have, or to be ; who © 
oblerving the winds of worldly and State variations,” ſhall never ſow Ecdef.18-4; . 
the good ood ford ef true Religion ; mor ever ſerve the Lord, while ng RS 
ſaviſhly-and — SES 4. 


know, 


_——— 


”» + wh 


Io | : Prog. , ks 4-4 3 ” FS Ap 
know, as wiſe and humble yea; Tones o '$ TY 
ſoever they are "hd to be jeR "10 civil powers in ws. -- 
things, with gratitude and-.tue reipe& ; yernor ſo, as to py 
God, tolevel Chrift, to ſubje& Conſeience, to. _ the orioas_ + 
Golpel., its due Reformation; and its} Miniſthy aid -& my .; $ 
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ve counſel, nor conſent to thoje wilde” or wicked rojects, W RY 
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or of Pop iſh” ſuperſtitions, Heretical oppreffious; and Schilnat 
orfikans, which will follew the afſteration and reje&ion of 7 
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*which' cannot+bur be attended with the ſubverſionof many ſouls} 
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fa&tion of many, and with the unſpeakable # ief and ſangalof aff © 
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That we have no trac Miniſtry, becauſt no tree Charch-way . 


in England. 


Finde there are many: and great things objeRed, by the) Ants- 
miniſterial party, through ignorance, weakneſs, miſtake, or malice; 

not onely againſt the Minifters, and the peculiar office of :the Mini- ::: 11+ 
ftry ; bur alſo againſt the —_— of our Religion, eſpecially as 
to the extern ſocial maner of our holy Adminiſtrations : Sy Jof chem wp 
deny us to be any true Miniſters; becauſe not in any wy of :a'trwe 
Church ; not baving any trxe Relsgion' owned: or. eftat , and 
excrciſed among us, i a» right (hurch-way, as they call it. So thac 
it is not onely the main pribars of Chriſtianity," the learned and godly 
Miniſtry, which. they. would change : But the whole model of our 
Church, and frame of our Keligion,: is: thar, which theſe men would 
remove , cither pulling it down: by force , or: undermining;:by - 
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countermine againſt theſe -Moles , and to eftabliſh againſt theſe 
Shakers, and Subverters of the yery foundations of our Charch and 
Religion, | | | [ERIE 
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may ſee, That we are neither ignorant our ſelyes, nor willingly de- ; 

ceivers of others, in ſo great a matter as Religion is, which we pub- Of true R 

lickly have profeſſed and preached in this Charch, both with ſcience j,. rey 

and conſtience, with judgement and integrity, | 22 refigle 
Firſt then;, We eſteem 77a Rebigion to bethe rs a wav. 

ance = thoſe _ _ we ow tothe One onely rywue God ; or to Dev animes ue- 

any Creature for his fake ; That is; upon ſuch grounds; to ſuch erids, 5 wee. 

and after ſuch maner, as God requires them of us, in the ſeyeral re- dag Kei 


lations, wherein we ſtand obliged to him, or them. ames 7 
ge - —_ J 2% 


66 of irncRiliginpinſaſeddohiGherch ef Engler. = 


Internal. This Religion 15 diſcharged by us; firſt, Imternally : in the Re- ; 
Lux eft religi- ceptions and HMotions\of #h EnlghtopqarſdlagRified Soul ; to which. 


onis in conſcs- \\ ne can immediately be conſcious, but onely God, and a mans own 
entia, Lumen i 


oze, piiin 2 Herein, we concaiye the. very foul , late, and: quineefioner of 
— _— ow doth "= {o far _ is to be Ge part, from 
x Cor.z. 1. all outward exprefſions, viſible Form, Society, OT Clinrch Commy- 
1John1.3- nion ; onely as having ſpiritual inward converſe and fellowſhi 
& 3-19- _ with Gdd and Chriſt, by che- graces of the holy: Spirit; althou 
Nee fn, Chriſtians towldbcin deſerts, dungeons; prifans, folicudes, and 
=: eccleſia ub; beds'; amid(t-2lb forced {ordidniets, diſorders, and: diflo/urons of any 
Chriſtus , nec ſhew and profeſſion of Religion, ; as tothe oinward) man. : This fu» 
ſocietas ubi ch&- cority wean nothing of extern faſhion; ior oraamemt to TImphear its 
|  wncgrry my piety ; but: 4s fatisfactory bockad God, arid a many ewn.conteience, 
fd. thatintegrity af a judicious, holy, and:devour hearc 31 which hack 
deyoted all ws pewers and fecytties, to the knowledor,; meditation, as 
doration; wnmetation, love, and admiration of God ; according a8 be 


b 


Heb,1.1, was plaaledin varioxs tives andmancrs torevealhimielf to it vi As, 
partly «yet, but darkly) by.thea7ghr of \reufur, in varionali and woral 
principtes ſeconded with fears! and Rrokes of''Conſtrence,- 'whith 

cones tt | is a bean and candle of the Lordin the tout of man'; but tniore tlear- 

payurts 15 6 ly by ſupernatural manifeſt ations, in dreams and vifienr, in- aadible 
in intelleftu, ra- Voices, propheticat revelations, or angelical wiſffrens : By all which, 
dians in vole religious Iight was onely occaſional and traditional ; but now moſt 

Late _ evidently, oY and conſtantly, in that declaration of his will 

effi, fs to mankurde ,/ Wwhich 5s connined in the tively oracles of his'inow 

flommans in 4. wiritten and perfe&t Word; the onely infallible rule of 2 good Con 
more, ſcrutans (ciencc, and toundationof true Religion :: According to which, onely, 


au OT, we mealurcit; both as to its wmocrnals\, which art funinarily com» 
cd os prehended, in the love'of 'Go4z .and(irrexternals, 'which arc com- 
in facinore, pleated. in that charity,,which for Gotls\ake; webear, arutreaily-ex> 
li —_ rs + Wy 
Bern. ercile toward a}l man 5 bur ebicfly 16a; the honfratd of faith, this, 
2 Tim.3.16. the Church, or Society of thoſe, who profels to befieve in Jeſw 
rt 2 Chriſt,as the onely Sawvionr of finners. 
"=""7Y & This well-grounded and wollipuided Religran (as iris then'an 
Et ſolide fun- Iuternal, Jadicious, and Sixcerr devoting of the: whale foul 10 God, 
danda, & ad &- 25 the ſw prewe: good, offered us im Jeſws Chrift) Wereftearh the high- 
mp SCT1P!B* ct honor and beanty of the vexfenable foul ; the divineft or 
—_ a Charatter on mans nature ; | the: nobleſt and caprerty of the 
ate (ta- © ———_ pPeerry PV ON 
bilienda, & immortal \pirit in us ; demonſtrating, not onely its cammon'yetation 
chaitate ca. tothe Creator (which all things have,) but rhe Creators peonliar fa- 
fawnyinds rele ear; and. mAulgence to mad 3" whom he zeacherh ro feay, enableth to 
Ed bo), © _— and encoumgeth to jove tmu- above all :' As alfoarers captcity, 
animg , quo ad ſumman Dt; pulcbricedinen ft. Bradward, Holeurt- 
2. Lnfine, Greg, NC. PREY "re f1 | Yvon wm 


co 


jy 3\ AW of ana Rubbey ap. 4 * DIL "YA + 

arrain Pale AS4< Way af the dFwibecw; dome, ucpkohan Aegition of 
ths drone fove', "hich OR hate Setira> worth 
hog, true Religion; Fu” woe y in the foul of —_— ts nor barely 

2 ſpecularive krowledge of God, according; to what his witdom hath True Refi | 
revealna of hinself, un bis work: and word 3 As, thay he i94- What he £i0# yot - 
is nor, as to any: detects 3 whatbe is, im \a} poſitiverexcollepe ior it ory og 
bimfelf, (which-yer- is/n groar queter>amahg ery, 6 upon! mans We 
nnderſtanding from experience, and'/from: the hiftorick parts of: the al fab 
Scriprure.) But further, it alſo ſhew us, whar-God #20 as, iti Na- c 
tyre, Grace, Law,Gofpel, Works, Word, Creation; ON F) Inc ar- IE 
nation ; what we are 'to God i Chrift,: :far\ ic 
what all things ars to 4, as they axe in God, (thus bs) ins i661; 
will, power, Ei ,&c. eicher making, or proſeryng, Of = - Wis dv 
fing them for-our good and his lo ') - Accordirig” to which 1 e 
we come to defire, ta love; to! engoy in all rhings, and all thii 
m him-; that is, within thoſe bounds of honoy; order, and thoſe 
ends, which he hath ſet int reference 3s the' great #1ils of ton) * 
and his glory, which ace as a lefſer eltcle tn 4 greater; "hivyiigf bor, > 
the ſame centres. At n_ h God beavmes the Joy, life; bramty, ex- exe , 
altation, and happineſs of believing ſoul ;- its 6ft&f" ec e pl: 


tions of: him, and fincere deyetionsv him ; Ace we i t6 have 9s 
an humble fight, ingennous ſhame, tential | {ibw; 'and 4 abbey. . gee 
rence of our finfulneſs, vanity, wry, Sheng and not eB 


F | L 
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compared to God, Ks rt from him, | 
- After this our oa tothe t> be enclined to him (a5the moſt exce}- | 6 

lent good and perfefting Deawry) drawn after him, : and duly « | 

with'him 3 ; to fear him-for his power arid jultice ; ; Yo vette hints Foy «; Rs rt 

his excellent majeſty and glory z to admire him for incomprehenſible «21 TT 

perteQton ; to loye him for his goodtve($imhinlelh; jn _ POS mhuauet 

in Chriſt aboye all ; ; (in whom his /ove,grace,and bounty is molt clear- 

ly diſcovered, and freel conveyed to us ;) We'corng to Bieve him - 

for his veracity 'or # nm erath 'm his Law" and G to be 

guided by his Wrer A {dom and direftions,” which ate eqed: ity NY IT 

the wine er of his ke ant ru pe agreeable motions of his hon Bos 

us (Which aft Fe der 1$0"Ga eachiorhef :) WE wn? AJ 

obey him in all things tl cin Entire and” Alt hobity, to tu 

in him erall times for his faichfwbneſt and immarability 4 toxin an 

him, and abr paSney For the - -conſumimarion of his/ Hel and aut 


prets 2 doch in' grace extit) dry ;- 
ewe wouh or Ko rech Hy bin af UE Rte VOIR 

cannot by are hutnahe 'refſon;,” cottipretiend br nonſt 
ep ed Wi I native lunine : Lum Siri bf vp3nw, ut 


K 2 les 


53 Scripture the vnely ground now of true Religion, 


ofcentimes praying to God, as all ſufficient, omniſcient, omnipreſenc, 
and omnipotent : ſupplicating for that,” from his grace, power, and 
bounty, which we have not, delerye not, nor can attain otherways, in 
this lapſed, corrupted, and curſed eſtate of our nature. 
Eph. F- Which owes all its reparations onely tothe free grace of God, 
By 6 ace Y* manifeſting himie)f in his works and words ; alſo in. thoſe ſecret im- 
are laved., 2rd operations of 'the Spirit upon the conſcience, and whole foul, by 
wn; 0hrage | illuminations, reſtraints, : terrors, convitions, converſions ; ſweet, 
ye buoy Aug. yet powerful, attractions ; victorious, yet deleQable prevailings, a» 
greeable to the nature of the ſoul, and the /iberty of the will ; which 
Oud friflis then recovers its tr#e liberty, when —_—= cords of Gods Jove, its un- 
ad Deum liga- Willingneſs is bound up ; and its chains of violent luſts are taken 
mur eo perfefti- off : Whence ſuch great impreſſions,and real changer, are made upon 
x librramw,& ecyery rational faculty in the ſoul; as thoſe from darkneſs to light, 
ap nog from captivity to freedom, from death to life ; according to the ſeveral 
(_ via repreſentations of Gods excellencies in natwre, in morals, and in 
ls; necreatu, myſteries; wherein, the exceeding great riches of his free-grace, and 
Wee terrore, nes love to us in Chriſt, Epheſ. 1:9. & 2.7. hath the moſt toftning, 
| * 697 ar aatenn uldng, and transforming influence ; which, fully received upon 


Teapioian! the ſoul, the whole-man, in minde and ſpirit, in fancy, underſtanding, 


Auguſt. judgement, memory, will, appetite, affettions, paſſions, and conſcience, 
Now «ji fafti becomes partaker, through grace, of a divine natzre, 2 Pet, 1.4, 
ſum ſed divi- (paapans to what he was) and becomes a * new creature, not as to 


- "ma its eflegce ; but as to aJl ends, principles, motions, and aQians ;: 
mutanur, ſed Which arc begun and continued, deſigned and ended in holineſs ; that 
in ſanftam, boc is, in humble and wnſcigned regards to the glory of God," and 
eſt, dyvinam u4- ex & purpoles of conformity to the will of God, in his written Word. 
fares repat#” New creatures by . a _newnels of grace ; in, which , we yemain- 
- 1.5. "a_ what we were, Men ;- but-are made, what we-were not, Sam s.. :: 


taxtum Deo reparati, confirmanur. Proſp. * 2 Cory. 17.: 


3. To which Word of God inthe Scriptures, | we being guided 
Scripture anddireRed by the conſtant and moſt credible teſtimony of the Charch 
the only rule of (hriſt, (that pillar and ground of Truth). fo as to.receive, andre- 
of true Re- gard them ,, They at length, by Gods. grace onthe heart, demon- 
bgion. rate themſelves, (by their xative, and. divine Jight)). to be, the very 
x Tim.3.-15, Wordot God; thole {:vely oraelcs, . whichiſerforth moſt dryine pre» 
_y "3 cepts, paterns, prophecies biſtories and myſteries; proffers alloand pro- 
Romg. 2. miſes of tuch good things, as the ſoul would moſt defire, moſt wants, 

| and onely can truly delight in living and dyingy and to-crternity.... | 

Religion Beyond * thele/Scriptures ,/; which,ave gultly call 7he- Ward, of 

conſt in no G94, vnderftond in thei true ſente, and meaning... we, do.not. owp, 

fond fancies, PY thing for 4 groxzd, rxle, or duty in Religion :, Nox arg we atall 

* Hoe privs cr Moved, by thole bold rriflings, and endleſs janglings abaur,;Kelegion,, 
5 | / Grace, 


of 
BATH 


}. / 


Fanatich pretences to Religion, are eafic and exayty. 69 . 
Grace, Spirit, and Inſpirations, which weak and yain men, ing dis ; non eſſe 
to their own fooliſh fancies, and notto the divine Oracles) do ſcatter _ __— 
too and fro, as chaff, to blinde the eyes of fimple and credulous _—_—— 
people ; which would make Keligion, a matter of novelty and curio- bu curiofitate 
fity ; of cavilling meerly and contending, of cenſuring and con- #* gure#t poi 
demning others of ſelf-confidence andintollerable boaltings, of ſe- Chrif Pla th 
quaciouineſs and feminine ſoftneis, of cuſtom onely .and paternal CEA, 
example, or of eaſe and idleneſs; where, out of a lazy temper,'Tencul. de * 
negleRing all ordinary means, Miniſtry, and duties, ſome men'ex- prall. ad Hz. 
pect by yu inſpirations and diftates , to have gheir defe& of wimiley'd bee 
pains and induſtry ſupplied : Or elſe they - place their Religion, "in hiya 
the adhering to tome party and faition 5 in popular and fpecions'ins gig," 2 v wn 
ſinnations, and pretenſions ; or in admiration of mens perſons, and ««n\@* dui | 
gifts ; or in the prevailencies of power and worldly ſucceſſes ; or in * penntiely 
uniuſt gain and ſacrilegions thrift ; or in orcat xealotries for ſome por rey Bev | 
new form and way of con#fituting ; dr(ciplining , and governing pep: Infias Fay 
Churches ; ox. in boldneſs to affirm, rodeny, and to do any thing ;-or 4g *CL.'AL 

in mcer verbal ——_— and looſe confidences of being eleffed and me. 1. '* 
predeſtinated to happineſs, of being called tobe Saints, and Preach- Nos tentun * | 


ers, and Prophets, in a new and extraordinary way ; to advance \"pares ſas 


ſuch opinions and prattiſes, asno holy men of old, ever knew, a&ed, ivie- 
or nan] for Religious ; or laſtly, in railing upon, deſpiſing, and yore Fond ; 
ſecking todeſtroy all thoſe, that approve not, or follow not thoſe © oof in par: 
ſelf-conceited confidences and wiolent extravagancies, which ſome prey >. 
men affc& in their rude and unwarrantable undertakings. . Such tjove bibimwr;. * 
were the fanatick, mad, and at laſt, fad, Religion of thoſe {ircxm- Sal. de Gub. 
cellions of old , and thole Anabaptrſts, and other later SeRts in}: S- w_ 
Germany *; who wanted nothing but conſtant fuccefſes and continued arrynmwt 
power to have.made all men, as wilde. and wicked as themſelves; or ;4- caunica: | 


Iſe to have deſtroyed them. 7 "1 banc ingeuuan 
elle to haye deſtroyed them gry aa 


tem, qu4 eas ſolas ita ſeguar, ut conſeriptores earum nibil omnino in ti erraſſe, nibil fallaciter poſuiſſe 
non dubitem. Auguſt. ep. 19. ad Jeron, Sj canonicanm ſcripturariom ant walguam firmer, 
ſine ulla dubi! atzone credendum ft ; Aliis ved teftibus tdi credere vel non credere ticeat, Auguſt. ep. . 
Cap. 32, * Slcidan. Com. Lio, ad an. 1535. - | hes | 


Alas, who ſees not, bow far different and much eafier to finful 

cn and blood, to on _ and ou m—_—_— theſe _—_ 

oft fallacies, theſe froths a mes; t t (welling words, 1 

ls of vanity, by Jon Father, . they _ Saints, and Hy _ 
ſpiritual, inipired Prophet s,fent of God to call the Worſd to repent- 

ance; to reign, with Chrif; Thoſe rotten [enſualities of Religion 

(as ſome blaſphemouſly call it ; choſe [ib5dinoms excreſcencies ; thoſe. + 

tying prophecies, &c. How much eafter (1 ſay) theſe are, than thoſe 


bumble, ſober, exait, and-conſtant tyes of Conſcience, and duties of 
K 3 ir#E 


_ Fanquchpretenoes ts Relogion, are tafir and empty.' 

; trwe Rel'pien 31 by which holy men and women, -im-all ages, have 
» Per. 1. 20, 21VEn all: d:igevce to makes their calling and eleftinn ſure, towerk 
Non eft vera ont their ſalvation with fear and trembling ; by hearing, Trading, 
aur firms &ti- ſearching and meditating on the Scriptures ; by repenting, faſting, 
tude glerie, Sue praying, watching, and weeping; by cxamining, trying, pcgng, 
Proeotory and condemning cheir Guful-ſelf , even inthe mol {pecious and fuc- 
Chit, ceſsful ations. Thus by mortsfication and ſeif-denial, coming to the 
Phil.z, 12. ; (roſs of Chri#t ; taking it up; bearing it, and fallning themifelves 19 
x Cor. I5. 32. jt, as to all juſt ftrictnefſes, holy ſeverities, and patient ſufferings ; 
Sep *-+ (till endeavoring to abound in all exaQtneſs of juſtice, charity, mecks 
fey, ef omnig. neſs, temperance," and ennocercy, before God and man, Thus going 
pepgi, indie. with ſome holy agony, thrqugh many difficulties the narrow. way, 
crkcifiyi, we true Chriftians {having done all) cnter in at the ſftrait-gate, which 
ON Proſpe. jexds to life, andare ſcarcely ſaved, | 
x Por. *97%/ Theic were harder dſerplones, and rougher ſeveritizes of- piety, 


-. 


Nox wult Dew than our delicate novelr/fs z our gentle Enth»fiafts ; our (miling_ 
ut Atbcatoiti-. Seraphicks ; - our triumphant Libertines ; our ſottcr Saints can en- 
nere ad celumw Jyre; which makes them ſo impatient (as Ahab to Elixb, and 
x ugg ones Micaith) tohear, and bear the wordsof faithful and true AMrniſters x 
Aut bac na eft winch icem as hard fayings ; . when they eecommend and urge theſe 
Eumgelinns Striptmrals and orals of truth and kel:::cſ,*uſtice, mercy and bumi» 


aut. bi non [aunt | | FR : 
anttict tity, Mrcah 6. 8. to be the onely reals of Religion: In which, the 


Lach © - uty, rule,end,comftoic,and crown of truc Religion, go conſiſt ; whoſe 
V ana ell uiligia ſt andivrclt enjoyment, is ſe/f-denial 5 bringing the loſt ſoul,to 
gue ſcehri lo- ir ſelf loft, and to ſeck after God 5 and having found bim, te 


a AD, foliow him with all obediential love ; with a pious;1mpaticnt, pay. 
Yo of religio ' and. chirftizg after happinels in him, by the ways of holineſs x 
gle quran As having one:n Heaven or Earth comparable te him : Ri) earneſt- 
eſt ; ec aa, ]y prefiing toward bim ; av always, and. onely wanting him, inthe 
eſſepoiel _ leſt enjoymenrs of all things here ; untatiubly fatisfied with his 
1p. cab un{prferting-ſweetnels ; ever filled with him, yeteyer longing more - 


3 
. 


bs. &- ibi 2 ang of hmm : The ſoul in this its exceſſiverhirft, *and fpiritu* 

emper egnſians, 8). teaver, being confident, it can drink up that Jordan ; that ceean of 

of po ener divine fulneſs ; which alone, it {eeq,.cav give i awhappy &risfaRtion 

Am are £9 CLETNIt. | | | 

venims, guod periiriffims ſums; acc nf uerends Dem [eboaf joſuning. Bop, /' > 1) 

The devout and pioxs Soul, thus intent 70 Ged, and content with 

The Souls Wim, is not always ſceprically wandring in endlels mazes and Jaby« 

ſearch af. er, rinths of Reign ; cither groping 31 obſcutitics, or gueffing at un» 

and diſcove- cerramties, 'or grapling with -iftricate diſputes, of perplexed wits 

ries of God, vations opinioris, 'of ſhifting its'partics,' or doubting its profefſian, 
or confounding its morals, or dazeling its/imellc Anal eye; by Joo 

to profÞetts of :mmenſity, and ob vity of eveinity ; (which we foe- 

pan. mote 


- 


The Souls knowledgs of God. 71 
more from 1t,' and” far'above ir, ther it onelyſees'this, Thavit cam fer viy by wy 
nothing of that” tyavſcondent Good, which we call-Gud; i( 'Who is «1G def, *'- 
indeed, that ſwperexcelltnt extellency, Which we can leafd RM nas X Kan 
he is'; and can no way comprehend- in his meftable eflence , and yung 
moſt incomprehenſible -perfeRions.} * | + If; 1 Fo _ ge? 
But, the Soul in its religions ſearch after, '\and devout'applica- mus. Aug, Re- 
tions to, this {wpremie Good, which tefteerns,' as its God, ſtayes ang trad: 1 11! 
ſolaces it ſelf (as Miners do, who flittfollow and chitfly imendirhe : 
richeſt Vain) with thoſe lefler grains and ſparks of divineigoedne 
and b:auty , \which'it* fintles! every ' where ſcarreret] in-ies age 
among the Creatures-;\ which arc a5 little effays, - pledves; and 
tokens of that d#vine Flory and excdllency, which mutt needs be 
infinite'y more admirable, and deleQable in Godhindelf)'r 2 v5clt | 

The prioxes (which is the 'onely wiſe and well adviſed) Soul; io Haber Drxs te- 


ſoon as ever it ſeriouſly ſfearcheth after God, findes him! in ſome kitide (—_ 10/1 
. quod ſumus 


or other, every where preſent; andin every thing lovely; yea, admi- ,, : n 
rable, both-within 56d wack itd{elf ; iv rey Bed ber him 'to = "7 FT 
beinfinitely above itſelf; and all chings. * Something:of God it. dif- ady. Mar. 
covers, and accordingly admireth, adorcth, praifetli; loveth, and'e&xs Plal.r11, 2, 
2lteth him, in the order, goodneſs, greatneſs, beauty, variety, and rom $8, GW 
conſtancy of his works, which. are every day viſib;e ; ſomething it —_— __. 
perceives of his ſweetneſs and deteFtablencſs in” the ſober , moderate, recula, conſueta 
and holy dclearions, *which onr ſerifes afford us, when;they enjoy *eſcune. Aug, 
thoſe obje&s; which are conyernetrt, and fitted for thems ſoinerhing Aom-", 20. 
it obſerves of divine wiſdom, power, benipnity, and: juſtice,” in; the 
experiences of Gods providente; bounty and patience, which the hiſto- 
ries of aJl times afford; ſomething 1t diſcerns of God,in thoſe commion 
beams and principles of 'remſer, which ſhine'in all mensmindes, and 
are eyidenced_ in the conferit of all Nations, - Soretime'alfoin' the Amplifier a 
reflexions, tetrors, br tranquifities of irs own, and othet mens'ror- —_— bas 
fetences ; which, are as the firſt Heaven or Hell, rewarding the'good, _ ptr» 
or puniſhing the bad imentrons and attors of every mans :* More ful- new, Sc. 
ly x fees God in the manifeftations of the drone. Word; in the tx- — Prima «ft 
atnrfs of the Moral'Law;; ih the rwtes of Fuftith given to all-men ; bec altioguod ſe 
of which, theit'own reaſon and will is the meaſure! and flandard, Zncier wa. 
Being commanded to'Ho 70 other :men, as we would have them do 10 we; 12." ehe. Juv. 
HMarth,7.12. yea, and to do toGodalto ; in therelations w | Manh. r; 6, 
ks fant obJj hs hin, for dry, love, wet en oe” as we wo ef; - > (aa 
ave others do to us.; when we are as fathers, of wafers, or friemls, ets © ts 
or bentfatÞors, or w -willess ;  agh pac to offend; is'by all haqredy rok 
mert thought 'maſt batharous, wjuiſt, 4nd Wicked; bow nels more e9,, ; 
agamſt God, who hath'the mgheſt merit/uport vis 7 'Yer[further, ce Tam peter, ram 
Soul ſearching after God," findes- his wiſdom und proſeience! in all pint, 1am bene- 
thoſe prophetical prediftions, and many prefigarations of things-to Te Pros 
| | ce; -* 


__ 'The' Souls ſearch after Gid. 
Idowgumeſt di- come ; which, from ſeveral hands, and at ſeyeral times derived, haye ' 


vinitata tefti- yet punRually been fulfilled ; chiefly in the coming of the Meſſias, 
joe 093 a7 oh uf ay center, and conſummation of aJl prophecies and promiſes ; 
Tere, Apal. c. Which ſerting forth the natare, love, life, and death of Teſs Chriſt, 
20, * wereall moſt exaRtly accompliſhed in him, and by him ; on whom 
©  , were thoſe notable ſignatures and charatters of the. divine . wiſdons 
John r.14; | and power, that bs glory appeared to men, as the glory of the onel 
begotten Sou of God, full of grace, andtruth. | 
The _—_— fulneſs of this Evangelical grace and trath by 
Teſws Chriſt, the faithful Soul further diſcerns in the ſacred emblems 
and ſeals of the holy Sacraments ; by which the divine goodveft is 
repreſented and conveyed to us under the notions and efficacy of 
thoſe things, which are moſt neceſlary to. our lives ; either for Be- 
ing, or Ornament z to nouriſh us, to cleanſe us, and to chear us, 
Moreover, the pious Soul ſees God in the exemplary patience of the 
holy Martyrs ; inthe miraculous conſtancy of the heraich,Confeſſors, 
in the humility of er#e Penitents ; in the purity and amendment of . 
real Converts ; inthe comtentedneis of trwe Believers z in the mer» 
Tifulneſs and charity of :r#e Chriſtians g in the mortifyings, and 
ſelf-denyings (as to this world) of all true Saints, which are follow- 
ers of Chrizt ; and laſtly, in that holy ordination and ſucceſſion of 
the Evangelical Miniſtry ; which as Chriſt inſtututed for the 
Churches good, ſohe hath through all the viciflitudes of times, a» 
mid aJl oppoſirions, preſerved it to theſe days ; andby it, rhe knows 
ledge of God, and the faith of Chriſtin the World. WOE ge 
The dewvont Soul till guided and going on by the light of the 
Mrniſtry, diicerns ſomething of God ; which is yet more retired, 
ſecret, and eneffable, in the enlightnings, ſoftnings, ſerenities, en* 
largements, ealmings, and comfarts, which are. made by a divine 
power and ſupernatural influence upon itſelf ; where it beholds the 
brighteſt glimpſes of divine glory, through the face of Jeſus Chriſt , 
and by the efficacies of his moſt ſwee: and holy Spirit , who is both 
God and mas ; ſubjeR toour infirmities, ſenſible of them, and vito= 
rious over them : Him the Sox/ anſwerably loves ; as mar, with a 
love of wnionand complacency ;' as God, with the love of admiration 
and extafie ; as both God and man, with a !loye of adherence and 
Heb.9.25. ſatwfation : As one, that hath undertaken, and is able to [ave it to 
the wrrermoſt , reconciling it with preparing i; for, and uniting it to, 
the ſupreme Good, God. | 
AJl thele excellencies of Chriſt, it ces diffuſed and derived: ts 
it by convenient means, inſtituted and continued; in the Charch ; 
which as pipes laid into the Oceans unexhauſtible fulneſs, draw rrom 


it, not to what meaſure it can give, but to what we want, and can 


Ac 


reccive. 


'T he Sdwls diſcoveries of God. - 
At length this devout Sowl, by this 'daily confluence of 

heavenly pe argrerat holy Motions, and happy Experiments, ow. 
ing (like leſſer rivolers} from all parts of the (rearror , from Serip- 
ture, and from irs own, with others —— to this ſtream of 
the knowledge of God ; It findes it ſelf by degrees adyanced, like 
Ezchiels waters, from vulgar and ſhallow conceptions, and anſwer- 
able affe&ions, to mighty and profound contemplations ; which, 
gathering ſtrength by their daily increafings, like an imperions, and 
irreſiſtible torrent, carry away the devorr Soul in its holy propen- 
firies, and impetuwons fervencies toward God : Impaticut of any 
ſtop or hinderance, till, at laſt, it comes (as all Ryvers into the 
Oceny) to be wholly refigned, and happily reſolved into its Alpha 
and Omega, its principle and perfeftion, its fountain, and its fwlneſs, 


God. | 
So then, when the Sdul in ways of trwe Religion comes to 
know, and love, and ſerve God, it is not converſant in vagrant 
fancies, in uncertain ſpecnlations, in in-fignificant notions ; but it 
ſo tar really enjoys him, as'it loves him; and loves him, as it ſees 
him ; and ſees him, as it feriouſly and deliberately obleryes him ; 
(there being nothing of 1r#e Religion in volatile ſpirits, and wr ot 
glances ; ) which it doth moſt evidently, though not perfectly ; Es 
darkly, yet truly, in thoſe glaſſes of the Creatwres ; in the Scriptmres, 2 Cor. 19. 12, 
and in its own 4 onſcience ; in all ways of Goodneſs, Truth, and 
Holineſs ; in 45ghts Natura], Moral, and Evangelical ; by all which, 
the Soul, as the Eye, ſees ſ{2zmewhat of the drvine glory of that in- 
viſible Sun, in the deſcents, ſcatterings, and pewnd, in of its beams; 
whoſe infinite, and intire brighrnefs it cannot, withour injury to it 
ſelf, fully, and immediately, behold.  Exed.gg.20, 
So that herein (we ſee) trueand ſolid Religion, both by its light 
and holineſs, its truth and practiſe, abundencly diſcovers, the fanci- 
fulnefs, levity, pride, vanity, fondneſs, and futility, of all thoſe giddy 
opimons and pretenfions, by which tome men ſeck to amuſe the world, 
and to abuſe honeſt hearts: And allo it ſhews its own real worth, 
beauty, dignity, fulnels, - uſefulneſs, wiſdom, ' and 'power ; by all. 
which it fits and fills the Soxls various faculties and vaſt capacity : 
And in ſo doing it gives the deport Sowl, \ the greateſt evidences and 
lureft demonſtrations of its own immortality, beyond what any ar- Malt impiz 
guments drawn from ordinary reafon and phi! hy can do : All I 
which the eAtherſtical impudence of ſome men eafily e'ude, having doen Mi.Fzl, 
no experimental knowledge of God ; and living without God in the Soul; im- 
world, they are-content to imagine art utter extinRion of their mortality 
fouls. | diſcoveredin 
Whereas the ſanitified Soxl concludes, and glories in its immor- true Religi- 
tality ; which it endeayors to improve to'a bleſſed eternity ; when it-op, 
L conſiders 


Ezck. 47. 


7% | Souls ImOriddity.. Mane improvement. 
confidexs ſeriouſly, and aJane ; whence can thoſe  high' and' holy ex. 
largewents, deſires, and deſegns arile, 10 far above, and beyand all 


worldly objetts and exjoyments ? whence that nul at ts fiedneſs, which 
carries the ſoul of man, with ambitious impatiencies, to this heightof 
Rom. 2.7. coveting after a bleſſed eternity, and the ſupreme Good, God blefjed far 
ever z Whence this magnetick tendexcy and divine trathvon of love 
to God, and to his infinite goodneſs ; but onely from the Father of our 
ſpirits, and Foxutain of our fouls, God ? And why all theſe wedi+ 
tations, deſires, and motions, planted in us by ſo goed and wiſea 
Creator , if never to be m—_ by us, in thoſe ſat efattians, which 
onely can flow fram ſome divine and perfettive objett p Sure it isall 
one to ompuipatent goodneſs, to fill us with the perfett goad defiredy, as 
to endue us with the dejires of that good ; which are but our: tors 
ments and imperfettions, if never to be in completion : Our very de- | 
fires of Heaven, would elſe be our Hell 4 and our longings after hap- 
pineſs, our milery. Nor is it agreeable to the methods Kg divine wiſe 
dom and goodneſs, to plant fruſtanecous and vain deſires, or Tamalifing 
tendencies wn mans nature., which he hath done in no other Orea» 
ture ; who attain whatever they naturally covet, or have innate 
penſitics ro. The fame divine power having prepared the ebje#, hath 
alſo implanted the defire. This unproportionableneſs of the Creators 
dealing with man, is leis to be hmagined , when we confider in the 
| ſacred ſtory, That man had moſt of divive counſe} and deliberation 
Gen.1,26, 1 his Creation ; (not as necdtul ro God, who ean work by emrniſci- 
ent and ownipetent power, in an inftant) but, implying to us, thoſe 
molt exatt and accurate proportions obſerved by the great and all- 
wiſe Creator, in his formation of man : AJl other Creatures rifing 
up, as babbles on water, ſo foon' as the formative Word of God, its 
its feveral commands, fell like diftint drops'from Heaven, on the 
face of the great deep, the Chaos, or fbyſ, Butman, as a ner of 
ſeal, was graven by a ipecial hand, and deliberate nora | God,. 
with the 2arks and charatters of his own holy image, in ſprenwality, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, purity, liberty, eternity, and a rionate 
Gpacny to enjoy Whatever felicity he can actin and 
—_— 


F. That, if we raiſe man to the higheſtglory and perfeQion, which 

e Mans im- he covers, and is capable of in this world of vanity and mortality; 

provement. we ſhall ſee ſomething in him of 2 /itle god, like the figare of 4 great 

monarch expreſied in a ſmall wedel or {ignet : For, bring him front 

rigor $6 4+. the ſords of his nativity, from his infant infirmities, from his childiſh 

Sent Im Sion"rplicities, from his youthful vanities - redeem him, by the politure 

Plar, of good education, from his ruſtick ignorance, his clownifh conf: denees, 
$:olida ferogia. Þis £741t{h deln 


AC 


«ff, his country ſolitude, his earthy ploddings, ' his beg- 
r, a 
refine 


$44 indrgerces, or coveram neceſſities ; rack him off 


x 


Mant improvement, Mans exeelleny; = 75 
refine him from the /ocs - as op and inorthinate luftt , from ſwell: ng 

and ſarly pride, from baſe and mean defoyns, front immoder ate affetti- ' qualou if 
ons, violent paſſions, unreaſonable impulſes, and de aved teMptations, ml Fate Gu , 
from within or without : Then furniſh him with health, procerity, be 4 
and beauty ; fortifie hum with cormperent ſtrength, both. rigſe and wwe, Plar. 
ſocial ; endue him with all wiſdom, both divie and humane, which de Cuyidicat. 
the minde of man is capabte of ; compaſs him with 2 fulneſs and 
plenty ; inveſt him with that publick honor, which (as beams of 
the Sun, concentred in a Burning-glais,)} arifing from the conſe; of 
many men, to unite the honor of their proreftion and ſubjettion m 
one man , makes up the luſtre of a »ajeffy, forething more than 
earthly and humane ; coming neereſt to the' refembliuce of what is 
divine and heavenly. Adde to theſe endowment s of power, opportunity, 
and place todo good ; thoſe rea/and wſefal graces, thoſe (fern 4 
and communicative virtues, which enlarge the wobler ſort, toa love 
of the pwblick good, and 2 244 tor the common welfare of mankinde, 
in works of h»n»manity, gentleneſs, pity, patience, fortitude, juſtice, _ 
mercy, benignity, and munifice:ce : What can more lively expreſs * azure Bi 
to us a terrene vi{ble Deity ? whom we may (without [dolatyy) ©Yermn is «v 


? , 


own and reverence ſo far, as, without b/2hemy, we may call fuch «dean F - 
aman a God ; while he wiſely reacheth and inftrafterh others (a ty w arny L1 


work worthy of a Parent, a Prince, a God;) or he powerfully pro- How goodly a 
telts, or he bountifully rewards, or juſtly rwniſherh, or merciful pre 7, 
pardoneth, or graciouſly leverh others, and rejoyceth in their well- _— . 
doing and happineſs, without any defrgn or intereſt of his own. Yea, man ? 
what do we ordinarily wiſh, and expe&, orfancy more from God, Fxod.22.28, 
than all theſe excellencies (of which, we ſee there are fome ſtarks and Plal.82. 6. 
beams, even now in mans nature) ſublimared to infinite perfettions ; a+ 340 

l , 2 Magiſtrates 
and extended to us, with eternal durations ? is not this, that eſtate of ,ce called 
full enjoyment, which we call Heavey ? Wherein we hope never to gods. 
want thoſe divize and immediate communicatings, with the all- Pazernum eſt 
ſufficient bounty, and wnenviow benignity of God, is, as well able ; decends mnongs. 


lo, no leſs, well pleaſed, to impart to the ſou}, than irs neceſſities Fe os ay 


require, and its defires ambitioufly, andunfatiably coyet to be ſuppli- Zenntade of in- 
ed by them: Not one'y in order to this #atwra/ and polirick Being ; terminabilis 
which as men we have with men,for a moment (which is daily foes 
d upon with the fatal and inevitable neceſſity of dying, which is a 
cealing to enjoy God, by the mediation of the (Trearnres, in this viſi- 
ble wor'd) bur alſo, in reference to that rational, religions, ſpiritual, 
graciow, perfett, and wnchangeable Being , whereto we naturally 
aſpire ; (for, who would nor be ever happy ?) by enjoying himſelf, in 
the wiſdem, ftreugth, beauty, fulneſ, love, and ſweetneſs, lowing for 
ever from the excellencies of the Creator : The fruition of whom, is 
onely able to exclude 21 defeFs, and fears; to fatisfie all deſires, to 
L 2 reward 


Internal Religion inſtates in the Church, 


reward all duties, to requite all ſufferings, to compleat all inef, 
to crown and perfe& all true Religion ; which in Heaven 
no other, than what we delire it to be here on Earth; that is, a 
right knowledge, and a willing performance of that duty, which the 
reaſonable creature (Man) ows for ever to God : Firſt, as his Crea- 
tor, Conſervator, and Redeemer, by Jeſus (rift. 

6. This then we look upon, as the Religions frame and temper of 
True Re- a reaſonable Soul, in 1ts internal difpofitions and private devotions 
tigion inter- toward God, it ſelf, and others: By which it is daily preparing for a 
nal inſtatey glorious and bleſſed immortality ; of which holy ffame, it (elf onely 
the Soul in can be conſcious, with God ; and the greateſt evidence is, That fx- 
Chri#t, and cerity of keart, which hathno other r#/e, but Gods Word ; no other 
inthe true end, but Gods glory ; and no other comfort, but in the conſtancy of 
Church. this diſpoſition ; which is the fruit of Gods holy Sperrt in it. - 
x Cor. 2.1% tajnly, fucha Soul cannot, but be in, and of the rrwe, and toman, in 
oy v1ſible Church of God ; fo far as it hath a'myſtical, ſpiritnal, and 
oo mon 3-4. -2 le life ; which conſiſts in the #0» to Chrift, as the head; by 
ech 1n me, and faith, love, and all other obediential graces of his Spirit, which are 
I in him, &c. common to every trxe believer. Out of this Church, its moſt true; 
2 Tim-2.19- There is no revealed ſalvation, poſſibly to be had for any that live to 


R__ be maſtets of their own reaſon, will, and attions. 


thar arc his. Yea further, ſucha religioxs ſoul, hatha capacity of ,and right unto 
Extra eccleſiam that external, viſible, politick, and ſocial communion with the Charch 
aonelt ſalus. of Chriſt,where ever ( hriſtians enjoy outward fellowſhip, with one an- 


other, in publick profeſſion : Which communion, however ſuch a ſoul, 
ſolitary it may be, andſcqueſtred from all C hriſtiancompany, may not 
a&ua)ly enjoy ; being forcibly denied that happineſs (of which,many 
do wilfully and peeviſhly deprive themlelves by proud orpeeviſh, and 
uncharitable ſeparations,) through baniſhment, priſon, captivity, ſich- 
neſs, &e. Yet, that C bhriſtian belief, love, and charity, which tuch an 
one bears to Chris#t, and to the Catholtke Church of Chrift, ſcattered 
in many places, and different in many ceremonial rites, and obſerva- 
ri0xs; Thele (1 fay) do infallibly inveſt this ſolitary Chriſtian, in 
communion and holy fellowſhip with the whole Church of Chriſt, in all 
the World ; as brethren and ſiſters are related as near kinred, when 
they are never fo far a ſunder in place ; which owns the ſame God, - 
believes the ſame common [alvation by the ſame Lord Jeſws ; uleth 
the ſame ſeals of the bleſſed Sacraments ; profeſſeth the fame ground 
of faith, andrule of holineſs, the written Word of God ; indbears 
the like graciom and charitable temper to others, as fancified by 
ſame Spirit of (hrift, which really unites every charitable and true 
believer to ( brift , andſo to every Member of truc Church; how- 
ever it may want opportunities to expreſs this communion in atual," 
and viſible converſation, cither civil or ſacred; by enjoyins that 


ſocrety, 


' dy 


«- g 
2 . 2 


'Exteru Profeion of . Religion, \. | 
ſociety, as men, or that ordinary miniſtry, as Chriſtians, which is by : 
( briit appointed in the Church; as well for 1ts outward prafeſſio, 


communion with himſelf, | 

The willing neglett of all ſuch extern communion, and the canſe- 
leſs (cparation from all Church-fellowſhip in Word:, Sacraments, 
Prajer, Order, and charitable Offices ; muſt needs be inconfiſtene 
with any comfort ; becauſe againſt charity, andſo far againſt rrxe 
Religion, and the hopes of ſalvation : . For, thoſe inward graces, 
wherein the life and ſoxl of Religion do conlift, are-not ordinarily 
attained or maintained , but by thoſe outward means and minſtra- 
tions, which the wiſdom of God in Chrift bath appointed for: the 
Churches ſocial good, and edification together : | In the right enjoy- 
ment of which conſiſts that extern and jeynt celebration or profeſſion 
of Chriſtian Keligion, which gives Being, name, and diſtinition to 
that ſociety, which we call The Chnrchof Chriſt on Earth. And this 
indeed is that Church properly, which is called out of the World ; 
which as men, we may diſcern ; and of which, both in e/der and /ater - 
times, ſo many diiÞu#tes have been raiſed, which we may deſcribe 
to be, | | | 

An holy company or fraternity of Chriftians, who being ealled by - 
the Miniſtry of the GeFfpel, to the kyowledge of Ged . in Chrith, do 
publickly profeſs in all holy ways and orderly inſtitutions, that inward 
{enſe of duty anddevorion, ' which they ow to God, by believingand 
—_— his Word: Alſo that' char:ty, which they ow toall men, ec- 
ſpecially to thoſe that profeſ# to be Chriſts Diſciples, and hold-com-: 
anion with bus Body, the { atholike Church. _ x | 

Herein I conceive, That the ſocial enters ro ren Op R/ligion, T7. 
as it is held forth in the word of God,: in its Trmths,'| Seals, Duties, Of the 


Church as Catholike, yea, any part or branch of this true Catholike viſible ſocie- 
Church, ( whoſe Head, Forundation, Rites, Seals, Duties, and ty of Pro- 
Miniſtry, are for the main of the fame kinde, in all times andpla fefſars be- 
ces,) cannot but make a right profeſſion of true Rghigion ; 'as to lieving in 
themain eſſence and fundamentals ;- which confifls in erwth, holineſs, Chritf, _ 
and charity : However there may be many variations, differences, Eadft Catbelica 
and deformities in ſuperſtrutures, both of opinionand pratti[e : For tcclefie, que #- 
however particular Churches, which have their limirs of time, and - 


dem [e 


dHinttion, and mutual aſſiftance ; as for its inward comfort , and _ kd 
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and Miniſtry, makes a true Church "among, men: ; And the true-(Þwrech at a 


place, and perſans, (circumſtances which neceſlarily.circumſcribe ygg;que fdem in 
all things in this world) axe ill, as diſtin& arms and branches of a Chriſto veram + 
great Tree, iſſuing from one and the fame root Jeſws. (krift , © Scripts - 

fetw, Vn, Lyrin, Eph.2.9. As Fcllow-Citizens of the Sainrs, #nd of the houſhold of Ged ;. 
Ye are buile upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophers, Jeſus Chriſt being the chief - 


corner ſtone, &e. 


” 


”L4 and 
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78 Of the Church, as viſible and Cathalike, 
' x Cor-$.12+ and bave the fame ſap of :rath and life conveyed in ſome meaſiretws 


If any man them, by the ſame way of the right Miniſtry of the Word, Satva-« 
_>_ "Pat; ments, and Spirit, (ſo that intheig reſpeRs, they are all of one and 
oc. the ſame Catholike Body, communion, deſcent and derivation ; ) yet, 
ſtubble, &c. as thele have their external diſtinfions and ſeverings in time, place, 
V.15. If his perſons, and maners ; or any outward res of profeſſion, and wor- 
work be turnty 7. - ſo they utually have dijtinbt denominations, and arciubjeQ to 

be ſhall ſuffer JP 3 Y y | 
loſs, bur he d:fferent accidents, as well as proportions : Some branches of the 
himſclf ſhall- ſame Tree may be withering, moſſy, car.cred, pecled, broken, and 
be ſaved. barren, yea, almoſt dead ; yer,old, and great, and rrue : Others, may 
- h.4- 4- be more flouriſhing, fruittul, clean, and entire 5 chough of a Jarter . 
cre 15 one : s ; 
Bedy,and one ſhooting for time, and of a Jefler exrenſfon for number and place; 
Spirir, one yer {}i}l of theſame Trce ; 1o far, as they have really, oronely ſeem» 
Lord, one ingly, and in the judgement of charity, communion with, relation 
Faith, one. to, and dependance on the Root and bulk ; being neither quite 
be The broken off, and dead, by Heretical Apeſtacies, denying the Lord 
whole body is that bought them, or dawnable errors, which overthrow the Fatth'; 
fitly joyned oy yet flevered and ret, by Schifmatical uncharitubleneſs, proud, or 
+». nnd reeviſh rents and divifions : Which laft, although they da not . 
I wholly k:ll, and c 'op off from all communion with the Churclvof 
workingin Chriſt ; yetthey to tar weaken and wither Religion, in the fruits and 
the meaſure of comfarts of it ; as each Schiſm pares off from its (et# and fattion, 
EVCTY PU that Kinde and Bark (as it were) of Chrittiars Jove, and mutual 
#16 Pew unam Charity, through which (chiefly) the ſap, and jwyce of 1710 Religion, 
fidem tradidit, with the graces and comforts of it, are happily and moſt thrivingly 
nam ccclefiam cemveyed toevery. living branch of the ( at holike (hurch, fo as 
mag ad hes Ar make itlive, atleaſt, and bring forth ſome good fruit, however ithe 
cit, bar 1 " notlo ſtrong, fair, and ample, as others may be :| As the Church of 
git, bane d-fin> Sardes, which had a * name to live, and mas dead in ſome part and 
oportion z yet is bid to watch, and ſtrengthen the things that roman, 


ſe ye'ſque n- \pich ave ready to die, &'c. 


mine texat, ſt | 
butc nen ſocietar aliens eft, Þ banc impugnet inimicus eff, Oroſ.7. e.35, Joh. rs. 2. Eyery branchia 
me that Heareth ner 6 uir, my Father raketh away. 2 Per,z2,r, +» Tim.2,18. x Cor.12. 25. That 
there ſhould be no ſchiſm inthe body. 2 Joh. 9. Whoſoever rr2nſgrefiech and abiderty not inthe 


doctrine of Chriſt, bath not God 3 He that abideth in the dotrine of 'Chuiſt, hack the Father: 
andche Son. * Rev. z. 1, | 


$ 


Of the par} of outward profeſſion, and viſible communion '(to the touch of 
Church, a which part, my defign thus leads me) 1 purpoſe not fofar to gratific 
calledCarho> the endleſs, and needle(s jangſings of any advertaries of this Church' 


Lhe, of England ; as to plunge wy ſelf, or the Reader, into the wide and* 


See learned troubled Sea of comraverſie, concerning the Church : N 


the Church. £©U2t any good Chriſtians have been, and fill ate, in the true Carho« 
Tandy erative (RE ( £7CÞ, by profeſſion of thasrrue faith, and holy cbedience,which 


FAITH unite 


In this point then, Touching the true Church of Chrift, in re- 


of thr Chareh, as Catholike. 
nite to the Head, Jeſms (hiſt; and by chavity, which combines © © 
the members of his Body together ; ' although they never henrd the 
diſpute, or determination of this fo driven  conrroverfie; Asnany - 
arc in health, and ſound, who never were under Phyſicians hands, 
or heard any Lef#wre of Anatomy : Yea, although may be cur. 
off, and calt out of the particular communien of any Church, -by 
the Anathemaes, and excommmnicatiny [extencty of 'forme-injurious | 
and paſſtonate Members of tharChurch yet may _—_ continue Ai 
in communion with Chriſt , and confequently with hib Carhokibe 
Church; that is, with all thoſe, who either craly have, or profels'to 
have communion with Chreſt, WOES yas | 

My purpoſe is, onely to give an account, as I have done of ire 

Religion in the internal power of it ; foalſo of the trwe Church, as 
to the external profeſſion of Religion : That thereby T way eſtabliſh 
the farth, and comforts of all ſober and Chriftians,, in this 
Church of England : That they may not be ſhaken,  corru or 
rent off, by their own inſtability, and weakneſs ; or by the fraud 
and malice of thoſe, who glory more ir the elytes they gain to 
fanatich fattions, by wetiacinie rendings from. this Chineh, than 
in any communion” they might have in hwmble and charitable ways, 
with the Catholike Chareh ; or any of the greater, and nobler parts 
of it ; which they (moſt inpertinemtly) deny to be any Churches, or 
capable of any order, power, joynt authority, larger government, or 
ampler communion. crowd dls” Toy | | 


Fot the Carhotikg Church of {hrift , (that is; the my Ignar. ep. ad 


of thoſe, who profeſs to believe in the name of Jeſws Chriff, accord- pp1 Cope. de 
ing to the Scriptares ;) That this is primarily and properly called a unirare Eccl. 
Church, often in Scriptwre,there is no doubt : Asthe whole is called Sow multir gs 
a Body, in irs integrality or compleatneſs of parts and organs 3 whoſe ©, #num (u- 
every limb and part is corporeal too, and of 'the. Body ; a5 to its watare, Augall ſid. de 
kind. or eſſence, This Church, which is called The Spouſe and Body vnirace eccte» 
of Chriſt, is (as irs Head) but one ; in its integrality or compre- frz. Ft omnes 
henfive latitude; as the rk, containing all fuch, '#s profeſs the true £77 | 
faith of Chrift : And to this are giver (as all powers andifarwlries of Hot ne 
nature to the whole man) primarily and eminently thoſe powers, pri= gygcad over all 
vileges, gifts, and titles, which are proper to the Church of Chriſt ; things ro he;. 
however, they are orderly exerciſed by ſome particular parrs or mwen- Church. 

bers, for the good of the whole, The effence, integrality, and unity, ,Jun:3: 15 
of this Catholike Church confifts, not in any local convention, or of the livin 
viſible communion, or publick, repreſemation, of every'pare of it ; on the pt 
of truth, Heb. 1,24. The Church of the 1 born}. Tot 46 havta ecalefia uns oft ilta ab Aroſtelis 
primg, ex qua omnes,. Tertul. de prz, ad Hz. c. 30. E h, 3. 10, 21. & 5.23. Chriſtthe Head of 
the Church, and' the Saviour off the Body. V. 32. Ciritihand rhe Chitred, Cob 2, 18. Chrift: 
the Kcad of the Body, the Church, x Cor.13. The Body is nor one Member, ; 54 


$0  -. Of a Nationdl Churth, K 
Eccle/iain wni- hut in a myſterions and religions Communion with: the - fame x5 
vaſe wands by the fame Mediator. Jeſus Chriſt ; and to this Mediator Jelus 
ae > or | Chi, by the ſame Word and $prrit, as to the internal part Res 
hal:itans, unam ligion ; allo by profeſſion of the fame Truth and common Salvation, 
animam & cor joyned with obedience to the fame GoFpel, and holy Aliniſtry, with 
& 0s ©abet, charity, and comly order, as tO the external. 


_ 1a In this ſo clear an Article of owr Faith, T need not beſtow wy I 
Jude 2. my pains, ſince it is Jately handled very fully, learned!y, and calmly, by . 


mwric 41 & 224-2 godly Miniſter of. this Church of England *, to whole Book I re» * 
£5 mavon, ferthe Chriftian Reader, | 


#5 Many, 4a | 
euneyey, x wa oe, Juſt. M. Dial. cum Tryphoue, * Mr, Hudſon of the Catholike Church 
Tot © tan'e eccl'fie wna oft illa ab Apoſiolus prima, dum unam ownes prebent veritatem. Terc, de pra” 


' 


9. This name of Chxrch, being evidently given to the #nmerſality 
Of a Nyti- of thole , who by the A:miſtry oft the Goel, are called out of the 
nal Charch, way of the World ; aud by protcfling of it, and ſubmitting exter- 
er diftinit nally to its holy Miniſtry, Order, Ryles, Duties, and Inftirutes, -are 
ard larger diſtinguiſhed from the rett 'of the World; Ir cannot be hard for any 


part of the ſober underſtanding to conceive, in what aptitude of ſenſe, any {max 
Cathol.ck., of this Catholike Church, is alio calleda Chxrch ; with ſome additt» 
onal diſtinRions,and particular limitations, vifible and notable among 
men, and Chriſtians; by which ſome are ſevered from others in 


z Cor 1, 2, 
To the 


at Cormtb. 
ARcs 12. r. 
The Chu ch 
of Antioch, 
var came, 
4- 23) 


Rev.2.&3. 

Eccleſiam apud 

WNnamquamgie 

Eluitalem on 

diderunt Apo. 

wb; a quibrs 

01 adiicen idea i ' : - ſ ” 

& —__ peeviſhneſs of thoſe, who, to carry on\new/projeRs, dare aver, That 


fire cettre ecciefie mutnate ſunt, Term. de Pre. c, 20, Conſurtude tt certifimg loquendi norne;. 
They 


Quiuyl. 


Of 4 National Charth. Se 
know no ſuch thing as a National Church ; and with euch ©Paa-s. - 
jos or \(dain to —_— underſtand any relation of order, < arrears. 
ſuberdination, or charity, they have toany tuch Church z Ot D, culiar > , 
they ſay they know no virtwe, no uſe, no neceſſity, noconveniencies, may be ſaid ot - 
25 toany Chriſtian and Religious ends.” Which fo wi/fsland affeft- ny Chiifi- 
ed ignorance, was never known, till theſe latter and perilons tines hn. 
found out the pleaſure of Payadoxes; by which, men would _. 
ſeem wiſer, and more _ both in their worels ay rj uw 
either pious amtiquity, or the Scriptures : Hoping 5 2 
ancapotded <bſarditter, ( which would fain appear ow and 
ſcrupulous in language) to colour over Shiſmatical and' Anarchical 
defigns; and under ſuch fig-leaves to hide the ſhame and folly of their 
faltions agitations and humors ; which makes them unwilling to be 
governed by any in Church or State, without themſelves have an oar 
in the Boat,anda ſhare in the Government. This poor comcernment 
of ſome mens imall ambitions, makes them difown any Church, bur 
fuch a comventicle or parcel as ſome men fancy to colleft and call 
which they infe& with the ſame fancies of fole and full 7 
and ſeparate Power. Whereas the Lord Jeſws Chrift always firſt 
called men by his Miniſters to his Church ; and by iſm admit- 
cd them ; _ by meet moat is wm cm and ora egy 
chem, as his , in greater, as as ieS; 29 | 
his diſtin flocks in he add of his fons. mis 7 wm_ on 


By the ſame Cynical ſeverity, theſe men may deny, they have re- 
: themſelyes compleat men ; or at 


lation to. any other men , being 
moſt that Hh are to regard none, but their families where they 
live; and ſocaſt off all obſervance to any ps Societicsin Towns, 


or Cities, or Commonweals; yea, and all ſenfe of- humanity to the 
generality of mankinde , whom they ſhall never ſee together, orbe 
acquainted with. Who doubts, notwithſtanding this woroſe folly, 
but that, as in all right reaſon, equity, and ity, every man is 
related by the common »atwre to al mankinde ; ſoallo, to particuſar 
pclities and ſocieties of men ter or ſmaller ; according to the 
diſtin} combinations, into which providence hath caft with 
chem, either in Cities; or Countreys > With whom, to refuſe com- 
munion, and diſown relation, is to fin againſt the common princes 
of ſociety, order, and govermnent, which are in mans nature ; which 
God hath implanted, Reaſon i , and aj] wiſe men have ob- 
lerved, for the obtaining of an —_ and more common good, by * 
the publick and waited influence of the counſel, firenpth, and autho= 
rity of many, than can be obtained, in ſcartered parcels, or ſmail and 
weaker fraternities, | 

Inlike maner, to be i# and of the Church, is not onely to be a 
true believer (which gives imernal and real unionro 4 _— 
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32 Of a National Church. ' "=o 
Ecchſis unaeft all true Chriſtians in the Church C atholike,) of which, no man can 
iy mi doe, becauſe he cannot diſcern it, fave onely in the judgement vj 
charity) But it implics allo ro have and to hold, that | 
Chriſtian Religion, in tuch external polities, and v1/ible communion 
revditer. Cyp. with others, as the providente of; God, both offers and requires ef 
dc Eccl, umt. yg. according to the time, place, and opportunities, wherein he ſets 
r Dos. 6: 2 T. us; ſo as we may moſt promore the common good : Which Rudy 
cores the and duty we own in humanity ,as men, and more in charity, as Chi 
chingsof a Rtians to ay Church, or ſociety of Chriftians ; To whom our couns 
man, ſave the ſe] and power, or our confent and ſubjeRion, may adde a further.aus 
ſpiric of man (1, vity, a more harmonious and efficacious influence, than can be 
_ 1512. from imall or #x#nited parcels : So that a National Church, that is, 
: ſuch a Socrety of Chriſtians, as are diſtinct by crvil limits and relatis 
0, from other Nations, may not onely own, and accordingly a&; :as 
they are men relatcd in things civil ; but allo as Chriſtians,they may 
own and wilely cſtabliſh fuch a Church power, relation, and affocia- 
tion in matters of Religion, as may belt preſerve themſelves in true 
Doarine, holy Order, Chritftian peace, and good maners, by j 
counte], and more vigorous power ; The neerneſs which they have, 
affording greater opportunities to impart, and enjoy the benefitof 
mutual counſel and charity, and all other communicable abilities, 
to a nobler meaſure, and higher proportion, than can be had in leſſer 
bodies or combinations. This joynt, publick, and united awthortiy of 
any Church, in any Nation» or Kingdom, is lo far from being lighted, 
as ſome cafriciors mindes do, that it is the more to be venerated and 
1cgarded by all good Chriſtians ; who know, that dxty enlarges with 
relations ; and a greater charity is due from us to greater communi- 
ties, bothof men, andof Chriſtians. | 
Odia quo ini- The greateſt yexation of theſe new MModellers, is, That they have 
quiora eo meg {0 little with ruth, modeſty, or charity, to ſay againſt- this famous 
a cerba. Tacit, National Church of England, and its Miniſtry : For they-daily ſee, 
notwithſtanding all their ſpecioxs pretenſions, and undefatigable agi- 
rations ; the more, as winds, they ſeek to ſhake and ſubvert well-rooted 
Chriſtians ;- the more they are confirnitd, and ſetled in that Chriſtiati © * 
" g. communion, which they haye upon-good. grounds, both of R;aſon 
Chavity ne- and Kelig:on, Polity and Charity , with this Church of, Eng land, as 
ceſſary in their Mother : Which bleſſing, all wiſe Chriſtians, and wel ordered. 
any true Churches, ever ownedand enjoyed among themſclyes, as parts -of 'thes 
5 Se and Catholik,, in their ſeveral d:/t init ions and ſcciety. and. boot 
Chriſtians. In thelc points of the true Church, and true Religion '(however: 
3 xaneplr 7c I covet tobe ſhort) yet I ſhall be moſt ſericus, and as clear-as ma 
# owriduen be ;. writifig nothing to other mens Conliciences, which I do not ft | 
—_— read in mine own ; and of which, I know account muſt. be given by * _. 
-—_ © me, at. Chrilts wtiounal, And tzuly,.I am as loth to deceiye others; 
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Charity neceſſary to 8 true Member of Chrifts Church. 


-or gravel, or ſtone, &c. Soit is enough, to exclude any party, fect, 
or Zion of ſeeming Chriſtians , ,from being any ſoxnd part of the 
tree Church, to ſay, in a Schiſmatical pride, and wrcharitable ſe= 
verity , That they are the onely true Church ; (as the ring-leaders pray edt eg. 
of the Novatians and Donatifts did;) GC by malicious, fa, abi 2 
oud, and paſſionate principles ; or-in any other novelizing ways, deris ; quma 
ares and +; arendghm Sis of thoſe Chriſtians, and C Chrilo vine 
who have the rue Means and Miniſtry ; the true Grounds, and **&difis. Aug, 
Seals of Faith ; with other holy and orderly Miniſtrations, though 
with ſome different rites , yet profeſſing holineſs of life , and 
this, with Chri#tian charity to all others; which is the very bond of ©91-3. 14: 
perfeftion : The want of which, cannct confiſt with thoſe ot 


graces of true faith and love, Ie hw and h«mility, by which-- 

men pretend to be united to Chriſt. The ready way, not to-be any + . 
part or true Member of the ( atholike Church, is, To chalenge to be Ifni.cs, 4, 
the onely true Church, and to ſeparate from all others ; by They car abo- 
non-communion with them, and a total coudemming or abdicating of ,, oable =": 
them : As the way for any branch. to wither, andcome to NO- they ſay, Seand 
if ff by a rude Schiſm, or violent fraQion by thy felf, y. 


_ is, To break it (e f - _—_ - 
rom the Tree, that it may have the glory to grow by it ſelf ; and to ©9me norneer 
ſay with a Phariſ®ck pride to all ark, a and by, L jew bolier than IS 
30u ; "Thus parting from that Rootand Body, Chrift and the -Catho- thou: Thee" 
like Church ; in the communion with which, by Truthand Charity, (faith the” * 
its Life and Beauty did-conlift. 7 __ Std] Hen» 
However then, the #»holy love of - novelty, proud curioſity, "cold 
charity, and diftempered zeal of ſome men, dare ca#t off, nnchureh, qhar turnarh 
and anathematiſe, not onely fingle perſons and private Cotigrega- all che day. 
| M 2 Fe 


tions, 
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ar apes (7 all true Chriſtians in the way CG Page -: no no manian 
gue in mulli-  ;145e becaule he cannot diſcern it, fave onely in the judgement of © 
my 9 ) But it implics allo 70 have and to hold, that 4 ” 
ts ex- Chriſtian Religion, in tuch external polities, and wv:/ible communion 
texditar. Cyp- with others, as the providente of, God, both offers and requires of 
de Eccl, unit. v5. according to the time, place, and opportunities, wherein he ſes 
* omit + us; ſo as we may moſt. promote the common good : Which ludy 
knoweth the and duty wc own in humavnity,as men, and more in charity, as Chij- 
thirgsof a {tians to ally Church, or ſociety of Chriftians ; To whom our coun« 
man, ſavethe ſe] and power, or our confent and ſubjetion, may adde a further.aus 
_— of man thority, a more harmonious and efficacious influence, than can be 
= 51 from imall or #xwnited parcels : So that a National Church, that is, 
: ſuch a Socrety of Chriſtians, as are diſtin by c:vil limits and relatis 
01, from other Nations, may not ondy own, and accordingly aQ, :as 
they are men related in things civil ; bur alſo as Chriſtians,they. may 
own and wilely eſtabliſh fuch a Church power, relation, and affocia- 
tion in matters of Religion, as may belt preſerve themſelves in truc 
Do&rine, holy Order, Chriſtian peace, and good maners, by j 
counſel, and more vigorous power ; The neerneſs which they have, 
affording greater opportunities to impart, and enjoy the benefitof 
mutual counſel and charity, and all other communicable abilities, 
to a nobler meaſure, and higher proportion, than can be had in leſſer 
bodies or combinations. This joynt, lick, and united authortiy of 
any Church, in any Nation or Kingdom, is lo far from being lighted, 
as ſome capricions mindes do, that it is the more to be yenerated and 
1cgarded by all good Chriſtians ; who know, that duty enlarges with 
relations ; and a greatcr charity is due from us to greater communi- 
ties, bothof men, andof Chriſtians. T 
Odia quo ini- The greateſt yexation of theſe new Aodellers, is, That they have 
quiora eo mage [0 little with ruth, modeſty, or charity, to ſay againſt- this famous. 
a cerba. Tacit. National Church of England, and its Miniſtry : For they- daily ſees 
notwithſtanding all their fpecious pretenſions, and undefatigable Agi* 
tations ; the more, as winds, they ſeek to ſhake and ſubvert well-rooted: 
Chriſtians ;- the more they are confirnitd, and ſetled in that Chriſtiat, - 
D 9. * communion, which they haye upon - good. grounds, both of ' Raſen 
Charity we and Keligion, Polity and Charity , With this Church of Eng land, as . 
ceſſary in their Mother : Which bleſſing, all wiſe Chriſtians, and wel ordered. 
any true Churches, ever ownedand enjoyed among themſclyes, as parts -of the 
Church and Catholik,, in their ſeveral d;ſFinttions and ſeciery. garage” 
Chriſtians. In thele points of the true Church, and true Religion (howevet* 
3 xakuptr is I covet tobe ſhort) yet I ſhall be moſt ſericus, and as clear as wh 


# owwituen be ;. writihg nothing to other mens Conlciences, which I do not 


read in mine own ;. and of which, 1 know account muſt, be/given by * 
me, at. Chriſts rivunal, | And truly, . lam as loth to-deceiyc others: 
| 226; | | | FL 
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Charity neceſſary to true Member of Chriſfts Church. 
as to erre my ſelf, in matters of-ſo great concernment, as tx#e Re- 
ligion, and the true Church are : -Both which; every Settand Party 
ot.Chriſtians chalenge to themſelves ; and thofe, no-doubtzwith molt ,,.., Chrifl 
right and trueſt comfort, who doit with moſt charety to any others, veir-atew' #8 
that have for the foundation of their faich, the Scriptares, . and the nemine-coomperea 
Sacraments for the ſeals , and a true Miniſtry for the ordering and ©fians ad- 
right diſpenſing of holy things ; profeſſing tuch latirudes of charity yoo 
always, as exclude no tuch Chriſtians from communion withthem : Auguſt.ep.y. 
(Notwithſtanding, they have many and different ſuperftruRtures in ; 
leſſer things. ) Without this Chriftian charity , it is evident, all 
oltentations of tr»e Religion, of Churches purity, and of Re 
tron, though accompanied with tongues, miracles, and martyrdoms, ? Cor.14. r, 
are in v.A4in, and profit men nothing. | 3 Oc. 
As it is not enough to make men of the true Church, to fay, 
They are the onely true Church,” and in the onely Church-way ; or to 
Poke #4 condemn, and exclude all other Chriſtians, who may be in 
the ſame path-way to Heaven,though the paving be different ; of gap, 
-or gravel, or ſtoxe, &c, Soit is enough, to exclude any y, iect, 
or fa&ion of ſeeming Chriſtians , ,from being any ſound part of the 
tree Church, to ſay, in a Schiſmatical pride, and urcharitable ſe- 
verity , That they are the onely true Church ; (as the ring-leaders Excidift; 4 te- 
of the Novatians and Donatiſts did;) excommunicating by walicions, DEED , 
proud, and paſſionate principles ; or-in any other novelizing ways, deri ; — 
vexing and diſturbing the quiet of thoſe Chriſtians, and: Churches, Chrifts ip/o inde 
who have the true Means and Miniſtry ; the true Grounds, and **&difti. Aug, 
Seals of Faith ; with other holy and orderly Miniſtrations , though 
with ſome different rites, yet profefſing holineſs of life , and 
this, with Chriftian charity to all others; which is the very bond of C9l-3. 14: 
perfettion : The want of which , cannct conſiſt withthoſe or 
graces of true faith and love, repentaxce and humility, by which-- 
men pretend to be united to Chriſt. The ready way, not to-be any - - 
part or true Member of the ( atholike Church, is, To chalenge to be Iſai. 6x, 4. 
the onely true Church, and to ſeparate from all others ; by They car abo- 
non-communion with them, and a total condemning or abdicating of ne. 
them : As the way for any branch to wither, and\come to no- they ſay | 
. thing, is, To break it (eff of by a rude Schiſm, or violent fraQtion by thy elf, 
from the Tree, that it may have the glory to grow by it ſelf ; - and to ©9me nornecr 
fay with a Phariſ#ck pride to all others, land by, 7 am bolier than Pe; for Tam 
30u ; "Thus parting from that Root.and Body, Chrift and the -Catho- thou; Thers* 
like Church ; in the communion with which, by Truthand Charuy, py 
its Life and _ did _— "HS, | 
However , the #nholy love of novelty, proud curioſity, ceold ago Ip 
charity, and diftempered zeal ” ſome men, tare caft off, La door noland a fre | 


and anathematiſe, not onely fingle perſons and private Congrega- all the day., 
M 2 t10ns, ; 


$4 Extremes tonching the Charch, 71 
eions,but even greater aſſociations of Chriſtians ; bound together, by 
the bonds of civil, as well as Church ſecictics, in Natrons and King, 
doms ; yea, and to deſpite that Catholike form of all the Ch 

4 Cor.10; 12. in the World, of antient, as well as preſent times : Yet this win 
They mealu- glorying, through a verbal, ignorant, proud, and wncharitable cog. © 
ring them- fidence of themiclves, and contempt of all others, ſcems to have mote 
elves by init of Belial and Amtichriſt, than of Jeſws Chriſt ; more of Lai- 
>udcomparing fer, than of the Father of Lights ; who allo is the Father of Low 
themſelves who hath therefore ſhined on men with the light of hs grace, ml. 
them- [22/e of Chrift, that he might lead them by this powerful patern of 
—_ ae nx tvine love, to love one another, as men and as Chriſtians, with all 
| meckneſt and charity ; withaly good hope, forbearance and long-ſuſfer- 
ing ; toward thoſe, eſpecially, that profeſs to be of the howſhold of 
farth - who hold the foundation, Chriſt crucified ; though 


| ma 

t Cor.z. 35, have many additions of hay, ftraw, and ſtubble ; fince, Th 4 
ſave, though theſe ſuffer loſs. God will cafily diſcern between h#s yolk | 
andozr groſs, between the errors riſing from fmplicity, and the trarhs 
joyned with chavity, and hemility ; He will eafily diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the humble ignorance of many wpright-bearted Cbrifiaws, 
who are ſeduced to wandrings ; and the ſwbrilty, pride, or malicegof | 
ys and Schiſmaticks, who ſeduce others for finiſter 
en 


> 


7 ant «18 difat a" 


_—_— commend, as high ex- 


Where there 


hog ing Feavers do fromnative heat, and health. 143 
Ss 10. wh I know no point hath uſed more liberal and' excellent Pens, 
Extremes 22 this, concerning the trwe Church, as it is v5fible, or profeſſional 
oeneidootetls before men ; which 1s the proper ſubjett of this difpute, Some mens 
Charet” Pens flow with too much gatand bitterneſs; 2x the rigid Papifts on 

the 


, , 


of the Roman Church, and the Popes Swyremary. 
the one fide ; and the keener Separariſt on the other : Denyi 
to be ih arighe Church-way, fave onely ſuch, as are juſtin the lewd 
ticular wold and forms : Either joyned in communion with the Rom an 
profeſſion, and being ſubjeR to its head, the Pope ; ing anti- 
qnity, unity, univerſality, viſibility, &c. orelſe embodied withthote 
new and ſmaller [ncorporations, which count themſelyes the oxely ' 
true, and properly 1o called Churches ; pretending more abloJute 
Church-ypower, more exa& conſtitution, and more compleat Scrip- 
rture- Reformation, than any antient, National, dilated, and confede- 
rated Churches could, or ever did atrain too. 
Herein, there is a ſtrong exceſs on both ſides, both Papal and 1. By the 

Popular : Fult, The Romaniſts extend the cords of their Churches Romanifts. 

ower,and its heador chief Biſhop,ſo far,as if it were properly Catho- Baron, Anne 
[ike and Oecumenical ; that is, by divine mtment near tor with Chriſti 45. 
ſovereign Anthority, to extend and exerciſe Ecclefiaſtical polity fe nicameſſ 
and dominion over all other particular Churches, in all ages, and'in 9uj 3 Tone 
all parts of the World: Sorhat it is (ſay they) neceſſary to ſalvation Catbedb« com- 
tobe under _ _ juriſdiftion, on. Meigs itis cnn That CN 
the Roman Church, antiently was, and til] is (properly ſpeakin a 
diſtin from others in place, (A well as name, and had antent] p In 
limited power, and juriſdittion , extending to the ſuburbicanian Pro- 1.2.28. 
vinces ; which were Ten, ſeven in ral, and three in Sicily, Corſica, Yitaſta conſin-- 
and Sardinia : Acco-ding tothoſe (like) bounds, which occafionally gy Tome 5; 
from civil titles, both named and diſtinguiſhed all other Chyaches bebe Ar ot 
from one another; in bothrthe Afaes, in Africa, and in Exrope ; is" <0 
the Gallican Nor hath ever any thing, * foe 


true Antiquity) -W 
munion (that 1s, ( 


on ge 

. further, than the rule of Chriſtian c rei 

and every 

and love, with all thoſe, that in avy j 

= O_ true Chriſtians , fo far, as 

uch. 

' Neorisitleſsevident, Thatmany Churches and Chriſtians have 

ſcarce eyer known, much Jeſs 'owned, any claim of ſabieftion upon 

them, by the Rowan Church : Which, however they had antiently 

2 priority of order and precedency, yielded to it, and irschief 

for the eminency of the City, the honor of the' Empire, and che exce}- 

—_ of the reputed Fownders and Planters, Saint Peter, and Saint 

Pax}; alſo for the renown of the faith, patience, ag 1 by <5 gy | 

Church, which was famous in at eget * Yet, all this, gy5 Rem.1. 4, 
3 - OT, 


"_— 


36 of the Roman Church, and the Popes Supremacy. 


or Priority of Order, which was civilly by others granted,. and might . 

modeſtly be accepted by the chief Biſhop in the Koman Province, as 

to matter of place and Py hy or Votes in publick (ounſcicand 
* Greg. Mag. Synods: This, Ifay, is vcry far trom that * Amuichriſtian Ks, | 
ep. 30. ad of wſurped power, tyrannickh dominion, and arbitrary juri dittiong - 
Mauri. Aug. the yery ſuſpitics and temptation to which, the holy and humble 
Fidenter died, ».0,,p; of Rome were ever jealous of, and avoided ; ſpeci 
quia guiſqua ſe (ory the Great ; who wasin nothing more worthy of that 1 
Tiverſalem ſa- Gregory the Great ; who was in nothing more worthy of that title, 
cerdotem, vel than in this, That he ſo greatly deteſtcd, prorelied againſt, and re» 

-— Epiſcopum v0- fuſed the title of Univerſal Biſhop, when it was offered to him by 
cat, vel wears 1 Councel of (halcedon - Which both name and thing was in | 
non Sr after times gained and chalenged by the pride, policy, covetonſneſ, 
Amichritum and ambition, of thole Biſhops of Rome , who by lome of their own 
precurrit ; quia ſides confeſſion (as * Barontxs, * Genebrard, and others) were ſuſh- 
ſuperbiendoſe _-; .r1tly degenerated from that Primitive humility and ſanttity, 
wgp4 mt which were eminent in the firſt Biſhops of Keme, in thoſe purer and 
©, Conflanti- primitive times ; who never thought of any one of thoſe Thiee 
op. Epiſcops, Crowns, which flatterers in after ages have fully hammered, and 


bune frive® {er on the heads of the Biſhops of Rome ; in a Supremacy, not of 
nomings & (- 


bum Or 47, but of Power, and plenary Juriſdittion, above all Chniſtiang, 
affetaxte, or Churches, or Councils in the Chriſtian Wor'd ; which hathjuſt- 
Greg. M.14 ly occaſioned ſo many parts of the Catholike Church, in thatregard, 
pe 33s: b 1.9 make a neceſlary ieparation (not from any thing that is Chriftian | . 


amogg them , but) from the #{»rpationy.tyranny, and ſuperitition of 
.912,tom-10, Poſh 


Fedifime nunc iſhops of the Roman Church, and their Faion,. who un- 
Kowane eccle- juitiy claim, and rigorouſly exerciſe dominion over the Conlciences 


fe facies,cum and Liberties of all other Churches, and Chrithans : With whom, 
Rome domina- 


- the Roman pride now yefuſeth to hoJd ſuch peaccable communion, as 
_— ought univerſally to be anfong Chriſtians, "in reſpeR of order,and . 
fime merctrices, charity) unlels they will all tubmit to that tyranny and wſur pation, 
* See Gene= which hathnothing in it, but ſecular pride, vain pomp, and worldly 
| _ ad Sec. Jominion : Yet til] thole of the Rewwar: Church now, That all the _ 
wan __ Reformed Churches, as well as we of Englard, everdid, and do hold, 
z virtute ma» 2 Chriſtian communion in charity with them, ſo far, as by the Word 
jorum proiſus of God we conceive they hold with the kead or root of the.Church, 
defecero, Chrift Teſw; with the grourd and rule of Faith, the Scriptures ;. 
and with all thoſe holy Profeſſors, in» the pureſt and primitive 
Churches : Of whoſe faith, lives, and deaths, having ſome Monn- 
ments left us, by the writings of eminent Biſbops, 2 others ;. we” 
judge, what was the tenor both.of the Faith, Maners, and Charity 
of thoſe pwrer times, | which we highly .vencrate, and {five to imi- 
tate; "9M be . 
* Poffibly we might now ſubſcribe. to. that Letter, which the © 
; Hbbat and Monks of Banger ſent to Aſtin, (whom ſome report to 


-. 


\-of Yfalibility inthe Chireh;% 1 © By 

be a proud and bloody. Mork,): when he came to this Narien,and re- 
quired obedience of them, and. all Chriſtians here, to the Pope; - 
(which Letter isthus tranſlated our of | Saxonick;, by that grave and un 
learned Gentleman, Sir Henry Spelman, a: lover\and. adorner of this Sir Hewy 5g 
Church of England , by his life and {earned Labors.) Be tt known'to ®at, Conci); 
you, without doubt, that every one of us are obedicut, and ſub jett tothe 27 wow! 
Church of God, and to" the Pope of Rome, and to NE godly our of the © * 
Chriſtian ; to love every one in hu degree, in perfett charity,” and Saxon Manu- 
to help every one of them, by word and deed, to be the. children of ſcripr, 
God; and other obedience, than this, we know not 'due te bim, whom * . ©. _ 
70u call Pope ; nor taren him aft be ——_— | on of the 
obedience we are ever readyto give,and yay:to him andeveryCntiſtian, ,"c* Mitroye. 
continually : Beſide we are pw our -own Biſhop of Cacricon »pon poo me 
Usk, who is to overſee ns under God, and to cauſe nm to keep the Way Monmouthſhire, 
ſpiritual. | LEI MEE = q.Bric, 
Nor will this benefit of the Popes pretended: /»fallibiliry, » (for It: 
deciding comtroverſies of Religion, and ending all-Deþ utes of Faith, Tien 
inthe Church Catholike) countervail the injury of this. his #ſwrpa- ed Infa 
ton, and oppreſſion : Conſidering, that nothing is more, : by. Scrip- licy in the 
ture, Reaſon, and —_ not ſo much diſpurable, as-fully-tobe Pepe | 
denied by any ſober Chriſtians, than that of the Popes infallibiliry'; (harch of 
wh'ch, as the Church neyer ye enjoyed ; ſo,' nor doth any/Church, Rome. _.. 
or any Chriſtian indeed want any fuch way as: this infallible Primatum ſuum 
judge is imagined to be ; in' order to either Chriſtian courle, or com- *® objecit Pe- 
fort > If indeed, the Biſhop'of Rome, and thoſe learned men-abouit Peggy 
him, would, without ſattion, flattery, partsality,and jrimeraf joyN Palo wiritatis 
their earning, counſels, 'and endeavors, in common; /to reform the aſſertorj ceſſet + - 
abuſes, to compoſe the rents and differences. in the Chriſtian World, Documentum 
by the rule of Scripture, and right Reaſon, with Chriſtian humility; 2% - | 
prudence, and charity, (which look-fincerely to. a publick, and com- Oyg, - 
0% good) they would do more good for the Churches of Chriſt, than 
any imaginary Infallibility: will ever do; yea; and they would do 
themſelvesno great hurrui civil reſpeRs; if*they could meer and joyn; - 
not with enyious and covyerous, bur liberal and ingenuous Reformers;; | 
who will not think as many, the greateſt deformities of any Church, 
to be the riches, and revenues of «ne. {+75 lint+ ee 4 4 B 

Certainly, inpoines of true}Religion; to be believed, or dutics to 
be practiſed, as fromaivine command; : cw_ Chriſtian is-to be: judge 
of that , which is-propounded to him; and: embraced: by him: ; ac- 
cording to what he/is rationally gnd morally. able tro know andattain ; 
by thoſe means which God —_———_ him, of Reaſon, Scripwre, 
Miniſtry, 'and- good eXamples : Of all which, the gifts of graces of 
God in himz' have mabled: hins ſeriouſly; and diſcreetly. ra-confider,. 
Nor js he ts refit, either implicit, quiexplicite <a0ppfmpimcs | 
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C.t.; True Miniftry witheat Infallibility ſufficient.” A 
Magnum inge- may be as fallible, as himſelf : For, whereas they may exceed hun 
nium magns in gifts of knowledge, they may alſoexceed himin , "* 
_ tereſts, pride, and policy ſo that he may not fafely truſt them an 
OS. their bare word, and affertion ; but he muſt feek ro build his faith'on 
x Cor.8.59, the more ſure Word of God, which is acknowledged (by ll Gides} 
Kaowledgs to be the ſureft dire&or, what to believe, to do, and to hope inthe 
pulfech up. way of Religton, Nor may any private Chviſtians »nletteredueſ 
oo pak thatcannot read; or bis weaker intelleQ, that cannot reaſon and 
nager gry * diſpute ; or his many incumberances of life, that deny bina leifne to 
Ye have obey- read, ſtudy, compare, meditate, &c. Thelc tmay not dilcourage him, = 
cd fromthe a. if he were a dry tree, and could neither bear, nor rcap By 


fax 
heart, that + -þ,,2;ax Religion, becauſe he hath no infulible Loide, or judge : 
—_— Since = mercy * God acccpts carneit endeavors, and an life, 
wasdelivered according to the power, capacy, and mcans a-man hath ; alſo he par» 


to you. dons #mwilling errors, when there is an obedience from the heart, to 

- >» trig the make we know ; anda love to all rrwth, joyned with humility, 
IP; ana coarrty. EDI be 5 5 IR, 
p— gt In —_ therefore to relieve the common defets of men, as.t9 
Becauſe they the generality of them, both in Cities and in Countrey Villages 
received oor (where there is little learning by the Book, or Letter ; and greas: 
os neſs with heavy labor) the Lord of his widow and mercy; hath ap». 
they might bc poim d that conſtant holy orderof the Miniſtry, to be alwayscons 
favcd.” tinued in the Charch; that ſo learned, findions, and able men, being 


duly ens ordained to be Teachers and Paſtors; may by 


their Light, knowledge, and plenty, ſupply thc dork ſomplicity, and 
penary of common people ; who muſt every man be fully  perſweded 
in his own minde, Rom.14.5. in matters of conſcience ; and be able «+ 
to give a reaſon of thar faich and bope which 5: in him,beyond the cre» 
dit of any meer man, or the opinion of his infallibilicy, xz Pet. 


3: te. | 
| owever they may with: 6 and confidence ttend.upod 
their lips, whom in ns, Po ſ#cceſſian of Miniftry, Wn Hy 2 

ute 


tothem, as the ordinary and ſufficient means of | Faith 5 And 

ever a plain-hearted and imple Chriftian may relig) wail ko” 
and reſt ſatisfied with holy means and myſteries, which are 

di to him by trxe Minifters,'(who ovght above all,to0 beboth 

able andfaithful 5 to know, and to-make known the truth, as it if | 

-in Jeſus 3) Yet, may he notſavingly,; ortonicientioully relie, in mate 
ters of Faith, nor make ara. > Ges the bare credit, or-perjofts 

al veraciry of the ſiniſter ; but he mult confider and believe eve 
truth, nor becauſe the Minifter faith it, but becauſe itis d 0 - 
the Word of God; and from thence  broughe: him by his. A 

which defirine he judgeth to be- true; not upon . | 


c - , > or 
q '” h {% 
«dens 5 db 1"; *r 


Trae Mintfiry, withont rafetrbiliry;ſoffieites.” © ' © © 
any Teachers ;\ but upon: that certainty which he'believes to be in 
the Scriptare 3. to which, all-ſorrs of (hriftians do conlent 3” And to 
which, the Grace and Spirit of ' God fo draweth 'and' efictinerh che 
heart, as to cloſe with thoſe divine rrwt hy, to believe and obey them ; 
not for the authority - of the'Mixifter , ''but' of -God the Revealer ; 
whole excellent w5ſdoms, trucb,/.atid love; it diſcerns /in thoſe thi 
which are taught it by the-Miniftry of than. So'thar, fil} rhefimplett 


Chriſtian doth favingly believe, and conſcientiouſly: live, according - 


to what himſelf judgeth, and is'perſwaded in his heart, 'to be the 
will of God, in his Word 5. and not-after- the diFates of any man : 
Which either writte», or fpokex, have no more authority to. command 
or perſwade belief, as to Region, rhan'they appeat ro the believer, 
(and not-to the ſpeaker onely) grounded: on | rhe ture ord of God ; 
and to be his minde and will to mankinde; © AO | 

And as it is not abſoJutely neceſſary to every Chriſtian, ' in order 
to Faith and Salvatien,/ tobe able with tis own eyes toread, and fo 
to judge of the Letter-of-the __—_ z'ſo/it is the wore weee ſary, 


that the reading and preaching” of the Word'tſhould' be committed to 2 Tiem.2. 2. 
able and faitbful men; nor, who are infallible;: but who may be apt 24mm 
to teach, and worthy» to: be believed Of whom, the people may | 


have great perſwaſion, both as to their abilities, and due authority, to 


tcach . and guide them: in the ways of 'God,/-We'read' in [rename Ircnzusgl.;, 
that in Qne hundred and-fifty\ years after-Qbrift,: many : Charches' of <4 | 


Chriſtians, towdtd:the' Caþian Sea,” and Eaftward;' were very ſound 
in the Faith, and (erled againſtall” Heretical or Sebiſmatical inſinua- 
tions; when yet» they never bad any: Bibles: or Scripexres among 

themz but onely-3e&@ined that Faith which theyat firſt had lnaned 


and were fill caught bytheir Orthodox Biſtopt;and MiniFers ; which  - 


they never wanted in a due fwcetſion:Of whole prety;honeſfty,andcha- 
rity, they were ſoaſſured, as Uiligently' to attend: their dottrine;” and 
holy miniftr ations ; with which the bleſſing. of God/ (opening their 
harts, as Lydia's). ſtill went along ; ſo as to keep them in #1#e faith, 
love, and boly dbedience. \ 53,2073. 16-1799 $ 00 
Since, then, no. man 6r men - can give to” others; any ſuck ſure 
proofs, And good grounds of - their perſonal infallibilty; as the Scrip- 


tres have in thernlelyes, both by that more than 'bhumane tuſtre-of 
divine truths in it ; which fer forth moſtexcelJent precepts, paterns, - 


and promiſes ; excellent morals and myſteries ; excellent rules, ex- 
amples,and rewards, 'beyond any Book whatſoever: Alſo, from that 


general credit, regard, and reception, whichthey have, and eyerhad | 


with all (and moſt' with the beſt)' Chriſtians, in' all ages;" asthe 
Oracles of God, delivered by holy and honef'men ; for a rule of faith, 
and holy life;. alſo for a ground of eternal hope : Since that from 


hence onely, -evers the/ Pope, 'or: any others, that pretend +66 any 
| , of IN infallibility, 


05 F228 
$9 j 


% 
* \ 
JAS ” k 


. 


90 


23. 
An ord 
and | t 


Miniſtry, 
bejond an 
preteude 
Infallibility. 


great principle fecling a belieycy on the gry ape; 


True Minifirybegondpratedded bnfallibilibyyar Trfptt ations. 
nf allability, or infÞirations, do fult leck to groundthole their proteyſſ. þ 
— of Ty one that will be perſwadcd, mult firft be judgeef = 
the rea{ons or grounds alleged to pertwade him; It is neceflary, thac the 
(4frmais) infallibiliry of che Scriptares, mult be- firſt xecerved,” and 
believed by every Chriſtian ; in order to his being-afſured of a1 
truth, which thence is urged-upon - hitn to believe, or do t- Wii 
the Scriptures, as 2 divine ruje of Faith and Life, is never to! 
gaincd upon -any mens judgements and periwaſion | (be they either 
#diotich_or 1 unlels — fuch wen ar Ainiſtry, 
and ſuch Merniſters to preach, iuerpret, open, ai the Serjp- 
twres, by ftrong and-conyincing demonſtrations , any If) 
c:edir and power with them. The ſacceſſion then of rightly: erdeine 
Miniſters is moxe neceſſary a0 the Church, than-any tuch Papal im. 
fllibility; in as much, as it. is more neceflary to believe-rhe-Scr; 
exres authority, than any- mans tcltimony, / which hath nno-credir but 
from tbe Seripranre - - Which, while: the Pope, | orechers, doſeck ts 
wrelt to their own f{ceular-advantages and ends, wy om men'nt 
] $0 regard nothing they fay ; anorat aj) to conſider, what i 
en ney wianglc, and groundelly diſpute abour 17we Keley ion, of 
true Church. _ IEG Ft aire F234 TESTED 
So.abſolutely. neceſſary and ſulficient in. rhe way;pfiordiniity: 
means, is 2 rght andduly>orndained 4ſiniftry,; which C ach 
pointed ro continiie, .and propagate-rrue Chriſtian Refigion'; 
ever builds true: Faith, and the true Charch. upon the Soreptwres;. 
That, as there is no i»fallibi:ty-of the Pope, or other man, evident 
by any Kyafor, Scriptyme, or Experience, :(o there needs' note; td 
carry on-that great: work of mens. falvation'z| which will-then fil 
in any Church \and Nagov, when the r3ght Min«ſtrytalls, by force 
or fraud : If we can; keep our true 'Chriftian /Miniſtry, 'and holy 
Miniſtrations, we needaotiask the Romeniſts, or any ther arrogant 
Monoyolizers of theGhwrch, leaye to own ous ſelves true Chri trans, 
and a part of the true Catholike Church of Chrift.z which cannot. 
but there, where there : is a profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religitn, 25 10: 
the maift of it ; in its. Truths, Sacrament s,"hojy. Mini fty ab ions aril ; 
Miniſtry, righuly ordained ; both forthe abiliry of the ordained, and” 
rhe authority. of the 9d«5mers ; although al ſhould be accompanied 
with ſome humane failings. , - - : Zola HED: 
Where the now. Rewas Chureh. then, Yorth:! (a5 we-conceive) 


Ee jn their do@ine,orpra@iiſe, vary from-that Carholikely receivell' | 


mile; ghe Seriprivres, - which arc the onelyinfallible;censin, anddear 
= in _ fundamental ; as tofarth, or maners * We are forced 

r, 1#/tly and weceſſarily to leave them, 2nd their re ray 
wu both ; yer-charijablyRill , ſo as-to prry their errors oro 
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their exLghtnimng, their repentance and purden, which we hope for”: 
—— wha. Sale or corrupt luſts makes the addirronal pod cm 
'cious ; | and whete the /o5ve of trac makes then pardonable , by 
their conſciencious obeying what they know; ang} defire to know, 
what they are yer ipnorant of. Yea, and wherein they ate couform 
to any Scriptures, detirine, and pratte[e'; or right reaſon, good order, 
and prudent pobity ; there, we'willingly runs parattel-with; and agree- 
able to them, both: in opizioend prattife: For we think we ought 
not in a heady, and paſconate way, wholly! co ſeparate from an 
Charch, or caſt away amy brazeh of it, chat yet riby proſe 
Chriſtian Religion ; further, cthanir rends'and breaks itfelf off from 
the Word, Inſtitution, and parern of Chriſt, in the Sceriprayes ; and 
lo either ſeparates it felf from us, or caſts us out fromr'ir, uncharitably 
violating rhat Catholike communionof Chrifts C bwyeh, which 
t0 be preſerved with all poſſible charity; The conſtancy and fideliry 
of the Church of (bri# is more' remarkable in its true a ; 
holding forth in an holy ſwcceſſion the noft- Catholike' and credible 
truth of the Scripteres '; whicty at once ſhews" both thefiritiate d#< 
vine hight inthem'; and the rue (Church alfo, which is buile by 
them, and upon them. The rra+b of which Seriptares, while we 
with charnty, believe-and profeſs, bothin word and dred, we take it 
to be, the ſureft and ſufficienteſt evidence-to prove ; That we are 2 

rt of the"true Cherch, - againft the carits and calimmies' of thofe 

ameder Romanifts ; ' upon whoſe' 'Avwvils, othets' of far wexket 
arms, _ leamed to. forge the like fiery dares againſt this Church of 
England, | 

7 For, on the other fide, che mew Aﬀfodels of Inilependenr, or Con= — 1 , 
gregational Charches , ( which teem like tthall' Chapels of "Eaſe, The contra- 
let up to confront and rob the Alorhov ("harches of ' Auditors," Com®"ry extreme © 
municants, Mamtenance, and Afiriftry) wittde up the' cords, and reducing all 
fold up the curtains of the 3r#e Church, too ſhort, and'too narrow ; Churches to 
Shrinking that Chriſtian communion, and-yiſible polity, or ſociety ſmall and 
of the Church, to ſuch ſmall figarer, ſuch: ſhore ag troken ends, of ſugle Con- 
obſcure comventicles, and pancities , that by their rigid ſoparatings, gregations, 
ſome men'ſcarce allow the whole compuny of tyne Chriſtians, in all the' 
world,” to be ſo great, as we Ow DIP Synagogue” Pancy- 
ing, that no Church or Chriſtian, is fufticiently' reformed, till they 
are moſt diamerrically 'contrary in every uſe and'aiſftora to the R#y-'cunie ff doo 
mar faſhion ; abhorring many things as* Popeſh', and Super ſtiri- nic Naz. 
99, becauſe uſed by the Papifts : When indeed, they are either *® vitium ducit 
pious, ' or very ar ; yea, many count” it a ſpecial mark of 25pe Lic,g 0 
their true Churchſhip,. to ſeparate fromv all, to cry downevery thing, 
tO rail at, anddefjiſe (with as little charity, -as much paſſion, and 
no reaſon) all Churches and Chriſtians, as Amichriſtian, aid not 

| N 2 yet. 


92 of Independent Congregations, or Bodiex. Y 
yet [ufficient ly reformed, which are. not of their yew Bodying ag 
[ndependent faſhion. as Jr "3x 
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| * IJ x JELLEMNE 
Which novel prattiſes ſeem nothing elſe, but the effetts, encher of 
ſecular polity, or prejudicating and prepoſterous zeal ; by which, ſome 


men,for their intereſt, or their humor, ſeek to bring back the Churches 


of Chriſt, to that Egypt and Babylon of ſtrife, ſchiſm,  emmulation, 


(edition, fattion, and confuſion , to wich they, were running ver 
St.Paut, x Cor, Carly, as the Apoſtle Pax! tells us; and St. Clemens in his E to 
£.2. the Corinthians : From the rocks of which inconveniencies, Saint 
how. ad Cor." Jerom by expreſs words, and all Churches, by their antient Catho- 
epift, Thirty like ms 
++ ane Apoſtolike-men in the Primitive times, even from St. Mark in 
uſquiſque w Alexandria, andSt. James in Jeruſalem, redeemed and brought the 
quo baptiſave” Church ; by ſetling thoſe large and publick combinations,by Epiſcopal 
rat ſuss eſſe ar Government ; and in ways of ampliated communion, and Catholtks 
| xy ok correfþondencies (as much as might be): by Synodsr and General Conun- 
"Cecretum ef, ut cils ; which might beſt keep particular Congregations, from ſcatters 
unu de Preby- ing and- crumbling  theraſelves into ſuch Fattions and Schiſms ; 
zercs eleflus which all wiſdom forcſaw, and: experience fulfilled, ' would be the 
"» Oncly means , Firſt, to break the bond of Chriſtian charity, and the 
ems ecclefie ( burches communion (which conſiſted much, as in the verity of the 
cu:a pertine'et ; Faith,ſoin-thole larger fraternities, holy confederacies and orderly{ub4 
& ſchiſmatum ;2;on5,) andafterward to overthraw the: very fonndatiens of 'F8i 
++; Satpuy and Truth : 'As thoſe every where'did, who at any tuthe c 


Tit. any part of the Church, affeing ſingularities , and choline rather 


iſes, do aſſure us , That the wiſdom of 'the Apoſtles, and | 


to fall, by ſtanding alone in a ſeparation of Opinion or Government, 


than to ſcem to have any ſwpport by the aſſeciation with others, in 2 
more publick way of common relation, unity, and ſubjeftion : » Which 
undoubtedly carry: the greateſt firength and ſafety with them, both in! 
Eccleſiaſtical, and Civil polzties , rwiſting many ſmaller ſtrings into 
one cord, and many cords into one cable ; which will beſt' preſerve 
the Ship of the Church, as well as the State, from thoſe forms and 
diſtreſſes, which are prone to fall upon it, in leſſer borrows. »The 
good effects of which larger communion among men, and Qhriſtians, 
allreaſor and experience demonſtrate to us in civil. ſocieties, which 


are the conſervatories of mankind?, 'by way of mutual aſſiſtarice un; 


pzblick combinations - while fngle-perfons, which alone-are feeble, 
.8id expoled to injuries, grow ſtrong by-making onefamily, and many: 

. familics grow into a Village, Town,or City:: Many Viliages, Towns; 
andCiries, arife to one potent Principality or Commonwealth ;- which 
as.athreefold cord, is not eafily broken. - moos 20. "4 
It i$&4n,all Church Hiſtories moſtevident ,. That, as foon as the 
Gogpcl (pred from, Cities, where it was generally firſt planted (chere 
beiig the greatelt:copflux of people) and from thence Cer.ved wothe 
$27 II Territories, 


of Churches in leſſer Bodies; 


Territories, and Countreys adjacent; which were called>the ſeveral 


(wngn/o or dunieu;) Pariſhes or Dioceſſes :* So,« thole” Chriſtians ; 
which grew up in the Countreys and Territories about, to ſma]l'Con- 
gregations, continued [till in a fraternal ſubjettron, and a filial ſub. 
»ij/ion, both Presbyters and People, -to that Biſhop and Precbytery, 
which were in the Mother City ; who, there re iding,” (where the 


Apoſtles or Apoſtolike-men had placed them) took care fo toſpred - 


the GoFpel to the Countreys about, as to preterye Religion once plant 
ed,'in peace, unity, and order. Nor did thoſe particular Con 

tions in Cities or Vt lages, turn preſently Acepaliſts or [nde s 3 
nor ſet up any (denyarie) heady or headleſs bodies, in every corner 
and meeting-place : For, however Chriftians'in tome-places,' might 
at firſt amount to but 10 Imall a number, ' as would make bur one 
convenient Society, or ('ongregation, under one Biſhop, or Prebyter, 
with the Deacons ; and to might for a time continue in private 
bounds, not correſponding with, or depending on any other: company 
of Chriſtians, as to lefler concernments-, -which' might ecafily be 
managed among them : Yet, where thenumber of believers increaſed; 
as in Amioch, Jeruſalem, Epheſus, Corinth, Rome, oe." both irs 
the Cities, and their Territories , all Hiftories of the Church-aver ; 
That, as by thoſe diftates of religions or, Which firſt guided the 
Apoſtles or Apoſtolike-men, to caſt themſelves and believers, into 
ſuch /eſſer bodres, and diſtintt ſocieties, as might belt ſerye for the' con- 
venience of meeting ether in- one place, according as neighbor- 
hood invited them : So fill (as pn of the ſame body, and 
increafing brazches of -the ſame Tree) they preſerved the firſt, great, 
and common relation, of deſcent and extrattion,. from the Mother 
City ; So as to correfÞond with, tawarch over cach other; yea, and 


to be {ubiett (in eyery; particular Congregation as well as families) to 


thoſe, who were the original of their i»ſtr«&ion and converſion ; 


and who by a kinde of -paternal right, together with Apoſtolical ap» 
pointment, and common content of Chriſtians, had the chief power 


and authority for Inipe&ion and Government over them, within ſuch 


precints-and:bounds ; yea; :all Chriftians were thus ſubje&cd, :and 
united in greater and diffuſed Churches; not by any civil zeceffery ; 
ſuch as compelsmen by the ſword and force-; but by that necefſiry of 
oratitude, fenſe of ptiority, prudence 'and tharity ;- which bound by 
love, humi{ity, and wiſdom, particular Chriſtians firft to one Socrer y 
or {onvention : At\d particular YI 64 js to greater. frater - 
»ities ; and theleto'a more ample and Cathokks communion ; tor the 
mutual peace, and-, good _—_ of the whole: Church - of Chriſt. ' 
which {ought-to preſerve it felt, even in the: eye of the world, asone- 


entire body, under one head, Chriſt Je(ws.../ | o[1.-: 
So that the imaginary pdarern in the. Mount , the primitive practiſe: 
N 3 which 
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x Cor, 13. 25, 
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94 Of Churches in leſſer Bodies. | 
which ſome mien love to talk of (by which: they ' would force-all 
large and ampliated Churches, (which have now' reeeived(av- they 
did at firſt ) diſtinRtions and denominations by the:Cities', Cinif/ 
+ 29 agy Kingdoms, or Nations, wherein they: are )- to/ thoſe 
efſcr Forms , wherein they-fancy (and not unlikely) a fmgle' Cons. 
regation.of Chriftians, in any place, at farft enjoyed themiielves wins 
,» tome Apoſtle, or one of Apoſtol:ke appointment,” who wasrheir 
Biſhop or Overſeer over them,) This, I fay, fcems to be 10 childiſhs 
fancy, ſo weak, and unreaſonable an imagination, That itis all one; 
asif they would nceds reduce themiclves to their i7fam cours, now 
they are grown men. Ig 

And what I pray doth hinder (fave onely the #ove/ opinions and 
humers of theſe men,) that, Chriſtian Religion | (which ſa»fifies 
reaſon, to ferve God and the Church, in all comely ways) may not 
uſe thoſe princeples and rules, for order, unity, peace, and neurual ſafes 
ty of Chriſtians, in their multiplied z#mbers and ſocieties '; which 
we are taught, and allowed toulc in all civil aſſoriariour 7 Yea, and 
not onely. allowed, butenjoyned to obſerve un Ectlefraſtical' polity 
and Government, by that great and fundamental Canon of the Aps- 

1 Cor, 14. 49. ftle, Let all thing s be done decently, and in orgaer ; which muſt hold, 
not onely in privateand leſſer parcels, but in the more large and ins 
tegral parts of the Chmrch of Chriſt. 

But KXeaſen then, and Religion fuſhciently diſcover , the vanity 
and/ impertinency of thoſe novel fancies, which are obcruded; as ne- 
ceflary for all private Congregations ; when indeed they'ave, and 
cyer have been, and will be deffr»#tive ro the more publick and gere- 
ral good of the Church ; whoſe tranquillity honor, and ſafery, conſiſts; 
in ſuch dependencies and ſubordinations, which may be furtheſt re® 
mote from: thoſe __— and diſnnions, whicharife frum that Churchs' 
dividing and Charity-deſtroying principle of Independent "Conorega® 

Row.16.5. tions; Which was never uſed in any times of the Chorch, (0 
Greer ric than the munoruy and infancy of the firſt planting ; while either 
eg > Chriſtians were not encreaſed much in number , of not enlarged in 
houſe. place : But when the firſt ſmall company of Grfrevers multiplied! 
x Cor.16. 19. from a Church-in one Co to'a Church in marry tions; 


The Churches ook - : WHKCTY WA: A ) 
of fakes (which could not now with conveniency- all; theer 2 one 


_ place;) they yer as 6ramehes, ftill continued both unired to the root; 


14. Chrift Jeſms ; and alſo to the main 'body and bath of the wifble>- - 

The ( hurch Chmrch, by union to that part whence they deſcended, #nd ro which 
of England, they relatcd ; and they were notas Colonies or Slips, fo tranſplants" 
not blamable £4 and leparated, agto grow Independent lv of thetnfelves,” apart from" 
for its Ng- 3 others : Of whith, there is no example in Seripryre ot Antiquity; 
wbbal come. It follows then , That what was ſetled-in'this or other like 
wares, - Chiiſtiar Churches, was no whit blanuble, as any thing of meer 
ba as > | | - bumane 


hy. 


(| 
'$ 


The Church of England, w#.Natioval. 


humane invention, or any ſuperfivews 206; $orrapt: addition 'wh any 
precopt, patern, of conſtitation, either of Chrifts or the Apoſtles; 


who never prohibited — g of Churcbes an Jarger nfſeciations 
or Gevernments ; extending to Cities, -andebeir :Teaxritories, w great 
Dioceſſes, Provinces, - and Nations ;- Since there js: no -or 


Nile; limiting Churches/power; and 1ocicty,: to prvate.and/fingle 
Engragndiins : Yea ,thereare ſuch genera! x fb nngpens 10-497 6 
in the Scripture, as command,- orat lcaft commend rather than con- 
demn thoſe analogous or proportionwable applyings of all arderdy aud 
prudential means tor union and communion, according as the various 
ſtate, and-times- of the Church may require ; which -fill aym ac the 
ſame end,-the peace and welfare of the Church, both in the lefſer and 
the larger extents;which arc-juſtly fo carried on by the wiſe Governors 
and Protettors of the Church, _— to the «neg principles and 
rules, or paterns of pious and chariteble pradence, iet down. in the 
Scriptuzes ; beyond which, in this caſe of the-Churches outward order 
and polity, - there neither-is, nor needs, other directions ; no more, 
than on what Text and Swbjef&; or in what method-and- place ; 
or how long time, and how often a Miniſter nauſt pray, or preach ; 
and people muſt hear Sermons, or attend boly duties. 

That antient and excellent frame then, of :this Church in Eng- 
land, which in a National «anion, by civil, religious, and ſacred Fn, ; 
was ſo wiſely ' built, -and for many -ages compacted together, and 
which hath been lately fo undermined, fo hackt and hewn, with-pefſi- 
onate writings, and difþmings, and abtirys, that it is become notone- 
ly a torrering, | but almoſt a quite demoJifbed and overthrown frame ; 
This Church, I fay, hath fofferedrhis hard fete, rather through the 
iniquities of times, malice of 'men, and iuft judgements of 'Ged on 
the Governors and poverned, '(who we may fearimproved notſo great 
advantapes of «x2i»x, order, power, peace, and. protetiion, to the real 

of the Church, -and furtherance of the Goſpel) rather, I ſay, 

theſe perſoralfarlings, than for-any, either miſchicf, / ity, 
defrQs, -or Antichriſtian <xceſs inthe way and frame it ſelf, as tO its 
ods and confſtautions : 'Which werefetled .and longapproved 
Þy very iſe, holy, and' learned men; eartying with them, '(as much, 
as any Chriſtian, or Reformed Church did)-the lineaments, feature, 
beauty and yigor, of thoſe famous: Primirive-Churches; which in the 
mid of herefies and perſecutions kept themſelves fafe, .as-to wrath * 
and charity, not by the ſhreds of ladependenr Bodies, but by the fu- 
tmes of ChriftianAﬀociations ; in Provincial, National, and Oceu- 
menical enlargements > Such ample and noble plarforms of religious 
zeaſon, and ſanRified wiſdom, asnot ambitions policy, but Chriſtian 
charity, and prudent humility,embraced ; which, as ournew models 
and projeftvons will never wend,: ſo they mych commend thoſe _ | 
| rey * 


| Seckers and Sceptichs,” > © WW 
models, and paterns, by thoſe multiplied muſchiefs enſuing inevitably 
upon the preſumptions of poſterity ; which have raſhly adventure 
thus to remove and change the antient /imits, marks, and orders of _ 

the Church , which Primitive Fathers and Apoſtles had reconj- 
mended and fetled. h rot =; Q 
I5. Which temerity of thus mizcing and crumbling, or tearing any 
Seckers Church National (being the iſſue | of no Synod,” or Conncil- inthe 
Reonre. Church, but onely of private fancies, and moſt-what mechanich ad 
The Eutychien ventures) hath, we ſee, made ſome poor ſouls turn Scepticks and 
Hereticksre- Seekers after true Religion, and a true Church ; being wholly uns 
fuſing ro ſub- £1;hed, either with the abolition of the o/d way, or the various ine 


- v-- 94rd ventions of ew ways. Theſe profeis, whether out of weakye 
3 


| ſ6,-pur 
nfirmed by 1g norance, paſſion, or policy (God knows,) That they are Chriflian 
the Council Lg hes Fla to ie , that all Chriſtian Churches are now, and 
of Chalcedon, 1.,ye been, ever ſince the Apoſtles times, adulterons, impure, deform» 


called chem- ber paar . 
ed, and Antichriſtian; That, they are wholly to ſeek for any trat 
TE =" oh ground, or way of C hriftian Religion, (' burck, and Minftry, even 


genter, Dubi- among ſo many Chriſtians, Miniſters, and:(hurches ; That is, they 
ran'es ; and cannot fee wood for trees, nor light for the Sun at noon-day. And 


” "pid: this may cafily be, either by reaſon of wiltul blindneſs, or for wa: 


:nions. Aup Of that charity and h»mility, which keeps the hearts and cyes of. 
# Here. i Chriſtians, gpen and clear f or from that derknes, and blear-ezedneſl, 


Nob guijam which pre'ndice and perverſneſ# carry with them 5 hindring Chriſtians 
eredjmus aliad em, difcerning even thoſe objects, - that are round about them.z-yea, 
Ov gr—_ it is to be feared, That fome men, from Atherftical, profane, _—_— 
guerimu, nun- and licent ious principles, ſeck fora true Church, as ar do tor 
quam invenie- their fins, and cowards for their enemies, loth to finde them, and 
moſt to be hidden from them. They complain of this, and - 
; 6-y 24 10 Karbbee, as defettive, as impure, as none ; when indeed; it 
Hz. c.10. may be feared, rhey are ſorry there are any ſuch ; and wiſh-there 
Lutmadms- were none of theſe Chriſtian ſocieties, Miniſters, or godly people, mn 
dum 4iberum the world ; whoſe doftrine and examples are their reſtraints, re 


pars waxime, | aches, and torments; being moſt croſs to: their evil de/igns, and 
Cy * ng le lnits. They complait R_ cannot finde a ——_ C 
zen eſe Deum, when they are unwilling ſo todo ; - and fſatisfie themſelves (as the 
Mn.Fzl. Cyxick. in his Tub) moroſely to cenſure, and' Magiſterially to finde 
1 > ault with al Chriſtians, that they may conform to none in-a6l 
Ce . 
clefiam, qui iti} Poly, humble, and peaceably way ; but rather en \p fag fant aftioh, 
benter querunt, and lazy [:berty of mocking God, and man ;'-till they finde fuchs 
Mclanth. way of (7urch and Rgligion, 45 ſhall pleale them « -Which-they 
would nor be long in finding, as to extern polity and profeſſion , if 
they did but entertain that inward life, and power of Religion, 
which I formerly fer down ; which, by a principle of charity, 2s 
well as of rrarb, ſtrongly flowing from belief of Gods loye in Cwilt 
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wo mankinde, and {pacially. £p-the Qhaxgb ; doth powerfully tbigde,; : 
apd cheerfully <ochine every bumble Geliever, a0 have peace _ 1 Cor.14. 33. 
communion (as 19085 50pDe With all Claiftians; as 4oterngd,- God is not th 


in judgment and good. eomerral and facial ; hotb ng Author (des. 
yp 4micicial and patierend, in: 6x ample, comfort, and 5s) of 


dipation, and Government 


Nations. l \ A 9c 2. 
Thus we {ce ſome mens Pens ſerve qnelyto 6/44 4be face, even ; peace 
of the, athalike Chanch, andall parts of ;it jin their 1f6ble arger and with all.men, 
communion ; afteRiag $0 write ſuch blinde and (mall (Charabters, in _ holineſs, 
detcribing new.C hurch ways, and forws;of K tligien,that no.ondinaty: ramus, a8, 
eyzs can read.their. meaning, <ivher in; their ſorivkeng anfliſeperativg: If it be podi« 
into ſmall ruptures of Bodies; when they were relatedeo, and ble, as much. 
combined with, Churches large and ſetled ; ariiniaheir Ser eh, oy 
raptures, (trange Erthuſiaſms, ſecret drawings, and extraor 2 4 pane; 
impuljons, which they pretend to. haye jn,yhetr. ways, abage, apd : aa 
without ; yea, in the _ ,and-contemprt'of .all. ardinary .azcans, 
and ſetled Miniſtry in any Church : Their many high imaginations, 
and funatichy fancies, _—_— donbt) aboxe their Awthers.own #n- 
derſtandings ao leſs than aboveall wiſer, and ſabexer wens.capacities; 
rwinckling. much more like.gloworars, under-the hexiges of private 
Convemicles, and Fattions ;, than - ſhining with -1rxe: and "antient ; 
light of the judgememt. or preitiſe.of any Churches. TFherefoxe th 
need no, further, coafutation- from. my Pen', having oligtle, yea; no 
cog firmation» from-any grounds of pany er ren: ys of commen 
Reaſon, or cuſtom of Chriſtmms ; nothing unegdavorthy of 
rational, godly, and pt oreng nr ; ſr to dance 
after the- Jews-trump, or: Qaten-pipe of every Qou ancy,-rather 
than liſten. ga the) beſt-tquched Lxte,-or Theesde, 3 Doe | 
"Theſe Syrens, wile hriftians may leave toding to therielyes , 
and their own: melancholy, or muſing thoughts ; -n0 ſober mari can 
underſtand them, further than they ific, -that #guoraxce, illite- 
rateveſs , | idleneſs , pride, preſumption, 'licentianſnefs, .and vanity ; 
which - fame: like fpiritual/Canters affet. The rarities which they 
- boaſt to enjoy, are without. any-diſcreet mans envy, -that-I know-: 
RR they _ it-with a kinde nA rnd ag 
others ; every wheze-pitying (as the-ſexople diligence, an 
needleſs nduftry of Naan ot . who eeitletoenting on 
thoſe. thrad-bare forms (as they - call them) - of ,o{d-raading 5,” and 
 Fatrobifings, and preachings, and prayings, and Sacraments, fc: | 
in che -publick, Litwrgies , .and orderly aſſemblies of. Chriftians p 
O Deſpifing - 
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Deſpifing as much the antient and true way of Miniftry and 


they w 


nor can they endure any Chriſtian ſubordination, or prudent, ard 
neceſla veſt | 


aint of juſt Government, 


. Ep. ad 
oor D us 
Ciel fayes, they were i1mpudent ; Bray whole mouths were always full 
& in convicia of barbarous and importune reproaches ; The other tells us, that they 


ſemper arms eyery where wandered in their mercenary hypocrifie, fixed no where; 
01m, 


- 1fid. Hiſpal feigning v1/10ns of what they never ſaw : Counting their opinions 


lib. de offic. 2nd dreams for divine ; and proteſting to have received thoſe emis 


þypocr; ſ- rency. 


guam fixi, nuſquam ſtantes, nuſquam ſedentts ; que non videront confingunt : 0 pinionts [a5 habla 
proDeo, Honores ques non acceperins ſe babuiſſe prote(lantur, &c. + 


2 Per. 2.14. Theſe #»ftable ſpirits, who turn round, till they are giddy, and - 
-* 05 =. yl fall from all truth and charity, into all error and fattion ; whoſhm 


their eyes, that they may lay, they grop in the dark ; and complain 
of all mens blindneſs, but their own ; Theſe (I tay) have of all 
others, leaſt cauſe to blame the Religion, and Miniſtry of the (hareh 
of England ; ſince they own themlelves to be in no Church-way* 


Which, of all ſides, is moſt blamed and condemned, and ſo need not 
to be confuted any more, 


16. Some others there are, who flatter themſclyes to be leſs mad chan 
Several theſe ſeeking fellows y who glory moſt in this, That they have broke» 
quarrels 


all the former cords, and ſhaken cf all bonds, of any National 6% 
againſt the wernment, -Order, and Diſcipline , whereby they were formerly - 
herch of ſtrained in this Church : Which, firſt, they deny' to be any Church, 

glands purely, and properly ſo called ; or in any way and frame of Chrffs 
frame. snſtitution ;- but onely ſuch an eftabliſhmen; as ariſeth from'mee! 

civil polity, and humane conſtitution. Secondly, Thefe charge W, 

that we fail in the matter of a Charch, the faithful and holy. "Thi 

ly, In the eſſential Form, an explicite Covenant, or Church agreement 
to lerve the Lord in ſuch a way, Fourthly and laftly, In our chafing, 

ordaiming, and appointing. Miniſters and other Chrrch Officers @ 
whom (they fay) Church power is onely exccutively, (as tothe 


Bedy of the peop primarily and eminently 


le, never ſo ſmall, which is ſo combined __—_ : 
ea, 


| of Religion offabliſhed by Civil Sentlent; _ 
Yea, they complain, that we in England baye:negleRed, and de 
priycd the people of that glorioms power and. ety, by which, every 
Chriſtian 1s to ſhew himlelf,. borch King, andPrieſt; and Drophes, _ 

Thus the Tabernacles of Edom, and the Iſmalites; of 'Adoab lal. 83.6, 7, 
and the Hagarenes ; Gebal, and Ammon, and Ammaleok;; the O a tee # 
Philiſtims, and they of Tyre, Aſſer allo, - Men of our'own Tribes, rune doſtes wo 
all conſpire againſt the true Religion, the antient orders, and. holy. adeſt ecctefe, 
Miniſtry of the Chureh of England : And finding this Church forely Mc inimics ubi 
rorn, bruiſed, and wounded, they either leaye ic, and its compel & Mens IN 
dic deſolate, by ſeparating wholly from them-; -or elſe -they ſeek by? © Es 
their ſeveral inſtruments of death, wholly to Uiſpatch it, as the A 
malckites did King Savl ; Burt blefled be God, though this Church, 
and its true Miniſters, be thus afflited and perſecuted, 'yet are. they 
not quite forſaken of God, or of all good Chriſtians; Though we be 2 Gor. 4p. 
caſt down, yet we are not quite deſtroyed, There wart agt many! i OR 
ſons of Sion, to mourn with their Mother, and to comfort her, af Wn 
cannot contend for her, Although, the Lord-u« righteaw, who h CUTIE re 
ſmitten us, and to whom we will return, and wazt till be be gracious. . + be 
to this Church : Yet thele ſons of .Edows, our unniatural-Bretbren, Micah'7. 8, 9, 
are very injurious and uncharitable'z who ſeek to enflame the wrath *F', © 
of God more againſt her ; rejoycing in her talamitres, and crying, +1, 
now (he is faln, let her riſe up na more, But the Lord wilremember 
his compaſſions of old, which haye not failed , and will retzwrx 10 
build her up; nor ſhall this jarneye of affii tion be, to' conſume this Te 
Reformed Church, but onely to purge her from that droſs, 'which __,..._ . ..: 
ſhe had any way contracted. | 065: ome eet -rwee TP Wi 

As to theſe mens firſt quarre], _=> the frame. of our Church  - 47. + 
and Miniſtry , as ſetled and defended by Civil Laws and Politick Of Rehgion 
Eonſtitutions; They ſeemin this, rather offended at the clorhes and 4s effabl 
dreſs, or the defence and guard, than at the body and ſubſtance of *d and pro- 
the Church : Poflibly, they are angry that they had not power or teBed & 
permiſſion, ſooner to deform and deſtroy that flouriſhing polity of this Laws im +, 
Church, which by the princely piety of nurſing fathers and mothers, England. 
hath been ſo long preſeryed to the envy of enemies, and admiration 
of friends. We never thought, that any civi/ ſanttions (which were 
in fayor of. our; Reformed Church, Religion, and Miniſtry) ever 
conſtituted the Being of our Thurch ; which is from Clyiſt, by the 
Miniſtry ; butthey onely cſtabliſhed and preſerved it, in its Miniftry 
and polity, fromthoſe þ 7 and inſolencies, to whichs we ſee them -y 
miſerably, expoſed ;. if they ſhould. want Magiſtrates to be pro» |, _ :* 
teing fathers, and indulgcnt methers to them: Every rude and un» -;.-; | 
clean bea#t delights to break in, and waſte the #eld of the Church ;- «+ , 
when they ſee the fence of c5vif proteftioniglow.” OD 


G 


" But this defence and proviſios made for this Chuisch and its _ 
if 1  Minifty 


a a as, FA ME ———_— 
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Miniſtry, by Humare Laws, doth no miore leſlers the frevgth tad 

beauty of it ; than the Laws for properry and ſafery do dithi n 

many w1fdows; valor ; of care to defend hsowt i Chiitltians, 23 thith, 

obght to be ſabieRt to Magiſtratts, as met; although they were 

Rom. 13. Heathens, Heretichs,or Perſecmtors ; that fo, int hore things, thi 
x Pet. 3.13- might merit their 652#/ protettion - How much miore (xs Chriftiah 

Tit-3. 1, ought they to be fabett to (hriftian Magiſtrates, thitt ate Patton 

Iſai. 49. 23. #nd Profeſſors of 74d Religitn - Whoſe crvil protellion arid govents 

Ment i8 f6 far from being © blemrſh to it, that is the greateſt tenpival 

bleſſing, ther. God hath promited, or the Church catr enjoy it this 

Werld - 4s it was in Conſtantine the Great's time, and lome others. 

after him; 

: And however, we ſee; that oft-rimes this ſweet wire, of cttil 

* Gann 100- favor, is prone to {owre to the vinegar of fattions, Even amony Chris 

nad rl ſtrins; And the honey of peace, plenty, and profferiry, ealily turnsto 

nibus, guertlis, pride, tnvy, anger, ambition, and contention, through the prayity of 

odja, nvidia. mans tiature 5 who, (contrary to the tetmper of the moſt ſavage beaſt) 

Sulpl Sever. prows tholt ficrce and offenſive to God, when he is beſt treated by 

Yet eEpet» hirtt; * ds Enſebims, and Swlpitins Severmy, tell ih their times ; Yet 

bbecis Hi. We tnuft hot refuſe or eaſt away all good things, becauſe v7] thindes 

Paceeccleſſs abule theth; mich leſs may we thiſtske the Betry of 4 Chatch, for its 

wadig, conceſa, well-being ; That cannot tun, in any reaſon, to this Churchesre- 

054 _ proach, which was the f4vey of good men , tid Gods. indu'gence 
94 1-02 rg to this Chuteh : Nor do we think thele quer lows Ob-etters,art , wow 

in media epiſco- fore like to be, by ſo much the ſoonef, weary of their few ways, by 

pawn frequen- how much they more enjoy connance, protettion, of Coptritenante 

tia mpmdiale. fromany rien ; The obtaining of which, is the thing they {6 much 


-: fg ow corre and ſolicite : Sure the hining of the warm Sun-on men, need 
C. 66. not make then therefore aſhamed, of weary. of Gods bleſſing. 
19S. 2: As for the patter of a (hnrch, which thoſe Ob:efers fay, 
The chatter ruſt be onely SATs in Truth, as well as ſhew 9 devying outs ro i: 
of aCharch, fiich;T anſwer,We wiſh4ll our people were ſuch $4ints,asare formers 
Sairts. ly deſcribed,in 1r#th arid p:wey ;. we endeavor to make them ſuch, as- 
ar as the pairs, prayers, and examples of Miniſters tray work With 
2-Cor.6, 1, the gr 6f God ; But we do nct think, that theſe ſevere cenſuret? 
of this Church of E-glard do believe, That all-the + ned ot 
ontd in Scripture (which were the bcft that ever were) conlith 
onely of rrwe Saints, That, it (Þrifts family, did'twt sf or that, ; 
ghn 6.70. £0 Which Anarias, Sdphjra, and Simon May us, were joydied iti yt*- 
= Inos feſſion ; nor-a!l thoſe in- Corinth, Gala, Lasdrcea, -and the it 
roche, bw. mentioned in the Epites, arid Revelation ;- who are commended, ot- 
ane of. you isa Devil ? Aſts 5-3. Peter to- Azam, Why hal'Saton filled rhy-be © bi eo the 
Holy Ghoſt » Ats'g. 13. Simas M bekicved, and was iſec "nittes 1 Apo 
es, &c. V. 2}. 1 þetcaive thier th the gal Fare hr: ror concigncd wh th I” 
| blamed, 
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The Matiey of » Chars gp Ol PEERS 
blamed, not ſo much as to- the ivrermel renoper of thein graces, 2440 
the external poareablenef,, order, and parizyof theis profeſſors wreath 
and »»ity, Neither is this real Sa:mfbrpot every Member; necetfary 
to the Being of @ viſible Church ; nox is it 10 be concluded really os 
a}t thoſe, whom-the judgmene charity calls or eliecms Sainss, We 


charitably hope well of all thoſe , who though they may have per” 


tonal crrors and failings, by reaſon of fraikries. or tempt arrons, yet 
they have not renounced their  covenam with ("rift ins Baproſme, 
tnd who make ftill ſome profeſſion of Chriſtianity; whoarrend the 
Ordrrances of the Word preached, and praye 
fatth by deſmmg to have their children baptiſed ; Which we ds, as of 
duty tothem , re Chriftt hath a federal righr, en whorn 
we havea Chittian- z though we approve net their parents tr 
all things : Much more do we efteers thofe as Members of the Chitrch, 
who have competent ; ee ye leadan #ublowable life, a8 ta 

of ours do. If any be chrldzen, ignorant,” or profane, yer wethi 

them not pr" to be excluded from all Chareh Fellowſhip; "no 
more than tuch a Jew was to be cur off from Gods people ;-'Since 
they have Gods mark. and ſea! Rilt apon them, and arti owtivard 
relation and profeſſion, diſtinguiſhed trom thoſe tht #re n>t of 'the 
Iſrael of God ; yet we do, not willingly; or knowingly allow every. 
Ordinance to theie, while they appear ſuch. ; but onely thoſe, of 


which they have a capacity : In others, we forewarn and forbid ' 


them, when we aQtually know ' their unfitneſs' or unpreparednels : 
Yet till in Gods name, not in our own ; in a way of hairy,” of 
miniſterial duty 5 not of private,” of abſolute authority ;' withing, 
that a more pablick way of joynt-pow 
eſtabliſhed (as inall reaſon ir ought to be) in the Chucch ; both for 
tryal and reſtraint, of thoſe that haye no right” to holy Adyſteries ;- 
yct ſtill we endeayor to inftruRt ever! the ir the Spirit of meek- 


r; who refſtifie their 


er and antherity were duly. 


ed 
1% 


eſs, andto apply what remedies itt prudence and charity we may ATE 


Bur if piety, purity; equity, charity, humility, peaceablenefs, 4c, If 
theſe may denominate men to be Saimts in any Church, ſure, I be- 
lieve, the Church of England can produce more of theſe, our of her. 
orderly and antient Profe ors, than theſe new Modeler; will cafily 
doof their own forming ; belides, many of thoſe now | 
kave norcanſe ſo much to boaſt of their branty and fares 
_ _ - ow gran needing with their own tears to'wa 
thoſe blac $, with which they_ appear terribly daſhed ;. 
which wenrefav are wee the tow efGolr hide E. & | 
What is further d againſt our Par 
(which are as pare; 2nd fro 


and to that end, under Pwblick.C 


ad Awthoriry) ks to the 


: + 


ing ina joynt relationto the prorhe joey 
Oraer, 2 
O 


from us, ' © 
jp mg, fince * 
o' waſh 


| _ ' 


al C AHIORS , OF Commun 
anches of this Church of Epgland. "i he mew * 
and welf:re of the whole; Parochial® 
_— {rcher... 


Communicants.in Parochlal Charthes. © 


and partaking of the Sacraments, ( ſpecially - that of the Lords 
Supper ;) That our Communions are fo mixed, as to-confound the 
pretions with the vile ; the ignorant with the kryowing ; the ſcandalous. 
with the «nblamable ; the prepared with the #nprepared; the waſhed 
Lamb with the polluted Swine ;. io that even this holy Ordinance, 
which is the toxchſtone, ſieve, and ſhreen of true Chriftians, and 
=: true Churches, is profancd and polluted among us ; while Congrega« 
x Cor.5. 7. tions are as /nmps full ofuleaven ; andno order taken to prrge it ours 


That {o the pure -and faithful may ear the feaſt with comfort; and 
childrens bread not be given to dogs. A) 
eAnſw. I anſwer, firſt in-general ; That, although Chriſtians, as to their 
Conſeiences, have no right to this Sacrament,. or comfortin it, fur« 
ther than they have Sacramental graces, fitting and /preparing them 
for it.; yet as to men, in o#tward vifible fociety, every Chriſtian hath 
ſuch a right to it, as he makes a Profeſſion of the true Faith ; and is 
in ſuch an oxtward difþoſ;rion, as by the orders of the Church, for 
age, and meaſure of knowledge, and converſation, is thought meet : In 
which, there are no preciſe limits in Scripture exprefled ; either what 
age, or how oft, or what meaſure of knowledge, and what preparation 
71 © "RR is required ; but much is left tothe wiſdom, care, and charity of the 


Chriſt ſatc Miniſters, and Governors of the (hwrch : And in this ſenſe, though: . 


down, and the J#4as the Traytor had no internal gracious me to the Sacrament 


ewelve Ape- - of the Paſtover, or Supper ; yet he had a profeſſional right, which 
: - -—2oraggy our Seviowr. denied not to him, and which isall that mans judgment 

" ook the Can reach to. | —_— PETE 3Y 
In the Secondly, As to ſome mens praQtiſe in the Church of England, 


cup, ad gave we deny not, but that many and perſonal abuſes may have been in 
ar to Them, 


” that holy Ayſtery (which the antients juſtly called dreadful, wvene« 
ready mane? rable., adorable, moſt holy ,, admirable, divine, heatenty,: &c.) 
him that be= through negligence bath of. ſome Miniſters and people'31much lefsdo 
xraycth me, is we juſtifie them; we rather mourn for them, and pray heartily, they 
with mc onthe qmay be reformed my bas z yet, as to the conſtitution. order, 
—_ [a de frgnation of the: Church of England, in the celebration of that 
cra, tremenda, holy Sacrament, we affirm, | wo 
myileia. - 11+, Thar: the piety, wddom, and charity, of this .Charch', did 
veceAaelw take care, and by expreſs order declayed, That no-fuch ignorant ; pri 
xy rs impenitent, or #unjrepared perſon (though: not known 10-tht 
nee Miniſter, or people to beſa,) ſhould come ' tothe, Srcramem ;\ av itt 
adams! © onſeie: ce he ought not : And, together with theſe (thus oncly con» 
ns tos {cious to themſclves ) all others, if known and netorious; were by 
ie/encylregols ond, Clem. Al 39% lpm, NIC. nf & Saree odgly ers 
ub Sagis wave, - x dr» gqipven 4-046 Naz. or. 14 Irs w0y of you ben blaſp Wwe 
ercr, wmalzec or envy, or any other grievous <tr i 
holy Table, &c, $cetke Exbortation before the ——— {hyals nina rea OK: —_ 
the 
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Of Minifters duty ta: Communicants, 
the Miniſter publickly , Ka ſolemnly forbidden, i» the name ' of 
yi , not to prelume to partake of thole hel 


the Lord Jeſus Chri 
things. 'Þ We | | 
Every Miniſter -was commanded by preaching, catechiſing, ex- - 
amining, and praying, to prepares {as much as tm him lay) :the Rg- 
ceivers: Which every good Miniſter, as he ought, did, in ſome fort 
endeayor ; yea, and he might refuſe any young or old, that offered to 
receive, if they had not ſome good aſſurance of their comperent know- 
ledge in the Myſteries 3 or, if /be. found. them defettize...in thoſe 
fundamentals which the wiſdom of the (harch thought neceſlary, 
and whereof it ſet forth. a-Suwmmary in the publickCatcchiſm. . So 
that a Minifter-in England, both in the name of the {hurch, and in 
the name of Chrift, and by - the higheſt authority of God, (did pro- 
hibite, denounce againſt, and,-as it, were, .exrommunicate (by that 
part of the power: of the Keys, which is. denunciative and deglaray .,: .: 
tive) both from the I and grace of -the Sacrament, -and.from 
the outward partaking of it, eycry one, that preſumed (being unwor- 
thy in any kinde) to offer himlelf to it-; If after.this, any one, un- Cimmmis mes 
worthy, did adyenture to core ,, yet (ſure) the Miniſter had done —_— 
his private duty, as far as Gag, . or man required. it of him ; having - pron 
both vindicated the honor: of, the Sacrament,, as to the divine Inſti- ſecramemoram, 
tution, and intent ;- allo declared: the care! and order of the. Church; ſed confiutions 
and (o freed both the Congregation, and his own foul, from ſtain or /atwam. Aug. 
blame. Who ſo came after this prohibition wwrworthily, came at the = chr da Rubrich | 
peril of his. own ſoul, and not. zt the fin of, either, iniſter,or people, before the 
that were, worthy z. whoſe work: aud duty is,,nat by. force of ;arms, Communion, 
to thruſt men out by head and ſhoulders ;, which, is a rat ary and concerning 
mechanick power ; but by the-ſword of Chrifts momh.to ſmaite them ; pr og 
and in hs name to caſt them out from any right to, or comfort in,the x Cor. 11, 2y1 
Sacrament ; which is the power, properly min eria| firing, and He theteateth 
divine. Where either ignorance or ſcandal were grols, and notori- 2nd d-inkerh 
ouſly. known to the- Miniſter, in any. that offered-to. come, -, The — 
Miniſter might, and oft did, not onely-priyately, but publickly; andagriaketh dam- 
perſonally admoniſh, reprove, forewara : And- in ſome cates; if the gariov to him- 
impudence of the offender obtruded himlelf , the Minifter might re- ſelf; nor to 
fule to give him the Sacrament ; yet this not with paſſion Fw x roug h- 965co9. ag 
eſs, as. by empire ;\ but with meknef and diſcrerion,..as in charity : minedbimgls 
Which preſent denial;/-or abftextion of ſuch. an-one from receiving Verſe 28. * 
the holy Sacrament, - mght 'afterwarxd be examined by pablch, and is bideo car | 
laful authority (which wasſetled in this Chwrch) in caſc-that pargy 29d drink,Se. 
had cauſe or confidence to complain, as of an inyury. | ' +... brich > crnng 

- 6d | MY re +* "4. - | | , | the Commu- 
nion , The Migiſter oxy adrait the peniceney | but nor. the” obſlinace, in caſes of. privae 
OE Bu 


20, But where ſuch awrhoriry is not ſefed, ormmot ilfferetcolbe ans 
Good Mini- &ciſed in any Churoh, which might andought-ts judge fuch-caſey 
> jou ot de- beſt The party denied, and che Ainiſter thus den ing, ({vpor ; 
fettive in prey nart, and to him m9r011009 *cauſes, tqxor upon b1l{tees \[wſþi. 
their asty, rr, or ewernl comple s from-othersione & There, arrorsiof 
if they make publick, debate Tequiring audienee, and proofy, and witnefſes, end 
wot them- judge ; and all theie, due authoriry ; Jt cannotbe-expr Ret] from - 
ſelves any private Miniſter, that 'he ſhayJd -do 'more than Gol hath 
Judges, commanded, ani due authority empowred him"; ' which is-ondy46 

" inſtrutt, adwmoniſh ,'forbiti, and m ſome caſesto s &'c, according 

ro the duty of his place , and the wwrhority the had, !both fromthe 

Charch, and from the Word of God : But'he hath nothing 40 do,'46 

_ the prblick, place of a Judge among his Netghbors; or 4s 
Communion to all 'thote that are. by any acculet, as wwmrorthy-or 

Luke 12. 14. ſcandalons : No Reiſon allowing, or 'Rel5g50n commantiing-caary 
Ro or private Miniſter, ' or any private Chriſtians to be. feds er im thi 
x a Fug aver cales, wherein they may be parties ; and through paſſion do injury, 
you? and'by futton __—_ any man, * | | 
It were'to: be deſired intdeed, that fuch Authority avere yeltorrd 

A roghe to'the Chnreh, as' might Judge ant} deeide 44]} cirſes af 'pubIks"ſrane 
Diſcipline, 441, -but white this is denied, we'mult notdeny -Minifters,orpeople, 
arnddne =o their duty, in etlebrating the Lords 'Smpper,, according tothe 


Harboricy Inſtirution, though there'be defetts 1x diſcipline, ag ro thatparrivular; * 


iu the 


1 We muſt not forbear holy autres, when wo johtly «engoy them, 
; << in point of gracious difþoſition and claim: ws. 'T pre abcth 
aefirabit «| Aerted and ordered in point-oÞ po/{#7y und-evtery Diſcipline; as ne 
' , \conld with,andas it were convertent';'bur is nor abſolurety he fey, 

4102s to-extlude the Arnifter, or others from it, who-defire and pre» 

pare'for it, 'by examining themſelves ; - whom no Keaſowor Religion + 
can forbid to\parttke of their ave comforts, "becaufe'of athers faults, 
whereof they carmot 'be- guilty, becauſe they are-noway accefſary; 
not failing in 'any 'privare dry of charity, wherein they Rangdre> 
*Jated to'another ; as reaching, admoniſhing, reproving, forewarniny, 
"y'Cor.11. 28, cc, Phe fame ApoFHe, who blames the wmmnvorthy- veceovery, cfornot 
examining themſthves, and' forbids them-to to-ear, &'c, Commands 
others to: examine them ſolves, arid ſo ro-eat, We, Without regard 46 
any others anworthimeſi ; The conagioryof whole "fin capmet have 
iriftuence 'on anothers grace ; "any more,/than-gracocammake-an- 
others fin leſs, 'Wharſerfe ean there be,7That ebitdren ſhonidbe 
farved,” becauſe there is not power ſiifficient -to%keep away Hldegr, 

from the childrens bread? 'Yet all men'are norpreſently 110been 
or counted dogs, that are not ever in attwal pre areduefi for the S&- 
"kei 22. 3%. pp ament ; or, Who may fal-i ns 25 Reter -did,” whoſe Faith 
did not fail, when he denied Chriſt after the Sacrament ; and lince 


ON 


f 


Good Diſcipline in the Church... _— 7”; 

they have till relation to the Charch., and- y be penitemts. | 

I ſhould be glad to ſee (which I heartily pray for): this Church 
ſo ordered by due order, power, and authority habliſhed in fitting | 
C hurch-Governors and Judges, in ſuch caſes, That none might.be Exod.18.zx: 
admitted to the Lords Swpper, but ſuch asare both by.the Afimiſter, 75 
and chief of the Congregation, ( whoare in the Kowl of Communi- men, Lich as 
cants) allowed and approved, tor knowledge and converſation; yetſo, fear God; mea 
as ſuch allowance or denial may, if need be, have further hearing, of truth, ha- 
and appeal, from this private Miniſter and Congregation ; which is ©" — 
but juſt, roayoid the fattions, injuries, partialities and oppreſſions, acls, Fc, 
which may fall, andoft do, among thoſe Neighbors and Rivals, who 
are ſc}dom meet to be Judges of mutual ſcandals, being ſo oft parties; . 
and beſides their weak, judgments, have ftrong paſſions, and are full of 
grudges and emulations againit each other ; which if not fbefly 
taken up, by other able and indifferent Judges, (who have authority 
lo to 4o) it brings Congregatrons to thole difficulties, which the 
Independent bodies finde, for want of this prudent and orderly remedy 
of grievances and.offences ; which, in a ſhort time (a the pitch, and © 
far, and hair, which Daniel put into the Dragon) break, thers in 
pieces ; one part rending from the other, as impatient to ſubmit to 
their cenſure ; and ſo they come ro Noxn-Communion, and to make 
new Colonies of leſſer Churches, and Bodies ; till they break and 
ſhiver themfelyes to ſuch «ſeleſs ſhreds, ſuch thin and ſmall ſhavings, 
as have neither the ſtaff of beauty, nor of bonds among them : Every 


one by the light of nature conclading, That there can be no power Par in parem 


over others, where there is parity among them ; nor can thoſe have nox babet impe- 

authority over each other, which are in an equality. rlew, 
Nothing would be more welcomg to. Miniſters, and faith» A 

ful people, than to ſee that juſ# power ſerled in the Church, as might __ ” 

by the wiſdom, gravity, and imegrtty of ſuch, as are traly fit to go 

vern, beſt repreis all abxſes and rogryin the {hurch, as to matters 

purely religious : Mean time, we think it betrer to bear with patience 

thoſe defetts, which we cannot hinder oramend ;. and to [»pply them 

(what we can) with private care, induſtry, and diſcretion, than 

either wholly ro deny owr ſelves the-comfort of this Sacrament, which 

the Lord hath afforded us; or elſe to u{wrp to onr ſelves an abſolute 

power and jw iſdittion over others, which neither the Lord hath given 

us, nor the Chareh ; and which, we ſee men do cafily deſpiſe, as a 

matter. of arbitrary uſwrpation, not of authoritative conſtitution: 

And which is ſubjeR, as to many tyranzies,and.abyſes, ſ050.infinite tv i, 

private janglings and diviſions ;.. which no. Adinifter hath leiſure to 12 : 

hear, if he had abilities to compoſe. and {udge.them, being oft. very, ”4 27? 

ſbightful, tedious, and intricate ; yea, and himſelf, poſſibly, aperty, ol 2 

or witzeſ?, and ſometinges the accuſed; "op being (for the moſt part) Eng FR 
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Of Peoples pownv , as id Coniunnitants Rs 
the ableſt in a ('ou1try Congregation to judge of matters, mullt yo 
himſelf be judged according to ſome mens weak Models of Church. 
Government and Di(cipline, both as to his doftrine and mantrs, by | 
his High-ſhoe Neighbors, (which he counts his body,) nor may ie 
have any apfeal from them in an /»dependent way. LON 

21. To that grand Charter and Commiſſion, which ſome plead ; by | 
Of the pro- which every Saint is made a Judge in all things of this ”y with- 
ples judging in the pale of the Church, and is after to be judge of Angels; 1 
in the anſwer , The wiſe and holy «Apoſtle doth not give to one'in 


Church. the Church aftty tuch power, nor to the majority of Chriſtians in 


x Cor.s. 12. any Congregation ; bur rather reproves their folly, that laid any 
1 Cor-6. 132» 5udicative works on thote that were leaſt eſteemed in the Church, 
, BH wot Veil. 4. Whence aroſe that »nſatisfattion as made their differences 


know, thar the greater, and drove them for remedy to go to Law before rhe Civil 


Saints ſhall Tribanals of unbelievers, V.6. to the great (canda] of R<eligion,and 
judge = 1 ſhame of the Church of {orimth ; where being many Chriſtians, and 
orld, a 


, (no doubt) in many diſtin& Congregations, for convenieney of - 

_ TY meeting, the Apoſtle wonders they Sk not be .ſo "wiſe for thek 
the things that own credit and q#tet, as to finde out ſome wiſe and able men, who 
ertain £0 this might be fit ro' judge andend their comroverſies ; as having bothral 
e, abilnties internal, and outward reputation in the Church, allo a pab- 


lickconſent and orderly appointment to the work ; a'l which makes 


a compleat and valid Authority to Judge others ; which can new 
te 


be promiſcuers, in whole bodies, or rabbles of fimple and mean men, 
without both contempt and confuſion ; which imprudent "oy 


mong the Corinthians, the Apoſtle counts both a fauk and 3 


ſhame. 


Of Commu- What places are further wreed for pwrging ont the old leaven; 
'e 


wicants to be for 10t cating with (ſuch an one ; for the non-communion, 


admuted, Cir1ſt and Beliallig ht and davkneſe,cc.They are all fulfilled by evay 
x Cor. 5. 9. Private Chriſtian, when both in conſcierce and converſarion, he kt! 
2 Cor.6. 15, himſelf from concurring, or complymg with any wicked and ſcant 
16. lors perſons, in theirfins 5; reproving and repreſſing them, &$ much 
as morally lies in his place and power : .But the bite view of know- 
Unumguemgue ledge of anothers fin, rſt not hinder him from doing his duty, vt 
aliens precats enjoying his privilege and comforr by 'tlie Sacrimrent s wh I& 
macilari,ommes grids, noton what isin anothers life, or heart, of fin - burton whit 
1,114 [editions | f 4 c 4 > ; , » | 
autores ſolam VE findes Of grace and freparediieſs in his own 3 As to the publich, 
cat:ſam ſepara- honor, and purity, or nnleavenedneſs of the Church, the fpecial yer 
tions fibi aſſu- and care executive licvon thoſe, (not' who are private Chriſtians" 
_OgD cominon, 'but) who have publick, aut hovity in ipecial, to do it, by U 
Jo nie. eaet, Curing, reſtraining, or caſting out ſeardalons offenders 3 wher®t® 
& Auguſt. ep. ©VerY Chniſtian is not called, becauſe nor enabled, either by God - | 
4s. ox man, by gif: or power, to diſcern or judge, and derermine caſe#; 


v 
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. Fra 7 ? 


which is a matter of polity, power, and order in the Church, amd not 
of private peety, . or charity : Nor is it indeed of abſolute neceſlity , 
fo as to deprive good Chriſtians of any holy erdinance, in eaſe 
ſuch power 1s obſtrutted, or hindered, or not eſtabliſhed in the 
Church. | 
Neither Miniſter nor People then ought to refrain from doin 
their duty in the holy celebration of this Sacrament, upon any ſuch 
defeits of external polity, and power, for well-ordering of the Church ; 
but rather, with the more exaRtnels and diligence, exhort one another, 
and prepare by inward graces, for thoſe holy Myſteries ; whole inſti= 
txtion hath no ſuch reſfriftion, either by Chriſt, or the bleſſed Apo- 
ile Paul ; who enjoyns Miniſters and Believers to do this, holly x Cor, xx; 
and worthily, in point of perſonal preparation ; but no word of either 
uſurping a power to reieft others, as they lift, which _— not to 
them ; or clſe, to abſtain wholly from the duty, for want of having 
their will, as roo many do, both People and Miniſters ; tothe great 
grief of many good Chriſtians, and 'to the exceeding flighting and 
diſuſe of that holy Ordinance in this Church , which was wont to be 1 Cor.rr. 15. 
much frequented, which the words of ChriF## import, or enjoyn to be _—_ — —_— 
done oftem#mes in the Church. as yedrink ir; 
For that new coyned form, image and ſuperſcription of a Church , 22. 
that Congregational Charch-Covenant, which no __ or Conncil, Of Charche 
but onely lome private men have lately invented, and'in formal /owenant. 
words magiſterially dilated ( when yet they cry down all other | 
preſcribed forms of adminiſtrations, prayer, or devetionin the Church,) 
By which, ſome men fancy they onely can be rightly made up into 
one lamp or Church-fellowſhip : This > he accuſe us in England for 
the m_ and negleR, when they have ſetus in every corner ſo many 
copies of 1t., ; 
; I anſwer, We have indeed in the Church of Egland, from its 
firſt Chriſtianity, been wholly without this covenanting way ; and I 
chink, both happily and moſt willingly we had been foftill, fince 
there appears no more ground for it in Scripeare precept, or Churches - 
paterns z nor is there -any' more need of it, as to the peace and polity 
of the true Church of Chriſt, than there is of remts and parches in a 
fair and whole Garment. Who knows nor, that like rey gourd Jonh 4. 105 
| itis (filins, nofti5) the produttion of yeſterday ; riſen from the dark- 17M 52; 
neſs and diviſions of mens mindes : The fruit of diſcontent; ſepara- 
tion, and ſelf-conceit, for the moſt part 3 though, 'it may be, nurſed 
upay devout and well-meaning Chriſtians ; yet'it looks like 
thoſe baftard brats which the atians and Donat:Fts of old bes 
gan every where ; which were like 1ſmacls to Iſaac, mockers 
and contemiters of the true Churches Communion, Order , and 


Peace, | 
P 2 | We 


"i 


F LES ES, 
Nd EY. Sb 


VVe do not think this Covenant any more effentia] to the Be« 
ing of a true Church, than John Baptift; Leathem girdle was to his 
being a Man, or a Prophet : Itis an eafie and ſpecioms novehy, . | 
therefore pleaſing to common people, becauſe within their graſp and 
reach; which its Proſelytes, that forlake and abhor the Engliſti 
Churches Order and Communion, do wrap and hug themſelyes in as 
much, as any Paps/# doth in his adherence to the Komar party, or in 
his hopes to -be buried mn a Monks Cow! : Beſides, it carries this. 

eat temptation with it, of gratifying the common profeſſor with 
ome ſhew of Power and Government , which he (once covenant-- 
ed into that Church-way) ſhall ſolemnly exerciſe : But (in goods 
earneſt) to ſober Chriſtians, who he.ve no ſecret by as of diſcontent or 
intereſt to ſway them , this new faſhion of their Church-Covenam, 
ſeems to have, as no command or example in Scripture, fo no prece- 
dent in amiquity ; nor is it recommended for any excellent effetts of 
prudence or peace, Which it produceth, either to private Chriftians; | 
or the publick welfare.of the Reformed Churches. Some look on it . 
as a mark of Schiſmatical confederacy, which carries in its Bowels 
viperine principles, which are deſtruQive to the quiet of Srates and 
Kingdoms, as well as of Charches, 

If any finde any good or contentment in it, as a #ye, or pledye 
of Jove, in private fraternities ; yet they vaſtly oyeryalue it, to ay 
it up, as a matter, no leſs neceſſary to the Being of aChmrch,” or w 
being of Chriſtians, than the skinis to the Body ; when, alas, itis 
but a cloak lately taken up, which never fel from Elias his ſhould- 
ers.; and ſeryes rather- ro cover ſome mens infirmities and diſcontents 
againſt this Church of England, than much to keep them warm, 'of' 4 
adorn them as Chriſtians. V'Ve ſhall.give a poor account of former 
{burches or Chriſtians, if this covenamting invention ſhiould be of 
fuch concernment to Chriſtianity. To which it ſeems to many wile 
and good men as ſ«perfluons, as it were tobindea man with wilps of 
ſtraw, when he is already bound with chains of gold ; with more 

. firmand pretious tyes. | p 
For, every true and conſcientious Chriſtian knows and ' owns 
himſelf to have upon his Conſcience, far more ftrit and indi{ohible 
ro; not qu pe For and creation, but of the Law and Wirdef' 
0a; ye, and of (Priſtian covenant, and profeſſion, by his baptiſ= 
mal-vow ; beſides, that of the: other Pans. 7- *1fo his = 
Vows, promiſes, and repertings, &c,' All which ſfrialy binde the | 
conſcience of all good Chriſtians 'to all duties of pier nurnuege 


_— to the relations, (private or publick, civil or facred) wheres 
in they ſtand to God or man. 0 


j And further, we ſee by daily experience; That theſe ſorry with 
of mans invention, obtruded asdivine and neceffary upon wm” 


eo 


Peoples inconflancy and weahneſs. 0 — © 
ind Churches, binde not any' of theſe wew: (rall beter or bundler; fo | 
taſt, but that they continually'are breaking ,:ſeparar ing; "and;ſcatter- 
ing, into as many frattions and ſubdiviſons, "as they have  beady x,,0; fb; thats 
mindes, fancies, and hwmors among them. And this they do, with- per diſpa eff &+ 
out any lenſe of ſin or ſhame; yea, for the moſt part, with an angry ®ſcolm, quantd 
glorying, deijifing, and defying of one another ; when, burlateiy; _—_ © Age 
they boalted in how rare a way they were of CY, and;,,, Shots, 
Saintly-communion ; not, as Members of Chriits Body, the Catho« 
hke Church, grounded and grown up'in' trwth and /ove'; but onely Eph. 3. 174 
as pieces of wood, way {te together, by reciting a form of words, 
which they call a Churoh-Covenant, which a little ſpittle, or wetdif- 
ſolyes : Nor do they make. any ſcruple to mowider: and divide, if 
once they cotne-to diSÞute and differ in the leaſt kinde. - .Sorhard-is it! 
for any thing to hold long together, which is compacted of | weak, 
judgements and ſtrong paſſions, 

Laſt of all, It is evident in the experience of all wiſe ({hriftiansy 
That this narrow and ſhort thong of private Bodying , Church-eave- 
anting, cannot extend fo far, as is neceſſary * for the Churches gene- 
ral peace, order, and welfare, in reference to'jts more publick,relati- 
ons, and neceſſities ; which oft require ſtronger and more effettwal 
remedies : Yea, thefe ſmall ſtrings Lon: home ug each particular 

- Congregation apart (as if it were a #mb tobe let blood) makes them 
at length grow benwmed, and leis ſenſible of that! common. ſpirit of 
love and clawty » by which; each Menibexr is knic'to the larger parts, 
and fo to the whole Body of the Church; to whoſe common good, 
they ougt wiſely and charitably to be more intent, than to their 
particular Congregations ; Which are, but as the Pettiroex or little 
Fingers of the Church : - Which may not a&,or. be confidered, other- 
ways, than asthey are, and ſubhiſt ; which is, ;not -apart by them- 
ſelves ,- nor onely- in relation to am Þaxd or foot, to which they are 
more immediately conjoyned ; but, as in an higher relation to the 
whole Body , of which, they are veal parts, ſervient to the whole; 
and as much concerned in the common good and preſervation of the 
whole (if not more) than of themlelyes, or any particular part or 
Member. A Chriſtian muſt not dea]- out his chariry, by retail and 
ſmall parcels onely, as to private Fraternities, and Congregations ; 
but allo by whole-ſale, to the ampler proportions-of Chrifts zhurch ; | 
according as he ſtands in large and publick relations ;- the due regard 
_ e, m_ won | gms, —_ be- di d 
withal, nor huffiedoff, by faying; Iam of fuch a Congregational x Cer.za.uu;/ 
Body, or Covenanting es qr more, . than the Javed wir Bip T.-+ age 
am not'of the head, nor neer it ; and fo will hayeno care of 4t. | 

We arc therefore ſo far from being admirers of the ſmall talents 
and weak inventions of thoſe men, in ſo grezt a matter, as the con- - 

| P 3 ſiruting 
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| ſitucing andconſerying of a #r«e Church, by Jo poor: and feeble a 


2 Kings 2.2 3 


| 6 "Wi 


enpine, 'as this of private compatts and covenamings ; (by which, 
beams a f_ pens, and rongues, and brows, tobatter and. 


demoliſh the great and goodly Fabrick,, and Communion, of this and 
all other National (hwrches ; which are cemented together by excel- 
lent Laws, and publick Conftitutions , ſo as to hold an honorable 
anion wich themſelves, and the whole Cathelike Church,) That we 
rather wonder at the weakneſs and fimplicity ot. thole inverters and 
abetters, who in common reaſon cannov be ignorant , that agin 
civil refpetts, and polity, ſo in Eccleſiaſtical, no private fraternities, 
in families , nor Corporations, (as in Towns and Cities). can. yacate 
thoſe more publick, and general relations, or thole tyes of dry and 
ſervice , which each Member ows to the Publick , whereof it is 


but a part; and it may be o inconfiderable an one, that for its ſake, - 


the greater good of the publick,, ought not in Reaſon or Religion, tobe 
prejudiced, or any way negleted : No more ought it to be .in the 


Churches larger conceryments, for Peace , Order, and Governs . 


mene, "R 

Nay, we dare appeal to the Conſciences of any of thoſe Body» 
ing Chriſtians, (whom charity may preſume to be godly and judici+ 
ous ;) Whether they fande in Scriprare, or have caule to think, That 
the bleſſed Apoſtles ever conſtituted ſuch ſmall Bodies of Covenanting 
Churches ; when there were great numbers, and many Congregations 
of Chriſtians in any City, Province, or Country ; fo as each one 
ſhould be thought abſolute, Independent, and no way ſubordinate to 
another ? Whether cver the Apoſtles required of thoie leſſer handfuls 


of Chriftians, (which might, and did, convene in oneplace) to 
hic 


ſuch explicite Forms, or Covenarts ;- beſides thoſe holy bonds, w 
by believing, and profeſſing of the Faith, by Baptiſm, and Exchariſti» 
cal communion, were upon them ? Or, Whether the bleſſed Apoſtles 


} 


would have queſtioned, or denied thoſe to be true Chriſtians, and in 


a true Church, or have ſeparated from them, or caſt them off, as not 
ingrafted in Chritt, or growing up in him , who, without any ſuch 
bodying in ſmall parcels, had profeſſed the Name of the-£ardJe(w 


Chri#t, in the due uſe of Word, Sacraments, ap Miniſtry 7 wht 
d ſought * 


endeayored to lead a holy, and orderly life, thetnſelves, - 
by all means, which charity, order, or authority allowed them, tore» 
preſs the contrary in others > No doubt the Apoſtles wiſdom and 
charity, was fax enough from the wamonneſs and wncharitableneh 
of ſome of theſe mens ipirits; who, do not oncly mock & Jurcy 
and its Miniſters, as the children did £/5ſhe, the Prophet 


Sed 
ſeck rodeſtroy them, as the ſhe-bears did the children. Sure en 
the Apoſtles, inſtead of ſuch ſevere cenſwres, peeviſh diſputes,” and 


rigorous ſeparations, would have joyned with, and xe jayerd. in 
auth, 


*% 


Church of England, s true Churchs 225 
Faith, Ordev, and Unity of luch (hurches, ſuch Chrifian,and ſuch 
Minitters, Where=-ever they had met with them, in all the World , 
without any fuch ſcrmple, orſcandsl , for their not being firſt broken 
into Independent Bodies, and then bound up by private covenantings ; 
which are indeed no other, than the rackivg, diſtorting, aud di(laca- 
tions of parts, tothe weakning and deforming of the whole, | 
V Ve covet not a better or truer conflitnuted Church, than ſuch, 
25 we are moſt confident, the wiſdom and charity of the Apoftles Col.z.g, 
would haye approved in the m4» .;. however un lome leſſer things, 1oying and bee 
they might gext{y reprove, and reform them, as they did divers far# ous nar ng, "-o M 
and flowriſhing Cherches. And luch a Church, we have cnjoyed in gedfatneſs. of 
Englaxid, (by Gods mercy) before ever we knew thole mens! wnhappy your faich in 
novelties, or cruelties, who teek now to divide, and utterly deſtroy Chriſt, 
us, unleſs we conform to their deforming principles and pratti(es. 
And however, we have not been wholly without the ſpots of humeane 
infirmities ; yet we have profeſſed Jeſws (hrift, in thatiruth, order, 
purity, and ſincerity, which gives us comfort. and courage, to claim 
the (fea) privilege of being true Chriſtians, and a true Chugch ; 
that is, a very confiderable, famons, and flouriſhing part, branch, or 
Member of that ( atholikg Churreh, which profeſſeth vifchly, or be 
l:eves ſavingly, a the Name of Jeſws Chrift, the Head of the whole 
Body, and of every part; to whom. we arc /united, by the ſame com- 
mon Faith, ſhare 4 (harity, to one 'another. Certainly, the beſt 
Churches and Chriſtians, were antienty like the goodly bunches of 
Grapes, which the Spies between them (as an emblem of Numb.23.n4; 
Chriſt cracified) hanging on a ſtaff ; fo fair, ſo full, ſp great and axi- 
red clufters : From which, notmall ſleps didever willingly divide, or 
rend to Schiſm, but preſently they became, mot as the frass of. {a- 
naan, but as fowr Grapes, fit onely to ſet raens teeth 0n.edge ; wher- 
ing them to.bite, and devowr one another. 
For the maner of each particular holy Adminiſtration im our 


Church, to anſwer all the ſmall cavils, which men liſt ro make, isto 734. —_ 
encourage too much their perulancy ; and t0 make them too much [p;e14 of rþy 
maſters of ſober mens time and Jeiture : Onely this +0 and faith- Chyrch of 


fol (bield, * Learned men heretofore have, and we do ſill, hold forth, England 

to repel all their darts and arrows, That both in the Ordination of * See thoſe Re 
our Miniſters, and in their celebration of hely things, and in its verend and 
Government, Order, and Harmony, the. Church of England hach Learned Wri- 
followed the cleareſt ywles, in Serjptare, and the beſt parerns of the path, Bitkop 
antient ('hurches ; onely enjoying thoſe Chrsſtian bberties of  pru+ .DoQar- 
dence, order, and decency, which we'ſce the ious wiſdom of Fil, Maſter 
Chriſt hath allowed his Church ; and which particular Churches O_ , 
have always uſed and enjoycdin their extern rires andenſtoms , with , 1 Ex his 
variety, yet withour blemiſh, as to the Inſtitutions of Chuilt, or to 


the 


- . "= 
Bfſentials of a vrue Church in England. 
the ſoundneſs in the Faith, or to any breach of 'Charity, ar any | 
prejudice and ſcandal to cachothers liberties in thoſethings. 2 
So that thoſe b»/ie flies upon the Wheels of this Chariot, the _ - 
Reformed Church of England, (in which the Gofpel of Jeſus (hrift © | 
hath hitherto been carried among us, for many years, with gre 
trinmph and ſuccef) have ftirred up very little du/# ; fo as might ' | 
þlinde any eyes (that are nor full of mores and beams,  orblood-ſhat= 
zen) from ſeeing clearly, and evidently, a trne Chriſtian Church, 
true Miniſtry, andiruly religious Adminiſtrations among us. Bleſſed 
be God, though theſe ſowr Momnſſes finde or make ſome faults and 
flaws in leſſer matters, the mending of which they moſt oppoſe 
and hinder ; yettheir Rtrength cannot ſhake the foundations of 'our 
Jeruſalem , which are of pretious pearls, and ſolid tones; nor can 
their malice overthrow our grand and goodly pillars ; the 1rne:and 
able Miziſfters, and their holy Miniſtrations, of Word and Sacre» 
ments, among Profeſſors of the Faith , who do, as unqueftionably- 
conſtuute a true Church, as a reaſonable ſoul and body make a trae 
man. ' __ 
Eſſentials of It is well, ſome of their charity, is fuch that they allowus (for © © 
a true they cannot ſhift it,) thus much : Firſt, That we have the 6xeh + 
Church in true ground, and ſure rule of Religion, the written Word of Gad; + 
England. that, beyond this, we hold nothing as a matter of faith, or Chriſtian * 


1 Tum.6.3, duty - Secondly, That we celebrate the ' holy Sacraments "according 


to the ſum and ſubſtance of the divine Inftitution : Thirdly, That * 
Bhil.1, 27, our conver[ation aims tobe ſuch, as becomes the Gofpel in all maner 

of _ to the ſaying of our own, and: others fouls. What cat 

theſe Ariſtarchuſſes carp at in the ground of owr faith," the Serips 
tures; the Seals of our Faith, the Sacraments; the life 'of our © 
Faith, holy converſation ; and the end of our faith, the ſalvation'of * 
our ſouls ? Ts it not ſtrange, That all theſe ſweet and fair flowers of 
Chriſts planting and watering, ſhould grow fo we!l in that; which 
{ome cal Babylon? in Antichrifts Garden ? or on the Devils dung 
hil* That, it ſhould be no rr#e Churchof (Chriſt, which owbsno- 
thing for Religions, but what js according! to the tr#th of Jeſmsy 
either commanding or permitting, inſtituting or indulging ; of pions 


neceſſity, ox of prudent [iberty, ; 
We ſhould put theſe rigid Catoes too much to the bluſh, for 
heir w-natural ingratitude tothe Miniſters, and Church of Emglandy)® 
ﬀf we ſhould ask them: Whence they had this privilege, -by which | 
they own themlelves to be (Chriſtians 7 whence this power: ro-caſly ' 
or call themſelves into Bodies or Churches, as: Believers x (which is 
by them preſuppoſed ;) whence they had (till: of late )- their © 
#nſtruttion (for the moſt part) in the knowledge of Fehr e>. 
Sure theſe holy leaves or fruits grow nar, but in the Pate: _ 


of Priguriders'ts be abana ang airy, 

of the Church of {raft:4- iti cur own rwde inyedes arid anriffal 
atures 3 not among deſolate Tndians;} abftimete Jens; wn barbareds 
Tarks ; andnot often un proivare cloſets and e&xers.;; which nournſh 
a reglett and contempt  Pablick Ordinances, Bur if theſe. men 


"ey 


were (elf-taugbt and rogverted, yer lure, 2105 ſelſ-baptized roo »\nor- "| 


their Teachers, ſelf-ordained 400 5 If shey had nothing, af theirChrie = 


{/tiavity. from the \Moniſiry; of the Ghnich. of 'Englind:;, It is no 
wonder they prove tuth Scholars, tuch C briſtians,rand tuch Preach» 
ers, as lome of them ſeen to be ; having becn their own eMaſers, 
Miniſters, and Baptizers > They arc indeed, onely worthy of theme 
{elves, and of wiſcr mens pity, \ RT TERETE RS 


For that (anepiume}-the 76rege 4:91 reſerve of ſome meh (by ==  - 
which, as Eagles they would icem to {gar our of. fight, and to build Of Bhs - 
their Neſt on a Reck,' that is »Þ than our ordinary 'Reafov, Rg» ons to be 4- 


ligion, and Experience can reach ; 
ſpired, ſpecially called, and taught 


not to beJieye them upon 4heir bare word, (which hath. not:al 


been ſo ture,) tl] they demonſtrate, and proye it better, by Gads Ward, diately, 


and their berier maners ; For which, we will give themrime e I, 


Mean while, we are ſure, the beſt Chriſtians among them, were made - - 
juch, by the ordinary, 4fGniſters of this Church; and theſe made : * - 


as if they were. immedrately | ine bove any a 
of God, baptized by his Spirit ; Mini ry, 4 
withoutany Miniſter, or ourward Miſtry, they mult give us leave, rav 


"4 of 


Miniſters by noother means but that: Ordination, derived. from; and -** ©* 
alcendingup -$0the bleſſed ApoHes, whom Chriſt firſt choſe: to be. + ..... 


Diſciples, and after ordained and ſext tham as Publickh, Miniſters , + 
not onely, as to perſonal diſcharge, but as to ſuceeſſional deſeem... 


Theſe were Eagles indeed, who flew -bigh ii their knowledge and 


piety, yet Rooped low in their humility and eharity.r Thoſe others 


of a new brood, arc mexelike yorg Cackoes, which devour the Bird, in 
whoſe neſt, 'and by whole ifoitering,, they were: hatched, Some of 
chem have bromide z I would they bad more:b»wility and charity , 
they would not dil 

them ; even this (now) ſo poor, detolated, beaten, torn, and waſted 
_—_ wc and its ( Antishriſtias ) Miniſters, a8 hey pleaſe 
to call t "x '3 kh, YEP 7x | 


ain to own the-parents thatbegat-and educared_- 


ww 


Be it ſo ; ſome mens tongue is no flander ; If we-neither adde” © 


to, Nor detraR from the Sereprures, 128 Jews, why got and Exch « 
fafts do; If weerre inno fundamemet: of faith, or mavers q" if 


we refulc no duty divinely required ; if we aJlow no era 11 our 
ſelves, or others ; if we drive 9n no worldly defigns injurjouſly, or 
hypocritically ; but ſtudy ro approve ourſelves in all geabineſi nod 
honeſty, with meckneſt of wiſdom v0 8) men , we need no more feap 
the drops of proviſh gets or daſbrs of walreions pens, (ns ta the 
hover and comfort of 


ing 4 ar the true Church of ay 


114 Peoples power in Church affairs. Wo 
than a cloth dyed in grain, need to fear: ſtains by the aſperfions i © 
dirt, caſt on it by unclean and envious hands. -- "x 4 
25. 4. But it is objcRed againſt us in England, That neither Chapeh © 
Of the power nor Miniſter of England, did, or do own that high and mighty prick. + 
of the People ciple of all Church power, which ſome call, The People, + + 
in Church eAnſw. True indeed : Although we highly love and eftrem 'y 
affairs. Brethren, the faithful and humble people , 'for whom Chrift hath 
died ; yet we are not of ſo ſpungy and popwlay a ſoftneſs, as to own 
any part; or Congregatiun, or Body of People, to be the original, 
or conduits of any Spiritual or Church power ,, which no ras, and - 
wiſe men ever clteemed tobe Popular or Democratical, but ratheran 
excellent Ariſtocracy ; where many able men were in- Counſel, and 
ſome one eminent in order and authority among them. We do net 
dig, or deſcend to theſe low valleys, for theſe holy waters ; mordo'we 
ſcek for the —_—_— of it through ſuch crazy and crooked -piper;- 
nor do we hope to draw it forth out of ſuch broken Cifterns, whith 
can hold no ſuch waters :: We have them from higher fountains; und 
Marth, 28.19, derrye them in ſfrarter channels, and conſerye t in- fitter v# 


than the v#/garity of even honeſt Chriſtians can be pretumed'rohe: - 

That is, from the ordinary Power, and conſtant Commiſſiun, which 
Marth. 16. 19. from Chrift was derived to the ApoFtHes,. and from them to' their 
Marth.18. 18,-Sxcceſſors in their ordinary Miniſtry, and (burch power, \in-after | © 
John 20-23 ages'; who had this peculiar power of the keys of Heaven, tobintieer 
au gbrur, Paſ- remit; to gather, to yy to feed, and to govern the ſeveral 4pans 


cere cum impe- of the (Church in ('/ 
E _ ; them. Ny : | | 
_— People may rudely wreſt theſe keys our of true Biſhops and : 
"A _ Miniſters hands, but it 1s evident, they were iy foe "4 
Revel.12.5. them, by the great Maſter of the Honſe, Jeſms' Chriſt; nor-do they - 
&19. 15, Know howto uſe them, unleſs ir be to break-their heads. with them,. 
I , whom Chriſt hath ſet as ſtewards in his houſhold + Theſersfirh 
Vale ex verj- and raſh yndertakers to reform, and controul all, are onely probable © 
rare pauce, ex to ſhipwrack themielves, and many others , and the whole Ship of 
——_— this may by ya the ckiiful Pilots, ( rhe true" Biſhops dud * 
eſtan. o Miniſters) fromthe Helm, and putting in their places 'every"bold - 
— a and {implc Swobber, 4 5. n Ze 
Yet are the populacy flattered by ſome, to this dangerous i#* 
ſolency and error, who putting fire to this thatch, inſtead of the * 
Chimney, do but provoke the poor people to theifown hurt 5+ - 
for(ake their own mercies ; and to injure” both their own, and others 
fouls : Mean time; ſober and wile Chriſtians cannot but ſmile; with 
ſhame, ſorrow, and indignation , to fee, how ſome Plebeian Preach- I 
ers, who are new riſen, as from the ſlime of the earth, (in whom m 


Prometheus bath breathed any ſpark; of heavenly fire ; of 'ſpiritimal, | 


7 1 


iſts ſtead, and name, orderly committed" to I 


> 


divine, and truly miniſterial power 3) to lee (I-ay) how theſe 
Teachers have brought themſelves by a voluntary hamility, to de- 
pend on peoples ſuſffrages and charity; nor onely for maintenance, but 


tor their very Miniſtry 5 being now funk to low, as to' flatter their £ 


good Maſters, with this paradoX or ange principle < Thac they (as 


the people, or body, be they never ſoifew and zcan) have areciprotal os 
powey, to beget thoſe, who are to be their Spirntmal Farhers, that by ..... 


a more than Pythagorean Metemphycoſis, the Power, Spirit, and 


Authority of - Jeſus Chrift' , who was (ent by his Father, and fo. {ext John 20. 201 
his «Apoſtles, and they others, in the ſame Spirit, 10'be: Fathers, " 
;this Spirirvand+ Av 


Paſtors, Rylers, Stewards,&c. That at lengt 
wo ſhould rran{migrate" (we know not how, nor when) into 
the very maſs and bulk of ;commen people, if they be bur Chriſtians of 
the loweſt form 5; animating them in the whole;-and in every part, 
or parcel of them, with ſuch- plenitude of Church power ,' as 'enables 
them to be all Kings and Prieſts, Paſtors and Teachers, —_ 
and Apoſtles, if need be ; and if they liſt andif they have leiture ; 
or, if not to a& ſo in their own:perſpns (having more profitable em- 
ployments,) yet they- have:virtwally, and eminently in them, as 
much power, as Chriſt had, and uſed, or left tro any men; w 

to conſecrate and ordain true CMinifters; to try and teach thoſe 

that are to teach them ;, to-rule their Reailers ;- to diſcipline. their 

Shepherds ; to govern their Governors ;\ to turn, not onely Refigion 
out of doors, but even all Reaſon, Order, and Civikry, dpldde down, 
rather than not exerciſe wn ory reg Senn. eſpecially, if ir ſerve 
to ſecular advantages : Andall this, becaule theyare told, they aze 
the (hmrech ; at. ſo-may :ere& all {Þurch power, as in them, and 
from them. This fancy/is able ro make a plain Comntry-Chriftian 
ftand on his Tiptoes 4 and-to-bring- all his fam#i{y'to ſee himand his 
other-like members, making up-this glorious Body, which he calls 'bus 
(hurch ; that they may be witneſſes, with how inuch folly, and fim<- 
plicity, andelamor, and confidence , he with his Nei * Jay EXA= 
wines, approves or reprovts, refuſeth or chooſeth, and ordains all 
officers, and ſome new faſhioned Miniſter. or Paſtor : ' Who (poor- 
man) muſt neither Preachnor Pray, not eat, nor look; otherways, than. 
pleaſeth theſe fad and filly, yer very tupercilious pieces of bopnlay 

pride, and itching arrogarcy ; nor can ſuch an hungry and timorouws 

Paſtor ever be ſetjed, or fafe in this Paſtoral Azthority , unleſs be 


= +” 


. ” 8 by 


26. 


have the trick of Faftion ; which'is fill to ingratiate with the major Common 
rt of this his flock; who will (otherways) as'cafily puſh and beat. people nor fir. 


ins oxt of this fold, or break all to pieces; as-everthey 
by a profanc eaſineſs, and popular i T2 ANY 


witred bim tramanage 
Church _ 


But I muſt with leſs ery, and more honeſty, 1c)1 this Gene- power in 


ration of perverſe ſurpers, this truth, (which is not unwelcome t© chief, 
Q 2 | ſober 


- 
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226 Proplerincapacity.tomaencee pever, 44 
ſober ſpirited Chriſtians, ) That the weighr of Chrifti doth tor 
at all hang on this popwlar pin; which is no where to befound, bu 

$56, mie in their light beads, and heavy bands"; neither Reaſon, nor Relig. 
7s Loiflue on, (fince men werc redeemed from the barbarity of Acorns, Nahod- 
curly, Naz. ne, and Dexs,) ever thought the plebs, or common people ought robe 
Or. 25. wy 4ll in all, if any thing atall ; either in conferring or managing, eirhtt 
ay __ 44ie- Civil or Church power but leaſt of al}, thar part of power 
xn, Cicm. Al. which 1s proper for the making of a Mimſter, in the way of du 
mb. Ordsnation, (of which I ſhall after give a fuller account ; ) For this 
=p th is that, to which they generally have leaff f vat either of know« 
IT Np: ledge, learning, holineſs, or diſcretion - Befides, it would thence fol- 
" * low, that, ſo ſoon as any Sett or Fattron of people can get bur mam- 
bers, and conrage, they may do what they lift, in this plenitudeef 
power, without the leave of Magiſtrates or Miniſters, int (hnrch © 
or State. Theſe are peſtilent principles, which are not onely permici- © | 
ons to the Church, but to any civil Societies; threatning: nor our 
f.zitþ onely, bur our parſes and throats. F007 it 
Nor did ever any wiſe men(what ever is pretended, at any time, 
to amn(c the peepl-, and to {crve an occaſion intend, or ets 
community, or vulgar peop'!e (with their mwaſſie bodies and numerem 
hands) really to attain, uſe, or enjoy, any ſuch ſapreme pownrint * 

civil adminittrations: If once ſaverain power be gotten, ' thought by 

the means of ſuch credulows afſiftants ; yer, whatever the popula 
may flatter themſelves with, it never is, nor can-wilely and tappily 

be managed by them , bur rather without them, abovye- thetn, 4 
many times againſt them. | | : ek, 
Power precarious, that is ſuch as depends upon a pepwlar principlt, | 

or plebeian account, \uch as fometime was armong the f ornnt— 

and Romans, is, 'for the moſt part, but.ain' Empire epoery, of 
fartery, or falſity ; Where (atbcſt) witeand valiant men nuy'oftbe 
forced to proſtrate themie ves to thi arbirremene of the 'yulear $ who 
are injurious efteemers and ungratctul requiters even *of che molt 

prblick. merits. But (oftentimcs) the peoples prerended power, and 1% , 

rereſt, 1s made uſe of in ſpecious terms, andcunning agitations, oe 
ly to ſerve the turn of rr7bnlexr, ambitions,” and' : prrits "6 
Church and State ; whoſe eaxvy or ambition eatily'teacherh the'ere® 
dulous community to eſteem the over-meriting of rhe beſt wen, and 
35 Lai to be their greateſt oppreſſion, and moſt deſervi 
(Oftraciſm)baniſhment, or diſgrace. 1 te, Sapeg ag 
Par ptucorum The Life of Gover 1mremr, and Sombof 


. . 
a 


33 ” T2708; 

Drminioy; i is,' that _ 4 

baminum vite . power and reſolution, which: is im the hand” of :og& 6) more 
fute erevit 1m- potent men ; who are always intent todeſerye well of the people, 5&# 
— Saluſt. \1ways able to curb and repreſs their inſolency afid intonſancy. 
om.T 2. 4+ ; Ab | 1 

Without this awthentick power of che: Sword, (whichiis norco ben 


| Of pawey tn the people; it97 
/u v4in, and agaieſt Which" there is vo 1vfng up) Government 67 Eme« Prok.z0,31. 
pire, is a meer arke# withour a ſox}; Tike Yet beer, or evaporated 
wine, Or 2 rotten poſt, which every one delpiferh.. It is indeed one 
point of wiſdom and'trae henor, to deſerve well of the people, ſoas 
ro gain their Joye ; but the higheft and ſafe principle of policy ito: © 6) 
command them by power to j#ff fear : For thew love is'no lonper: 
to be truſted, if once they ceafe to fear, and revere their Governors. 
The goodneſs and gemleneſs of Magiſtrates muſt not feken or meth- 
eat their power ; nor- their power vg and wire-draw their good- 
nels; Princes and Governors are , if they preſume commons 
people at any time to be ſuch Saints, and fo natured, thar they -: .: 
need not power effeual and ſoverain ro command and reſtrain them, 
as Bcafts ; to {et banks and boundaries to them, as to great waters ; 
whole force is not ſeen, but in their er»ptions and diſorders ; and 
they are then beft and moſt ufeful, when kept and direRed in fuch a 
courſe and chanel, as reftrains them from ſhewing how great'a pro 
perſity and fury they have todo miſchief, if once they get btberty ; 
which ſoon turns the flattering ſmoothnets of it Fortne fonath - 00 * 
threatning tortuoſities, and dreadful gre > = | 
And to on the other fide, Governors are not fate, if they foapply 
and uſe rigid force and ſeverer dominion, as if they forgarthat they 
ruled men (and not ) who are ſenfible of gemlenefs, and may 
be obliged to quietneſs hamanity. Rehoboam ' might have com- x Kings 133 
tinued the heavy yoke of his wiſe Fathers taxes and burthens , if he 
had but fo lined it with ſoft words, and conrtly blandiſhmems, as it - 
ſhovid not much have d their necks ; which c#ſtom will hazders, ' 
and kindwefs make unſcnſible of what they bear. 'Ic is not imagina- RE 
ble, how much commer gre! will bear, it they ſee they muſt z- Nox 
how little rhey will bear, if they feethey may rebel ; their complain- 
ings or twmultnary petitionings, are menacings ; when they declare, 
that they cannot longer undergo” legal burdens, their meaning is, 
they will not 3, and onely want power to at. Neceſſity and force 
makes the yulgar tame, with their frengeh, and paticnr, as Aſſes, - 
but wanton. and prefampruous fancies makes them, as the Vmicors, Job 39. g. 
impatient of the moſt honeſt ſubieft5on : No'condition of Governe 2 rag dn ba- 
ment ever pleaſed all that were Swbjetr; and moſt are” prone "to be & wir inuate 
unfatisfted with the preſent ; whatever it is, they fancy and hope , Thacih 
change may be better for their i=tereſ#. Therefore, the calmeſt tem- 
pery of people muſt not be truſted; no more than the ſmiles of Hat- 
cion Seas. Wiſe Pilots know, there is no'point of the 'Compals, 
whence a tempeſt may not cothe z nor is there any commorion, - 
ot inclination to troubles, whoſe imprefſion the vulgar will nor eafily 
receive and raiſe to a fforw: Thiey are like' a Wag ne hp kept 
up with engines, on the top of a hill ; if onee it e, welt 
| Q 3 . 


and falling downward, it drives it ſelf ; Motion -adding' an impery. 
to 1ts weight ; the (aw: many, or multitude, arc always the mos- + 
dangerous, by how much leſs ſufpetted . Neceſſity of obeying, is ; 5 
molt men bur the cover of hypocrifie ; except in. ſome few, | whom * 
Rom,t3.F* conſcience makes ſubjeRX ; and who upon Chreſtian principles, chuls *: 
rather with patience to ſuffer under any lawful Magiſtrates, than wy {* 
conteſt with them, although they were ſure, to conquer :' Fearingno }- 
oppreſſion or tyranny {o much, as that of fin;; asno fin ſo much, as © 
f Sam.15-23. that of rebellion, either againſt God, or thoſe;thax are in Gods & 0 
and authority over them. Fattious ſpirits, which poſleſs ns men 
2 Kings 8, 13, (though they are NnNOt awar of it, more than Hazael! was. of his) ; 
cafily, make furprizes upon ſlackned, weakned , or over-confidem. 
power 3 Whoſe ſecurity as to mens peaceful tempers, makes it Jels 
vigilant. | Mo: 

. The true temperament is, where juſt and indifþutable power 
avenrie x9- 15 ſo wiſely managed,as renders Goverzors, rather aug«ft. than dreads 
wikemuer nginar f'of ; rather venerable as Parents, than formidable as Maſters ; though 
wie Canzeric © the Body Politick, ſeem never 10 fauly fleſhed with loye,. and :kinned 
ag? —_ over with kindnels, yet there 1s neither ffrength nor ſafety in it, uti 
I — leſs the fmews and bones of majeſty, real and { {rlaga Fn 

maintained. Ir is enough, and as much as is ſafe for common peo» 
ple, to have the fancy and imagination of that power and. liberty, 
which their depwties, re eſematives,or Tribunes tongues may take'in 
publick. Conventions and Parliaments : But it is dangerous fortheme. 
ſelves, as well as for their Magiſtrates, ever to let them tamper at. 
the lock of majeſty and ſovereimy, with the Key of | Power; for if 
they cannot fairly and eaſily open .that door, ge fary and im« 
patience they will break it open by violence ; if they be not oyers _ 
awed. There is no ( Arcanum). Myſtery or Secret of Empire, like* 
to that of keeping iuch es as evil men may fear, and good men _ | 
will love ; beca pony now it is for the pblick good ; and though _ 
it ſhould lie heavy on 7 yet it is not {o terrible, as to be ground 0: 
berween two milſtones of r1wal powers in civil diſſentions. Ho 

No wiſe Magiſtrate therefore, either .in policy or conſcience, that _ 
is once inveſted in due authority ſoverein, will ask the people leave, 
either to have it, or to uſe it.: The ſofter formalities ſometime uled 
to ask the peoples conſent, (not in their bulk and heard) bur in their 
proxees and deputies, is bur a complement ; - and where prevalent 
powerasks, it is neyer denied ; noris iteverasked, but where con» 
quering or hereditary power knows men darenor refuſe it. No pets 
ſonal] title or pretenſion to ſovercinty is ſo unjuſt, which people will + 
not confirm by their conſent : In which, their worldly widom looks ©  * 
more to their own ſafety, and the publick peace, than to any pat» . 
ticular mans right and intereſt ; as they are waſted and. — by - 


Of Church power in the people, 
conteſting with thoſe, that are to Rtrong for them; ſothey would 
ſoon be too hard for themlelyes , and moſt their own enemies, if 
they ſhould be left to arrogate, of exerciſe power according to their 
own various fancics , brutiſh motions, and prepoſterous appe- 


tites. | | 
Therefore, God who is (qnbSemmne) 4-lover of mankinde, hath 
ſo ordered in his providence; that, «where any peopleare bleſt, fome 
one or few men, who'are wiſer than the pong annoy allo ſtronger, 
by an orderly and well-united ſtrength ; thereby-preſerving them= 
' ſelves, andthe publick, from thoſe _—_ fwries,” to which this 
Leviathan, the people, is as naturally ſubjeR, as the Sea is to waves 
and ftorms, both in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical affairs ; ' for they are no 
whit calmer in matters of Religion, than inthoſe of fecularregazds ; 
every man in Church matters, being confident of his ski{}, or at 
leaſt his will and zeal, thinks it a ſhame-to ſeem ignoragr,. or if he 
be conſcious to his ignorance, ſeeks to cover it over, and fetit off with 
forwardneſs, 
Therefore the wiſdom of the Lord Chriſt, apon-whoſe ſhoulders 


the Government of his Church 1s laid, hath ſet bounds to mans aRi- Ifai.9. 7; 


vity and unquietneſs, by another way. of Chxrch power ; which is 
ſctled in, and derived by fewer indeed, but yet, wiler andabler per- 
ſons, than the community of Chriſtians can be preſumed to be ; 
who in all affairs of Church or State, have ever mw ſuch experi- 
ments of their follies, maineſſes, and confuſions ; where=ever they ar- 
rogate power, or haye much to do, beyond ciphers in a ſum; that 


all wiſe men conclude, That py are then happieſt, when'they 
| 


have Jeaft to do inany thing that is called Government > Nor is it 
to be believed, that Jeſws (hrift hath ordered any thing in his 
Churches polity, that is contrary to: the' prixciples | of: true 'wiſ- 
_; which in man is but a beam of that Sw#, which is in 
Goa, : CIS 20722 P84 $EH 

But the Bodying men ſay, They muſt and ought to have'a 
Church, not'onely viſible in the profeſſion of Faith, but palpable and 
maniable , ſo as they may at ance grafÞ-it,' and uponevety occafion 


convene it, or the major part of it, into one-place ; thatſo they may + lcandets 


complain of what they think amiſs, and remedy by the power of that 


ſmall faternity, what eyer faults any of them liſt to finde in one {* #48599» 


another, as Fellow Members and” Brethren ; yea, and in thoſe 
too, . whom they have made to be- their Paſtors, Rylers, and 


Fathers. 


That the bet Men and' beſt Minifters may erre, -and offend ih «Avſw. 


religions yefþetts, by etror and ſcandal, we'make'no doubt + Ner'is 
itdenied, but they may and ought-both by private charity,. be ad- 
moniſhed,and by publick, authority be me and cenſured. _ 

%-.- 1$ 
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tn eoquiſz4ue ed, firſt ;; afterward, |} 


Tv RED 
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of Charch power i# people, 


this Awtherity js (as it ought ro be) in the hands of hole, whom | 
the Lord Chri#t hath appointed, as wile, able, and authorifed by rhg 
Church, to judge of Dottrine, AManers, and Differences, ingideny 
among Chriſtians, as ſuch. Bur I appeal to all {cher and judicions 
Chriitians, whether they can finde or fancy almoſt, that venerable 
Conſiſtory, that judicious Senate, that grave and dreaaful Tribunal 
(which the antients {peak of among Chriſtiansof thoſe faſt and beft 
times) which is neceſſary for the honor, aud goed order of Kelpgia, 
and peace of Chritians ; Whether, 1 lay, there hEany face or form 
of it, among thoſe dwarf Bodies, thole perzy Church lets, thoſe ues 
row (onventicles, whole Head and Members, Paſtors and Fleck, ag 
for the moſt part not above the Plebeian fize z of a meer mechanch 
»onld ; either ignorant, of heady, of wilful, or fierce, under words 
and ſemblances of zeal, gravity, and an effetted ſeverity, | 
I make no quzte , Whether thele ſorts of ' men. be fit perſon, 
to whom all appeals in marters of Religion mult þe made ; and, by 
whom they —_ be finally determined ; to whoſe 'udgements,. pr 
dence, and conſcience, all matters of doftrine and (ſcandal. | 
referred: By whom Religious concernments mult be ordercd. and te» 
formed ; by whom AMimfters muſt be examined, tryed, and ordaine 
d and depoled, Whether it be fit, that 


ard ſcarce any'ten of them GE they be twenty) of aneminde, while 
they boaſt they are of 9ne Body ? | 1 
Again, who will not fadly laugh to ſee, that, when they diffey 
(as they oftdo) and break in pieces ;, , yet like quantitative ſabſtann 
ces, they -are always diviſible ; like water -ayd other homogenaam 
bodjes, they {ll drop and divide ingo- as many new Chuzches and  - 
Bodies, as they arc diſſenting or ſeparating parties ? The mitacle 8s | 
that when like Hypeolires his Limbs, they: are rent and ſcattered 
by Schiſms into Faltions, yer All eyery leg, or arm, , or hand, forms 
poet intoa new di/tintt, compleat Body, and (ubdivided Churghs © 
ach*ot which conceives{uch aniintegraſizy of parry, 'and plenity 
of power, that it puts forth head, and eyes, :and hand: 4 all Chureb 
Offeers, Paſtors, Elders, Deacons, by 213 innate principle of C hureb 
power, which they fancy to bein any two of three gody people, ts 
| | Fg 


K 


FO ICP IO MY Yo Rp we ory am. % wa ST ww YM 3%. 


Titre rh Ghareh,. 


this tate, and on this rTidiculows preſumption, they rum on'zs-watcr on 


2 dry ground, till it hath waſted it {elf ; ill they are in 'ſma}l chips 
and flivers, making up Hedies at fix and fevens ; and Churches of 
two or three Believers; Thele ere long lofing one another in the 
1:id5t of fore new opinion, fome ſherp ſubtilty, or forne angry curie- 
ity (which they cannot reach,) then,and not before,” this wereor or 
blaling Star of a popular, /ngependent ,ablolute, ſelf-ſufficient {Þnrch 
power un the people, which threatned Heaven and Earth, and firi- 
ved to out-ſhine the Swx, and. Moor, and Stars, of. all ancient com- 
bined Churches, Order, and Government, for want of martey, quite 
vaniſheth and diſappears, ;by its Members teparating from, .and ex+ 
communicating, or unchurching of each other; - Then the folitary res 
litts turn Scekers, whole unhappy fortune is never to finde the folly 
of their #ew errors, nor the anttent true Church way z Whieh they 
proudly, or pafſionately, or ignorantly loft-, when they ſo eafily 
torjook communion with the Catholike Church, and with that part 
of it, to which they were peaccably, orderly, and comlity united ; 
as was here in England : Whoſe way. of ſerving: the rrwec "WAS 
privately with kyowledge, fanth, love, and fincerity ; publickly, 
with peace, order, humility, and charity , Which might flill with 
honor and happeneſi to this Nation, be continued, if the proud bearts, 
and waxton heads, and made hands of ſome novel be nr had not 
ſought to make the yery name of Chriitian Rehigion, 'the Reformed 
( burch, and Miniftry of England, a meey ſport, and may-pame, to 
che Popiſh, profane and looſer world; by firſt firipping us of aj] 
thole Primitive Ornaments of £enny, order, decency, charity, good 
40verumant, nnanimpty x ang then drefling us up, and impluming 
us with the feathers ad ag 2nd paſſionate fancies, which delight 
more 10 things | new, than good and old; , 

But, how (hall we do (lay theſe Bogdying-men,) | to-fulfi} that 
command Dic Eeclefia, for 


for thele men think,Chriſtians can hardly ger to:Heaver; untels they 


2 


or ſuch a Charch as may receive complaints, Of Church 
hear cauſes of fcanda}, ipeedily reform abuſes, reftoredefeRts, exe- Diſcipline,in 
cute all power of the Keys in the right way of Diſcipline >' without whom the 
which, therc is notrue, at leaſt, no.compleat and perfect Church ;' Power. 


Marrh. 1 %n7. 


have power among them, to caſt one anorher' into' Hell ; to give Tel irro the 


men ver to Satan, to excommunicate, as they ſee cauſe 5; too 

and (hut Heaven and Hell gates, as they think fit « Mult all things 
that concern our:Church:(Aay. they): lie. ar fix:and ſevens, till we ger 
luch: Biſhops and Proghyters, duck. Sywods and Comnceils, ſuch Repre- 
ſentatives of Learned men,\as arc hardy obtained; and as hard to 
be rightly ordered, or well uſed, when they are met together > They 
bad rather make quicker dilpatches in Church work; as if they 
thought it better for.every family wy .and-dr ay within it ſelf 3; 


and 


x Pct. 2.9, 


Tell it to the Church. 


and preſently puniſh every offence, than for a whole Country to at; © 
a yo 0 mer Aſſtzes, or | gp Seſſions. "7 
eAnſw. Truly, good Chriſtians in this Church (at pany are 
in a ſad and bad calc too, as well as their Miners, if they could 
make no work of Religion, till they were happy to lee all chings 
extern order and government duly ſetled : Yet ſure we may goto 
Church, and to Heaven too in our wor#t clothes, if we can get no 
better; nor may we therefore wholly ftay at home, and negje& 
religions duties , becauſe we cannot be fo fine as we wouldbe. 
Both Miniſters and :people muſt do the beſt they can in their private 
ſþhears , and particular Congregations , to which they are related; 
whereby to preſerye themſelves, .and one another , - as Brethren jn 
Chriſt , from ſuch deformit ies and abuſes, as are deſtruQtive. to the 
power of godlineſs, the peace of conſcience, and the honor of the Re- 
formed Religion; until the Lord be pleaſed to reftore to this Church; 
that holy Order, antiemt Government, and Diſcipline, which is ne» 
ceſfary, not to the being of a Chriſtian, or a true Chureh, ' as irsform 
or matter (which true Believers conſtitute by their 1mrernal anion 40 
Chriſt by Faith, andto all Chriſtians by Charity ;)- but onely, as to 
the external fors: and poſity, for the peace, order,-and well. being of 
a Church ; as it is a viſible ſociety, or holy nation, and fraternity of 
men, profeſſing the truth of Jeſus Chriſt, Yea, and Chriſtians ma 
better want .( that is, with leſs detriment or defotmity-to Religion) 
that Diſcipleme (whichſome men ſo exceedingly magnifie, as the yery 
Throne, Scepter, and Kingdom of Chrift) under (briftian Magiſtra- 
cy, (as they may. the office of Deacons, where the law by Overſeer: 
takes care for the poor }. where-good laws by civil power puniſh. 
publick offences, and repreſs all diſorders in Religion, as well as treſ- 
paſſes ui ſecular affairs ; :Betrer, T ſay, than they could have been 
without it in primitive tunes ; when Chriſtians had no other means, 
to _ any dilorders, that might ariſe in their-ſocieties' ; either 
ſcandalous to their profeſſion , or contrary to their pronciples ; of 
which, no Heathen /Magiftrate, or Humane Liaws, took then any | 
cognijance, or applicd any remeay to them. . F 
Nor, but that I do highly approve,” and earneſtly pray forſuth 
good Order, comely Governmem , and'exatt Diſcipline, in 'every 
Church, both as to the lefſer Congregations, and the greater A ſſoti- 


ations, (to which, all.reaſons of fafety, and grounds of peace, "invite 


Chriſtian Societies in their Church relations,” as well as int thoſe of 
Civil, ) which were antiently. uſed in all- ſerled ; 'and floutifting, 
Churches ; Much after that patern,” which was uſed among the Jews, 
both intheir Sy»agogues,which they had frequent, both in their owi 
Land, and among ſtrangers in their: diſperſions ; and: alfo in theif 
great Sayhedrim ; which was as a conſtant ſupreme gy” , fot 


cring 


=. 


. Tell it tothe Church": $33 


ordering affairs, chiefly. of Religion; - ro-one orboth,: whiety (ns 

doubt) our Saviour then referred the believing Jew, in'that of,” ſell 
it to the Church ; that is, after private monition; tell ir to the lefler 
Convention or Confiſtory in the Synagogues 3 which mightdecide 
marters of a leſſer nature ; or 15 the higher Sanedrim, in things of 
more publick concernment z both which -were properly enough. cal- - 
led yn1n, (#14 congregatio, iavacie, a Chirch, TTY, awexhe, Bos FMH0. Jud. 
yond this ſenſe, none could be made of Chrilts words,” by.his then 1 
eAuditors, to whom he ipeaks, not nf Pra of new — and DON 
inſtitution of a. Soverein Court, or Conſiſtory, in ev ongregation oe. 
Giſtien to come ; but by way. of referring mo known uſe, Nibil bic 2 
and daily prattiſe, then among the Jews ; which-was the onely and _—_— 
beſt means wherein a-Brother might have ſuch latisfaction, in pount = arty wh 
of any offence, whichcharity would beſt bear, without flying tothe rrodutius 
Civil Magiftrate, which was now a forein power. When Jews turn- bat. H,Groe, 
ed Chriſtians, its very certain, they alterednor their Diſcipline, and —_— " 
order (as Chriſtians) in Church ſociety, from what they uſed before ,;; ur; cus. 
in their Synagogmes.' Proportiomably , no doubt, | in Chriſtian ow eovgic. 
Churches, of narrower, or larger .extenhions, and communion, among Theoph. © 
the Gentiles, the 'wiſdom of Chriſt dire&s, andallows ſuch-jadica- Pani & wy 
tories and juriſdiftions, to prevent or remove all ſcandals.and coffen- "_ ——_—_ 
ces among Chriſtians, to preſerve peace and order, as may have leaft pjuro Every 
of private or pedantick, imperiou[neſs, and vulgar riſflings of men, poliry hath in 
unable and unfit to be in, or to exerciſe any fuch holy and divine 3 power e- 


authority over others ; - (who are calily trampled upon; -and fall into wa. 4 art 
reproach, and the ſnare of the Dev?, by wer? of divers: lf, _ Sy 
paſſions, weakneſſes, and temptations ; ) but rather Chriſt commends Camus in ca- 
fuch grave Con/iſtories, ſolemn Synods,. and venerable _—_— as {4m & conrre- 


conlitting of wiſe, and able, and worthy mer, may have molt, - Soref fern, BY 


the Apoſtolical wiſdom, eminency, gravity; ſo of Chriſts Spirit, ear; ationes. 
Power, and. __ among het Such, as no Chnſtian Frith eafigationes, 
any modeſty, reaſon, con(ciente, ox mmgenuity can deſpiſe , Or refuſe to & cenſure di- 
ſubmit to the integrity of their cenſure ; when it is carried on, not *#: Prefident 
with thoſe heats, peeviſbneſſes, and-emvlatiens, which are uſually e.g, od 
among men of leſs improved parts, or ripened years ;\ eſpecially, f Apol, 
Neighbors. Such a way, wiſely ſetled in the: Church, «might indeed Solebant Fudei 
binde up all things that concern Religion, in private or more publick !9 94998 me- 
reſpedts, to all ggod behavior, in the bonds of truth, peace, and good wg _— 
order, by a due and decent Authority ; which, for eyery two, Or malritudinem 
three, or ſeven Chriſtians in their ſmall, Bodyings; and Independent refere: 5.e. 

C hurches (exlufively of all others) to uſurp andefſay.to do, 1s, as if, 44 e0593%5 ee 
of every chip of Neeh's. Ark, or of every - rafter: of 2 great/ Ship, fn. 


CEE & convent ſexiares mederabentur , tanquan Prafder. Orr, ing ogubbun; lgn, Baſ. 
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30. 
The beſt 
method of 


Church Diſ- tion, om all ſides, might have been long ago, and ſti] 


Cipline. 
* Vinglxaie, 


True methods of Church Diſcipline. | 
they would' endeavor to make up a very fit yeſlel to ſail in anyyhy) 
| ox! 


and any weather. W 
But take the true and wholeſome Diſcipline of rhe Church; 
thoſe true proportions, which pioxs antiquity ſetled and wed ; "and 
Which, with an cafie hand, by a lirtle en and * modere- 
may be happily 
ſetled in England: Nothing is more defireable, commendable, and 
beneficial to the. Church of Chriſt; As a frong caſe to preſerves 
Lute os Inſtrument in ; that fo the Church may not be broken; dl- 


.. ordered, or put out of t#ne by every raſh and rude.hand, citherin 


ts truth, or purity, or harmony ; either in DoArme, or Maners; o 
Order. Bur this 1s a bleſſing, as not to be deferved by us, ſo hardly» 
be hoped, or expected, amidit the pride, and paſſions, arid fraftivs 
of our times : Nor will it be done, t1]} Civ#t powers. make” as much 
confcience to be good, as great ; andto advance Chriſtian Religion, 
no leis, than toenlarge, or eſtabliſh Temporal Dominion... © 
- When xp yo have a _—_— _ to wag and they to. 
et up a Tight Church polity, pbwer, and holy- order, in every pa 
and opeonien of it: pou Ko not adyiſe with ſuch -#3< | 
Forners'; Or ſeek new models out of .\ntle and obicure conventzelts; * 
nor yet ought they to confine themſelves to thoſe feeble proportions, 
whichare cen in the /ittle Bodyings of thele times; which begiti 
Muſhrooms, to grow up every where, and to boaſt of their beamite, 
and rare figures ; when nothing is more indigeſted, and iJ! compa 
ed, as-to the general ordey,. yo. prblick. peace; '6f this or any other 
oble and ample branch of the Carholick, Church, Pious and learned 
Men, who reverence antiquity, and know not yet how to wock either 
their Mother the Church, or their Fathers, the truc Biſhops, Elder, . | 
and «Miniſters of it, can ſoon demenfrate, how to draw forth tht | 
little chain of 'gold,(that charity, communion, and orderly-ſubordinatinn ' * 
among Chiiſtfns) which ar firft (poſſibly) might -oncly adortione 
ſingle congregation of a few Chriſtians, in the primitive pancity abd - 
newer plantations ; touch a largeneſs, amplitude, and extenſion, ® 
by the witdom of Chriſtian charity, and humility, ſhall extend, 
and comprehend in its compaſs, by way of peaceable wnion, and'haw- 
may, or comly [nb'eftion, even the largeft combinarions a Ones 
fpreadings of any branch of the {arhelke Charth + Both ns'toits 
greater and leflcr conventions ; \nfeveral places and times ; a$ the 
marrters of Religion, and accafion of the Churches ſhall require; ©” + 
_— to its teveral ditperſions, and diftinRions by place, or civil 
P Ity. "y p , i : ; os 


Manrth,13.:29.. Which preater, yet orderly conventions, "mnſt needs "bens pw 
erly a Church z and-may meet, as much'\in Chrifts Name ; and 
ope for his preſence and aſſiſtance in the midſt: of them , ax nye | 


True methods of Church Diſcipline, © * © © Ia 
thoſe Churches couldamong the Jews ; to which Chrift re- Rane L 
fers agrn place : Yea, they mult needs be far epi et this ——_ "a | 
imaginable in thenarrow confinements of 1rdependent Hodrer, 2 Cor.2.6.. 
Such Chwrches then, of mott ſele&, wile, and able Chriſtians, Pv9 Hmene 
(who have the confent and Repreſemation of matiy leſſer Congrega-« —— by 
tions,) mult ngeds do all things with more wiſdom, advice, impartia- a&me mms 
lity, authority, reputation, majeſty, and general tarigfaRion 3 than bz. 
any of thoſe /tinted Bodtes of Congregational Churches, cati poſi Rebuke be» | 
do ; yea, in allrighe reaſon they are as' much beyond and above them, eats BO 
as the power of a full Parligment, is beyondany Comnry (ommirtee. Synodus Antion 
Thoſe may with comly order, and due authority ( which ariſeth from chene Pavlam 
the conſent of many men, much eſtceming-. rhe known worth of Samifetmum 
others) give audience, receive complaints, confider of, -examine, re- pdt pon 
prove, reform, excommunicate, and reſtore, where there is caule, \,2/o frowaber. 
and as the matters of the Church, more private or publick, require Fu ki 
in the ſeyeral diviſions ; extending its wings. as an Eagle, more or L7:6-38, | 
leſs, as there is cauſe ; with infinite more benefit to the community 449% 
of Chriſtians, than thoſe Pwllers, the ſhort winged, and little bodied ramen M 
Birds of the ſndependent feather, can do : Where without any war- gratia diffs. 
rant (that I know) from God or Man, Religion orright Reaſon  fellifur ww 
Law or Goſpe), Prudence or Charity, a few Chriſtians, by chuck- 4® 
mg themlſelyes into a converticle, at 
body'to themſelyes , and preſume to ſeparate and exempt themſelves 
from all the world of- Chriftians, as toany duty, (abjettion, order, 2: 
obedience ; - and pitching their Tents, where they think beft, within 
the verge of any other , never ſo we'l, and witely fetled Church, 
preſently they ſhall raiſe themſelves up ſome ſmall bre#t works of 
abſolute Authority, which they fancy both parts from, and defends 
them againſt all Churches in the World ; planting their Woedes or 
Leathern Guns of imaginary Independent power ;and cafting forth their 
Granadees, or Squibs rather, of paſſionate cenſures,angry abdications, | 
and ſevere divorces againſt all Chriſtians, but thoſe of their own ,,.,_ ... 
way and party : Afterward they gurn them, is m1y be, againft their 11149 (6 6: 
own body and bowels, when once they begin tobe at leiture to wran-- probatis Senie- 
ole and drvide ; As if (yas) theſe were the, dreadful! thander-bolts ribm) exhorta- 
of excommunication, antiently uſed with great ſolemmity, caution, 00a, | 
deliberation, and publick conſent : Thegreat forerunner of Gods ter- —— wy n 6M 
rible, baſt judgment, exerciſed with #feigned pety, fervent prayers, o judjcatur 
and: many tears, by thoſe, who. had due emrmency and awthority,. as mogne cum * 
preſidems in chief, or ſeconds and aſſiſtants, to judge ' and aR in ſo pmdor, at 4- 
weighty ' caſes and matters. In which tranſattions and cenſures Pe pfls : 
Churches Synodical, Provincial, and National, were igterefſed, a 
accordingly being duly convened, they ſolemnly in Chriſts tai jad Bree 
Name, -as the offence, error, © or matter, required retnedy ;- either for he 
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126 Excommunication and Cenſures + Synods and Councils. 


querit, ut come errors, or. publike dilorders and ſcandals ;* which it © concerned all 
mane Chriſtians and Churches to ſee repreſled, or amended. 22:24 
coxventss, & omnis ſan(Zi commercil relegetar. Terwl, A |.c.39. Dui ab eccleſie corpore reſp unntur, 
gue Chriſti corps: eft, tanguam peregrmi & alieni® Dev, Dominatui dzaboli tradntur. Hil.in Pf, 118, 
Inobediens ſpirituali mucrove truncatur, & ejetius de ecclefia rabido Demonam ore diſcrepitur Jeron, 
Ep.1. . 

Of Exc om- The wiſe and excellent Diſciplinc' of the Church, %nd the pow- 
wwnication cx of uſing and applying of it, which ſo many now either vainly 
and cen- arrogate, or ambitioulty Court, was not of old asa bodkin pur into 
ſures, cyery mechanicks bands ; or as a ſword committed to every braw 
Prefident pro- arm ; nor yet,was it fucha (bratum fulmen)a thunder-bolt which the 
lati quique ſt- confident hand of every fattsoniſt might take to himlelf and Graſp, 
mores, bourem 7 viſe to his private revenge, or to the adyantage of his party and 
rprrdng defign : But Diſcipline, together with Government, in the Church, 
adept;, Terrul. Was only committed and concredited, after the example of the A- 
Apol.c.39- poſtoiicall times, by the wiſdom, humility, conſent, and tubzzRion 
Thedo. Hiſt. of all good Chriſtians in their ſeycrall tations, either as Princes or 
- png Subjets, to thoſe /carned, grave, and godly men, Biſhops and Pres- 
Epycoporum byters, who were ableſt for gifts, eminemteſt for their labours, and 
concilizs confti- bigheſt in place and Miniſteriall authority in the Churches of Chrift ; 
tutum fuerit id whoſe aſſemblies or conyenings, were greater or ſmaller, and theix 
oa 01a F influence accordingly obliging valid and cffeQuall, for the good 
COM. in and leaft Country Congregations (as the ſmalleft yet conhiderable 
Rum. Euſeb. branches of a viſible Church,) till it aroſe, like Ezekie/s waters, 


vit.Coaſt. fromthe Angles, to the Knees, and Loyns, and Head, to ſuch large, 


- —_ plenary, and powerfull an Authority, as repreſented many famous. 
þ5. Dei awan- 7 159 eg and ſometimes the greateſt and converſable parts of the 
riſſim; Reges Catholick Church throughout the whole world ; as in generall 


uvadt di- Councils called Oecumentiall. | 
wind gratia nos | 
- Congregaverunt.In illa concilfa torus defiderio feror, in iftis devotione imorer, amore conde/tfor, inhe- 
res conſenſu, emulatione pe-ſiſto * in quibus non bominum tr adjtiones obſtinatins definſautur, aut ſuper» 
—_ obſervantur, ſed diligentur bumilite qu dnq uiritur, que ft voluntas Dtj bona & bene placens. 

n. Ep.19. 

Of Synods Out of which Synods and Councils however diſorders and im- 
and (oun- conveniences (as Nazianzene and others &mplain) cannot be who- 
cils, ly kept out(they till conſiſting of finfull, and fo frail men, )yetath 
Cyp. Nazi. Were ſubject to far leſs evils, and Errataes, than attend the fi 
orar.1g.Ruffin {cattcred and leparate bodies of thee lorer decimo ſexto editions : 
Hiſt 1. 1.c.19+ In mwltitude of Counſellors there is wildom, ſafety and honour. 
ay 8. 2 aye Prov.11.14.Nor may we calt away,thoſe goodly large Robes, which 
— 1" ary the pancegnd piety of the antients made, becaule they are ſub- 
ſociavit concitj- je&t to be ſoyled, or rent, by the hands of folly. It is better for the 


=y, _ m_—_ to enjoy the gleanings of the anticnts Integrity, "un 


of thoſe Churches over which they were ; aſcending from the firſt 


Of prodence in Church dffairs? - Tv 
and Charity, in ordering of the Church, than to have the whole primendi cauſe 
harveſt of Lever mens towings : which have large ffraw of pro- pon - : 
miſes and ſhews, but little gra#x of ſolid benefit ; year much cockle , Nice.ſtcun- 
too, and many thiftles of moſt choaking. and offenſive 'conlequences. dum ab Aria- 
The very rags of true antiquity, doe better cover the nakedneſs, us coabt; tore 
and mozxe adorne thee body ofwany Church 7 than any of thoke ee. Loi 
cobweb-garments of Jater making ; which are torn in pieces, while , * __ _ 
they are putting.on, and fitting to theſe new bodies of odd ſhapen 
Churches. All reaſon. and experience teacheth, that thoſe grand 
communicative wayes of Chriſtian Churches in the joynt Coun- 
ſels of grave, learned, and Godly men, drawing all int> union, har- 
mony, and peace, for the publike and generall good, were far more 
probable (though (pang not abloJutely neceſſary means) to - * 
preſerve both the doEtrine of Faith and manners unblameable _ 
among Chriſtians, than any of thoſe'ſmall and broken Porſheards of 
private ' [ndependency' can be ; which carry little ability, and as-- 
little authority or vertue with them : appearing like thet Serpents 
teeth, ſown by Cadmm, every where riſing up in armed parties, '. 
divided againſt, and deſtroying one another ; till they haye cleared | 
the Field, as of all ſuch new, and angry produttions'; ſo of all 
thole antient and excellent conſtitutions of Chriſtian Churches ;_ ; 
which were bound up as Bibles in greater, or leſſer yolumes; : 

Ic being ſo naturall to all men, to affeA; what they call* /ber- - 
ty and power ; if once'mean-men can by any arts obtein” any ſha- 
dow of them, they are (out of the ſhew of nmich- zeal and couſci- - 
ence) moſt pragmaticall ; And: firſt begin to think no*Church well - 
reformed, unleſs they bring them to their models z Then' their mo- - 
dell muſt be new; left their Authors ſhould ſeem to have been. 
idle ; being alwaies more concerned for the reformation of any men, 
than of themſelves ; God grant that while temerity 'and confidence 
pretends to plant none but new and rare flewers, and to root up all ' 
old ones as ill weeds, in the Church; that themſelves and their odd 
inventions; with their raſh” abolitions, proye not at laſt the moſt -- | 
noxious plants that ever peltered the Garden of this Church. | | 
To what ſome men urge (by abufing that text againſt rhe good 31. 
Orders, Canons, -and Conſtitutions or Cuſtoms of the Church,) Of pradence 
That every plant, which the * Father hath not planted, ſhall be pulled in ws 
*p ; therefore ſay they, nothing of humane prudence 'is tolerable in ;he Chure 
the ordering of any Church ; I anſwer ; firſt; none of thoſe that quar- aff airs. 
relied at the Church of Englands Motes, but are thought by many ye ce; - 
leamed and Godly men to ' have 'beams-in' their own eyes; if 


Scripture, right reaſon, and m—_— _ judge : for nothing is al- 
ny of t 


leged as more different from 2 amongſt us ; than what 


may be found among the new Modellers ;- who as they -were - 
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x28 of prudence in Church affairs- 
; number and quality much inferior, fo they were Neve though 
ore wile, of 1carncd ; nor lo calm and compoled 3 nor lo publice 
and unpaſſionate in their Countels and detezminationsz 35 thole 
many cxcel}ent men and Churches Were, both antient and modern z 
ro whole cxamplecs, agcccabje <0 the Canon of the Scriptures , the 
» b;s rebus 8 Church of E::0 land was conforiaed.s w_ | 
bus 0K Curthermor?, The greac Mczor of lome mens paſſion , Z.CAl ; 
Scripturd, 05 and activity againſt this Reformed Caged, HaN that one Enos 

_ - - p A p ' 

puli De! ,utt againſt the judgement, liberty, and practice of al antiquity,” Wea 


inflituta ma- is fundamental, as 5 the Churches polity and extern Peace ; name- 


jorun pro lege 1 bing may be 4 ed in «we Church as to externals, 
_ FB dpn = Es and Cant commanded in the word ; 
ug. Ep. 99- : - : — 
Diſogtins = Which yet __— qa hs —_ Kay. yr a - Lea k 
r p | . | 4 
Li prdes- 4 ye — Church-Cougndrt of the form oy words 
den- 21] account, 2s FMO6Ir # , pig: 
ror vn of which they 270 0 yer agreed, which they urge 3 10 tel 
; et requiring each, Member to give 3 account, not. 0 the hiſtorical 
tiones, quam ut belief of rhe eruth, bur, of rhe work of grace, and converfiun, which 
eo mods agat 110 Scripture requires, OT Church ever prais'd: That of St, . At 
goo apt _— ſtin bath been Fren inculcated by many learned, quiet, 2nd goaly 
— _ »en in this ChurcÞ of England, and elſewhere z, 35 ? moſt certain 
que forte dive- truth ; That however the Faith, Dodrme, Sacraments, 0d Mi 
nerit Yued e- niſtry of the Church, arc proviiely of divine Inſtitution z ning _ 
= fem ” a divine Spring, and conveyed in 4 like ſacred Current, WhiC 
TE noting ty widow. IL Fe Serene, and do 
znjuneicur in- yet che Cxtern 5 
d frrws eſt be A linsſtr ations, rogerher with the fence and hedge of them, the Nev 
bendum, & fv ory Government, Oxder, and Diſciphne 0 the Church, 1p 
eorum mer qu9s = and in the whole, theſe doe. fall much uuder. the manayy 
al r right reaſon,rules of g30d order, and.common prudence, all 
dumep. Auſt» attends true Religion 3 So that they neither have, nor necded, nor 
eat yore * indeed were ealii'y capable of ſuch poſitive, preciie and particulat 
poryig eg ſci. Preceprs 0! commands, as thele men fancy z and; by this perrnacy 
Sling conten- Oous fancy they have caſt great ſrares on the con{ciences of many4 
dentibug ſu great {ſcandals on the Churches, both antient and modern 3 and 
prema lex eſt great reſtraints On that / berty, which Jeſus Chriſt Jeft to bis 
_ oe Churches in theſe rhwgs - according, as Various occaſions. and wumes 
'orxf, might require. , 
_—_ : Now but fooliſh and favazigk men can-thinky that when. men 
—_— h% (rned Chriſtians, they cealed wo be wes 3 or beivg Chriſtian (8% 
poly who they needed not (z1] to be governed, both a$ Chriſtians, and a$men4; 
ſtians. Salv. by reaſon joyned in 10N 3 wo will Jy well agree " 
rying on. Re 1g1018-eNG$, Dy Luc prugdent.and proportionate means, 
bit in ſuch good order, 4515 agnt ble to right | 16a10R: 5 An he a 


Raſh and injuPiont defarniaYs of Churches, Tp 
nol dirccRions of Religion z which never abandoned} arm my 6.8 
Criſtian to tart at, and abbey, what ivraught by*the very light of yams tans, 
nature, and thoſe common principles of ' reaſoy,” 16d' order; or polity"; & rations ra- 
which teach the way- of all Government and ſub'efion ; either of nn, "uf 
youger to the elder. (whence is the very ground of all PrexbyteryY' or © Me, _ 
of weaker to the ſtronger ; - or of the fuolrſher' 'to the wiſer ,”01'6f the yz gers tomam 
ignorant to the learned ; or. of many to fome few;-for the good of xt: ſed & decora 
| None of which methods can crols | Religion ; rior being oblered in peſtular. Auſt, 
ſome due meaſure, can be blamed ; nor vughe fa@tiouſly'to be altered, 4 
by the members of any ſetied Church 3 in which there is, neither a, 
Apoſtacy from the Faith, nor receſſion from the Scriptures, nor 2l- was, &c. 
texation of the ſubiance'of Chrifts holy Inftitution'; which this « we «pus i 
Church of Pughewd not-beingguilry of , but apparently profeſſing, mo@, Ac. 
and fully adhering to the Screprwres, as the ground, rule, and limit chings ave 
of Faith, and holy Myſteries ; We doubt not, but, howeyer it uſed 1, %honeft, 
the wiſdons of learned, wiſe, and holy men; and followed the war- or comly, jutts 
rant of the Primitive Charches, inthe extern maner and methods of pune, Neg, 
holy Adminiſtrat ions, Government, and Diſcipline ; yer it may, and Ts 
ought ſtill, as it doth; lay claim.to'the right and honor of an eminem yore; any 
part of the true Cathotrhe Church f Chrift, taving a tr## Miniſtry, proiſe;rhink 
and ?rue CAMiniftrations : In which, I believe; ali the «Fpo/Hles, and on rheſe./ 
Primitive Martyrs, and Confeſſors inall Ages, would moſt vi—__ things ; of 


have owned and approved z yea, the Great God from Heaven vr wager 


atteſted it, and till doth-to the conferences of | thoufands of excellent ; nt; 
Chriſtians, which have had their birth and growths to Rehgion,' in enix, * 
this Church of England. | 5 EE gs 
So that the' our=1r yer, abhorrencies, and extirpations, carried on 
'o cagerly againft- the main conſtitution; frame, and Miniſtry of \*S 
this Genth foam - (why now 725 be” tmen' of little cha 1 fn 
rity, and ftrong paſſions, and very weak yeaſon,) 'as f 'We'were all OE 
over Popiſh, Superſtitions, Antichriſtian, a\together polluted, imtolle- 
rable, 4c, Thote calummies and clamors, wanted both that txath, 
that caution, and thatcharity , which fhould be uſed, in any thing, ... 
rending to diſturb, 'or diſcourage any true. (Þri#t5an, or Church of J..\. >... ... 
Chrit ; whoſe differences in ſome fmall external things from us, in 2-4 
iunigment or prattice, we ought to bear-upon the account of thoſe "19 23511 4 
many great things, in which we agree with them, as Chriſtians « > ++ 9 {4+ 
Nor ought poor mer, of private parts and place in (urch and State, eo 
lo to ſwell, at anytime, with the thought of any Liberty and Power ONS. 
$1 common, given them from Chrift (to reign with him, or toreform, +14 4. 
&c,") as to drive, like tifſy Mariners, thoſe righeficl Pilors from the i thr +, 
Helm ; or to break their card, and prank of amtient defign, "© 


new u#nder- 
take? 


draught, and _ by whichrhey ſteered ns they ou 
Rrefpof limes, An aieenely, Th 


could, in the 


takers may try, how they can delineate new carts, Or maps ; and ting * 
loon they oy over-whebn or over-ſet,{o fair,rich,and goodly a Veſſel} _ 
as this Church of England once was in the eye of all the World, bu. 
our own, This 1land was not more nobly eminent, than the (hurch 
was great in Britany : The leaks, chinks, and decayes, which befal 
all things in time, might eaſily haye been ſtopped, calked, and rrim- 
med, by $kilful and well-adviſed hands ; when once it was fairly 
and orderly brought upon the Pwblick ftocks, and into a Parliamen 
Dock, ; which good men hoped, of all places, would not prove cither 
a quick-ſand, or a rock to the Reformed Church, or the Learned 
Miniſtry of England. ; | 
But the Lord is juſt, though we ſhowld be confounded in ony con- 
fidences. of men ; though neither mountains, nor bills, nor vw 
can help , yet will we truſt in God , who is our God in Chiift;. 
who (we doubt not, but) in mercy will own us, with all our frailties 
and defeRts, as his crue Church, and true Miniſters : And if in any 
thing we have failed, as men ; yet we are aſſured, the merciful eye of 
* Jere.n 8: Heaven will look more favorably on our failings, to pardon them 
nmebuly than ſome Baſilicks do on our labors, to accept them ; * who' ſeek to 
ot __ »:#2 deftroy this Church, and diſcourage all its true Chriſtians and Mini- 
fee, redeli- ſters , if they could, with their dreadful aſpets, and fpightful 
ver hee, faith jooks ; if they had not the defenſative of Gods protetion af ow ro 
the Lord. their own innocency ; and the fayor of many excellent Chriſtians; 
Liavemade Whom I have endeayored to ſcttle and fatisfie, as briefly and clearly, 
thee adefenced aSin ſo ſhort a time I could, in theſe many, andto me very tedious; 
City, a brazen and almoſt ſuperfluous objeRions, againſt this rrue Reformed Chuich 
Wall, __ of England ; thele firſf and /eſſer calumnies, which lay in the way 
-—} ms of my main defign, I thonghtic my duty to remove. 
Ezek.2. 6. Be not afraid of their words, though 'thou doſt dwell among ſcorpions ; be nor dif- 


- 


- mayed arthcir looks, though they be a rebellious houſe, 


32. Where, I ſee, in all our difþtes and differences, ſo cruelly cars 
Want of Cha- ried on, the greateſt ingredient is. Uncharitableneſs ;- which knows 
rity our not how to excuſe ſmall faults, to ſupply leſſer defetts, to mrerpret 
greateſt de- well what is good, to allow others their true Chriſtian Liberty, and 
fe. to enjoy its own modeſtly , to keep communion  amidft ſome eafie:- 
In the C uy differences , and union with harmleſs. varieties,, We have had on 
cil of Carts 11 fides truth enough to have ſaved any men ; and wxcharitablentf 

enough. to have damned any angels - Nor is it meerly a privation,. 
Chriſtians or want of charity, butan abounging of envy, malice, rife, wrath, 
ſend Mellon” bitterneſs, fa&ion, fury, cruelty, and whatever is--moſt contraryto- 
Cds: at the excellency of Chriſtians, which was: the excellency of Chreft 1 

-Fax biplibln o iro rm, be mr ox ee 5 wir xoemarty '« ex" ludz + Sung. 
#7 20-404-) Orators for unicy nnd peace; without which, Foy they, Chriftien Religions ho 


eonliſt, | love 


Ts neo pmireund - 
love and charity. ', The want of, which, I cannot but-here deplote in pag, de 
a patberick d;greſſion ; craving the Readers. pardon, fince I cannor go Sp.5.deplores, 

furtherin anſwer of #ncharitable objeftions, till I have firft ſought tor 4exxvs <avm 

our loft charity : The recovery of which one grace would cnd all 3 exnax- 
the differences, and heal all the diſfempers, noj-of land onely, oy owl be 

but of all che Chriſtian World. You, O excellent Chriſtians, will, I vans, 94 w- 

know, joyn with me in. ſearching after charity, as they did after eims air@- mit 

Chriſt, ſorrowing, Luke 2. 48. In mourning for, as ſome of the de- iwy@ ur wpic 

vout antients did, the [ad d:/tawces, and waits of iftian charity, 9m: — 

among all ſorts of Chriſtian Churches, and Proteſſors, . Alas, WE an Gn. 
lory, andſwell, andare pufſed »p one againſt another,in the forms -0f-; xonewingos 

ſcinp called Charches and Reformed ; when'we loſe the very powerjunnalnarm. 
of godlineſs, the ſonl of religion, and the peculiar glovy of Chreſtianity , dm prin 
which is charity. - Joh. 13. 35. By thus (hall all men know that you Pers :dai- 
are my di(ciples, &c. OY dt————_ 

long, iphs 4 eyed rm meuude wie Genres. So Naz, Or. 12; abt eefewr lynn, &cc. Nee 
ound'e mn. Inrim, mor dizzun , mon bagic hexmion of oxrrgrupe, wr w hy o antes den xj gy 
ena oy 6 eanoptaycs. Naz. Or. 28. 5 1ﬀ ac:radr berengja pier Inclnct _—— rye dervap 

«wa, Clem, Alex.vep, 5. ayes,” Religion, as a Tripes, hath three fecr, F ope, and Charity ; 

and cannoe ſtand if any one be wanting. 


O ſweet, divine, and heavenly beanty of Chriſt, and all truc 33. 
Chriſtians (Charity :) Whither art thou fled, fromChriſtians breſts, Patherich 

lives, hearts, and Churches? In which was wont to be thy Neſt, for Charity. 
thy Palace, and thy Temple : Where thou wert received,  wel- <<«7» Ss d&agy 
au, Greg. Nil, 
ing @- 46 


newes 
tubrile / 


Rom.13: To. 
_— rhe 
tulfling of 
the Law. 


F. 


Pathetick for Charity. 


to ſubdivide,” and ſeeks to deſiroy it ſelf ; the hand of every failits = 


in Religion, is as / (macs againſt his Brother, or it (elf. Smiting oft 


with the f/# of violence, as Fattions ; where” they ſhould give the 


right hand of fellowſhip, as Chriftzans., and flrangling each other, 


inſtead of embracing. S 

Or are all thele divions,but the diſguiſes of (harity ? and under 
viſords of fattions, a meer pageamry ts a&ed of zealoms erent, 
prong and prepoſterous knowledge ; both carried on with holy partiah- 


ties, fraternal Schiſms, zealous cruelttes, ſacred conFiracies ; (ofar - 
onely, as to deſtroy all other Chriſtians ; That each te& alone ma 


- remain, as the onely Church ; which then fancy themfelves ſuffici- 
- ently built, poliſhed, and reformed, when they are but asHeaps of 


rabbiſh, in their ſeveral ruptures ; as unpoliſhed” /wmps in their un- 
charitable fidings; ſo far weak and deformed limbs, as theyare paſf- 
onatly and violently broken from the intireneſs and goodly fabrieh of 
the well compacted Catholihe (hxrech, of which they were fometine 
a comly and commendable part : Onely thett in bra#ty, ſafety; and 
ſymmetry, While in order to, and 1n #»ity with the whole ; - which 
19as the Body and Temple of the Lord, in its various parts, making 
but one goodly firutture, which was antiently the joy, and glory of 
the whole Earth. Now, nothing ſeems beſt, but deformed mines,- 
and deſolate parcels, of battered, broken, and almoſt demoliſhed. 
Churches, like Hoffitals , in which, are moſt-whart wounded, and 
maimed, and btting Chriſtians ; when of old, the Foundationof 
one, and all Churches, was Scripture Trath , gk 7 ro ( barity, 
the Beauty Hnity, and the Strength , orderly (coral Govern- 
ment, * 


a y 
2520, 2. 55 thoſe that perſecwred them ; which made Chriltans itt their furthef 


' diFÞerfronry, aremef diſtances, and grievouſeſ# ths 


Of irut Chriftian Charity, £155 
by all meft, though Hared by them; Ri exdeared, well ntquainte#, 
= #vired in love to cach other, before they had ken, or were per- 
ſonally known tÞ ca@h other, | 

. O thow ' potent flame of celeſtial fire, which the love of Chriſt, Charicas eft ole- 
ſtronger - than death, had kindfed in the ſouls' of the firſt and beſt *» «nde clara 
Chriſtians ! No Seas, no ſolitudes, no poyerty, no pains, no ſuffer- —_ ; = ag 
ings, no torments, .no offences, no injuries, were able to damp, Or car. Retigie 
quench thee of old ; bur ftijl hou didft gloe to fo freſh an heat, that Sue charitare et 
ir warmed and melted the hardefſf® Rygchs of Heathen perſecntors (amp ſme oles, 
and tormentors : Who before they believed the Goſpel, or loye of > 
God in Chriſt, coveted to be of thar Chriſtian ſociety ,” where they , Leo &.5 , 
ſaw men love,one another ſodearly, fo purely, fo conftantly, as my # Die 
he ready to die with, and for ak other. Alas, now every ſmall » mewn, ts 
drop of fancy, every novelty of faſhion in Religion, every atome of Þ * **990- 
Invention, every duſt of Op | 


contrariety, jealouſtes, (corn, hatred, enmity, revewze, impatience of we hy 
ion, and zeal for ſeparation ; to fo great heights of all-devouring eds Wy 
flames, that nothing but the feſpof Chriſtians will ſerve for fuel to cuter th wan, 
maintain then ; and nothing but the blood of Believers to extinguiſh npuntia wie, 
chem :* Sorthar no Chriſtians now love further than rhey conſpire *0g% 48 m- 
and comterid to deftroy and conquer alf, but their own party and L 
fattion. wh: ' PE 

Thus the want bf this holy grace of charity, waſtes'uis by the wydgraia dvv- 
fires of unchriſtian fewds ; und even prefages the approaching of thoſe mamum Naz 
laſt dreadful conflagrations, which ſhall conlame the wed . 6 | 

thoſe eternal flames, which ſhall revenge” wr fins = Ef 265 © 

Chrittitans, the want of charity ; which fins againſt the love of God, | * 

the blood of Chriſt, the Churches peace, and our own ſouls : 'How 

ſhall we wncharitable wretches, not dread the coming of our Judge ? 


o 


or how can we love his appearance 'in flaming fire, who have thus 
finged and burnt that livery” of ' Chriſts ery Ng we were 

clothed ? which was dipped and died in his own blood ; "that fo ir 

might ſtanch rhe further effuſions of blood among Chriſtans ; and 

rover the Rayns of that bloud, which had"been” pafſſonartly ſhed 

among them ? How can we hope our ſouls 'ſhouſd be ſaved in the 

day, of the Lord Jeſus, when we ſpend our dayes in damming and 

deftroying each other? and ſcarce ſuffer any to poſſeſs their ſoxls 

i, patience, or in any degree of charity, amidſt the waſts and trou-' 

bles,of this confliing and tottering Church ; Which, like a great 

tree, whoſe roots are” Jooſned round, and almoſt cur. through, Nag--- 
gertoo aid fro; thitatning ro mY on <very' fide ; being nothing 


3 now, 


now, but weakyeſs over-laden with weight ; and labouting » 
gon. ears fe is ready to deſtroy both it ſelf and others by 
the ſuddenneſs and violence of its fall : O yqp excellent Chriſti. 
ans, haſten, as Lot ſhould have done out of Sodom, to withdraw 
your ſelyes from the intereſts, deſigns, zea], deyotion and Religio 
of this uncharitable and ſelf deſtroying world ; wrap your ſelyes.un 
the mantle of charity, peaccablenels and patience, haſten to hide - 
your ſelves in the holes of this rock,the love of Chriſt your Redeemer, 
till he come, who is at = _ and oy ny. ay 7 
PTY O pretious and ineftimable grace arity, the only Jewel of 
gry nr , our hs, the viaticum for our Deaths ; the greateſt ornament, of 
Cheyſol, fer. a Chriftian profeſſion ; the ſweetnels of our bitterneſs, the Anti» 
94+ dote of our poyſons, the Cordiall in our infirminies, the comforter 
under our dejeRions, the ſupplyer of our defeRs, the joy in our 
ſorrows, the witneſs of our ſincerity, the Crown of our graces, the 
> Joh.3-14. Seal of our hopes, the ſtay and Pillar of our Souls, amidRt the. tears, 
Dilefis ſims tofſings, fears and conflisof our mortall Tags ez In whixh 
fidei ſacramen- we then only joy, when we either love, or are loved by others ; but 
um, Cbriffiani then we have moſt cauſe of pious joy, when being hated, and cur- 
nm Yob- ſed, and perſecuted by others, we can yet /ove them, and pray. for 
tul.Bb, dc Pa- them, and bleſs chem: for Chriſts ſake. Thou that madeft Martyrs, 
tientia, and Confeſſors, and all true Chriſtians, more than Conguerers , 
Mat. 5.44 of death, and enemies, men, and Devils; O. how have we. bf | 
E———_ , thee 7 how have we baniſhed thee ? how have we not injured 
anun "inimicas thee ? yea, how have we grieved thee more in this, that we axe 
diigee. Hilar, Joth to find thee ; But moſt in this, that we ſeek thee among He- - 
AAS Gur 8 refies, Schiſms, eApoſtacies, (editions, furies, perjuries, tyrannies, 
—_—— ſuperſtitions, ſacrileges, caulcleſs dilputes, endleſs janglings ; yea 
rerun cruel! murthers of bodies,and Anathemaes of ſouls ? But the bigh- 
diffd.er.14. ct indignity, and greater than the greateſt infolency offerd thee , 
is, That we boaſt, andproclaim we have found thee, im what we 
have moſt /off thee ; that we have raiſed thee, by what we have 
ruined thee ; that we are moſt Churches, when we arc leaſt Chri- 
ftians ; or moſt Chriſtians, when we haye leaſt of a Church ; in our 
prepoſterous zeals, our hypocriticall charities, our deformed xefor- 
mings, our diſtorted bodyings, our diftrafted communions, ouy. 
vided unions, our fanatick dreams, our blaſphemoxs raptures, our 
prophane enthufiaſms,” our Jicencious [berties, our .snjwrions indul- 
gences, our irrational], and irreligious confufions ; our ;cruell role- 
ratings of any thing, rather than ſober abiding, growing, and flou- 
riſhing in t7#th, which is thy root ; in Þumiliry,which 1s thy flower ; 
and in well doing, which. is thy fruit, x <P Mg 
Preciuam di- Thou wert wont tocome to us Chriſtians, and by us to others, 
leflionis munus in the cool of the day, ina fill voice, in meck_inweatings, in grn- | 


wath _ 


.attiaÞus quan 
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befeechings, like the ſweet dew on herbs, or ſoft rain; on the' gyicio, vw; 
—_— ; ſothat, however Chriſtians might be exceeded: by fa 
other men, in ſtrength, beauty, learning, eloquence, and policy, 
yet none equalled them in Charity ; which hath the gr cone. 
rage joyned with the greateſt kindneſs , and only. knows how. to forti 
crucify it ſelf, that it may ſpare others ; to deny it ſelf, that it may mii 
oratity others : Haft thou now choſen to come in =91 neraſe (evi- 
in #hirl{-winds, in Thunders, and Lightning s, and Fires, 'in tumults, gp coo & 
in hideous clamors and Wars ? doſt thou delight to wrap thy. ſelf hs at, UN 
in the Garments of Chriſtians rowled in ? ro beſmear thy fair Semper fb; lex 
and orient face with the gore and duſt of fratricides and | patricides 2 [everif 
Is it thy pleaſure to hide ws ſelf 1n the thick clouds and darkneſs of Bern- ft 
Religious plots, FT and then 'to | break forth ow 
with lightnings and hot rhunderbolts, - with Hailftones and Coals ay 
of fire? As if the inſeparable twins of the love 'of God and owr neigh= Dea propeer ſe- 
bour were now parted, or had {lain and deyoured-onethe- other ; Are ſun, & (e 
all thy ſweet perfumes ,thy @ eo n+ which were wont *1*roxime 
co be diffuſed from the head of ewr Ariw Chrift Jeſus,”-to the-5kitts Aut:ge DoRt, 
of his Garments,the loweſtand meaneſt Chriſtians) are they now all Chiifti.Ly.c.: 
diſtilled and ſub{5marted by our hotter - brains and ' (himicall fires, 9» _ _ 
into this one drop of ſelf preſervation 7 Haſt thou-loſt thoſe Cha- 31d4.8-20, 
racers, .which - blefied Apoſtle ſometime gave thee, for long ,,c1s pin 
ſuffering, for ks s; for not emvying, not vantin | 


* 


” 


puffed up; for not behaving thy ſelf unſeemly, not king thine code ne 
own ; noteafily provoked, thinking no evill, rejoycing not in ini- Cl. At. 
quity, but inthe truth ; Bearing 4 rhings, believing all things, ho- "_ : 

ping all things, enduring all things? To _— embaſed- with , To 
the love of the world, of mony, of , of pleature,: of applauſe; Charitas eff bi 
of yictory,. through ſe/f-love > Thou that wert wont to: be that pure wexime impe-* 
Chriſtalline and coleſtiall Joye of God, and of man: for; Gods ſake-; !9« Jeron. 
art thou now nerated to ſordid, ſenſual, and momentary luſts ? 

Thou that didſt feed among the Lilties, on the mountains, of Spices, 

in the Garden of God, on the tree of life, the love of God in Choidt 

with eyes and hands intent to Heayen, praying .God for. his loye 

to thee, and praying for the like loye to others;;. art .thounow 

condemned to the Serpents cxrſe, togoe on thy Belly; to feed un 
the duſt; to make Cn godlineſs, and to turn even | piety it ſelf i Tim. 6.5. 
into the poyſox of meer ſFf-preſervation, in worldly intereſts > How 


is thy voice changed from that of a Lamb, to the roaring of '« Liep? . 
thy hands from Jacob's ſmoothneſs, to Eſaw's roughneſs? | 
Or is this rather none of thy voice, which we. daily hear? Are 
theſe none of thy hands, O. moſt unchangeable Chagity, who art 
alwaies the ſame inhyſ{clf,and to others ? Are they not the voice 
and hands of thy diſguiltd enemies, tempting us. with che 7 - 
WOVIy 
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now, but weakyeſs over-laden with weight ; and labouring wank 
gon bears elf, is ready to deſtroy both it ſelf and others ag 
the ſuddenneſs and violence of its fall : O yap excellent Chriſtie 
ans, haſten, as Lot ſhould have done out of Sodom, to withdraw 
your ſelves from the intereſts, deſigns, zea],. deyotion and Religi 
of this uncharitable and ſelf deſtroying world ; wrap your ſelyes. un 
the mantle of charity, peaceablenels and patience, haften to hide . 
your ſelves in the holes of this rock,the love of Chriſt your Redeemer, 
till he come, _—_ at be _ and af Cher Ay. ay 7 

: Y O pretious and ineſtimable grace of Charity, the only Jewel of 

ry Coir ouy "rd of the viaticum for our Deaths ; the greateſt ornament of 
Cheyfol. fer. a Chriftian profeſſion ; the ſweetnels / of our bitterneſs, the Anti» 
Ihe dote of our poyſons, the Cordiall in our infirmines, the comforter. 
under our dejeRions, the ſupplyer of our defeQs, the joy in'our 
ſorrows, the witneſs of our fincerity, the Crown of our graces, the 
> Joh. 3-14. Seal of our hopes, the ſtay and Pillar of our' Souls, . amidſt the. tears, 
Dileftis (ins toffings, fears and confliasof our mortal] do or, ez In whixh 
fidei ſacramen- we then only joy, when we either love, or arc foved by others ; but 
mm, Cbrifien then we have moſt cauſe of pious joy, "_ being ape and oP: 
ſed, and perſecuted by others, we can yet /ove them, ay for 
1 | fl them, To tee Chriſts fake. Thou that madeft jp Bay 
tientia, and Corfeſſors, and all true Chriſtians, more than Conguerers , 
Mat. $5.44 of death, and enemies, men, and Devils ; O, how have we. bf 
Joi rk. thee ? how have we baniſhed thee ? how have we not injured 
anum inimicas thee ? yea, how have we grieved thee more in this, that we me 
diligee. Hilar, Joth to findthee ; But moſt in this, that we ſeek thee among He- . 
AN Gmr 8 refies, Schiſms, eApoſtacies, (editions, furies, perjuries, tyrannies, 
nal, —: ſuperſtitions, ſacrileges, cauſeleſs djlputes, endleſs janglings ; yea 
oa cruel! mwurthers of bodies, and Anathemaes of ſouls ? But the bigh- 
difd.er.14. ct indignity, and greater than the greateſt infolency offerd thee, 
is, That we boaſt, and proclaim we have found thee, in what we 
have moſt /oft thee ; that we have raiſed thee, by what we Lb 
ruined thee ; that we are moſt Churches, when we are leaſt Chri- 
ftians ; or moſt Chiiſtians, when we haye leaſt of a Church ; in our 
prepoſterous 2eals, our hypocriticall charities, our deformed xefor- 
mings, our diſtorted bodyings, our diftrafted. communions, oug. di- 
vided unions, our faxatick dreams, our blaſphemoxc raptures, our 
prophane enthufiaſms,” our Jicencious hberties, our ijurious indul- 
gences, our irrational], and irreligious confuſions ; our ;crucll role- 
ratings of any thing, rather than ſober abiding, growing, and flou- . 
riſhing in t7#tÞ, which is thy root ; in h»mility, which 1s thy flower ; 
and in well doing, which is y fruit, x” US | 
Procipunm &. Thou wert wont tocome to us Chriſtians, and by us to others, 
leffionis ewenys_ in the cool of the day, ina ftill voice, in meck inweatings, in pen- 
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tle befrechings, like the ſweet dew on herbs, or ſoft rain. on the er 
_ ; ſo that, however Chriſtians might be exceeded by. jw 

other men, in ſtrength, beauty, learning, eloquence, and policy, Irenz. 
yet none equalled them in Charity ; which hath the greateſt con Giatia _ 
rage joyned with the greateſt kindneſs ; and only: knows how. t0 frtifima, & 
crucify mi (eff, that it may ſpare others z'to deny it ſelf, that it may iti z fe» 
oratity others : Haft thou now choſen to come in Earth-quakes, nereſa ſucvi- 
in #hirl-winds, in Thunders, and Lightnings, and Fires, 'in tumults, np & 
in hideous clamors and Wars ? doſt thou delight to wrap thy. ſelf at, vin- 
inthe Garments of Chriſtians rowled in blood? to: beſmear thy fair Semper fi lex 
and orient face with the gore and duſt of fratricides and 22 wwv.I0 ? ner wok | 
Is it thy pleaſure to hide thy ſelf in the thick clouds and darkneſs of Zan ft 
Religious plots, reforming  pretenfions, and then 'to ' break forth bare oft 
with bghraings and hot : obs, - with Hailftones and Coals pry; = rec 
of fire? As if the inſeparable twins of the love 'of God and oxy nes h- Dea propeer ſe 
bour were now parted, or had ſlain and deyoured-onethe other ; ipſum, & (e 
all thy ſweet perfumes thy, hag? Oftces, 'which were . won "2 Prozime 
co be diffuſed from the head of ewr Arm Chrift Jeſus, -to the-skitts Auhege pe. 
of his Garments,the loweſtand mearieft Chriſtians) are they now all ChrifticLy.c.: 
diſtilled and ſ#bl;mated by our hotter brains and (himicall fires, 9 _ | 
into this I Je preſervation 7 Haſt thou: loſt thoſe Cha- 2 ns pony 


F v,* 


raters, which the bleſſed Apoſtle ſometinne gave thee, for long ,Qor33er-%> 
ſuffering, for kindneſs; for not owvying, not vanting, not being ye 


= | 
puffed up; for not behaving thy ſelf unſeemly, not, leeking ' thine «15a ingrwe 
own ; noteafily proyoked, hinbin ing no evill, rejoycing not in ini- mm. Cl. AL 
quity, but ds truth ; Bearing 4 bing, believing all things, ho- "x E 
ping all things, enduring all things > Is thy purity embaſed with , 6.7. ” 
the love of the world, of mony, of hone of pleature,: of applauſe; Charitas eft þbi - 
of yiRory,. through ſe/f-love > Thou that wert wont to. be that pure wenime impe-" 
Chriſtalline and coleſtiall loye of God, and of man. for : Gods ſake-; 99: Jeron. 
art thou now degenerated to ſordid, ſenſwat/, and momentary luſts ? 
Thou that didft feed among the Lillies, on the mountains. of Spices, 
in the Garden of God, on the tree of life, the loyeof God in it, 
with eyes and hands intent to Heaven, pra God for. hisloye 
to thee, and praying for the like Joye to others;; art thou now 
condemned to the Serpents carſe,  togoe on thy. Belly; to feed un 
the duſt ; to make gain thy godlineſs, and to turn eyen | piety it (elf i Tim.6.5. 
into the poyſon of meer (Af-preſervation, in worldly intereſts > How 
isthy voice cha from that of a Lamb, to the roaring of '4 Lien? . 
thy hands from Jaceb's ſmoothneſs, to Eſaw's ronghneſs?),-,-» - | 
Or is this rather-none of thy  voige, which we daily hear? 

theſe none of thy hands, O moſt unchangeable Chazity, who'art 
alwaies the ſame in«hy ſelf, and to others ? Are they not the voice 
and hands of thy diſguiltd enemies, tempting us. with the fol 

| whtilty 
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ſ»btilry ;begniling us with the fallacy of rayening Wolves, eovereil.in 
Sheeps cloathing, and blcating inſtead of howling, yer: with 'no Jet 

rpole to devour ? whoſe bowels are of braſs, their hearts of Ada. 
mant, their Fore-heads of Flint, their Teeth and Claws cf Iron; 
There Feet are fwift to ſhed blood, yea they arc dipped in the bloog 
of Chriſtians ? T hou that wert wont to have. but: otie Head,” rhe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and but two Hands, the right Hand of athance, 


leaning on God ; the leſt of mw ; —_— the weak Brc. 
ther; art thou now grown monſtrous like Hyare, with many 
Heads, and as many ftings ? like Briarews, with many Hands, 
and as many Swords? mutually fighting ,' though ſcemipg to 
branch from, and adhere to the ſame 'of Chriftanity > Is; 
God now to be appeaſed with humave (acrifices, or will he ein 
Mx.q.233; the blood of ans, who would not accept 4 gift at the'als 
x Cor.13.3, tar, till the offerer had firſt reconciled himſelf ro: bus Brother > will 
Motrizm Þ© 29W accept the heads of rhvſe that are flain by us, who would 
ch not Crown © Martyrdom it felt, if the Garjand of "Charity bad 'not 
eate corneal... firſt adorned it on earth, and to ficted it for ſuffcringy | and: by pu» 
Ber.Ep.% nem {uffering, for glory m the Heavens? BE, 0138 bye 3 X T4 
Gratis et gud Olet not the Chriſtian world thus ' miſtake thee z rather ler 
Divimus, quod them never ſpeak'or think of 'thee; than thus” injure thee, while 
valamus, quod. they pretend to advance thee z we know, O 6/effed Charirg; thar 
pugnomus, quod thou art wholy made up of the /ove and free” grace of God, 1by * the 
Chryſalt. *  meritsof Jeſas Chriſt, and the liberall effyfions-of. the bay:1Spinir ;- 


having in thee as no ingredients of humane merits, ſo Jets :of "hue 


mane paſſions, tecular ends, and partia!] intereſts z O ſhew thy 
felt in thy own exzocer (weetnels, in thy pious fimpliciries,/in my | 
lovely lincaments, with thy bartnlcfs hands, -with thy : A 

feer, which carry the meſſage of pood rydings, ' the. Goſpe/l "of Pence, 


which have the murks of «he Lord Jus on them ; which [art'- whos» 
ty made up of foftmefs aud fweetnets ; warming us by "the Nge'af 
the Truth, and melting us by the warmth of Chriſfts love-y ferforth 
thy ſelf in thy ſober ſmiles, thy modeſt eyes, thy ſofe and' filken 
words, thy ſilext «tears, thy clean hands, thy tender fteps's How 
can we love thee, unleſs wwe fee thee, like thy felt Þ! How 
thor love thee, if once” we be bappy to ſee thee, ns thou 'art ! 
not thy ſelf from us, though we have abuſed thee and mocked thee; - 
and ſcourged thee; '2nd erowned thee with Thorns; and clothed thee 
with Purple rayment, died.in the blood of. Chiiftians ; - "we 
haye pierced thy heart; and almott deſtroyed! thee,” fo” rhar 'rhou wrt 
forcca'to fly from us naked and wounded 5; Though we have ftiot on- 
ly forſaken thee, bur driven theefrom us'; not only loſt *thee, but' 
areloth to find thee, and joy m thy Te 


s 


can 
'O-/ 
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ach:and paodgefudin nov. urterly! foriake:!ug,” the- ſcattered and . 
tra reniuank of lurjiving Chriſtians z; Are our diflances more: une -. 
reconcileable, than,.tholewere between God and Sinners? _ yee-thele 
thou halt compoled, by'that Wood: of atronement, which - Chriſt:the © 
ay wp why rg Quodaciar out Dans wap reg 
to and people: given; us this: badge Diſei» _ 

bow ng > lave 04 qnather,; not with: private” and* Schilmagical _ 
faRiowlnels, but. with: pubbke and-: : Cathalick afferSivas; which 
reach as far as the Name of Chriſt 5, owned :| Thou: apt not only 
an eAngell aſcending-up to Heaven: vt: the love of -Godg bur allo .. 
deſcending down.to mtn,.cbicfly ro. the: fraternitics 1of» Chuiltiansy »» TIN 
Nor is- tha firxam of thay "— Which: flaws with Milk-and Frrjatanidnes) 
Honey, only diffuſed upon _— hurch triam phat, the .blefled: Ans © © 
gels, and Sowd: wr) perfe&t, who,are | ever bathed-inan.  _ © 
Ocean of thy Nett ar, which is infinite love ;-bue thow- haſt alſo-re+ ...- . 
ceived gifts for nem; angt balt effuſions of love: to ſoftew our bard »; i) wins 
hearts, to op our, brawny hands, to:clear: our: pales. coniciegt- * ee a9 4g 
ces, ant:to c pou (wriſh countenanecs. me arg 

Better we we cod, baenamong the flain, that- are. gone. Fiokes to 7. —_ 

the Pit, and covered in-darknels, with the: duſt -of © death, than, t0: ir.e, mwtes,ver- 
live without thee ; whoſe pretence makes; qur menient - here to: by mente, Gebens 
Heaven, and thy: abſcyce makes: our after, eternity. to; be Hell ; O Tein ſont anj- 
ler not the erizel}, fa Gtious, profine, and Acheiſtica!\- world fpy; met efiar 
That thou, the {{hgric y:of Chriſtians ;- wert' never beyond a; fable; -2 & mos. 
meteor int their fancies, a! morning dew falling from | their lips ;- ons 
2 melancholy ſoftnels, a puſillanimous; pitty, a: devour; cowatdile;; 
AE CO were kind no] ; than; they wanted; power 6 ;, py" 
be trucY 3 atd:- humbly obeyeyl-no longer, 'than: (they; wanted: oppor 6 OT 
nity tor be proudly- rebetlious!.a ch Ta milor, ky teared - 1 og wr? 
morc as ſlaves; than. lovedas & 7 *r;o A us {1133 N 
» Isthere ev ing dom Corp bg: to nj " 


nan 

thale. ( 'Theriapdri, |Amt Am 
chatarc become; lavage of tiyill 3! thole 
Tygers, and/Lions, and Bears, hd Wolves, 
the priſtine:ſhape and:forms: which. they had, IND 
Sheep? O bring garage, maker vontgas. ſalver;oy which thoudidſtof "vhs wa 
- ipn the ops wor ,and ES em irunoe meh = - Wav 

forme tans: of this metamorphoſed. age,t fy pendene - <a ais 
wes ;the attrachves of thy meekneſs, the icharins me von 
the trophies of thy patience; forbearanccs; and bro 
bring forth the Ma mer ' mercies, bowels of pie, 


oats 


2 oy 
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neſs, tears ; uſe thy ous crafts, __ * Car. 14, 16. 
arts, thy Saint-I{ke en yy * ole Loyal, cu By pee ; w_ 
wr TON 


Lo " 0 
SORE 1 
CL Fay 
bk. - - 


238 of 'ChrIftaw Chartty: oj 
Dnanto mags giving undforgiving,; by which «means Chriſtians ever flonrifſed 


rem cupidi» were 
$4114 deftyui- 


on L- 
ogrngs Wk the wery ele(t,) If * the of 
_ + wes #- old; will not ſerve to moyſten and enlarge thedrycd -and contradted 
eranin, ds bowels of raodern Clitiſtians, ro mollify their hearts, to calm thew- 
Coriſtianis.Jult: ſpirits, and to'{weeten their looks to one another 3 O 'ſhew them - 
nag Wy thy later foul ſcratches, thy freſh wounds, thy grievous hes; 
_ ow thy many bleedings, —_— Kigmatizings ; thy priſons, cy pier- 
Mm 


riwe- Cings, thy dyings, thy crucifyings, all which thou haſt re 


ps {ire 291- the houſe of thy friends, bythe hands of thy friends, even ſuch as © 
Far anions ar6 called Chriſtians, but can hardly be counted,: charirables which 
Juſt.in Apol- }ave brought thee and us to theſe fears, and tremblings, and" pales 
bs neſs, and deſpairs, as if God, and Chrift, and Golpell, 'and Migiftry, 

and Heaven, and falyation, and true Religion, were all departing 

- with thee, which are thy at; AIR, a1 bY IN 


If theſe will not moveChriſtians to look after:thee; or.atiet © 


durati & obo 
durati fili; A- 
emollit tanta 
bemenitas, tan- 
te flamma, 
imeens ardor, 
tam vebe- 


mors terriit , 
my 

> Joh-$.16 

1 tr - 1 * 


Chrikies » Chat cg. 
t for Religion . fake to. kill ewn brother, a Chriſtian, mult be 
apa freſh Sibs Lord of Life ; who died :;for.his Church :':$0 
then, uncharitable deſtroyers of Chriſtians, are rather Deicides, than 
Homicides. 

' IF all this move not thoſe, that are called Chriſtians, to: lay rJoka $16. 
down their malice, fattions, and 4rms, againlt eachother'; for whom Hereby we ww 
Charity and. (briſt bids them lay down: their lives 5. Jer it move Free 
all excellent Chriſtians,” (and-me,. who am leis than the leaſt) | thar thar God 
truly loye thee, and long for thee, to mourn. to.ſce the generality of down his life 
Chriſtians ſo little moved by thee, or to-thee : Let our heads and for us, and we 
eyes, be as Fountains and. Rivers of Waters, running with: tears _—_ "A 
night and day, for thoſe thouſands, whom juftice: 3 and: thoſe cen - 22497 We "1g 
choulands, whom uncharitablenefs, ſcbiſn, and ſwperſtition, bave ſlain chren., 
among Chriſtians, eyen in theſe Nations-and Churches,” 'O' let 'ohr 254 ber tw 
bumble hearts be thy retirement 3 our fighs, and prayers, and tears, ** _ 
thy refreſhment, in the heat and fury of theſe times ; and be thou'to gy, us ied ; 
us, 45 the ſhadow of that great Rock tins weary Land: ad avpiths we 

O bleſſed Bleſſing of all other bleſſings,» Charity ; what words, pleas ” 2m 
what tears, what prayers, what ſighs, what Sermons, what Wri mes ouvediyein, 
can recoyer thee, or recal thee, '-or perſwade thee to'look back, and "+ mages do 
xeturn to theſe, and others pitifully broken, waſted, fortorn,” arid Beatundinum 
divided Churches > But alas, our words are ſharp ſwords, dail 
ing, and claſhing againſt cach other ; our#eays are, 'as the © 

reycngeful and impatient fpirits, which cannot have their w 
prayers are the bitter of hearts troubled and* 
with f», but with cholerand uukinduef; ſo far from pray 
— = we —_— nothing bur enmity ; and are impa 
fnends, if we eſteem them our"enermniecs ; 
cle Grier ro excite-the languiſhi flames of decli- 
ing f«t:6m againſt their oppoſers z our Sermons oftimes arc as "fire _.. 
wo toſſed up _ down: by inceadiaries ; and the breath of our.. 
Pulpits, are SE wy e/Etna, nd, Veſwvinror mrs ſcat- 
coals blaſting all things neer them with ſulphoreome 
exbalations.; Sochort NOTION indeed, as rg 
pry and- 
and State”, 'And for b 


TED an yn SES 


we \(hrifbians 
—_—_ and Prozit, nor vos Jorone 
and.one' Lond: Fefics, ; One-Sprin; one FAV) nd ohne aft iſne, 
But, as if ave had no God, no Faith, (ho 1#5#4;" 116 Satratvent Of: Epbat4-48- 


ounpet \relation-to non CCRT fulyaion in One,andby 
2 . e; * 


nctw_ —— 
A > SENS DOGS DAD > Au We nes AWE > SIO Cr ey eee. —_—_— POE Reporucy Pipatomoongot ne 
a wn ee moe aid * , - 


on Fry p ron and (uch asglory fo muchin-their perl) nos into (by; 3h 


EEPUS E {.» - faith hath han are thee and them too; who' while _ 


" James 3.6- thera, aud this thy ſuppliant Qrator, under the'(hadim hy wing 
, _ wk W (till this calamity be. overpaſt) bide;! us from\zhe firs i An trgs 


LA "1 . 


Oze'y ap if wewre Chriſtians, anely xb'betrighs at 


-* 
e 
= 
® = 


one another 2: {As'if we were al} turned hdunirevy Jeanrgay ai 0 
i#des, and thorns un the eyes of one another. ' 
O thou flower and fiagrancy of all gyaces and virtues ;  wtactian 
"little of a Man, nothing of a Devil,and melt of God, of Chrift, and 
dat wobis . of the Holy Spirit/in thee ; which carrieſt all ſweetniehs; "\erenith, 
ye *&& _rranquillity with thee : If chou abhorreſt the crawds\of C | 


Chanas dew 
S_—_ 


wew and wncouth ways; It thou dareſt not truft their Go fe Wi 
kiſſes, heir fervers andreformings, s, who have {o-oft, under” 

ea protences of —_— ſheathed their ſwords in thy bowls; If 
-thauattafranl, mot onelyiof rel rabbles, wnd zealomrurttitullt}, 
os . ib even of {arred: Synods,, Armies liſted for hoh Wars, whoſe 
moſt to-nothing, b their violences, and .drvifions ; cach —_ ation 


to-contend carneftly for the 2r#zh, have cruſhed thee, O 


< cg vn feeming to ſtrive tat thee; pull and rear 'thee any by 
mem ming violew : balngs: of thee to their fides''Sebts, urretly ny 
Ave 278 Ahge. $' p BY Lf 


x41 O yet/prepare a place for chy ſe}f among ſome Humble and 

| honeſt hcarzs, ſome meek :and quiet ſpirits here in 
ſo, thou maſt retire and hide thy 1elt, from thy. friend)y _ 
from. theirgruel caurtchies, rang: -im onradieies]> hk 
agudtions, and'defigns. Oditdainmor the en: hearts and: 
ſpirits, of ghat remnant bf rrwuly. Reformed, Catholrke, I hana 
Chrittians, which yet have eſcaped vin this Church; ' Ti | 
thee, theſe long for thee, thele-are fk, of love to thee, and & 
life without thee. To thy honor: androftannarion; to wide 
eſtabliſhment, thele (lines are chiefly, canſcerated!:! Oidoabonroer 


bur when 1 . Which are fet on fire with *. fire af rel 5 which 
ſpeak, hey are.cool drops, andcalm pleas for ee Ferro 4088 
for war. In the great and {ad ,nuines.of 'Ghureches, nel diffintlons* 
Chriſtians. ,- O be thou owr. ref 9g gnd prtexthiew.; 10eac his” re wed 
aivine love; and fotolove thee, wthatodc, mey:lye awvorry 1 
vt Learn us that, higheſt Jeflbn.of ef x Gbritan;ro1 vocab, 
r{y«xtors 3 WAR -Bheps Jearfbtochace nbeiy axtraes 
Fa -o: co4 us $20 IO? wo 9324) has wy hy. 
Cor. 13. 8. ener vel Lace, do ich-errfrex] 
Charicy, never be be -(as.Rytb ith Lanmi) unſcpamble-trom .thee] huhubaee 
faileth.  Eatth;\as tho arvche owply remwwining Cr.a0e in bſeghawy) bang-6e: 
2.1 4.431413 crown and conjpurmation of all other erat rn y-»vhich, Jie 
ſtars,t pprax, andarewulhagly {wallowed op ,roibenithytulbe, 


h,; od Thides 
the Faals,” FRE jovies ll Frowgy Hindn aw 
Ai | thy fouk atiomee; ancin dias berry cnn 
obje& arfinicely lovely , and loves it withar: iminitc love; Beattie t 
yrs woſhould faib of uhee timthis life (0 thou:belowrd of enrifhnck ) 
carry us with thee, from Cicies, iro \folioudes y from 4ny;}toe- 
(erre ; \from >the -wnſociablerfoateries, and: II | 
erceprag | cottages, to. weeping folitudes, 'and-' 
where wemy'engoy thee uv ouriown oft | 
rather than dwelbin Palares," and Ciries, and Fepien, 
we fee thee daily defpiſed, d,and fed ; Sour cenaiqocrayend 
rr ampleduunder the feet 0 Chriſtians, m Vilkeges, im Townu; in'Citiey, 
in Senates, in' Armies, im Srats of Juſ f 
the wings of a Nove, even thy wings (Q bel! ; 
aſcendeft -#t Once) to Godt: 3m Fove; 'ramd defrdndeſt for Gord Wake in 
Jove to man-;; [that womay make. haſte .and flingeway pant be arive/ 
for ever ; that -we may-aicend from ahisaallexiof (our Fois..20 
tho mountaie'df thyfclicitier' 3 Which! is: :6b y 
fcff in the greavmarrerl or ylufiot P——_ pho is arte: 
ir}f;and.co us prrfet ight;rhar we unay ſec; hind .z'and 
is perfett love, that'-we may enjoy his perfett- laghry —_— John x: 775 
Lights, and Foun ain of \Love; _ ;eberwit 
filled with rruth 'and peave, weriry and aharjey 7; 1 ho tee hath 7 al 
tprinkled our fouls: with: Ne llead ch rig y> wor? 
pa_—_ bleſſed Fe(me' t hy Je ut nw here, be _—_ 
tothy {e'f, perfett charity to holy *hnenaoetty to ud 
_ that our ererwiry maybe bleſfed Hei th —_ and i, 
and our Fellow Saints lovefor cover, -: \iwetes 1111.6 
You, O exceHent Chriſtians: whoſeioxoattoary | 
that above all-things you lunve. pure "dhariny;' he vonbbſ 
— ma} ra & br 


> appul 14, 


erfethion 
Fhis par ; "\Nke ke” Jeremicr; thirth fhed omnum gratia- 
lame few drops 999-4 iumroy von ea with \rherblood of 19m une chari- 


Chriſtians, which tath beende 


iy chete; ſ tis. Atab. - 
' Churches; manning, for} orc on oF" RS 
ity, on thetwires bt "armaaacorer, whit 


OBE Cer 3 ar "rol yaajore makes 


menr'the loth, ov" twice 
"Rg.igion z2acherh yoo}; ro/love- all in charity, os rein | 


oY 


-abwnb. af": Wow: have earned CG ſorne 
caſcs, with joy) the ſporling of your goods, the ſequeſtring, of —_— 
revenues, the impriſonment of your perſots, the ſcatteri _ 
neereſt re/ations, the withrawings of your wary 

oreat alterations of civil pomers, and ſecular affairs ; Theſe are bn 
Leaes aid parts of the ſame Tragedy, —_ hath always been _ 


Chrifttan Charly, * © 
ing ori the Worlds Theatre z in which, /it is ſafer to. be'Spetatiny; 
_ Sufferers,thau Actors; nor'may;your ings in ſecular metihy; 
diſorder your charity ; onely, the plundrings of your tr#e Chriſtiay 
Religion, which ſome men aim at ; the anger of this Churchisf 
A, from its. g/ory and reformation ; the dividing, and fo-de- 
| tro ying of it ;- the reſtraining you from enjoying- the great : jeal 
charity , the Sacrament of. Chriſtian ( ommunion ; the icattering 
your able faithfwl- Miniſters into corners ; the changing and contemn- 
ing of your antrext and Fxcellent Miniftry ; the inings of 
your comforts, and the hazards of your conſciences; the many con« 
tufions and miſeries threatning your poſterity in matters of ſalvation, 
3f- the malice of ſome men may be ſuffered to abuſe your charity, and 
impoſe upon this credulity ; . x 91 | 
Theſe, your zeal {mixed with charity) teacheth you, to endws 
with an impatient patience : Therefore patient in ſome degree, be-- 
cauſe you yet hope better thmgs from Goa, and all men ; there- 
fore pronſly impatient, becauſe you earneſtly wiſh .better for - Gods 
- glory, -and the goed of your Countrey. Your hamble ' 2g] hath 
taught you to be di{creetly charitable ; as to your own fouls, ſotoall 
others; bur ſpecially'to this Church of  Ezgla»d, and the true Mini- 
fers of it ; to whom, you cannot but willingly bear that texder re- 
Jett and love,which pious children are. wont to do to their ds 
yet- well-deſerving parems ; from the. care and ſupport of whom, 
no Corbans, no imaginary Dedications and Devotions of your ſelves 
to any new Church ways, and forms of Religion, may- ally f 
your affet#ions ; nor diſpence with that refett, juſtice, gratitude, 
andcharity, which you in conſcience ow-to thoſe, to whom-in 
ſenſe you ow your own ſelves , and the. beſt of your ſclves, your 
| ſouls: Whole divine. eAuthorsty,. and holy Calling, I ſhall now 
..__» "further endeavor te prove , - having thus firft-cRtablj the 1rath of 
. 11 ur Religion, and of our Church ; whoſe greateſt walte and want, is 
that of c 7; whoſe dying embers, andalmoſt extinguiſhed ſparks, 
I bave (by the way) endeayored to revive in the hearts of true Chri- 
Rtians ; ſo they (may. without peſſio» or preivwdice, embrace that 
tr«th which I chiefly to vindi inthis oof egy © Name- 
ly, The holy Calling, divint Inſtitution, and F wnHtiomof the Mivifiry 
of this Church of .Euglend.; which will beſt be done. by 
the, chief Objeftions, Calunmics, and Cavils, brought againſt boi 
the Miniſters and their Miviftry , by ther many Adves- 
13, Tay Fit + {#4 F*7 ZIG 
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, -.:- OBJECT. 


Mui firy of the Chivehu yuulir Calling)" aj 
OBJECTION" 11; 
Againſt the peculiar Office and Calling of Evangelical 
Miniſters. | 1: tv Bits Om 


Uppoſe we grant (lay they) true Religion, and atrue Church int -, 
IJ land, with fome*defe&s; yer t may be without any FE 
as tint? office, or peculiar calling of Miniſters, which you challenge;” . | 
as of divine appointment > Where as, we conceive, ey ſtant 1.46 64 
tr of know- 2» Den, 4. 268: 7 
| © w-rhe: $33 ;0©-<£} ® BY 
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our times : Of which, no ſober or learned Chiſtiang. can with any ova & 

Plaufible ſhew, make any doubr;; fo faras Got in his ;rovidence hath ſom gaed - 
continued tous any' Momments  orWitnefſes of the Churches eftare, 74s wn 
fucceffion, and tranſaRions in former times. Inall which, we fide TW. 6.124 
there ever was a peculiar Office of the holy Miniſtry, "and a peculiar © 
Order of Perſons, both ordaining, - and ondained" tv beuiniters 5 ",) = 


£44 Carbide hb tief hothan, 
and both ſo uſed and ſo eftecmcd, by all goo O—_—_ inall ſetled. 
Churches, Clemens, -iy Sainy Bangs tjmey aftgs him, writing from 
Rome to the Corintthilns; whete fatto was indled , Ex 
people and Pregbyters.to.peace, tells rhens, That the « poliles ap- 
pointed: ſme in all Cotmtreys ( chlitues wit” Ewayyiahe | FRA 
wn) trying and approving them by the Spirit, to.$6» and* 
ney for thoſe that after ſhould deve, _ 54. Edit, 


1d ſine dubiott- ound Catholiks pratliſ and judgments asit is; 9 great i ſurfutt2 
=/0m12 gee or-to1 all:fober. Chriftians,, who itch ner'afrer-xoveltres. ;, 10 it muilh 
fol, Apeſioli need3$: be) 3 wvehement. Prejudice, with, any. wuemen,: 2gainlh thole, 
: clo; ehiia yeſterday roveltits, riiied/bylore few men, of great paſſions and-pren 
= a wer {urhptions,. but.of. 10 y=_ reputation - {that ever T' couldilearnk 
—_ +» -þ civher ſuch learniye, & Of :mpartzrakity, - a$;m2zy be put:ines 
de mendacia ballance againi& the clearaud concurrend Teſtinmentes of lt be 4s: 
prejudicanda, tivoits, the nniverſal pratiifeot all { harcbes, which all Hiſtories, 
qe ſapit contra a1] Fathers, all Connects, ail. Leewed:and: God men, 1botbres! winis: 
4 ns gs ecele= nd Modern, do with one Spirit, and one Month abundantly teftific ; 
4 Sore phahticr hes bf'$awot- Jerona'; Br. Auguſtine ty ferrite 
(,6-Db, others Who, ſpealling of: the Cant of Min 
Termidepre hole monty, Calledes be am; is. Apoſtle of FeſtisC riſe) reckon upfow 
ad Hz.c21 ons 31 i v0 gaiva 
al Pres of: Eft, Same, chas are Tent immediarcly- from Gods" androot by 
as Moſer, may: Propbirs the: EERRICS and Saint 
facet On Cypi Pat, 4 © 07 D3 ILY * 
ty Sk tl 5 Secondly ; * ans by Gods rdaimmenk yetuby, Hans hands , 
7. cap. in and Ordwation 5-25 efaron, Pei 'Ehjk, _ hyws 00 
Gal. - -Thwdly b,: Others :in/-the ond! Is _ 5 ſerif th 
1fdor, Hiſpal. Ghuneh; @Slzis appounedi\by Jem 
off. ecelc. L. 2. dained Adon Mews fporogcitiet acevreing: to, read iy cl feoury! 69 
Radix Criſi. Wig ar affeition..' 
ave ſociated Fourtbly, Thersi be  ſome- wham neal Gag) nor man ends, 
per fſedes Apo- but they run of themlelves, . 
foloram & 1: Such; (faith Sr. Jerom) were, and are falſe Prophets, 1nhd | 
| 6A E- Apoſtles, deceitful -workers , Adinifigns of Satan,tr avsformitg 
pen yr" \{e{versnte Angels of light ; who (af; Thus faith the. Carman 
Lord bath not fhokgn to them, or ſext them. To this ſenſe) ink 
funttur, Aug, Yom,” St, Amſtine,and accordingly: 2} the Antierrs, before and 
ep. 42 chem, as oy have anon nr , duty, and dignity 
© Menifters in the (Church + Which Capi ohhe T eftimiony-, 
(9h webs, of i Tradwian, or Cuſtom of the Church, forany Chreſhian to __ 
perform vii without ſhew: of reaſon, is awollerable impudence!; and not- to be= 
(eo 4 heve it, is woſt imbumabe, and nrchriſtian wnoberitah leneſs ; 2 to-dife 


«76. Sr Wiki and caufleſly $0 derogate from it,» can! be-qo.other,p. bub 
pro 


Catholike Teftimony and Cuſtoms of the Church. Is: 
profanc and pervenic inſolence ; unlets rhcre {can be-produced ſuch ſervices (& 
clear teſtimonies, from immediate divine revelations, confirmed by COT 
miracles, or from the received Written Word of Gad, tothe contrary ; a_—_— 
as will eaſily, and ought juſtly to overweigh all after +nvemravs.or ly, bur in due 
confttutrons, Which are built meerly upon humane cuſtom and avs time and ſea- 
thority ; as that was of giving the Lords Supper to Infants, and to 190» (39 5 
the dead fometimes. , prays +: = 


and ſupreme pleaſure, hath appointed, "ExarG- 6:8 & 1 Mis wauan bagrreime Ne. Onan 
«Yep mie Anne cy ily pion NIrrgy, The Faction or Schiſa began in Saine Pauls time, then 
rencwed,or had continued ,which Clewess ſhews, citing the Apoſtle Pauls E piſtle to the Corinthians, 
and telling them, That the Apoſtles ferle4 approved Miniſters, Biſhops, and Deacons after 
them, and ordered for a ſucceflion to follow, when thoſe were dead, whom they ordained imme- 
diatcly, p. $7- Edt. Pl. Fn. Clemens KR. ep. ad Corinth. Ignat. cp. ad Hicron. &in aliis ep, 
Zufl. Mar. Apol, 2. Tertul. Apol. & lib, De Baptiſmo. Cyprias, 1. 3: <p-2,9, 1.3- cp. 5. E#, qui 
ſunt in Eccleſia, Prevbyterss obaydire oportet, hui qus ſuccefſionem babent ab Apoſtols ;, gui cum Epiſcoparus 
ſucc-{ſime chariſma weritatss certum ſecundum beneplacitumpatris ueceperum © Reliquot vio, qui ah» 
Punt i principali ſucceſſime, & yg loco colliguntar, ſuſpettos babere, wel » & mate 
ſententis ; wel quaſh ſcindentes, & elatos, & : Aut ravſm ut bypocrite qualtus gratia & 
vane glorie buc operantes ; omnes autem Foileciauent 3 weritate, ut Nadab, & Abihu, & Koram, & 
Jcroboam, &c. Irenzus, 1.4. E453: Agmtio verg eft Apoſiolorum dettrins & antiquns Eccitſie 


in univerſo mundo ſtcundum ſauce s E piſtoporum, quibus illi cam, que'in 4 Loco oft Ecclfam, 
tradiderint} Tren. 1.4. c. 63, Chryſoſt, de Sacerdotio. Baſil, Mag. Symoni comparat illey. 
qui wag 5H agree ipery ma aapbayo, Who rake moncy tor O:dination ; and calls thar 


ain, egrnayl vw ic pine, Condut money for Hell, Ep.78. And in his 181. Epift, cha- 
| to himſelf rhe power of Ordination from the Corepiſcops, So Epiſt, 187. i =ntiw ow it1:q, 
&«c,-The antient cuſtom of the Church receives none to be Miniſters, bur with ſtrict examination, 
intheir Ordination. Epiphan, He. 79, fire, Dialog, «d Lucifer, St. Ambroſe. -De Dighitate 
Sacerdotali Liber. St. Auſftine, Ey-42, and in many places. St.Gregory the Grear, De Cura Paſto- 
rali, lib. Ouomode valebit ſecularis bemo factrdoths magiſftirinm adimplere, cujius nec officium tenuit , we 
dſciylinam agnovi ? 11, Hiſp, off. eccl. 1.2. c.5, ior wa} ily wit aura, Oc, Neulatenss nobis 
Chriſtians ſum (ft, ut quis iz eccleſia, ſen publice Scriptures explanet, niſi, qui in clerica'em erdinems 
adſcitus fuerit, Suid, ink me? qnaly, Greg. Thaumaturgus, juvennm quendam pinm & Philo. 
ſoybum [ub forma carbonarii obſcurum in ſacerdotem ordinavit. 17 + rayueulon ain, | uxta ſdlcumes 
ritys, Greg, Ni. in yita Theum, | | | | 


Which counterbalancing of C»/tom by Reaſon or Scripture, is * 
not yet in the leaſt kinde done, by theſe men, that are the oppolers 
of the Miniſtry of England ; Who, by the ſame prod or peeviſh 
incredslity, by which they oppoſe the { athohke ET and praQi- 
calTeſtimony of. the Church, 1 this great point of the holy Mineſtry, 
do overthrow, by a ſceptical folly, and difbur ive madneſs, the very ._ - 
foundation, and all poſſible means of Hiſtorical belief or faith amon 
men ; For which, the w:{dom and providence of the Creator, hat 
afforded ro mankinde, no other ordinary ground or inducement, but 
onely that, of a charitable andrarional perſwafon, which we have, _ 
That neither the-moſt, nor, to be ſure, the belt ableſt, and worthictt : 
men, in all Ages, -and theſe in-ſeveral places, would conſpire-in-2 
lie, or give ny to a falbeod; OT to their own onienes; - 

® "a 


Catholike Teſtimony und Cuffome bf tht Church, 
and the evidence of things, as to matter of fa ; whereof them» 
ſelves, and their forefathers, were eye-witneſles, beyond any pcſſidis 
lity of ignorance, or miſtake : Nor can any thing be' alleged, or fwp« 
poted, as matter of ſelf-intereſt, or partiality ; there being the firſt 
Three hundred years, no temptation of ſecular proftt, or honor, th 
blinde, or corrupt their jwdgmenr and reitimony ; where 
ſhould not either fully arid clearly ſee, what was judged, and ated 
in the Church ; or that any thing ſhould ſo bribe their tongues and 
pens, as not to give a trac record, amd faithful vapor topoterity: 
Since many of them ſealed their /ove to the 11997Þ, and charity ts 
mankinde, by their blood in Martyrdom, iT 
At the {ame rate, of obſtinate dwbeliewing, and ſupercilious dew- 
ing, whatever is delivered by writing of trad ion to after Ages, mein 
may fooliſhly, and madly queſtion the works of every Author, the 
46% cBariſmata fatts and records of all former times, Jett us in H:iFtory : Chriltians 
Jomini poſita may doubt of their Bapti(” in their Infancy ; yea, and queſtion their 
ſunt, th: biſev'e gon Natural Fathers and e Mothers, retuſung to uwn, or pay any 
os ag duty and obedience to them; fince of thele they can haye ho other 
quor eſt ea, que Auratice, than what is rold them by others; as alto of alf their 
ab Apoſtolu ſuc- forefathers and predeceſſors; from whom thale Sceptical Jn are 
ſfio, & ld, certainly deſcended, although they never law them ; and (pcilibly) 
pr they enjoy the benefit of their forefarhers Itbors andeftares xo this 
bile [a monis Gay » Which from thoſe is derived in an oxderly ſucceffion, to theſe 
ufiat. iren, their ungrateful ſuccefors : Nor is indeed the Series and Gentaltyy 
of Natural Parents, more necef{ary and certain inreaſon, that they 
have been, and are gone before vs '(howeyer their ſeyeral names and 
ſuarem, eval- fuccelſions may be unknown) from Noah, or from Adaw ; than is 
| vant online the conſtant and uninterrupted ſuccefſion of Spriitual Fathers, aid 
F piſtqporum Predecefſors in the AMiniHtry- of the Cherch ;- derived by the -haty 
ſuorum niger Apeftles from Jeſus Chrift, the ſecond'Hdam'; ' the Everliibing 
+» 7 mnt Father of a better Generation : Of which, there are (befides the ap- 
tluw, ut primys Parent, preſent ſucceſſion in this Church of England, and'all otter 
iſt: Epiſcopus "Churches-Chriftian , now in a!l the World, which lately bad or 
_—_— ex {till have a peculiar order of Biſhops and Presbyters, as hely 7 iniſters 
en ods in the Church) \4o clear, and conftant, and undeniable Fifforier, 
babuerit autre from thoſe that were (4nmrimm) of 'afl men or writers , the moſt - 
4 47,0 gf err to be ws hs weir OED God, their zeal for the tr#th, 
ere, dc prz, their charity to all ey ; but eſpecially, forrheir care of rhe houſhold 
ad Hz. £33. of Faith, the Church of Chriſt. F £ ml ty 
on fides ex — Wherein, however it be moſt 'trie , chat a bare defrent; of ſme- 
wn ay per-' ceſſion of 'perſens, following each other in eime wr eel] _ 
ſme ex fide ſunt ſy ficietit to carry on the being Ind honor of a tre Church Ohbrittien, 
Gs Ay **(which ritle is not'entaiJed to any place, or arty race of peo Jle,) w- 
ad Mxr,c.3, JEfs, withal there be a tucceffion in Chriftian Poftrine ant Tnfhiin- 
160KS,. 


* 


Catbolich, prettije of the Church, 64 
20122, according to the Scripture z yer it is as true, that 'the exfody 
444 trad:tion of the Scriptures, the ſaceeſfion of true deftrine obe- | 
lieved in the Church, and divine Infticutiongs celebrated, never hayg. Charyma wer. 
been, nor ever can poſſibly be in Chrilts ordinary wayfo his Chuach #4 rwinun 
carried on to after generations, but anly by ſuch a porſonal/ fſwcceſ- Te On 
on of Biſhops, Pattors, and: Minifters in the Church ; fuch as were CREWS 
in che beginning of the Go'pell appointed by Chriſt, and ever fince werint, /e 66n 
hath been orderly and conſtantly derived from one to another, a- Ecdeſia dafte: 
orccable to the divine conſtitunion ; Nor are Ct riſtians to expe or ! recipe, Bey 
preſume of daily miracles, ſpeciall revelations, or Angelick miſſions, Eccleſia ——_y 
to carry on Chriſtian Rel:gion ; but humbly to c2prent themic]yes deſerere debere. 
with that once ſerled Miniſtry and holy order,. which God by Jeſus Viac. Lirio, 
Chriſt hath given to the Church, after which example ſome are fti}l ©33-, . 
duly rryed,ordaiaed, fer apart, andianiticd to this office, the dilpen- = br Yay 
ſation of the Golpel], and thole myſteries which goe with ir. cops quibus 


dernnt Eccleſizs, Irenz,1.5- Audiviz quodam Preibyiero guy audicras ab his qui 4 ; F 
lrenz.1. 4. © 45. Epii.4.41.1 Cor,rs.z8. my 9 poflien wid ag 


Indeed I cannot but cſteem, as all good, wiſe, and' humble Chri- gt 
ſtians do, and ever did, the conſtant, clear, and concurrent (which The aftceme 
is the truly Catholick) teſtimony of the Church (un which © much ts be had 'of 
of the truth, Spirit, and grace of God, hath alwaies appeazed amidſt the Carho- , 
the many cloudings of humane infirmities) to be fa beyond any /ick crſtows 
meer hamane record, or authority ; in point of eſtabliſhing a Chri» is: che ; |. 
ftians judgement or concience, 18 aty thing, that is nog conmrary Chareh.. 
tothe evident command of the written word: of God : However Vincent, 
fome nexs ignorance and ſe)f, canceited confidence (like bogs and 294» 
quagmires) are ſo Jooſe and falle, that no: piles never !o long, well u_ a pn 

riven, and lrongly comparten, by the conſent and harmonious te> du tengear | 
| timonies of the mott Tearned writers in the Church, can 1cach any Feelefiis id db 
bottom, or firm ground in them, whereon to lay a foundation of #*%* cathefi- 
humane belief, orere& a firmbank and defente againſt the invaſion ©: £4p-3+ 
of daily novelties ; which low up all, and break in. upon the anti- gry ye 
ent and moſt venerable orders, practiſes and conſtitutions of the gitar ac 
Church, where ever they are yu continucd : which being evidently p-rce movere 
ſer forth to me, by wirnefles of ſo great credit, for their piety, dili» fiden. Clauv 
gence, fidelity, harmony, integrity, conſtancy aud charity, 4 know _ —_ 
not how with any face of humanity or Chriſtianity to queſtion, tas conſurtu- 
disbelieve,or contradit, p - dini prepenen- 

da ſunt, (ed 


rouſuet udini writes (i y nibil opertet frmius _ retineri.. . Auft, 1. 4, cont. Donat. de 
Bapt. c,'4. in hu de quobus whit" cath, Ratuit Scriptura divina, mos populi Dei & infti- 
tula ma erum pro lege teneuda ſunt : { nec fidri nec bans moribucs fint cantratia. Auſt, ad Caſulen: Tra- 
ditiones Ecclepaſtice, gue fideines officiunt, ita vbſtrumde u6 3 mejuibus vadite ine alicrum cay- 
ſvetuds alierur coxtrario more [ubucricnds- Joe inner. Siaatiia Scriptare detmunavi cerie con- 


Pg 3 oo” n -7 % * T7 


' . 248 How valid for the Miniſtry. 
obor avit : que ſine dubis de Apoſt, traditione manavi. Terwl. de cor, M, Sante Eccles ſich. 
mmayaty _ tath beredes Apoſtolica decreta & definita ſeitame:, maluerunt [e ipſos, quim we 
tuſte univerſitatis fidem prodere. Vinc. Lyrin, c.8, Si q«1d hodie per totum orbem frequentat eccleſig bac 
quin ita fariendum fit d;/putare imſolextiffime ft inlan'e. Auguſt, ep. 118, O av@#@* wwe hdidubs 
dmg Enipo;er , warp amiprens , wipes (Rifles Gp pgodnm )ien, of iden. Baſ. 
Conr, Arium vabcl.&c. Otherways, «q' « xr & maaiggeny, mtr © Twine agivr w bdſm "of 
ark f x, # 20578 Bud » X, {i Th bi 1p pagp rvproweTyu i pgy phone y tein *3 4% Mb Oienow © witie of 
m\ = 14 exyiny, Gicg. Naz, de Apoll-nariv. Poſt ſacrarum Scriptiur arum canonicam antoritatem 
Eclefie Catholice conſenſus tantum apud m: ſemper valuit, ut gue cunque ab boc conſeaſu confirmats 
uideam mbi ſacroſanita & immutabilia videantur. Biſhop Carleton. de Conſen, ccclef, cap,11, 
cap, 277». ; ' ; 
| _ | 
Under which cloud of »»ſietled witnefſes, T confeſs, Ttank 
not but much acquielce, and reſt {atisfied in thote things, which 0- 
thers exdleſily dr5þute, becaule they have nct 1o {eral and precep- 
J univerſa 1194 2 oround in Scripture ; however wor have a very rational, cx- 
Bo ecclefia exemplary, analogical and conſequentia] authority from thence, 
wee confiliis in- Which is made molt clear, as to the minde of God, by that ſenſe, 
fituum fed hich the Primitive Doftors and Chriſtians, who lived with, or next 


Epiſtle) an- 
y are. colt- 
overnment : How, n 


urches of Chriſt, either: 


Vw 


em, apud 
eclefras furrit 


a 
fants of Chriſtian Parents, who profe.s to io in Jeſus Chrift 
onely for the means of ſalvation, to them andtheir children; which, 
after Saint Cyprian, Saint Jerom and Angnſtive affirm to havebetn 
the'cultom of the Catholike Church, in, and before their days ; {0 as 
no Biſhop, or Council, or Synod began it, Cypr. er. ad Frdum. Auft 

| od 


1 Hon valid for the Mnifiry\" 149 
28. Andno leſs, in this of the peculiar diftin& calling, order, ofs ., ... 
*. and (»cceſſion, of the Miniftry Evangetical. -v —_ pM 
In all which, if the Letter and Ana of Scripture were leſs rv zzarioon 
clear than ic is, to that the doEtrines of. thote particulars (which are 7« «<2 
| ke Chriſtians counted divine) were {ike Vines, and Honey- pyenert cot 
ſuckles) leis able ro bear ” themſelves in full awthority, by that 64,4; an- 
ſtrength and veriue which they receive from the Scripture Precept, no 41g. - 
where undoubtedly their roct is ; and from whence they have grown, Some things ' 
Naan out fo far, and flouriſhedin all Churches ;) yer the conſtant ay So 
judgment and praRife: of the Church of Chriſt (which is called the (4,0, 4s 
pil;ar and oround of truth,) are ſtayes and firm ſupports to fuch {ſweet thers by cu- 
and ulefull plants, which have ſo long flouriſhed in the Church of flom, © 
Chriſt, whoſe cuttom may filence perverſe difputes of corrupt and 938m » i 
contentious minds: And indeed  dorh fully ſatisfy and <onfirm pron 
We - . : ia. Con.Nis 
both my. believe, and my religious obſervation of thoſe particu- cen, - ]. 
lars, as lacred and anakerable, = | NES 
Nor hath any of choſe things, more clear evidence from Scrip- Zachaiftie 
ture or CORES than this of the calling and ſucceſſion of ſacramettom + 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpell hath, wherein ſome men, after due 1ryal/ 29 droliorum 
aud examination of their gifts and lives, made by thoſe who are; of ma =. 
the ſame funRion;;and are in the Church indned with a derivable pus. Ter- 
Commiſſion and Authority, to ordein. an holy tyeccſſion of men. in 1ul. deCors. 
the Miniſtry for the Churches ule, arc by faſting, prayer, and ſolemn AL; 
impoſition of hands in the preſence of the faithfull people, pub- [#3 
likely and peculiarly ordained, conſecrated, fer apart, ſent and au- ;jege mim 
thoriſed in the power and name of Chrift, to preach the Golpell to aiſriin ſuum 
all men, to adminiſter the holy Sacraments,” and reſpeRiyely 'to dif. wen initiane 
penle all thote holy duties, and myftcties belonging” 10 Chriſtian 77 4 #w.a- 


Religion, among Chriſtian people, thar is, ſuch' as -profely to 'be+ mi 
lieve, that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Saviour of Sinners. . 
ducer ordine be- 


$ 2cr aments won numere. Calvin. Inft. I. 4c. 14. ſet. 2, Amb. 4, 5.cp.32. ad Valentin. Commends + 
that ſenretices which -the- Emperours Father had wrote touching judicatories and. Judges .in.. 
Church marreps.” In e44/a fides vel Ecelefiaſfbci muneris enum ſudicare e, 443 BEG MONE -LPIPar, B46 * 
Jure d:ſſumilis, conſtanter aſſero. gs | ; A 


Which holy and moſt neceſſary cuſtom” 'of- —_ ſome fit- 
men, by others of the fame funQicn, to' be Minifters in the Church, 
hath not only the unanimous conſenr'ind- praiſe of the Orthodox - _ 
Chriſtians, and.pureſt Chatches in all ages, from the Apoſtles times ; - 
But, no Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, who owned any relation to 
the Goſpell of Jeſus Chriſt, did ever ſo much as diſpute, or queſtion** 
the power and ſucceſſion miniſteriall, as to its caYling peculiar, 'and * . 
divinely approjriated, t6:fome men in the Church, Till of later ” .* 
daycs'in Germany, and ſome otherwheres the: pfide of ſame. mens 

, Y-3 " parts-- 
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parts, and conceit cf their pitts, or the opinion of their rapturezayg. 
Embuſiaſms, mixed with other Juits and tecular deligns, tempted 
ſome weak and tanatick mcn of the Anabaptifhcal leaven , to ad 

vcnture the invaſion and vulgar proftration of the. office ; - bcfas 
4. ver they broached thcir reaſons againſt it ; which pretumption of 
ep fright iforder the Swenckfeldians, who called themſclyes Confeſor of the 
3543- When g/ory of Chriſt ; afterwards the Secinians and others intending to ins 
they after pro- 7 quce new and heretical dodtrines with their new Teachers, futied 
= " + to ſet forth with ſome weak ſh:ws of reaton and Scripture, Where. * 
, R . c 
Jains which as inall former ages of the Church, ſuch as ſhould have abrogated 
conſpired to the antrent (atholick way, or have broached any: new way of E 
_ _—_ vangelical power and Miniſtry, would have been as ſcandalons, as 
the Goſocl : if he had broached a wew Meſſizs , or 2 new Gofpel , and made 
German, the old one of none cffe& ; as many of thote ſtrive ro do, who ſeek 
hanging and to cry down the former way ot Minilters right Oraimatron, - Swccefſi- 
drowning me ,,, and Armnthority, Who if they kad not met with a giddy, andcredy- 
Gel lous, and licentious age, would have needed new wraclerto have con- 
inco wells, 41, firmed their ew and lebeian ways of AMinistry ; or tocalhier theold 
- 3562. C1.Sam one; which was firſt began, and atcer confirmed (as the Goipet was) 
frffus de remp. for fore years, with many :»fallible ſigns and wonders, wrought by 
Irenzus, 1.4. the ApoiHes, andthcir S#cceſſors, in that Order and Funttion, 
c.43. Pn adſiſient a princpa's ſacceſſions (Fpiſcoporam & Prechytererum ab Apoitol i) quocnnque len 
—__—_ effos babere oportet, v1 bercticas, wel ſcindentes, wil cf1tes & fibi placenies, One bi 


i veritate. Sophiſte verborum mags efſe volentcs,, qui diſcipuli verit an. Iren. lib.z. £.40- 


3. What can it bz then, but an exceed/zg want of common uuder- 

What can be ſtanding, or a [uperfluit; of malice, cr a tranſport of paſſios, or lome 
the deſign of ſecalar inſt , either to deny credic.to the Teſtimony of the belt Chi 
any ro go ftians, and pureſt Churches in aJl times, or to go quite contrary 
eontrary, or their judgment and practiſe, by fecking to difcredit and defiroy.. the 
mmnovate? Authority and peculiar FuniCtion of the anticnt Catholike Cliiſtian 
Miniſtry, m-thele or other Churches ?' . And-fince jn provetiot timey 
 Tneariyulatn-- jr could be no matter of either profit or honor in the world; tobe 
- 40a Biſhop or Tresbyter \n the Church { who were the firſt men t6'bt 
pe rygrerde oe erfecuted or ſacrificed; ) What motive could there be then', 
Chriſto, Chriſt Dut onely wi, 22% Duty, and Cen{cience, to undertake and pcr- 
& Deo accepit, {evere wn that holy and dangerous C alling + that ſo the Gefef might 


Terrul. de he comtinued ? Andfince, now in England, . it can be no great fewp 
_ C- 37. tation of covetouſneſs or ambition ( unlels. it be in a. poor 
OT neceſſicous man ) .to be, a Preacher of the GoFpel,, upon the new | 
p#1 ſedes Apoſio- accoum of the peoples, or ſcif-ordaining (which is awnouc JD what 
o'um © (#c- can it be that provokes ſo many in a new, and pitiful way , either 
—_— Ogre gions ignorance, and popular ſSunplicity ,to undertake 0 be Preach. 

#8 rbem prop ag atione diffiatlionr . rugult, ep. 42. _ at ra 


as? 


For the peculiar Calting of the Miniftoy; 


» Or in a more refined way of devitiſh malice and deep deſign, vo- 
+4 level, caſt down, and trample _ foot all Miniſterial power 
whatſoever, (which is none, if it be common, and not peculiar te 
ſome men by divine Sanftiow:) C:rtainly, this can arife fromno 
other aim, - but either that of deftroying us, as a Reformed Chyrch ; 
ordelolating us, quite from bang a Church, or Chriſtians : Which 
our poſterity will calily ceaſe to be, as tothe very form (35 —— | | 
preſent are, as toany power and conſcience of Religion) if otice't Y rCor.tyi”gs- 
ceaſe to haye', or begin to think they have not hag, © any true Mini-- Ts 
ters in this, or any Church : So thar all Preaching of GoFpel, a 
SH aments, all the Faith of fo many Chriftians, ' Profeſſors, Con-. 
ry 2 and «Martyrs in all no togerher with the fraits of their 

- Faith, in Patience, Charity, an good Workt, muſt be in vain.” Alas, : 
theſe poor revenues and encouragements which are yet left” to the 
Miniſters here, ( conſidered with their burdens of b«fimreſs, duties, 
14xes, and envy) are ſcarce worth the having or coveting', eyen by 
vulgar and mechanick ſpirits ; who may make a better ſhift ts live in 
any way almoſt than now in the Miniſtry. 

The deſign then of levelling the Adimiftry, mult needs be from + 
ercater motives,fuch as ſeek to have the whole howor and awthority of 
the Reformed Religion here in England,utterly abolifhed;or eMe,taken 
vp upon ſome fuch odde, novel, and fanatick grounds,which will hold 
no water,beas no weight,or ſtreſs; being built upon the ſands of bume- 
rous novelty,not on the rock of holy amiquity,and divine verity's That. 
fo this whole Charch may, by the adverſaries of it, be brought to be 
a meer ſhadow of deformed and confuſed Religion; or ele;be'onely able 
to plead its Chriſtianity, upon weer Femibick, or Anabaptiſtich ,. 


or Enthuſiaſtich,, or Sccinian, or Fanatich Principles ; Upon which - 
mult depend all our Chriſtian Privileges, Truths, Sacraments , 
Miriſtrations, Duties, and Comforts, Living and Dying ; alt which 
Fx teſoul, 2s profiene and 

eddy thole, Atnifis vere ; 


ft i 
ane, 


,&” 


I52 . The peculiar Calling of the Miniſtry. 
Church of Chriſt, in any age, or piace, was ever ſetled or 
without a conſtant ' peculiar Order, and Ordination D 4 Miniſters; 
who were conſecrated to the receiving and exerciſe of that power in 
the Church, as from Chriſt, although by man, which haye continued 
to this day. 

= pe \There are indeed three or four examples (in caſes extraordinary) 
= les & of ſome private unordained Chriſtians 1n the Primitive times, who 
Frumentio epud occaſionally trading ro Heathens, were means firſt to teach them the 
1ndos, d.vins MyRteries of Chriſt, ſo as they defired to be baptized , ' which was 
Miniſteria #bit= after done by ſuch Biſhops and Ordained Miniſters, as were ſent 
_y _ uf them upon their requeſt, from other Churches. To produce partiggyy 
tius poſtea ab teſtimonies out of each eAnthor, Father, Council, and Hiftorian®\n 
Atbanaſio ep, every age, to prove the conftant ſucceſſion, the high veneration, andy 
faftws, the wnfeigned love , which was every where conferred upon- the 
- + 6 "ths Biſhops and Minifters of the Church ; alſo, to ſhew forth that de- 
Theres £24. Voutcare and religious regard, which the ordainers, the faitkful people, 
erlium predica- and thoſe to be ordained to the office, had, in their leveral relations 
det, & miraculaand daties, when Miniſters were to be ordained and conſecrated, 
mt ſuch allegations were cafie, being very many and obvious ; but 1 
cope; miſit. P Y- hold the pains needleſs, conſidering, that to /earnmed men they are ſp 
well known ; and all ingenuous Chriſtians will believe my ſolems 
| aſſeveration, that, as in the preſence of God, what I wiite, is Trath; 
As for thoſe weak or wilful men, who are in this my -ozcly oppeſers, 
I know, they confider not any heaps of authoritie, Which they ac- 
count onely as humane; which they cavnot examine, nor do they 
value them, when convinced of the certainty, and harmony of them; 
were there neyer ſo {weet, and many flowers gathered from thetefti- 
mony of Antiquity and Antherity of the Fathers, theit ſaperciliow 
novellers wyll not vouchſafe to ſwell to them : It is well, if I can 
| make them ſavor any thing well out of the Scriptrres, which fayors 
the Function of the Ifiniſftry. | | 
4. 2. Sothen, inthe next place, This Defence of the Churc 
| Catholikg clear, conſtant, and (atholike Teſtimony, in this point of the peculiar 
cuſtom con- Office of the rniſtry (as in any other) becomes a brazen wal, an 
firmed by impregnable bulwark, able to break in pieces, or to retort all engines 
Scriprnre, as and batteries made againſt it; when it appears to be exaRly drawn, 
to = Office _ecooing to the ſcale, line, and meaſure, let down in the holy =T | 
'of the Mini- ture ; which are therefore much fleighted by ſome, who deſpiſe 
; MiniFtry ; becauſe, like well-planted ( anons, they defend the Chaveh, 
and its conſtant ©Miniftry ; as on the other fide, the (hmrehes fide= 
lity and conftancy, are the ground-work ang platforms, on which the 
x Tinsg.1F, Scriptures are planted ; The Church of Chrift bearing up as the. 
ground, and holding forth as a pillar, that d+vire Truth, Power, and 

Amnthority, which, from God, they have in them 3 of which, T 

| Churc 
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Church is the Herald or Publiſher, but not the Author or Inditey * | 
Conferring nothing to their internal Truth, which is from their re-". 

wealer and infpirer, God ; but much to their external credit, and © 
hiftorick reception , which we have tendered to us daily ; not as im- 
mediately from God, or Angels, or inſpired Prophets , but by the ve- 

racity and fidelity of the Church , chiefly in its pablick Miniſtry ; 

which in this point of ſo weceſſary, conſtant, and wmverſal praftiſe, 

for the good of all faithfwl people, in all Ages and Churches, cannor 

be thought in any reaſon, either to have had no re divinely appoint= 

ed; or that all Churches haye been wholly ignorant of it, or knows- 

ingly have {@ wholly {werved from it, that never any Church, either 

in its Teachers and Paſtors, or in its people and believers were fol- ' 6s 
lowers of the Scripture-Precept, and Patern, till theſe laſt and worſt 

days ; whereas, the clear and pregnant /ighr. of the Scripture , is in 

this point of a ſetled Miniftry, ſo agreeing with the uſe and praQtice 

of the (atholihe Church ; that, as no error can be (»efted inthe 

one, ſo no obſcurity can be pretended in the other, by any Chriſtians, - 

who will allow the drvine Anthority, and infallible Truth of thoſe | 
Scriptures, which we call the New Teftament. | IND 
| In all which, nothing is more evident, and ſe/f-demonſtratin Chaiſt ſent 
beyond any cavil or contradittion, than, That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt of the Fa«' 
the promiſed Meſſias, the beloved Son of God, the Angelof the new ther, as a 
and better { ovenant, the Miniſter of Righteouſneſs, the great oA Miniſter of 

ftle, the chief Biſhop and Father of our ſouls, the Author and Finiſhe Righteouſ- 
of our Faith, the (upreme Lord and King, the eternal and compaſſt- neſs. | 
onate High Prieſt, the unerring Prophet of his Charch, whoſe voice 1 Per-2, a5. 
we are onely to hear and obey in all m_ he commands us ; That, Heb. 13. 2. 
Ifay, this Lord Jeſws Chrift, was ſent by the Father , to a perſonal per B17. F 

accompliſhment of all Prophecies , fulfilling of all righteouſneſs ; to-a þ , 2. 6; 
viſible Miniſtration of holy things for the Churches good ; Thar he 57, & 7.16. 

-came not in his own Name, as a man, to be Mediator and Teacher, Heb.3, 4. 
nordid he as a »an take this honor of Prophet, Prieſt, or King of — 
his Church upon him ; but had his miſſion or appointment from his pjmfcir "bow 

Father, God ; who gave evident teſtimonies from Heaven of him:; he thar is cal- 
not onely before, aud at his þirrh, but afterward, athis ſolemsx and led of God as - 
publick inauguration by Baptiſm, into the Work of his Miniſtry, —— Iſo 

Where 2 voice from Heaven was heard, and a viſible repreſentation. c,%n lets 
of the Holy Spirit was ſeen, teſtifying him to be the beloved Som of gd nor him- 
God ; the anointed, with the gifts of the Spirit, above all, as Head of ſelf eobemade 
the Charch : Thele, after, were followed with infallible /igns and a 
wonders, while Jeſus went about doing good ; teaching the Myſte= ypt un PI 
ries of the Kingdom of Heaven ; inſtituting holy rites, for the di- | 
ſmguiſhing of his Church fromthe world, and-for the _— | 

of the faithful in the wozld ; by mm ſeals, pledges, and m 


ie 


of 


Chriſts ſend- 


Proued by Soriptare Teffimueny. | 

of his love, in dying for the Church, and ſhedding both water and 

- blood upon the Crols. | Ear 
Chritt having thus perſonally finiſhed the ſuffering and merits. 


ing his Apo- rious part of his Miniſtry. ; after his Reſurrettion, being now ad 
ftles as Mi- more to converle in a vifible humane way of preſence, . with his 


Church on Earth, but afcending (as was-meet) to that glory of the 
Father, which, 2s God, he had ever with him ;. as may, he had 
mexited of him, by ſ«ffering on the Crofs, and enduring the ſhame, for 
his Churches ſalvation ; yet he left not his Diſciplcs comforclef,, but, 
as he promiſed, (ſent his Spirit publickly and eminently upon the 
Twelve principal Apoſtles , . whom he had formerly choſen, andap- 


John 30. 21, pointed, in 4, and hss Fathers Name, to Preach the Gofpel.; 


whom he gave the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven , as tothe 
Stewards and chief Deputies, or Miniſters'of his houfhold in his ab-- 
ſence ; mitruing them, whatto do ; on what foundation of faith in 


Liber tos HUM, to build his Church ; by what Sacramental ſeals to confirm 


believers; giving them ll power and commrſſion,.. to go into allthe 


Authority, if. world, by Teaching and Baptiſing romake Diſciples , confirming this 


Legitima poten- 
tia, 

Match.28.18, 
Matk 16+15* wholoon died, but of their (ncceſſors in. that Office and cAManiſtry 


power to them, by breathing on them, and conferring farther MHini-- 
ſterial gifts of the Spirit upon them ; -promiſing allo tobe with them 
ro the endl of the world , which could not be meant of their perſons, 
that the ſame power, authority, aud aſſiſtance, ſhould be with them, 
in that holy way, to which he-:thus ordeinedand ſent chem, by a.di-- 
vinecharter, and dwrable commiſſion. After all this, for further pub-- 
lication of this great Authority and Miniſterial power, given tothe 
Apo#t les, and their Sweeeſſors ; and(for the confirmation of | it, both 


John 14.17, to their own con(ciences, and to all the world, . the holy Spirit, -us: 


was promiſed, came upon them. in the ſhape of fiery cloven tongues, 
filling them with 'miraculor gifts, and all Adem; ral-pomer, 
extraordinary intheir perſons, . and oxdinary, .derivable co their:Sino- 
ceſſors.; luch, as the wiſdom of C hri/ thought moſt fir, both-forwhe 
firſt planting-of the Church with muraculous gifts, artending the Mi-- 
niſtry of the Goſpel;and the after propagating of it,by the ſame Mini- 
fry, confirmed by the -canftancy of 'che © Mart yrs and +Confefſorv, 
which were in 'ſtead-of daily miracles. . 40 IF 
This whole __ polity, and divine conſtitmtion, of the rdn, - 
power, and Afiniſtry, that ſhould/luceeed Chriſt FJeſms in/bis' Church, 
was no other, than the proper 'efte&ts of (br:/ts prophetick power, 
and wiſdom, for the inftruRing his Church ; -an'#& or ordinance of 
his K ingly power, for the-governing of it 3 and a fruitiof his Priefth 
ower, and care, for a right Liturgy, or officiating, to:be continuedin ' 
ts Church; thus furniſhing it with an holy Succeſſion of Buengtl-- 
cal Priefts and Miniſters, in his -nawe and authority, who _ 
always ' 


tha. a — «a © CTY 


iris Inftintianaf the office Minewial, —& i5þ 


teach, emide, and govern; a'foſupplicate for, confecrate' and 


= Foly things with the faithful, and tor them, namely, the fecri- 


fices of prayers, thankggiving, and praiſes ; -eſpecially, that Excha- ay 9.14. 


-i/ical memorial of that one great ch{ation of himiclf once made, 10.-b 3 


on the eAltar of the Croſs, for the Redemption of the World ; which . 

is the great accompliſhment of the Jewiſh Prophecies, the aboliſhing 

of their Types and { eremonies, the main fowndation of the Chriſtians 

Religion, and the chict ſubjeR of that Evangelical Miniſtry, which 

Jeſm Chriſt himſelf hath chus evidently inſtituted and ſealed in his 

Church ; For whoſe fake, he hath given thoſe Miniſterial gifts, . 
with a diſtin& power and axthoritry ; making ſome (nor all) either 


For the perfefting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, for the 2s 
cdifring 0 the Boch of Chriſt, &c. And this, by as manifeſt Peg _ 


than every part is an eye in the natural body ; however it F 
of the [ame Sowl, as Believers do of the From Spirit, yet in different x Cer-£3.6,y. 


-1 
nation, into the orderly power of exerciſing thoſe gifts, which they oy, LIK 
are judged to have reccived from the Spirit of Cri, for the good of *be , 
the Church, both for ſnſfrxttion, and for Government of it. Without redenc ho 
which divinely-conſtituted Order and Office of Miniſtry began in y.z3.Fer Go@ 
Chriſt, by him derived to the Apoſtles, and by them, and their ſuc- is norche Au» 
ceflors conſtantly and duly obſerved to theſe days, the Church of ther of cone 
Chriſt had long ere this been a monſter made np of confuſed excre- fuſion, Sc. 
[cencies ; a very heap and huddle of Ignorance, Herefies, Schiſms, 
all maner of erroneous blindneſs, and extravagant madneſs ;, like 
thoſe miſhapen prodigies, which we may often ſee among thoſe, who 
having caſt off the lawful ſucceſhon, the ſacred and antient order of - ? 
the Miniſtry, do in their yarieties excced, eyen the mixtures and pro- 
ductions cAfrica. 

After Chrifts Aſcenſion, we have noleſs evidence of Scrip- 4 
ture, for the undoubred prattiſe of the bleſſed Apoſtles, when they The Apo» 
had by a divine lot, firſt fled up that place and part of the Miniſtry, /les ordain 
from which J#das had faln, Atts r. 23. For having received power aud come 
Miniſtecial immediately from Chriſt, they did, duly, conſcientiouſly, ward other 
orderly, and effeQually fulfil their own Miniſtry ; and alſo took ro ordain 
care to oxdain others that might do ſo t00,both in their times,and Go Miniſters, 

X 3 my; be 


Fi . Y 


1] 


—_ 


t56 Apoſtolical Sucreſiion in the Office Minifterlal. 
them ; diſtributing their own labors into ſevera] Countreys, and to- 
Gal. 2.7. ſeveral ſorts of people ; ſome to the Circumciſion of the Jews, cthers, 
to thoſe of the uncircumciſed Gentiles; Among whom they exerciſed 
x Cor:.4.20. Fheir Office and Miniſtry, not arbitrarily and precarionſly ; but asa 
As Ambaila truſt and duty, of neceſſity, out of conſcience, and with all divine 
dors iv: power, authority, and fidelity; as Ambaſſadors from Chriſt, for 
Chriſt, as God ; as Heralds, as eAngels, or Meſſengers ſent from God ; as: 
_ «ch Laborers together with God in bis Husbandry the Church ; as Woers 
you by usz we and Eſpouſers, having Commiſſion or Letters of credence, to treat of 
proy yu and make up a marriage, and efouſals, between Chriſt and the 
Clrifts ſtead, ©1110h - which ſacred office of truſt and honor, none without due 
_y Dell authority delegated to him from Chriſt, might perform, any more, 
x Cor.3.9., than Haman might preſume to court Queen Eſther, before the King 
2 Cor, 11.2» Abhaſuerns. 
Eſth.7. 8. During theſe Primitive times of the Apoſtles Miniſtry of the 
A. rel Gofpel, before they had finiſhed their mortal pilgrimage, we read, 
acd When © them carefl to ordain Presbyters in every City and Church, to give 
they had or-= them charge of their Miniſtry, to fulfil it ; of their flocks to 
dainedrhem feed and guide them, in Chriſts way, both for truth and orders, 
Pre + woody ovcr whom the Lerd had made them over-ſeers by the Apoſtles ap- 
mn Litre Ico- Pointment ; who, not onely thus ordained others to ſucceed them 
nium, Antioch, immediately ; but gave command, as from-the Lord, to theſe (as 
&c. namely to 7imothy and Titus) to take great care for an holy ſuereſſi- 
AQs 20-23. ,y of Miniſters 3 ſuch as ſhould be apt to teach; able, and faithful 
Take heed © men - towhom they ſhould commit the Miniſtry of the Word of tif, 


our ſclves, 


and to allthe {o as the Word, or Inſtitution of Chriſt, might be kept wnblamable, 


flack, over till the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Tim.6. 14. by an holy erder and 
which the holy , ce of Ainiſters,duly ordained, with the ſolemn impoſition of hands; 
_ _—_] as 2 viſible token to men of the pecl:ar deſigniation of them, and no , 
ſhops, or over. others bur thole, to this Office and Funttio» ; who mult attend on the 


ſeers, to feed Miniſtry, give an account of their charge, and care of ſouls to 
the Church of (od. 


—4 Thus we finde, beyond all diſpute, for Three Generations after 


to the Pres: Chriſt, (Firlt, in che Apoſtles; ſecondly, from them to ochers (by 
byrcrs of name to T1mothy and Tits; ) thirdly, from them to others; by 
he Churchof them to be ordained Biſhops and Deacons ,) the holy Miniftry inftite- 

_ V7 ted by Chriſt, is carried on in an orderly ſucceſſion, in the ſame Name, 

n - Ze with the ſame Amnrhority, to the ſame holy ends and offices ; asfar 


» DÞo 

Y hands (j. as the Hitory of the New Teſtament extends , Which is not above 
)by way of 

ordination ro the Miniſtry. 2 Tim, 2,2, Thethings thou ha 

fame to faithful men ; who ſhail be able ro teach others alſo, 

thou ſhouldſt ordain Elders in every City, 


ft heard of me, commit thou the 
| Tir. 1, F. I left thee in Creet, 
as I had appointed thee. Nor tam ſolicitns de curd 


chow {ed propter ſucceſſores exus ; ut exemplo Timathti eccleſie ordinatiozem cuſtodirent, Ambre. in 
1 Tim.6. ” 


thuty 


[DIfini# Charatters of the Miniftry. - 
tirty years after Chriſts Aſcenſion : And, we have, after all theſe, 
the next Succeſſion, teſtifying the minde of the Lord, and the Apoſtles. 
{temens, the Scholar of Saint Pax, mentioned Phil, 4. 3. who 
in his divine Epiſtle teſtifies, That the Apoſtles ordained every where 
the firſt-fruits, or prime Believers, for Biſhops and Deacons, Pag. 54. 
And pag. 57. the Apoſtles appointed (vi fingw) diſtin Offices, as 
at preſent, (ime le zojurtm) That when theſe ſlzpt with the Lord,others, 
tried and approved men, ſhould ſucceed and execute their (xerrugyuies) 
holy Miniſtry ; than which teſtimony, nothing can be more evident : 
After that, he blames the Corinthians for raiſmg ſedition, for one or 
rwo mens ſake, againſt all the Presbytery, Pag.62.. Andexhorts at 
laſt, Let the flock of Chriſt be at peace with the Presbyters ordain- 
ed to be over it, (wira th xytrom pies aproporiggy.) So after, Be fubjett tothe 
Presbyters, &C. yy 
Thus the excellent methods of Chriſts grace, and wiſdonr toward * 
his Church appear, as to this peculiar Office, and conitant Funttion 
of the Evangelical Miniftry, commanding men to work the work_of 
God,that they may have eternal life, Johx 6.29. which is to believe in 
him, whom: the Father hath ſent , ſealed, and anomted with full power, 
to ſuffer, to ſat ssfie, to merit, to fulfil all Righteouſneſs; Allo tode- 
care and confirmthis to his Church ; conſtantly teaching, guiding, - 
and ſfanRifyingit : -He hath = thisend) taken care; that Firbfur 
able, and credible men, ſhould be ordained in an holy, conſtant tuc- 
ceſſion, to bear witneſs or record of 'him to all poſterity ; that ſo 
others might, by hearing, believe; without which, ordinarily they 
cannot, Rem.10. 14,15." Nor can they hear with regard, or in pru- 
dence give credit, and honor to the ſpeaker ; or obey with conſci- 
ence the things ſpoken, unleſs the Preacher be dich an one, as er- 
treth 1n by the door, John 10.1. into the ſheepfold ; ſuch as is ſent by 
God, either immediately as the Apoſtles, or mediately as their Suc- 
ceſlors, from them and after them ; ' who could neyer have preached 
and ſuffered with that confidence, conſcience, and authority, unleſs _. 


they had been conſcious, that they were rightly ſext of God, and RA ISn4; | 
Chrift - At whoſe Word onely this great company of Preachers were p{,1 68. ur, _ 
ſent into the world ; who ſo mightily in a ſhort time prevailed, as Ifai, 53. r- 

ro perſwade men, eyery where to believe, a report ſo frange, ſo in- 1 Cor.1.18, 


cred«ble, ſo ridiculous, fo fooliſh to fleſh and-blood, and to the wiſdom 


of the world. | 
Thus far then the tenor of the whole New Teftament, (and 


that one Apoftolike Writer C/emens) witneflerh, that __ Cbrift, { 


the great Prophet, and chief Shepherd, 1 Pet.5.4. was fent, and im- * 4x76 » 
powred with all power from the Father, .to carry on the-great work, "3, Math, 


of ſaving ſinners, by gathering them out of the world; into the fo'd 
and boſom of kis Church ; So he did this, and will eyerbe doing - 
X. 3 | t) 


rial Office. 
John x5. 29. + 


148 Diſtinit Charaiers of the Miniſtry, 
tilt his comming again, by ordciniag aud continuing ſuch 

o_—_ Miniſtry, = - law feſt, to Ws men into, ans Ja re. | 
Jah.21.15:; in, the wayes of ſaving truth, of Religious orders and of holy lives; 
Feed my Inveſting (as we have fecn) particular perions whoſe names are 
Lambs ; my recorded, with peculiar power, toteach, to gather, to. feed, and go= 
Sheep. vern his Church, by DoArine, by Sacraments, and by boly Diſ+ 
on _ cipline ; Sctting thoſe men in peculiar relations and Qtfices to- his 
To fred 2: Church, as Fathers, Stewards, Biſhops, Shepheards, Rulers, Watch- 
Shepheards, men ; calling them by peculiar names, and diſtin& ritles, as light 
the flock. of the world, Salt of the earth, Mat.5.13. Fiſhers of men, Mar.4.1 9. 
- ta je >» Stars in hu right band, Rev.z.1. Angels of dhe Churches : j- 
4 909 fo ring of them pecnliar dnties, as to Preach the word in (eaſor and 
account of us owt of ſeaſon ; to feed his Lambs and Sheep ; ro filfil! the work, of 
as the Mioi- their Miniſtry ; to take care of the flock ; agaiuit grievous Welves, 
= ag falſe teachers ; to ſtop their mouths, 7ir.1.11. to exhort, command 
of the myſte- 20d rebuke with all authority, 7.2.15. to do their work, as work- 
ries of God, wen that need not to be aſhamed, 2 Trm.2.15. as thole that muſt 
Oc. give an account of their Miniſtry, and the fouls cammitted ro their 
2 Tim.4.152» careand charge by God and the Church. Adorns them alſo with 
+> lor fb peculiar privileges; promiles and ſpeciall aſſiſ{aaces ; takes care for 
x Tim 4.11. Peculiar maimenance, 1 Cor.9.9,19. and double honour to be given; 
Mar. 28. ut, - them, by all true Chriſtians, z Tim..5.17. and encourageth them 
Heb.13.14, in a work of lo great pains, exa care, and conſciencious diligence, 
+, ooo which muſt expect to meet alwaies (as now it doth) with much 
rule over you, ®PP9fition, and comraditHon of ſinners ; promiling to them ſpecial 
and ſubmit degreos of glory, and more poxderous Crowns of eternall rewards ut 


your ſelves ; Heaven. 
tor they watch | 


for your ſouls, as they that muſt give an account, &c. Luke 12.43. Bleſſed is thar ſervan. (the 
faithfull and wiſe Strward fer over the houſe- hold) whom his Maſter comming ſhall find ſo 
doing. Dan.12.3- x Cor.9.17. If Ldo this willingly, I have a reward, &c, 
r Cor,12.29, s | 
Are all Apo, By all which, and many others which might be added, the De- 
are ar Pro- morſtration is clear as the Suwnat Noon day, to all that are not 
1 4 why wiltn]ly blind, That fore, and ro: all, in the Church-; and theſe, 
i Cor;g.16, Of arbitrary and occafionall, but choſen and ordeined prrſons, are 
Theughl fent #» 4 ſncceſſion tromChriſt, in, his name, and by vercue of this 
Preach che divine miſhion, ſpeciall authority, and ordination, to the care; {er- 
Goſpell I have yice, and work of the Miniltry ; they are bound in the hi 
nofuini 4 bonds of conſcience, wthe glory of God, and: the: ſalvatron - of itheir 
7 0.4 ogaring) 277, and others touls, under a dreadfull woe and crrſe of being guit- 
_ don necefluy ?y cf their ſouls damnation, who periſh by their negle, to attend 
is layd upon diligently, to dilcharge faithful'y, and couragiouſly, as in the name 
me, yea woe authority of Jeſus Chriſt the Lord of gloty, this great and 
15 .unro me, b Eg : , ; 
if.L Preach nx 47 ca8fall imployment of tbe Miniſtry, which Angels would not un= 
the Goſpcll. dertake 


= Mlnifers audpupler beads "Y 
gerrake , Knout y were ; nar | 1ent, without forme horror | Sr 
To which ao earthen veſlcls are of themſelves ſwfficient ; but through Forman: 
'heerace of God, they are made ablr avd faubfull, x Tims.2.2 8. Amikrtan 
end being ſuch are both ſuccefetull, and accepted ; while they give twnes, Bern: - 
themlelycs wholy to this work, ; not extengling themſelves with w- 2 C7-2-16, 
ther incomberances,. but deyoring the whole latitude of time, parts, Who is ſuf< 
udies, gifts, to this 64ſineſs of ſaving ſouls ; 2nd this, not in apians for 4 
pular and precarious Wayes, or only upon, grounds of charity ; i. 40 1] 
with all juft confidence of having har authority with them, as well **< word of 
as neceſſity upon them, which makes thera bald in the Lord -- char 094 as of 
they cant but ſpeak the _ for which they have received POW- fight pH : 
er and commiſſion from Chriſt, by che Ordination and appointment inCheift Th 
of the Governours and guides of the Church, who formerly had re- of fincerity. 
ceived the lame power ; To which none can, without high impu- 2 Tim.2.4. 
dence, blaſphemy, and impiety pzetend, who areconſcious to themes > Ce-1s 
ſelves, to have received no ſ#cb axthority from Chriſt ; - either 4mu- As -— 
wediatly, or in that one mediate way of ſucceſſive ordination, by The Epi 
which he hath appoimted it to be derived to poſterity :- which, I haye *f Paul ro 
already proved, cannot by any ſhew of Scripture, no more than [7e. cnk Tit. 
in any way of reaſon and order, becomming Religion, be found. to -cobb > Sal | 
have any other way, than by thoſe that are in orders as Miniſters : anddivine in- 
neither 1s it intruſted with the community of people among Chri- junRians far 
ſtians, norJefr to every private-mans-pleaſure, = Frm Suche | 


power by way of tryal, impoſition of hands, piayer, ec, 


taining to God, &c. 4 Noman taketh thisbencemre binds bur he char-is called.of God azwas | 
either © 


. 4400, &ce 5. Chriſt alſo glozied nos hamſelfro be made an Ot. 


160 Miniſters and Propler bounds; 


Lake 12.48, Either immediatly, (which was confirmed by miracles, and (| 
, peciaf] | 


h then 1s lati © io] 
Who revelatio IE ) or meas 1 ch 
an order and : 
me- 


2 faichfull and thod of \uc ; 
ceſſion, as the Lord of the Church 
, Who is not a God 
of 


4 110ggroagy confuſion, hath appointed, and to this da tl 
4 Fr hi t uy would have left his Church ſhort 2woy med nag 7 
r erly Government, and Officers appo) — Weng, of or 
ppointed for holy miniftrations; 


y | 


hold, to give 
© g''5 Maſter of any Famil | 
y, doth omit to appoint and 
ſettle ; eſpecial] 
3 ; © 


them cheir hi c 
portion in due 12.015 per onall ab{ | 
P ence ; where he governs by a viſible derived and 


fcaſon ? LL / Y 


Blefſcd, &c. 
5 as to the eXcern order and diſpenſation of holy thinos 
_— 


LN F. 
carry long, that thou ma houſe 
yſt know how thou © | 
ughteſt ro behave 
y {elf in the of 


God, &c. 


Peoples duty Th 
. - The dut Il fai ; 
Quomods vate- are conteine by allf, uthfull people (in which bounds their comf, 
dF tons Jecage- onde d) are no lets diftin&t and evid comforts 
of a r of Chriſtts Church ; which are, dil; CFP —_ confined, in the 
es 3 3-27; RR GED hunbly-to 
nor, 1 (* OY,90.1!. 1 Thef. 4 jo. reſpect, love, eſteem and ho- 
ne. officium re.. 2nd labors of n 5.12,13. liberally to requite the deci 
wit, wec diſci- thus over - omar) pony Miniſters, 1 7i.5.17. who a 
pam epevi?viſtera)] Office 4 « Lord, in s right way and fucceltion of Mb 
. Hilp, off. ,- winely inſtituted NY of Mi- 
I,2,c.5. rity. Inthe perpetuating of which , and conſtantly derived autho- 
os Re BoRIanets hgh 2 net een ee 
« fa _— Church, the power and id nag x red ſucceflion in 
_—_ ably ſeen, than in the 'pr Þ nts ence of God is '#ot left remark» 
- 1 cirwng hl perſecution, confubcmne end vation. of the' Scriptures, amidit all 
beund up by {OV< and care of Chr nd variations of humane affairs 
- _— 3 = + Suey Chriſt to hisChurch, the fideli airs. Alſo the 
HS m_ - xox : being no Jeſs made true to the M; leliry of his promiſe is 
« brag rch, to be withthem to th ve Miniſtry; than to the whole 
- 11:5" if niſtry that is made good e end of the world : and by the Mi 
Dos, [nll net webtfagrink ri re mr nate 27 Gates f Hell 
- ow can, faith laid upon the writing 5 —— of the Church ; which arc 
Cn peſt les ; andafter them Rill v we” pgs of the Prophets and A- 
or degraded andordeined Miniſters; Th yed and- preſeryed by able, fairhfull 
0 Bae by the Impoſition orJa ; e conſecrating or ordeynin — 
great fin, for the good of the Ch ying on of hands in a cont! ; po 
Pag-57. cue: Epifile to the Hebr — 1s reckoned by the Ky ene hays 
; odor rug Chriſtian Religion ; Soyiied Wh gr principles and Foundaricen'ef 
6s lem, Oc Baptiſm, RefurreRtion, and ith do&rines of Faith; Repentance 
exors ſolati, > of the imvorar x03 Im by ererna] judeement . for other NR 
Ss ehnnion Cn 1 find nor by Scripmre 
arch.16.18, ination to an holy Mini , lo clear -and confi py 
Eph-2. 20, Holy Miniſt . No) ant as this' in 
done ro the Baprited and Catcrhiſed, — be right! 
| > y thoſe: who are oreined 
1 


Heb 6&6. 2. 


% 


X Calling of the Miniſtry bonfirmit aby C a © - 


That to deny the Ordination and due ſucceſſion - of þ Miniſters, 


by which to carry on the work of Chriſt in his Church ; or to leek. 
ro overthrow it in any Church, is all one, as if men ſhould deny. 
choſe grand and fundamenta}l points of Faith, Repentance, Reſugre- 
ion, and judgement, to have been taught by Chriſt ; or Baptiſm -to. 
have been inſtituted ; that to overthrow and aboliſh the con( tque Mi- 
niftry and Office im the Church,can be the deſign of none, but thoſe, 
who care not to turn Z»fidels,and to live inall Atheiſtical profaneſs; 
If then,there be any force or authority from Scriptures as the Ora- 
cles of God,to prove by precept, inſtitution, or example, the religiuus 
neceſſity of any pecnliar duties, or holy Offices, and divine Miniltrati- 
ons, by which men are made Chriſtians, and diſtinguiſhed-as the 
Church of Chriſt trom the world ; if the Preaching the word of life, 
the teaching of the hiſtories, the opening of the mJ, the wrgipg 
the precepts, the denouncing of the terrors, the 0 ering the promiles,, 
' the celebrating the Sacraments ; the.biding to wrath, and ſh 
up tocondemnation, all unbelievers and impenitents ; the. lovin 
penitents and opening Heayen to them, by the knowledge of L 
or Goipell; if theſe or any other holy miniſtrations be neceſſary, not 
to the well-being only, but the very being of a Church Chriſtian ; 


Sure there there is (as I have ſhewed) no leſs ſtrength, pregnancy» | 


and concurrent Scripture clearneſs, to convince, and confirm, - the. 
peculiar office, divine power and frnttion of the Evangelicall Mim- 
fry ; Without which all thoſe miniſtrations muſt needs have cea» 


ſed long agoe, as to any notion or conſcience among men, of hone. 
ne 


divine and Chriftian ; that is the appointments, inſtitutions, me 


fages, or orders of Jeſus Chnſt ; whic gud never carry” any ſuch” 


marks of divine creditand any meerly from vulgar credulity 
and forwardneſs of reception ; or from generall comman talk and 
tradition among men, it there had been no peculiar men appointed 


by God,in his name and by his Commiſſion, to hold forth to the world . 

this great falyation ; to convince, or convert, or'leaye men without , 
excule ; As there can be no valid mefſage, autoritative Embaſſie, . _ 
credible aſignment or conveyance, of truth, promile, command, du- . Or 
ty, comfort, bounty, or love to others, where there is only > Jong | 


rall fame and #»nanthoriſed report ; without any ſpeciall Meſſenger, 
Embaſſader, Aſſigner, and (oxveyer ; to the authority of whole . 
ſpeech, and aQtions, or conveyances,” not any mans own forward- 
neſs, nor others eaſir1eſs, and credulity dot}? ſuffice ; but ſome pe- 
culiar charaQeers, Seals and evidences, by letters of credence, or v- 
ther ſure and known tokens of a truly afligned and really deriyed au- 
thority, do give ground to believe, or power to validate, what any 
mano performeth, not in his own name, or* for his own interefts, 
but to an others ; who principally employs him ; and who only 
Y 


Can 


54 
aw 


6. — — Calo of th Men nien Regs. 
can make good, what helo far promueth, or. declareth, as (caleth; #5 - 
he hath commiſſion and anthority from another ſo to. do : No 
that ſpeaks or negotiates in anothers name, eſpecially in matrers of 
great conſequence, of as high a nature, as life and: death, can expe& 
to be belieyed by wiſe and ſer:0%4 men ; andthat they ſhould; accords. 
1ngly order both their affe&tions, and all their affairs; unleisthey ſaw 
the marks of infallible authority ; far beyond the. confidence of: a 
trivial talker, and a bad orator, In this point then of a. peculiar 
office and funttion of the Miniſtry Evangelical, which isdivinely in- 
firuted, in which, ſome men are ſolemnly, inveſted ; by, which, all 
Religion is confirmed and preterved to the Church; We have, not. 
onely full meaſure from (bri/ himſelf, and heaped: up by  Apoſtoli- 
cal precept and example, evidently lex forth in the Scriptures, and 
preſſed down by after Hiſtories of the Church, *n a conſtant ſucceſ- 
fron ; but it is allo rayring over by thole neceflary accumulations, 
which all right reaſon, order, and pradence, do liberally tuggeſt, both 
in the Theory, and the PraQick. 
2. For, firſt, 'no man by any natural capagity, or acquired ability, 
The peculiar a$2 rea[onable (reature, is bound in conſcience, to be. a Miniſter. of 
Office of the the Gofpel, and holy Myſteries to others; for then, all men and wo- 
Miniſtry men too ought to be ſuch, or elſe they fin. | 
confirmed by Second) , Nor yet by apy civ!l and politick; capacity; as livingin- 
Reaſon, any Society,” or City, can any man be obliged to direR; and guide 
others in the things of God ; ſince, that relation inveitsno man in 
any civil power, office, or authority, until the ſupreme fountain of ciul 
power calls him to the place, and enducs. him with ſuch. power ; 
much'lels, can it put any into an authority, which is divine, ſprrjs 
tual, and ſupernatural ; to a®, 5 in Gods. and Chriſts name, and-ro 
higher ends, than humane. $3119 
3. Not thirdly, doth any re/ gious common. capacity, as a bes 
liever, or a (briſſigs, or as cnqued with gifts, and graces, furniſh 
afly one with” miſterial power, and:lay thax duty oiu.him z- for: 
then eyery Chriſtian, great and ſmall, yong avd g1d,; man and wor? 
1 Cor.13,25, Nan, ought to miniſter holy hings to others: ty challenoe the Keys: 
29. Arcall A- of Heaven to themlelves ; -.to be as in Chrifisftead, to. rule and overe- 
_— ce his houle ; which cannot avoidezas the Apo//le proves,abominable 
Tali _ abſurdities, and deteſtable confuſions ;, ng way beticeming the wiſdom 


ers, &c. of Chriſt, the maieſty of C briſtian Religion, or that order and decency 

18. All are nor, which ought to be in Church-eA fembjjes ; being as contrary-to 

| gor ore any ' reaſon, as if every ſcr2am im an haute ſhouldchalienge the: power 

are Chrftans *B< X27, and the Stewards place ; or every member, the office of the 

or gracious, ©Y<5> tongue, and hands, by vertuc of that, common re/ation-it hath, 
Co 


(as well as theſe parts.), ro.the fame, body-, the: lame .toul and 
i Cor, 12, | head. ' ivy. » £1802 I. 4: 


As 


$4 | © A+ me rages. PI '> & F AS% 
Cc aling'vf the Hf) 2037 452%5 right Reaſon.” es 163 
As theti r3ght reaſon tells us, beyond all FE) aa iaovzgin | 
acursl, not civil, nor religious, common, gitcs, endowments, . ar 
"ilicies inffare any perlon in” the office fs Magiſtrate, Judge, 
++/mbaſſador, Herald, Notary, or publick Sealer, ' (which places re- 
quire, not onely perſonal ſuſficiencies for the office ; but an orderly pipe frrpr 
iehonation arid mnaunttion to it, from the fountain of civil Power, yu perſonas. 
: by debica. ab 


4 
«34 v4 x » 4 4 
Fram eþ,e in- 


-ither mediatcly or immediately :) The lame right, reaſon (whighis fixe 
not zoreeable an ſervient to true C briftian Religion) requizes @ right, He antgrieate. 
Javinarion, or Conveyance, of all upernatural, Maxiſterinl, Churc 1-4 a bo: 
yower (which 1s MN, and from Jeſu Chrift, as the ſole ſupreme head; Xt DOWek, , 
and dine origin of it) cither immediately, as they and none others. (-vian,vhoie) 
had, to whem C hriſt firſt *configned it; 'and both by miraculous gifts or authority 1s 
ind warks, confirmed it to be in them ; or mediately, as thoſe. Biſhops erin and 
ind PresbNters had it, who without force, fraud, or any frifter way nl ; pin 

Fw: uſhrpation, or bold intruſion, received pag ata trom the Apoſtles, thar is, in or-+ 
by prayer and benediftion, with impoſition of their hands, in the name: der ro: perfect 
of Clift; and from them, their ſucceſſors have lawfully derived it Ch Is 
(without iHteruprion) to the true Miniſters of the GoJpel, even ww. #5 M "y 
this day (as I have proved ; ) which not onely; — of 'Agax. Þ, ...- 
undifputable verity , bur even. thoſe other, yery credible Heſbories of Ty Os | 
the Charch, and other Records of /carned and boly © Mem in all ages V4i4, altoi- 
to theſe times, which the-providence of Ged hath afforded us; do = 
abundantly declare ; all which to deny, with a moroſe perverſeneſ, SO 
or ruſtical indiFerer cy, is, as if a Hog ſhould anſwerall arguments teflatap, quam 
with pr«ntino - And toa® contrary to fo ſtrong a ſtream of concur-'44 | 
rent Author:1ies, bothas to the judgment and praiſe of the Church moadum, Reg, 
in all ag:s, is a work onely fit for Kanters, and Seekers, and Fara- , Car.4« 49; | 
ticks ; or for Jews, Turks, and Heathen Trfidels, but not for any'l will know, 
ſober (yriſtian that owns in the leaſt kinde, the Name of Jeſws northe ſpecoly, 


Chriſt ; or defires to be a' member of any true (briftian (hurch : or cham ep. 


In which, as all true and humble Chriſtians have always enjoyed, pur the power. 
and with thankfulneſs owned the right ful ſucceſſion-and authority of V. 20. or the 
their 0-d1ined Miniſters, Paſtors, and Teachers ,; (o the Loyd from Ki dom "0 
Heaven, in all ages, hath witnefſed to them ; by his bleſſings of God is nat. 

truth and peace, on the hearts of his people, and by their means = "__ 
ny continuing the light of the Go#þel, to theſe days, amidſt thoſe Thus boly po- 
Heatheniſh perſecutions, Heretical confuſions , and' Schiſmatical li $34 od 7 
frattions, which have ſought to overthrow, the Being, or the Purity, 


or the Order and Krity of the true Church, wh ow - 

To this judgment and. teſtimony of Scriptgres, and antienr ſerup and gF% 
Writers (both in right and fa#) I might adde a cloud of witneſſes, verns in bis 

: | Church, is nor 

managed by confident praters, but by authoricarive Preachers. Marth, 7, 28. As Chriſt Jeſus, 

ſo his dag Miniſters teach and adminiſter holy chings, as men having authoricy, and not as the 


1 
Y- 43 


from 
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164 Peculiar Miniſtry in the Fudlaick Church, - 


art oporteres” Calling ; 
e&>refie atque P 


Mmifterium pro CO 
ſus arbitrio ac pn 
ibidine poſſe fe intrudere. * Sce Maſter Halls Pulpir guarded. 


9. 4. I may adde by way of confirmation of that common equity, 
The Prieſtly and rules of order , which muſt be among men in all things; aud 
order among moſt neceflarily in things rraly religious, The inviolable Funttion, 
the Jews, and peculiar Office or Order of the Prieſts and Levites ; which were 
Joel 2.37. the Miniſters of the Lord, in his antiext Church of the Jews ;. which 
9dr 7 xgius © js.a moſt convincing inſtance, to prove not the ſameneſs and ſucceſſion 


Parts - q of that Order, but the equity;comlineſs, and exemplarineſs of a peculiar 


# Sis 9 ® more diſtinguiſhed in power, and authority, and office from the peo- 
arveamnne ob- 


jr: x7 derived from Chriſt, as —_— inſtituted and ordained by him, and 


+. fog alſenſe indeed called an holy Nation and a royal Prieſthood) fo as to 
ax ixjumey confound the FunCtions and Offices, divinely diſtinguiſhed, either 
Ih the earth from beneath deyourcd them, or ſome othcr remarkable 


Numb. We judgement fell upon them, as on King Vz3uh ; So long, as Gods- 
__ H4.9h * love to the Jews was ſeconded with his jealouſie for their good.. 


VUanich ceaſed When (indeed) their Apoſtacies and Rebellions had alienated Gods 
to be fir to: ule loye from them, he then ſuffered thoſe th and #»ſanttified levellngs 
asa King, bt to come among them , conlecrating the meaneſt of the people , and 
ing ſmitten ho ever would relieve his worldly neceffities, by bein a Prieſt to 
with Leprofie, hoſe Tealiſmeni as ts ke » DY , 
whe uſurped 5191c Taliſmanick (alves ; under which zew modes and ffgwrations, 
the office of the /ſrac/ites were for ſome wicked Tx” of State, periwaded by 
the Prieſt. FJeroboam to worſhip their God. So Herod when he had got the 
z King, 19.33+ Kingdom oyer the ews, (ex ima & infima pl:be conſtituit [acer- 
dotes) made of the baſcſt people Prieſts, &c. Euſeb. Hiſt, 1.'r. 0.7. 
Which ſevere indulgence of God to them, in tuffering them to have 


ſuch 


ſuch ſorry and unſanRified Prieſts, was no-other, but a fearfrl pre» ras 

[aging of thoſe dejolations, which ſoon after- befel | that people of 

1[r acl for the fins of Jeroboam ; who by his policy of new faſhion- 

ed Prieſts, and /evelled, that is, aboliſhed, and profancd Religion, is 

for ever branded with that mark of making Iſrael ro in, and was the x King.t3-34; 

occaſion of cutting cff his name, and deſtroying his' poſterity from 2 

the face of the earth, Cenainly, in times, when the Jews fear- 

ed God, if all the Prieſts,and Levites, whom God had appointed to ... 

miniſter before him, had failed by death, or defettion, the Ark inthe + 

wilderneſs muſt have ſtood ſtill , or the ſervice of rhe Temple have 

ceaſed , till by ſome new Commiffion or Authority, the Lord had 

fenificd his pleaſure to his Church and people : Nor would the de- 

youtandzealous Jews have thought preſently, every tout Porter, or 

luſty Burcher, would well enough ſupply the room of the Priefts 

and Levites ; much leſs would they have beat and erouded the - 

true Prieſts yet living, and ſerving in their offices and courſes, out of 

their places, onely becauſe thote others had narwrally ſhowld:rs , 

which could bear the eArk and the holy Veſſels ; or hands, which had 

Skill to lay a beaſt, and dreſs a ſacrifice, 1 ſee no reaſon, why the 

Evangelical Miniſtry ſhould be les facred or inviolable, fince it hath 

as much of reaſon, crd:r, uſefulneſs, and n:ceſſity ; alſo no leis expreſs _ 

| authority from Chriſt, and divine ſ»ſtitution ; together with many 2&6 # xphxs i 
wane ir of years holy and conſtant ſucceſſion in all Churches : EF SW 

That to invade this, or violate and abrogate it, ſeems po lets to any un... 

true Chriſtian, than to croud Chriſt out of his throne ; to juſtle hum Pel. La. - 

out of his Prieſtly, Prophetick, and Kingly Offices : It is like Julian 

the Apoſtate, loudly to blaſpheme, or mo_y to refiſt, and inſolently. 

to do delpight too that holy Spirit of truth, power, and order ; by 

which, thele (ang-quem) gifts of power, and authority Miniſterial, 

have always been, and are ll given and diſpenced to his Church, in 

the way which Chriſt appointed ; which the holy Apoſtles practiſed , 

and the Chriliian Churches haye always imitated. 


5. I might yet adde the common notions and univerſal diftates 10. 
of all mankinde ; who, by the &ght of nature, and that innate vene- Light of 
ration of ſome Deity, which they eſteemed the invemer and inftirutor Nzrure in 
of their Religion,agreed always in this ; That, whatever Gods or R7- che Nea- 
ligims they ns. their holy Kites and Myſteries were always pub- hens. 
Iick'y taught, celebrated, and maintained, by ſuch as were ſolemnly Did preximis 
inveſt d with, and reverenced under the pecx liar name and honor of ſunt Dritum 
that ſacrd Office, and ſucerdotal Funitio', which they held divine, ſacerdores. Tal. . 
as Herd 14 tells us;. which (4c <xwyphe) none not initiated, or not jgnuy whjhs - / 
conſ:crared by the wonted Ceremonies , | might profanely uſurp : » ®««.Herod, . 

Y: 3 Plutarch Eucrp. 


Light of Nature tearheth « peculiar Miniſtry, le ph 165 - 


166: wi genitier Of E. 
| Plat art) tel}s us, both among Reman and Greeks, they gericraly 4 
—_— * all Cities paid = honor and re5pett to their Prieſts A ora _ 
25ic iden &- becauſe thoſe obtained of the gods good cenngs, not onely for them 
& +, mp «: ſelves, and their families, but tor the whole Cities where they lived. 
We rims Tacitey tells us, That the cheit Prieſts were allo, by the Divine 
T. —_ . Munificence eſteemed the chiefelt of men , leaſt ſubjeA ts angee, 
Pt > Hr - 1 envy, or other mean aftcRions trom any men: So Al. Gellias leyy 
ginere 5; 41x-(orcy down at large the ſolmmities and honers for veſtments and othet re- 
<ve x«ri wir gards, which among the Romans was uled toward the Flamin:s 
«rr: mic D;ales orthief Prieſts ; whom they eſteemed next their gods, whoſe 
_ word was —_ to be taken without any oath ; they thought all 


; bby holy things profaned, if any men unfacrcd preſumed ro meddle with 


C15. them, or partake of them ; much more, it ſuch anone officiated in 
Sacerdotes © yhem. "EEK | 
rudibus indo(Tis 


ts (e- It cannot be any thing of true Chrittian piety or holineſs, which 
crandi non ſunt makes any men 1n the Church of C hrift cegenerate from the yery 
guibus non da- principles of nature ; whole light is never delpited by any, bur thoſe, 
ram eft intelli= that are without natural affettions, among other their black Chara- 
gre _— 4. ers, which are proper to thole, who have a f.rms of godlineſs, but deny 
ow $<E the power of it; The ſtrangeſt prodigies that ever were indeed, of fo 
ſerere divina, profane a wantonneſs, under pretences of enlarged piery ; (triving to 
Min.'Pzl. remoye all bounds of dury, and reſpect to God or man ; nor did ever 
Saceragies BE» (er men think themſelves abſolved from that honor and reſpeQ, 
16 no which is due to God and his ” Service or Miniſtry, becauſe of 
tibus tun gemers the per ſonal infirmities which may be ſeen in thoſe that are his Mi- 
cum ſcientia- miſters tous: We ſhall neither as men nor Chriſtians, have anyto 
Clem. Alex. ferye God or man in the way of true Chriſtian Religion, 'if we will 
4 164 a; «5 allow none with their failings - The Divine is to be diftirguiſhed 
wwuma7 wr. from the CMan ; there-may be the power God with the weak» eff of 
meer. _— man, we --——xx< - Nor need we be more chojſe andcuriors, 
Imp. epiſt. than God himſelf is. 

Sacerdotalus . 

vita politice Preftimtier, ws u3 xatngg? 199255 ipennihuy put & $jutty Rr, Plato. Phedo, woobige ing 
iv Bier, In bello viores cum fint, folent omnes gentes, vi iplvr gerbe2wy, Clem. Al. 2 Tim. 


3+ 3- Aer, arlow:s doapp!, Unthankful, unholy, withour natural affeRions, diſobedicnt, Ec, 
2 Car, 4. 7,11,12- Earthen veſſels, Death worketh in us, &c, 


I's, 6. Nor is there a greater benefit and converiency to the Church, than 

A peculiar . 2 neceſſity of having « ſpecial calting and divize inſtitution of the Ai- 
Office of, miſter; of the Gofpel ; For we may not in this tri ſt to the gord natures 
Miniftry, and good wills of Chriſtians in common, (it perſonal abilities and willing+ 
weceſſary for nels would make a Afiniſter of Chriſt, which they will not :) Certain- 
the Church. ly, no men art to good naturedof themlelyes, (without hopes of gain 
or {ome benefit) as of their own good will, to undertake, and con-' 

Qantly to perſcyere inſo hard and hazardous (befides ſo holy) a ſer- 


vice, 


4 ptonliat O ſice of the Miniſtry $53 
vice, 35 this, of holding forth to a-v4im, prond, carnal, hyproviticah Vera oruce dies 
perſecuting, and d:vilsh world, fo de picable and ridiculous + dottiines i 9% c:2rifie- 
25 this of a crucified Saviour art firlt was, and till ſeems to the nebe- Inf. a1orant. 
ral, Or oncly (x89) rational man ; unlets there were by the-wil- Cie, —_— 
dom and authority of Chriſt, tuch ries of duty and' calling taid "up Exitiatila ſu- 
jome mens conſciznces, as, onely the wiſſion and-mrandate of God can Nis, Tacir. 
hy upon.men ; who are not naturally more diſpoſed to go-ott Gods m—_ Lis. 
errand, than Mrſes, or Feremy, or Jonah were : And loweyer, rake Ka). 
now the peace, warmth, and ſerenity of times, hath made the Miti- waivcs drewlore 
fir of the Gofpel, a matter of coverowſneſs, or popular ambitio#, of Julius Imp. 

c urioſity, or wantowneſs, ro many of theſe new» Preachers, who wirh <P; 7+ 

raſhneſs, levity, and a kinde of frolickneſs, undercake thar work; which Exits &. 
the beſt men and Angels themielves, would nor without much weep- perſftitio : Au- 
ing (as Saint Anſtine that day when he was ordzincd a Presþyrer) thor cus Chri. 
or with fear and trembling undertake/; yet the rigar and fornity of Iu, gui Tiberis 
primitive times (it 18-very* probable) won'd have quenchea-thie 'nbvw o___ : 
io forward heats and flaſhes of thele mens ſpirits: When to Preath pg 
the Gofþel, andto prefrd?, asa m—_ or Presbytey, ini the Church, was tam Iz 
co expoſe a mans {elf to the front of perſecntion ; ro ftand in+ the'gap effetius. Tat!” 
againſt the violent incurſions of malicious men, and cruel devils Foe yn 
To be a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; was preſently'to forſake all, and td qr 
takeup the Croſs and follow Chriſt; to ray with holy ord?ry, ' fie chriflwiey, | 


mine and nakedneſs, baniſhment, priſons; beaſts, rucks, fires, torment, cujul dts 
many deaths in one ; ſo that; unleſs there had been divine amt horit) Re fr. 
enjoyning, power enabling, and ſpecial grace aſſiſting, the Ordainers Safe Tar . 
in-the Name of Chriſh ſending, and 10 in contcience binding*'; togt% y amjildh#re- 
ther with gracious promiſes of a reward Heaven, iutouragmeg"the rims Cealt 
ord1ined; doubtleſs, the glorious Gofpet of mans ſalvation; had ere wm 
this been buried in oblivion ; none t had believed 'thax _— nor on vw 
heard of it, if none had dared to preach it ; and none would 'of his 4 rafb 
own good will, have been fo hardy, or prodigal of all worldly intereſts, 1,4:c:14. - 
honor, l:berty, ſafety, eſtate, and life, as to adventure all needleſily, Elſe Chriſti. 
and fpentaneonſly, on ſuch a meſſuge to others, ſo unwonted,' fo un- ax Religion 
welcome, (o offenſive to the ears and hearts of men', untkels he” had world 
been conſcions to a 'ſte-14! daty Jaid upon him, by divine authority ; failed,” = 
which « wis always derived in that holy -and ſolemn” Ordination , Malti barbars 
which was the inauguration of Miniſters to' that grear and ſacred ra II 


ere; raftbre vel a. 


"SX 
. 
. n 


- 
, 
- 


This indeed gave ſo great confirmation and courage ' to the true rramest 
and d ned IAtnrſters of the GofF-1, that, believing, what they tow 
preached of” a crucified Savionr'; and knowing whote work "it was, PT 
in whcfe Name they were or d1incd,. by whoſe power” they were ſent, lucy 

ro 


(om in” 
ph 
"eccleſias \'V 


rum traditionem  dilren'es <uſtodiemtes, guim Apoftoli tradiderumt iis quibus 
cul Ordinations affentnant multee eenteh; Iret!. 1.4. £4. 


"_ Tn 


Neveſſary for the Church. © *, WG 

to how yreat ends their labors were defigned, even toſave foals: 

Ads 5.41, they wil © 7 Hs the Croſs of Chriſt , and counted it a mw 

honorary addition to their Miniſtry , to by thought worthy to ſuſfer for 

| the Name of Chniſt; that what any of them wanted in' the power 

of miracles, was made up in the wonder of their patience'; when'no 

Armies, no State, favored them, and both oppoſed them ; when 

they had no temptations of getting a better lrving by proaching, than 

any other way ; but rather loſing of what they had ; whenthey ex- 

- pected few applanders of their boldneſs and forwardneis ; many perſe- 

cutors and oppoſers of their conſciencrons endeavors to do the duty,which 

Chriſt, by the Church, had laid on them ; when they might not 

grow reſtive and lazy, and kxock_ off when they pleaſed ; but a wo, 

and a neceſſity, and an heavy account, to be given to the great Paſtor 

of the Church, Chriſt Jefus, always ounded in their. ears, and beat 

upon their -indes : Theſe put rhem upon thoſe Heroick reſolutions, 

3 Tim.2. 10. to endure all things for Chriſts fake, and the Churches ſake, andthe 

I endure all |, 1 ,f rhoſe ſouls committed to their charge. Nor did they remit 

things for the : = : : fy 

elects fake, FÞcir care, or ſlacken the con'cience of their duty, in preaching dibi- 

&c. gently the Gofpel, becauſe of the forwardneſs and ſeeming zeal of 

2 Cor,11.&® thoſe, that were falſe Brethren and falſe Apoſtles ; who out of exvy, 

Phu - or ſþig ht, or for fil:hy Iucre, or any vain-glory among Chriſtians, ſe 

Tic.z.xx, UP the trad: of preaching, upon their own ſtock, of botireſs; without 

1 Tim.6.5. any miſſion from Chriſt, or thoſe, to whom he had delegated that 

Rom,i6. 17. power 10 ordain fit and able men: Their ſeeming good will, and 

I beſeech you 1..:dinels to preach, did not free them from the brand of falſe Ape- 

Brethren mar tap | | 

ahem which - ſ#/e*, and deceitful workers ; Satans miniſters, and meſſengers ſent 

cauſe diviSons to buffet, not to build the Church ; Wolves in wy clothirg, fer- 

vt ge ving their bellies, and not the Lord Chrift, or the Churches good ; 

gontrary tothe whoſe ordes and-authority they deſpiſe : Nor can they be faithful 

which ye have ©2 Gods work, unlels they keep to his word ; both, astothe truths 

learncd, and d-livered, and the order preſcribed, and the duties enjoyned, and the 

avoid them. authority eſtabliſhed : Chriſt doth not onely proyide food for. his 

Verl. 18, family ; but ſtewards alſo, and diſpenſers of it, who may, andmuſt 
For they that - . þos F > d 'p 'r 5 ay" 

are ſuch, ſerye {CE £0 give every one !Fcir portion in due ſeaſon, rightly dividing the 

not the Lord Word of truth + Therc is not onely plenty, but order and government 

clus Chriſt, in Clriſts howſe ; nothing leſs becames the ſervants of Ctrif, than 

ttheirown this harking and ſcramt!:1g way of theſe new men , who will ſnatch 

and carve Br themſclves, and difpence to others, what, when, and 

and fair FhowtheylFft. Iris juſtly to be feared, they are theeves, and come 

ſpeeches de» but tofteal and d-/fr»y , who like not to come in at {'rifts door, but 

ceive the are thus clawmbri--g very where over the wall ; and (confident of 

hearts of the 1, 0;, numbers) dare todo it, rot in the darknels of their Night Con- 


1.0 w3. Penticles, but (as Alfaloms inceſtuous rapes) at the zoo , and in 


Joha 10, 1,2, theeyes of this whole Church ; to its great grief and ſhame, and tq.its 
| | no 
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no litde danger ;* Thele intruders appearing more like pland-rers of 
the reformed Religion, than ariy-way like, to be humble able and 
faithfull Preachers; Nothing can portend_ good to.. the Church, of 
Chriſt, that carrys befides grots defeRts ſuch a face. of d;[order, vio». 
lence, inſolency and confutton ; which, if thele wayes of, ſome amen RY 
do not, many wiſe and godly Chriſtians haye loſt their eyes,” .."?- ; 
x wt | The weight 

7. Furthermore, One great miſtake of our Autimin;ſteriall Le- if the work 
vellers is, from that mean and ordinary eſteem, they have of the work, of the Mini 
duty, and undertaking of a Miniſter; this makes « have. ſo ſlight 4” 
and indifferent thoughts of it, both as to the abiiity and authority ;%* Sar: phy 
requiring very {mall meaſure of true ab7l5ties, and none at all of dy Ls ro ad 
authority ; further, than any preſumer of his gifts, will challenge — a 
to himſelf. *s 

When as indeed, all reaſon, Religion, and holy examples, do. ah 
reach us ; That the work, of a Miniſter"of the Goſpel] is not meerly See Sr; Chry 
a matter of lip labour, of voluble ſpeech, - of confident, conntenance ;-loft. ng hep- 
making a ſhew, and flouriſh to ochers' of that knowledge, reading, ** largely 
memory and elocucion, which any man may haye upon an ordinary ans CS: 
account : There goes more to make a work-man,- than-to have good ” Awe wn 
materials and tooles am4ſſed together ;, To heap up theſe, or. lay excellencies 
them forth to others view 1s not to "build, To be atbitrarily, ; oz. Occa, ae required 
fionaily; or impertinently, or chazitably -buſie, iq exergy ER is a Aliciter 


- #0 , 


private gifts, as to Chriſtian knowledge, is not prelendy,. to do. that 
great and gord work, which the Apoſtle commends, which, Chiift 
enjoyns his Miniſters, and which the (Þarch #eeds, Every one 1 Moor 
that can handle the Hod, or the Matrock, or. the, Trowell, 1s. nar ' yr Srequpe, 
mſtantly an Architef, or may vye with Vitruuins, Nor can. cvery and 
knowing Chriſtian, diicharge that part of a :hroughly furniſhed work Steeg, 0h 
j) : as haying materials, and Tools, 3 Tin\,2 p 


and skill, and command. "lt 


There is a great difference between that plarſhlc op 


2) 


fters Jabours haye | ind, (nk ſome elderly, better. inſtru drama 
and wealthier Chriſtians fancy they want nothing to comp! COD —— 


'Y 
. p 


17. Who vf: the word of God as Huckſters do ood Ware, mixing it 
ter.N*gotium ilti; in verbi adminiftratione nou Eihnic ts 
vf ot edifitent. Terul, advi Her. ©, 42. | 


1605 £onnertens, 
7} 3b L'* . - 
Z 


The great work of the Minifary, . - | 
ther, but the contentment of an imaginary Reign and Empire > and. 
are content toallow liberally co any Miniſter, that will a them. 
into a participation of Church power, that they may but think. 
themſelves ro rwle;) But it requires ſuch an humble diligence, as is. 
willing to bear the heat and burthen of the day ;.to contend with 
younger ignorance, and elder obiFinacy, and aged tetricalneſs ; not, 
diſdaining, nor nauſcating the cramb of Catechiſing, to which 
principles few of the new modelling Preachers will de'cend : as. 
loath to abace of thoſe high-ſoring notions, and ſeraphick, ſpecula- 
tions,” in which they plcaſe themſe]yes, more, than any of their, 
Valge gue Wh hexrers ; who feek to profit our fouls, rather than vainly to ap laud. 
7 «cron their 2ainer teacher ; who thus new drefled and ſet up greatly deipi- 
oy Jerom. Jeth his poor neighbour Miniſters pains, ſerving only to breed up, 
as in a.»wrſery, tuch plants, as he is to traniplant to his congrega- 
tionall Garden, and ſo to gather in due time the fruits of them..to. 
himſelf. 
' Nd, the work of a wefthy Miniſter is luch; as. muſt fir him, as. 
well to ſtoop to lay the lowelt foundations, in the youngeſt Cathe- 
chiſts ; as ro ſet up the Crown and Corner ſtone of the bigheſt 
Pingacle in the 9ſt advarced Chriſtians : He muſt know how to 
treat, both the w2ak and the ſtrong, the ideot and. the learned, the 
babes and fimple, as well as the men grown and well-inſtrutted ;, 
that ſcorns nor the meaneſt, nor fears to do bis duty.. to the: greateſt 
Ops in the world ; To which work there __ to be ſuch an 4 dequation,, 
xjirerpere, 25 to do every thing becomming fo hig and heavenly a Matter ;.1o 
Tic,3-7.%% holy and greata work,wherein the Apoſtle requires as to the doQtrine. 
, --  , and manners to0 wricorruptreſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech, chat 
Heike Fr cannot be condemaed;” &c. fo that the Office and work - of a'Mi- 
x. = niſter requires, not only communicative abilities for knowledge. 
5400+ 3 wv- 2nd utrerance, but imports alſo dwty, conſcience, care, folicitoulnels,. 
1G-wnie Gr 4 5Kill, fidelity, diligence, intentivenels, zeal, exaneſs, prudence and 
mrwt, þ-  hipheſt Uilcrerion, as in a moſt weighty matter, of infinite concera- 
_— _ ment z wherein the g'ory of God, the honour of our Saviour, andthe 
m0 3 at6- good of mens ſouls is highly eg aged . So that it is, - not. a_ {pontd- 
nav(Þ, eptgis 124045 carreſie, or a pleaſant variety, or a plauſible nrvelty, or apri- 
Glue fitable art, and trade or myſtery of living : but a ſerious cuitod) 
lips, committed, a precinus charge depoſited , and a ſtriſt accownt (to. be 
7, => cry retarned, of the AMiniſteriall negotiation and funRion. 


2 Tiw.1-14, That good thing which was commicted co thy truſt, keep, ec. Heb 13.17. Asthoſo 


tharmuſt give an accouat for their ſouls, Horribile effatum (Mis dawn car 
Here _— :205 detiqn;e eudiendum.. ff (ab3oy we) is nonſve 
What is re- $2 that a Miniſter had need to have the eye and illamination 


goiter in a of an Angel,th: heart and-compaſſion of .a Father, the tenders 
SFFn/fter. and indulgence of a Mother, the caution and courage of 2, Commer: 


P 


to Minifteriall inſtruttion and 


mankind, to know the will: of Ged, how 
how they may be ſaved, yea, and ruling them that are 


The great work of the Miniſtry. 


I 


riſts with 


his Scepter ; Furniſhed as the Ark with the Law, with anna, 
and with Aarons rod, to convince men of fin, to comfort; them with 


promiſes, and to keep them in holy bounds by juſt authority and 


Chriſtian Diſcipline. 
hath reconciled us to himſelf by Chriſt Jeſus z and hath 
tion. V. 20, Asthough God did beſcech you by us, ; 


So that true Miniſters ſtand as in Parents, ſo in Gods andChriffs 


t7e 


For a true Miniſter who is enabled by God, approved by man, iunee-> w- 
and ſo duly ſentand ordeined by both, to the ſervice of Chriſt in 
the Church, hath upon him, not only ſomething of the honour a 
authority, but of the duty and care of Parents ; and thatright 
primogeniture, Which from Chrift is derived- to them ; 
elder among many brethren; which is to teath, inſtruQ, provide 
for, dire& and govern in the things of God, the younger ſucceſſion 
of the family of Chriſt : Yea more, every true Miniſter hath part of (yy game ++ 
the work of God afſigned to him, having a De | 
from Chriſt to fulfill what he hathgraciouſly 
meritorious [atisfattion (which Chriſt alone hath perfeQed, but) as We ws 

overnment ; —_— 


1s to be ſerved, an 


yi To Hee 
n4a7. VOCAT, 

of A pol. 
as from the Paurnum oft 
docendi munus. 


Hecb.2.12, 
1 will 


put arion, or Lieutenanty mong my 
undertaken, (not as to. brethren, Oe, 


flead, as to the vifible means and outward work of divine initita- 


!10n; which the Lord hath chofen-to diſpente by ſuch. earthen veſ= c Chr,gn; © 
ſels ; that, a$ they have ſome reflexions and marks of divine ' xmtho- © © 
rity, and honour more than humane; 
Commiſſion, ſo they may have as they had need more than 
divine aſſiſtance, to carry them through the diſcha 
as ut ought to be done : In reference to which 


imployment, the Lord C 


hr 


- 


ordinary 


mountain, the day before he choſe, ordeiried = Fw his twelve A- 
poitles to the work of publike Miniſtry among the Jews ; yea and af< 
ter they had enjoyed bis holy ſociety, and inftrution for ſome years, 
ore they were to go forth to the Gentiles converſion, (know- 


& 3 


yer 


ing 


n'rhem in their work and 


inPL 


as workers tos 
ey with 
God and 
Chriſt,) &c, 
2 Cor.5.10, 
All chings are 
of God, (6. e.3 
ordered by 


- bin) | k 
given to us the Miniſtry of ceconcilia- 


» 
8-7 


rge of this work, - 
if, falted;and prayed a whole night in 2 Tyke 618... 
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172 p | Takes up thewhole man. | 
| ing what difficulties they ſhould encounter; what beaſts, and men; 
and devils they were to contend withall ; beſides, how ffrange aid 
incted:ble a meſſage thi:y went wichal!, to convert a ties Prey 

Juxuriant, coycrtous, aid crue } word, ) - wculo nct have them 
rom Jeri«(alem, ti)| they were endued with power from on hi wy 

Ater.8. me a Spirit, tixcar m—__ and comforter. "ig . 
_ 8. Andaccording to this 10.cmn both #n/titwtion'and ation 
4 +: »»ine Of the firit Minitters of che Gupe}l, which Chriſt ſent. (in whoſe 

ni the zu. power; and after whoſe -patern, as neer as may be, all others 

rents bad of co ſucceed in be Church) all holy, wile, able and humble Chriſtians 
the Minis bave alwaies looked, not without horror, trembling, and amaze- 
of the _ ment, upon the Office and work of the Miniſtry, until} the” pride 
Goſpel, and and << ember of theſe times ; Antiently che worthy Biſhops- and 
with what, Miviſters were, both before and after their Ordination to this Of- 
ſpirit they fice, fill asking this queſtion, in their fouls, who is ſufficient for 
errook it . theſe things ; and what ſhall Ido (being a Miniſter) to be ſaved : 
| (ill jealous, leſt while they Preach to others, themlclyes prove 
2 Cor.2.16. caſtaways, However now yourbfull confidences, or ruſticall bold- 
1 Cor/9,v7.. ne[s, or none wantonneſ,, or ambitious 'oftentations, 'or co- 
we negligem in TEcOS projects, orfecular intereſts, or friends importunities, or for- 
aliens fe mon tre; neceſſities, and Rimulating defpairs, to live any other way ; 
pet fre theſe (God knows) are too often the main motives, which put ma- 


ny men.upon the work of the Miniftry : Yet, Thoſe ' grand and'e- 
1 minent menof old, whoſe gifts and graces far excecded' 'our modern 

tenuities, came not to this holy Qrdination,norutidertook this ſervice 
| of God to the Church, either as Biſhops or Presbyters, without in* 
Naz. Or. 29. finite relutt:nce, griet, dread and aſtoniſhment ; They had' a conr 
Reppotcs ihe: ſtant horror of the worth and danger of mens ſouls ; which only 
yareyie: . | Chriſt could redeem with a valuable jrice,; the. lofle of which, 3 
Lmporiune %; Whole world camer eountertarl ;* alſo of the terrcrs.,of the. Lord 19 
that know Alothfull and unfaithful) fervants in that work ; alſo of the ſtrict 
neitherh:wto neſs of accountsto be given at'Chriſts. rribuuall ; | They had before 


ſpeak, nortro their eyes, that Sound/:ſi Ocean of 'buſinels into which a Miniſter, 
_ z-. once ordeined lancherh forth, and 1s engaged ; to ſtudy, 20 preach, 
chert he ealls £9 pray, to faſt, to weep, to campaſſionate; to-watch»bver, to viſit; to 
dvMgugace cl= TP OOve, tO FxhOThs to comfort, to contend, with evill and .un- 
ove, panic 218 reafonab'e men, devi's and powers of darkae's : to take care” of 
Mbyve , who iy youwng and old, to temper himſelf to nowvieer, - cathecumens ; to CON» 
__ he firmed, ro lapſed, to obſtinare,. to penitenTt, -to- jgnorant and erro- 
ſhews how mMous, to heretica)l ſmrlyneſc, to ſchilmatitall\” Jeeviſhue[s, ro become 
much Joes d *all things to all men to. gain ſome. - --\ - 2 rei 
ro | : | 

e ard afrer the undertaking that hely O P. 48, 7.c. is" . we 
tang tr wpremerney Forget oo ey 


The 
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. The Miniſtry 4 dreadful employment.” x73 
The work indeed” requares | faith Se." ({rryſoftoms, 0a moſt ample wear a egfy- 
and cn/arged toul, Jett any under- our charge be-ignorant+, by 
neg/c&; be miſled by our errors, jultly icanda4zed by us; ar 
hardned againtt us ; let any ſaving iruth be waſted or concealed , ws pvaier fn. 
any ſoul wounded, any. C:njcience of faith | acked ; .lett any ww qquoay 
weaker faith faint, any ſtronger fall; - leftravy be tempred and ſeds- © indir df rw 
ced by Satan, or his Fattors : In fore; let any poor {out ſhould be we; 
dam 12d by our defauit z which is by Chrift commirted to our ch3 _ Syuel, ep, 
as Miniſters of, and for Jefus Chriſt ; whole'work is to ſee, that the 105. 
ſvft:ngs of Chriſt be nor in vain;rhat the ſoveraign ſalves and balms = &r iG, Do 
of his blood, may be duly applied, to thebenummed, to the tender, to _ nene/ mr 
the wounded contciences, to the broken, and blecding, to the Rony —__— 
and hardned, to the fleſhy and flinty hearts. \ © Who hewedke 
This ſo prodigious a work, and more than humane — and 1 am ner 
to be a Miniſter of the Gofþel, either as a Biſhop, ot Presbyrer, (for Weak? who is 
neither the difference, nor the diſtance, was great in point of the yg oo 
mann work,, either of reaching or governing ; onely, the higher place, 1, waawan. 
had the greater care,” and- the more honor drew- with it” the greattr - + 
burden of duty) made thoſe holy men of old, fo loth and unwilling to © © 
yield themlelyes to the deſires, importunites, and even wiolencies of 
thoſe Chriſtians, who Jooked upon them, as fix forſo great.a werk Anbt/off Ly 
in the Church; they ſaid, Nolo Epiſcopari, in good earneſt, Saifit-c.x, io 


Ambroſe 'was for his learning, "integrity, piety, ahd eloquppce;"" fo'de rr: 
eſteemed in his ſecular employment, as a 697 that the faithful a!gur adwiini-- 


cople of Millan (otherways divided by the Arrian faction) thought Saves nfels 
bs more fit to be their Biſhop, and L hief Paſtor ; to ; ide, , mo ep rm 
teaching and. governing them, in matters of Religion. fl In 2 broſii, 
maner Freed him, from the Tribnnal,” to the 'Throne, 'of Cathedral, 
with. pious 'compulſions,” whith . to avoid, be fled'by/night; Rm 
a nights wandring, found himſelf next morn'ar A5llay ; He put on 
the face of cruelty and bloodineſs, invited looſe and Teud people to 
haunt his hou'e ; that he might ſeem unworthy" of that d/gnizy, and 
deter them from the choice : Which (hetel 's wy he ſuffered not with- 
out an holy. impatience; complaining of the" ';njwry done him ; and 
he would not haye-yielded, # he'had not been | perſwaded, "that che 
impulſe and motion of the veople, ſo reſolute, fo zealows, and fo nna- 
nimoxs, was from God ; whoſe pleaſure was thereby fignified to him ; 
That leaving ſec-lav affaiys,he had work for him to do in his Chareh ; 
which he diſcharged with great diligence, courage, and fidelity, 'aftey : 
he was ba;vized, duly ordarwed' + Precbyter, and emrſecrared to'be a 
Biſhop; To whoſe learned and. holy eloquence, the Church oweth, 
beſides other excellent fruits, the happy copv&#Fox of Saint Anftine. 
In like fort Saint Jerome tells us of Neperran, | That when. his 
holy learning and life had — um, Ines" 
& 3 Tauy 


- © OG m_— _— I , — ———_— — — — o = oe - 
ſ 


174 The Miniſtry # dreadful empliyment. 
Neporianus eo rally defired to be made a Miniſter of the Charch ; he firſtrhid \lim- 


d-ymor ero! que ſelf ; When he was found, they brought him to Oratnation, as it were 
ſe clamabet B- |, execution, weeping, deprecating, and deplering with wnfeignel 
eg '  earneſineſs, proteſting how unfit, how unworthy he was, for that 
&c. Humilitate great work; whom nothing could have made more fit and worthy, 
ſuptrabat in- than to great humility, with fo great holineſs and ability : Some (as 
vidio, Jer. ad 4,,950nits) did maim and deform themielves' to avoid this great 


oem, | wndertahing, Saint Auſtine, a man of incomparable abilities, 


Liens axremdex- feſſeth, That be eſteems nothing more difhcult, Jaborious and:dan- 


tram precidit ; gerous in this world, than the office of 4 Biſhop, or Presbyter ; _ 
cum ad Epiſco- yothing be more glorioms and accepred betore God, if the work 

 forny 'dilcharged ſo, as wehave in charge from our chief commander and 
obs impedueruws Biſhop, the Lord Jeſus Chris, Hence (taith he) were thoſe tears, 
elefio, Zozum. which he could nat forbear to ſhed plentifully on the day: of his 
I 6. £.32- Ordination ; whith others wondred at then ; and he after gives the 


—_ 14 world an account of them : O humble, holy, happy, well-placed 
Nahil in hae tears, Which watered on that occaſfhon , one of: the moſt deyout, 


vita difficitius, diligent and fruitful fouls , that -ever the Church: of Chrift en- 
laborzo 4s, peri- zoyed. . | 

culoſins Epi(co- * ; : : | 
pi, aut Presbjteri, aut Diaconi officio ; ſed apud deum nibil bratius, fi eo mado militetur quo imperater 
noſter jubet ; Hime lacryme bile quas erdmationls mea tempore effundebam, Avguſt. epift. 148, 
Greg. Nif. in vi Thaumar. tes bow, Greg. Thaum. omni cura fugicbart vl of Zagprutne 6gyriidh 
oft 90.7701 Svefirnany. Nat, Orat. 25, Tells how unwillingly he was brought to be a Biſhop, which 
others haſtncd to ſo ambirtioully, : eels 


Saint aq. bop allo (a great and glorious far of the fir 
magnitude in the Firmament of the Church » Who filled the Orb 
in which he was placed , and equalled by his. eloquent worth, the 
eminency of the City (Conſtantinople) where he fate as Biſhop) paſſi» 
onately bemeans his condition, and all of his order, as Biſhops, and 

Moclar Ponte, DAinifters of the Church ; profefling, That he thinks the work, the 

wymx;w ig, danger, and the difficulties ſo great, that a Biſhop and Miniſter had 

dw of, need have an hundred hands, and as many eyes to avoid ſcandals, apd 

CR In tg diſpatch the employment : Sothat he proteſterh, That he cannot 

b fo 2 ice, how oy Bilhops or Miniſters can be taved,; . yea,. and believes 

wade wie is. far more arc damned, than ſaved. Syeſixs alſo profeſieth, Had be. 

pin wie ow. - been aware of the vaſineſs of the work, and charge of ſonls, he would 
tproane wh? have choſen wa deaths, rather than have been a Biſhop, or Presby* 
wAciar whe = erin the Church ; ashe was, and a vey worthy one too, from an 


pe. Chryl. 


e>.3. in 1.c, oquent andlearned Philoſopher. Thus, and to this tunc, generally 


aR. | ; 

$2» SN movie ic Swdrer a7 THe oN of hetruppim aig, Syneſ. ep. 11, Thuanus (dnmnorgs5-) cells 

_ _ _ and oe _ SO che Cre og read before him of the ufhwe of 8 
iſhop, he with carneſtneſs proteſted, He cou'd hardly ſeely man in the emigcacy of his 

place, could be itent £9 the ſalvation of tus owa ſoul, pd 11.2 Ip 


The Work as hard now as tver. I}: 
111 thoſe avtient Biſhops, and moſt eminent Miniſters of the Church; * ds = 288 
- this, not out of reſtiveneſi, cowardiſe, or want of zeal, piety, and. 3 drag 
charity, but meerly out of #nfeigned humility ;(as Miſs, Jeremiah, * Ararat 
Iaih, Ezckiel, and. others,) abafing themielyes,' out of the bigh ſrin, Greg; Niſ. 
eſtcem they had of the glory of Chriſt, the honor of his Religion, yica Thaum. 
the dignity of his Miniſtry, and the pretioultels of ſouls, for which, 2-00 pre- 
he bad ſhed his ſacred blood. 3 | ff as |. rpg fr 
| ſunt obyozij, quat babent in tutela animas ?'Cleman. Spel, 


9. Nor is: the work, (God knows) leis or eafier now; on our © 14- 
hands ; nor the burden lighter z nor are :our arms: and ſhonlders The work 
ſtronger in theſe days, than in former rimes:;: that any mens con-'not now eaſt- 

dence in undertaking, or forwardneſs in obtruding on that: calling, er, than it. 
ſhould be now ſo great ; when, indeed, we have (now) not onely-was,requires 
down-right ignorance, and blunter ruſticity, or heatheniſh ſimplicity, as able' Mi- 
or barbarous.unbelief ro contend with z but alſo ſchiſmatical cwurio- niſters. 
ſties, fanatical novelties, heretical (ubii]ties, ſuperſtitions vanities, 
cruel hypecriſies, political profaneneſſes, ſpiritual wickgdneſſes to en-: 
counter. We.are to deal, as Minifters even-here in England, not 
with raw Novices, and callow Chriſtians , or meer ſtrangers to Re— 
ligions Myſteries ; but with ſuch, as by much handling matters of: 
Religion, are grown callogs mey, of brawny hands, grof mors, of, Ptriculoffimus 
rough hearts ; tuch as think themſelves fat, -andſo ;tull fed with Re ©5797" morbus 
ligious Notions, that they axe: grown purkey, almoſt turfered, and 7 CHIE 
paſt their ; wt, longing like g/wtrea and pampered Jews, for any. tentia, & jate+ 
novelties, though it be for Ga#lick,, and Leeks, and Onyons, amid: wi, ile raw 
their ſuperfluities of Q#ails and Manna : Nothing - pleaſeth their, ſe-b#nda, que 


= 


It is harder; to deal with ſuch. mens arrogant, evtey rage hu- Difficulties 
mors ; with their yarious,.lubtil, and ſublime fancies in Religion, < 
(which are like the r#»ning Gout, every where painful, no where *f the Mini- - 
permanent ; very offenſive, .though very; #nfixed) than with thoſe ftry. 

plainer /implicies,' and. that down-right. profaneneſ,,. which are.in 

Heahoy, and hoes ebanaoores, hw 


never took. any. tintture of 8 
Chriſtian ts 


96 


A 
- ” 


Baſil. Mag. 


lib, de Spir. 5, 


C. 29. 
pared has Jogaes 
gig af 109 ins 


mneirsc wamaudel- 


wil Thc Has 
Axa; Tov aw 


Nten Greg, 
Nifſ, oe 
Sav (4g@7b/7r. 


we xermets are” many years pains, haying merited, and expeRing their people, 


Ciritian Religion ; whole rider and opth -perfecntivis; wetyw 
mote peltilent to the true Chriſtian Miniftry and Religion ,” thay 
theſe craftier underminings are. _ nth bo ": 1 
Nor do the Miniſters of England {o flatter them{clves, that fee 
cular powers are fo propitious to them, as not” to. finde more thay 
ordinary cauſe to keep up the dignity and a#thority of their Cilliny, 
by all »mrernal ſ#fficiencies, and external induſtry, rather than' 
to the favors and benignities of men, either great or ſmall, few or 
many. Gregory Thaumaturgus when he was a Biſhop of Neoce« 
ſarea in Pontus, blefſeth God, That when he came firſt to his charge, 
he found not above ſeventeen | Chriſtians ; and when- he departed 
from them, he left not-in all his Diocels, ſo many 1 baptized, of wh- 
believers : But the fad rack of many excellent Miniſters now is, aftet 


o 


many years Jabors, to work upon the moſt rugged and ingratefa} 


Chriſtians, in many places, that eyer were: Many grave men after 


that Chriſtian uſage for love, and reſpe&, which becomes both fi 
the more they preach, and the better they /ive, * and the more they 
loye their people, the more p_ and froward they finde them : 
Like hot irons, they flic in the face of thoſe that have heated” them, 


and are daily forging them, both to ſo/idety and beauty mm Religion; 


theſe like eroſ6-grarned pieces, run with ſplinters into the hands and 


es of thoſe that ſeek to poliſh them-; rhey affe& 2 perlant piety, 
TW are tavoht by ſome, That much of Phig Ark Fonfifl ns 
ſpiſng and ſeparating from thoſe Miniſters, who haye baptized 
and inftruted them, and to whom the care of their ſouls is orderly 
committed. LION my 

Nor is: it one'y, hence, | that the "dignity of rhe < WMarifh 
wounded, and the drſficalries of rhe'whrk encreaſed; bureven fro 
our ſelves alſo, who profeſs 'to- be Miniſters here in Eglavd ; The 
Lord of the harveſt youu our over haſty intrufions, our importune 
forwardneſs, our unfitneſs for the work, our idleneſs in it, our vapor- 
ings of 'it, our ſiniſter aims, our* cr6oked® motions; '6ur "im ne 
both our ſelves and” >thers, more to priyate *Fat#;oxr, than' ro the 
Catholike Faith, or Publick' Peace ; ' to popularity,” rather than to 
ety ; to pleaſing, rather than ing of people ; by whichways, 
% wu be confellad, many of anos $2 have 2 ſerabh xy 
ſtrated the honor of this ſacred Fu; tion; in reaſed the diffcwuttier'df 
our work, Jaid bAekr and Bris in our Wa y$2d Helped fo tevel the 
j Loarvt of the Frenition t& Unlvur inſolehcity;'"Eirher contehning or 

11:V nei, $5 -; OS > KAT 97; ; ”*% 4 / 
As in a'] times, ſo eſpecially in theſe, Xfnt/tri" of the Cofprl 
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bs 


had need to be more than men ; above the pirch of wortals , little | 


lower than the Angels; who atc tordunter work Rep tnd deceitfol 
workers ; 


og pa 


* " ; 
Fd 


workers ; 59 
eecover Chriſt 
ſupport, (the 1r#e 
In 


ftry, | e (though never 
{o able, and by others: recorntyended,)\.to\ undertake;this wor fo 


{acred, fo drvine, fo juitly tobeavoided; If nicht todked nor at » | h, 
» 


vht to be 


r 


and undertake a * "x (harge * The Lord forgive; what. bath 


formance, Men, if they - were "well adviſed, and in good earneſt, 
ſhould rather need-ſtwrs. and \goads to be: driven'by others, than 
bridles ," "or pikes to -keep them off from 'ru(hing- into the Mi. , 
niſtry. «9/1 | 4:03 Bwavry 5d DIGONS STNTE Ae PHIL GTS WR 
Nothing hath more debaſed this holy. calling , and diſcowraged 15. 
able men fromit; than the neceſſity, here in England; in any places, Diſconrage- 
to admit ſome mens 'rexniry and meanneſs into the Minifty and ments from 
bread, the tenwity' 


fie 


rio [t 


upon, _ 


What Miniſters neceſſary, and how ta br had. . 
upon, ſo as to do his duty ; yer this fault of ordaining and i n oo 


tion ; yet the prnpe parts ought to be fo (wb 


ghar there 
ſhould be a competency for all, and a competency in all, <Miniiters 
| but in ſome there ought to be an emvinency z as in employment, ſoin 
entertainment ; upon whom the greateſt recambency of Churches 
may be laid ; whole learmng, comrage, gravity, rongue, and per, may 
be able to ſuſtain the ane of Re ion, in all comroverſies and op- 
poſitions ; which afertings Kyra, waves require, not onely' 
will and conrage, but great ffrength and dexterity. The ableſt Mini 
ſer, if he well what he feck to do, hath no cauſe to be very 
formard, nor the meaneſt, that is honeſt and congruew, have 
cauſe to de&Þond, or be deſconraged in his good endeavors, £ 
(Treat Care To e the K wed Chriftias Minftry in this Choreh, to 
ought to be its tre honor, there ſhould be greare#F care had in the warrer. of 
had for Or- ordination, before which, antiently the Church had ſofexx Fang, 
dination of Prayer, and Humiljation;- But in vain (as to many places, 
able Mini- all need able Miniſters) will this care be, unleſs there be alſo ſome 
fters, and for nece —_———_— of Miniſters maintenance ; As the abbot 
augmentati- men ſhould be invited to che work, ſo none #able ſhould be admit- 
on of their ted; and none, once adaritted, ſhould have cauſe by the incompr- 
Means to tency of their condition to be aſhamed ; andby their poverty, contra 
competency. inabilities ; as Trees grow moſhe, and unfruitful in barres [ojls, 
Nor would this piows mwmificence be thought much by any (br a 
Nation,. to which God hath been ſo kberil in his earthly benary ; - 
if they did indeed: value his heavenly diſprafations, avid the neeeſſity, 
work._, or worth, eitherof true Miniſters, or of poor mens fouls; htm 
itinerant Preachers cannot feed fuſficieuly, with a '$#t anda” 3 
but they require couſtart and reſident Afin: try; tomike thetp thri 
and well-liking. I conclude this Paragraph; *ronchingthe great 
of the Miniſtry, with that Charatter 'of "an wrragy Mart peri 
St. Bernard hath admirably fe forth-no  Swger@x2,*irhe rhct Brlhop 


of Rome, by which we may fer, ' what ſenſe was in thoſe'days (Four 
hundred. 


lifry yrars'ago) of the cdury-of Miniftess |" ay" 


AY 


_=. 


The cling th Miniſtry, 19. Mugen 
kinde of ones, hol wes then required tri the Church; Froth Whoth, 
our yy without any Sſparhyzeminie from mens perfonal fouls, 


ings : conform +0 the ore had wnity henf the harch 
Who to Kings, may be 4s John Bapcift ; ro th A 4s Mofes ; 
Fornicators, 4s Phineas ; to [dolaters, as fo Pobetew a 
Eliſha ; to Lyars, a4 Pers's ; #6 Blatfheviets 'ai Pall, te ewe he w 


cal and Sacrilegions Traftckers in the Church, as. Chriſt ra:the catholici ad þ- 
Buyers and Sellers in the Temple. Such, at may Aot birthen, or de- dem ; fidetes ad 
aIenen, 


iſe the poor , but nouriſh and inftrutt them ; not flatter, and fawn 
ow the rich, but rather youz.e and affright their proud renin | nat 


0" concordes ad pa- 


terrified by threats of Princes, but liurng and ating 92r gar ooag 
not exhauſting mens purſer, but comforting their 3 Hence SEES Hai regibue Jo- 
= their | Mo ſouls with good things ; ; wis in every duty may banner exhi- 


more to their Pra _ than their Sradier to Gods ace, 
ther own ifts wy . O (fairh 1% that I me in my 


gow and chef Guardians ! mp would "gl me Yy; f rey im rr 


happy. 

blaſphemantibur, Chriftum negordantibus. Lui valgus wan /| ſod _— fe | 
ſue. rally et) ' od 

commiſſans 


Dean mo aytal honed bong 
tam re wat 

columns. & þ Datins poſer cues bene fu ave diem} 
guidve ſecuriws, Bern, 1,1, ad Eugeniuw, 


Thus, this devour afid holy man in his times, to vol ain 
and earneſt deſire, I emer ang =, y ay Eras fv 0 I did byx yi 
ever the requeſt mi Ward: a n . 
though 4ll men be Pops we have a yp God to = 

As for that Liberty which ſome Chriſtians plead, (not upon, 
Socinian or fanatich. account, as g——_ any peculiar 0 Bega 
power Mqnifterial, mo. onely in a fair Wan orderly way of C Tpgedcd 
charity, and uſeful converſ; private —— 
and wiſely communicate of She j mh gifts of hrowledge they: ha 


tained ; not to the ſubverfiox th and- peace in the. (\ bereh or mt — 
Conſciences, but to ſul rela ty airs of them ; This, as it is fftent. 

no Way envied or denied by any good Minifters, fo far 2s God harh 

Faneedit, it, or the charity and zea/ of any modeſt and humble a A 


efires it; Sothexe 1s mo /pound/dicher —_—_ or Religtort to Þe 


agai 


180 Miniſters 4t weceſſary in « Church, er Commanders In in Arif) 

E: againſt thepecwliar Calling and Funttion of the Miniſtry, from this 
Chriſtian Liberty of Charity ; any more, than there is cauſe to pull 
down any mans dwelling houſe, becauſe there are ſome ſheds and 
pent-houſes oning toit ; Which haye their uſes 'and conveniences 
in their kinde, and proportion, but not comparably to the main wan 

'fion ; which hath far more ſtrength, order, beauty, and uſefulneſs: 

I ſhall afterward give a tuMſter account of that ("hriſtian Liberty in 

Preaching and Prophecying , which is by ſome arrogamly urged a- 

gainſt the Authoritative Miniſtry, as any peculiar office and ap- 

pointment of Chriſt. - | iti OTE 

' Onely at preſent, I would endeayor to fſatisfic the ſobes'and 

humble Chriſtian, That-the Calling of rhe Miniſtry, which is and 

ought in all Religious Reaſon, to - peculiar tv tome men, both in 

abilities and ordination, as well as in exercile of a divine authority, 

and ſpecial power, this (TI lay) doth no whit quench or repreſs, but 

gather regulate and preſerve that true Liberty, which confilts in pri- 

yate Chriſtians conferring, admoniſhing, informing, and ſtrengthning, 

one” another in eyery good word and work; without any negleR, or 

undervaluing of the Publick Miniſtry, where it may be had. To 

which, as commonly all well-taught Chriſtians ow (under God) the 

x Thel.5. 14 /ghr, and ſoundneſs they have in Kel:gon, fo they know, That all 

yo v__ gifts are bounded by the Word of God, which ts: the meaſureand 

_ >. ronchſtone of grace ; that nothing is further from grace; thanwrraly 

diſorderly, out living, 'and ſorderhy walking ; that the gravity of no” abhors 

fp Sm all »»comly motions, and rud- ar ec ; Which a & noſes: = 
% tre picty or zeal, as maa-frarks and ravings arc trombeing he 

ax og hag or.exceſſes bf re, f ON... Priliae pre(nmptions (be mens abilities never 

in bis church, {0 great). may. yot proudly, and uncharitably w/#rp againlt publick, 

2 Thel. 3. 6. [wy peate, and authority in the Civil State 5; much leſs againſt that 

—_— ras Bebe, which Cluy bagh eltabljihed in kis hol; Family; the 

in the Name Thats war ' —_— T- 11> Te RDTIT 255 

of our Lord Jcſus'Chrift, that ye withdraw yaur. ſelves! from eygry brother; who watkah dif- 

orderly, and notafrer the tradition whick he reecived from us. .. Tit. 1, 10, 11. Thete ale-wany 
unruly and yain-talkers, &8.. whoſe mourhs tiuſt be ſtopped. * © © | 


, | 
Miniſters "| What wiſe Magiſtrate wilt allow it in a Subje& ? what dil- 
0k leſi nece(= creet Commander ( as (lewrent writing to the FaRtious Corimtbians 
ſary for the . obſerves) will countenance that private and heady confidence in any. 
Chwurch,than Soldies, unger pretence of va'or, or hatred of the enemy, or zeal for 
( 9mmanders the Generals honor,and Armies good, without any Order, Commiſhon, 
are for a» or Command, to engaze himlelf upon fighting the enemy, or .com- 
Army. manding any part of the Army ; to the violating of thoſe jaft and 
& aviery; ef ain L- | - $2 ® 
wayze1, IN xnbuag, &c an lego & wy ifs yan mo Grimmerdpcy: has 1% Bait if6fa; 6 rae 
Fam, voameonrs wer & mn ie oam em, Clem. cp. ad Cor, p 46, 

weceſſary 


4 


__” 


Order av weeefſarydtChimobs artu 8121s) © 181. 


neceſſary Rules of Diſciplene ;-inthe xa obſetyation w mokd; wr = 1B 
of, Rrength, and honor of an Army,. infinitely more co , than e 

in the Thraſonich_forwardneſs, and fool-hardineſs of any perfon un it, | 
be he never ſo able or willing ,?-- which, AMankss Torquat us expreiied, Livius, Deci1; 
by that ſeverity of putting his own fon to.death, for fighting without lib. 8, Diſtiplis 
order from him his General, alrchough he foiight-ſwcceffully: : For 4-54 tp 
wiſe men conſider, it is not ſo neceſlary to-fight, or to preach, as to gr pv Re 
do both decently, and in order ;. nor ſhall any man be commended or maya res {olvi- 
crowned for either, unleſs he do them lawfully : Rgſhneſs is no part fti, &c. 

of an mans, fortitude, much. leſs of his Keligun +. nor 1s confidence T exemplum 
any Gm of true valor ; nor boaſting of conrage ; neither is confuſion 7 OI | 
any ingredient in (Chriſtian cnarity ; nor Fattron any ſupport of 'the 2 Tim-2. 5... 
Faith; nor diſorderly walking any tewel of thoſe holy flames, which If a man ftrive. 
dwell in the humble breFts of. true Chriltians, and fillthem with com- for maſtery ; | 


mendable zeal. | yes he is not 


argumentative, by way of right reaſon, and religions proportions,a to, Ao wt of” 
the & 


ries to all mens extravagancy. in Religion :, Nox-yet can So mejor 
ſo 


enemies round , about;; uplels rhe St andard-hearer i»;the CMrnifters, Ch IegY 


dum, power, .and malice of men and devi's, be ſupported and maine. 3. 2.8. 
power ma | pponriea a —— — 


reaſon be ſeif-condemned ; fince, if they _haye any grains of Salt in 


Aa 3 them, 


a | | "Order #5 Beveſſary i# Charch, ax in-« State; 
wt ww wi them, they cannot, bur daily fee, a neceſſity of exalt order, and ti- 
ewiewan, & (tintt power, which muſt be obſerved among themſelves as ſoldiers 
vane on without which, Armies will be but _—— heaps ; confuſed ads 
Pty eee and noiſes of men ; if any one, who 1s his own, or ' at) others 
4 magic, [wnfficiencres, ſhall prelently »ſwrp the power, and intrude - into the 
Naz. Or. 26. office of Captain and Commander ; whote work is not onely to uſe 
"Ns #@& = few good words now and than , but to fight valiantly, and yet to 
Ord _ keep both himlelf, and others in good or dey, | "hb e\39r 
Non aw ſpe- No leſs is o:der neceflary to the Church in its Societies ; 'oyer 
Amdum guid which able and fit Miniſters av placed, * have, not onely the work 
agat quiſ7ue> of Preaching, lying on their Conſciences, which” requires wore 
guam ques than ordinary and vulgar abilities ; but, they bave many other great, 
anganimo, and weighty affairs, which they are to diſcharge, both publickly and 
quam gud diſt privately ; as workmen that need not to beaſhamed ; as thoſe, that 
plina, Ep. are meet inftruments,and workers together with God and Chriſt in the 
I the great work of ſaving. owls ;.to which, if onely memory, and a-yoluble 
Orde poftules tongue, and an oratorious confidence, wou'd have ferved, there need- 
ut virtute & cd not fo preat preparation, and power of the Spirit from on high, 
mizentiores fu to come on the eApofties; which not onely forniſhed rhem with 
+ loco ſiperis- \{atrer what to ſay, and Languages wherein, but, with jw## and full 
_—_ authority to preach C hrifts Gofpel in Chrifts Name ; andtoſertle, 
ofte oo _— a like confflant Authority, Order, and Power C Miniſterial in all 
« ws apc wat Churches, for holy Adminiſtrations ; putting upon their Succeſſors, 
4x5. Naz. whom they ordained in every place (as the ſpirit of Moſes was put 
os "1. on the ſeventy Elders) of that Spirir ; that is, of that ſame power 
Ro. Epiſt. aa Miniſterial, which they had immediately from Chrift, | Nor was any 
Corinth. one not rightly ordained, antiently eſteemed, as amy Miniſter of the 
Numb.11, 17. Church,nor any was he did valid ; nor were any that adhered to ſuch 

diſerderly walkers and «mpoſtors ever reckoned among good Chriſtians, 
| Cypr. Epiſt, Or 23 ſound Members im the Charch ; As Saint Cyprian, moſt elo- 
56, De Bap- quently and zealonſly, writes concerning Ngwarianm, who uſurped 
cifandis No- the office of a Biſhop and Paſtor, among ſome credulous and weak 
vatianis, ad weople ; deſpifing the Ordrnation of the Church. How can he be 
xr pk 'R connted a Biſhop or Miniſter in the Church, who thus lrhe a Mauſh- 
Ecclehaneneft, 10098 £rows np from himſelf » How can he have any office in the 
nee Epiſcopus h, who i not placedthere by the officers inthe Church , which 
wtari p8- bath ever bad in it true Paſtors, who by a [ucceſſive Ordination, 
reft, atm have received power to prefide in the Church > He that fers wp of bis 
Coles anterite- own new ſcore, and [urceeds none formerly ordained, is both an alien 
re eotempea, 10, and an enemy of the peace and truth divine : Nor can that ſheep 


nemini ſucce- 
dens aſs Yornorh: Habere enim ant tentre Ecclefiam unilo made yoteft, yu; ordinarce in Ecclhie 
- reno op Do Bey po pig Fn ER 
| e vero paſtore, & in Eccle o | 
oo z ſeipſsincipiens aliews 'fr, 6 deminic 2461 & drvine wen] ilen . Rr ; 
| c 


The Calling of the Mindft . neceflery for People: 


berechoned, as one of Chrijts flock,, who dovh not follow on ; 


dained Paſtor, Thus Saint Cyprian, a Learned holy 
after a Martyr for Chriſt, teſtifies the ſenie of the mos and 


all ove Chriftians in his time, who flouriſhed in the third (entwry 
after Chriſt. 


I will onely adde one place more out of Terrulian, - who {lived Terml, lib. dc 
Praſcrip. ady, 
Edant (Hereti- 


Lies: 


before Saint Cyprian, in the end of the ſecond Century, whom C 
uſually called bis Mater, for the learning; warmth, force, and elo- 
quence, which were in his works, till his defetion. Let theſe new 
Maſters (faith he) avd their Deiſciplies, ſer forth to ns the Ori» 
ginal of their ("hwrches, the ((atalogue and Succeſſion of their Biſhops 
and Menifters ; (o running upward without imerruption; that it may 
appear their firft Biſhop or Presbyter had ſome «Apoſtle, or (ome that 
perſevered with the ag their predeceſſor and ordainer : For 
thus the true and Apoſtolically ed Churches do ever make their 
rechonings ; as the (hurch of Smyrna had their k 7:4 Biſhop (Poly- 
carpus) placed among them by St. John the Apoſtle : So ho Church 


eden 


um 
per 


dis 
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of Rome and Antioch hed their Paſtors, or Biſhops, ſerled by the A- foun, vel ipe- 


peſtle Perer. Thus Tertwllian, and with him [rexema, and all the folicis vird(qui 
[amen cum A- 


poſtolis 


ancients ; who ſought to keep the wnity of the Spirit, and the bond of 


peace, Eph. 4.3. T parity of dottrine, and power of holy Diſcipline, rnwtel) adn: 


in the Church of Chriſt. Theſe holy men never dreamed of Self- 
ordainers, or of gifted, yet wnordained Minifters ; nor did they own 
any Chriſtians 1n Church Society, or Ecclefiaftick Ordex, and holy 
Communion, where there was not an evident, diftin; and perfonal- 


Fit antaenm 
3 
Rolice repſus 


ly demonſtrable Succefſion of Biſhops, Paſtors, and Teachers, in [ys | 
Miniſterial Authority, ſo conſtituted by holy Ordination,” lineally Sicat - 


deſcended, and rightly derived from the Apoſtelical Stews, and the nacrum ae 
: ; f \ haben | A 

Ec. Taditonen | 

deer welins axdire. 


= 
# F 


Root, Jeſms Chritt, 


# Apoftolica Succe 
Nor is this, ſo divine an Inſtitution, fo ſolemn an Ordination, (0 


and (ufferings, and merits, to the end of the World, till the number 
of Saints be perfeRed, till the work of the Afini 


fay, is not of more concernment to-the glory of God, (whole 


and ineftimable mercy is hereby ſet forth to mankinde, ) or more ples 
conducing to the honor of Chreſf, in his wiſdom, loye, and care, _ to Religion, 


is finiſhed, ind moſt negr; 
the Body of (hrift, his Church, fully edified, Eph.q-1 2)" This, 1 xy for the 
infinite common. 


ved, trad bit - 
m— + Irenxus, lib. 3. Cap. 3+ D# 3.9% : 


7... 
ſarved a Miffeon, and fo clear and conftamt 2 Succeſſion of Miniſters, Peculiar Of- 
(whoſe office it is to-bear witneſs of the Name of Chreft, in his Jove, fcers as © 


134 The Calling of the Miniftry, neceſſary for people. 
his Church, than it isevery way moſt neceflary for the commungeed 
of thoſe, whom the Lord is. pleated to call to bes prople-arany rime, 
1 Cor.1,21, in any Nation, whatſoever 5; whoſe intereſt and benefit'the Lord 
Jeſms Chriſt far more conſidered (and ſo ſhou}d all- good: Miniſters da 
in their work,) than any particular ends, or advantages of theirown; 
(Alas, the drvineſt advancement of ' true Miniſters in"this World, is 
their farrhful labor ; their honor'muſt be their cares,” and'ftudics,:and 


2 Cor. 1.33, - fears ; their crowns; their fufterings and ſorrows; perſecutions, and 


_ perils, contempts, croſſes, and deaths for Chriſts' ſake, and'the 
tron 8 Churches welfare :) But the peculiar benefit and advantage of the 


in per periendo : Chriſtian flock,, the faitbful people of all ſorts, is that which is moſt 


Bern. to be regarded ; over whom the Lord hath made Minifters overleers; 
(tot onely ar the fiſt plantation of che Gofpþel, as the Socinians (ay, 
but allo in a conſtant and clear ſucceſſion of Publick Miniſterial 'Aw- 
thority ;) for this very purpoſe, That poor people may never be left 

Mark 6.24. as ſheep without a ſhepherd; that they may not either wander up and 
down un the wilderneſſes, or mountains of their own fancies ; or be 
led away by others tedutions z- or be beguiled by the devils wiles, 
and temptations ; That they may hear, and believe, and perſevere 
ftedfaſt inthe Faith , that they may neither be ignorant, norerrone- 
-ous, nor ſcattered and divided ; that they may be preſerved from 
ra#tical ſimplicity, hypocritical formality, heretical pravity, and ſchiſ- 

qN-PRI Patical novelty in matters of man ; that they may not periſh (or 
EDY V1 be left naked, ſepararcd, ſcattered, idle, and rebelliow) for want of 
Prov. 29. 18. . viſton 3 thereby finning againſt God, arid their own- fouls," "The 


Perpre, 


om. —_ regnant fignificancy of that one word, which Solomons wildom wſeth, 
enuda- p. 


br” th theſe ſwarms or ſpawnings of ſeveral ſenſes : All which variety 
CU ekke, ſhews, That the ffate of common people is neyer niore deſperate, than 
rerrocedere. © when their Seers fail ; when their Teachers are removed into Cormrs ; 
Buxtorf.”” when Godſends themno Preachers, or Prophets after, his own hearts 


2 ode when people are not onely without {ght, but putit aut, quenc 


hafl not be . *he Lamps of the Santtnary, and loving darkneſs mare t 'F lighe; 
$ ſeduttt- 


removed intoa When they are given up to their own deluſions, and other 


enrner any © * ons 3 who blindly follow the viſions of their own hearts," and the 


=: 
! 
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rand, = Prophets of their own ending, or the ©Minifters of their own or- 
Gee thy Teach- 02ining « whom they ſhall have nocaule to credit, eftecm, loye, 0r 
a. obey,as finding no competent gifts Miniſterial tn them,no CharaQers 
| of divine Authority, or * Succeſſion, upon them. FEY? 
Exck, 2. 17- People will eafily be ſurpriſed when they have-no. watchmen to 
He! ke 17s foreſee, give warning, prevent, and encounter any; dangets,.of fins, 
Fe fouls errors, and temptations, 'which eaſily ſurpriſe'the generalicy.even of 
'. . ? Chriſtians ; who are for the moſt part ſo bufied, and incumbred,-0r 
. ſo pleaſed and enſnared , or ſo burthened and opprefſed with: the 
ſccularand ſenſible things of this world , that they can hardly watch 
one 


A's al, ſothe'prople of 'Eniglands #emper . 

one hour. with Chriſt , no nat' in his agony; if they had not ſome 

e Minifters divinely appointed, to put them in remembrance ; to tir 

- up their affeRions, tof proyoke them to piety, to prepare them for 

etcrnity, ,both inſtruting them in the Fasth, and praying for them 

that their Faith may net fail, Nothing indeed is more deplorable and 

defþerate, than the condition of mankinde,yea,and of any part of the 

Church of Chriſt would be, if the Lord had not commanded, and 

by a ſpecial providence continued an holy conſtant ſucceſſion of the 

Minifters ot the Word and Sacraments ; who may be always, either 

planting, Or watering, or pruning ; and ſo, according to & ſeveral 

proport10ns of Chriltians, {ti]] preterving the rr=th, life, and power of 

Religion, fo as it may deſcend to after ages. For there is no doubt, 1 Cor.!-zx; 

but without this holy and happy Succeſſion of Miniſters, either people Ir pleaſed God 
+ Jens, | by the foolifh- 

would eyer perſiſt in their or:g172al ignorance, and heatheniſh ſotttry ; .c; of Preach 

cr, although once planted with prery, yet they will ſoon relapſe to ing, to ſave 

barbarity, Atheiſm, and anbelief ; 1 or -at beſt, ' content themlelyes them that be- 

with idle formalities, es leſs ſuperſtitions, empty notions, monldy lievc. 

traditions, lying legerds, plauhble fancies, novel inventions , vain 

imaginations, or molt defperate errors, and damnable doftrines , 

which is evident by the experience, as of former, ſo of theſe times ; 

where few of thole, that have caſt off, and deſpiſed the /awfu}, and 

true Miniftry of this Church, bue either give over all Religion ; Or 

elſe think themlelves capable, every night to dream a new and better 

= of ſerving God, and ſaving mens ſouls, than 'eyer yet was 

ulcd, ; 

This natural tendency to eApoitatize from truth, to relapſe to 8. 
profineneſs, to reſt in hypocriſce, to run our. to extravagancies;, or to As all Chri- 
perliſt in errors, no people under Heaven are more ſubjeR to, * than ftians [ub- 
thole of this Nation, England ; whom, as God hath bleſt  with' a ie## to Errors 
land flowing with milk, and honey ; to they have much of the iron and Apoſt a- 
lnew, and ſtiffneckedneſs of the Jews ; tor being full fed, they are alſo £5, Jo none 
full of high and quick, ſpirits, various and -vehement fancies, finding 997 ! han. 
out and running after many faſhions and inventions.” Don Gundamor, here in Eng- 
who had much Rudied the Exgliſh temper, and knew how their pulſe land. 
beat, both in Church and State , was wont to ſay, ' He defþaired nor Angimum mge- 
of thoſe violent changes here in England ; which in no other Nation pa jap ori!" 
could be expeed;z who are generally content with their cuſtows#, j;«, ſuperſtitis- 
and conſtant to their ;principles 3 whereas the Engliſh are always nibus & wati- 
given to change, to admire novelties, and with molt inconſtderate vis- ini dedita z 
lexce to purſue them : So that no Nation or Church under Heaven, —_— 
have more need then, of conſtant, leajned,' able, and honeſt Mini- a/pera & con- 
ſters ; who may ſhew them, guide, and keep them inthe good, right, tumaciter ſuper- 
and ſafe way of true Religion ; From which," none are more" eafi -p NO 
leduced, than thoſe that have cichr: 6 ofwenions ſoftneſs, — Phil m_ 


Engliſh tewyer in Refigion, 
lity coward:other men, as divers of us have ;' or an high conceit 
confidence of themielves ; which people, much at eaſe, rich and hi 
fed, (as many in England) are moſt ſubjetro z Inſomuch, that we 
ſee the greateſt diſcaſe, as to Religion,now is; among us, nor ſo much 
a famine, as a ſurfer of the Weird ; and knowledge, which hath here 

Mab, 2. 14 been as the waters of the Sea, diſdains thoſe ſhores of order, office, 
and duty, which the Lord hath. ſet for its bars and bonds in his 
Church : Chriſtians in many places, having had great flntÞ, are 

The greateſt come to. great wamonneſs; and the enemies of the Miniſtry, and 

enemies of Reformed Religion in this Church, are nor ſuch, as have been kept 

© Minifters meager, and tame with emptineſs, and ignorance ; but ſuch as haye 
+ them been pricked with provender, high fed, by an able and conitan 
me Pas Miniſtry, Thele are grown to luch ferocious ſpirits, like pampered 
horſes, whom noground will hold; daily neighing after novelties ; 

ruſhing upon any adventwres ; and impatient to bear thoſe Miniſters 

any longer, by whoſe bounty they have been ſo liberally nouriſhed, 

with all means of kyowledge, preaching, conferring, and writing ; 

Theſe now afte& high racks, and empty mangers ; ſubtilties jr & 

than ſolidities, and novelties more than noxriſhment ; yea, they are 
become the r:vals of their Miniſters, and und-rtake like Balaams 

Beaſt to teach their Maſters ; not onely ſpeaking with them, but 
againſt them ; yea, ſeeking to caft them quite oft, lifting up their 

heel again them, and trampling their feeders under their feet : Thus 
having either got the brid'e between their teeth, or havingcaſt quite 

off their neck the reigns of Order, Government, and Diſcipline in 

Plal3zz.9. Keligion, they arc become like Horſe and Mule without «nd:rſtand- 
ing ; Without gratitade, civility, and common. humanity ; fo far they 
are from ſober piety : Running furiouſly without their guides , wan- 
zonly, ſauffing up the wind, and: proudly Jifting up themſelves in 
their high crefied opinions and preſumptuous fancies of xotions, gifts, 
prophecyings, and infpirations ; Glorying in this riotous Liberty and 
mad folick, of Religion - which all wiſe, humb'e, and holy Chrt- 

Rians know, are not more unworthy of, and uncomfortable to, all 
good Miniſters (who taught them better) rhan' they will 'be molt 
dangerous, deſtructive, and damnable to thoſe men themſclves,” who 
proudly affect thoſe ruder and dangerous follies in the Church of 
Chit ; who cannot (either they, or their poſtefity) be eyer ſo fafe, 
« in (briſts way, at his finding, and under þ3s c»ftody ; where, 
with holy and juſt reſtraints (becoming Reaſor, Order, and Religion) 
there are allo the moſt ingennoms liberties, and the moſt Hiberat frui- 
tions : Wandering prodigals in Religion, who forfake'the order and 
regularity of their Bathers houſe, which 5c full of bread, will foon be 
xeduced 19.4 morſelof bread, NY | 
. &nd welee already, fych as aye in their pride and diſtain molt 


*h forſaken 
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Zugliſh demper 5n Religion: 

forſaken the true Miniſtry, are come by their Yor owns comrſes, £0 
feed on hucks ; and from the harlorry of their wanton, and fitie opini- 
ons, to conſort with ſwine ; havi 
ſelves to all rnde,unjuſt and profanc deſigns, or elſe wallowing tn fitrhy 
and ſenſual luſls , which makes them tin againſt Hexver ant Earth, 
and be no more worthy to be cailed the ſons of Gea, or the thildyeh 
of thus Chriitian Reformed Church, So that weevidently ſee, Thar 
choſe men fig ht againſt God, ngainlt Chriſt Jeſus, againſt the Ref.rm.. 
ed and Chriſtian Religicn ; againit the Word of God, which is the 
fandard of Religion ; againtt the {lmity, Order, atid:(ztbol ke con- 
formity of the Church of the Chr:ft in all ages; againſt the future 
Succeſſion of Keligion ; againlt their own ſouls ; agaitilt their poſte- 
rity ; againſt the common good of all mankinde; and aH ſuch, as 
may want and enjoy the imeſtimable bleſſing of the GoFfel, who ever 
fight agaivſt the holy office, divine authority, neceſſary duty, ſacred 
dignity, and conſtant ſucceſſion, of the Evangelical Miniſters, and 
Miniſtry; without which the Church of Chriſt , like a Field or 
Gard:n , without di'igent and daily Hiubandmen anl Gardiners, 
would, long ago, have r#n to waſte ; and been over-run with all 
inaner of e24] weed, ( which grow apace, even in the beſt Plantati- 
ons;) it God ih his wiſdom and mercy to mankind# , and to bu 
Church, had not appointed ſome men, as his Miniſters, to'take care 
from time to time, 'that the field of the Church be tilled in every 
place; that the Gard-# be weeded, and the vineyard fenced; and this 
eſpecially for their ſakes , who are the (wwe) moſt of then ; whole 


cares and burd-ns of life , or whole dulneſs and capacity, or whole 


wants and wetkneſs, or whole luſts and paſſions, would never, either 


move them to, or continue them in any way , worthy the name of * 
ordained nipuxge ) ( Yyers, , Tim... 7- 


true Religion , if God had not fent an 


hh. 


hired out, and -enſhycd'them- Luke ty. 


Heralds, and Ambaſſadors, to ſumwton, invite, and by pious 19por- Precones, vel 
twnity, even compel men to come into the ways of true piety, and Cadvceatores, 


happineſs ; which, being not onely far above /i»fwl fleſh and blood , 
but quite contrary to them, had need have a Miniſtry, whoſe autho- 
rity, for its riſe, afſiſtance, and ſucceſſion, ſhould be beyond what is 
of humane original and derivation ; which who to leek to oppoſe, 
deſtroy, or alter, will certainly bring upon themſelves, nox onely the 
puilt of fo high an infolence againſt Chriſt, and injury againſt this 
Church ; but alſo, will ſtand accountable to Gods j»ſtice, for thoſe 
many ſouls damnation, whom their vanity and novelty have per- 
verted and deftroyed, both jn the preſent age and after generations fox 

want of true Miniſters, | 
Theſe firſt weapons then, which the Adverſaries of the peculiar 
Calling of the Miniſtry, hoped to finde in the ,Armony of Scripture, 
or Right Reaſon, whereby to defend their own intruſion, and to 
Bb 2 offend 


"_. 
- . 
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138 Concluſion of the firſt Vindication, &c. pf 
offend that boly Funition, and divinely inſtituted Succeſſion, are found 

(I think) to have, as little force in them to hurt the ©Mimſtry, orto 

+ Sam, 17. help the enemy, as Goliahs Shield, Heimer, Sword, and Spear had, 
either to injure David, or ſecure himlelf ; -yea, (we ce) thoſe ſmoarh 

ſtones, thote pregnant and piercing Amihorities of many clear and 

concurrent Texts of Scripture, both for precept and example, which 

I have produced, according to right reaſoning, from *Feſus (rift, and 

the bleſſed eApoſtles; To which, the Catholike prattice, and crftom 

of all Churches 1n ater times, 1s as a ſling dire&ing them, more toxci- 

bly and firzaly againſt the brazey foreheads of thole eAnakims, that 

oppole the Miniltry ; All thele together, are ſufficient to proſtrate to. 

the ground their proud height, and to put to flight that #:circym- 

ciſed party, who have defied, and feek to deſtroy, the ho'y Ordrnati- 

on of Evangelical Miniſters , whoſe poor and oppreſlicd eſtate, al- 

though it may now ſeem, but as little David, with his Scrip and 

Staff, in the eyes of ſelf-exalting adverſaries, who delpile and curte 

them in ther hearts ; yet theſe may finde them to come in the Name 

and Power of the Lord ; ſent by Geds miſſion, furniſhed with Chrifts 

commiſſion, and appointed by the Churches due Ordination, to be 

Leaders, Kulers, and chief Officers in the Church Militant, under 

Heb. 2,10. His Excellency the Lord Jeſus (hriit ; who' is the Generaliſſimo, 
«9 y& 4 ww. chief Captain, and Prince of our Salvation; who having in former 
I" times delivered his Servants, the true and faithfu) Miniſters, from the 
aws of the Lions and the Bears, (Heatheniſh force, and Heretical 

Fries) will alſo deliver them out of the hands of thele «rcircumei{ed 

Philiftims ; who, having received from their Miniſtry, what ever 

honor and privilege, they can pretend toas Chriſtians, yet now car- 

ry themlelyes, as if they were aliens from the Iſrael of Grd ; and had 

never had rclation to, or blefſing from,this or any other true Church ; 
where hath been a conſtant Miniſtry, not more famons for Learning 
and Induſtry, than bleſſed with all Evangelical excellercies, and 
happy ſucceſſes : To wiich now, the Lord is pleaſed to adde this 
erown of patience, under great tribulations, and of perſeverance in 
ſuffering much evil dilcouragement, wheze it hath deſerved fo well. 
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or 0bjettion about Chriſtian gifts, and exerciſing in com- 
mon 4s Preachers or Prophets. 


Ll impartiall ipeRators may hitherto bchold the ſalvation of 
. God ; how the infolent oppolers of the Miniſteriall funRion, 
the men of Gath, are in their firſt encounter fo deeply ſmitten and 
woun ed , that they ly groveling on the ground : The rema ning 
motions Which they may ſeem to have, are but the imordinate Brokes Inconditi m- 
of hands and heels, the A batteries, and weak ſtruglings, which! rientium motua * 
attend impotent revenge and exſpiring malice ; It will be no hard © #®vahidrexs 
matter, to ſet my foot upon their proſtiate power; and to fever on Ine | 
-heir Heads from their Shoulders (that they rite up no more) by the "Ia 
means of thar'rwo edged and wnparalleld Sword of the Scriptures, 
rightly app:yed ; which hath both ſharpneſs; weight, and bright- 
nels; the cleareſt reaſon, potenteſt convition,and divineſt Authority ; 
with which they thought to arm themſelves againſt the peculiar 
Office of the Miniſtry. 
Yet there are ſome ſeconds and recruits (who leer to have leſs 
fury and malice againſt the Miniſty) who tecing the chief Cham- 
pion of the Antiminiſtertall faction, thus Levelled, come in, either 
a5 to the ſpoyl, or releue, (as Aiax to Khyſſes) holding before them 
the ſhield of manifold Scriptures ; Alleging, That notwithſtan- 
ding there may be oranted ſome peculiar Office and Inſtitution of 
the publike Miniſtry ; yet, as to the power of preaching, or liber- 
« of prophecying, the promile is common to” all behevers, for: Joel. 2.28. ci- 
the powring ont of the ſpirit upen all fleſh, in the later dayes : for. ed Ads 2.17-" 
the eA»nointing from above, which ſhall lead every believer zmto 
all Truth ; ſo that they ſhall »or need any man ſhould teach them : 1 Toh. 2.27. 
being all:aught of God. That the manifeſtation and gifrs of the uw —_—_ O 
þ - r.14.1, 
are given to every one for the good of the Church ; in teaching, \ Thel, 5.19. 
exhorting, prophecying, &c. Which every one is fo covet, and 20. 
may communicate to others, for their converſion, or confirmation ; 1 Cor.12.7. 
as Aquila and Priſcilla did to Apollos, and other Chriſtians in 37: ; 
Primitive diſperſions ; exerciſing and _—_—_— their talents re- 5 29:36: 
ceived, if notas Mrmiſters in Office, and ordeined, yet as Prophets 
and gifted Brethren ; if not as Paſtors, yet as Teachers ; In like x Per.4.11, 
fort Chriſtians, now, find their gifts of knowledge and utterance. ſo 
yreat and good, that they canuot {mother them, nor ſuffer chem to 
de reftraived and oppreſſed by the Miniſters encroachment and 
Monopoly. Thus they, who would ſeem to be fomewhat more ci-. 
vill and equanimous to the calling and Office of the Miniſtry. 
Bd 3 
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190 #eoples gifts no pretudice to the enuing of the Miniſters, 
Anſw. 1. My Antwer firft in gcnerall is: Thar all theſe and the like 
Gifts in 0- {mall ſhot, which Irfauſt us, Socimus, Off exodus, * Smaltzing, 
thers no pre- * Radeccins, * Nicolaides, and others of the revived eArians have . 
judice to the afforded thete Semiantiminiſteriall adver(aries; ave 'bern ofe 
Office of the diſcharged, and reccived, without any hurt, as to the divinely e- 
Ain try ; ſtabliſhed Office of the Miniſtry ; Having been either latisfied with © 
wor warrant all ingenuous conceſſions, as tar as order, modeſty, and charity will 
to any man Carly them ; or retuted with juſt replyes, againſt all vanity, afrd- 
publike ar- gancy and confulion, by thole learned men, who tormerly or lately 
rOgancy. have given very ſober, toljd, and liberall [atic fattion to any pleas 
* Sociuu lib. urged, or icruples alleged our of Scripture ; which will in 10 {fort 
de Eccl. maintain idlenels, vanity, por, and contulocn in the Church ; un- 
* Oftered. Inſt 1. the ſpecrous names of Jiberty, gifts and prophecying ; There are 
wakes indeed many places exciting Chriſtians to labour, to abound in e- 
de Ord. Ece. very good gift 4»d werk ; but yet as many to keep them within 
® Radeccins de Aye order and holy bounds, becomming the honour of Religion. 
Ecct. _ A!l thoic (xa&S/euem) gitts were never more eminent .and com- 
collider defe, mon in the Church of Cliriſt, than in thoſe times, when the Mini- 
Socin.t. x, HQeriall power was by peculiar marks, ceremonies, and dutics, di- 
Aas 14 23- ſtinctly and undoubredly conferred on {ome peculiar ferfons ; as, 
_ the Apoſtles, and 70. Diſciples - On Timothy, Tix, and others, 
—_—_ who were leparated, and ordeined, by | faſting, praying, rnaging- 
every Church. tion and impobtion of hands, to be Biſhops or Presbyrers in the 
Ads 13.2. reſpective Churches, as they came to be capable of Jcrled order and 
Separate tO Miniſtry. And notwithſtanding the extraordinary gifts of | the Sp 
_ - ad ir, which were then conferred upon many, not yet ordeined Mi- 
r Tim.4-14. ”iſters , weſee, the Office and honovr of the Miniſty was never 
F 5. 22, more clearly aſſerted, as divine (being fer over the flocks by the 
Ads 18.2%, Lord) fo to be owned and efteemed, as diſtin& from ſecular in- 
=;,"3 hh tanglemems, as an retire and compleat imployment, even for the beſt 
C Theſ.5.15, Wu ableſt men, to which they ſhould once ordeined wholy give 
13. themlelyes, and attend on it. Never was order, and. peace, and pro- 
x Tan.y.17. portion in the Church more enjoyned, and duly obſerved ; never 
1 Cortz.ls, diford:rly and unraly walkers, falſe Apoltles, ſelf-obirmders, 
no 14.32, houſc-creepers, heaps of teachers, who cauſed divifions, more ſevere- 
V.33-& 40. t repreſſed, than in thoſe Primitive times, when believers enjoyed 
Rom.16 17, mott eminent gifts and graces for ſome ends : cither in miracles, or 
> Thcl-3-6- toungs, or prophecying, (which was not that cminenteſt ſenſe of 


2 Tim.4.3. ophecyi hat is, foretelling things to come ;) but the » ening 
FF ur phecying (that 1s, 'g 14 ez pews 
Primirpor ,& d applying the places 6f the Prophets, in the eld Teſtament (which 
ry ' was then the only Scriptures the Church had ; which St. Feter calls 

what. 


the more ſure wird of Prophecy) by which 1t might appear to the 
+ nay 4 Chorch more clexrly, that the crucified Jeſus was the C 'brift, the 
rurarum inter- promiſed, prefigured, and prophecyed Heſſins ; fo eſtabliſhing 
Peres e741 | "ma 


of interpreting. Sexiptares. 9t 
tradition. and hiſtory of | the. new Tettament (which concerned wanins pro- 
= Nativity, life, miracles, ſufferings, death, refurreQtion, aſcenſion, phtticarnm > 
ec, of Chriſt,) by the places of the. old ; wherein oft times an. Au- mon 
dicor among them m#ght have that further light revealed to him, as Theoph.Chry- 
to the fuller ſenſe of any place, which another was handling; and ſoft. 5 
this, bur occaſiona)ly, not as a conftant habit ;- only at pretent, in Prophttarum = 
was beyond his naturall abilities, or endowments acquired by. ftu- Gio TE” 
dies, &'c. Nor was this (then an extraordinary gift, for the con» ;,,un —_ 
firming and eſtabliſhing of the new planted Church, or Chriſtians ad /alutem as- 
;n the faith) ever uled, as it ought, bur with great order, all gravity, ditorumexpla- 
charity, humility and peace among thole, that were truly ſo ena- raya — 
bled : And when any waim pretendeys came up to abule it; the K Fe _ 
Apoſtle requires, that there be a due tryall, and. ſubjettion of theſe x Cor.14.39,. 
ſpiru's of the Prophets to the Prophets, who might wiſely diſcern &c. 
between true and falſe, between holy, wite, and excellent inſpira- 
tions, (which were pertinent i»terpretations,or apt clearings of Scrip= 
tures,) and thoſe weak , impudent,and impertinent oftemtations,which 
were either very falſe and foolijh, or vulgar and ordinary. 

Which, Secondly, is the moſt, that our Antiminiſteriall ad- 2. 
verſaries, who affeR the name of Prophets, commonly amount too ; Of right in- 
while they handle the Scyipewres (moſt what) with very amwaſhen terpreting 
hands ;; ſo brokenly, corruptly, rudely, rathly and pervyerſely, as and applying 
makes them not any way extraordinary Prophets , but drdinary Scriptures, 
proclamers of their own ignorance,ſhame, and impudence:who think 2-Cor. 3.17: 
they may take /iberty in nothing more, thanin abufing and wreſting 
the holy Scriptures, which are ſufficient to make any man of God 
perfe&, both in gifts and graces, in abilities and in humility : And 
which ſhould not be handled either privatly, or publikely, but. with 
great humility, care, diligehce, exa&neſs and conſcience; Since, as , per. x.26c- 
they were not of private and humane invention, ſo nor are they of a Pet.3.16- 
private interpretation, after every mans ſudden, unſtable, and unlear-  * 
nedfancy ; Who raſhly fingles out texts of Scripture here and 
there (as they do a Deer out of a Herd,) and runs them down, till 
they fa)l at the foot of his fancy or - opimon ; torrwring and racking 
the places till they ſpeak to his mind, and ſenſe': Thus often /times _ : 
the Church of Chrift hath ſeen men of proud'and corrupt” minds O=nig, afup - 
(as they ſay Toads of good Eggs hatch Cockarrices) from ſome pla- Ss 
ces of Scripture raviſhed from their felJows, and wreſted from the ;, conprutte 
main ſcope and context, bring forth moſt heretical and monſtrous ſum: operantibus + 
produttions ; contrary to-thoſe truths, which are” moſt clearly ſer <mulayjovem 
torth in the whole remouwr or Analogy of the Scriptures, as their 7 Terwl; 
great deſign and main intent : 'Such thoſe of old were, againſt the apoh.e.qo, 
divinity and humanity of Chriſt ; Againſt the holy Trinity ; 'A- Dominigiaies. 
gainſt rhe grace of God ; andof Jate againft the Law, the Souls Im- gws fares y 
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Of interpreting Scriptures. 

mortality, good works, both the Sacraments, all holyduties as forms; 
Againſt any reſurrection and judgment to come, againſt the yery 
being of any Catholick Church, againſt the Scriptures themſelyes ; 
And to now againſt any S«cceſſion or peculiar _ of ordeined au- 
thoritative Miniſters,. to hold forth the Goſpell of Chriſt, and true 
Religion to the world : So the Maniches from Eph. 2. 2. By nature 
you are the Children of wrath, argued Nature of man to be Evil}, 
And from a principle ofdarknets and fin, coeternall with the good 
God. Auſt, Ketratt.l.15. Apollinaris and Eutiches argued from the 
word was made fleſh, That Chriſt had not ewo diſtin& na- 
tures, but only one, the flcſh turned into God,So Arrim againſt the 
Divinity, Neſtor: againſt the Unity of the perſon of Chritt, The 
Anthrojomarphites urged Scripture for thoſe humane ſhapes, which 
they groſly imagined to be in God,asin Man; becauſe God ſpeaking 
to man, {peaks as man, not as he isin himlelt, but as he is moſt con- 
ceivable by us. In none of all which errors, thole Patrons of them, 
any more than thele (for liberty of opining and of prophecying as 
they liſt) will ſeem to want either reaſox or Scripture ; which ſome- 
time they will call a dead letter ; yea and killing too ; Aſhrming 
that both it and the Miniſtry too are needlels ; thar all are taught of 
God, by a quick»ning Spirit and a Specrall unttion, &c, 

The ſame men can propheſy too if you let them alone, againſt 
all civill property and common equity and honeſty, out of that place, 
All things are yours, and you are ( hrifts, and Chriſt is Gods ; A- 
gainſt borrowing, or at leaſt paying any pecuniary debrs ; by Ow 
no man any thing, but love ; Againſt all honeſt labourand diligence, 
by Laboxr not for the meat that periſheth,Take no thought for to mor- 
row ; Againſt all modeſtly and decency in cloaths, by that, ot of 
putting on of apparell ; Againftall reſtraints of Laws and bounds of 
holineſs in any thing, by that, to the puye all things are pure; All 
things are lawfull forme, 1 (or.6.12. Againſt all duty ro Parents, 
ſubjeion tro Maſters and Magiſtrates, by call ro man Father, or 
Lord: be not yeuthe ſervants of men, 1 (r.7.23. by being Gods 
freemen ; for, you are a rojall Prieſt-hood, ergo, no peculiar Mini- 
ſry ; whereas that was ſaid, to the Jews fixlt, who had a peculiar 
Prieſt-hood,by which the whole Nation was blefled and honoured of 
God. Thus the devill, and his ieducing inſtruments, never want 
their leftures, quotations, and common place, out of the Scriptures ; 
When pride, poverty and liberty, once meet together to prophecy as 
they liſt, what mad work do they make, with Scriptures, Religion, 
conſcience, and all order and Laws of Church or civill ſocieries ? 
As thoſe falſe Prophets in Germany, not long ago did, and others 
after in Englad deſigned to have done, making the holy Scripture, 
which is the pure fountain of life, the yery fink and ,xeceptacie of 
all heady opinions and ſordid praRtiles. Where 
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When as the Holy Scriptares, which are the orarles of God alt pi fimun _ 
Leid forth his mind to the world m matzers of Religion, are to be ricazs ſincem - 
underſtood and interpreted (not by minds leavened with heretical} inparideſimen 
pride, or Schilmaticall peeviſhneſs, or captions. and criticall moroſe- —— fanti- 
xeſs, or Scepticall cavilings and janglings (which commonly drive aig. Jaye, 
{>me other lecular and finiſter ewd, rather than any thing of ' true S, Soiphne'lo= 
tith,good manners,and an holy lite :) but,, with all pious and" cau- £4 wi abs- | 
tous conhideration, all humble diligence, and i»genuom candor ; *#2967, wt bl 

mni.h . : ; q 18 me donna 
Which firlt regards, the joyws Analagy, the corcurrent texor, and {pus france 
tha: clear proportion, or r#ls of faith and holy life, in do@rine, both »8 
for myſteries, and worabties, which are evidently ſhinine from vere ; que now 
nany places, that are ſ-diſpmtable ; either for the clear InfluRi- 44 vin and 
onsin morals ; of Inſtitution in myſteries ; or Imitation inn Ithr- bord org 
{tr:ous and commended examples for order and policy : All which 'au&.Ep.14r. 
are cyough 0 inake a man of God, and any Church of Chriſt, per- Senfus Scriptu- 
felt to ſalvation. TE 
nis pubernacu/um, Tere. Nutla vox divina adeo difſoluta eff & diffiſa, ut verba tanrus defendantor, 
& 1a1i8 ve/borum non conſlutugtur, Tertul. de przi.ad Her, Rom,12.6, 3 Tim.3.17. 


And ſuch light, from the clear papuny and concurrent hare 
20ny, or conſtanr-renour of Scriptures old and new hath this point 

of the peculiar funttion of the Miniſtry Evangelicall; both from 

the praRiſe and precept of Thrift, and his Apoſtles, and others after 

them ; to which the uſe and judgement of all Churches do fully 

atteſt : In that tryall, approbation, benedicion, impoſition of hands, 

Ordination and folemn miſſion of ſome men in the Church to the' Of- 

ce and work of the Miniſtry, which is fet forth in the New Te- 

[lament : Againſt all which; ſo full clear proofs, and fo conflam 4 

/izht, what ever can be urged, by ſingle texts, or ſolitary and occa- 

11onall examples, out of Scripture, muſt needs be by theſe objeRers Notwnt equaſ-- 
cither weakly, or wilfully miſtaken in the phraſe and manner of coe eajoes Se. 
peaking ; or-elle is wrefted as St Petey tels us by ignorant and wr. 5: Mou oy 
ſtable minds from the ſcope and defign. of the Spirit of God: irt that nr _ 
place, (which is the meaſure of all right Interpretation :'Y Or eHe it /a;ſo compoſs- 
only relates to ſomething done by the rule of ocoaffenatl prudence ; erunt, & que 
... or tpeaks of ſome praiſe, which was only remporary not binding! ; dt - 
. or mrracnlons, and extraordinary ; which ceaſe, when the gift and ——_ 
occaſion ceaſeth ; or it may be in lome caſes uf »rgewt neceſſity, which , per, 2.16, 
might befal! an Infant, planning, h—_— 1moroanicall (hwreh ; Traum voits- 
enher not tully formed and ſetled in the dwe order, or fuddxinly 4 obrmr & 
prefled and ſcattered with vehement perſecution, and fo forced from —_ 
that order and exaQnels in outward Miniftrations of the Church, ;,,1,m ei: 
lus. Terr. de prez. ad Hzr, c. 17,C2w Mafcore wi wages ie, hnorguley, E plph-b, 75. G8 8,4, They 
thatwere ſcattered abroad went every A | * which 

. C 
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| which regard a ſociall, publike, and common, more, than a ſolitary, 
+9 que and —_ profeſſion of ReJigion, and which, in the Churches foe 
plicaretur, o#- led condition, they otherwaies duly and contcientiouſly obſerved, as 
—— the will of God. All which extraordinary caſes are, in all wiſe mens 
Coe judgement , very far different and diſtant from that of this Church 
& Baptizare, Of Eng land, unleis it may feem under ſome perſecution, by ſlande- 
& Sciipturas rous toungs, by falle Brethren, and deceitful] workers, and diforder- 
uw Eccleſia eX- 1,, walkers, the troublers of our lrael ; whom the Apoſtle Pals 
—_ charity to this reformed Church, would (no doubt) have wiſhed, 
loca circumplexa that either therr mouths might be ſtopped, or they might be cut off, 
eſt Eccleſa and delivered with Hymenens,Philetws,and eAlexander the Copper- 
compenticula Smith, ro Satay, that they might learn not to blaſpheme the Scrip- 
_—_—_—_ tures, and the truc Miniſtry, and this true Church, and in all thele, 
celga officia, the Golpei] and name, with the Spirit and grace of Chriſt, all which 


&c. Vt mnullus haye been manifeſted among us by the Miniſters of this Church, 
de clers augeret ; ER $7 , | 
qi non ordinatus eſſet preſumere officium, quod ſciret non ſibi creditum, &Cc. Cepit ali ordine & provi- 
dentia g#bernari Eccleſia. Com, in Eph, 4. Amb, aſlcripra, Tit.1.11, Gal.5.12.1 Tim,1.20, 


| 3. Truly 1 do not think that the ſo oft repeaters of their Sucinian 
Thoſe and (rambes, The objeCtors of thole and the like fingle places, or thoſe 
the like pla- temporary and occaſional] practiſes in Scripture, by which men or 
ces anſwered women unordeined to be Miniſters, did privately teach, or publikay 
in generall. prophely, can be fo weak and filly (many of them (for ſome of 
The no vali- them are men only in malice, againtt the Miniſters, but children 
dity of ſuch mn underſtanding ;) as to believe, That there is any ſuch weight or 
captions diſ- force in any of thole objections, which their own reaſon and coh- 
putings by ſcience (if not blinded with paſſion and prejudice againſt the Office 
Seripture, of the Miniſtry,) will not tell them have very ealy, fair and full 
againſt ſolutions ;Either firſt from the extraordinarixeſi of the gifts, which were 
7 ra. but remporary, and to which theſe men can with no face pretend, 
edelterie by any thing yet diſcovered by them, (Their zeal to diſgrace and de- 
Scriptur arum ſtroy the —_— by perverting and wreſting the Scriptures, is no 
& eupofitionem (gn. of their Apoſtolica]l gitts, but of therr Sat axicall or Schiſmaticall 
:TEF- malice ;) Os fecondly they are anſwered from the cate of the Church 
in lome places new)y planted, or perſecuted and icattered ; Or third- 

ly, by the common exerciſes of privsie Charity among believers one 

to another ; which all good Chriſtians and Miniſters allow till, 

and rejoyce in the order, uſefulneſs and modeſty of thole charitable 

gifts, and Brotherly exerciſes, which may in their proper place (be- 

ing duly regulated) as well conſiſt with the divine authority and 
peculiar emmency of the Miniſteriall funRion, as the Moon and 

Stars may be in the ſame firmament with the Su, Although ſhi- 

" ning in a different time and orh, with different luſtre, and to far 


leſs _ of influence, yet to the fame common end, the good-of 
this interior world. | So 


inl, 


Wreſting of Scriptures, ' 

So that no wile and gracious Chriſtian in reaſon can; or ity cons 

ſcience ought to ſheath choſe or other Scriptures in Miniſters bows 

els, which are rather for their defence and aſſiſtance, Shewing in- 

deed the great ule of a conſtant peculiar Miniſtry, to prevent the 

Churches deſolations and {uch neceſſities of meaner ſupplyes: So 

farare they, from affording any ground, either wholy to give 4 641 

of divorce to the {etled Miniſtry (which by ſo many clear and preg- 

nant texts is plain to be d:wimely Inſtitutcd ;) or to encourage any 

Chriſtians to entertain thoſe proud and ſpiteful! Penimmahs of pre- 

tenders to be gifted men ; thereby to grieve and vex the Souls of 

che true and tatchfull Miniſters (as ſhe did Hamnahs devout meek- 1 Sam. 12 

xeſs, with her majipert in{olency) Ir is no argument to perſwade 

the Church theretore to caſt out of Chriſts family rhe Stewards and 

diſpenſers of holy myſteries, which he hath appointed, becauſe Chri- 

ſtians have lomerime 1n their enforced wandrings, been relieved by Multuns dif 

ſome ſtrangers, or private and mutua}l Charity ; which may in ſuch /*r-nt lex _= | 

cales be great, though their g:trs and proviſion be but moderate. yorepgre en 

However it were madneſs for Chriſtians now where no neceſſity + or feri deer,” & 

ditorder prefleth, and when neither gifts are fo good, nor Charity fo qued «liter fieri 

oreat inany of theſe new men, to venture themielves upon their wen pog-Reg. 

owers for ſupplyes ; who (like - the fooliſh Virgins) have too little **? 

Shang however they boaſt of their © Lamps and Oyl 

to Ipare, | ; 

Such {ma}land feeble oppofitions then, which (as Tertullian Lib.de prefe. 

tels us) either Hereticks or Schiſmatickhs are wont to bring from adv. Hzre: 

broken and abuſed Scriptures, for their novell opinions, their proud ” bog * 

and pragmatick confuſrons, againſt the aniieut and Catholick, tenſe, ot — 

which the Church hath alwaies held forth by its pra&iſe, agree- Scripture lem. 

able to the many clear and unqueſtionable places, do no more' wea- glare intelligi . 

ken the divine authority of thoſe things which the Catholick vele. Ter, af 

Church upon lively grounds obſerverh (as it aiwaies hath this'of a Praxeams 

conſtant ordeined Miniſtry) no more I fay, than if Daiilah ſhould | 

have plucked rwo or three of Sampſons hairs, inftead of cutting off Judges 16, 

his goodly locks and prodigious trefſes. Nor may theſe falſe and "POR 

flattering Dalilahs of our times; (who by cauponating Religion tid | 

handling the Scriptures dece:tfi:lty, ſeek to betray the Rirength, ho- + Cor;z.a72 

nour, and oxder of this reformed Church in gland, under pretences 

of preat kindneſs) think, that by twitching thus one or two hairs; 

the Minifters ſfrength will fail them ; or that the Anti-mwinifteriall 

Philiftins hall preſently be upon them, ſo as eaſily to prevail a- 

gainſt the whole funRion of the ſetled Miniſtry ; which being d-- 

vinely inſtituted, and derived, will ever be divinely afſifted : No, Mat,28.20, 3X 

we find yer, (through the might of Gods grace, and the teſti —N 

of good conſcrences,) fo great 8 SY and holy courage, in all 
C 2 erue 


, 


\ 


196 of Miniſterial gifts in private Chriftians, 

— _ erue and faithfull Miniſters, as is abundantly able to affert them- 

ſelves, their funQtion, and the reformed Religion of this Church of 

England, againſt all theſe Apollyons and Abadgdons ; We are nor fo 

di(pirited, nor d:ſtreſſed, but that we can ſtill rowle up our ſelfs in 

the ftrengch of God, and in the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, and in the au- 

thority of our holy funRtion ; 1o, as eatily to break, in-[wnder a1) 

ſuch withs and cords, by which the enemies, not ſo much of our per- 

ſons, as of our calling and Religion, hope to afflitt us ; fo that theſe 

uncircumeiſed in hearts and lips, ſhall not ſafely touch us, or mock 

dees 15.17. V5: Only, as Sampſon did of the men of Judah, we humbly craye 

Ju of the ſecular powers, which are now over us,that therr hands may not 

be againſt us, to fall upon us themſelves, however they expoſe ue, 

Pſ11812, thus to contend with thoſe men of A//a:d alone: Who came 4- 

Ex multitudine bout us firſt like Bees with their importune filings, their vexatious: 

iniicae © gdifputings ; But now they threaten to come upon us like fat Buls 

_— . of Baſan on every fide, with their horns lifted up on. high to deftruy 

pre A —_ us ; But the Lord will be on onr fide, fo that we ſhall zot nerd great» 

vaentinms. tf 10 fear what thele beaſts of the people (theſe unreaſonable men) 

Pſ.23,13%s  cando unto us ; Who will ſoon be extinguiſhed, as fire amerg the 

v\. 68,394 tberes, when once the Lord ſhall arile to plead his own cauſe, not 

only by the zeal, and patience, and conſtancy cf his {ſervants the true 

Miniſters ; but alto, by ftirring up the [p:r:t of wiſdom in the hearts 

of all true Chriſtians ; who will toon be aſham'd of that /eviry, 

contempt and confuſion, which theſe mens vanity, or impiety, and 

hypocrify, weuld fain bring upon them, and their poſterity, in this 

eat concernment of the fer'ed Muiiftry, and the true reformed Re- 
on. 

: There are (no doubt) who of a long time have endeavoured and 

The evil ſought opportunity, when they might bring 1th Carts ar 4 high 

wes ſboos, b hon rugeneſs of the fedvced vwloar, the eAth of 

HON "Captty 2 Church and Re igion, into the houſe of their miſhe- 

ous diſputers pen Dagon, which hath upper parts like a mans, but the lower 

againſt the  & Fifh, the head adorned with Chriſtian Religion, but the tay) de- 

Minittry.. formed with tuperſtiton. They fottly and fairly pretend liberty 

x Sam, F. and improyement, with mens faces and womens hajy (2s the Loewſts 

Rev. 9-7- which role out of the batt omteſs pit) but they will end in the Sror- 

; piows tay] of licentiou/nefſt, tuperitition, and protanets; Such Refor- 

mation will loon prove deformity. They {peak of bread, but it will 

Mar,7.10: proove ſtoxes, and Serpents inſtead of Fiſhes. Such manifeſtations 

of private gifts in wanton and prefumptuous Spirits, will ſoon 

turn.to the gqurnching and reſiſting of thetrue light and heat of Gods 

: Spyit , whote purer flames arc only fed with = holy Oyl which 

Zach.4 12, HYows from the golden veflel of the Scriptures, divinely infuſed into 

they, apd diffuicd ingo the humble hearts of all good Chriſtians by 


thole 
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ipes of the Miniſtry, which Chriſt hath appointed for that 
m__ oY Anti-miniſteriall Liberty, which mh feek rhus.to 
dreſs up, by an adwulrerous and wanton bravery, againſt the calling 
of the Miniſtry, is like the woman which firs in the midſt of the 
Ephah of wickedneſs ; bo p68 the mouth of which God will (ere long) £*>.5,7. 
caſt ſuch 4 talent of lead, as ſha!l cover and ftop it up, by theut , 
:ndionation and abhorrencewt all good Chriftians,ro tee themfelves, 
this Church, the Miniſters of it, and the Reformed Religion fo much 
waſted and abuſed, by ſuch prodigies 4 profaneſi as Naa of them 
are : who ſpeak nothing, but prod, and perverſe things ; full of botd 
þlaſphemics, and Anti chriſtian confufions ; under the colour of 
oifts and Liberties of prophecying ; whereto as the wiſdom and holy 
order ſet forth mm Scripture give me countenance; fo, in the next 
place, neither do theſe mens gifts, which they ſo boaſt and yapour 
of give any incouragement. | 
For firft no wite man doubts of thole mens emptiveſs,which their 
great nojſe and ſounding ſets forth every where : ſhewing they are The yan 
very fullof themſekves ; puffed up with their own leven ; apphuded ,,,4 «», yard 
#!to by ſome others, and blown up by people of their own fize ; neſs of theſe 
who areas prone to flatter confident talkers, and undertakers, as 4, ;. 14;- 
Children are to fill empty bladders with wind ; Pint-pors wi l niſterials as 
cry up one anothers capacity and fulnels, till they are ſet neer or ,,;ho;r pre- 
eomparedand emptyed into quart or galley veſſels ; *Twill then ,,,4.4 gefts 
appear, though they. were ſoon full and ran oyer, yet they held but poſs, gas 
little, and are foon exhauſted. Theſe Behemerick Preachers, Spa- ineuiora eo (0- 
grrick:[Huminates, Familiftickh, Prophets, and Seraphick, Teachers, mntiora. Vul- 
whopretend roſuch ſtrange Prerogatives of gifts, and new Lights, 5 A 
above all other Chriſtians, yea and beyond the ableſt Minifters , To inning 
like frantick men alwaies botting of their ' riches, ſtrength, treature, mwanter. 


beauty, &c, amidſt their ſordid neceffities, If = wile man come 700- 
Maleſ morum 


neer them, he ſhall find, that asto any true light of goo@learning, 2 

or ſound Religion, they are 4s Yark and ducky, as if hoe had been —_ 5+ 5 mug 

begotten in the Eclips of the Sun, and ' bor in the Jaft quarter of howinum & 

the Moon, . delirantium il- 
Iud proprium 


eh, Sibi ſemper adblaudiri ; de ſe ſuiſ, palliceri : jollebund de Tinſaurit ſuis & divitizs, cam 

lint paueriai ; ſe reges ſoumiant & 0 , cum vindti, & cef,, & laceri fint : vel uns boc miſorimi 

yoo ſa ipſarum von miſtreanter. Eraſmus, Yuartd Lund nati plerunque morioues & Lunatici: 
rgan. $+ -4 


In cood earneft, T wifh I could find any juſt cauſe, by rheir 
ſpeech, or Pamphlets, tb 1er-my hand to thoſe ample teſtimonials, - 
which theſe gifted men every where give of themſelves and their 
party : Thaye »o envy at their parts, nor ill will againſt any of 
their perſons, nox have 1 ſuffered (or at leaſt am-not ſenfible of) any 
Ce] * particular 


- 


- 
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particu'ar injury from any of them: So that I can without ay 

paſsion or partiality profeis, that I never yet.perceived any ad, 

(parks of emiment þtfes, either in reaton, . or Religion, as renders 

them, cither exvyable or any way conſiderable in compariſon of thoſe 
maeegsrmne Miniftcrs whom they liſt to cry down, and diſparage : Poor men, 
5d wegtrn. (co arc indeed admirable (butnot Imitable) for a ind of chimi- 
__ ro. call Divinty ; which after much paips and puffing, vaporrs inte 
wats nugas & ſmoke. They are rare for odd expreſsions and phantaſtick_ phraſes, 
nihil aguut. inſtead of the antient Scriptmre forms of wholeſome woras ; Nothing 
Portemiloguis 5 more wonderfull (as moniters are) than their affefted raptares, 


— D—— wild ſpeculations, and —_ expicfſions : imagining that none 
Ft ſana & ſa- ſees their folly, becaulc they {hut their own eyes, and ſoar aboye 


nantiaverba. the common mans capacity 1n - ga nonlen:e : and calling thoſe 
z Tim.4.3. glorious Truths, which are fottiſh vanities, or ſhameful lyes ; What 
5<mion em.; nelt hearted Chriſtian can bear the filthy and wnſavory expreſsions 
of ſome of theie Anti-miniſtcriall Rantcts, Shakers, and Scekers 7 
their met aphyſicall mincings of Blaiphemy ; their r:4l;zgs of Reli- 
' gion ; their ſcurrilous confonndivg of the Incomprehenſible excel- 
lencies of God, of the Lord Jelus Chriſt, and of the Bleſſed Spirit, 
with the nature of any creature never {o mean and ſordid, that to 
them its no wonder, if the Egyptian found ſo many Geds in his Gar- 
den, as he had Lecks and Onyons,or Frogs and Toads; Thus amuſing 
Felices gente? their poor and filly auditors with high blatphemics, and moſt obſcure 
Juabus vs extravagancics. Such of old were the rare Ipeculations, inyen- 
———- ag Mw. tions, and expreſſions of the Valentinians. Their Bathi, e/Fones, 
Non credentium Syz-ug tai, Pſendevangeha, Pleromata, concepiio ſpiritualis, umbra 
fed credutorum; wnaxygrne, And a thoutand ſuch blaſphemous whimlyes, which Jre- 
non ſanttorum , .,.; rels of in his times. So that their A Divinity and 
_—_— Mid-night Dottrines, inſtead of fair explications of Truth by Scrip- 
rum ſed del;- ture realonifhgs and the demonſtration of the Spirit therein, are ra- 
rantzum The. ther like Meage-bogs, when they are handled, they wrap themſelves 
gogia, Irzn. yp into ſuch prickly intricacies; as makes them not only wſeleſs, ugly 
and te - but hurtful] and ſcandalous to ſober Chriſtians 
and all true Religion ; which theſe fellows dreſs up with their 
foul fingers, as Black-Smiths would do fine Ladys, ſullying all they 

touch, while they would ſeem to adorn. 

Certainly, If [pir:twall gifts, and prophecying of old, had been 
ſuch es Bas ach apt. a rude OTA ſhort thrums, 
and broken ends of D:vinity, ſuch ridiculous and incoherent dxeams, 
ſuch ſenſeleſs and ſorry confuſtons, as ſome of theſe Familiſticall fan- 
cies uſually bring forth, either extempore, or premeditated; 1 do not 

believe the wildom of the Apoſtle would haye bid Chriſtians 
1 Cor.t4-l. either cover it, or not deſpiſe it, Both which precepts import, 


SOR that ſuch prophecyings as were of old, and are only fir to be uſed 
in 
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:n the Church, had and ought to have tuch tokens of excellency and Merito contem- 
worthin it, for the editying of Chriſtians, as may induce wife and #15 fort ifti 
iſt h to eſteem it,and dehire it; of which 1 : I Ouguendily. 
ood Chriltians both to eſteem it,an re 1t; of which lort I think p91, 0a; 
thele preſumpruoms Propheciers find but a few, either to follow them Miai/terii ga 
or detire them, which 1s not the leaſt caule of their great envy and vazge(ici con- 
indignation againlt thoſe excellent Minifters, who fo much ſtand in !*®ptoes fa- 
their light, as far onut-ſhining them in all reall abilities, gifts and Ny  Mi- 


oraces, they {ti]] retain the bett and wileſt of the people in tome fair ao —— 


degree of order anddiſcretion, wich torbids them to chooſe rhe figs nuges nugaciſſ- 


of theſe new Emu; aſts, which arc very bad, before thoſe of their 9145, & mera 
antient Miniſters, whichare very good; between whom ( indeed ) deln14-Zanch. 
nothing but extreme ignorance, Or /axt'm prophaneſs can make any 

compariſon ; Nor will their lowd (*t»ew', ) boſtings of rare diſcoveries, edge cafes 

admirable inventions, and ſingular manifeſtations, talye their credit, Une ry wat 
or long {erve _ turn : For whatare ag ae _ yr bur ay 
cither old Truths in new tearms, purpoſely tranſlated by ſuch brokers &1 * uu &u- 
of religion, out of the old forms of ſound words ? or elle ſome putrid LO c_ 
errors long ago buried, which thele ( wipe ) ſearchers of the ',guepoilee fe- 
orayes of old heretiques newly light upon, and take for ſome rare Cine. Profanas 
hidden treaſures. Their ſplendid fancies like chips of rotten wood v06um_wwuite- 


may ſhine tor a while, and ſerve to amuſe, or ſcare thote filly ſouls _— _ 
who are {till in the dark, ever learning, and never comming, { by the 7 drin _= 


means of theſe Teachers ) to the knowledge of the Truth ; but they veritates deſe- 
will never be eſteemed as bcamsor ſparks of divine light, untill all raw. Auſt. 
wite Chriſtians have loſt their eyes, In dliquibus 


| ſplendor eſt de 
* putredine, Vexulam. 2 Tim. 3.7» 


I have many times been eyen aſtoniſhed to hear, and read of + 
the rudeneſs and inciyilities of theſe Anti-muniſteriall boafters : their The arro- 
bluſtrizg and crowding into Miniſters Pulpirs ; their volubleand rat- gancy and” 
ling rongaes ; their no foreheads, their lowd clamors ; their aQtive smpudence 
hands, their indefatigable agitations. I never wanted or wiſhed any of ſome pre- 
thing more in them, to make them compleat Prophets, - and Prea- tenders to 
chers, but only ſolidity, gravity, modeſty, charity, tome youn of gifts «- 
learning joyned with humility, and zeal with humanity ; lome me- gainſt the 
thods of intelligible reaſon, and profitable Scriptwre-Divinuy, true Mini- 

Hers. 
Sunt qui Pifkum quaritaut non ſadote vultus ſed impudentia- fromis, Eraſ.de Monachis, YVentoſs 
& exnmis ifta loquacit as Religionis modeſtiam welut peſtilenti guodam fydere affl t ; nas weritarem W- 
[an minu1 quam vaſtiorem iltam Eloquentiam, rebus [actis, & officis divias debitam & decoram 6*r- 
rump, Verul. | 
\ 


Of all whichthey having o little, as amounts to nothing, yet I 
they are alwaies more than Congqueronrs in all their adventures 3 


If they do but affront a grave, ſober, learned, and gedb _—_— 
w 


_ + * 


Petulant Beaſt ings pd Trinmphs. 
( who is fir to be their father m Inſtruction, and pcflibly hath bern 
lo, before they thus degenerared )it they dare (as what dare they nor, 
when they go ſortimes the Wolves in heards, from place © place, 
ſceking what flocks, yea what Shepheards they may devour, ſeduce, 
or ſcatter ? ) It I fay+they darc oppole him in his own place with 
their impudent cavi))s, trivolous quzries, or {curritlous obje&ions:; 
If they can but interrupt bim in his ho!y miniftrations, or ave him 
ſome attoniſhment ts tee (ſuch unwomed evill tpirts. appear i the 
Or. 26. Church ; If at length they can by barbarous and mt ollerable info. 
lexcies, both of words and actions, dilorder and- hinder him in his 

hely affices, vr at lealt tufficiently ſhew the rcit of the amazed peo- 

Apud omnss ple, how fafcly they can contemn, and interrupt the publich ſervice 
genes ud i (& (306 (. which kind of religions 710t, never was tolkcrated in any 
-+09AK nw, civill Nation under Heaven, or among any the # ofi barbarers, that 
non ſunt reme- OW NC any publick worſhip of iheir Goa,) It che Munitter (good man) 
randa. In Inc bluſh, and be aſhamed, or tomthing di!ordered by them, and for them; 
enim unwſes- Tf he in witdom think fit to contute them with {ileace, not anfer- 
Joſs, gente Bo: ing (uch feols according ts their fally ; as Fezthiah advis'd his fer- 
ronhgtiry @- Vants to entertain the petulancy of rayling Kab!. k&:Þ > Or if he to faf 
| ligumpumini gratifies their importunitics, and bears with their raftical! manners, 
ſus bonorem de- | confuſed angling s,as to ditpute with them,and by tober managing 
_ _ good arguments, without any paſſion, to drive then LO AP PATENT, 10r= 
Ifai. 26.21, Pluſſcs, to all manner of confuſions and contradictions ; to 8 thou- 
Ve e tfand ablurditics, againſt all common principles of reaton, againſt all 
ſrigida ſuffe/a, f:cndamentals of Religion ; againſt all Scripture evidences ; againſt 
ic & ſrlentta all Maximes, Lpgicall, Morall, Hiſtoricall and Theological ; If his 
graviſhe "Je froward opponents, impatient to beſo ſoberly baffed,are forecd. to quit 
primuntur,& all clear reafon and Scripture proofs, retreating 1m vain, to their new 
concemtnr yt lights fond imerpretations,and talle glofles; ro their Seraphick whim- 
Intan'tors Ws" (es, and Enthuſtatticall dreams, ( which can fave them, no more 
_— now from ſhame,than Baal could his ſe/f-wounding and vainly ClL:we- 
”n conteeriene, 70 pricſts ) lo that at length they fly to down-right rayling and 
&& wibil canſt+ chreatning to ſcare the good man with the next troopers which they 
quertss = v% can get to appear with them ; if at laſt, like waſps, they are forced 
44% 0d , ( by the godly Minifters learned gravity and conftancy )* to quit the 

_—_ place, and onlyleave thew Qings of reproaches behind them, being 

t Kings 18.26 ful] of infinite malice, regret anddelpite for their confuſion; 
Therr :nfo- Yer preſently, after rhzs great AtcHevement, the Trumpets (or 
len boaſting 1997 horns rather ) muſt every where ſound among the Anti-mini- 


ee enS Reriall party ; The ( nun ) Triumphant [ongs mult be ſung; Bue- 
" oppo- TY where it muſt ring ; that the Walls of Jericho are fals; Babylon 
Frgs of able & formed, Antichriſt u Phandyed ; The Prelpit guards are routed, 


HMiniſters, 


The w#tory is cricd up ; The Triwmph mult be adorned with colou- 
able Narratives, bitter Inve&iyes, lying Orations, and Phik 2g 
ecla- 
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Jeclamations : ſighifying, what g/orions ſucceſies theſe doubty Cham- - _ mane 
pions had. LaGtly, the poor Minter, without pR_ to his age, 2 png 
learning, worth, or credit, rogether with hs whole tribe and funttion, C,,oica Ec 
muſt 16 4 fanatick pageamry be led captive ; In their black. coass, cleſa minus Ye... 
| and mourning habits, they mult {adly follow rhe (* harior of thele fe ſentiunt ſe 
invincible Heroes 5 who like E «ſar, do but come, and fee, and con- 4 woſg, _ 
quer any #7#e CAimjrer wharloever, be he never to fortified with ,,,,; ſemper 
learning , prudence, cxperience, good credit and conſcience ; all facere, omni 
theſe arc but /{ubble ro that fiery ſpirit, which is in thete holy [n- grandiloquen- 
endiaries, who, like Don Qrixots, or Knights Errants, have ſo ma- #4 9rnare, cot 
ny Rowunces of religion 1n their heads, ſtrange fancies and inchant- A 
ing opinions, t2t-they never wart Windmills and Grants to eNCOUN= ſummo d'jpe- 
ter ; yea, and they never make 4 IVentures without 2Jorious ſucceſles, #z; habere, 
and animaoinable /ZAiractes ; doing, more wonderfull feats with a R* Gnoſlici,oh * 
Dixart, or a Squire, and an Enchantment, than ever the moſt fort#- apr of 
J ; > oo. ng . . aniche;, of 
».1:e Generall &:d, with the belt ditciplin'd Army-of horle and foot. ywaian © 
And inthe heat of theſe Rodomortaadpes of that credulous and cruell Donatift 3:13, 
Fattion, their difdain of Minifters ariteth {o high, that they meditate & ome» «44, 
nothing 1c{s, thari to ſacrifice them all ro their juſt wrath and indigs ®#0dv216645- 
nation ; 25 Ei7.c5 did Baals prieſts ( for fo they call the beſt of our ages... 
Miniſters ) as if a!l the Engliſh world had lately been convinced, by 9,4 dee/t ms 
thele gifted men, of their former errors, and converted by Afrraclc: 115 &> | 4pien- 
and fire from heaven at the word of thete rare Teachers, from liſftniro 7: "6c clumore 
to, or regarding any more, their true Miniſters. LO J&s 
Thus is their ordinary overvalning of themſelves ; thus their, K ng 18. 
{corn of all others ; thus their i»9placable anger againſt all able and < 
good Miniſters, which is therefore the more black and deſperate, The compare 
becauſe it ariſeth from Envy, and amounteth to deſparr, while they perweey the 
cruelly fuſpeR, and ſomtimes ſmartly find, and ſenſibly feel the reall ,z;1;z,v, of 
abilities of Miniſters, both publickly appearing, and generally eſtee- ;y,e nga. 
med by all wiſe and good Chriſtians, far beyond their Phantaſms, fters , and 
their {rothy noyſes, and meer ſhews of being ( as Symon Mag us co- theſe preten- 
veted ro beeſteemed ) ſome preat one ; when he bewitched the peo- py, 34 be 
ple of Samara, both great and ſmall, ſo tar as to think him the ,,cou 
power of the great God. This makes them to touchy and impatient infenſfre ft 
of farr diſputes, of calm and tober Conferences, contenting theme ;,1 & wine 
{e|ves to be bluſtering ſcorners, and tumultuary oppolers of thoſe placanda fput 
excellent Mimſters, whom to compare to tuch Zanys, Dwarfs and tas giie - n- 
Pigmies, (as to any true worth of men, or excellencie of Chriſtians; 2/4 de- 
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orabilities and gifts for the Miniſtry ) were to horour thele, and to TR j- 
. G(parage thoſe too much. deo idljo habet 
| quod alteriits 


engentians aſſequi aut emulari nequit. Lat. har inal Toe iavny proper. O3r@ 'Gir i hawepur 
n W ipnas, As 8.9, R 
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The A mti-winiftorials Inſufficiency. 
For what, I beſcech you, (O wiſe and excellent Chriſtians ( for 

co. you ſtill 1 mult appeal ) are in good earneſt thole great gifts, xnd 

rare abilities which thele later Donatifts fo mwch boaſt of avaind 

the true ard Orderned Miniſters of thes Church? Are they thote grave, 

Jcarned, and well digeſted-colleRions; or thole judicious, ſweet, and 

wholtome Corfettions; or thote cordiall and ſpiritfull dr/Fillations, of 

divine and ſaving truths, diligently gathered ( as Induſtrious Bees 

do their Honcy ) from varioxs readings, by aſfiduous ſtudies, frequent 

prayers, {erious meditations, and wel}-made oblervations 2 Are they 

whence the from ſearch and underſtanding of the Sacred Originals of the Di- 
reall abili= yine Oracles, or from much coxver(e in elaborate Comment ayies up- 
tities of tre on the Scriptures ; from diligent reading of ſecular and Eccle/i- 
Miniſters ; aſticall Hiitories ; from good in-{ight into all commendable «An- 
and what. thors and Sciences ? All which the ſtudies and labours of ho'y and 
learned Miniſters bave competently or plentifully afforded them ; 

and they have brought forth to the Churches of Chritt, in all ages; 

and in no age or Church more liberally, than in this laſt age, and in 

this CÞxrch of England. By which Methods of wiſdom attending 

daily at ber Poſts and Gates , true and able Miniſters have flled, 

Mar.13.35. and are daily filling the rreaſuries of their minds, with excellent and 
Vetera legend® ywel-digetted matters, both old and new, fitting themliclves for cv:ry 
& weditando, good word aud work : All which digeſtions of holy ſtudies, they ica- 
_ CT" tonably, orderly, and dilcreetly bring forth with all the advantages 
Quiar, ( for the peoples profiting ) of grave, clear, Methodicall and Jively 
| Eloquerce, both in Praying 1d Preaching, Theſe indced have been, 
and ſtill are, by Gods blcfling, the reall Minifteriall ſufficiencies, 

which the true Miniſters of Eng/a:d have been, and fill are beſt 

withall ; which theſe pretenders envy, deſpair of, deſpite, and would 

deltroy. 

The inſuſf- Becauſe they know indeed (' and fo do: the moſt and beſt of men) 
cienctes of that their ſhort teddar will by no artifice of clamour, rayling, and 
of the Anti- «> rang flatteries ever (treteh ncer to that proportion which true Mi- 
mintfteri- milters have, no more, than the Tead in the table, could twell' it felt 
als : and to the emulated Ox. Alas, all the trippery of thele Brokers and bi- 
whence, ſters, ( who have nothivg but a Long-lone, or ſecond-hand divinity, 
| which they fo much hang ont at their ſhop windows ) extends wo no 
more than a plagriary way of filchir.g and ſtealing whole diſcourtes, 

or taking ſome Sermon notes, from ſome able Miniſters reaching, OT 

writing ; T his good matter they miſerably prephane 9s def..ce, with 

their evill pref.:cings, odd patchings, ragged mang ings of it, and 

wild digrefſions trom it, the better to conceal rheir theft ; yer is this 

lawineſs and theevery the very bt of their ſhifts ; and amceng the 
molt veniall arts, which are uſed by theſe Wirſps and Dreness which 
now begin to grow Hornets, and hop? to drive the true Miniſters, 35 
c 
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the old Cananites, ont of this good Land, that they may mhetit it ; nof.aq.ns. 
They have no other faves and cratches to lean their lameneſs upon, 
but only tuch as they have gathered out of the Miniſters own woods, 
andnow (like ungracious children ) they beat with chem borh their 
own Parems, and the Planters. | 

For, if at any time thele brazer orators adventure to entertain * 
their [eaden Auditers ( who like Callow birds gape wide, and are Ferre frinitm 
orcedy to ſwallow any thing which is brought them,) with ſtuff of @r4oes,plutt 
their own proper mal-inventtion , nn-preparation, and diſ-compoſure ; = _ > 2 
Nothing T commonly more weak and flaſhy, ( like whites of Eggs — | 
without tfalt,) Nothing more looſe, ſprng y, inſinuewie, and unfubltan= 
tiall, than what arifeth from no higher tource than their own brains : 
their ſudden and ſhallow fancies, which like Rhewm eaſily ſwims out 
of their lips, yea worſe, many times nothing is more peſtilemly er- 
roneous, and more faratically confuled ; Even moſt #»1wholſome, and 
( to well-taſting Chriſtians ) moſt #+ſavonry medlies of filthy falſ= 
hoods, delperate and dammable dottrines, tempered ( as the Rats- 
bane of old Herericks ( which Tertsltan tells of ) was wont) with Nibilproficit 
ſome mixtures of Seripture Texts , ſome light inſperſions of Truth, Congeſtio Sorig- 
to make them more appetitions and paſſable with —_ firſt it may prop yy 
be ) tomwhat ſqueamſh diſciples, who by little andlictle, 4s Mithri- ,achi qua 
dates, wonting themſelves to nibble and ſip off ons, come to that ineat everſio- 
confidence, that they venture to quaff up a»y araughts, into which nm aut cerebri. 
their bolder Mountebanks evidently ſqueeze,and infuſe the venome of I E Lo 
molt loathſome Creatures; ſuch as have ſpit out their poyſon, like alum: 
the Racovian Catechiſm, and ſuch like primers of the Devill, againſt & derattions- 
Chriſt, and theholy Spirit ; againſt rhe grace of God, the Law, the bus af 
_— ; againſt the glorious Effence, goodneſs, and wiſdom of wy - 
God; againſt the Sabbathand Sacraments ; againſt all duties, all di- dome 
ſtin&tions of order, or office in the Church ; againſt all reſtraints of jrum previ- 
humane lawes, againſt all holineſs, Morality, and modeſty in mens tas. Cap.t7, 
lives; The only Antidote which their wretched hearers have againſt _— 
all theſe, or the like poyſons of ſouls, is no other, but their cuſtome ,, alolice . 
of drinking ſuch weley and abominable liquors, whoſe venom hath ſunt rrronam ut 
ſo feupified their conſciences, that they are paſt all feeling and ſenſe, & vitierum 
of either fin, ſhame, or ſorrow. Nor is there ever any of theſe ew iti, ex qui 
Rabbier, who can content himle'f with either the orders of thus |: ek 
Church, or the Articles of Sound do@rines, or Catechiſticall fonn- ingentes wow 
aations and principles which it hath embraced and propoum- rad enaſcun- 
ded, upon very grave and good adviſe, as moſt ſate and neceſ- !ur ' PR 
lary for Chriſtians ; They muſt ever have ſome new ſangle, cither of - any 
opinion, or praiſe, to make them remarkable. preceandi rallit 
Precands ſenſum & conſcientiam. Ber. Epheſ.4.19. De novitare nomen, & ah improbizate fanam 


frenine, Tere, | 
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204 | Gifts alone make not « Miniſter. | 
7. Bur, if I ſhouldyield ( which I cannot do with truth Y'or onf 
Gifts alone tuppole ſome of thele men to have even ordinary Apoſtolicall rifts, 
make not a (as they vainly and falſly pretend ) yer even theſe would not make 
Miniſter, them beyond, or better than falſ Apoſt les,unleſs they had the.call,m:iffion 
nor furniſh andauthoriy, which true Apo3tFles had immediatly from Chriſt, and 
him with which falſe Apoſtles untruly pretended ro , who, though they taught 
true Mini- the truth, yer with falſity pretended, they had ſeen ghe Lord Jews, 
ſterial power and were ſent as other Apoſtles by him; Nor will thole common gifts 
and autho- make them ordinary Prophets or Miniſters in the Church, unleſs the 
rity. haye the ordinary call and miſſion, which Chriſt hath ſetled in the 
| Church ; A Serpent of gold, would not haye brought thoſe healing 
effetts,which the braſen did,at Gods appointement ,G1f:s of knowledge 

and utterance alone;are not qualifications ſufficient tor men to cha 

lenge the right of Ordination to publick Miniſtry ; for the moralls 

and practiques of men, as well as their intellettwals, are much to be 

conſidered; the Prieſt might be able, and the Levite luſty for ſervice, 

when they were unclcan, and ſo unfit for the Temple. The levity, 
haughtinels, rudeneſs, boaſtings, and inconſtancies obſervable in ſome 
mens looks, geſture, habit, and carriage ( as St.e Ambroſe gueſſed 

at the mine and garb of two Presbyters, who afterward proved ſtark 
naught ) makes them lels fit to be ordained Miniſters in the Church, 
than many, who have weaker gifts, but diſcoyer more prudence, gra- 
vity, meekneſs, humility ,and diligence. 

Autoritas Cha- A ſtock, and gifts, and parts, either naturall or acquired,though 
riſmata praſup- neyer ſo thrifty and {preading, is of ir ſelf,but as a crab3tock,and can 
pazit,at Chartſ of it {elf bear no other than ſor fruits,of Factions, Schiſms, Emulati- | 
m_- _ _ ons, and carrall confuſrons im the Church, till it is ggafied with hob 
munt. Gerard. ordination, by that due miniſteria}l] power, which 1 the Church : 
de Miniſt, As there are formally, or truly, no true Sacraments, where the ſame 
«Nualu or:dMd- Elements and words materially are uicd, unlcis there be allo a right 
tn of Miniter of holy things, who ats and conlecrates not in any na- 
[ Cor. 3-3. turall or civill my as from his own mind, or other mens will, 
- but by delegation and appointment from Chriſt ; nor can there be 
In aftionibus a right Minifter, or Officer from Chriſt ( as I formerly proved) 
ram ſacris que where there is not a 1ight patent, divine power and commiſſion gi- 
_— yu ven in his Name by due ordination; as it is but treaſon and rebellion, 
eitnum, Reg. for the ab!eſt States-man or Lawycr, toundertake and a the: part 
Ju, of an Embaſſadour or Judge, untill he be 114d: (uch, by thoſe, in 
reference to whole will and work, fuch power and emp'oyment only 

can be conferred ; That cannot be done in anothers name, which is 
"TY done by his conſent, and according to his declared will, Men of 
es the greateſt gifts, if they are dilorderly in the Church, are but as 
Verutam.de Jens in the hcdy, the greater the worſer, the more they (well beyond 
Jcſuiris, the model] and true proportion of the bedies ſeatures, the wy 
y defor- 
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deformity and inconvenience they bring to the whole body; nor 

hath any manany caule to boaſt of them ; for it is not the greatneſs, 

but fineſs of parts, which makes them handiome or uſeful to the whole; 

who knows not-that great wits and parts are oft=times great temp- Mata Ss 
rations? as was faid of Origen, whoke frequent Preaching in rhe "I pros 
Church of Alexanaria, betore he was Ordeined Presbyter, gave tentatio, Vinc. 
oreat offence to grave and godly men, impuring his after errors and fall Lyrin, de O- 
ro his too great forwardnels and prefumption. The Serpent, which we, pry Ter- 
was ſubtiller than other beaſts, is choſen by the Devill, as a fit or- A. 
rane for to convey his temptations : Proud and preſumptuous gifts 

in men, are no better than thoſe imordinate ——— Which ex- 

ceedmens noles, or blind their eyes, or ſomtimes {well bigger than 

their heads ; nor will their fate be better at laſt, than that of rhe 

Grants was, who preſuming of his valt limbs, and the exttaordinary T Chron.20.6 
number of hs fingers and toes, ( which were twenty four in all ) 

yet there wanted not of Davids worthies, who flew him, when he 

defied the Church of God : If men be left to meaſure rhemſelves 3 Cor.To, 12, 
only by themſ Ives, ( as moſt of thele overwiſe-men do ) which of 
them bur is prone to think very highly of himſelf ? and like the Apes 
in the fable, fancy they can build as brave Houſes, and Cities, and 
Churches, as the ableſt man, but when they come to the Woog, ny 
have not4o much as Sawes,or Axes, or any tools to begin the wor 
withall ? 

But theſe over-forward men uſually reply with great ſadneſs and _ 
ſeverity againſt Miniſters Monopoliſing of the duty and office of mL 
Preaching the Goſpell, That Paul reiozced if any preached Chriſt ; Of $ ” 
though of envy and evill will, though not Orazined, &e. = f.Fauls 
I antwer, fi:ſt, It doth not appear, but thole men might have de : Fl OS 
Minifteriall power, to preach the Golpell ; and yet through paſſion nes <S þ 
or fation they ab»ſed this power, ſeeking their own things, and not 0h * fl 
the things of Chriſt, Or ſecondly, It may be - their preaching was, we FOO 
but privat, domeſtique, ard charitative Inſtruittion or confirming of wht a. 
others, repeating as the Bereans, what #hey had learned of St.Paul, acts 17.1. . 
or other Apoſtles, which is not denyed to any fober Chriſtians, but 
onJy required to be kept within thote bounds of Order and humility, 
ſo as it neither becomes rivall to, or oppoſer of, nor yet a deſpiſer, 
and at laſt an aboliſher of the office of the publique Miniſtry, which 
's thedefign of the preſumpruous,and pretenders againſt the Miniſters. . 
Thirdly, If thoſe whom x. Apoſtle ſpeaks of, were not Preachers by 
ofce,but on'y by tiMr own little mzoroves of applauſe or protit,or Exvy 
and the like, chey were moved to preach the Goſpel! of Chriſt, yet 
they did not like our modern introdrs and Hſnrpers, boalt of Ex- 
traordinary gfts and call ; nor did they deny, or ſeek to overthrow - 


\ 


11 others the ordinary power and office of that Miniſtry, which Chriſt 
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That Chriſt was any way Preached. 
and the Apoſtles had ferJed m the Church, and to which they pre- 
tended to have a zeal, Fourthly, at the worſt, whateverthey 

or Cid, regularly or irregularly, as to the point of Preaching (rift 
cr«cificd, the Apoltle fo far rejoyced, nor,as they were patſionate, or 
peeviſh, envious, diſorderly, c. but io far, as God reſtrained them in 
any moderate bounds of truth-ſpeaking, It was ſome joy toſee a leſs 
degree of miſchief, and ſcandal ariſe from their perverinels and ſpite; 
That they did nor 6/aſpheme that Name, and preach another Got- 
pell; or corrupt this 1n points of doctrine, with Jewiſh or Heretical] 
leaven; no lets than they did with thoſe ri+nfntes of paſſions, envy, 
and defeH&s of Charity : A good Chriftian may rejoyce ar any prepa- 


ration of men to receive the Goſpell, as in the 1»ares, tho they be 


In omni malo a , , ; her” 
eſt al;gua bows firlt taught it, in much weaknels and ſuperſtition ; Ic is lo far happy, 


wmixiura; Sim-.jn the worſt of times and things, that there is no fimple or ſincere 
pliciter emm © ill which hath not ſome mixture of good in ir, which it abuſeth, 


© — c:{c it could not be at all ; and ſome extra&tion of good may be from 


Neque ezim eſt it by the omnipotent wildome of God, cauling all things to work tc- 
milum pura gether for the good of his Church. 

negatzo, ſed ae- Sg | . , 
biti boni privatio, neque eft copnoſcibile niſi per bonum. Tho.Aq. 1.4.14, Xu bumene ef} imbecilita- 
tis plena indigine cognoſcere q14 ratione Dent mala floi patiatur,que 10n ircurig ſed confilio permit- 
tuntur, Salv, |. x. Gub. Miurandum zon c: quod mala exnryant, ſed vitilandim eff ne noceant, ws 
permitterer Deus ex ſurgere aift [anftos per bu juſmodi tent ationes cindai expediret, Auft,Ep. 141, 


Grads per- But what ſober Chriſtian will urge Fods permiſſions againſt his 
miſſions not Preceprts and Inſtitutions ? The rule m the Word is Rill right, con- 
to be urged ſtant, and divine, though in the water of events, providence may 
againft his ſeem crooked and irregular. Gods toleration of evill, of diſorders, or 
Precepts hereſies inthe Church, doth nox juftifie them in the leaſt kind againſt 
and Inſtitu- his Word, which forbids them. The Apoſtle was glad ( and fo may 
tions, we be in evill times) that things were no worſe, but he allows them 
Sue permictic 197 to be ſo bad ; nor would heapprove the doing of evill, or the er- 
Deus nom ap- vy and ſpightfulneſs in preaching, that good might come thereby , 
prebas in per- He only confideredit in the event, as to Gods diſpoſing, not in the 
niſſe praviter 1oent or fat, as to mans perverting ; A ſober and wiſe man may 


gy make a good ufe of others madnets and folly, as God 'doth of mans 


m ſuam and devilts malice. One may rejoyce , that there are ſome pojſo- 
profundiſſims nom crearures, by which tro make Theriacas and Antidotes ; Many 
& potentiſime yenomous beafts have the cure in them! againſt eheir own ſtings 


ſapientia que __ 
bona tx maln F 0; ſons. 


drcenda nivit. Vid Auſt Ep-120, & Ep.159. In abdjto oft confiium per. Wu malk bene wtiewr, #i- 
rificans bonvatis ſue omnipotentiam.Rom. 3.3. Milta ſunt im mention oferantis mala, que is even- 
tn oper;s boua ſunt. Aqui Preſcientia & prepovenia ſna non reſciudit Deus libertateſs Fhdure 
4 cam rſtuuerat, Terr), li oS. cont, Marc.on.-vid.Syneſ.cp, $7. 
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The ſame Apoſtle might rejoycein the ſuppofed ( ndbt decreed 
and abſolute ) Neceſſity of Hereſies ( There muſt be herefies ;) that 1:Cor.11.19 
(as in thele rimes ) rhe conſtancy of judicious and fincere Chniliang £ ; 
may be made manifeit. Itis tome cate that Impoſtumes break, wheres 212 eſt jucun- 
by corrupt humors are let out and ſpent : poſhbly the Apoſtle might 004456 88 figs- 
:n ſome tenſe or notion have rejoyced in the ſtorms be ſuftred, and the Re TE 
ſhipwrack, {o far aSit diſcovered Gods extraordinary protetFion to tral, quam in 
him, and for his take, to thote with him. And fo may all his faich- #45 moleſtie. 
full Servants the Miniſters, have cauſe at Jaſt to re Joyce, when the Lace.l.de Ira. 
Lord hath brought them and this Church to the fair haven, after — _ 
thisfoul weather, which ſeeks to overwhelm them. But Chriſt is in Dans ao 
the ſhip, — have a good Pilot God, whoſe Spirit, with their #a/a, cum & 
own, bids them be of good chear, - The Lord can and will fave his fs © 
that be godly, trom lo great a death. But ſuch joyes are the ſerious _—_— 
and /incere raptures of very godly and wiſe men, far enough ſeque- puny cle 
fired from the flaſhes of the Ly ; Which hardly ever diſcern in E- Id, Acts 37. 
vents, what is of God, from what is of man ; Good events, in which 
Gods over-powring is ſcen, are oft confequemtrall, not intentionall, as c,_ - 
to the lecond agents, and flow 1n0t from their will or wertxe, but fol- IRIN: 
low their work, through Gods ſoveraign over-ruling ; who, as St. Au- Clinony, 
tin ayes, wou!d not range any evill of fin to have been in, and »! #4 ww- 
from the creatures pravity of free will, and infirmity of power, if his ax%ny ig wg” 
infinite both power and goodnels, had '. ul horn wen > woo i 
tract the good of his glory, out of the greateſt eyi}. | ow __ 
And truly this good, we hope, through the mercy of God, both The good 
all true Miniſters, and all true Chriftians in this Church of Empiard, which may 
will reap, by this envy, contention, ſpicefull, unfineere and uncivill come from 
dealingof theſe Amti-miniferiall Adverſaries, ( who cry up” their this evill to: 
new preaching, and propheſring wayes, thereby thinking t9 adde affi- true Mini-- 
on to thoſe bonds and diſtrefſes which are. upon” Miniſters in ft ſhoys. 
dangerous and difficult times, ) That this will make all re Aini- Phil.r.26: 
fters more ſtudy to be able for to walk worthy of, and alwayes to 
adorn that holy profeſſion, and divine Miniftration which they have 
upon them, that fo they may ſtop rhe months of gainſayers, who lye SOM 
in wart for therr-halting, and reorce at their fallings ; A'fo it Wil of malorum & 
breed in aJl others that are ferions, ſound, and goed Chriſtians, a prea- inimicorum nu» 
ter abhorrency of theſe inſolent and* diſorderly wayes in the Church, Jo JO" 
the root and fruits of whichare carnall, not ſpirituall, pride, faRtion, 79” _— 
ftrife, bitterneſs, confuſion, ſcom of religion , corruption of all true jj, & wigi- 
dodrine and holy manners, negle& and diſuſe of holy duties; pro--lamtjoresreddas 
Phanels and diſpoſition to all ſuperſtitions, licention{neſs,flatteries,ard mer. Eraſm, 
lukewarmneſs, 4s to the power of the true reformed Religion ; As is 1 Cur.3el.- 
moſt evident in thoſe re where theſe New-pretenders have molt 


ntrid:d themſelves, and extruded the true and able a" 
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Comenpt of Sad experience will ſhortly teach all ſuch as /eve this Church and 
tho Mini» Reformed religion, how much it concerned them to have endeyouted, 
ſters of the great vindications, and by cw! Santtions of the honour of the pub- 
Goſpel,paves like Miniitry ; That there may be exact care in the right authorny 
and ſtrowes for ordination, and true antient iuccclſion, which conferrs the Divine 
the Devils power and office ; az allo good inconragements, and aſliltance in the 
high-way to duc execution of It, that it may not be expoſed to 10 many affronts, 
all impiety. reproaches, and diſgraces, of vile men, and inlolent manners, who 

fear not,openly to contemn iuch a reformed Church,and its ſo famous 
Miniſtry, together with the whole Nation, and the Lawes of it, 
eycn in 1o high a nature and meaſure as this is,to vilifie their Publike 
Religion, and to ſeek to cxtirpate the true Minittry of invs,;- | 
NNulla matis As good Lawes oft rile by the occafon of evill manners, like 
iltuſtrantur &Þ Antidotes from Poylons ; fo advant.iges may at laſt accrew to the 
: —_— '& Reformed religion, and to the true Miniſtry of it, by rheſe oppoſitions, 
_ = Nothing makes theluttre of truth to ſhine more clear and we'come, 
quam que ver. than thoſe clowdings and blaiphemies, under which it may, for a 
ſulrſſima here- time, be hidden and Ecclijſed ; Nothing will make able. Phyſtcians 
Fxcorum pravi- more neceflary and valucd, than the [warms of tuch ig2oram Quacks, 
rae Odetmpare |. arc of no valew, who are more dargerous than any Plague or 
& eradicare ay 3 Se, 
rondbatrr. £Epidemicil diſeaſe ; Noris the eſtate of any Church, as to Religion, 
Chamier. more ſafe, by the muJtitudes of preaciing Mom tebanks, in ftead 
Doftis medic of True and able Miniſters, In ſtead of Propating the Golpell, 
mart orry they will every where ſo corrupt it witherrors, ſo abafe. it with pie- 
2 beolegis Judices and fcandals, to harden men againſt the power of - it, by the 
3nſulh & impu- rotterneſs and hypocrifie of their wayes, that there will be more need 
dentes Theol9- of able and true Miniſters to recover and fſcttle the honour of the 
gaſi: 11f m9 rye Chriſtian religion in this Nation, than if it were now -firlt to be 
| 15mg conyerted from Paganiſm ; For the Devils flrongelt holds are thole, 
dici impeciti. Which are faſhioned after the platforms of religion, and pretend to 
Fernel. more than ordinary piety. 
9. So that when I confider the temper . and form of this Arti- 
The (hara- as par fattion in England, 1 find, that their heads by a ricketh 
cler of Anti- kird of religion, are grown too heavy foi their weak and. overbur- 
miniſterial thened limbs; Their ſclf-conccic of their extraordivary gifts and 
preter a:r510 abilities, preſuming themſelves to be able to do, what ever they /fan- 
gifts, cy, makes them more.than 07 dinarily diſabled, as to any good word 
Mia ne &* or work , Like Narciſſus, they are ſo deluded with the flattering 
ns he Ec chos ef their {!l; ;dmirers; and fo tak:n with their own faſhion, 
hw Nez, 31) fuch folle glaſles; that they are like 10 doat till they die, and ſtarve 
Minton '"e 799 themiclves , as to all reall ſuffcciencies, by the fond imagination of 
wie Wien how great gifis they have, and their ignorance of how much 
boys & 7am mes ( indeed ) they want, Nothing more hinders r7ez{1 abilities, than tv0 
Naz.Or-te þafty freſumprions of them ; If any cf thele gloricſses have any 
competent 


A nti- Minifterials incompetency of gifts; + | 209 


competent gitrs of knowledge, as to: lome things of Religion, -yer / 

(like the Chickens hatcht by the force of Ovens in the heat of«C'a- 

melDung, as at Aleppo, Damaſcus, and other places in the Eaſt) 

they have commonly fomething-in them, won#row, odd, extrava- 

gant ; either defe&iye or ſuperfluous in opinions, or praGtife ; In 
intclle&uals, or morals, or prudenctials ; Either yain or moroſe;; Hamas toll 
lighc or tetricall ; rude or:proud:; popular or affettated; Impatient ldcata Rebgio, 
ot nothing io much as the bounds of that  honeft callins; in which Cryſ. 1. 9, 
God, and the Laws have placed them ; Uniatisfied and ever qUar- ,, 11m ; #; 
relling with that ſober, peaceable, ſetled way of judicious and. hum- tepidos [e ſuf- 
ble piety 3 which becomes good Chriſtians, adorns the Golpell, picantur niſs 
and keeps up the -honour of the Reformed Religion, and of this !#q%ieti ſine, 
Church of Emglana ; which, theie mens. late. wiolext extravagan- EE fa- 
cies, and diſorderly walkings, beyond and contrary -to-all 'holy roles ; —_ 6 ov 
of Religion, all modeſt bounds, of reaton, Law, and common order diis commiſeen- 
among men and Clviſtians, teek to make weary, fick,, and aſhamed tes & pulcher- 


of it iclf; when it ſhall 4ce t ſelf robbed and ſpoyled of all its #74 99<que 
able Miniſters, Reverend Biſhops , * learned Presbyters , and ——— 
orderly Proteſlors, and on! guarded 'by a ri! 0s Ws incompoſed tes, Gerard, 
rabble of (uch, whoſe ignorance, weakneſs and confufions will on- Phrenticus 
ly terye to betray and deſtroy, the Reformed Religion ; but never © #7mendus 
to detend it, againſt thoſe many, malicious, crafty and well armed Ti. 
adverſaries ; who do butly in wait for opportunities, to weaken, Jre.1.1.c.r "y 
diſhonour, diſorder, and quite overthrow, both this and a)l- othey Dui coſtodier 
Reformed Churches, | | , ipſos cuſtodes, 
Alas, theſe gifted men, who ſpread fo large fayls, hang out ſuch Oy _—_— 
fair ſtreamers, and ſeek to make 1o goodly a ſhew to the vulgar” * 
mplicity, as if they were ſtrong built, well rigid, and richly loader 
veſſels, (fit toendure thaſerowgh Seas and ftorms, ro which both 
the Truth and Miniſtry of the Goſpell are: frequently expoled ;) »ggeuiec tn w 
are eaſily judged by all wiſe and truly learned Chriſtians, to-be but *emeir xawe 
light keels, and flat bottomed Boats ; by their floring 10 loftily; by #*>%ouday xs 
their running fo boldly over any ſhelves and rocks of opinion ; 'by paint. gras 
their putting into every ſmall creek, of controverſy ; which ſhews, 1, Ardhn, n 
they draw very little water ; that they have nor the duc ballaſt of muirm naurent. 
weighty knowledge and found judgement ; the want of which AuSde Virt.. 


makes them ſo fool hardy, fo apt to be tofled-ro and fro with every Audacia oft ftu- 


Wind of doftrine ; ſo prone to grow Leaky and foul, either letrin quidem 1. 
in under water, ca ———_ ve Ber and brackiſh opni one Cj malitia 
ons,or ſhipping 'in aboverdeck, openly and boldly, whole Seas of any veluntatir con- 
ſnifter ends, and worldly, intereſts, that: are abtoad in the ſtorms ray) 
and waves and . confufians- of civill fairs ; from which the beſt 1451, _—_ 


"0 & wie <pnyine yarie & daypaneuragy. Syveſ. Ep. 14. Confidentia fiultorum inprares pru- 


Exim ſcarra, $ido, Ipqove aiding laerer. Nazar, 26, Temeitas inſcitia fiia, 
Ee ' Chriſtians 


I 
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Mar.23-9. 
Confirmatur by- 
pocriſes Phart= 
[i quando am- 
flantur Pbj- 


lafteria.Chryl. 


Mar.9.37. 


TO. 
The Chur- 


Churches extraordinary neceſsivies how to be fupplyed, 


Chriſtians Rudy alwaics to keep themielves moſt free and. ijn-* 


(potted. 
i The large Philatteries of pretended preaching gpifrs, which bare 
men fo Phariſaically fer forth to-the vulgar view (who-as St, Feram 
faith, cafily admire what they hardlycit underſtand) dv not 

ſently make them ſuch Rabbies, and teachers in Iſrael, as they 
fancy and afte& to be counted, where there is or be had far 
better ſupplies of fuch able, and righr ordeined AMinifteys, 2s the 
Churchot England, hath braught up. Theie are graces: and gifts of 
the Spirit to be ſhewed in mens filence, as well as in their ſpeaking : 
(as he that knew how to hold his peace put in his name: among 
the famous Orators;) Yea it the caſe of this Church were fo de- 
ſalate as tome pretend, and deſtitute of able and fairhtull Minifters; 
(which bleſſed be Gad it yet is not) yet few of thele forward inmry- 
d:rs of themiclves have ſuch ſober gitts,and well-grounded knowledge 
in the myſerics of Chriſtian, and in the ordinary. controverſies of 
the Reformed Rgligion,as might lupply the Church in its caſes of 
neceſſity; wherein any Chriſtians or Churches may pcſhhbly crave 
and haveſomercliet, as to: the reaching, cor firming, or comfirting 
part ofthe Miniſtry, from the: larger and golden rule of Charity, 
Where Chriſtian communion makes b:lievers- uſefull to each other; 
not out of Office-and ipeciall duty, but out of love, and that gene- 
rall reJation:they have-tocach other-; W hichnecefiity thanks be to 


* God is not. yet the Caſe of this Church, nov: ſha'l' ever need/ ro be 


(by Gods bleſſing) if Magiſtrates and true Afinifters would do 
the duties, which: become: them in their places : Though the Har- 
veſtbe-great, yet theLabourers are not few, which are of the Lords 
ſending , 1f'they may, be-uffered ro do-the Lords work + And if thote 
fturd) gleaners and:pilferers (who thruſt themſelves into others mens 
fields and labowrs) did notevery! where difturly andhinder them by 
their. ſharking andi{crambling. 

Who ">. ener ms wy, in _cales. of reall, not feigned, af- 


ches ſupplies feed, or:imaginary neceſſiry, when Chriſtians a»e forcibly deprived 


in.caſes. of 
nee eſjuy , 
When true 
AMomfiters 
cannot be 
enjoyed, 
John 2; 


Lande fedam- refreſhing, Ravens 
de neeofja ate. 


vIrturem ; 


flusgllam gua 


of their true Paſtors and Miniſters, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whe hath 
ſpecia)l care.of. his: Church, by the affiftance- of his- Spirit; can- turn 
the wat er.of ſome Lay-mens weaker aifts, ireo wine; tor- the Taſtru- 
ion, confirmation, and contolation of ſcattered: and deſelated Chri- 
ſtians ; Although thoſe teachersarcnot every way exattly prepared; 
nor fitted for every work, of the Sanctuary ? Rather than poor 
Chriſtians, that _ for thefood of Heaven, ' {Hould  wholy want” 

jall- feed! them, as they did" wildred' and ba- 
 niſhed-Eliah : Ailay:mans barrell of \meal' and) ruſe of: Ol; that 
is, his good skill and found underſtanding, in the mips. funda ent nl s 


elegit libertas non indicit-neceſſune; Ber: Ep; 143, 1 Kings r754;1 Kings 17, © 


of 


Chriſtian Libervy iv uſe of $f15. «BIT 
of faith, and holy praQite; Allo3n thole gracious promiſes. quhich: - * © ++ 
Gad hath made c0uproght hears s ; theſe may -:haye riraguletss avg - 

ment ations and effaſcrons to ſuſtain a widowed Church end Qrpban 

Chriſtians in time.of dearth : But we-muſt.not-therefore :lulfer (theſe 
Acephal:/ts, theſe circxlators and heggars: to perlwade us, that we DAI. 
are famiſhed in our fathers houle (where we ſecſermams gre waineon je 4-4 
withfuloe(s of Bread)meerly.chat they.may boaff,howithey :haye maile' tr ceriges Reto- 
us to cat of their .9:ouldy ſcraps, and drink of their muſty botrels. gio detentas di- 
In the conf#/ions.of a family, -where-yiolence : oyerbears fetled (order, 999 * Ip 
(removing both chief and ,infexior Officers 4) hole ſupplies are Fee hems 
commendable, which theicharity aud:dileretian of 'any dervants.can 15d. Hiſpa. de 
afford ane. the:other, yer without -ubunping any Place. and authe- off. Ec.lib.2, 
rity, which they, have,not, over-others : :But in :2;{et/ed and ordenty <3: 

family, where there are Stowards ant Officers appointed, it is a;pre- 

poſterous charity tor momy Servant-to undertake to-give.to. the Chil- 

dren, or Szrvantgof the tamyly, their portions. Procedents - of, ex- 

traordinary ſuſteutation withſBread, Wine, apd-Oyl;.citber byns/- 

racle or Charity, axe no-warrant for-any mens prelumptions, raſh- 

nels, and diſorder, in ordinery caſes, any more, than thoſe foxe-na - 

mcd examples ſhould juſtify apy man from madneſs, who preſu- 

ming of extraordinary lupplies, wouldcut up-all /azes, or. plant.no 

Olives, or ute no tillage and -Hudboadey/ nc are the wayesof 

Gods ordinary providence,-both-to exerciſe and (yeward mens :ho- 

neſt and orderly .indultsy : [In J\ke -manner, -where- the : Churches 

or locieties-of Chriſtians greater or{maller-are »bleſſad with the ;en- 

joyment. of thole inſtitugions agd. gifts which: Chriſt hath :appointed 

and beſtowed for the joyntand publike of þis/Church, in plan- 

ting, preſerving, and; pr ting true :Religion with .good - order : 

( which ever was, and is to be carried -on by the «right Miniftration 

of the word and Sacraments, and -other holy, Offices -properly - be- 

longing to duly ordeined and authorifed ; Miniſters): there, .wo pre- 

rended Itherty, or affected and (elf-made neceſſity, noright of camman- Primeaſtataſ- 
age or levelling zeal, may violate #he: bounds, which: Chriſt "hath Roe 
ſer, and the Churches ever obſerved ; He that breaks the hidges of Jr ok LD lagv- ; 
Religious order in the Church, the Serpent -of an .evill conſcience air ; Secuvide, 
ſhall. bite him, | Jugs peri 


ceneld py 
dentia diſpenſat ; Torti alt Bczentis 1 ; entia cogit, & peccatum ofſe & ſmut 
men na Ko ks in yl 
All true Chriſtian Liberties, that: is, -uch-28 arc'* comely, or- Of Chriſti 
derly and uſcfull, are by all. godly and learned Miniſters, allowed, ,,, 7.;þerry 
and encouraged, in-all faithfull, people, of wharſoever calling, «wo to uſe their 
7 gifts 


lity,and condition ; Aſaſters in their families z,MagsHtrates on 
Benches ; Commanders amidſt their Souldiers ; Princes among their ® 7jbertas ue 
: Ee 2 ſub- matrous, decora 


Ol 
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yOu eft honeſta 
fi non ſit. Gl- 
beuf, 

x Kings 8. 
Angujtior Sals- 
mon in genud 
procumbens,qu2 
in ſolzo ſeden:. : 
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Chriſtian Liberty t# #ſe of eifts; 
ſubje&s, cannot appear, more to their honour and advantage 'With- 
in their places and callings, than, when, like Salomon, they ſhine 
with that wildom,piety,and devotion, which becomes all true Chri- 
ſtians, on all occaſions; and may make them merit the honour of 
Princes and Preachers too in Fernſalem ; which liberties and a- 
bilities, the humble piety of wife and' modeſt Chriſtians knows, how 
ſobery and diſcreetly to uſe as to any occafion *of privare chatity, 
or publike edification in their places ; yet not infolently and un- 
ſca{onably to abuſe it : fo, as to diſparage, negleR, and uſurp upon 
the publike ordeined Miniſtry. Every one may read and recite, and 
tcl! others of an A or Proclamation, and help them to underfland 
it; but only an Herald or Oſhcer may publikely proclame it, in the 


 mame of him that grants it. Children'or ſervants in any family may 


Acis 17.11. 


luntate non [a- 
cerdotal; anto- 
vitate obtule- 
runt ſacrifice, 
Abram, Iſaac, 
7 acob. 1fid. 
Hiſp.1.2.off. 
Eecl..c.3. 


impart of their Proviſion and Bread to one another in charity and 
love : but this they do, not as Stewards and Officers, whole place is 
to give to every one their portion in due. ſeaſon. We read the' Be- 
reans were iugnirrgyt , | More noble : Not for undertaking to Preach, 
but for induſtrious ſearching the certainty of the truth, duly Prea- 
ched tothem by the Apoſtles. Nothing is more generous and noble 
than orderly and Religious Induſtry, It were happy for all good 
AHMinitters, if there were every where more of thoſe noble, gene- 
wand indaftrions Chriſtians among their hearers, who like the 
Bereans, by often» meditating, ſearching, repeating, mutuall con- 
ferring, applying, and (if need be) by further explanine, as they 
are able and have experience, of the word, duly Preached to 
them, would as it were break the elods, and Harrow in the 
Seed, after the Miniſters Plowing ard Sowing : Yet till there is a 
large difference, berween a true Afiniſters Preaching in Gods 'name 
to the Judges at Aſſizes, and the Fudges reciting or applying fome 
points of the Sermon, with wiſdom and piety ; 1o far as ſuites with 
the charge he gives 'net as a Miniſter but as a Chriſtian Magiſtrate; 
whoſe Commiſhon is only civill, to do civil] Juſtice according to 
Law, and'power given by man, between man and man ; 'the other 
as a Miniſter is ſacred ; tn reveale the righteorſnefs of God in Chit, 
to men, for the eternall ſalvation of their fouls. 
But why any Chriſtian ſhould afﬀc& i peaceable times, and in 
+ rang toy], to have either any man that liſts to imploy him- 
ſelf, or no Husbandmen or labourers at all in Gods Field and Vine- 
yard, who by ſpeciall care, skill, and authority ſhould look to its 
right ordering and improvement moſt to the encreaſe of Gods glo- 
ry, and the Churches benefit, I can yet fee 'n» reaſon ; fave only 
thoſe depths and devices of Satay ; which are hid under the arbi- 
trary ſpecioulnels and wantoneſs of ſome” pooy gifts, the better to. 
| cover 
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. . The Peoples privitoge and duty: WT 7 
cover thoſe deſigns, which the pride; malice, -hypocriſy, -and profa- Sopbifle wer 
neſs of ſome mens hearts aym'ar; which are not, hard to. be dilcer- bgummags e/ 
ned in many men, by that extreme /oathneſs, and tenderneſs, which ſe volentes quam 
thoſe rumors, and inflamed ſwe /hkngs of their gifts, and {elf concei- diſcipeli we- 
red ſufficiencies have, to be tried or touched, by the laying on of pawns ' — 
hands ; that is in a due, exact, and orderly way of examination, ,u; ſucces 
approbation and Ordination ; The fear is, .Jeſt if ſuch pittifull Apoſtolicam de- 
Prophers Spirits ſhould be [»bjett to the "OA they ſhould be /eran.l. 3.c.40, 
found to have more need to be taught the mylteries, _ rinciples 7 Cer-L428 
of Religion, than any my fit to teach others; by a moſt prepoſte- bn ee! he 
rous preſumption ; Whole tooliſh haſt makes but the more waſt, both plaungue de- 
of Peace and order, truth and charityin the Chugch,. ©. FH as ky ; 

The greateſt abiliities of private Chriſtians, | being orderly and F444 Vi 
humbly exerciſed, are no way inconſiſtent, with the . funttion of the þ wrmang, | 
Miniſtry; they may be cafily and wiſely recongiled, however. ſome £altwam Do- 
men (whole intereſt]yes in our difcords and diyifions). would fain mini inficiunt 
ſet them at variance; That Miniſters ſhould be jealous of their 24815 quam 
ableſt hearers ; and theſe emulous of their faithfulleſt Miniſters. ?* aun Auft, 
No hearers ate more welcometo able Miniſters, than ſuch as are, 
in ſome kind, fit to reach, . reproove, admoniſh, and comfort others : 
Nor arc any men more humbly willing tobe taught and guided in 
the things of God, by ther true Miniſters, than thole who know 
how to ule the gitts -of- knowledge, they attain, without delpiſing 
the chiefeft means by which they -and others do attain it ; which 
is, by the publthe Miniſtry of the Church: This enables them to 
benefit others, in charity ; bur not to boſt of their gifts; in a faRious 
vanity ; or to give any grief, or diſorder to the Miniſters of che 
Church ; who befides theit labours in the. Pwlpir, have ſo furniſhed 
the Church with their writings from zhe "a . \that, {uch-Chriſfti- 
ans as can c2ntent themſelves withlafe and eaſy hamility, rather 
than laborious and dangerous pride, may, upon all occaſions, (I 
think) full as well, and for the moſt part, far better, make we, mm 
their families, of thoſe excellent ;Emgli Treaties, . Sermons, and The #ſe of 
Commentaries, Which are judiciouſly fer forth in all kinds of Divi- excellent 
nity, than any way pride and plcaſe themielves in_ that {mall ſtock Books of Di- 
of their own gifts, either ex rempore or premeditated ; which lerious vinity Prix- 
reading of thoſe learned and holy Miniſters works. would do every ted in = 
wayas well, and far better than this, which weak men call prophe- bh, far PR 
ing, that is, reciting (it may be by rote) ſome raw and geJune no- you moſt 
tions, and diſorderly medrt ations: of their, own ; which muſt needs mers pro» + 
come far ſhort of reading. diſtintHy, and conſidering ſeriouſly thoſe phecying. . . 
excellent diſcourſes, which learned and wiſe men have plentifully 
furniſhed them with , both with leſs pains, and more profit to 

Be 9: themſelves, 


themſclyes, and others ; I am ſure with lefs hazard, of error, 

and yanity, than what is incident to thote (cif Oftomtationg of gifts, 
which have more of the tongue, than heart or head ; and ofc-tings 

reſemble ore the Player, than the Preacher. | N 
So that the late publiſhed Patron of. the Peoples privilege and 
thty as to the matter of prophecying, needed not to-have added to: his 
12, Book the -otliows title of the Pulpits: and* Preathers enoroachmenc : 
Avtimati- For, if that Author willundertake to regulate the tryall and exercile 
ver (105 08 of thoſe gifts of Lay pager, which he tftnds or fancies an-them, within 
ſome paſſa- ſuch bownds of reall and approved abilities, of humble, wlcfull, and 
es im that Teifonable exercifing of them., without any Enter fering with, or 
Book reed diminution of thefunction, and authozity of thetrue, and: orde;ned 
The Peoples Wſiniſtry, which is the aym he feems to Fc I wil undertake 
Privilege that no able and Miniſter ſhallforbid the Banes, which he hath 
ant Duty 4 (5 publikely asked ; Finding imdeed no cauſe, why theſe two nay 
ro prophecy- got be hawfully joyned together, in a 'Chriſtian and comfortable 
mg, &c, union, the publike gifes of Miniſters, in a publike way of divine 
Authority ; and prevate gifts of the 'faithtull, in a way of private 
Chriſtian Charity : Nor ever did the Godly Fathers and Miniſters 
of the'Cliurch encroach-upon, put away, or give any brll of Divorce 
to the humble and wietully gifred Chriftians Liberty ; Qnly, fin- 
ding by experience, that (like Dimeh):itis:prone to -+gad abroad, nun 
out throug i ry © 2 or 'weaknels.,to-mzch diſorder, wa- 
nity, and contuſion (befides fooliſh :and:corrupt opinions ,) and of 
late, to a petulancy, conrempt, and emulating of the publike -Ordi- 
yance of the Miniſtry, 'the wildom-of the; (hnrch, :in-all -ages (for 
ought 1 can ſee) did think fit to keep it, within :thole :tafe and pri- 
vater bounds of fanulies, or at! moſt 'wirhin : fuch friendly.meetings, 
as are ſhott of publike ſolemn Church 'affemblys : :Nor : was the mo- 
deſty of any hunible Chriſtian ever orieved, that his abilities ſhould 
be fl wiſcly reftratred ; While yet, it had all private freedoms and 
due encouragements ; And'/inpublikefar ibetter »and more /orderly 
_ "ſupplies from: Gods rich | treafary, than from its own -purſe- and 


- penury. > | 
As for the publike uſe of that Liberty avd giftsof propheeying, 
Which that Gemtrman fo much crys up-and tes; » I do not 


Jarorrvenis Ink him'fo much a prny in dilererion, *but that: he muſt-nieeds-ſec, 
ehdees ntou- © will be incumbred witty many and hardly-evitable -51conveniences, 
ding that ſo that it will be eaſy fora wile man to fre the: Qumzre tepedit.o For 

hecying firſt, moſt 'good Chriſtians-are *commonly well ſatisfied with thole 
#5." people foterhn publike'exerciſes, andCuties, 'wpox - the Lerds-Day, as ;pray- 


os the Lords 118 Oft ; reading oft ; expounding the 'Scriptures ;\Catechifing many 
Day. 


times ; and rwiſe Pregehwg abwaies ;''befides'the ce'ebrating' of one, 
or 


In point of propheeyiny examined. 

xþ Sacraments ; All which are the b/eſtags, which the bounry 
u_ vath plentitully provided for Chriftian people, and powrethy - 
on them every Lords Day by the Zabowrs of their faithfulf and 
able Miniſters ; whom Chrict and the order of the Church, have 
undoubrediy ſer over them in the way of Divine Authority ; And to 
whom all terious Chriſtians arrend, as of duty and conſcience ; af- 
fording means ſufficient, by Gods blefling on ther devour. atfex- 
tihn.5, judicious under ſtandings, retentive mmemorys, fervent affeti- 
ens, and ſuitable converſations, to ſave they ſowls ; For whom it 
wee infinirely better, to- have every where fuch Minifter duly 
[etled, and comperently maintained, by thofe Revenews, which are 
1 1 Law borh divine and humane, due, as given for this ſervice of 
God and che Church ; than for Chriſtians cto'be fobbed off, with 
new projets of Prophets, gifted Brethren, and modern 1rinerant in- 
conſtant and Itendicant Preachers ; which will amount to nothing 
bur miſchief ; however they may make a ſhew-for-a while, as it 
there needed no conſtant refident Miniſters, or other fetled and or- 
dcined Miniſtry ; That fox way may be made” to ignorance; ſuper- 
ſhtion, Atheiſm and profanets, Firlt ; And in time, tha facred 
Revenzw whichis given to God, for rhe maintenance of his pubs 
like ſervice and Miniſtry, may be turned' to ſome ſecular ufes, and 
come into private purſes. Tr is moft evident, that what prophecyin 
exerciſc is by any gifted Brethren added (m publike) on the Lords 
Day to this ſ»ftcrency of che Miniftry, will (for rhe moſt part) 
come yery ſhort of that' weight, worth; and Authority, which u- 
ſually is in the Minifterslearned- pains ; So: that, ir: will ſeem, bur 
# 4 (bur upon the Gentleman ; as tedious and nauftating; as ſmall 
Beer and Water, after mer have drank well of the beſt Wine ;. Or as 
theſcraps of coarſe and plain Country: fare; after men have been fit- 
led witha feaſt of marrow amd fat things, 

Befides, thisexerciſe of prophecying, which that Gentleman” (o 
pleads for, will hardly find any' convenert rime, or remper in Chri- 
{trans minds, on the Lords Day, cither among or after the” publike* 
dvtics of the: Miniſtry ;- Ir muft needs-ſeem, as #»ſcaſonable, flar; 
and regions, as all ſuperfluities and exceſſes in matter of Religion 


Ctvenda veil 


eafily do, when they bordernever ſo littſe upon the. Nintriery or 100 gy avime i (a- 
meh: Tt is great wildom'to keep-people ſhort from a ſurfet of ho- pur gn 4 
ly things ; and to leave them with foe and give vacancy forties; Ne mi- 


ton, rather than to cram and c 
ſuperfliity, orccariofity ; when indeed men do  fearce with chear-"] 
fulneſs and intention bear the holy daries of' clear divine uſe, and 
molt abfolute »-cefſiry ; In all which, common people, by this ſuper” rendo 
addition of a prophecying exerciſe on the Lords Diy, a ood ' 


them with macters either of $mum deve: 


630i, Cas dige- 


Ge; of Peoples propheſying pubikely.. 
*=w 2 a: hindred from that profitable Meditation, and carefu}l remembrance, , 
*vger, Cl. 41. of what they have already plentifully heard from the Miniſter, whoſe 
57#.6, Solous |. ought to eſerve krowledge, and on-which the people oupht 
di(l.xigyt p "g ut . : P ought 
Soey.Naz to wait, as thole that mult give acconnt of their ſouls. 


Inflintur pott- . ; ; ; : | 
_ coal a & vanitatew, quam ſuperfluis fercul s nutriuntur ad ſanitatem & wires. Ber,” Amarat nj- 


miet as quod poterat condire menſura,Chryſoſt.p.125. Pro.27,7. The full ſoul loathes the Hooy 
comb, Mal.2-7. Heb.13-7. 


It will then be neither convenient nor uſefull ( as it is not ne- 
ceſlary,) to bring up Propheſying thus in the rear ef preaching, as to 
the common peoples capacities or occaſions ; yea, rather it will be 
zo the injury and hindrance both of Miniſter, and. godly people, on 
the Lords day, unleſs yon be ſure to. provide the people teidom any 
Miniſter; and none conſtantly rcfident ; _ or elle fich weak, 
ard ſhort-winaed Preachers, that they may bez ſure -to give time and 
ryvom enough to theſe eager Prophets, and to be only as foyls to ſer 
oft their freſh and more gliſtring gitts ; or, as an antepaſt of coarter 
' meats, to whet on the appetzre tor that more delicate fare, which 
theſe prophets will pretend to bring forth ; we lee a'ready many of 
them Rickle for the Pulpits, and are ſmart rivals againſt the Ableſt 
Miniſters, whom either ſmall maintenance, or {ome {a&ious and in- 
gratetull people have almoſt quite mids tpon whom the Cry- 
er5 up, and admircrs of thele new prophetick_gitts look, but as the 

forlorn hope, which is to make way all this while for the main body 
of thoſe gifted prophets ; Many of whom have fo great an activity 
ET] and confidence joyned with their weakpeſ, that they had necd be very 
y_s : of Te well-diſciplined, and kept carefully in their due ranks and poſts, or 
meritas. elſc they will ſoon rout all order, and honour of Religion in this 
or any Church ; Notwithſtanding all the good hopes, all the ſoft. be+ 
ſpeaking s of eſteem, and gentle infinuations for their acceptan for 
made by that Charitable writer, who hath ſo largely pleaded ce, 
them, at the common peoples bar ; And who merited indeed,to have 
beltowed his pains fo publikely, upon a ſubje& that had a. berter 
title in the Scripture, and the Church, than this of peoples prophe- 

cying ſcems to have. | 
Beſides this,(which I have alleged for inconvenient,ſuperfluous, 
and fo far hartrfull, as it is inconſiſtent with the miniſters and peoples 
i fend- duty on the Lords day ; ) That Gentleman cannot but conſider, how 
va quot incenio, Many chi/diſh triflings in diſcourſes, how many trivial skirwiſhes 
tot pernicies indilputes, how many captious 6b/ckerings in words, how many_un- 
quior & ſorcies, comly thwartirgs are prone to ariſe ( as in Country cudgell-playing ) 
to dſo among the ulgar, be they never fo godly ; if you put them; one /pin 
tat. begins bis above their pitch, they either crack or ſound like firings over-ſtrai- 
Scorpiacum ned, harſhly and out of tune ; although they may have good gifts 
yet 


%. 


- 


of Peoplas propheying' privatily, 2317 
ot as Arelim a Painter in Julins: Cefars time, who had good againſt the 
oo in this corrupted his art, that when he was to paint any — _ 
Goddeſs, he alwayes made them. like: ſome of his Miſtrifles; (o Gueſtizhs, who 
thele are prone to adorn by their gifts, ſome error or odd opi- pretended eo 
nion, and fer it forth as a divine truth , and rare do@trine, more, 
Nor can you avoid ( belides erroneous and- fond opinions ) I 
exvyings , evill ſurmiſings, jealouſies, unſatisfiedueſs, and ſa- oo Apoſtles. 
tiow bandings among the people, whole minds will ſoon be Arelius flagitio 
divided; ſome liking, others diſliking ; ſome admiring , others commit artem, 
deſpiſing ; ſome attending, others ablenting from this #xwonted \un- 2 dileftai 
couth exerciſe of Hs tr as » Which thus contuſed and abaſed png 
will ſoon appear to judicious and fober-Chriſtians, a tedious and I, 35,10. 
uleleſs buſine!s ( like Fidlers alwayes tuning, and neyer laying 
any good leflon) and no way fit- tor a Sabbath-dayes ndificat 
on; when once the Country gaping, or the gloſs and novelty of it 
is taded. 
So then, it the G#ardian of the peoples Liberty, and privile 

in Prophelying, can hind any other time on the ms hv eas of Ones 
:0 {er up this exerciſe of Lay-mens propheſying, ( that ſo people may P'? þ.7 "s 
notata!ll times come ſhort of that, which he calls their duty ; ) He on the week 
mult be ſure to provide Prophets of ſome competent gifts, beſides days. 
their diſcretion, elle he will haye much adoe to perſwade people, that 
it ts their duty to neg]eR their weekly occaſions, and to Jole- both 
their time and labour in attending ruſticall empertinencies, and igno- 
rant triflings in religion, which ( of all rhings ) ſhould by wiſe men 
be avoyded among the vulgar, whole afteftions like the poor wo- 
mans wort is oft very hotin the point of Zeal,when it is very ſmall 
in pointof judgement, And is prone to run out from familiarity to 
contempt, from contempt, to down-right prophaneſs and Atheiſm 
in matters of Religion, when made cheap and vulgar : If he can in- 
deed, furniſh out men, or women, (for they prophecied too x Cor. 4 ,y aus 
11.15.) of ſuch prophetick, gifts, as are Gs &, to be eſteemed and gnownger, wde 
encouraged by ſober and judicious Chriſtians, I ſhall promiſe him that ac 7+1W/ fuver 
I more willingly, and more conſtantly will be their auditor,(at con- — . 
venicnt times and places,)when TI hear they do, what becomes wile, — La 
bumble, ſerious and modeſt Chriſtians, than moſt of theſe pretenders Pythagoreo; 
t0 be luch gifted men, and to have ſuch prophetick ipirits, are hearers Contewpe of 
of the true Miniſters of this Church, be they never io able, eicher on o_ 100 rl- 
the Lords day, or on any. week-day Le&#ure ; For, the fift way, king babe 
that many make to bring in_ their Lay-prophets, and gifts, 15 with. chingseoo rri- 
ther feet, trampling, as.it were, upon the belt Miniſters, and their-viall and 
faithfullet pains , while they ſcorn. to. (tep' out. of dores to hear (mm. 
them, either Praying or Preaching, which pride. and a 6 | 
are not the leaſt of thoſe vertues, mew recommend thoſe _—_ 

| | A 


of Peoples prophecying privately. 
To be plain, the truth is, ſo much bran, filth, and drofs of pride 
popularity, |chilm, malipertneis, and contempt of all men, that diff:; 
in any way form oy opinion from them, and (of all Miniſters above 
all ) do hitherto generally appear in the face and manners of man 
of thoſe { who more aff the name of gifted men and Prophets than 
Mat,23.7- everthe Phariſees did the title & name of Rabbi,)that moll ſobe, and 
wile Chriſtians ſuſpect, they will hardly ever make luch Loaves, as 
may be fit for Shew-bread, to be ſet up in a»y prblike place of Gods 
houte and SanRuary ; If that Gentlemans piety, which ſeems tem- 
pered with much ingenuity, can fift or boxlt out any good meal, or 
finer flowr, that ſo they may be decent for Gods ſervice, and the 
Churches uſe jn any publique way, I know no man will hinder him 
from baking, making, and diſtributing his bread : But let them rake 
heed, leſt the Corn bang grourd in ſuch a new beaten mill, it prove 


; Not full of grit and gravell ; which hath more offcnce, than cither 
profit or plealure in cating of it. 
12. For the private Exerciſe of his Prophets gifts ( which will now 
Of the pri- ſerve the turn) no man ever ſpake againſt it, further than ic fre- 
vate exer- quently carried it ſelf unleemly, by negleR, ſeparation, — a- 
ciſe of Chri- gainſt, contempt and oppoſition of far abler gifts in the publique 
ftians gifts Miniſtry ,oft #rdermining and ſhaking thoſe truths,that ord-r,and ho- 
bat are I = of lite, whercin the peace of the Church, and the honour of 
truly rod, rue Religion conſiſted ; And eyen in this I conceive I have ſhewed 
E to humble Chriſtians a more excellent way ; Namely, i: «ſing the 
learned helps of other mens labours ; which are in every kind well 
compoſed; rather than to pleaſe themſelves meerly in rhe barrennef 
and __ of their own 1nventions, which yet they may add too, it 
need be, that ſo they may not ſeem to tay nothing of themſelves, or 
be forced to break for want of yent : Tf-theſe fo cryed up gifted men, 
be found meet to be made prblique teachers in the Church, under 
the ame of Prophets , why may they not be ordained Miniſters, in 
a juſt and due way ? There is like to be want enough of men ot 
any competent parts, in the great decay and diſcouragement of ſuch 
as are very learnedand moſt able - Tf they are nor fit for all offices of 
the Miniſtry, I wcnaer how they can haye confidence enough to 
be publike Teachers in any kind; which work requires greater abili- 
ties and equal] authontie to any. other holy Office; if they haye any 
| thing in them of modelt and humble Chriſtians, ſure they would 
James rand be more ſwift to hear, and flow to terch, as St. James (advileth. * | 
ens qua - As for thoſe Hiſtrienich Players, and vaporing Preachers ( who 
loqu endo coleri- with a Theatricall impudence in many places, ſeek to Booke world, 
144. Non 1am with meer noiſe and clam# ; crying down all the antient Miniſtry as 
facile ares 86 Antichniſtian,and the Miniſters as no way called,ſezt ,or authoriſed by 


ny _— God or the Church,turning; all either into ſpiritnall,or new prophetick 


gifs, 


Primitoe' Propberyions; a19 
{1;, towhichthey highly pretend ) certainly, their vanity can move diendo ſolus ip- 
a Chriſtians a —_ than thoſe cheats and wanderers do, who /e laberls; male 
ſwear, they have found out, and can ſell you the 17#e Elixay, the jr i 
Philoſophers ſtone, which will turn bater metals into-gold, while yet ryinam pertra- 
men) their rages, {ords and beggery, ſuſhciently contfures bis, Pelarg, 
(poor men) 44 BY IRIRCTETy 
their rare 5kj1l, proclaiming to all; but fools, their lying and prod —_ LW 
b-ggery, which more needs anothers charity, than'is any way able (ali. maxim 
to relieve any mans recoſſirres, | ſs- 
| ma ſoles poth- 
Lori, Immodica enim o{tent ations {111 men aliqued, remedium, & quaſs pariocinium,alioruw acdulitetes 
prop. ie Mendicitats Quarunt. Eraſmus, Mendacia mendicabula. | 
If this Gentleman be i» good earneft, for a duty and office of Of the pri- 
prophecying , ( beſides, and nor againſt, the order of the Miniſtry ) mitive pro- 
let him ſf#dy how to reſtore to us the reall and vlefull gifts of primr- phetick. 
trve Prophets, which may ſerve worthily to demonſtrate beyond what gifts 7 the 
15 already done by exce)lent Writers, the rrwe (en[e of the Scriptures, CAHTCD, 
as to the great myſteries of Jeſws Chriſt the CMefſias;God forbid ſuch 
ſhou'd not have a primitrve xſe, and eſteem in the Church : But let 
15.n0t be abulcd with ſuch triflers, as ſhall either darke» what others 
have well explaned, or ſhall only produce old protrite and ſton no- 
tons of other mens works, as 1f thete were the rare and new fruits 
of their own private prophetich gifts; Poſhbly ( with this Gentle- 
mans good leave) the Church of Chriſt, neither hath now, nor needs, 
any ſuch prophet ich, gifts, as were primitive, and may truly be fo . 
called ; No more than itdoth tongues, miracles, and healings, which Obryleft. orar. 
it had, and wanted too in thoſe firſt times and diſpentations, when 88: Gives 
the Golpell of Chriſt was ſtrange and new to the world, and to the reaſons why 
Churches which were but newly planted or in planting ; which Mon 
now it is not, ſpecially in England, after the Church hath enjoyed tc Church. 
thoſe plentifull diffuſrons of Evangelicall light from Chriſt and the So Ifd. Pel. 
Stars 1n his right hand, for many hwndred of years ; ſo that kyow- 1-4.Ep-8, 
ledge hath abounded, as the waters of the Sea. It is very probable Neves 
the Churches in ages ſucceeding the Apoliles, gave over the form of 
the exerciſe of propheſying, a Gee once they ſaw the ( x«dgoa ) or 
ipeciall gitt ceaſed; I rememberno mention of this Prophecying a- 
mong the publique officers duties or privileges of the Church; No 
Councill, no Father, that I find, regulates it, or reckons wpon it ; nor 
doth this Gentleman produce any one teſtimony for it, out of the 
_ after-praQtice in Ecclefiaſtick Hiſtories and antient Re- 
cords, which may beſt diſtinguiſh for us, what things were of tempo= 44g amuinm 
rary, what of porpecibal «fe in the Church.. Ir is fem x” cnjeſs pr de 
things that were primitive and occaſionall, are not therefore to be ab- 
made perperwall, or after long ceſſation, to be reftored ; many things 4" 
uiedin the infancy and minority of ſome, or all Churches, have foon | 


Ff 2 | after 


eb Primitive Prophetying.”. 
iſ after been diſpoſed, as the colleQtions on the firſt day, x for. ; 
nw > of che So the 'azamzy, the Agape, or love ſenſes, 1C "0. x0 => 
on the by diyers Councills forbidden , when they degenerated from the 
ords day, Primitive ſimplicity and purity ; Jde 12. Sports in your feaſts, 
Cyp. calls G4- feeding themſelves without fear. $0 the Holy Kiſſer, or ' falut; ; 
zopbylacium, D þ F ; 
and Corbonas. Rom.16.16. 1 Theſ.5.26. The common ſtock of goods, Atty 4.32, 
de Eleemoſ. publikely dedicated to the relief of the Church ; in' which the 
And Sr. Chry- pooreſt believer had as much intereſt inwhat was given, though they 
| peu vs contributed nothing, as he that gave molt of his eſtate. So the an. 
them in Con. NoInting of the fick, James 5.14. So the Celebration of "the Lords 
ſtaninople. See Supper every Lords day. The peoples Amer, 1 Cor.14.16, which 
Bers. An. At Jerom ſayes, was in his time, asa Clapof Thunder, tuch conſent, 
- gms wy lowdneſs and alacrity was in that yoice of Chriſtian Afemblies, 
-uip Chriſti» The oblervation of the Jewiſh Sabbath, with the firſt day of the 
ans abſtained week ; The abſtinence from blood and things ſtrangled, and 
from blood. the like, 
Nec animaliam Nothing is more ridiculous in nap yas 2 ſome fond or frau+ 
Sx nary ir dulent Papiſts do their exorcifings and ſhewsof daily Miracies ) to 
mus. Apol.c. 9. Continue the ordinary uſe of all thole things in the Church, which 
yer in Sr. 4% we read were praCtiled in Primitive times, upon ſome extraordinary 
wy _— account, either of neccſity or charity, or ſpeciall gifts, then only con- 
Nan from ferred ; Which, when they were at the higheſt ride among profeſſors, 
blood, or yet were never Wont to ouerflow the conſtant banks of the divinely 
things ſtrang- eſtabliſhed calling of the Miniſtry, but ſtill were kept within thoſe 
led. Auſt. conte zyodeſt, holy, aud humble bounds, which became the Chriſtian flcks, 
CPL 35-08 toward thoſe Guides, and Paſtors, which were to be conſtantly over 
**  themir the Lord,with whom Chriſt promiſcd to be,as by his Autho- 
rity and bleffing, lo by his Spirit and afliſting gifts, co the end of the 
3 D bi P bw, & 
world. 

As for this Gentleman, whoſe devotion and charity hath raiſed 
him toſo good hope and expeRation, of finding or making fie Pro- - 
phets among the common people ; truly, if he can bring *forth any 
Gentlemen, either Lawyers or others, of ſo pregnant parts, ſo ready 
in Scriptures, and of 1o good utterance, as in him appears;- together 
with ſo much gravity, candor, and equanimity, as ( tor the molt part) 
he expreſles to the Miniſtry, as a jeculiar Callirg, and divinely inſti- 
tuted office, ſuch Prophets will be ſo far welcome, as they ſhall be 
xſefult tothe Church, Both Miniſters and others wou'd be g'ad to 
ſee the Inns of (ourt or Chancery come im (like Zilpah and Bilhad) 
to ſupply the feared barrenreſs and decayes of Rachel and: Leab, 
the two Univerſities, which were wont to be the fruitfull Mothers, 
and careful] Nwrſcs of the true Prophets and Miniſters; Nx would 

'$:: be a leſs acceptable wonder to all true Chriſtians and Miniſters, to 
5 Tim.4.20- ſce ſuch Zenaſſes, devout Lawyers, run croſsto Demas his ſteps, and 


forſa- 


Gen. 3o. 


ſaking this preſent world, to follow after Sr, Pawl, than once it was Toms hh 
fo ſee Saul alſo ny the Prophet s.Men that can write &(1I preſume.) 7, _— 
ſpeak too, after lo ſerious and Spiritual a way, as that Author en- utind noftey of: 
deyours, may merit as much freedom, and- publique encouragement, ſes, ad. 
as others vainly afteR, and infolently uſurp, under the pretence of Farnabaſum1 . 
their propheſying gifts ; when indeed they are for the moſt. part- bur 7am, ac 
meer pratings,very weeds and traſh,the ſol and load, which may. rend mobile, 
this Gentlemans net ; but they are not thoſe good fiſh, which he: 
ſecks to catch, not ſomuch (it ſeems ) for the Chmrehes neceſſities, 
( which the conſtant Miniſtry my well, as it. ought to ſupply (8 . 
he confeſſes , ) but for its Lemien dainties and varieties, which b ele 
ſed be God are not hitherto much wanted in any. Church, and Teaft 
of all in this, which hath hitherto enjoyed thoſe Manna and Quails, 
which the Lord hath from heaven plentifully poured round about its 
rents, by the care and pains of the able, orderly and duly Ordained 
Mmſters ; Tf ſome places. in this- Church have wanted. of that. | 
large proviſion, yet others have gathered ſo abundantly, and fed fo Nuub.+ 1.96: 
exceſſively, that, while they murmar, they ſurfer ; while they COM $atietas omnis 
rlain, their food comes out of their noſtrils , as ſometunes theirs did f#bi ipft contu- 
among the ingral efull and wanton Jews. F mneio/a, Auſt, 

Theſe conceſſions then, of all, able and true Miniſters; being: 14; 
ſ> liberall and friendly toall private uſes, and to all gifts which are Anſw ap-th 
really fit to be publike, I cannot tell what that great and dangerous," Sper 
pertinacy is, with which that Gentleman (' rowards the end of hi; fions of per= 
book) p,78. charges ſo gravely, and threatens fo ſeverely the: Prea-7,,. cy amd 
chers in England ; as it all the fire of Gods and mans wrath, which ſuper ftition- 
hath faln on them, in theſe times, hath not made them fo much, 4s caſt upon the 
willing to part with, and be purged from therr Babyloniſh ſuperſti- Miniſters 
tions, their popiſh opinions and prattiſes ; which ( ſayes he ) they hold,” hat beck, 
a faſt, as therr right hard:, and right eyes. 

A very ſad reflexion, if true, upon eAll us that are, and muſt Ti, bao) 1- 
ever own our ſelves Chrifts Miniſters ;And wherein this Gentleman ae Brabion if 
had done more worthy ''of himſelf , . if he had given clear and - —_ 
particular inftances, than ſuch generall and obſcure PENANG 3:1 20; 
which without ſufficient proof, will ſeem no better, than thoſe odi- x... dra 
ous alperfions, and v#1gar calumnies, with the eAnti-miniſteriall taco#y drvgy- 
Levellers, to hide their own deformities, are wont to calt upon Mi- on! Bar, v ag” 
nifters, and all men, that differ from them, and oppoſe their folly, our us v df farm 
of principles of hig her reaſon, and ſounder religion, than that tort of wv, Bal, in 
people to be acquainted withall ; From the fauls and. faylings, IT ep.54- es 
may be, of ſome Miniſters, bur chiefl from the hatred and _ - __ —_ 
of thoſe men, againſt all true Muniſfer, it's probable. sh ant > 94 oleh in- 
may withour ry preat ſperit of Weng forelec, and thus ſolemn-7, rium dels 


phe us foes: Few ee: 
| bs ( as he doth from the Tripos  frecl, "* great: ſoferingy wnen NG 


_—_ . | Miniſters of England wot ſaperfitions. 
Cum quis eleri- Miniſters bf learning, conſtancy, and honeſty, are like to undergo, 
cus Cecidirit 7F God did not as well know how to reſtrain the pride and power of 
ftatim _ theſe men;as he doth behold the rage and bitzernef of them,againſt all 
flari rrue Miniſters ; Not, becauſe they will nat come out. of Babylon, 24 
poſſunt , jalHi- he phraſeth it ; but, becauſe they will nor fo eaſfly retura ( as many 
rant profemi, \\wary fouls do ) to folly, and the principles of all confuſion, to. the 
mt, 9ppreſſionof all that truth and order, which the weſdoms of our pious 
| — Progenitors hath obſeryed for 1600. years, and tranimitted to yg, 
ſtatim Kxores from the hands of the bleſſed Apoſtles, according to the rules of Scrip- 


ſuas projicianty ryre, and all religious reaion. | 
nee matres [was Es : be L So 
tales eſſe dicunt. AuſRt.E p.1. 37. Idee i malis bon petuntur calummms 3 0s KW Kates) Av ty dihets 


Bs viui  da35r wireias iyerres, 2 Oe I braivec a rnddny Thi ids xgnies mer inn bir, Tf, Pet, 
' 5 Ml ; ' 


: But what I beleech you is this finfull obf#ra:y of the Mmilters 
by - -; feb: of England, for which this Gentleman hath ſuch a Sybaline. rapture, 
h—_ Es wo and more than a: prophetick, hoyror ? Isit becauſe their. judgement is 
fs illes qui conſtant to the approbation of that due obedience and legall confor- 
ſuperſtitioſa ti- mity, to which they formerly with good conicience ſubjected, 23S in 
== cs” matters of extern right and decency in this Church, whercin they 
_ met of | had a liberty common with all Chriſtians, (to far as they appoſed not 
repugnant, que Cither found dottrine in faith or holinels, and morality wa, manngrs ) 
nec fidez wee to conform themſelves then in the ufe of them, as now they haye 
_ morib ug liberty not to ufc them, while by force and terrour they are. hinde- 
_—_ _— "pro. 7<d ; They being nor of that nature of things ſ.cred, tor which a 
Vincia foo {en- Chriſtian is bound to kindle the fires of Martyrdom, nor of private. 
ſu abwndet; contention againſt publique Probrbition, 

/0 more | 
conf derndite antiqus : Conſuttudines Eccleſftaſtice, que fidei non officiant obſervande, ut } majoribu 
tradite ſunt, Jeron.ad Licinium,, Cavendum eſt, ne tempelate contentionis ſerenitas charitatis ob- 
 wwbiluur,Auſt Ep.86. 


Is he angry, that Preachers do not all ſuddenly ſhipwreck their 

judgements, ſearing, and conſciences upon every rock of vulgar f#- 

ry, or fancy ? that they are not preſently melted with every popular 

gloing heat of ſeeming piety ? and that they run not into every 

14 vi-1 gravi mould, whichany faction bath formed for the advantages perhapsof 
prodentig, dig- ſecular intereſts ? 1s he ditplealed that they are not taken with, admire 
mſſumim, 08 ox adore every 1doll of fanatick novelty ? that they. {criouſly try the 


ngug-rh ba. modern (pirits, whether they be of Ged or no, and receive not every 


gi Aporaibrs 1Pirit 2? Is he gricved, that men of learned and ſober piety, wil not 
nut uM, ut ang, /ubj:& the gravity of the Fathers ; the wiſdom of the Councils; the 
leviter comme. acutenels of the Schoolmen ; the fidelity of the Ecclefaſtick Hiſto- 
vei.Zanch* rjans, together with the excellent learning and acurate judgements of 


© 908-1 19%Þ.4: the beſt modern Writers and Divines in all retormed Churches ; yea, 


and 


Ainifters of England nor #opiſh, -: 


and the authority of the - Scriprures themſelves, in their mot clear Provins. 23. 
light and concurrent ſtrength ; that they will not profſtrar' all oy any Burning bp:, 
Sabells ro a comnpany- of wretched Pamphlets, fitter for (orks and = a — 
{handlers ſhops,than for the reading of judicious andſerious Chrifti- a gps bu = 
ans;who have cauſe to look upon thoſe purrefattions of Pens and wits, vered wich fil- 
only as Moths and Vermive every where creeping up and down,aniy Ye drols. 
hoping ( like Ants ) only by their numbers to drvous all ancient F-rorrng hoc 
Authors, andall goodJiterature, that ſo they alone may ſurvive, and aig _ 
jatisfie the grofler palats of thoſe who never reliſhed any book ſo vu ineptiis, 
much as a Ballad or a Play, or a Romance, or ſome Seraphick rap- © novitatibus 
tures and pious nonſenle ? Is he ſcandalized, that we count not the 0%» gout 
diſeaſes of Chriſtians, healthz their patrefattions, perfettions ;- their 5 fn: er 
d:ftrattions, raptures; their r4vings, reaſon ;'their eams,oracles ; num inimici, 
baſeneſs, liberty ; their Chaos , comlineſs ? Is he jealous of us, Ieron.- 
becauſe we rather ſtudy and profeſs ſolid truths, ſober piety, good 5% 44 pin- 
manners, and orderly government, which only become all true Chri- on ER 
ſtians, and Miniſters above all ? Is it our fault; that we endeyour to Sdent virtures 
Pray, Preach, Write, what we and others may underftand; that we lenones wwigi. 
covet not to be admired, by not being underſtood ; that we aim to Eran: 

do a)l things as becomes Men, Chriſtians, and Miniſters of the true 7, Cyp.d 
Church of Chriſt, not after the manner of plauſible, and eafie fond- Err © 
nels ; which is afraid to offend, where there is power to hurt; that 4dvlantis nou 
counts greatneſs as a badge of govdnels, and ſucceſs a Hgn of SanKi- 45mm wor 


ty ; but rather with all juſt zca}, courage, and conſtancy, 'beſeeming 7 2 


the demonſtrations of the truth and Spirit of God, which never nee- fir, probj [ati - 


ded more to be aflerted as to its divine power, and eternal! ' honour, f proſperi, ſan- 

_ than inthis pufillanimous and frothy generation of vapoxrers, who #1& ſapiemes 

are the greateſt enemies to, and betrayers of our Religion, as Chri- ſus fi _— 

ſtian, and as Reformed ; whether they be-Gogs or Magogs, open gr gc ceſ- 

ſecret ; the one, or the many Antichriſts ; Papall or popular delbfi- [4, fire tan- 

ons? We hope this Gentleman is fo good' natured, - that with all "mw & fotmi- 

other excellent Chriſtians he will forgive us thoſe wrongs, by which 3## va. 

we have been, and ever ſhall be viouſly injurious, and fait fell of- Born. 

fenſive, as arming not to pleaſe men, but God, F | x Cor, 12.13 
Wherein then are we the Preachers of the good old way ( One © 

and all ) meriters of ſuch fatal terrors, as thoſe words i ,which 

like Apccalyptick Revelations are dark,but dreadful; portending Ged 

knows what ſufferings upon them all ? Tf there 'be rip men more 

/ingle-hearted; none more open, candid, and ingenuous,than all good 

Miniſters pray to be, who are no Statifts or Politicians, but able and 

honeſt Preachers of the name of the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt, 

whom he hath ſent, to ſhew. Sinners the way of eternalllife ; If there 

benothing more neceſfary, ntore uſefull, leſs offenſive, or burdenſome, 

to any wile, fober,and godly minds, tharr their lives and labours _ 


- 
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224 Miniſters of England net Popiſh. 
Tf no men are more modeſt and moderate, in all their deſires anddes 
figns, than learned, humble and diligent, (which are the anpragwa- .' 
tick, ) Miniſters ; what is the grict ? why this complaint, lamentation 
and burthen, which this Gentleman takes up fo prophetically againſt 
them, both as to their fin, and their ſuffering ? unleſs men be vexed, 
that any worthy men are duly made Miniſters, or that Miniſters are 
bur men;unlels it offend, that they have food and raiment, whichmoſt 
of them dearly earn, and hardly get; unleſs they are impatient, as the 
Wolf was with the Lamb, that we breath in the ſame common ayr, 
or ſee the ſame Sun, or tread on the ſame Earth, or drink of the 

x King.18,x7. ſame ſtream g the troubling of which, is by the zrowblers of it unjult- 
ly imputed to their innocency ; who muſt therefore be accuſed, be- 
cauſe violence hath a mind to dcettroy them ; What is the error ? 
what the hereſie ? whatthe ſuperſtition ? what the Popiſh opinion or 
practiſe, which any of us Miniſters lo reſolutely maintain? 

Sure this Gentleman is not to be thought of 1o low a form of 
fonndlings, and novices, who ſuſpett and dread every thing as Popiſh, 
which we hold, or atin common with the Pope or Papiſts ; wholly 

- 2p 4 to recede from any thing common with them, mult diveſt us, not 

flitioſa Gmid;- only of the main truths, duties, vertues, and grounds of our Religion 
tas, que 2 bo- as Chriſtian ; but we muſt caſt off all, or molt part of that, which de- 
is abborret qmominates us either rationall or humane, both as to the nature and 
guibus _—_ ſociety of men : Bur, if we obſtinatly retain any thing, either for opi- 

087 Ak, i" nion or pratice, which may truly be branded with the ——_—_ the 
Beaſt, as either erroneous or ſuperſtitious, beyond the bounds of 
Chriſtian truth, or liberty, or decercy: If either any generall Coun- 

; cill, or any Synod of this Church, fince it were reformed; or any 

Duals wk Parliament,and civill Conyention of the Eſtates of this Nation have 

__ [uperſiitio condemned what we teach, or praQtile, or opine ; If any wiſe and 

in divinus, Ve learned man, not apparently ingaged in fattion or ſchiſm, againſt 
1uJam. the publique Conſtitution both m Church and State,did ever ſo much 

Miſeicordiver ** accule or conviRt us of any ſuch crimes ; In Gods name let us ſuf- 

pleftitar gui ad fer what He thinks fit. If we have deſerved it from men, it will be 
emendetiones 2 mercy to be puniſhed, and amended by them; If we have not, it 
ductzr. Auſt. will be an honour and crown to us, above all men, -to ſuffer for 
the teſtimony of Jeſu Chriſt, the honour of our. funRion, and this 
rn from hogan ans wo yy men, who nſe Miniſters 

Cor.9.9. AStheir Oxen, ( but notin r poſt les, or fJods [exſe,) firſt exhauſting 

F EE gs tyring them at hard labour, and then The _— and' deyour 
them. 5 Ss 

The appeal But to all excellent and impartiall (hriſtians, we may; and do 

of all true as in the preſence of Ged appeal ; Ts not this in ſome mens ſenſe and 
and faithfull cenſure, the fin of the ableſt and beſt Preachers (both for learning, 

Miniſters, piety and conſtancy ) that they do not fo cably yield to, or applaud 

4 


as to their 


ilitary w Mechanjchk: religion? thin 'theyiate ſorry'to ſeefo goods5megrity, far 
py _ f the Catholike Chareh! id- Rarely a pillar þ | Gods: Roſe. frors wes 
as the Churchof England 'lately was, 1o every day hewing in pteces, Juper fitiem 
and mouldring to nothing, for /want of duc order ard government, or c arged on 
{eajonable and fit repairings ? Is not this the Crime, that no learned chem... 
and worthy Miniſter can own eirher the {words warns, Hs © CE; 
the peoples Liberty, to be the grand Arbitrators of picry,the di ers 
of mens conlciences, the D:tarors of all Chriſtianiry; the imterpre- 
ters of all Scriptures, the Dererminers of all Controverſies ; and this 
lo abſolute, as admits no Conferexce with, nor endeyouring to con- 
vince, cither Miniſters or others, who are of different judgements? -: 


Isitnot their 27efpaſs, that rrue Miniſters know coomiuch ?- that 'they 0 414 4, 
the GECALD SE a 


ſee too clearly ? that they examine things too-Rriftly'? ww 6 $i een 
mit no latitudes of Crvill intereſts, or State policies and" Fififull wet Multi is culte 


ceſſitics, as diſpenlations of Gods . Morall Law, and "the niles of 7; eta hoe 
both common honeſty and true'piety? That they ſtand valiamth(many » cgigdait 
of them ) and as becomes them, in rhe gap, againſt 'the-infingdtions pictatis, litefm; 
and invaſions of thote infamoxs hereſies, thole' receiued  eFy ors ,'thoſe (UNE, ON 
vile and putred novelties, thoſe perfet# madneſſes, thoſe apparttit"blait —— _ 
phemies, confuſions, and difſolute Liberties, which'threaten tWi# ves ju _individue 
formed ((harch, with a more ſure inundation, than» the Sea* doth the comes eft invi- 
Low.Countriss, if the banks and dams'be not'preſerved ?* Is nor" this 64: Mcldn. -- 
_ wichlome menthe wxparddnable fin of the-beft Miniſters, that they * © - 
d not crouch, and flatter, and fawn on'every planſfible error; on every .. nin, 
powerfull novelty, every prowa fancy, and high-imaginarion ? that they, ,, is 
bck, not the ſores of any. mens-'confciences, ' or the - po/Intions jw uomie 
ofany mens hands with lervile and adwlterate tongwes 7 That they do new palat , 
not cry up, or inany kindown for the gifts of rhe Spirit,thoſe paſſio« nullum [edvcre, 
»ate, or meJanc holy, ar cunning andaffeRed moticnsand' eiyayigar- « pette hmm 
cies, which ſome- men: frongly fancy:torthemiclves, and weakly Ide porn? 
monſtrate to others ;-as to any- thing hike ro ſound ®reafon;' or Serip® 
ure religion ?2- That4hey oppole'thele Beffs and Dragons of 'fangtioh Suidas int dev 
Divinty, which the Authors of them will never be ableto adyance =** 
aniels ,, 


to rare perfetiqn, - the, King at/ one {upper by 
ruine of the -houle aw wee, and after P | | 
faln from heaven. Or as Herod the Idwmens or: mungrill Few did 
with the antient. Records . and Genealegies. of the ſtems of the' , 
and ſucceſſion of the Prieſts, among 9 Jews, that ſo he might es EcchhliGe7eJ 
oi; 8 iy ol TR ©... 290e Is - 


The greateſt faults of the bf Wintfters; bes - 
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226 The greateſt faults of the befÞ Miniſters, 
hen how, che better bring on his own-title 3. So muſt theſe 
Antiminiſteriall adyerlaries, firſt deffroy and cancell both c 
reaſon in mens ſouls, and the whole Canon of the Scriptures, /which 

Artiflcieſa ib are the durable oracles of God, for the Churches direRions, and_.all 
þ4r ant _\ learned interpreters of them : Torches of private -Spirits are ridicu- 
—_—_ 7%" Jous too be lighted up, while the Sw» ſhines; unlets it be for thole 
our ſus obie- Who (having fome mask or play to a) reproach the Noon-day 
gere & ſimul ari Sun of to much tplendor, and make to themſelves and others an 
poſſint : Leno- nn Night, which will better ſerve their turns : When all 
_— light of true reaſon, and Scriptures are extinguiſhed in this Church 
aus ſolem gua- 22d Nation-or mnch Eclipſed ; then, and not before, will boneft« 
þ de nimio ſplew- hearted Chriſtians believe, that they have no eed of true Miniſters ; 
dere exprobran- or that thole, they have hitherto had, have not been worthy the name 
.'. of reformed ; or have pertinaciouſly retcined any ſuch Popiſh opinj» 
digande pre: 995407 ſuperſtitions, as arg inconkiſtent with true piety. 
ſagizes mali, — Andin this thing let the . Lord deal with ws, m—_— the 
clearneſs of our hands, and the uprightneſs of our hearrs in hi 
either to deliyer. us into, or Is 59. us out of the hands of violent. 
and wnreaſonable men ; whole: very mercies have proved cruel} to 
poor Miniſters ; whole pioxs conftancy is the greateſt thorn in fome 
| mens ſides, But if owr wayes pleaſe God, he can make our very" me- 
art dn pulivre mics at peace with us, Prov.16.7. 


—— Wholy to remove the antient Miniſtry, as ſonae men'aym, under . 


fal.18,2 4; 


8» 


| dernberne g0 pretence of bringing-up a new z#rſery of gifted brethren, and Pro» 


lefagud was, PÞct5 (Which like wwder-woods are not 10 oy to thrive, while 


IL, Pel. Miniſters, like goodly Timber trees grow ſo high above them and 
wal over _ them,) will be a work, fully compleating thoſe fad effeRs, 
: which diſorderly, unordeined, unlent, and unabled Teachers: and 


falſe Prophets, already begun to bring forth in this _— 
And how caniteverbe thought or hoped, that they will bring” 

better fruits, either for the truth, honour, or power-of the R 

+; c..,., Religion; either for the Peace of Church, or State, unleſs there'be 

| | ® ſpeciall committee appointed, for-the regulating of Prophets and 

tryall of cheir gifts? in which none may be fitcer (for learning," pit 

\* ,* ' ty,and moderation) to be Chayr-man; than that \ Author" und 'we4> 

Peg Þ _. bore aſſerter of the prep Liberty and Privilege ;' who'fays he” is not 

ſo much a friend to theſe new Prophets, as to be an utter enemy # 

' the funition of the old Miniſters ; though he-wot)d*thave. Prophets 

planted, yet not Miniſters pulled up: root and branch q' bar only pro- 

ed from that, which he calls ſuperſtition :” wherein his :(harity 10 

: Miniſters may perhaps make his cenſoriousſ#veriry veniall. He that 

ſo much ſtudies the Reformation of Miniſters, Gar "will 'not 

bring in ſuch Eſepick and deformed Prophers, as moſtof 'thoie, who 

- bac have yet appeared, rather to ſcaxe men from, than to - inſtruc (good 


ax{tans in, true holyneſs and Religion. Ir 


bl 


| > EL Hh - , 
Falſe Prophets fooliſh 5 © 


It i9 evident enough, and too rmuch,'to/all' rywe reformed Chri- 


2ns, what wide gaps, that generarion of pretended Prophets, and Th, 
ps jog rows » have already made , for the eaſy inrodes of 4 


[4 > | 

hat is truly Popery, ſuperſtition, or meer formality- ; All ſorts 
ah of _—_— opinions and Herefies ; together with Kleneſs, "bat< 
renne(s, barbarity, Nltcratneſs, Ignorance, Atheiſm; and contempe 
of all truc Reformed Religion, 'both in the power, and extern forms 


eafily ro make lirtle conſcience of hearing, reverencing , or 

the word of God, Even fron any true. Minifters , never ſo able ant 
worthy ; fince they have learned to ſcorn, make ſport of, and laugh 
at theſe novell and pirtifull preterders to Preaching and prophecy< 


ing, of whoſe inſufficiency and non-authority to Preach, and ad- 


miniſterany holy myſteries i» Chriſts name, common' le 
fully fatisfyed ; they are ready co difpute, 8nd negleR, 
divim Authority, which is in the of true Miniſters, 
What little or no good ffeRts the » s againſt, and ers 
of the Miniſtry of this Church can boaſt off, with truth, either as 
to ſpeaking judiciouſly, or writing folidly, or walking exaQly, fo 
a5 tends any way to the advantages of piety, truth, charity, id ce 
in the Ref Churches ;/ orto the howomr and bappineſ? of".this 
Nation, either converting, or eſtabliſhing any ix trarh or holineſs, 
I leave to the judgement of all crate and wiſe Chriſtians, 
whole prayers, ſighs, tears, complaints, griefs and fears of future 
Akze(s, are in nothing more exerciſed, than in the preſent deplo» 
_ redaſpeR andalmoltdetperate State of the Reformed Religion, in 
many places of Chriftendom, 'and in none more, than” what is 


337 


T$: F ? 
Vanity. . 
heof 


Ys. 


and. 
Pre ” 


phetr, 


order and profeſſion of it + Many men (being prone) have learned 


 threatned in this Church of England : ' Fearing left the ſhadows Jer. 6. 


of the evening being encreaſedy and thoſe day ſtars, which former- 
ly ſhinedin a learned ſucceſſive and Authonrative Miniſtry, bei 


darkned and Eclipſed ; the evening Wolves - ſhould alſo encreaſe Jer-5.6 
and the Beaſts of the Porreſt multiply upon us ; cvery one ſeeking _ S 


for their prey z whom they may deceive and devour, Such as loa» 
thed Manna, were juſtly ſtung ſoon after with fiery Serpents. 
Numb.21.6, | 

On the other fide ask the looſer and profaner Spirits, what re- 
ſraqning power or converting influence, they feel from the char- 
mmgs of theſe new=gifted exorceſts, who ke in the name of 
Chriſt (but indeed in their own name, and after their own fancies 
to call over, and caft out the devils of ignorance, Atheiſm, unbelief, 
protaneſs, and hypocriſy, which are in mens hearts or lives ; You 
may hear them with one yoyce anſwering, as thoſe did ; eſa 
kw, ard Paul we know ; rhe learned and duly ordeineds 


ins fuceefve power from Chriſt, and ths holy Apollcly"g8 10oWe 
38 2 We 


Fo 


* 


fers, At 19.34%: 
3 


223 The fin and fully df Chriftianstofollow them, 


(elf flatterers, telf lovers, ſelf ſenders 5 ſelf ſcrker, 
EY ba abbags you yo it ro be expeRed, but that! at laft thee, Sou 
dels plefln- js From will find thoſe evill Spirits in mens —_— of Pride, uns 
Ns wr : belief; Acheilm; comity againſt God, and iS Es ar 
alt". milder vr beter, nap. chan. thole te 31 the. Aunherity fo 
mnin preter bare found of, the NamerJelivh Me n.of thole cenfurers', flew 'y 
org Alte Jeſus and mocking = ET $5 wnſafe, and in the end A 
, Sata- | 24, AN RO OY 4 PW 
—_— + Pa c' cor ph A IF an undertaking it js, to attempt. this out 
Feſus ſyllabas FAN 2 out devils from men ; where: there” is ino 
- {ons terret, work eyen of caſting on divine-Authority to:do-it; The de. 
led divine ita, lyut a'mock-power 3 and 10 reall diving: ay _ Giviadd lake 
gud armantsr 1. hich felt torment " Cy gy En ke bi four: whe 
, fall | EO 
m_—_- ae buy Apoſtles, whom Chriſt ws = Sas d chain: them wp; of 
we ſure tobeat and baffle thole, who v 7 hes 
Miniſtrant. plcalur | wing Authority, | And no+ wonger.if: theſe; E- 
leron. them out, without &vizg —_ ww 4y feathers, having-hu 
Mar.$.29, ftrick Birds, whoer forth their ſafe no Ga their: :Nefts"/{their 
DO RASS” hafle Sodles and Tels. 27aing, Dy: wan (the -honeſt- ſfations; wad ths 
ſti preſent nd looms, and flple, nnd mille; (the honeſt fationd/ aud fo 
cruciantur ; ut ſhops, anc ble callings, wherein God and man haveſet: them $1 
malefici ad con- Way deipica " Ant ficient call either from God or: many-t5 
ſpetum judicis; from which they h er f ) if they fall chemſelyes,” alidfead: 
Nondum enim qooye them) no wonder ( FOR tations ; whichr they-can 
judicts ſententia 1 er -into many -{nares and divers - temp ps. blind lea: 
dammatos, pro- yd, bang (in good carneſt,) moſt of them |very "ae 
RT nee Torks do of blind ant anal fn, 
& torques cox- ders of the blind. uma p45” iy uf hey want their-eyes ; and- 
ſciemia.Pelarg, that they have ſpeciall Ton, —_ - « _ -Emong of common rea» 
Facile in laque- extraordinary revelations, So anc of ohaliotong Prophecying and 
- ogy _ on, HY eo wg SR all ' confuſion ot ;thele-Refor- 
dunt, gui & vi mg, 1s cnther del in jeſt +. 
Mera” med Churches; or llc meorly our of wamconnel, in Jt 3 6 4 
py 3 kind of recreation and diverfion. ; but-not as any- buſin | 


; | in good carneft-and 
Mar. 15.14: nſcience ; Inone thing they are in good ea nf 
—_ : ST - i {rp Ou earn is ro carry on their perfe& pr, and no: , 
jor eſt in {« againſt all true Miniſters. 
centibus arro- 


<P 
is inſania ; in xtriſquss ſummun periculum ; nec minus dolendum quam mers rider- 
- wag 2" I I eres, ar qu non. vident, que ſunt ; videre videautar, 
um. - 0 . : : 
I, A 0 ; | * 3 * ” ; 
FT BY on fees not, what weakyxeſs it is for ſober O—_ _ 
I ; ined ,1o long among them, 4 
- great light of truth hath ſhine is Qt; part 
+5 2d þo thr ach: RP ry = - Fe Fory mnt gens. 9 
F Y.- : lations © PT1 Cc, yam » ot 'F; - of heir 

of Carer oy Uqutad por it ; ho leſs, than by apparent EVET —IWERIINSS, 08-6 
ets nt ſalt, and ar beſt but very moderate gifts ; da tried os approver 
orfake rea by amy wie men tut cly blown up by the pull, apples # 
for +5; © ſome filly men and women, , who, have with levity a fulneſs 


PRE 


The fin endl folly-f Chr fav) 1ofoltis thi, | 


Th 

s forſook their" true'gmider and! Paſtors; and not tndirins';..: rn. a: 
_ do&rine, and-haly order, deſerve for their” irching ears 'to i= qa eo 
condemned, to follow ſuch — of Teachers, ever leaning, and*conre Alex, ep. 
never comming #9&feand and [erled hnowledguof the Trurk > who A*+ berifin 
ſecs nor (I fay)-whaeifire it yis; 26 follow, *c£ountenazice or inconaf77e Þf-Theod. 
rageluch dangerowemndwiſarderhy ſeduvers, and! whar'weakneld and!z Tim. 4.3. 
meer folly it 15; ft 1m. re? ſuch; asneither havesskill 16: bandle: 
trowel or (word, ſhouldecither #4/d or defend our, epſubes 2. When 
they. dayly ro _ _ m_ than'the REY | _ whar' 

ſeem 10. 6#1/4,: 9s ot: avpobjhed r are; 1 ».and ; 

they -he wen ſtuff, wil fuck: imempered hind charkiniows ſandogg * 
without lime ; undigeſted,\\ unpreparethrunevery; mncicher; fot (mts Herctici in rhi-- 
ter nor manner conſiderable y;j withbut-rule;\;pluinbline') or level] 4247. Tertul, 
neither atcording tor Scripture preceps; nor-:the holy..cxample,. ands;7; ea/rimmn 
Cacholick praQtid&'of che Churches.of Chuit 21 $0 thatithe . gapings, cod de ruins 
flaws, ſwellings, low nets, 1Holodwiids;'tuncvebels,! crog $'ahdLonfiruyar 2... » 
weaknels, (together with the: dayly:awmmoidedings of : theie *Childith:Opatunn,,, 7 
ſruSoes) ſhew, what wife 6uztder5:they "oO 4.and' how: fit tv:be % whe 
made publikg. eArchitett ror Matter-brilders. ins this Church. - O- 
ver whoſe Walls the crafty malice of Jeſuitick; Foxes,” and any 0+ 
ther enemies, willeafily gb, and break them down, when .cver they Neb. 4.5. 
pals :) which makes many min fulped, :thab:theſe: Lay Prexchers,) » 1 1 2. 
are but the /efr band of Babets bnilders ;\ fit inftruments to' divide, 
confound and deſtroy the Reformed Religion in thete: Brireiſh Chur- _— oo 
ches, and all thoſe who ſtudy to preſerve ir. Which they only can, ; yoo _ 
withany ſhew of reaſon, effetinally do-{by Gods: blefiing) us 2 arc 
workmen, that for their Agthorit#- and -approved mrll, as well-as: 
their good will and-readintls tor buthd; - need 'wor- to be aſhamed; Of > Tim.2.ry. 
whole reall ſufficiencies,t heſe new bwnglert are +moſt- impatient; 'hea« 
rers and perfe&t haters ; becauſe: from «thoſe Miniſters exaQnels, 
hel mens bungling receivesthe ſevereſt teproaches and-juſteſt op-: 
' politions. | | 
A man may as well hope,-that gn by their r0otings, and imokes 0 .. 
by their caſtings, will Plow and+ till, his -g1 5 AS ſfuch-Awr: þ- UL 
bitrary, Caſual, and contingent forwardnels z/'or ſuch #mordinate nas: 1. 1. 
(Hvities of poor, but proudly gifted men, willany way- help” on” the _r 
great work of Chriſtian Religion, the propagating of the Golpell, or' 
the Reformation. of heartsor Churches z which require: mdeed the: — , .. ._. 
oreateſt rowpet eur y- 109d: compleatueſs, both 'for gifts, learnimg,/and; . ........ 
due Authority, ; that can be had, both fot the dajefty: of Religion, > xn 
and for. the defence of the truth ; as alſu- for? the: binding to dili-» ,;,1- 
gence and exa&nels the. conſcience of the Minrſtersz no les, than. 
for the ſar failion of other ments conſciences/ in point of the walidi- EO PE RY" 


') of Sacrament Muti tp LA i os: 
g 3 


The Spirit of God wet 146e grildwedist way, 


s /in 
cry 'up thold' muſhroom: Pro. 


ted up in one night;) as if they were beyond all.choſe Goods. 
ly plants, for beauty, fweetnels and wholeſomneſs ; which - much: 
let, care, learning, pains and prayers have planted in the Charcht; 
Or thatChnitians ould ſo far: flatter: themicives that the joyl-duve 
in England, fance'it was watered with ovvill blond, 'is.fo well: maty«' 
redand fruitfull, that there needs noſuch care and” culture as was 
antiently uicd in the Garden of: God, either in acig; -uankay,: 
pre wing. er traniplamting thoſe trees of the Miniftry; which 
enss's' be Full life ; whole leaves ſhould: be: for. be heating; a5 weltnadt 
Super ſtmmatie 'their fruits for tbe noureth: of mens ſouls, So- confident the devil} : 
ones ſatene, ſeems to be of the gidgimefs, folly, negligence, and ſimplicity ofcheſe' 
times, that —_— the very thiſtles, (the moſt uſeleſs and nioft 
offen{rwe burthens of the earth, which the foot of vile beaft is 
_ ready to cruſhand trample upon) to-chal 'conmtemn” che: 
z Kings.14.9. Cedars of L:bauon; And he would fain pertwade: reformed! Chi 
{tians, to cut down and tub up thoſe goodly trees of the. Lord, which” 
are tall, ſtrait, and full of (ap, as wad, xe! the ground ; that thoſe 
ſharp and ſorry ſhrubs, thoſe dry ' and ſaplcls kexes, 'may have the 
more room, and thrive the better ; 'pretending that \rhey will at 
eaſier rates and with lets pains tupply all che Churches: occaſions; 
when the Lord knows, and all excellent; Chriſtians ſee, by fad ex-' 
perience; that they are ſo far fromthatlength, firengeh' and firaits 
neſs __ in the beams ard pillars of the Temple ; that their croo- 


ked and knetty ſhortneſs, will ſcarce afford a pin, on which to hang 
the leaſt veſſel] of the Sanltnary. $3455] 


WY Excellent Chriſtians, 4 proteſt before the Lord, / chat 1 ice 
Ne deſign in 293 thus, out of any defire to grieve, quench, or exaſperacany 


mans Spirit, in whom the wiſe and fanRify! es, or #(efull pifts 

1-6 of Gods Spirit do dwell in the leatt ES truth feforee 
good mans lity ; but only in the way of wy a; the vifts and Spirits, whether 
Spirit ,or diſ- they be of God or no ;' it they be found, by the word of God, to be 
courage bus proud, fooliſh, evil, ancleax, \»rily ; refuſing to be bonnd wich 
wifes; any bonds of good order and government, (ſuch, as ſeems 'to' have 
: joh.4.1. tnarFy ſome in this Church, who ſeek to bewitch othersand to trous 

ce all,) God forbid we ſhould not all of us frive,by faſting, prayer 

preaching, writing, and all juſt rebwkgs of them; 'to' pr: 
out, notwithſtanding their-cxyi»62, rexrings; and foamings, 


Luke 9,42+ 


It 


« 


_ Other nobler part : The meaſure eto 


— 


The Spirit of God not tobe gritvidin any, +I 
Ic is far (I hope) from my. Soul by any or wwlerValuins *' 
of any good Chriſtians to damp the” Spire of (oreft in them ; i 
would Ge every one ſtudy to improove the talents he hath; and 
to be employed according to- his/ reall improovement ; of which tio 
man being __—_ repos og — is fit to be judge him- 
ſelf, but onghe t9 ject to the trya judgement of- others ; 
both as _—_ light and heat , knowledge and zeaf; gifts and 
graces which any may pretend to, and wherein they may be really 
uſefwl to the publike, or any community of Chriftians ; whoſe e- 
difying in faith and love we have all. caute, both in conſcience and 
prudence dayly to nouriſh and increaie in Gods WAY ;- which is 2n 
orderly, peaceable, and bleſſed way'; wherein' only either private 
Chriſttans or Church ſocieties” can hope ro rchrive and flowriſh: 1 Num,n1.29. 
wiſh with Moſes all the Lords people were Prophets ; Both able to 
give anaccount of their knowledge in the myfteries'of Chrift, and 
alſo to help on, in an orderly way, (as every wheel or pin doth in 
the motions of 4 watch) the great and weighty work of ſaving ſonls, 
which is the main end of the CAliniſters calling and pains. | Better 
we Miniſters be deſpited, chan the- Spirit of Chrift in any gracions 
my x juſtly grieved.; or any good work of God in' the {hnrch 
wy; fk) 
But we are well affured, by good experience, that none would 
be leſs deſpiſers, or more rc Kee ono "and zealous preſeryets 
of the true Evangelicall Miniftry, and its divine Authority, than 
ſuch men who have graces, with' their gifts, and are both able and 
bumble ; none are more ſlow ro ſpeakrd others in the name of Chriſt, yames 1, 19. 
than they, who cannot hear others Preaching with due abilities and _ 
asthority, withour fear and trembling, as reyerencing. God, and' the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in their Miniſtt . Ther no danger of able parts, «.. 
where there are bumble and hoxeft hearrs ; 'nd tnore, than 'we need 
fear the firength of ay pare inthe body, will hurt, or offend the whole 
body, or diſorder and violate any other Member, which is above it - 
In place, in honour and in operation" or funQjon, | Reaſon 'teacheth---...\ .. / 
us, that the ability or ftrengrh of any part, in its place and moe ooh, hana 
on, doth not make it uſurp the place, or execute” the O ay 
ety 


part is the beauty and ſafety $9 wa. 
of the whole ; which cannot in natiall, and ought Nor' in Religious Sar a i 
Bodies (which'are Churches) be aw Arora but” only in ſuch a apurets ws:- 
way,' as God hath appointed* for the daily forming, building and nw Arift. 
well-ordering - of, his Charch, ſuch wiſdom and Authority, as. 
Chriſt eftabliſhed'in it ; Of which rhe ApoFles and the Churches pur ro 45 
after them give us moſt evident teſtimony, ane on: AI * 
Bur we muſt not be deludfd either with the devils ti- Five delu- 
ns and'flafhes, or His rra»ſfigarations and diſguiſes ; We "I fake frons. 
orlſake 


232 Chriſtians muſt not belitve tvery Spirit 
Luke 10.18. forſake or op up Gods fountains, of living wazers; by :digging the - 
| ſaw Saran devils ditches; and awells, which hold” #- water ;, nay 1Wermay not 
fall like Iight- ay, our hands at the Devils Ciſtern, to fit them for Gods , ſervice . 
nivg From Nor, may we take watcr trom his. troubled,..muddy and ſonous 
Hcaven. M F'y 206 PPy:000u 
> Cor.11.14. {trcams, to water the plauts of Chriſts, Church ; We may not take 
Saran himſelf ſtrange fire from Satans A4/tar to Kindle the ſacrifices of God: 'Whaz 
's transformed need we cut off Dogs zecks, and cfter. ſwins, bloud, when, we haye 
w/ars \ngel { manyclean IE arc appointed for, acceptable ſervices; 
62994 that we ſhall not need any ſuch yain oblations, which are bur of 
Eecl.5.1. ſacrifices of fools, who conſider not that =; do .evill, nor look 

to their feer, when they go tothe houſe I ge ;,, being as ready to 

ſtumble and fall, and diſcoyer their nag | 4 and ſhame, as/they 
and jew to aſcend to the altar of the Lord, upon. the ſteps of pride 
and preſumption, which were forbidden to be made ;\ The humble 
heart being alwaies moſt welcom to God ; while others in vain ar- 
rogate to themſelves powerto perform, thoſe things which are not 
Lev.1o.3, Tequired at their hands, God hath ſaid, he will. be, Janitificd of all 
thoſe, who come nigh to him inc his publikg- ſervice ; which, is! done 

not only by that 1nward ſantþ#fication of the hear, by faith; fear, 

and reverence toward- God, but alſo by that exaR obſeryation of 

- ſuch rules of oxder, power and Authority, which he hath' fer (who 
alone could do it) in the publike way of-his warſhip. and feryice 

before the Sons of men.._ _,.. AP Mar 13> 1x tata 

' __ We muſt not be ſuch  Chilaren 5n undertonding,. tor al- 

low all to be gold which ghfters, when it will nor ik the 

Caiaite Fuds Touch-ftone of Gods word, or the probation _ of che Churches 
-rodjrorfÞ E- judgment : We may not eafily think, that Gods Spirit, in any. piir 
Jangelium o- yate men, runs. counter. to. that, holy order and clear, , /nſtitwtion, 
Kentabant,Opn* vi hich the. undoubted Spirit of God hath clearly ſer forth: in the 
—— Scripezres, and which the Church in all ages hath obſerved in the | 
aſfiftentem di- , way of an ordeined authcritative Miniſtry : All other, or Jater in- 
cebant & in- yentions may well be {uſpeted to be but Satars abak 57 and 
weeabant, Hare Jevices. Theremay be-ſo many, vermine crawling in 2 dead body, 
jun / ap wt as may make jt {ſeem to live. and_ move, . when yet. there is, na true 


L x0d.20,26, 


ne i tales as Spirit of life, or Soul in it : So it is no wonder, if the. variqus im- 
bireoperationes ' pulſcs, wherewith mens lecret and comps luſts fir them, make 
quay ye,nomi- {ome, ſhew, as if. diviner gifts and endowments agitated them, 
non/a1 cl  When'jndeed they have no' cther ayms or intereſts, than ſuch, as 
Ne 6-35 '. Judas Iſcariot, or Symon Magus might _haye ; or thoſe after Here- 
ſeffa jam contra ticks the Gnoſticks, Maniches, and - Montanifts, _ &c. Who al- 
chriſftivmntat® moſt, that had any ſhew of gifts or. parts, eyer did miſchiefin. t 

miſt nomimeced- Op 1.ch, without great prefacings of vol and good. intentions,. and 

I 


Ge aendam -prerenfious of gifts and the Spirit of God ? There may. be- gifted | 


proſylere audet. Hypocrites, devont dev! ', anvelized Satans, Be mens oifrs eu 
/ uſt. Ep. 56. | : a " þ 5.4 . . , % 


wy. ,* 


The-P, latof provinaed: Gifts ; D 


» commendable; if they wanit hugility in themſelves; *dnd charity 40 Miſerimir 
gre which are the beauties of ky endowments ; if 'they are paffed Pour opens 
»p, ſeck themſelves, walk diſorderly, run unexamined; unappointed, j,; - 

unordained, in ſcandalous and undue wayes , they ave" nothing, ſumpſerunt, ut 
: Melzores ſcipſds 
Church ; The preſumprion and diſorder of their-example doth more !*iqus pre- 

hurt ( as the influence of- ſome malignant flars in -a (nftellation) 
than the light of their gifts can do; they corrupt more than they ei- 


either as to private comfort'in thern(e}ves, vr publick benefit ro c 


ther dire, or corre. 


Oo hk 

If any of theſe /Prophers or gifted men be indeed ſoable, for the Judzitis. 
work of the Miniſtry , ghar religion © may ſuffer no derriment' by 
them, and people'may have - cauſe-to eftvem i hews hig bly for there 
ould not. have the right. haxd of fellow- 
ſhip, all incovragement trom my ſelf, and all that” defire ro walk 


work ſake,God forbid they 


as becomes the — when they are found, «pox jxf tryall, fit to 
be ſolemnly ordeine ater apart,andent forth with due amthority to that 


holy ſervice, in# Gods name let them be ſent forth with! pood/ ſpeed; 


ard golden Bells ; uſefull Ornaments to Gods Sanuary in words ox 


holy Order ; And hath the Adoon'wnder 
vanities, and unjuſt intereſts; but;alfo all humane #mvenionr and w- 
veltjes, which have their contimuall variations,” wainings, diſorders, 
darkneſſes and deformities; whereas Devine Inſt1tutions are alwayes 
9l>rious by the clear beams of Scripture-precept, and che conſtant 
courſe of the Churches example: Both which have held their Tr#th 
«and Authority; im the: blackeft” nights! of 'perfecution,' wherein/'no 


unried 2nd wnordeined intruder, was ever owned fora trac Ainifter ... 
ef hob things in any ſetled and-incorrupted Church of  Chriftz* No... 


more than any man ſhall be accounted-an "Officer, or Souldier in an 
Army, who hathmot either liſted himſelf,or received his Commiſſion, 
Orger is that wholſomeR ayr in which Religion lives beſt. There is 


no leis recefſity both in Piety and Policy," to prokarts ve” the” Laws of , 
boly order and diſcipline-in-the Cinch of Chiiſt on: Earthy which 


have the warrant and feal of his authority npon them, and ar for” 


the preſeryation of truth, peace, and honour in the-Church ; Since * 


Ha we 


| 244< 


ſunmplerunt, [- 

reaz 1.s.c-35. 

de Caynitis, 
its 


= 
of Truth;and the luſtre of © 
et 5 notonly all wordly Rev.12. 


is & 
fa 
Lanta 6 


234, The Plat of pretended Gifts... £ 
we findby all experience of times, and moſt in our. ' own, That the 
pride and preſumption of mens gifts and private ſpirits, are no leſs 
wantonly ative in matters of Religion, than in Civill and Mil. 

tary affairs. mote 

| Now, why any men of prety, or i» power, profeſſing therreformed 
Religion, ſhould incline citber to conmve at, or to comnevarce any 

courles, which.evidently tend to the ſhame,contempt,confukion, and 
extirpation of all rue Religion, (as it ſtood in the profeſſion #f2he 

Church of _—_— oppoſite to the grols errors, ſuperſtitions and 
prophaneſs of any, thatare known and declared enemies ea 'it ) 1 

gan jee no caule, unleſs ir be:.4 , ſupine. negligence in ſome, who, as 

as 1845 they gtow greater, 1o they arc like Ga/lioes wore carelefi in matter; 
of Religion, wholly intent to'Stare intereſts;'as if States-men had ne 

owls to ſave, or no God to judge them; and were to give no ac+ 
count of that pon and adyantage they have, as well asthat barge 
and care which lyes upon themto do all good they can to mens fouli 
under their power ; or elie, there. is ſome other. inteteſt ſecretly! cons 
trived, and cunniagly catried on here, ( as by open hoſtility in-ochir 
parts,) amidſt the dusk of our. civill Commotions and by 

Pla.137-7 thoſe ſons of Edom,and hters of Babylon, who have evill'wil 

at our Sion, and ſay of our Jer#ſalem, Down with it, down with" it, 
raze iteven to the foundations, ' A Spar 


ade 9, As it was for no.geod will, that the Devil contended with i ; 
chad the drehevgel,nhour the body of Moles, minding maker is 
1.1 + it Idolized than Embalwed ;No more is it fro any zeal; 6r 


pious principle, that fome men now ſo earneith tickle abomt (andin» 
_ deed )) againſt the ſetled office, and peculiar fwnition of the ung A 
* Either co have it in common, or none at all, with divine aut 

4: ..7 rity and'commiſſion ; whole firſt Anti-minifteriall batteries, which 
ſeenjed to carry ſome: ſhew of: Scriptute-ſtrength I have hitheno re- 
fed and ed,nor daſhing or oppoſing Scripture _ Scrip- 
ture, but clearing: its obicurer meaning in ſome few places, by that 
moſt evident and conewrrent Senſe which 13 manifeſtly held forth in 
many plain. paſſages, and hath been conſtantly- followed inthe 
— Churchesof Chriſt, fromthe firſt ſerling of Chriſtianity in the'world 
Senſus SO 76 this day ; As the Spirit of God in the Word cammot. comraditt-it | 
= gs. ſelf ip the main (cope and defign; fo whete 'any variation or diffe- 
rationis guber- TENce in the letter may ſeem to be, It muſt be wiſely reconciled, by 

naculum. Ter- diſcerning the different occafion, reaſon, or ground of things; 
ral.de Pref. we are, the pretended gifts; jor diftates of privat | ſpirits may in 09 
| _— few ſort be let up any way to comradit thoſe teltimonies and -demon- 
Jantur fed {trations of: the Spirit , which afrs fo evidently , ſhining: from the 
' ratio verberum Scripture, as they are in non= more than'this of a peculiar function 
confliczatur.Id. and ho!y ordination of the Evangelicall Miniftry. Po 


The Plat of pretended Gifte 335 
And here 1 might forbear.to add:troubJeco-you O Excellon Chriw 18. 
Rigns, or any rea , by any turcher/-enla of ' this A ogy, C oneluſion, 
whereby to vindicate the honour of the dwincly Unſtiented, ava Ecole- and Tranſi- 

hubical iy" Mo, - Sky HiAce Jr 2 Scripruve tion. 

is ( as I have ſhew 0 wholly, ,and purtisa its peculiar 

T eenion, and its conſtant ſucceſſion to the -end of the world, 

( whereto it 1s Not o_—_ bur private” gifts may come in mithſuch - 

afliltance, 25 is humble, orderly, andiedi ;but gor-agproud, in-, * | 

vaſive and aboliſhing ; as Hagar they any ſervice in'! Gam 15) 

mily, but. they mutt nor grow mlolent and malipe againſt _—_ batt 

What ever can be produced, SO | 

natwe, as the Miniſteriall office and ny 

Scriprures (the only infallible rule) and peh team wen bn ſhun paaoba 

Qile ( the molt cxedible-witnels ) do rearing Hifor the mbt'pert co. lb 

but «s child; Shirmiſhing s with Reeds. and; ea age” © 204 - ads 
wh Pikes avd Guns 5 And I find indeg]; that al RR, ate ET 

s AIR boaſtin arke, x , not 'amuch- no | a | a 4c; 
lings, pretumptuous S, awncombly. 

"4 pon ; where, not wer ,'but p 

pertivacious alwowier, like black and 

0 {ce thernlel ves {o-routed: y hep po ori = 

the Churches:conſftant- cuſtdme } do but rally eng modes 

Perdue, to fee. ming ax he volley s EA yr. 

vinuent Colnmniatir 

Churchg whole | — 


ue; {52at we 


of men, that they areas Job, copy SED Job. xt 
to be, found with EEEEED oy 7 
bin, or wnreaſonahl IS 21 veniess SER 
what is fully a | malice, ipſams 
belt and:ho/ ch. tobe! mono L 
with the rele: wr Divene 1. iwution, and — crimes , bu 
on, the. glory columian is 
EEE {Jew 
COMCIence, and-e tra } 
maled:- 
ofa 6 


both as men and; Chuiſtians; Til w 


ds, and carries on as its holy d 


: 
- 


F 


hi 


And for Miniſters OE as are wa warthy to be coun- 
ted (ach, their failings will not be found + what is incident to 
common infirmities, and daily incur ions of frailties,inſeparable from 
the beſt of men in this martall Pigranege 3 » All which, the _y 


malorum bonds 


Ami-Minifterlel Deſigns. © 


of humble Chriſtians eaſily conceals, and willingly excuſes, 


Gr par. 
. dons, when they confider how free and full a n of all Ry 

from God by the Miniſtry, offered to every  pemrent/ and believing 
finner : The gricf and impotent deſpite, which the/prophane, politic 
and pragmatick enemies of the' Miniſtry of this and all reforme 
Churches are tranſported with, ariſeth from the like ground, #6 


in the hearts of Tobias and Sanballat, and that ſcorntull crue; againſt 


| In oxder to which me deſign, | the Anti-miniſteriall Adyei. 
ries are not wanting, to: bring all manner of rayling accuſation, and 
indign Calumnies againſt bath the Miniſters and Miniſtry of this 
Church ; Some of which, I think it a ſhame: for me, * Sw of 
them, to po/{nre, either my Pen,. or the . purer eyer of thoſe: readers, 
who excell in Civility, as much 2s thoſe: evill Speakers do;'-im *nſo- 
lency 2nd ſcwrrility, boch'for carriage and language agaitifti the beſt 
Miniſters in-Exg/and, Burt it is no wonder if they give | us: «he yall 
and vinegar of bitter reproaches to drink,, when intend ſhort! 

tocrweifie xs, All is leis than was ſayd, and done to Cas . 


.- -<{, I;,js part, of our honour and bleſſing, to. have men ſpeak all warmer 


BY to be the beſt of men, and general] 


of evil{ of us, if we can'/but thake 1t- appear: to be, moſt falſly and 

. and injuriouſly, as well as! moſt: indignly and nngratefully + Such 
manner of ſpeaking becomes no mens mouths, but hole hole hearts 

abound with ſo much malice againſt the beſt Miniſters; who 


are the beft of ſpeakers ; 


In 
+ ©” nour to whoſe many 'realland —_ vo gifts (.becomming the dighi- 


iefly thoſe, who moſt deſpiſc and hate the Miniſters of this Church, 
endeyour to let all men fee inthe following part of this Apo- 

logy, the malice, futility, and falfity of thoſe evil ſpeakings, where» 
, th owe men ple hens the ons becauſe t ets 
me others, whom ancyto have a 1 , andan 
NS hand; toward ſuch Miniſters as moſt fades Jeaſe God, and 
to-preſexye the Reformed religion in this Church of Chriſt. ' > © 4 


CAVIL 


CT 7 of their holy place and {unRion ) as alſo in charity to all others, 
7:07 G 
I 


The Miniftry of the Church of England not Papel. 
CAVIL & GALUMNY IV. 

Againſt the Miniſtry of England as Papal and' Anti- 
Chri 


4 
hriſtian. 


e fourth Cavil or Calummny then wherewith the office and fun- 


ion of the Miniſters of England is battered and detamed,among 


the credulous, weak, and vulgar minds, is this ; That if there be ſuch 
a peculiar order and office of the Miniſtry eſtabliſhed in Scripture 
by 2 Divine Inſtitution, and ſo continued in the Church by a right 
Ordination, for ſome' times of Primitive purity,to a hol lucceſſion;yer 
the preſent Station,Calling,and Authority of the Miniſters of Exg lard 
is apparently Artichriſtian, as derived from Epiſcopall Ordination, 
wh 4 deſcended from the Papall or Roman antbority, which was 


but of late years aboliſhed, as that of Epsſcopie they think now is; : 


neither of them ſeeming to them to be of Chriſts appointment, or 
according to Scripture-rule and patern ; So that (if it be neceſfary to 
have peculiar Miniſters by office, it is alſo neceſlary to- caſt off the 
former order and Rtanding which is degenerated, and to begin upon 
ſome new account, which ſhall appear to be neereſt to' the pattern of 
Divine Inſtitution, and Rue praQiſc, how eyer it may fail of a 
conltant ſucceſſion, for above theſe 1600. years from Chriſt;during all 
which time, it is eyident indeed, that Biſhops bave had a chief place 
and influence in the; Ordination of Miniſters,and for | 1000; the 
Pope hath chalenged ſomething of Supremacy and Juriſdigion in 
theſe Weſtern Churches, over all the Clergy, both Biſhops and Preſ- 
byters ; None of which are fit to ſerye in Gods: houſe as Minifters, 
while they are not clenſed from that leprofie, which they have con- 
trated from the Pope and Prelates, 


eAnſw. 1 will firſt endevour to take off from the face of , our 
Miniſtry, this ſcandalous viſard of the Papal aut hority, which ſcares 


thing that ever paſſed the Popes fingers, except only the lands and 7 


revenews of the Clergy ; Having remoyv:d this yeil or covering, "mn mu we MA 


was ſometime oyer theſe Weſterns Churches, we ſhall cafily 


Ta FL 


ſome people ſo very much, that ” are afraid to medle with any #ſwrpation 


preju- 


face of the holy Miniſtry no leſs than of other (hriſtien -»itiemtions #7) of Eng- 


» more. 


reſtored, without an Dis fignration or Eſſentiall change, by any ”_ to all 


fuch mask as might ſometimes be upon ir,through the policy and folly **; 


of many, 


Pope 


er Chri- 
* ahh D - #* # , Inſti- 

It were a yery weak and injurious Conceſſion, no leſs prejudicial #ia» 

t0 the Reformed Varner > to all the Remviſh party,if the '#! "ns 


the. 


238 The Miniſtry of the Church of England wt Bapal, = 


Pope could perſwade us Proteſtants,andother Chriſtians,to cat quite 

away, and ne fy whar ever the Papel! wrpa 708; hath aby- 

{cd, or the Romiſh deyotion hath uled 1n matter © Chriſtian religi- 

on : Sure then, we mult teek- fox , other Apoſtles and Saints, other 

Script ares and Sutraments, another Goſpel and Meſſias, than elus 

.  Chrifſt,no leſs than other Eijhops ard Miniſters ;\For overall theie,the 

on Phany 43/2 Popes of Rome have ſpread the thirts of their uſurped authority ; their 


Tues 7 fiCas- ; X : CE AY 
v.Ep.67.Plato, iM mixtures, their corrupt doctines, andifu 30: — 
All thinks Wow as tar as they -are  Anichriftiun, that -48 , ; any 
handled by contrary to the holy rule, and bomble 'puremn "of Jefus ; yet 
—_ = _ might, yea and ought to fit in the Temple of Goul, as all Amicbriftias 
”"T4} ſprrits indeed av, who cannot properly be, but where there is @ Pro- 
2 Theſ.2.4. feſſton of Chriſtianity : yer ir doth not follow, that the | 
Aatichrifu Church, ( againſt which the gates of hell ſhallmot prevail, fo ave 
Chrifie menti- tinguiſh the name of (hriſf ) was enher who! 7 ruined by 2fari» 
nom wite fat. Chriſtian ſuper ſtruttures ; or that the whole fabrick of ir mai? be 
fo nominis ho- led down * us, and all s of it made Nehutas, in of 
nore conveſtit. cleanfing,repayring;and retorminggwhich is nora movelty of nvention, 
Jeron. 2% hura tober reftitution of all things in Religion, to the:primcitive*wole 
Gerone: £7. and patrers, which is authoriſed and ordained by Chrift; Who. did 
clefia mnece no rgore himſelf as to the outward reſtoring of Religion and worſhip 
matyrumn,ame- of God ; 'Chalenging Gods right to his own Houfe of-prayer /when 
rior in confi _verouſneſs had madeit « den of theeves, The ipriefthood oo rrng 
ws 


wc — not by reaſon of the immeralitres of the Prieſts among -the 


in moribus nor did 'the DidaCticall or Teaching authority ceaſeifrom Moſes bu 
- ood ne wh Chair and {ucceſsion, becauſe mays bona a Phariſces( who wete 
Ber, $-33- men of corrupt do&rine, and hypocriticall- manners ) fate rheresn, 
Peri Carbedy;z and raught the Traditions and inventions of men mixr with the com- 
occupat. tax- Wands of Gerd; No more did, or doth the Evangelical] Miniftryand 
quim Leo pa- Sacraments ceate, by reaſon of any Papall arrogatings, or 'other hu- 


rains ad pre- tions. 
dam bella 4. 9 addition 


pocelyptice ciui datum eft os loquens blaſpbemias,& bellum gerere cum ſandtis, Be ep.125, Maz21.1g. 
Cbriftus emplum Dei caupon;bus & latronibus deturpatum non diruit aut penitus deteftarar, fed purgs- 
howk vr - oy ejiciends Dei domum w droiniarem u{tm afſirit : & rf nn in prifliuncs boeren 
reſtitvit. Chem. Mar.23.2, Mat.15.6, 
Invidinatio 4- Therefore the wiſdome and piety of the learned-and-godly Re 
[pua nn BIVE- (op yers.of theſe Weſtern Churches, elpecially here in England, \eon- 
js” redaat  nted:themmſelves with caſting out what ever corrupt 'doEtrines; tit 
ord natiouem , - Y 5-0 - 4%. 
vitio Telifto rem Pure mixtures, vain cuſtomes, and ſuperſtitious fancies;the palya- 
ad" legitimam nitie and novelty had bujlt upon thoſe divine and antient founditi- 
wodum rev%a- ons of Chriſtian rebgion; which were layd by the Apoſtles;and Prims- 
ent. Need: | rive maſter-builders, all over the world; Whole Canon the Scrip- 
dc Reform, tires, together with found DeRrme, holy'Miniftry, comly Govern- 
Luther owned ' mie11t, ' Sacramemall feals, :and :other[Chtiftian duties of prayer, fa- 


1.0 other call 


of fepdr ation. from the: Charchaf Rome. 299! 
ting,Cc. they rettored wich all gravity; moderation and ecxaQne!s, ot Ordinzzion 
with duc regard both to the clear jenſe of Scriptar:s, and the ( athe- gs Miniſter, 
lick prabti)e of Churches, Conforming of all things, either to the cx- ng _ 
prets Precepts and-Inftitutions of the word of God, or to tho'e gc was made a 
nerall Ine ddicnts, which allow liberty of Prudence, and difterence in Presvyrer in 
matters Cirewmft axially in all which the Prizrive Church had gone *Þ* Rowiſh 
before them. Herein they were not fo weak;;avd heady,. as to be pars yongert 
_ ſcandalized with, and infolently to rejet all things, that the Papa!} rifle i0.pu8-70, 
or Romiſh party had both received and retained in religious uſes 4b Epiſcopo 
from former and berrer times, either as Chriſtians, or Biſhops, or- pru+ /4* *dmatr's 
dent men z for ſo they had very fillily deprived themfelves, and all pa fa wa 
the Reformed Churches, of all thoſeScriptures,/ Sacraments, holy du- Tyec ation 
ries, Order, rites, and good cufteoms, which the Pope: and Romilh gueſivit ordl- 
party had ſo long uled, not as Popes, by any Antichriftian policy, */:ouem, G:- 
power and pride, bur as they were. Chriſtians, having received them rac d4t, fer J 
in a duc (ucceſſion at firſt, ( though after much depraved ) fromthole jv couſom 
holy Predecefſors , which | had been Martyrs' and Confeffors in & culpam, in- 


that famous antient Roman-Church+. : ' ter atum &- 
| exceſſum.Tert. 


Ly oy. Shanks Nox nezendum ef} bonum quod remaxſit propter malum qued preceſſil 
Ep.49, ; 


No judicious Proteazt or trulyreformed Chriſtian, whoſe con- ( 2) 
ſcience is guided by Science, and: his reforming zeal rempered\with How far 
true charity, either doth, or ought to recede farther from ({ommmnion neceſiary 
- with the Koman Church, than he ſees that hath receded from: the and ſafe to 
rule of Chrift, and the Apoſtolicall Precepts, or binding examples, be ſeparated 
expreſſed in the Scriptures, {o far as concerns the true faith, in its from the Ro- 
Do&rines, Seals, and fruits of | iron ron matters of extern and maniſts. 
prudential order, every Church hath-the ſame liberty which the Ro- 44 quamenng, 
man had, to wle or refute ſuch-ceremonials, as they thought fit, and —_ Sar 
to theſe every good Chriſtian may conform. In many things we ne- j;u —, 
cefſarily have communion with the Pope and Papiits, as im the na- {i pats ſtenda- 
ture and reaſon of men ; In ſome things we ſafely may, as in rules {wm av: fate 
and praQiiſes, politick, civill, juſt, and: charitable, as' Governours wo 
either Secular or Ecclefraftical; | In many things we ought im con- Poet es B. 
icience and religion to have communion with them,” fo tar '2s they Aambroſii.” 
profeſs the truths of Chriſtian religion, and hold any fundamentals 
of faith ; And however they do by mit-interpreration of Scriptures, 
or any Antichriſtian additionals of falſe dottrines, of impious- or fu- 
perftitious practiſes, feem to us rather 'to overthrow, or bury the good 
foundations, than rightly and :orderly ro 6xi/d upon them. ( for 
which ſuperſtrutures rout fallacious conſequences 'we recede from 


them, and diſpute with them 3 ) yet we do not renounce all 'they 
hold, or do in common with us as Chriſtians. PAs 


For 


240 of Separation from the Church of Rome,” 


Inthe Lords For inſtance ( it being not now a place to _ them ) We 
Supper, cannot own, as the Catholick ſenſe of Chriſt, of the Scriptures, or 
1 C-/,11,27. the Primitive fathers, that ſenſe which they in later times have gi= 
Whoſoever ven of the words in the Sacramental "Conſecration of the. 

mo ay any Supper, by which m raiſe thar ſtrange doQtrine of Tranſubſtantia» 
28.50 let him £50, unknown to the firſt Fathers; And which ſeems to us x,con 

cat of that to the way of Geds providence, both in naturall, and in religious 
bread. things, which changerh not the ſubſtances and natures of things, but 
rp ay ,7** the relation and uſe of them, from naturall and common ,/ co myſt 

4.4 rk call and holy ; 2. Contrary alto to the utuall ienie of all Seriprare 
quam ſignificat phraſes, and expreſſions of the like:nature, where: things are (myſti- 
nancapart: bin caJly related by religious inſtitution; and fo. mutually denominated 
au et Pe- ,;thout eflentiali changes; 3. Contrary to the common pri::ciples 


——_ of right reaſon, f4. And contrary . to the teltimony of four ſenies, 


Q. 57.in Le- ſight, taſte, ſmelling, and hearing, which arc the proper organes, 
pp 6 experience ond yerdit of things 1cyſible, we judge in we 
what their nature isg 5. Contrary .alſo to the way and end that 
Chriſt propoſed, to rengthem a Chriſtian receivers faith z/- which: is 
not done, by what is more obſcure and harder to be believed than the 
whole myſterie of the Goſpell, as recorded to us in the Scripture « 
There being nothing leſs imaginable, than that Chriſt gave his Die 
ciples his own. very body, each man to cat him whole and extire, and 
ſo ever after, when he was then at table with them, and is now; by 
an Article of faith believed to be as man in heaven ; Thele- andthe 
like ſtrange fancies of men, which draw after them many great ab- 
{urdities and contraditions, both in ſenſe and reaſon, and the nature 
of things; being no way —— to the religious uſe, end,and 
comfort of the Sacrament, we reject, together with the conſequential 
Idolatry of worſhiping the bread : Alſo the ſacrilege of deraining 
the Cup of the Lord from the | 07 ar cannot allow, as being con- 
trary both-to the primitive practiſe of the Church, and to the expreſs 
command of Chriſt in the Inſtitution, which was after alſo revealed 
to St. Paul by Chriſt bimſelf. Yet Rill we uſe and obſerve the $a- 
cramentall Elements, with the fame high eſtimation and veneration, 
which piousand pureſt artiquity ever did bear to that Sacred myſterie; 
how ever we forbear to uſe ſome of their expreſſions, whole Oratory 
occafioned in part the after error, which miſtook that, as ſpoken of 
the Bread in its nature, which magnified it only in the Sacramentall 
ule :nd myſterie, which is deed yery high; retaining both the Ele- 
ments, words, and holy form, which Chr inſtituted; and Chriſtians 
alwayes uſed, not ſo much diſputing and determining the manner of 
Sacramenta)] unicn, as endevouring after thoſe graces, which may 
make us worthy Communicants, and reall partakers of the Bcdy 
and B.ood of Jeius Chiift, when we do receive that -dreadfwll, yet 
mo 


How far ſeparating may. be nd Schifmi; 
moſt deſirable feal of owr F aith, which configns fuller tous, and con- 
&rms in uy thoſe comforts, which as finners we -want, and may 
have molt really and oxly from Chrift ; nor'by eating his fleſh in a 
bodily aud grols way with our mouths; bur by recciving him by a 
trueand Jively fairh into our louis; as hes tet forth to as #n the 
Scriptures to be God incarnate ; the only Saviour of the world'z 
of whoſe merit, death, paſſion, body and blood, we are by the fame 
faith, (though in lels degrees of ſtrength,) really partakers, and nou- 
iſhed to cternall life, before we receive him in that Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper; yea though we never ſhould have opportunity fo 
to receive him ; which is but.the ſame objee received be the ſame 
faith, ro the ſame end, though in a different manner, and with dif- 
ferent degrees. | 

So [A Baptiſm ; we retain the ſubſtance of that holy Sacra- Baptiſm. 
ment, as we find it in the Scriptures, rejeRing only thole ſuperfluous 
dreſſes (of Salt, Spirtle, Oy], Infſufflation,” and the iike)-which cum- 
ber and deform that duty and Ordinance, - but they : da not: deſtroy 
it, nor do eyer any Proteſtants, that are of any: name or honour for 
Religion, re-baptite thoſe, who were baptiſed in the KomarChurchiz (i radice. 

The Apocryphall addictions of the Romiſh Church to the Ca- nun cmnlts am 
non of the Scriptures, we rejeR from being rules 'of faith (however ly the Apocal, 
| we approve their excellent morals) And this we do upan- the fame *Pocrypha 
grounds, that the Jewiſh Church of old, and the Primitive Chriſti- 2 On 
an for the moſt part ever did ; yet we retain thoſe books as - ora= tarea,” ©  * 
cles of God which we haye. received with and from the Romiſh Foſephu {, x. 
Church,as of divine inſpiration; Fortingts that teſtimony which both ys puke 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Churches fidelity, have given us of them: heve pa cy 
nice and diff-rent Books but only 22. which are juſtly called Divine, (mi lza/F+ vie amvlezzen;) 
Mojir 5. Prophet, 13. P{al.4. :The reſt from Artazeres to theſe times have nor the like credit, 
becauſe not a cectain ſucceſſion of Prophets. {x | 


The 'e:uxe, dull, fpiritlef, and formall deyotions, pe 2 and Prayers "OM 


e molt, /,, wage nov 
and with ſo many vain. repetitions, we retwle-; = ſtill we retain ,, > | 
| 


and Angels ; of Auricular contcfſhion; of diſpenſing by: ;Indulgenc 
the merits, or fu perogating 71 htcouſneſs of ſome Chuiftian 


thers ; Since in theſe and the like matters, which -I only touch, wy 5 uanotyſy 3-4 


Niſ. de Phacilla orat. Funeb. Delinquens oli Deo cogniln de reatu wide and bo mine 5 wes 
reconda conſcientia non cogitar. Ser.34, Chryſol, Se Beef. 42, N3n ezpedic eumibuu wnia 
2que ſcimus de nobis, in Canc. Ti 


aonorg/- 


— 


How far ſeparating may be wo Schiſm. 
being nor my work now to handle thoſe controverſies which haye 
been lo tully diſcuſſed by many learned men of this Church of 

ard, whole works praite them 3 We find no Scripture ground, on 
for precept or permiſſion. 

So likewi ein the ambitious claims of the Popes — judye- 
ment ; His univerſal jxriſdi&tion, and Supreme Authority over aff 
Churches and Councils ; We deny it, as un w»ſwrpation gotten 
induigences of ſome times and Princes ; alfo by the flatteries, frauds 
cruclties, power and policies of ſeverall Popes in their lucceſfions : 
bur not grounded on any Law, or right, either humane or divine: 
neither by the Inſtitution of God,nor by the conſent of all Churches: 
Yer we deny not to the Pope ſuch a primzacy of place, or priority of 
order and precedency as is rcalonable and juſt either in G Koman 
mo as a Biſhop; or ina Comncill, as Biſhop of that famous 

ity. 4 

F In like manner for the ſacred order and fwnition of rhe Mini- 
ſtry ; we reje& what ever imaginary power or will-worſhip is an- 
nexed to the office by humane ſuperſtition ; but we approve the ant- 
ent form of Commithon, and Divine Authority derived by them to 
Presbyters and Biſhops, for Preaching the word, celebrating the $a- 
craments, reconciling penitents, uſe of the Keys in'dodtrine, or juriſ- 


ls.che Rowan, diction and Government ; Alfo of the contmued power of Ordi- 


kcall , 

The Biſhop tro andthe like what ever we findto be ſpwrioms ifſnes, of meer humane 

. be cenſecraned jnyention ; of Scriptare-leff opinions ; of groundlefs traditions, ob- 

is charged at- 1, ,ded, as matters of Religion, upon the conlciences of Chriſtians, 

war many Ce- 

remzon:ies and 

wodes, with the ſtones : yet fill we redeem and preſerve alive the yp. 6-2 
the Chil- 


this, as his of- (; Ss "fs Sh pp 
Goe and duty , lucceſſion, the Sons of Si ”; the I(frael of God : and juſtify 


To Judge 


natian, for a ſucceflion of Miniſters m the Church : In all theſe 


we ule that jaft 1everity, which we think the Apoſtles and Primi- 
tive fathers would have done, to daſh theſe Babyloniſh brats agamſt 


'? dren of trye wiſdom and of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, that is, the di- 
inter __ to Yineand rrely religious Inſtitutions, upon Scripture grounds, alchough 


conſecrue,to we find them to have been led Captive, and a long time 
confer holy 


Priſoners by any unrighteouſnels, policy, ſuperſtition, tyranny, co 


+ pr beth © vetouſneis or ambition, in the Walls and Suburbs of Badbylem. 

al to ay * Though rares were ſown among the good Seed in the Field of the 

firm : afrer Church, while men flept, yet we mull not be ſuch waſters, as to de- 

n= Con- troy the Corn with the weeds ; or to refuſe both, becaple we like 
| | - 


Kerators #7" not one ; Though our Fathers ate ſour grapes and our teeth were 
cet Aory an edge, we mult not therefore pull all R. teeth our of our heads. 


8 der, and their hands on his head, ſay theſe words, Rereive the baly Spirit + 3. e. the iſts.and 


*o be a Biſhop, or. chief Paſtor : co rexch and rule in the Church. So the Pregbyrer is F rhe 
Biſhop ordeyning and othe' s with him impoſing their hands. on the head, eni 


"'Bfeſd, 20 govern, co Preach and to Bagtiſe, as becames his placeand Office. Mac 


To offer, 
+H3-35- 
| Dive 


What Separation neceſſary in juſt Reformations. a43” 
Diyine initir#tions are rmeorrnptible ; nor can' any eerrupticn of 
mens minds or matters ccaſe on them, any more than * pytrefaction *.q 2.34 cytes. 
on the Sun beams, wben it ſhines on a Carkais or Dunghi'l : We m, vs awwn 
may be cor;upted, but huly Ordinances are like God alwaies the (t grnwe Me 
ſame, when reſtored to their Primigive Inflituucn, which is their fnboaoonn 
Stare of Integrity. Riches and honour are not unwelcom, tuoizgh thaoua 9 
deicend ro men from unworthy Anceſtors ; Nor ſhould Re- munter ; not 
ligion ſo far as its title is good by the word of God, cither in  ſtrickt vitieutur me- 
precept and inttiution, or in prudence joyned with piety and de- va9%m pel- 
cency. Good pictures will recoves the beauty, when the foyl is {00.7 _— 
waſhed cf. ipſee (ut wes 
In a word,we retain the truth, faith, holy myfter ies, Catholick or- voices arg 
ders, conſtant Miniſtry, and commendable manners, which the la- !#5m) ſed nes 
ter Romaniſts have derived and continued from the firſt famom —— 
Church in thatplace ; nor do we think it ether conſcience or pru- ms 
dence to deprive our lelves of any rhing Bivine, though delivered 
to us by the lels pure hands of men ; or to caſt away the proviſion 
which God lends us, though it be by Ravens ; or to Anathemariſe 
all the Romiſh Church ho!ds of faving Truths, becauſe it hath m 
the Councill of Trem Anathematiled tome Truths, 
The Biſhops of Rowe were alwaics more cunning, than to ab- 
rogate, or caſt away thole eſſentials, the main foundations and pil- 
lars of true Chriſtian Religion, 'as the word, rhe Sacraments, the Mi- 
uſtry,and Government of the Church, on which they knew the 
vaſt moles, and over grown ſwperftrattare of the Pomificiaw pomp, _ 
profic, pride, reputation, policy and power, (through the credwuhrry, MR_ 
of pcop'e, and b1;n4 devotion of moſt men, in theſe Weſtern Churches) — 
was built and ſuſtained : Nor can any thing more contribute to the /ruexde pamie 
Popes depraved content,or repair his par:zcxlar intereſt, in this We- ſedrepw gands; 
ſtern world, than to fee, any fo heady, raſh, and mad Reformers, 19% #1 uends 
25 ſhall reſolve to quarreli with, and to caft quire away, all thoſe oy 3aps 1 
things of Chriſtian Religion, whichever paſſed through the hands abb þ 


Duties, Sacraments, Scriptures, order, and manners) as it would de 3? o_ 


will our Religion be, if we reje& all, that was uſed by the , who * cpÞ re uk 
abuſed Sans, refoengats — af.er only adhere to the bog- Jn «han 
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gery of Seekers ; atrending new InſtruRions from Heaven, inſtead 
of following ancient Chrittian and Catholick Inſtitutions. 
3. Certainly, Church Reformations -in things R-Jigious, ſhould 
Of Church be carried on with all acurare (tritneſs and rigor in clear point; of 
Reformati- ſaving truths, and in things of divine Iniftitution fo confefled b 
ons, with all; yet alſo, with much charity, candor, moderation and diſcretion 
moderation towardany Chriſtians in other things ; wherein we mult differ from 
and charity. them : Yet no further, than they ſeem to us to derogate from he 
ds Liners $4. truth and word of God ; and io become detrimentall to mens fouls. 
—_——_—— It is a commendable Schilm, which ſcparates the Corn 'from' the 
yy "oP chaff, and the Gold trom the Drots; neither retaining - both in + 
thing is juſt confuſion, nor caſting away both in a paſſion : In thus doing all 
bur what was things with meekneſs of wiſdom, Chriſtians may not only be able, 
wiſcly modc- upon fob:r and judicious grounds from Scripture, and the Catholick 
F_ conſent of the Fathers, to maintain what they do, |as wile Refor- 
mers of abutes ; but alſo the bettcr invite others to embrace, and to 
approve our *uſt and well-rempered Reformation ; in the wnpaſſio- 
ate purity whereot others will the eaſier ce, as in a ſmooth and 
true Glaſs, their yet remaining [pots and deformities, 

Reformation of Churches is beſt done, not by cutting off the 
head of Religion, but by taking off thole m2asks and viſards which 
hide its face and beauty : Men will belt ſee their errors, not by force 
pulling their eyes out of their heads, but by fairly. raking away the 
motes or beams of prejudice, error and pertinacy, which are in their 
eyes, Which hinder them, not trum ſeeing at all, but*from ſeeing 
{o we'l, as we (in truth) think they may, and in charity wiſh: they 
would. | 

Tab By this ſhield of moderaticn and charity, proving all my and 
Slat, jv retaining what 1s good in all, (with our pitty and prayers for any 
297 ko ww Chriſtians, wherein we think they erre, as differing therefore 
xerwforir x; in- us, becauſe from the rule which God hathſet for his Church in things 
Mis ewe, mode- pertaining to Divine. worſhip * ) we juſtly' defend our ſelves, in this, 
= hy Gag and other reformed Churches, (that are of the ſame temper and 
tween the ex. CÞarity in their Reformations) fromthe fin and ſcandall of Schiſm ; 
ceſs and de- when we fairly and freely declare, that we ſeparate no further 
fe; Neither f,om the Churchof Rome,or any other particular Church,or Chriſtian 
af = Wy man, than we are by the word of God perſwaded, that they ſepa- 
eiying all, and 747* from Chritts holy rule, and from the cuftom and Do&tine of 
hold ng the the Catholich Church ; whole bounds and marks are the: famenes of 
good. divine truths, and the unity of the Spirit,” in Charity, which" we 
{rue Re- yetainto all Chiiſlians,. as faras ſuch, with whom, while we de- 
formation _ fire tuch communion, of trae fairh, holy order, and obedierce, toge- 
free from ther with love, as they do with Chriſt, and all true Chriftians, we 
Sthiſm.' - -" cannot in our own ccniciences, nor other mens centures; 'be te 
: X Sc hiſmaticks 


-” 


% 


Antichriſts among Chriſtians erroneovs or uncharitable,” - 245 
Schiſmaticks, as the Novatians and Donatifts of old were ; who to 
challenged the title of the Church to their faRions, as to cxclude a'l 
others, andrefuſe the oftersand means of accord, As Cyprian Ep. 95. 
and eAuſt. Ep. 164. tell us. 

To which brands of Schiſm we are then lyable only, when we 
recede, or ſeparate from vihible communion with any Church, with- 
out juſt and weighty cauſe ſhewn out 'of the word ; or when we 
oo further from them than there is juſt cauſe, and that too without 
charity ;zefufing the good which they have, while we withdraw 
from the evill we ſuſpe& : Which would be thd caſe of the Church 
of England in this point of immoderate Reformation ; it we ſhould 
(as ſome would have us) therefore ſeparate from all Scriptures, Sa- : 
craments, Miniftry, Primitive Government, and order, becaule 
all theſe were retained, uſed, and after abuſed much, by the Roman 
Chureh and Papalt party : we are bid to come out of Babylon, Rev. 
18.4. but not to run out of oxr wits; to att, as Gods people, with 
meekneſs, moderation , and Charity , not with that 7 aig p 
paſſion and cruelty which makes us as Suns of Belial, inordinatly 
run from one Antichriſt to another. 

Many Chriſtians in the Roman Church may have in them mach Une bar: 
of Antichriſt in ſome Finds, and ſo (God knows) may many o- , 79: = d>5;6f 
thers, in other kinds ; either in DoE@rine or manners ; in endleſs pore 5” on 
innovations, and unletled confufions ; or in rigor and uncharitable- # png 6l 
neſs; A'l which may betray us, to what we feem moſt to abhor inf @ 07 
Antichriſt ; for if nothing have more of Chriſt, than (harity, no- , Sinus 
thing can have mcre of Antichriſt , than that #»charitableneſs, j;giyia venu- 
which many men nouriſh for zeal ; miſtaking a Cockatrice for a ru Anticbri- 
Dove ; and a firy Serpent for a Phenix. Which may be, as Anti- f#v _ 
Chriſthan in popular furier, as 1n papail tIyrannes : in confuſions as roms any pre 
in oppreſſions. It is ſtrange how fome men cry cut againſt the cr#- 
elty of ſome Papiſts (which mdeed hath been very great) when yet, Dui Chriſti now 
they have the ſame Spirit of de/truttion in their own breaſt both a- ef antichrifti eſt 
gainſt the Papiſts and others : longing for ſuch a Kingdom of Chriſt Jeron,Ep.$7. 
(as they call it) and ſuch a downfall of Amichriſt, which ſhall *4 Panal. 
confit in War,” and Blood, and Maſlacres againſt and among all 
Chriſtians, which are not of their mind and tide.” We think, that 
in charity we ought not to impute the faults and errors of every 
Poje, of Doftor of the Roman fide, to a!l thole of that profeſſion ; 
Nor ought we take thoſe learned men among them alwaies at their 
worlt ; finding: there is great diffterence' between what they may 
hold in the heat of pablike diſputes, and what they opine and pra” 
Ctile in a private way ; noPare their death-bed renets alwaies the 
lame, with thoſe of their Chayrs and Prgpits. Beſides, many of the 
more deyout and learned men among them, are now both in _m__ 
1:3; ; 


- 


246 of Anti-Chriſt among Chriſtians erronious or micharitable, 
ons and lives, much more modeſt holy and Reformed, than ſome 
were heretofore, whoſe Reformation in judgement or manners, in 
verity, purity,and charity we do really congratulate and joy in, | 

And, for the Body of the common people among the Roma. 

niſts, many are ignorant of thoſe dilputes, wherein the miſtaking 

is moſt dangerous ; Which if they do bold, yet it is under the pex- . 

945 2 ſeduts {waſion and love of truth, rezaining (till the foundation of Chriſt Cry. 

oF {. Cified, and hoping for {alvation only by ns metrics; (as many now 

100m accepe- profeſs to do)and living in »o kzows ſ1n;but firiving to lead an holy and 

W147, quariunt charitable lite in al chings;Charity commands us tothiak,that in tuch, 

auto cute the mercy of God(accepting their {incere love 10 the truth, and their un- 

ew wecks i feigned obedience to what they know, )perdons particular ergors which 
parati cum in- they know not to be ſuch, & wherein no huſt of pridc,ox cov 

venermt, by ne- c, cither obſtructs,or diverts them from the way of Truth ; Though 

quaquam ſunt (\« ſuperſtrattures may be many of ſtraw and ſtubble, which ſhalt 


tuter bereticos ; . . - 
u:aadi Auſt, periſh, yet holding the forndation Chiilt crurcified in a £0n- 
_ f icience, they ſhali be ſaved im the day of the Lord ; Though the weſ= 
1 Cor.z.12. ſell be leaky in many places, yer by great carein Reeriug, and fhe- 
uent pumping (that is rr#e faith and repentance) it may keep the 
(ont from Shipwrack and drowning in perdition, which is enbar- 
ked inthe bottom of Chriſtian Religion, and which ſteers alwajes 
by the compaſs of confrience, ſetting all- the points of couſcience, 
by the Chart or rules of Scriptare ; as neer as he cant attain by his 
R teachers, or his own indatry. 
We arc {orry for ous neceſſary differences from the Romaniſts 
or others ; which yet our conſciences ſo far command us, as we . 
think cur ſelves enlightned by the word of God ; contrary to which 
we cannot, and ought not tobe forced atually to conform, or to 
comply with any men in things nm Yet have we no luſt of 
fattion, no delight in .» uri no bloody principles, or tenets, ar 
gainſt any ChriRians ot any particular Church; deffring the fame 
charity from them to us ; which may, in lefler difterences from cach 
other, yet unite us to Chriſt, and to the Catbolick Charch, as true 
parts of it, though infirm, or diſeaſed : This temper we ſhould noc 
deſpair of in the deyouter and hambler Romaniits ; if they were 
not daily enflamed, by politick, Spirits and violeat Zigots among 
them, who will endure no Religion as Chriſtian, which doth not 
kiſs the Popes Pantofie, or hold his ftirrop, or ſubmit to that pride, 
fAlattcry and tyranny, which ſome of them have 2feRed - when in» 
deed it i}Þ becomes thole, that chalenge a chief place in Chriſts 
Church, to be fo vaſt'y different from rhe example of the crucified 
Saviour of Chriſtians. 
Such taJents then as have been ence divinely delivered to the 
Roman (astoal! other Chriftian Churches,) we have all aright to as 


leiyers 
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belieyers in private, and as Chriſtians or Churches in publike com- 

munion and profeſſion ; nor can thele Jewels be ſo embezeled, by 

being buried, or abuſed, but that we may lafely take them up clear, 

8nd ule them ; together with thole other which we have obteined, 

chrough the grace and bounty of our Lord and Maſter Jelus Chrilt ; 

In whole name and right, we (as a part of his Catholick Church) 

received them fuſt, and enjoy them now, only Reformed, according 

to what we firſt received of them ; without any prejudice- or dimi- 

nution to their true and intrin{ecall worth (which is divine) by 

realon of our fellow ſervants former, vr preſent idle, imperious, im- 

pure or injurious uſe of them ; We acccpt and uſe the holy veſſels, 

which belong to the temple, and the Lord of the Church, wichour 

wr ps Prom ph are —_ reſtored _ of the Koa bands £22. 7- 

of reyelling B LEYS 3 c remaining þ{ver cenſers are holy, Numb, 16. 
the hand and fire were bs which were applyed 4 4 


then may be, and certainly is, ood, holy, b 
and divine, as ner Ho the mo Ay and HE rh wh Onr CMini- 
Miniſtrations, and duties are, when duly reſtored to their primitive try not from 
purity, order, and authority ; which go along with their right ſuc- 07 of the 
ceſhon ; notwithſtanding they are derived to us through or by the Pope, 
Romiſh Chureh, or the Popes dilpenſation ; yet do they not therefore 

deſcend po pre bur _ from Sn oe 19 — e his 

Church, an this Miniſtry, with a etuall power of ſ#cceſſion ; , 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the cite. ns of the Church, as of , ==>. 5 
every Soul, that truly believes and obeys (though with much un- «ls zeſpefts ; 
belief and frailty,) difdains not to Ya _ _ to ny _ buns a ve 
or Chriſtians, though they are not ſo faithfall to him ; though th - 
loſe their firſt wes. - aratog may . be fill bis, by what till ro geen, 
mains of ſoundnels and outward profcefiion ; Yea and Chrift will + obrinuerant ; 


vouchſafe to admit us againto the communion and covenant uf his £up in errari- 


love, even after long wandrings, and unkind abſences, when ever be $805 admiſ- 
we waſh ent Hd an9- 406 6 him, from our ova adulteries ge ney - wa 
and pollutions, He doth not utterly divorce any Church, when the gt Scribe & 

ſubltance and efſentials of Religion (which are but i 4 few things) Phaſes in Ca- 
do remain, notwithſtanding the many weretric:ons paints, and dif- a _ 
evilings, which-the wantonels of hnwane inventions may have put nn {ed 
upon it ; thereby disfiguring its Primitive beauty and gow ger nov ſine ſomen- 
Mans vanity and arrogancy againſt God or men, doth no whit ab= ts eroram, of: | 
ropare, either the righrwhich Chriſt, or any Church and Ch! iſtian avon ny 1 k 
poſterity hathto the purity and power of his gifts and inſtitutions, /dua, Fond 
in the right way of his M-niftry : All which may remain, with a 2 n&ibus. Ger, 
rard. de Minift, Rev.2.4. Jer.3. 1 Thou haſt played the harlor with thy lovers, yer return to 


me ſairhthe Lord. Rev.3.2. bleſſing 


Cont ammarunt 
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bleſſing in the root and Seed; though they be much peſtered, oyer- 
dropped, choked, and almoſt ſtarved by humane additions, which 
keep them for ſome time from their tull glory, vigor and extenſion. - 
Theretore the Jearned and -vodly Retormers of this Chriſtian 
(hurch in England, did notdig any new fountain of Ordination, or 
miniſteriall power ; as ſome Romaniſts calumniated at firſt, and 
were afterward convinced of the contrary, by Maſter Maſons lears 
ned defence of the Miniſtry of Erglard, as to its right {ucceſſion; 
but they only cleared that, which they ſaw was divine in the fuſt 
broaching or /»ftitution by Chriſt, and as in the pureſt deriyation 
by the Apoſtles ; however in time it became foul by hwmane fery+ 
lenciesand dregs as it paſled, rightly (though not pwrely) through the 
hands of tome Biſhops and Presbyrters) even to their dayes ; Nor 
was ever any thing required by the belt Reformed Churches, fur- 
ther to confirm and validate the eAnuthority or power Min:ſteriall, 
which any had reccived, when he was firſt ordeined Pre:byter, in 
the Romiſh Church , but only this, to renounce, not his Baptiſm, 
but his err-rs and former ſuperſtitions ; to profeſs the Reformed 
Truths of the Golpell, and accordingly to exerciſe that Miniſteriall 
power, which he had received, truly, as to the ſybſtance, and duly, 
as to the ſucceſſion ; both as to the Office conferred, and the per- 
ſons conferring it. Howloever the ſword of the Xiniſtry had through 
the negle& of thoſe, to whom it was committed, been ſuffered to 
contratt the rut of ſuperſtitions, and to loſe much of its beaut 
and /harpneſ# ; yetit was ſtil] that true and ſame rwo-edged ſword, 
which came out of the mouth of Jetus Chriſt, Rev. 2. 12. the fir 
ordeiner of, a peculiar ſetled Miniſtry in his Church ; Nor may it be 
broken or cal away, when it hath been rightly delivered ; but only, 
cleared, whetted and furbiſhed, from its rf, bluntneſs and dulneſs : 


| That Pen, which now writes blotting)y, might be well made art firſt, 


Mat.26.40, 


and will write tair:y again, if once the hairs or blurs, which its eb 
hath contracted, be but cleared from it : It js till Gods Field and Hus- 
bandry with good Wheat in it, though the enemy hath, while men 
ſlept, ſowen many tares ; Biſhops and Miniſters reformed may be 
Geds true /aboxrers and appointed Husbandmen, though» they ape 
ſome time /oytered ; as the Diſciples were Chriſts, when their eyes 
were ſo heavy to ſleep, that they could not watch with him that 
one hour of his moſt horrid agony, 

It werethen but a paſſionate ſcuffling with mad men, a moſt 
impertinent ditputing with unreaſonable minds, further to ar- 
gue about the Popes #ſurped or abuſed eAnthority in any kind over 
( hurches or Biſhops, or holy Ordinances and Miniftry : For which 
he had aslittle grounds of Sciipture or reaſon, as theſe Anti-AMini- 
ſteriall Ob efters have now, 2gainſt this Church of England, , 

[4 


) 


of the Popes pretended SupremecyinEngland; ' 249. 
the fun&tion of the Miniſtry in it; againtt which,theſe canning cavil- 

lers have not lo much pretence to argue from the Popes nſurpation, ob 

that our Miniſtry and Religion are all Antichriltian ;as they bave , 
both Scriptare, Keaſon,and Exp:rience,(befidesthe content of all Re+ * Bas 
formed Churches ) to conclude them to be rraly. Chriſtian ; if anger + 
or envie, or coyetoutnels had not blinded their blood-ſhotten eyes, -. © 
they might cafily fee lome of thoſe mwrghty works, which have been Mat.11.2% 
wrought on inens Souls, by the Miniſtry of England, fince the Refor- 

mation ; and without this. efficacious Minittry, 1 believe, neither 

theſe (:/ummniators had been fo much Chriſtian, as they pretend, 

nor 10 able ſpighttully to contend; with ſhewes of Piety, and popular _ 

falacies againtt the rrue Miniſtry of this Church, and the beſt Mi- 

niſters, with whole Heifer they have plowed. 

We know well,that not only the reformed Churches, but even the 5+ 
Gallican and Venetian ( which keep communion with the Romiſh Of the Popes 
Church, and Papall party ) beſides the Greek, Aſian, and African preterde 
Churches, do generally oppoſe, and vehemently deny - the Popes Suprematy- 
abuſrve nſurpations, both in things Ecclefiafticall and Secular : And !n England. 
this upon moſt pregnant grounds ; not only from Scripture,(wheuce | 
nothing was ever fairly and pertinently urged, as ſome places are 
fonly wreſted, and yet but little to the Popes adyantage } but allo, 
from * all Amiquity, after that Churches were increaſed and fet- C_ 
led, where the Fathers, and firſt famous generall- Councils, make Oy ns 
cleatly-to the Popes diſadvantage, as to. any power or  juriſdiftion in poteftatis acce- 
point of divine authority , which he -claims beyond , or above [9% , apo 
other Biſhops and Pre sbyters ; further than the Roman Dioceſs firſt, oo _ x 
and the Patriarchate afterward extended ; which divition and power mn i. 
for order take was agreed unto by ſome generall ( onncils ; where runt, quibuſg, 
other tour Patriarchs of Jeruſalem, Antioch, Conſtantinople, and, A- dectdentibus 
lexind-14, had alto a limited, yet equal) power in their reſpe&ive evan. 1+ tt 
Dioceſes and Provinces, with the Biſhop of Rowe. rg Fea 
c.5. : Ov; ſunt canſtitati in toto mundo in ſedibus Apoſtolorum, non ex genere cam ut fulib Aron, ſed 
jro unaus tipuſg, vita merits iis, 8c. 1d. Wbieung, fuerit Epilcopus ,frve Rome, ſt Evgubil,c. u/- 
dem ef mcyit4, cquſdem oft ſactrdotii, Jeron.. ad Evagr, Celcbri urbi frigidum oppidutum opponit. E- 


ral... verba Jeron. Omnes Apoſtoloriim ſucceſſores ſunt. 1d, Concil, Nic#n.1- Gregory the Great. 


oft proteſts again any Biſhops or Parriarchs, uſurping and chalenging the' tirle of Univerſals 
Epi{copu ant Paſtor , as a token of Antichriſtian pride. Concil. Hippenenſe. Anno 39 3- de prime je- 
ds Epiſcono 3.0% Romano. ut 16425 ifaper TH inler 3 dxgyy ingley b murnivggmy ni dn poop Fine 
wm + regs xgiid cx. Concil. Af. pag 11g. & pog.z18, canl bs They Excommunicated all chat 
appcaled beyond the Scatv other Proy:nce and Biſhop, , 

Nec guiſquam noſtrum Epiſcopum ſe Epiſcogorum conflituat,&«c. Duande omni babeat Bpiſcope pro 
lucentia libertatis & poteſtatis ſue a bitrium proprium, ut nec juditariab altero, nec judicare poſpt,Cyp. 
ror, 3. in'fine, - Hos erent tis caters Apoſtols quod fit Perrus, peri conſertia._ praditi & bouoris & 
poteſlatis, Sed exordium ab umtate profciſeitur, primatus Perro datur, ut uns Chrifil Eccleſia, & una 
Citbedra monliretur, Cyp.E piſcopatns wars eſt cuqus 2 fingalis Epiſcophs it ſolidum pars tenerur,Cypr. 
de uni.Eccl, & ep,27, 


©h--. Nor 


il, Chalced. anno 451, Can.9. 11.17. 


«/ 


250 Papal uſurpation no prejudice to the true Minifry. 
Galf. monum. Nor had the Pope then for the firſt fix hundred years after * 
1.11,c.12, Chriſt any authority, icarce any name in theſe Britiſh Churches, 
Sec Biſhop which were undoubredly converted by ſome Apoſtles or Apoftolicalf 
Godwin, SUC- \yien ; who left after Kirg Lnicins his time a famous and flouriſhins 
ceſlrs of E08” fuccetion of Biſhops, Presbyters, and Chriſti ; 
lid Biſhops, fucccfiion of Bi "Ps resbyters, and Chriſtians, Jong'before an 
Lucins rex in pretenſions of the P5pe over thele Britiſh Churches : To which the 
Angha conver- Britiſh Biſhops in Wales were ftrangers; nor would they own at that 
ſus ad fdem tome, when Auſtin the Monk came from Gregory the Great ; who 
Chriſti , amo ; fy | Ak + | 6 ' o ; ; 
chiftiz6g, KN hither more outof Chriftian charity than any Authority to con- 

i 4- . , 4 
Th:ceBithops vert the Saxons, who had by war and barbarity quite extinguiſhed 
our of Eng- Chriſtianity with all Biſhops and Miniſters out: of Erglard, and ha 
———_ forced the tormer holy Biſhops and Miniſters to fly into Wales, Ire- 
___ T3 land, and Scotland ; from whence afterwards in a oratefull vicifficude 
Adolphins of "the Engliſh (replanted ) Churches received ( tor the moſt part) 
Colcheſter,were borh their Converſion and eſtabliſhment by a Succefſion of night 


bf — Ordeined Biſhops and Presbyters ; for Auſtin the Monks Plantay- 


France cleven 91 22d preaching extended-nor beyond Kent, Swrrey,, and; the adja- 
years before Cent places ; as Venerable Bede telJs us; and our learned Country- 
the Nicene, man, Sir Henry Spelman. ; Et 

I as ; 
nes See the Letter to Aſtin the Monk cited before, ſent from the Clergy and 
Monk of Bangsr. Sir Hen. Spelman, Concil,Brit, pag.1g8, a1.an,y90, Omninm provinacious prima 
B/ikenia publiciius Chriſti nomen1ecepit. Sabel.Enn,7 | 5. Bedal.2.c.2, ” 


The ambitious {ſzrrpation and Antichriſtan as: heh of the 


Papall power and ſupremacy afterward, over Biſhops and Miniſters 
here 11 Englard,to which the title of ({br1ſt,St.Perer,or the Catholick, 
Chmrches eft1bliſhment, is poorly begged, and falſly pretended, we'the 
Miniſters of the Church of England cyer did,and do,as mwwch abhor as 
any of thele men can, who are {oagainft the now Reformedand eſt4- 
blijhed Miniſtry, which we have vindicated from Papal and ſuper- 
(rious additaments, and aflerted, or reſtored to it Primitive and 
Script#rall dignity, and divine authority, which it never loft ; but 

only, not fo clearly diſcovered, during the times of darkneſs and' 0 
preſſion. Our jcaloufie now is, leſt the malice and'aiviry .of thoſe, 
that.now diſpute, and a againſt our thus. reformed-and profjirea 
Mimiſtry, ſhould prove ere long the Popes beſt Engines, and fattors, 
that ever he had in this Church ſince the Reformation ; if they can 
( as they have begun, and go on apace ) but fo far prepare the way 
or the reintrodutltion of the Papall power, and Remiſh party, as 10 
caſhier all the learned, reformed, and duly ,Ordeined . Miniſters W 
Eny land, both as to their order, authority and government :willnot 
this Church ina few more years of confuſion, and negleQ;becoine, 33 
a fallow and unfenced field, fit for the Papal ſubtilty and Romith acti- 
vity, which he will plow with zn Ox and an Aſſe together, the _ 
xe 


of Moderate Reformation. 251 
wed Jeſuit, joyned to the fanatioh, Donatiſk ;_ The Semizary Prieſt; 


with the gifted brethren ; Friers preaicam with Prophets mendicant ? 
Go that no wile man, that loyes. the Ryformed religion and. the 
Church, can think others than that the band of Jeab'ss in this mat- 
ter, Achitophel is in (ounſell with Abalom. The Conclave of Rome 
& wanting 5 its intereſt, if it conſpires ftrongly with this Anti- 
miniſterial fabtion ; 1 {ſhould be glad to be as Hwſhai the- Archite, 
2 means to diſcover, b'aſt ,.and bring to. nought all thoſe deſperat 
connſells and n:achinations, which are layd by any againſt this -re- 
formed Church, and its true Miniſtry ; ' The happy and ſealonable 
defeat of which, by Gods bleſſing to this Church and Nation, 1 do 
yer hope may be ſuch, as ſhall make all Apoſtatiſing and nngratefull In Ui'zum du- 
Polnicians, rather repent of their Apoſtacies, and ice their folly, 3666 < fue 
than follow the fare of that diſloyall renegado, a traitor at once to Hor, 
his friend and fovercign. 431 
I contels I am not for ſuch Reformations, as too wwnch ſuſpett 6, 

the prudence, or vilifie the piety of anr forefathers, therby to extoll Reformation 
ſome mens after zealand $kiil, The errors and defets of the Ar- ought to re- 
tients joyned with their charity and ſincerity, I believe were far more erence Ar- 
pardonable with God, than the late fwries and crweltres of tome? equity. 
men, pretending to mend thoſe crrors, and ſupply thoſe defe&s. Not Mabizm cum 
that it is ſafe for us to retwrn to what we now ſee by the word of God [@#ii overt 
tobe an error; But we may in charity excule their ignorance 7 poartyor— a 

ſome things of old; while yer we commend and imitate that wiſdom, (era 
hoacky, order, and gee of religious profeſhon which was in them, 
far beyond the Modern tranſports of ſome mens giddineſs and levity, Platoand 4i- 
which tols them from ſ#perſtition abuſing, roſuperſtition utterly re- fetle comend 
fuſing all thoſe things which are not only convenient in; Prudence, that Viklaame- 
but neceflary in Piety ; as being Ramped and eſtabliſhed by divine ©? —_ 
Inſtitution; ſuch as this of the Evangelical Miiftry hath been pro- max ton in all 
ved to be. Keformations way bend fo much from 1be Pope, on the things,though 
right hand, til] they meer him again on the left, forſaking: that re- it de Dſnwn- 


Qitude, uprightnets, and Rability of the Meer, in' which only the why ory, 5 


auth and honour of Religion doth conſiſt. ; 
Antichriſt which ſome are taught more to fear in the name and 
1n others, than to abhor in the thing andin themſelves,is at both ends 
or extremes of Religion ;zas well that of prophaneſs, confuſion, and 
defe& on the one fide, as that of ſwperſtirion and excels on” the 
other, We muſt love and entertain whet ever we find of Chriſts1rue 
Jewels, and the Churches ornaments, amidft the Conmterfeits, and 
rags of Antichriſt ; we muſt not ſlay-any of Chrifts ſheep, becauſe Luke 15.6. 
i was one aſtray, and is now found, but rather rake it up, and 
bring it home, and rejoyce to have found it. Nor _ we rend 
Girilts garment in pieces, becauſe - = be ſported, and ſoyled. by 
- 2 mens 
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x Pet.1.18, 


Mat.1 3,44+ 


Divine Inſtitutions incorruptible, 

mens hands, but rather ri»ſe and reſtore it to its primitive purity, A; 
Chriſt redeemed our Souls, {o mutt we redeem his holy 1nſtit utions 
and ordinances, { as muchas in us lyes ) from the vain' Converſion 
of the wortd; And then we may ſerve him in the holy wayes he hath 
appointed us without fear of fin, Antichriſt, or Superſtition, from 
which both our minds, and our devutionsare happily freed. , 

Every man hath caule to ſulpe&t eAntichriſt in his own boſome 
As the kingdom of Chriſt, {o the kingdome of Antichriſt is within 
us chiefly, Certainly, it 1s far better for rhe” Church and Chriftiahs 
to retain what is Chriſts, though in- common with any Antichriſts; 
than paſſionatly to caſt away all that is Chriſts, under pretence of 
detzſting Antichriſt; men may fall into facrilege, while they ſeem to 
abhor Idols, robbing the Church of what Gifts and dowry. Chriſt 
hath given her ; (among which, this of a Conttant and ſucceſſive 
Ainiitry, is a chief one in S:. Pauls account) and this white blind 
and prepoſterous zeal thinks to {trip the whore of Babylon, who 
dwells where ever diviſion and confuſion neftle in the Church, and 
torifle Antichriſt ( who may roolt in other places as well as Rowe.) 
It is ſafer tobe in Chriſts way, rhowgh it be rugged, and may have 
ſome inconveniencies through many infirmities, than to be- in* 
other, which may ſeem fairer and imoother to us. As the wncleas ſfpi- 
rit of groſſe Idolatry and ſuperſtition, may be caſt out for a fit, ſo 
he may return to his houſe ſwept, and garniſhed with flowers, and 
ſh:wes of piety, bringing ſeven worſe devils of Atheiſm, Pride, Pro- 


phanets, and uncharitablenets with him. Ir is the ſame evi/ Jpir : 


it 
which tcars the Church by cruel] Schiſms, with that which cafts 'ir 
into the fire of perſecution, and water of Superſtition ; There is- al- 
wayes hopesand means of falvarion, when there is a tr#e Mini 
though with many faults, yet of Chriſts ſeading, and the Chunches 
Ord*:ining ; but men may as juſtly deſpair of long enjoying the Gol. 
pels light, without a de and ſerled Miniſtry, as they may to have 
day long after the Sun is ſer, or Harveſt in Winter, As graces and 


© gifts internall, lo the means and Miniſtry externall, are part -of the 


wings of that Sun of righteouſneſs, who ſhines no where in the world 
among Chriſtians, without tome healrag, and faving vertue, ſeverally 
manifeſted, as to the inward ſaving power, but alwayes inthe ſame 
way, as to the conſtant outward Miniſtration, by which it is ordina- 
nly dilpenſed: Papall darkyings, or humane Eclypſings, are no 'war- 
rant. to aboliſh or cxclude; that light of thc Miniſtry, which Chriſt 
hath ſet yp ; Nor can we do the Devil, or any of his inſtruments 2 
greater greater ple:ſure, than quite to extimgniſh the lights of thus 
(bzurch, in ſtead of inufhag and clearing them : Better to haye din 
Lamps, than none art all ſhining in the houſe - of God. 
But indeed the fault of the Eng1ih Miniftry with ſome'men is, 
not ' 


a> & 


E xtremts in Reformations, | 
that they lighted their Lamps at'the Popes taper ; but that they! 
oe ad fo Nl ſhine 40, bright, as © offec $1600 his:, . —_ 
all - ochers -eyes', Who could not bear'the' ſplendor, of the Exgiſh' __ .. 
Churches both Miniſtry and Reformation, wherein|\Zeabaccordmy: 4 
'0 +»wl-dge,and wildome with ſobriety, had.at once purged away = 
what was vile, apd pnI__ what was preriom, with great: modera». jer.ty,'s: 

tion, diſtinguiſhing erween What was of humane mixture, ſuperſti- 

tion, or infirmity, and what was of - divine Inſtirurion, holy ſucceſſion, 
and avrhority. The fame'piety rejected the ons, and* retained” the 
other. TL be+:- - DUNE *f LIST 
I conclude then, that the Papall encroachment, or Romiſh: cor- 
wption, what ever it were, 15-10 Op againſt the Drvine autho- 
rity,and conſtant office of che Reformed, and reſtored- Miniftry in 
thy Charch ; It were: a- mad cruelty to knock our! Fathers on the : 


3532 


. 


head, or to cut their throats, becauſe they were diſeaſed; and as they! 


might , ſo-they ought in all piety to be heale#; How much more of 
perfect madneſs is it, for Chriftians to deſtroy their Fathers, who are» 
now perfe&ly recovered, and in good health, only becauſe they were 7. 
ſometime fick, or deſcended from infirm Progenitors? _ Fxtreniias tu 

It is eafie for well-aftected Chriltians to be over-(crupulans, and pej;y;o, 
over-righteous, ſo to over-att © im matters of Religion; as 'to' deſtroy: Fcel.7.16, 
themſelves before their time 5) like rude 'and wmwary Combatants, mwmys war © 
who overthrow themſelves, by over-reaching and overſtriking at <Mngia ns 
others beyond the meaſure of well-orderedand proportioned firength, rare” 1 
which alwayes keeps it ſelf ſtrong enough to rule or command, and ppc judiciues 
fo to preſerve it ſelf, There is 2 1ecret :de of ſelf-intereſt, prejudice, cum res tranſit 
or paſſion, which imperceivably carfies men another way, (-much. i= fetum. 
belide, or backward, or beyond what ſhould be ) when they think ns, 

os px | a nulla ſu- 

they ſteer with a ſur# core, 'and-full gale to the port of Keformaii- perſirione, wel 
on, in which not only  ſxcerity is required, -bur alto great diſcretion, lwntate wel ſpr- 
judgement, and moderation ; Therefore - Reformation is the work of Titus quaſt fer - 


er 
| No 4 : ventiore wehe- 
learned, wiſe, grave, w2ll tempered, 'and well experienced, as well as 5 


of godly and well-affe&ted Chriſtians, 'Reformers ought to be as > ;, ner. Cie. 
tull,and fober Phy feiams;'capable to. diftinguifh berween the ſtrengeh Cane. © 
of the dileaſe, and the ſtrengrh- of! nature z to preſerve and foment Fervor di/cre- 
the vitall {pirits, though they quench the fexveriſh flames, and eva- promantyn = 
cuate the vicious humours. | remregat.1d. 
Vulgar ſpirits ate rnde and riotous Ry formers, which come O= Vulgar Re- 
ly with their Axes and Hammers, without ws Chiſlels, or 'fmer formers. 
tools , they are a!l for battering down, and” breaking in pieces, no- Vid. Biſhop 
thing for pel:(hing and cleanfing. Hence it 1s, thar'they da no mOTC, Davenant, de- 
than pull down Croſſes, and ſet up Weathercocks on Churches, dit- rermin.1s. A- 
pofing Retigion ro perpetual] viciſſitudes and tuconſtancies , which gainſt peoples 


; +. reformin 
are molt Contrary to 1ts Nature, &. x: weighty . Pendants once vic without Jo 
| 3 


lently 


234 | 
Saprente Ma Jeatly ſwayed beyond the perpendicular /ine | aud poyſe, they area 
Onlalt 


p,iſttaics con- 


1cnt, 


Neceſſe ef vera 


Holy «ſe. of Muſick. .. - 
long time before they recover the - poine of fixation and. 5 : 
Such are poprlar, heady , and twwwitwating Reformations, utually car. 


relngionem wni- TYI0g things at the firſt 3mper 16,25 much beyond the wediny or centre 


ca cum (it 
canaew ſempe 


ic, Latt. 


Sir Kenclm 


of true Religion, as they were tormerly, either really - ax imaginatily' 


” deviated ; Plebeian Conſtitutions, are 2s fubje& to be Paral#ick.,as 


Apopleflick,, ro be ever trembling and tronbling Religion in theig 
jealous furies, as tO be otherwhile ſtupid p< y Any 4 their luper R 
Ritious follyes ; But once in motion, and- throitghly ſcared ( as the 


Digby relates youth of Leeds with Souldiers ) with thoſe Panick terrors, of luper= 


the Rory 
his bouk of 


Bodics. 


Non ſus re/um 
ſed libido uten- 
tis in culpa it. 


Auft.do&, 
Chriſti. 


Of Muſick, 


Dan. 3.7. 


ſition, irreligion, popety, herefie, Antechriſh, and the like; |they 
hardly keep, or recover themlelyes to any bounds, becomming ſobex 
men and good Chriſtians, | oy 
Thence it is ( as in many other exceſles, . and tranſports.) thas 
ſome men ſeck to pull down all local. Churches, becaule they may 
have been fomtimes ſuperſtitiouſly abuſed ; Poſlibly at the fame rare, 
not one place of their Conventicle meetings ſhou}d ſtand. So they 
would have all Charch-windows either broken to let in the cold and 
weather, or quite ſtopped up, 1o as the light ſhould be wholly ſhut 
out, becauie the Glaſſe was ſomrime painted, Such immoederation 
is juſt as if (onztry-men ſhould not eſteem, or uſe,their fertile Meas 
dews, becauſe they are ſomtime ſquallid with inundations ; or, as if 
they would fuffcr none to ſing again, becauſe ſome 'have ſung a»: of 


tune ; and break all Inſtruments of Muſick, becauſe they may 
be fet to wanton ayres, and dittyes : Whereas ( no doubt ) in this, as 
in other excellexcies, to which the ingenuous induſtry of Chriſtians 


as men may attain,for ſinging, and «ſe of Myfek, either OrallorOr- 
oanicall, in Conlort or Solitary ( which the fad ſeverity and-motoſer 
humor of ſome men would utterly baniſh from all 'deyout and:pi 

ules, asif all Mn/ick and MHwſicall inſtruments had been /prophaned 
ever fincc the Dedication of Nabuchadnuez.ars golden Image)even'in 
this ( I ay) of Mufick or melody, the great nn may be giant» 
hed, both in privat and publick, either by the skilfull, or the. arten- 
tive Chriſtians, who have with,David harmonious ſouls joyned to 


\ devout and graciows hearts, which like ' a good ftomack /di- 


geſts all in Natures and Arts excellency to Piety. Like a modeſt 
Matron making a vertuous uſe of thoſe ornaments and jewels, 
which either vice or vanity are prone to uſurp and abuſe, 

It is true, the moſt Lied Ged ( whole tranſcendent 'pet- 


fections of witdome, power, juſtice, mercy, love,&c. as ſo many 
ſtrings, of infinite extenſion and accord, make up that Hol har- 
mony, which 1s his own eterrall delettation,as allo the raviſlant hap- 
pinels of the bleſſed Angels, and fouls of juſt men made perfeR ; }: 
This God, I tay, 1s not unmediatly, and fox it ſelf celighted 


with 
any 


oth 
 \ Hply aj: of Muſiths +. -\c) DE 

any foging or melody of lenle, any mare than with ether expreſhons 
of @ realonable ſoul, in Elaquence, Praying or, Preaching ; yer ſince 
the ule of Harmoniouw ſan 18 2 gift » Which the Creator hath Li- Mixes vid (ov 
yen to Man above all Creatures, and. wherewith Mah; maybe to ©Yeme wirey- 
pleaſed-and exerciſed im the #ſe of it, 33 thereby ro,be. better / diiga- vo, 5 592 
led, and more afteRed,/tyen to ferve the Creator, eichex #2 more-{Þt- 1.» ;arws IP. 
rituall, holy, humble, calm affeQions, Or at Wore flarging Devatiows, (ll. Alex. wor. 
and ſweet” Mdeditariows, ( which are rhe wluall efletts of good and <rnw ware, 
grave Muſick, on ſaber. and. devout ons 1): awhbo; though they do *c xamuecouany 
not dwell and Ray on this /4dger: of ſenitble melody, :yet-thoy way ©** LP: 
be fill-aſcendng and deicendong by the Gaves of it in ferveney;cha- Bt, 5 
yiry,and humility to 'Ged; others, and them(elves ;-I conceive no © 
true Religion, bur {uch as is flarcted with vulgar. fears,. can 'farbid 
Chriſtians ,tv.make the belt (. which i 6 religions uſe } even of Mn- vid, Bifb. in 
fck.; referring it, as ajl honalt andecomly things, ro the hight ined, Hom. 24, de 
Geds glory ; And this, noz anly in reading | or hearing ſ#ch Pſalms Wt; $9: it 
and Hymns, and ſpiricwadl ſaxgs, um which: the divine: truck. of the £071 2d" 
matter, affeits the evlighened judgement, aud the quieted conſcience © 7 
with the neereft conformity to the holy minds and ipirits of thoſe 
ſacred Writers, who have left .us'the marter to endited, though we 
have loft the ant:ent 4xmes of 'cheir» boly Pſaimodirs zi bur alſo 10 
that avdible ſinging, and matodious deleitation, which 1s: tenhible in 
good Mufich ; and which hath a ſecret, fweet, and heavenly vertwe 
to allay the paſſions of 'the foul, and to raile up our ſpirits to Angel/- 
call exaltations, by which we may more glorifje and praiſe*God, 
which is a part of our worſhip of him 3 ; And wherein the Spirit of *** 0 we 
God in D4vid, and other holy men.of the antient Church bath-ſer Hwa, bt.” 
us allowable, commendable, and imitable 'examples z Whercin the ih, Fab 
immpſica}l fuſticity of fome men. of: more ferine ſpirits, which no 1.6.45 Mupea. 
Harp can calm , 'or caute to depart.from them, as Saxls did, muſt 
not prejvdice the uſe, and liberty of thote Chriſtians, who are of more 
ſweet and harmoniows tempers, even:in-this particular gift aud ex- 
eellency of Muſith ; than which-norhing 'a more {enfible, and 
nothing a lels ſerſuatl deleft ation ; So thatif there be nor Mufick in 
Heaven, ſure there'is a'kind of /heavenin Muſick ; yet even in.this ſo 
ſweet and harmleſs a thing,we leethat the immoderation and'yiolence 
- of Chriſtians (which hath in ir.a vein of the old Pits and Sythian 

tharity ) is an enemy even to Humanity,as well as to Divinity, 
while it leeks to deprive men and-Chriſtians: of:one of the divineſft 
Ornaments, moſt harmlels contentments and- indulgences, which in. 
this world they can enjoy? I the rather infift/in this moſt innocent pear- 
ticular of fngingrand Mufick.;becaule.no inſtance can. ſhew-more 
thoſe rude and unreaſonable tranſports to which men arc ſubje@ in 


what they call religious Keformations ; If they do nor carr om 
nl 


o 


Divine oſſttitions intorvepaible. 
things with very wiſe hearts, and w4ry hands ; chat ſo the leaven-of 
unneceſſary rigors 2nd (eyeritics -may NOT make the Maſs or lumy of 
religion more wr and heavy, *Dan God in his Word hathi'required; 
os who cannot be an enemy to theiright andſanRtified-ult of melody or 
Pſal.3 3.3 he commands 12978. 79 hisi praiſes;.20d loves a 
2 Cor-9.7- n his {exvice. Certainly Muſickis of al ſenſible 
molt harmleſs and dIVIPe 3 Nor did I. ever {et any 
1d be thought £0 def 1 
a part.in 
No time. or Chriſtians. know T 
abuſe dath 92ns Hfwrha ice to' C exinjion 3 nox humane 
prejudice traditions VAcatC J per ſtirions cate 
Gods, or the cell Chrits Inſtitutions w 
Churches neither demoliſh nor raſe Gods 
rioſhts, riohts to eſtares for anot 
Suanvis ritus of one, or few, Or Many upoD T hts and 1:berties, arc 
ordin11:08s jn NO cauſe ro make Chriſtians Ic nf Land-marks, zand 
Ecohſ. a rue Miniſtry » 4 prudent government, 
fztzonbus d by Chriſt, 49 and ob- 
& inutilibus hes obedien 
ceremonias ft tinttares an fi | 
widiatus, ex 00 ſ1ICIAns, and of no valew, Jet their Patents 
amen ipſ=3#1-p1ood, unleſs they f4# them to the heart 3 Such are ; 


di . : . 
eo aibit ; on leeches, who in ſtead of eating oft, with fit Corof#ves, ! 


dit ; Diſtn- of a part, do lop ef whole arms and legs- Some men 2 


guenda ordinen- for them ſelves - and while they aim £0. g9 down the Hill-of reform” 


ris infrmitas oy; they ſuddenly conceive ſuch an 1mperucme morion,, 


on bp paprog ir ſelf, all it hath carried 


Eccleſia nomi- Much more 
to rollerate [ome 4b 


t of the wa), 


& Chriſtianum 
ob Antichri- 
ſtiano , fermen” 40.9 ve 


= pious eAntiquity \f 

_— Chriſt, and the antie his mere ſure Wor 

Gerard, de $9 Us: Tis cafe to pa eat Antichriſt 

— pag- lefpdees edlled's and to ſupp! force or fraud 
_ tracted from that onl ofe {ſional religitn, 

Mode atio nm 1c Chiift and his —_— and deli- 


tam wvIius | 

quam duttrix & jmper arrix omviam virtutum. Auriga & ordinitrix affettuns, Ber.Cant- Tolle bans 
& wits 8141M erat. Nee abligurienda ſunt mala cum bonjs, wee tinfanda hone 04" malii,Vew!. 
Pr avi offect®s falf ſunt rerum Fſiimaoes. 


yered, 


1 

i- 

Ditine Tnſtitmions ij 

ed; which is never well handled, no not by Reformers, unleſs 
Chrithans have hone ſt hearts, gook heads , ch and pure hands ; 
when all theſe meet in any »ndertakers to reform the Church, I ſhall 
then hope they will ſerjouſly,fincercly and ſuccelsfully do Chrifts and 
the Churches work, as gencrally merrare prone and intent to.do their 
own, 
This then I may conclude, againſt all precipitant and blind 
zeal, which by popular arts ſeeks to bring an odinzs on all Miniſters, 
and the Miniſtry of this Church, meerly = ufing the. Name of the 
Pope, without giving any account to reaſon or r igion-of their Ca- 
lumny; That there is No caule in reaſon, or religion,for any Chniſti» 
- ansto caſt off the Miniftry of England, as Mk. Reformed, and ſo 
reſtored to its primitive Power and Authority, becauſe of any Swc+ 
ceſſion from, relation to, or communion with the Order and Clergy of 
the Roman Church and Biſhop; no more cauſe, I ſay, than for thele 
Anti-miniſteriall Cavi'lers to = out their eyes, becauſe Papiſts do 
ſee with theirs ; or to deſtroy themſelves, becaule naturally deſcended 
from ſuch parents as were in ſubjeRion to the Biſhop of Rome; and 
in communion with thatChurch ; we may as well refuſe all leagues 


and treaties of humanity 1n common with Papiſts as all Chriſtianity; 


and all Chriſtianity, as all antient lawfull Miniftty ; an holy Succet- 
fion may deicend, and Gods ele& he derived from tuch as were true 
men, how ever vItious, ; 


257: 
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of ordination by Biſbops, 
CAVIL or GALUMNY Y, 
Againſt Miniſters as Ordeined by Biſhops in England, 


Have done with the fir/# part of this Cavill or C alumny, which 
I ſeeks robandy the Miniſtry of the Church of England, againſt the 
Papal! amid Romiſh wall ; that they may make it either rebound to a 
popularand ſmrdependent fide ; or elle fall inco the hazard of having 
no true Chriftian Mimiſtry at all ; from both which IT ſhall in te 
fort endeyour to refeue this our holy | Farttion and Suctefſion, 


A ſreond ftroah, therefore which I am to take, 1s maile with 
went n_ | popew/ier enmning againſt the Miniftry of thisChareh, 
us #t wins Wow { comtirmed by the hands 'of Bifhops, who were 
us Prefidde x15, or-chief Fathers mm the work_of Ortlination their 
Brethren und Sani(the Pretbyters) or LANs _ 
Piacefſes , c ates or Biſhops, Obje proteſt 
——_ Bs ah Plants of Chrifts 'plancing ; whoſe Antheriy 
being Uarety pulled mp by power, ſo that they ſeem to have no more 
Place or iriflaence n this Church or Nation, che 'Pregbyrerie alſo, 
and whole order of the former —— they ſay ) muff —_— 
alſo fail and wither, which were but branches, and flips derivedfrom 
the tem or root of Epiſcopall Ordinatian. 

Thus we ſee in a few years, the Anti-minifteriall fury is cud: 
gelling, even Presbyters themſelves, with that ſtaff which ſome of 
them put into v#lgar hands, purpoſely to beat their Fathers, the 
+$Rvwand anticent Biſhops, mad utterly to baniſh that Venerable and 
Catholick, Order, or Eminent Authority of Epiſcopacy out of the 
Church;what the Dove-lrke innocency of thoſe fierce and rigid Mini- 
ers hearts might be, as to their gadly iztention;, 1 know.not ; but I 
am ſure they wanted that wiſdome of the Serpent, which ſecks above 
all to preſerve its head; whence life, health, motion, and orderly di- 
refion, deſcending to other paits, do eafily repair and heal, what 
ever leſſer hurt or bruiſe ny befall them, 

Ir muſt needs be confeſſed, that as the Events haye been very 
fad, io the — have been great, which the Anti-miniſteriall 
party have gained, by the prepoſterous zeal of ſome Ante-Epiſcopalt 


ſpirits, which traniported them, not only _ and againſt all 


bounds, or r#les of Reaſon, Order, Scripture, Ecclefiaſticall Cuſtome, 
and Laws hercin Ergland, but even contrary to their own former, 
and lome of their preſet judgements, rouching Epilcopall Preſidency, 
which they never did,nor do yet hold to be «»lawfull in the Gm 


—— W624. F 
how ever it mi 2 "wit mrravenewoies and wi 
chiefs to0, der from the nature of that Order, 2ad Ro 
which is good, but from the corrprrow of thoſe men that- might ma- 
nageit amils, This makes many of thele Miniſters have now (6 
much work., to take off that leprofie from their oww heads, which 
they told the people had fo much rnfetted tbe Riſhops bands z by the 
Impolition of which, they yet own their Miniſteriall power, Th ho- 
ly Orders to have been rightly derived to them, in that Ordination 
by Biſhops, which was uſed here in the Charch of England, as in all 
antient Churches. . | 

Ic is never 100 late tore#ifie, and repent of, any miſtakes and 
miſcarriages incident to us, 2s poor finfull mortals. Although Primi- 
tive Epiſcopacy, (which ever was as a grand pillar of the Churches 
Miniſtry, Order and Government,) hath been much ſhaken and 
thruſt afide by mans power, or paſſion, to the great weakning ang in- 
dangering of the whele Fabrick and FunQion of the Miniſtry, 
ther with the peace and polity of rþis Church ; yer wile - men may 
poliible ſec, after theſe thick clouds ad duſt of drſÞwte, what is of God 
in true Epiſcopacy ; yea, and they may be perſwaded to preſerve and 
reſtore, what is neceſſary and comply 10 it, —— | _ what 
is deformed, ſuperfluous and Comberſome ; ( in the chalk which 
I am neither a pleader, noran oppeover') | 

Lis a0w no time in England cither to flatter, or fear the face of 
Epiſcopacy, or ſiniſterly to accept the perſons of Biſhops. There is 
nothing now can be (peed to move me to rouch with reſpeR rhoſe 
q wean | which the glory of riches and honour are now | 
0 far removed, ) but only marter of conſcience, and the Jagty of 
my judgement ; And therefore I here crave leave withour to 
any, that are truly godly ( either Miniſters or others ) who _ 
fer from me in this point,) freely, yetas briefly as I can, to di 
wy judgement, touching this ſo comtreverted point of Epiſcopacy, in 
which from words men have fain to blows, and from waſting of 
ink, to the ſheddins of blood. I ſee that other men of different 
ſenſe, daily take heir freedom to vene themſelves pogo all Biſhops, 
and all Epiſcopacy ; ſome of thera ſo _— nd unſayotily, as if . 
they hoped by their evil break, to render that ever able name, and 
order, ever abhorred, and execrable to Chriſtian minds 5 which 10 
learned and ſobex Chriſtians eyer was, and ftll is, as a ſweet Oyat- 
ment powred forth ; nor doth it Joſe of its divine and antiont fra« 
grancy by the fraftwres of theſe timer, which have broken (it may be) 
not withdeyotion and love, ſo much as with hatred,and that 
1Alabaſter-box of cwill prozeRtionand Sanction, in which it. wat 
bore, for many hundreds of years, happily preſerved from. ins 
Glency, and gs Why may not 1 me 40 

= ; « od þ n 


. of Ordination by Biſhops, 

enjoy my freedome 100, yet bounded with all modeſty and ſobriery 
without any prejudice or reproach, refl:-Qing upon the ( ounſels, op 
ations of any men my Superiowrs, whole power and,pratiie, as to 
ſecular mutations, ncither can, nor ought to have any influence on 
mens opinions, and coniciences, turther chan way 1s made for them 
the 11azbing 1: of Reaſon and Religion, which are belt ſer forth and 
diſce-ned, in innate principles of Order and Polity; allo in Scripture 
precepts and precedents ; and laſtly by the (atholick, Cuſtome, and 
prattiſe of the C hu: ch of Chrift, FT 'q 


Anſ. 1n my anſwer therefore to this Cavill or Calumny, touch- 
ing Biſhops ( which many Miniſters are as afraid to name, or own 
with honour, as they are to call any holy man, eithcr Apoſtle, Eyan- 

eliſt, Father or Martyr, by the title of Saints) my intent is not, 
Gems to handle that late, ſevere, and «nk:imd Diſpute in England 
about Epiſcopacy or Prelacie ; for this having been learnedly. and 
fully. done by others, would be, as ſuper fluows, 1o extremely tedious 
borh to the Keader and my (elf; Nor is it my purpoſe to- jultific -al 
that might be done or omitted by: ſome Biſhops in their government ; 
But my deſign chiefly is, 1. to remove that popular odiam, to allay 
that Plebeian paſſion, to reifie thoſe unl-arned pre'ndices, and to 
take away thoſe #nj»ſt icalouſfies, which are by ſome weak, and 
poſſibly well-meaning Chriſtians , taken up, and daily urged againſt 
all Biſhops, in a Preſident:all eminencie among Pregbyters, or 
above other Miniſters, 2, My next is, to juſtifie that holy Ordination 
and Miniſteriall authority, which by the 1mpofition of their hands 
chiefly was, with probation,prayer, and meet Conſecration, duly con* 
. ferred upon the Miniſters of this Church, according ts Scripture rule, 
and Ecclefiaſticall cuſtome ir all terled Churches. * 

But before I handle the firſt thing propoſed, I muſt ſeek to re- 
move that prejudice which ſticks deep in ſome ordinary minds a- 
gainſt Biſhops and their Authority, meerly ariſing from the darknef, 
and ſafferings of late ſo plentifully caſt upon them ; if arguments 
and.wards could not, yet Arms and Swords have /( they fay ) con- . 

Sed quid berba vinced Biſhops, and ſubdued them, notwithſtanding all their learn- 

Remi | ſequitur i1£, their gravity , their piety, their proteion, which they pleaded 

fertunam uw from the Churches (atholick euſtome, and the Lawes of this 

ſemper & edit Church : The vulgar -are prone to think thoſe wicked, who are 
5, Juv. unproſperous, and accurſed, who are puniſhed. 

Yer in true judgement of things, thoſe great and many impreſ- 
fions of worldly diminution; and «ppoſed Miſeries made upon Bi- 

| ſhops, are more jult arguments againſt the innocency of their perſons, 
Job 1. place, and Jawtull power, than Jobs affliions were, which the De- - 


vil never vrged againſt his integrity, bur ſought thereby to overthrow 
it, as:God did prove and —_— ws _ 7 I 


of Ordinationby Biſhope: Ma 1 * 
[ believe there are roo many chat would becontent there ſhould 
be neicher Biſhops nor Presbyters, but ſuchas are great fufferers ; Nor 
erany Word,or Sacrament, or holy MimiStrations, nor any marks of 
Chriſtianity in this, or any other Reformed Church : But the meaſures 
of religious matrers, are never to be taken: from the paſſions or pre- 
valencies of men, nor from any ſecular decrees, or human a&s, and 
civill ſanttrons. Godly and famous BiſhiFt' in eminency among, 
andabove the e Presbyters, were many ages before any civill power 
roceR:d rhem, and fo they:may. continue , if God will, in his true 8% 
Chuich, even'then wherr { as of old )' moſt. perlecuted, and fought Ch 
to. be deftroyed : 'Worldly.: (omnſells-and forces, which: commonly 
are levelled ro mens lecular ends, and civill intereſts, fignifie little or 
nathing indeed to a true Chriſtians. judgement or conſcience in the 
things of Chri#t and true Religion; which muſt never be either retu- 
ſed, or accepted,according as they rhay be uſhered in, or crowded out 
bye ea 7: doth not ſteer hisChurchiby char — n 
h w ed 


Py 


ings the more divin: and excellent, the more probable to be reje 
by men of this world. Art the ſame rare of world! frowns and disfa- 
vours, Chiriſtians long ere this time, ſhould haye had nothing left 
them of Scriptures, Sacraments, ſonrd dottrine, or holy Miniſtrati- 
ons ; All had been turned into Heat heniſh barbarity, Hereticall errors, 
or Schiſmatical confufions, if conicience to God, and love to Chriſt 
and his Church, had not preſerved by the eonſtancy and patience of | mw 
Chriſtian Biſhops and Miniſters, thoſe holy things, which S wicked, 599 quan's 
wanton, and vain world, was never well pleated withall, and often JM” Rus _ 
perſecuted, ſeeking to deſtroy both root and branch of Chriſtianity : ( ae: Plato } 
Weare to regard not what is done by the few, or the many, the great «wr ily; ana 
or the ſmall, but what in- fight reaſon, 'and due order, after the pre- 5 +" Mie mn 
cepts and patterns of true Religion ought to be done'_in the $9. C4 
Church. 790 

As forthe Government of Biſhops, ſo far as it referred to the Epiſcopal 

Chief power and office of Ordeinixg Miniſters in a right ſucceſſion power or 
for due fypplies to this Church of England ; Truly I am fo far from Antichri- 
condemning that Epiſcopall 2uthority.and praQite, as unlawfull and ſtian. 
Antichciſtian, after the rate of poplar clamor, ignorance, paſſion*and 
prejudice z That contrarily very learned, wiſe, and godly men have 
taught me to'think and declare ;_ That as the faults and pretumptions 
of any Biſhops , through any pride, ambition, and tyranny, or other 
perſonal immorahties, are very Antichriſtian, becauſe molt Drame- 
trally contrary to the Precept and patern.of our holy and-humble Sa- - 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe place Biſhops have! alwayes as chief Pa- - 
ſtors and Fathers among the. Presbyters, fwnce the Apeſtles trimer, 
eminently ſupplyed, in the exter»order and Polity of the Church, 


W that above all-men they —_ to be moſt exactly conform 
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.o Sy of Epiſcopas government int the Charch, 
Fricmat oſi- rs the 1 0:y ruic and examplc of Jelus Clift, both ig do- 
thn waxime Ape and manners 3 So withall , they have taught me to e- 
0/ 114/44 4 nuDz- {tesm the Antient and ( atkolich government of goaly Biſhops, (as mo. * 
—_ derators and Preſidents among the Presbyters un any Dioceſs. 6 
itzs Coaſlo- Precints ) in its juſt meature and conſtitution for. power Paterna)), 
rum, eftuns gy\y exerciſed, ſuch as was in the perſecuung pureſt and Primitive 
beze[ta5, Bern. times) robe as much, if not more Chriſtian, than any other form 
As " + i .. and faſhion of government can be ; yea, tar beyond any that hath 

- | the charity to endure Catholick prumitive and right Epiſcopacy 


v'4r0g411y4 C- not 


$1am congrue which truly I think to be moſt agrerable ro night reajon, and thole 


JM 414 veguirte principles of due order and polity among men, alſo no leſs ſuitable 


"og IT to thie Scripture wildome, both in irs rules and paterns; to which was 
Mo F " hen conform the Catholick and Primitive way of all Chriſtian Churches, 
ſublimis & vi- throvghout all ages, and in all places of the world, | 
ta deformss. 1d. ; Þ FE 

127 ures agg ir pins Alnn Id % of inane! ins o) ww gigs angie. Nat. 9. Cogito 
me jam E pſcopum prin.:pi paſto. wm de commulſi- oyrbus rationem redditurum. Non E \ hons- 
14644 tempora ventola tranſige-edebere, fuſt,Ep.z03. , 1514 #2 " 


Blondel.Apol. © Which things very learned men, and friends tv Presbytery joy- 
P3g.177. 179- ned with Epilcopacy have confeſſed both lately ( 26 Salman, bo 
Et in prefati® 1,1 #5,a0d Blondellzs) and alfo formerly, as vin, Beza, Moby, 
ne. Abt a me 4 | 

ut hntrum de WAth many others: fo tar was ever any learned and unpaſſionate 
fiſine ubus man from thinking Epilcopacy unlawfull in the Church, Aa 
aniiqu;iattt 

cnn{/lio,'& conſenſu, que Epi} copalem ox primum it Kcelefiam invexit ments queppiam ſuſſicer, 
59, Ego "4 fee rngped. rok SS ana man Eccleſea tenere {argior : nn Punere dromitas in- 
(tuuto ſet Lbt b ab Ecieſia collata illa imeyy Blondel, teft-Jeron. pag. yes. 


Indeed after all the hot (amveſings, and bloody contentions, 
which have wearicd, and almoſtquite waſted the Eſtates, tpirits, and 
lives of many learned men in this Church of Exzgland, as to the poim 
of true Epi'copacy, I freely profeſs that I cannot yet ſee, but that 
that antient and eniverſall form of government in due conjuptti 
with Pre:bytery, and with due regard to the faithfull people, is a3 


"% 


much beyond all orher new invented faſhions, as the” Suns light glory, 


and influence, is beyond that of the mutable and man-faced A 
or any other 1#Hos of Stars and Planets, however calt into ffraxge 
fignrarions, or new Schemes and ( onjunttions, by the vazious ' 
cies af forne Drviners and Aftrologers. 
DB nba/tus, Which free owning of my judgement, i» this point, may ſerve 
_ : D. toblr out that (haratter ( ctiam ipſe Freebyterianus ) added to 
v9: vanes, DANG, by the earned Pen of Bechartaw, For although T own wi 
x ewido all honour and love order'y Prezbytery, and humble Pretbyters, \n 
rt inewire, 12- the {ante of the Scriptures, and-in the ule of all pious Antiquity, fot 
nulotn. 1 fucred andivinc, in their office and funRion ( as the lefles Epilco- 
pacy 


. 


E£n1ft. 


Ty 


— 


= wn Wwe ve” W077 


. commands of Sc:ipture, a .: 
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cy, or inſpectors over lefler flocks in the Church, yer rot fo, as nt legs eu 
abborring and extirpating all order and. prefidency of Bifhops a- AG Pave 2h 
mang them, 4s x xt were Amichriſtian, wicked, aad iztollerable 5 Baſe in Ep. 62. 
Nor do I think that a» headl/eff, or many beaded Presbytery cught to E colef. Nevceſ, 


be ſex up in the Church, as of neceflity, and divine right; in this inte Thethely con- | 


that learned writer himlelf, is no Presbyterian, nor eyer had caule to ns Du 
judge me to be of that mind, $$ +- 


chicf or Preſident ro be among thcm. 


- 1 confels, afrer the example of the beſt times, and judgement of 2, 
the moſt learned in all Churches, I alwayes wiſhed tuch moderation Reaſons for 
on all ſides, that a Primitive Epiſcopacy ( which imported, the Aus Epi[copacy 
thorety of one gr ave and way rſon, cholen by the conſent, and rather tha; 
affited by the pectence, counſel], and ſ»ffrages of many Presbyters) other Go- 
might have been reſtared, or preſerved in this Church ; and this not vernwent, 
out of any fa@iaus defign, but for theſe weighty reatons, which 1guae, ad 4n- 
prevail with me. _ Bids 
feed} the flock, till God ſhews who hall bz cheic Biſhop or Ruler. He fakes nk 
the Biſhop of E pheſ#s. Ep. ad Epheſ. ciccd by Exſeb. 1. 3.c.35. Hiſt, iu & mami zhrmne uy 2, 


long Nev burn. Oat, Che. 


1. For the Reverence due from poſterity, to the Venerable piety 4b Apoſtolis in 
and wildome of all Henigny ; Which alwayes had Preſident Biſhops Epiſcopatzm 
 G 


inal} ſerled and compleated Churches, together with the Colleges — 


or Fraterzities of Presbyters ; yea, "ris yery Jikely, that before there jwagurs piſ- 
were many Presbyters in one City,fo as to make up a Prezbytery,the copi. Terr. de 
Biſhop and Deacons were all that officrated among thoſe few Chri- Praſ,c.z3.a0- 
ſtians, which the ApoſIles left in that City ; who afterward incre- po 309% |. 
fing to many Congregatians, had io many Presbyters, Ordeined, hop of Rome 
placed andgoverned þ t pr nad of his vertue andauthoxyity, who ayes, the 
was Biſhop there,ox P or before them,as in time,!o loine in {peciall Church, com- 
Authority and Office by Apoſtolicall appointment. And certainly ao fy 
in things tha} are not ſoclearly and punually fct down in exprets " +4 ny 
ſober and modeſt regard ought to be amy += G _ ro 


"S 
[ 


r not.caduring Pugd unjve ſali1 tengit Excle ig 
Is conclis wrote Refiiffint crediver, 
»by cp | againſt F wr, 
be urged Parity againit 
cluSec Sr-daftin, Havel. c. 59 $piftae. 69 
in 


s. 
" £4 


4 : 
; 
ht 3 
. 


73, 
®, 


264 of Epiſcopal Government of thi Church, 
A:nitio nat 17 mariers cf cxrernall polity and Church fociery | to the' patery; of 
Avoftolnum Primitive times ; which could nor tollow lo 1oon, and {0 us 
dr.ma it an- niveria'ly any way, but trom Apoſtolicall precept- or 'direQon 
119% Eb from which the Catholick Church could” not” fuddainly eric in all 
5:45 ohiny ine | places, being lo far in thole times from avy paſſion or temptation 
cs i RG Rory; bition, which had then no fewell from 
{ccandum jub- citker of coyctouinels Or am Joe J os fon che be 
Ctftonts E j4ſ- the ſavour of Princes,aud as lictie {parks of am tION 1N rts of 
cor, 944- thoſe holy men; who were in all the great and Mother Churches 
”y ow us, oo both ever owned and reverenced in anuquity, as Biſhops, mm 
< wy 5 prioricy of place and preſidency of authority, both by one 
ham tradide- ble Prerbyters, and all the reſt of the faithfull PEOPIE. 2t"15 ok 
wn, Ircnl-4. among the things comely or praiſe worthy, Phil.4.8. Either in cha- 
ads” |, Tity, modeſty, humility, or equity, for us in atter and worle times, 
, _ "os. to caſt upon all thoſe holy Primitive Chriſtians and famous Chu- 
jrepob Ape  ches, cithcr the ſulpition of a generall Apoſtacy, by a wiltull negle, 
{to!s wicaria or univerſally filling away from that Apoſtclicall way z ora mutts. 
danat T0 dikes a h Churches did light 

- — ning croſs to it : Neither may we gn ons a | Wench a 4s > 
Edart wieines 1) 21d iinpredently abuſe that occaficnall ti > WhIc git 

. | ftabliſh . what might 
Ecclefſaum IJeft them in prudence z whereby further ro eſiablilh, what | 
ſerum, evil- icem the beſt for order and peace, as tO the matter of  Govem- 
vant ordinem rent « wherein it the Churches were free to chooſe, it is fa 


---a og w they all 2greed in this one way of Epiſcopall Government, 


{uccefſiones ab vcr the Chriſtian world, till theſe later times, It becomes” us, 


initio decurrenti- rather to be jcalous of our own1 weak and wanton paſſions , and to ne- 
wm ut primus ile tx rather from our later irarſporrs & popular wandring 5,0 the neet- 
Epiſcopus all- of} ronformities with thole firlt and beſt times ; who univerlally had 


| -poos phy br” Biſhops, either becauſe they were ſo og commanded ; or in 
0 


telreirs obs. holy wiſdom they choſe that way, as beſt ; fo far as there wis left 


vit autorem & a Chriſtian liberty of prudence, tothoſe who were by the Apofiles, 
anttcſſmrem. fer, as Paſtors and Rulers over the ſeyerall Churches : and however 


Ro > H the name at firſt was common to all Church Miniſters, Apoſtles, 


c. 32. and Presbyters, to be called Biſhops ; yet afterward, when” the A- 
So contre Mar- poſtles were deceaſed, their tuccefſors in the eminency of place, & 
Cion, 1.4. Ordo , mong the Presbyters, were called peculiarly Biſhops. e's 


origemem rece 

ruſalem 19); «p30i01, % wagaercc. 

thar in Tert«l. times any miſtake in the Church cou 

When hetels us Cathed/@ Apoſtet rum adbuc ſuis locus prefidentur, epud quas ipſe 

be recitanthy, ibid. c..34. Epipbas. Her, 75. Sayes its next to Rzreſy ro #b: | | we) 
inſtirured by the Apoſtles, and uſed by allthe Churches ; it bri i Schiim; fea | 
&on'ufions. Tots & be decretum, Jero. & & Marco Evanylifia Predbyters mann es | Hefum in _ext{fuori 
$ a4 collocati'”m F piſcopum nowmabant. 1d, Ep. ad Evag. Theod. in 1 Tin, 3. Eſt: otj) 

i189. 4210+ et Epiſcopos, eos arte qiti wunc weantwr Epiſcopi nominebant A peſtotos : 
Tirum, Tirothcum, precedente autey: empore, Apoficlatus nomen veliquerwn! 5s 
remm: ; Epiſcopotas vero nowen in oſurrunt tis, qui olim aflobantur A 
$212 Epaſcopis ; nee efſe poſſes Miniiirr, nec fideles, Bellar;de Eccleſ, 


Of Epiſcopal Government of the Church, 265: 
Secondly, For the avoyding of Scandalkgiving to fo many ({hri- Sorhe' Augw* . 
ſian Churches, remayning in all the world z| who, for the far ma- Ofle 
jor part, are ill governed by Biſhops;/indome retpeJ! diftin from COLOR OR, 
et eminent above the Presbyters ; »Itis-nor the work :of {Chriſtian 25ca, Philippe | 
prudence Or _—_ to widen drfferernces; berween.. us and 'other' a imdencen 
Churches, Greek, Eaftern, African, or Weſtern; yea, 'we owe this: 
Charity co the Romaniſts, and to our ſelves rather, who ſeem to 
have gained this great advantage againſt us, by the. offence given Ee 
them in utter #boliſhing the Antient and Catholick order and tucceſ-- pif, a Luche-.. 
fion of Epiſcopacy ; that:they will leſs now eſtetmi” us: Chriſtians ; rum @ adBel- 
or to be in any true Church ; fmee-they will not.allow usany right laium Ep. Par, 
and compleat Ordination - of Miniſters, and ſo no Sacraments, and Noo egg 
no Chriſtianity as to extern profeſſion and adminiſtration without 4 ; 
Boop yea, the beſt reformed Churches ' muſt needs be offended pu afro 
approve ſuch a Prefidency of Biſhopsamong\Presbyters;. where £994 ® Prev. 
tis continued with the doQrina[l Reformation; many en joy Biſhops <p page { 
fil as we did;No learned and godly:men ever thought it caule enough i 
to ſeparate from any Church beeaule it had Biſhops. Such' as have d*m 7 acobus 
them not in a conſtant Preſidency, yet count this no - part: of | their #iw9/obmt: 
Reformation ; but rathey deplore it, as a defeR involuntary, pleading Pre & 3 
the Law of neceſſity, or {ome grand inconveniences: and diffculry m_ . 
ta excuſe thereby their inconformity; ſo far, to other Churches, and to lum poteſtarem 
all Antiquity ; tos the moſt Jearned and wiſe among their Preſ- refiutuendam op- 
byterians abroad, oft wiſh they had the honourand happineſs of 1% Calvin. | 
reformed and reforming Biſhops, Nor ever did heretofore as moſt 6 (9s 
leamed and godly people in England, Miniſters or others, any more Zpif.ad Sade- 
than the Princes, Nobility, and Gentry,. generally: defire the aboli- lemm.. & 1+, 
tion of right Epiſcopacy ; however now at laſt they had not either ſlit. 1. 14. C44 
opportunity to plead for ir; or {uch power and influence as to/preſerve ,,.- 
It, againſt thoſe. inundations which- God. hath been pleaſed to ſuf- 
fer to overflow in this Church ; But rocks are nor preſently removed, chemate dignas 
When over-flown : whatis of God will ſtand, and ourt-live the deluge. Faw. [ 'W. 


F ; h ' ©*75 {. | # «- Sa” 
wreutn ſunny, obedientia obſeru'nt Hier chjam un qua fic emineant E piſcopiaut Chrifto ſwb'[je non recs» 
ogy tinguam unico capitt pendeant "adpfoorriſtdutur : eas veritate colltigats ff chai. atem 
coat Beza in'A , ms dy i.comnir@n, quem nimirum oper wit imprimis de bis rebus alma 
per exm cater0s collegas,totamgue ade Ecclefian Per, Mar. loc,com.Zanchius, Hoc mnime 
judicamus ut una inter multos-Pre 0s refit Epiſ.cont.c.5.h.10-Yedelins notis in $4 at 


na ſt 


 preces publi 


a, 
& 


en 6 ————_ — 


266: Of Epaſcopatl Government, 

:{copi fore Thirdly, I prefer a Primitive: Epiſcopacy, as the beſt ws 
oy hs of union, (Hf nga [atwsfattion, to: all 1.9m 44 wiſe, and I 
dain without cg, . eſpecially in that fo ſhaken and dilputed a'point .of Or. 
_—_ ” dination _,. for the right {ucceſſioa and conferring of power | Mini. 
the Council of /teriall : which the molt learned and fober 'Prexbyrerians con. 
Ancyra, which feſs, not to be weakned by Epiſcepall Prefidency*; And yery 


ww —_— many, no leſs conſiderable men, tor number, learning, and pj 
1, NAW 


<o Concil. Ni- (as Da. Blondell among others) do think, the righr' Ord, 
nm owns of Miniſters tobe much more ftrengthehed,/ adorhed and- comples: 
and confirms tcd, where it paſſerhthrough the hands of rhe Epiſcopgtl power and 


the antiens qrder ; if for no other reaſon, yet for this,” that i 'was the | Apoſtyli> 
CULITOM . 


So Coneil, 4- ©» Primitiv: nd #niverſall way, uſed in the Church,and by which 
relat. c. ro, the Authority and Office cf: the Miniftry hath ever "been, cope 


So Concil La- with Chriftianity, derived to us from the Apoſtles times. Its evident, 
od, c. 56. 


that the ſudden and viojent receding of 'many men'from: 
Presbyterj ſme A oli art 


3 /%*. mer judgement and  praQife: in this point, hath occafioned's 
= ep great (candals, ſcruples and ſchiſms, troubles -and"confuſions,'in 
bil ficia. matters both of Church and State ;* giving great advantagesto! all 
—_—_ _ that liſt to cavil at, queſtion, and deſpiſe, the — "A 
dew? 2x. Piſtry of even thoſe Presbyrers (yea, their very Chriſtianity,” as 
- dz. the outward form, order, and profefſion,) who ſo cafily renounced, 
tiene guid facit and eagerly caſt quite away, that order and power, as 'unlawfu)l 
Epiſcopns quod and un-Chriiſtian; | 1 £37 7 TP REETZEH 
Aery/or fv ſchiſmati dium faftum eſt, quod poſteau us ele] eft ; ceteri poneretar ; 
acit. vag. 1 mats remeda;um fſacrun eſt, nus 7) ers are 
jo axoſeniſqar ad k 3. bp Cori(l; Eccleham rumperet. Jeron, ad Evag. Sud pretty: poſt Mar 
cum Evingel ftam fattum eft 3 Presbyteris ; quomedo exercitus imperatorem faceres, Cyprian, Ep,ys. New 
aljunde hareſts gbort@, aut naia ſchiſmata, quam inde qued (acerdoti Dei non obtemperatar, 


ww 


. 


Triamphati Fourthly, A right Eprſcopacy ſeems yet never to. have had fo 
magi: quam vi- (rec | 


2 full, and fair a» hearing; as is requiſite "in ſo' great' #. mater, 
" __ F*:fo - ” have been evifted to be againſt Th Nl ſome pre» 
tended. 1 THI 

1. When as 'tis mt evident, in moſt learned and. godly mens 

- judgements antient and modern, that it haththe »eereft reſemblance 

© to that antient Patern at leaſt, which God ſetled, the Government 

- of his Church among the Jews ;- who'had the heads of their Fa» 

thers, as Biſhops; and rulers over their brethren; the Prieſts and Le- 

= . vites, Numb.3.24. Now 'tis manifeſt that 'our Lor Ut Al 

$5u5 aigue Levi- the Apoſiles, had great regard-to the, Judaick,cnaltems,. in ING | 


te ſuerint in | 4 65 %Þr . . 
bor bes Inſtitutions ;'As in the Baptiſing with water 5--In-the 'ule-07 
ty £0S Bread, and Wine in the Lords Supper ; In the Sabbariſing'on the 
Prechyteri, & . Lords Day ; and in the giving the power of the Keys to the Br 
m_— = forsand Teachers of the Church, to open and ſhug, to bind ate 
_ A looſe ; expreſſing thereby CAimiſteriall Authority : In ol which 


WW” ho ET 9. 9 Oe 


of #plſcepell\Gtverwnlams"(13. "0 {267 


' there was ſome bike or preball precedents among. the. Jews, inmia- ad Neputia: 


-othcir Rabbins, and in celebrating; ho! [tevics, and:governing num. 
pas of that Church and Religion, Nt TN » tis if > gen 7's So Sr, Cyprien 
2. For, the #ew Teſtament, nothing/eicher of precept , or exam- b, 3. Ep: 9. ad 
ple ſcems againlt a right.E tlcopacy, commanding a parity,” or for- " pes: 
bidding order and tubjection among Presbyters as wellas other 
men : what Chriſt forbids his Apoſtles of -exercifing dominiow after 
the manner of Princes of the world, excludes indeed, Firſt from the 
twelye (who were, (pares in Apoſtolatn) equally Apoſtles, and were | 
not long to live in one ſociety 5 bur to lay the-foundations of Re--- 


inate to any but Chriſt, who chole them) and þ 10- 
, Lans 17" of 


byters are. joyned: The plairi v7.07 AT aa me Bag 1 
es, yer condetcended ito1ſerwe , c vR. 


Induſtry ; As Chriſt himſelf did ; 'And after him the Apoſtles, who _—__ Tf 
had undoubcedly as fome..order+ and Fremtancy foamng themtelves he t bs, | 
| o/ n = K. 


mon 
him zY 


be ons hit 
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M m3 ; : TEETER 5 ood his 


of Epiſcopal Government in Timothy and Titus, 
his Church, after the Apoſtolicall example ; By ſome of whom! us 
the antients tell us, Some Miniſters were clearly conftiruted as Bi- 


ſhops, with an eminency of perſonall power over others, | to onde 
, rebuke, filence, even Presbyrers and'Deacons, one, 
This is #»-dentably evident by Scripture m Timorby and Tis; 


. Blondell © | der: | 
ket, The validity and authority of which examples were” eſtcenied: 


183. None Antiquity, and followed, as warrantable divine precedents, and'oþ- 
can be diſpen- ligatory examples to after ages, (1a the like caſes at leaſt) for imj- 


ſed wit", as 


*1e vid. tariong By preſerving fuch an ordinary ſ#cceſſion of power” i Bi- 
-+ od og th [hops Any above Presbyters;both inordimation Mp: juriſaiBion, 
lea of that - Noz4s this clear inſtance to be; any! way t ut reafon,” ayoyded,: 
Chu: ch ord-r ſaying, that Timorhy and Titus w re Evangeliſt: ; (what "ever that 
= d Govern- ice were in the Church (either temporaty- and perſonall; orcom- 

ent, wh ch is : NY * 56. 

:clc ibed ro Mon t9 other chief Miniſters, and perpetually to lucceed) for 
{imothy and it (makes nothing againſt a /perionall  ſwperrority of power. and 
Tix, which authority. in them. over their reſpeRive* Churches : whichwas to 
_ we —_— lucceed to: others in all reaſon, as well as their! Miniftry td'; both 
nds _ | theſe being alwaies neceflary for the Church ; 'and- indeed their 

ordinary power as to Government;' had no "dependance; on "their 
2 Tim.2.15. being Evangelifts - No more, than' their ' Preaching, "and -- other 
x Tim.4.13, Miniſteriall a&s had; which we: may nor argue fre theſe two 
3 Tim.4.2, perſons, tobe incompatible co any Miniſters now; Unlef*they be 
Evangelſts': For then, no Presbyters that axe not *Evangelifts-mn 
their tente might ſtudy or Preach, in ſeaſon, and out ' of ſeaſons; 1e- 
buke, exhort, &c. or ſhew themſelves Yorkmen thati need not te 
be aſhamed &c. Now if theſe aQts and Offices of Miniſtry are" deri- 
yable to other fingle perſons in & AMimifteriall way z why" not alfo 

that Gubernative power too ; which was from the Apoſtie* fignul 

'  . committed to'7 #mothy and Titss,and no where ſo expreſly to'any 

fraternity of Miniſters, or Presbytery in common ? Rv) 
- 2 Cor.11.5. After that rate of arguing, we may conclude, that/ none; but the 

I2-1t... wery chief eApoſtles, might feed the . Lambs and- Sheep of ''Chrilt ; 
vey Ne 4" becauſe, that command was thrice given to: Petey ;-who'wus weko- 
Bi .xs. nedamong the chiefelt of the Apolies; 'which/Conchufions/ were '25 
| ' -ablurd,and — all the: praRiſc/ and fenſ#'of: the 
Primitive Churches uted,) ns this ; that the power ' of "proving 
and ordeyning Presbyters, by laying on of hands, of receiving «e- 

cuſatrens againſt them, of rebuking, cenſurin ».1 ©XCOMMUNICAtINg, 
"Tikais. flexing and reſtoring, (all AQs ghherndti%}) may; aak-06 
4 4. nemly.in any fibgle pexſon,; ,unlels, chey. be  Apoſilesyor: Evange- 
+ - liſts; when az not only the. uſe of ſuch: order and j 41 all 
- reaſon neceſlary for Church ſocieties (no leſs, than foi *ciyill5} bur 
the ſucceſſion of it, in ſuch ſort as -it #7 in them; to' all rimes 

: after, ſeems clearly intimated, by that yehement charge layd on 


Timothy 


. Timothy, to can, For yn wb lameably wwill the ; T7, q.11, 
— of our Jeſm { if -Which Timo hy-in his infirm per- 2 Tim. 4.5. 
foncould not do ; but, in his care totranſmir the. boly patern to 

poſterity, and to his ſucceſlors; he might, as he was tnjoyncd, be 

jaid todo : For what is once well dove in. a. tegular publike Way, 15 wt page mage 

ever after done, as to the permarency of that - vertue, which is in. fic /- 21nd 

good and great example. | i57s da Apigeny 
we xiv iperfar 

161 nie 1578 by andumiing, Bale M. oc Guiyeryn, 32d 271; 0 wage Suyiig Brim. 10. Perens pr & 

ana preclariexemplaris virtns, Jeroen, Pnadratus  Aibeuienffs Excl. Epiſcopra Apoſtolorum Dijci- 

gutw Jeron, Ep, ad Mag} St. Zerom tels us that St. Foby wiore his Goſpell ar, the iptreaty otthe 

Biſhop» of 4fia. Catal, Script, Eccl. c. 9g. Rev, 2. Angels 3. 8. Apoſtcli nuntti > youu /vom dons Speaker 

windy m57 17 ronpfes men 3: Indialcs. Phoc, Bibl. © Diod, Sic. 1, 40. Auftin. Sub Apgeti nomne Layda- 

"pur prepoſtus Ectleſie, 50 Beta. Annot. The chict teacher in the Synagogue was callcd the an- 

ell of che arnugy ene Awſw, in Dcur. 3x. 11, So Malachi. 2, 5. The Prieſts lips (hail pre- 
erye knowledge, tor he is the Angel or Meſſ:nger ef the Lord of Hoſts, 


What other Churches did oblerve after, the Apoſtles times, as Ordo Epiſcaps- 
to the manner of their Government, when they grew numerous, and '*® «4 igi- 
_ to many Congregations and Presbyteries,we may cafi!y be re- _— 
olved both by the tettimony and praiſe of all Antiquity : Fathers, fladit autoriym. 
Councils, Hiftorians, who have ag ary the uninterrupted iucceſ- Tertul. /..4. c, 


fon of Biſhops, from the Apoſtles, both in the ſeven Afiatick, Chur- $- 44 Marcio, 
; : So Clem, Ales. 


ches mentioned in the Revelation ; whoſe.* Angels were generally "lifes" char 
taken for their Preſidents or Biſhops; and- lome of Apolties then $5. Foby made 
living ; when as Frchippms, Evodins, and Oneſimus, and Polyera- Biſhops in 
te; were Biſhops, &c. Whatafter times obſeryed, is evident to chis 4fa.. 
dey among all Qhriftians ; even thoſe of the Eaſtern and Abyſſine pogo oy - 4 
Church have til their Biſhops : ſo the Greek, and A2uſcoviriſh. Chur- eli ng 
ches ; fo the furtheſt A/iavs; which are thought to have beeri firſt after the Re- 
converted by St, Thomas, (who furtheſt from believing, did the pe- velat.on wriv- 
nance of travelling furtheſt, to Preach che Golpel! in india) J Dionyfius 


$. 


'obſerve the Fratres Bohemi in their perſecuted ſtate and poverty for p,j 
along time, ſtill recained a very, happy and comly order of Epiſce- Placed { St. 
pall Government, 1.3 59 TT 17 rage gr 


Smyrna, Iren. 1. 3. ©. 3. Befote the Revelition, Sorhe Epiſtle of rhe Smyrnenſe 4 juility. hit 
calling him Saoyan ml 9 infrunrcc wt wendy or Tprpen hun none Euſeb, l. 4. Hiſt. 116.Arz9 1450. 
' Fravres Bobtmi, lib. de fide &f mpridus eorum. ' | 7 Refine 


* Truly, J neyer found ſo much light of Scripture patern and. pre- \ 
"cept, enjoyning any .one,'0r more. Pregbyters to, do all. thoſe works, ©... 
of power and:juriſdiftion ; Nor ever: did they without the prejence. ...;. * +. 
"of au Apoſble; or ſome Age lucceſſor and Bilhop, regularly. nt 
 ordein, excommunicate; fulence, &c; (o faras I nd [0 Wes 

are but two' texts that mention the Presbytery,- (and-but one wil 


can be pretended for ruling Lay-Elders ;) which yet theſe are nor 
| Mm 3 | preceptive 


- 
«IT - 


of Epiſcopell" Dignity: 
preceptive or inſtitutive, but meerly narrative and touching, with. 
out expreſſing any joynt power, Office, or Authority of-Pre 
with any Preftident or gn much Jeis, without - them. and again 
them, Yea I read in St. Judes Epiltles v. 8. foul marks: put upon 
thoſe in the Church, char deſpiſe dominions, and ſpeak, evill; digns- 
ties ; Againft whoſe proudand ſeditions pratiſes, a woe is dend 
Verſ: 17, ced, as againſt men, cruell like (ain, covetous like Balaam:; | am- 
bitious as Korah, faCicus difturbers of that order, which God hath 
ſet in his Church, (as well as in civill ſocieties) after the mutinous 
Numb.c6.3- example of Korah ard his company, who roſe againſt beth Moſer 
ard Aaron ; parallel to whoſe evill manners and' diſorderly pra 
z Per. 2,10, Aiſes, thele men had not been, =—_ whom St. Jade here, and* $t, 
Peter in his ſecond Epiſtle ſo ſharply inyeighs (as. preſumproemt, 
ſelf-willed , deſpiſers of dignities, &c.) unleſs there wy berg 
{ome eminencies in the Church Chriſtian, as well as was 
the Jews, which theſe men were moſt bold to oppoſe: and coritemn; 
Rom. 1g. As tor the civill powers, that then were in the world, "humble Chri> 
1 Pct.2.13- fans made conicience as God commanded them, to ſubmic to them 
in all honeſt things. And thoſe hypoerites, were no doubt toe wary, 
to adventure any thing againſt them, whoſe power was tertible 
the ſword ; But the Orders, Governments, Dignities and Dominions 
in the Church, were expoled by their weaknels, to the ſcorn andaf- 
fronts of any ſuch proud a — Spirits ; which.cowe- 
"LP* n red themſelves under the veil of Chriſtian Religion, yea and-pre- 
+ F3* tenſions of the Spirit too; the better to ſer off their Schiſths, and ſe- 
paratings from that authority, power, and order, which God -had-by 
the ApoſHes fetled in the Church, even in thoſe times. 1500 
5 If there were not thus much of Scripture patern, and precept 
' pleading fairly for a right Epiſcopacy ; yet ſince there'is nothing '2- 
oainſt it, in Scripture, or Reaton,in Religion, or morals, yea and © 
's5 urke Ay much for it in common reaſon, true polity, and almoſt neveſſitie in 
4onprvinu ' Church ſocieties, no leſs than jn either families,Cities,armies, or any 
4G. Plats, de fraternities, and Corporations of men : No doubt . the Lord: of | his 
— ftimrep, Church hath,not deprived or denyed that lrberty, and benefit, of g« 
fine dim &+ order, and. rational] Goyernmeit to his Church, which in all & 
regomins cuſto- {ocieties, may lawfully be uſed, according to wiſdom and- diſcretion ; 
Mt Truly, we may as m_ think it unlawtull, for one Miniſter to excell 
i another, or many others, in age, parts, learning, prudence, gavity. 
pt op | and pubernative faculties : w ch. if they mey, levfelby be S4and 
*r 40 fine proprio ate Found in tome by the eſpecia}l gift of God, to ſo great ne 
ejee Magiſterio.' From, and excellencies above, others: what Reaſon-or Religion: can 
Forbid them to be accordingly uſed, and publikely yed in. a8- 
{werable —comotrarr of place ard ' power for the C good? 
En Y if . ps $ ; ” » Y © sf . . 0 
» F me equires hnnulity in prciny, Miniſtry > 


. 


Vulgar prejudices ageinſt Epiſcopacy. 
rity, and ſervice in their luperiority, proportioned to theit gifts-atid 
endowments, Which God nevergave in vain. Nor doth there ever 
want indeed a plebs and vnlgarity, among many Presbyrers; rhoughe 
honeſt and able men, ſome of whom are Riilt young,” and prone to 
be paſſionate, imprudent, faGtious and ſchiſmaticall. whole folly; is 
not yer decoRted, nor youthfull heats abated, &c. For the good 
ozdering of whom, beyond a contemprtible and heady parity, a right 
Epiſcopall preſidency raay be as »ſefull, lawfull, and neceflary ; as a 
Jude Wine was for Timothy, in regard of his frequent infirmities. 
t Tim. 5.23. which St; Jerom 43-4 where owns, as the ground of 
the fuſt — — after = A Nor can fuch 
2 paternall preſraency be injuriousto others, If rightly ordered, in x... 
the cue choofing and preferring of a worthy and hay fe who bay a 
cannot be ſaid to be imperious, or t5 exerciſe any forbidden domri- verſus Lucife- 
»ion over choſe, by whole ſuffrages and content he is | worthily pla: Tianas-Kcab-fie 
cod in that powerand place for the good of them all z which prio- [os 
rity and eminency 0oght -to be /kepr, within thoſe bounds of Chri- zpi/cop; "ch 
. . ian authoriry, which may conſiſt with Charity and Humility. And tate pender, cay. 
afterall this, we ſee by wofult experience, that the want of - that # ow eximia 
right Epiſcopall Government; hath- occaſioned fo many and great (aca © ab 
miſchicfs, in this and{other:Churches z as do-ſufficiently ſhew the ,,,, > fog : 
uſe and worth of it ; Which was alwaies the greateſt conſervator of reftas tot in B6« 
the Churches peace-end purity in the beſt and Primitive times. — cleflis efficien 

| | | ſchiſmata quot 


ſacerdotes, Frogs Eccleſia bonorem, quo ſalvo ſafvs pax eft. Tertul, de Bapt. Presbyteri & diaconi 
an ops iſandi now vt ds autoritate, Oc. any Res, r de Her ahi nec Evans 
gely nec (963 ſus memo/es, nequefaturum Dei judicium, neque nunc fibi prapoſſtum Epiſcopum cogitantes, 
quod nunguam onnine {ub ameceſſoribus fattum eſt, cum a & contempt prapeſitt ſui totum obs 
verdicant quorum immoderata & abrupta preſumptio temeritate ſua, & bonorem martyr «am ,& confiſſorum 
puderem, & univer/e plebu tranguilltatem 1 conatur. Thus Cyprian complains in his time, 
who was one of the meckeft and humbleſt Bi that eyer wete, of the Arrogancy of Presby- 


ters ating without their Biſhop, (yp. Ep. 67. Mutua at feda fibi preflat crrevum pairocinia erran- 
tiow maliizudo. Cecil. in M. F, D:ſipic qui ad vilgi norman ſapit. Sen. ima ipunntiv mic aivuie 
dion Cl, Al. ge... agia & ihgpig d miles & whe & 23 vim mAbons whe 01 rear gurjeir Naz or, 24, 
Contra Arianes qui ſuis numeris gaudeban. : 
If any Obje& the vulgar prejudices and diſaffettions in many 2. 

mens minds, againſt any thing that is called Prelacy or like to Anſwer to 
Epiſcopacy, or they 7. The beſt obſervation to be made, as from ww/gar nn- 
the vote and ſenſe of the (www)) moſt men, is this ; what they moſt ſat wfattions 
dislike and oppoſe, is moſt by wiſe men to be defired and approved; againſt E- 
Its no rule for Food men to walk 'by, in matters of Religion, above prſcopacy, 
all, 2: Tbelieve rhe generality of ſober Chriſtians in this Nation Meghqgond” 
do ſomuchiſee the milery of change, and the want of right Church 7 0m | 

iow 8 Bebedals wo imiononres, Infler navis tempeſtatibus ſaftate eff Epiſtopi anna: meriey5511 pp 
Y gy pepajiet bx2prr, mm} —_ dy#ngion, &c, Chryloſt, in AR, Ap.bom:3, Erhi, | 
Government, 


Vulger prejudices againſt Epiſcopucy. * 

Government, that they are (both the moſt and belt-of them)- rather 

defirous of a reſtoredand regulated Epilcopacy, than any. other way; 

which hath been tryed in vain. 3. Neither headlets 'Preibytery; 

nor ſcattered /ndependency are without many great diſlikes'-already 

in the minds of many good Chriſtians ; 'who finding «theſe reme» 

dies worſe than the dileaſe are ca ws againſt them borh.- 1; Foe 

their novelty ; _ yenes - in the Chriſtian world, ye ay 

ah ears, and the lait of not aboye ten years ſtanding in' England; 

—_ he £ both brought in but. abruptly, as riſing from private "mens nth, 

inducrre licet, fed paſſions and policies ; with which Epi _ overnment did not well 

"cceligere quod apree ; Neither of them ever having had either the vers: of any 

—_— wu generall council}, orthe praRtiſe of any .confiderable yn of the Cz» 
" o:les tholick Church. 2. SuſpeRed = are by many, * for their preya» 
domini babemus ling upon this Church, by a kind of force ; againſt the nt of 
autmes, qui nec the ſupreme Magiſtrate, and this in broken and bleeding times; 

- bf pores Planted not by Preaching and patience, but by the Sword, and ws 
0 darrent ££129 with. <ivill blood ; Each driving their Chariot (as \Tullis 
elegerunt, ſed the wile of Tarquinxs Superbus did) over their Fathess : As if they , - 
acceptam brought in (eArmatum Evangeline )Chiiſtian Religion in compleat * 
Chriſto diſcipl- armorg and Chriſt marching, like Alexander, Hannibal, or Ceſar x 
= —_ pr when as Epiicopacy was (tots -vrbe detrerum)) with wiſdom, chas 
minifarnme. Tity and peace, by conſent of all Churches inall -the world . 
Tertul. de ved (as St. Jerom tels us,) and eſtabliſhed even in thoſe 'imes,” 


Przſ. ad Hzr. when perſecution kept the Church moſt in purity,and unity with ſelf, 
oa iy of and when prayers and tears were the on'y arms uſed in the Church, 


1.ad Ticum, £2 {et up any part of the Kingdem of Chniſt g either in DoQrige or 
arrtyt we 3 Diſcipline, 3. Becauſe neicher of thoſe riew _ ever yet had. 
,) from” the 


tuch _— and peaceable approbation (after due debate 
publike reaſon, prudence 4nd piety. of this nation, cot parable to 
what the Government by Biſhops, alwaies had, in aJl Parliaments | 
and Synods for many hundreds of years, fince we had any Princes 
or Parliaments Chriftian. 4. Neither of them,” carry” yet 'any* 
miſfing face of more truth, peace, order and hotly | L Ciikian 
reformed Re'igion, to this Church or Nation z nor yet of , more wo- 
 rall ftriftneſs and holinels in mens lives ; nor of more grace in wens 
_ hearts ; norof more love and union as to mens affections ; yet m 
no degree ſo muchas Epiſcopacy did, in the Primitive and beſt ti mes 
yea, and in theſs laſt times too, ſince the Reformation, for althou 
it. might have ſome ſharp prickles with ic ; yet ir bare ſweeter 
| fairer R er, than theſe [al have done or are like to 'do, and. with 
far leſs cffenie. 5. The fame or worſe inconveniences, Which are 
by any objected againſt Epiſcopacy in its age and decays, diſcover 
themlclves in the very bud and infancy of theſe new ways : AS 
much pride, ainbition, tyranny, vanity, incharitablenele ; more 


profancls, 


that they ſhall be be freed from thole A Lawns gh 199 
or odiouſly objeted againft Epilcopacy:;. and which may > ih inci 
dent in time to all things that are managed | men, 

This government then by a fatherly ent or chief. Biſhop. a- 
mong- Presbyters, .lecming to have not-equall, but- far Gian The kl 


oe from. Script wre, both 2s to the Devine we:{dome,. fo ordering * of .E- 
form rea 


of bis .anticnt.Church among che Jews ; the- exam- piſeopecy * x= 
ple, precept z3ndidixeQion. evident. from. Chrilt Jelus, and the holy garnſt any 
| polite iu the-New Teſtament; No wonder-that many; yea far the. other. 
oo ood! y and Jcarned upright men, do. rather- approve- a Prin- 
tive and rig bt Epiſcapecy, thairany-othetiwew faſhion, which is ra- 
therconform. to.lecular; intereſt, than toany thing.of the Churches, 
or. true religions advantages; elpecially when 'tis-evident, that Epif- 
copacie hath. the en. tern addition'of the eAztient , 
rows Univer|all government , nu memes by all the 

of. Chuilt, - the jorn-n 
which, ncither of theorber, can. with any. fare GA for ys ihr 
ſelves; nor with.any-cruth cantradi;s ng + monterigyas -all | 
quity, in the behalf of right and regular Epiſcopacy, which never 
failed to{ſneceed the + les anthirity and eminenty, etthier by their 
own immediate 2pporntment in many places, even while they yer U- 
ved; or by the cletion and Votes of Colleges and Fraternitics 
of Prechyrers, after the! Apolites deceaſe, ,vho:{till - choſe one man 


eminent, for his faith, piety, 2cal, and holy gravity ,to:be:duly -con- 2 
ad V 


ſecrated in poweraud place above them ; 5. @ Father among fons' 
or an elder Brother among brethren'3. or as a Mafter'or Prove 
_ College; or as a 'Gemerall 'in an Amy} as '$t.. Jerome himſelf 
tells us. 


inAQ, | lrmegles no} abi ings. wr ign, the PR BL AAS. 
© ID i20 nilery, xj hg dive n:Hadg.Cryſolt. Hom ax | 


Tf any man ask .me then what kind of Biſhop 1 would have; pid Synef.”. 
Lanſwer, Suchan one for Age,/as may be'a Farher ; ; for wiſdome-a 


Senator, for D Lahenc nc —_ att en pep, oa for invent 


Saint 5 for -a.Labonrerx ,for 'N 


ne 


=" 


Pe, Vid Bern. ad 


$96 _ The Chr if Wt lene 


Eug.1.4. Ove harity a Brother, for ; for hilt 

may eſſe far- £41 _ and other Chiiftians .- 
fra [ofs4s,_ have binvycnerable forthoſe ſeveral pen | 
{pecutum, pjzs m:rkable/in the antientand 'mioft” iniitable Bibs 
tat's exemplaty of S:.Gnegory ; the-indefatipableneſs of” qr | 5 | of 
ver; at: 15 St. Ambroſe ; che Jearnin Nazienuen ; t fk, pe4's 
torem, fd A Eloquence of (-bryfoftorr'; the genuleneſs I lay ; 7h e 6 


en/orm, Chite 
/-ynw du. Hames o [pnatins; the invincible conſtancy of Py 


cem , amicum, «may come neerelt ro the-Apoltolical} pores 
an 


ſpouſe, Ge. , of an Chriſtian, or Miniſter, the gra 4 X./ 6 

- _ o alns Chri . I would — ( yet not ET; bar Ely &t 
aceraonbis ciquity requires & B J ro- be am ten” © 20 
moday end Chriſtians the moft farrhGul;arn ing EE 


em [urpl monyg 
dber Elorel, among Orators the woſt perſwaſive; a 


ad Au derate: ;among Devotionaries the mot fervent 
angel. as ad ex- moſt forward ; among PtaRtiſcrs' ena oo 


-__ a, a WR, perſeverantsthe moſt —_ 
was 


wiſe reds Holy of holyes th to the /mwardeaonrr of 


vit.Poſſid.vita ified and converted; and to'the outward tort t are, cal- 
Aug. led Chriſtians, only in viſible profeſſion ;'I woe Feng L1 
- one Him,thar is juſtly to be blamed,or finiſterly ſuff T 
Apoftolovrum, that are molt delervedly commended” by wiſe ; ſhber ts, 


Et xelum ac lo- I would have a Biſhop of; all men the moſt conpleat;/as i irje 01 
cum jor:14 tam him the greateſt care, namely that of _ Church, and'of fouls; I 


3g ar _ <® this in 2 more publike and eminent inf _— as'one ily rms 
peer 90 of bring the ſtriftnels of Gods accownt, a nw) expeSindſ' ys Jo | 
Bera.ſer .77, -rious Crown, ora molt grievous Curſe o all Bremiry.” ; ww 4 To rt h 


i in dn" & mgrnd dowmauie. 1/. Pee, Lz. 1eromn ad Heliadorum, Naz.orarlt.oas 
Grind? pre ſed erandis ruin: | es: Feroo, * Ve es Epiſcaps opfpyins a _ 


miſerabilius þ in crumine hendater, Amb.de dig.Sa. 


-. I would have bim moſt deſerve, and moſt able wo_ule-y wall F 

yet lealt eſteeming, coveting, or ambitionating-the riches, pomp; yd 

pI ry, and boxoxy of. the world. One that knows how+«ro- own” Hnnen” 

Vid. Amb, #a Perſecution, as well as in-Profperity, and dares to do, wh $ 'Quty, 
cp.82. as a Biſhop in botheftates 3. I do not: much” cotifider t »eculgr Fa 

s eligen- ye and Eenipage, further than as.publike inc« | 

TEA as excitations to excell, as noble rewards 6f Learning, and as et "mn 
} dvitew ad decencies or folemunies which. do. muchſec off, no pts x 

boworis tÞoriry.jn the fight of the,,yulgar; . I-with bias duly; cleſen with” - 

Ecelefiaftici, 5 nts ay; 2, wich model, eff comed withy hdnous, Fo. 

p&* cc wich loye; Overſeeing,with vigilance; reling with jon ne. | 

-_ & ſant;- 2X levelled wich younger Preachers and, novieesynor | 16 

CENT ted aboys he grave; andaldes Frere | | 
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ond; 
regs. ( if it up 5-4 had? 
th ich to. exercile a boa nur — 
ry where « canyrelpeR and conciliare Joye ; "1th 
Lwiſb him chat ip' ve. NR. md ns x; 
his vertue and picty may ſtill preſcrye rhe authority. of | 
and this in the der, face and Dignity of the. 2-1 | 
may be the Touchſtone of Truth, the Loadſtone.of Love, the. > ade4 "Me 
dad of Faith, the Patern of holineſs ; rhe. Pillar.of ability, nw the, and Sin ogef 
(ener of Unity in the Church. lend Net 
® Nor are theſe to be eſteemed, 2s CharaBers of an Expepios Pres. "-—_ deB- | 
las, only to be bad in the abſtract of fancy. and ſpeculation ; Many 
hich Biſho $ have been antiently in the. Church, and not afew, here _.. 
in England, ſome fill are ſuch in their noe their ruipes and... 
oGoangs, and more might.conftantly and « be fu to the .. 25 
hes good order, peace and honour ; -IfR als Pom, ns aj 
Religion and not Superſtition, Judgerers and "ys TT 
nels and not fiercenels, | 
he lx {oa and not Vulga 


Amiquity, am = n6 


peer 7 pgs 5 from ir 2 iy 


wal Ln 1 oY decked with Tolettth ' 
th power, t Gan Conntel milded 

ma mothered with ſtate, than'Y anity. dreffed up wi 
Biſhops ſhould nor be like , j 

cefſe, having a of diſtanice, tev7or, dp 

of light or Cleft yerrue'; Bwer 


de, ſhi Wi 
ME nf Er re ps 


ſcrce, who is Gnly Sus | 
light, pA DE for his Jove to rhe Churth ; ; = -hath he LIEN 
conyey love tokens 


ſome proxies to woo for him, and Me SN oo #4 
from him ;'a "whom the holy Bilh ops of SHhurch were £ 
2ccounted as the chiefeſt Fathers nfxt the! Apo es, When they . 
indeed ſuch as Evil) tm& mot feared, good men nit E xcrulr 
ticks moſt envieds arid Hereticks mo "rH g MCT 18. 
great an advantage to the Churches: happineſs, 6 > Ur 

in its due'conſtitution and exerciſe, that it is no ſmall lar ixoue hy 


god. y ,NOt. to it, and n 
pode) 161 Gi moe Fes IT; 
it., Since fuck 7 mot ye 1, 22, ; 
5 \ en is 2 , as either 'Or 4 
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mendable in-tbe-Church(ſo:far as. it tands.in-a-wfhbie; 
«7; being:no way, either ſiofull in ir{cif,or ER. 
Law of God, any more than it is for Chriſtjans uv evrill governmam; ; 
x0 baye Maiors 1n their Cicies, Colonels in their Armies, Maſters: in, 
their Colleges, Wardens 1v-their Fraternities, Caprains or Pilowim 
their Ships, or Bathers in their Families, ruth nJ AYE 
Nor is; indeed the venerable face of true Epiſcopacy'ſo ak - 
by ſome mens, late ridiculous drefles and diiguites ;-bus that wile.ay 
learned men ſtill ſee the _— reverend —— —— ob 
it, not only of pious and prime antiquity, but'of-beauty; order; h 
In ptebeneo ve one, ne bever] lack as Row from both humane wary” nk | 
ritas wes Judi (ine ; if popular contempt-and prejudices in ſome of the-walaae 
— mms rh. of things a — agamſt-any-chingin Ke 
dam umn | zOTF- 4 x 
claim, ligion, or in-the-Church-of Chriſt , . will _ a ello mhieand 
preceps profird- uilifie all Presbyrery, and ai! 14n:i/iry, as al ilcopacy. Indeed 
Gnanibus fludi neither of "une te Doe ther honor, uſe, wul.cmatiags if they. 
& inconditis exceed their proportions, and either daih againſt, or. incroach/-upow/ 
aetibus omnia cach other ;_ contrary to.thole bounds and merchods, which -primitive 
miſcexs, Tacity vom obleryed berween power and countell, Order and Auth 
({ ommunity and Unity, It is very probable, that a few--years 
rience of the want of good Biſhops, will ſo reconcile the\minds of | 
: ber and impartia)l-Chriſtians-to-them, that few will be againfithem, 
ave only ſuch, who. think the beft ſecurity for ſome of thei eſtates 


;to be the utter exploding, and perpetual! extirpation of 'Epiſcopacy; 
A thing which one of the wiſeſt of mortals 5 ped jr want et? 
for which he was able to give ſo good an account in Reaſon; Pigs 
ty,and true: Polity; that itappearsto have been not ov ors raed 
.intereſt, but judgement and conſcience, that ſo long ſuſtained that 
unhappy -Controverfie, which I-have no mind to revive, but only 
( if ble) to reconcile, whichis no hard matter where deer 
traths meer with moderate affeKions, and peaceable inclinations; 


For I'find by ehe proportion of all Polity and Order; that if Epiſce- 
qell'erninency be not the main weight, and carriage of Eccleſia | 
government; yet itis as the Axis or wheel which purs the whole frame” 
of Churchſociety-and communion: into a fit order and aptitude for 
motion ; eſpecially in-greater affociations of Chriſtians; which make 

the moft firm and belt conftituted Churches. | | 
This being then the true figure of a learned, grave;.. 

induftriousBiſhop, there need not more be ſayd to redeem E} 
cy*fromr prejudices; or to affert it againſt thoſe rriviall obj 
which are not with truth and judgement, ſo much as” with 1 
and partiality made againft ir. | on 

' Thoſe light roxches which are by ſome men produced From the 
anticns Wyzcrvin the Chtuch, for the countenancing*of == 


of Prechyteries without a 

dency of powerin Co | 

balance, Or drops of a Jul Duck 

tefimonies, WhIc Epiſcopacy,- 
ures men be allowe befterdife the 


works of the Fathers as they-lift,, and by a. new purgatorian Index 


foundation, 


ſufficiently. renowned 48 who! 
2 Biſhop and a Martyr ; his ſeat E 
his graze at Rome ; Bur his wriri ig : v3 
by Antiquityzas'to rcze& thoſeEpiltles whichwe urge:in this pointof py gu/eb. | 
Epiſcopacy for genuine-: and which are oft. mentioned with honour, ;Cirw. alles, | 
(0's part the. very words), which we: now read z ſo- thati-it Zoven. @. 
2 paſſion. and boldneſs 100. [er wile: to the cane; which er art 
learned man undertook -; / {o to endevour. at once "to: expunge'thoſe-p,im. of 4m. 
teſtimonies, and remains of. [gnatizs, which indeed-are- yery weigh=edivian. of 3g+ 
t7, and.many, for the 4;ſtinftion of Biſhops,  Presbyters, and: Dea- nain- 
cons, even in the fielt century, after Chriſt ; which our Jearned- and: 
induſtrious -man Dr, Hammond bath latcly , as (aqze riayacnde 
ae ) 2 valiant vindicator defended ; not more to the honour-of /gme+! 
tix, than of himſelf, whom-providence 'bath choſen; and {> enabled, 
to be a Patron. to-(o. glorious a Martyr; and in fo juſt-a-caule, as to; 
redeem one-of the” firlt Fathers from that,Presbyterian Limbe.. 

How uncomly, and petrclant ſome. other © mens- carriapes- have 
been, and are daily-toward-the antient- Fatbers of: the | Church, 1 
need not tell, when "ris-coo-evident, how:rthey? þ mrmmcnatr, 0;the. 
5, whe chem k;, ingin favour for cither an Headlefle: 
Presbyterie, a cent | y. Indecd; it's 4 ſhame-to- 
ſee young men and novices, (0 to make thoſe antiemt;holy;atid leas- 
ned Writers £0 ſcratch or blot their own faces; withi their own Pens, 
and to put out their Eyes,wi#h their own ftiles ; wer! as it were: 
therr wſes fl x ons thoſe pogo _ | 
exotick formes of Church-governmens; which neirhet they; northeir 
forefathers eyen up-to the Apoſiies: times, everifaw' or knew; And 
this tyrannicof quotations muſt be-exerciſed| upon the works of the 
Fathers, though neyer ſo: much againſt the clear judgement\and- 
praRiſe of thole holy men, who were themlelves, cither eminent Bi- 
ſhops, as molt of the Antients were, whoſe Works are extant, - or 
Nan 3 humble 


- humble and peaceable "I Ini 
' mictellto the authority of their AGIATY 
heid t& utes fewobtcurer paſſages in 
Which are a hundred to one, GT expreſt | 
men:s; or the whole Churches praQiiſe in'their tmes,*.to' be withour” 


any diſpure for Epiſcopary, and — bom Ce ” Ba 
ing the Apcftolical{ eminencie in the ordinary power,.of Ordinarion © 
= Chchetrgtact Indeed, I have oft L0665:75 men of” 
learning ard piety,bad the confidencerocifes pics even out of ly. 
nat, i erinllian, Trenent, Origen,('y [emer 'of 
Ambroſe, cAuſten; andothers in favour of f, Wi 
againſt a Biſhop or Prefident, wheryall Srblartng. 70: 
Fathers are meſt clear, both- in their own: judgements, the? ue 
Churches Catholick praQtiſe (- yea, and FOES: 6 wf'g 
right uſe of 2cgular Wpioopady yeh: as a}*ſober und 
Regulation approves \ ++» E PEI 
e A 
of Epiſeoſa- | What evepche Fathers eggs na for the Mink. 
ſters rights i9-@ joynr Pregbyterie, or the-peoples.as 
On 2u ad Cy, amount to no-more; but-either to. reprels the wrath pear 
me perlato pla- — of- ſome:Biſhops, who-in more” fayourable times ufur» 
xafiarnag) 2 actafed their- power apainſt;'or with-;negleR of the Canuſdit: 
et and aſſiſtance of hem hw (which- in all aiqger oo 4 and in'\Antjs.” 
Rom.ad Cyp. qQuity were ever joyned-with-the. matters ) or" elſe" 
Epiſt.46. when the inſolence and fcorn-of ſome ick governoursarvle.” 
I: the ab» to the per ay aith ul * To- -whom in Priminive”.. 
I rimes greatregard d, bor by ad Procdyrorg:im all pub-/, 
the B:ſhop, lick tranſaRions, which onerencs their, and the Churches: | 
the Pres byrers vernment,that ſoall _ might be done, with charity, | 
ſome me go- ap approbation of al} Chriſtians. This was nor ont 


v-1n'd the 
Church. ly and convenient, but dlmoR ncelwy 4 
ans 


Su in Cypri 


abſcnce. Epip. revs." Arg 
26. 30.31, de 
So ſbred. lz 


£.22 when the els oben id fat; ln ec x7, he "F$ Ri Fre 


Orct:ofox Bi- 
thop baniſh- ro RE Bones har lik 


<d, the Pref. Tg foe, id fo formerly people, 


b yrers Flavie- ena 


-— gnakgy br Rang wall dvd 6 Py the hy 
puided he fe Probe power in common -with Biſhops, or- of 
Church, oye? : Namely , that. they. would. have ( after the- pat- 
* mw 1194. rn AooRolike pr idort ad humilny_) all things of 


os Fe eres concernment,in the. Church,to be ſo managed by rhe chief Go» 
prevay: , FT nd Or. « Athe- DADA EIT oF _Zeepl, ſhould _ 


\| oVer thr: 
#5 4 #S, a* 3 


- 
- 


£1 , 79 | 
tion Greek Chur- 
: ches. 
kk : alſams;; res, 
et they hai no 
= 319-4 c, toy aus 


213. Cypr.c 

inp jp nt: gs wirca AE. 
dio cari,23. by 

«dts per wey or Excuſe p F 24 es Er- : Biſhops pere 
y, ” er, Mich' fre” "26 /« ſonal errors, 
e xre the ie fruits no argument 
bis but of envy 
"cors and malice 


wiſe 4g4/n/# the 
7 office; 


| LI Ya” "tis. _= 
ble*in an i 


oooly Preto Hmes, biit in" 
Fither "or Mas 


which png 4 Wy drevey 7 


waeaſily eftectod 3 bycke corveatonref tech bead Fathers 
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Anſwer to 
what is uy- [uperititionfly urge, and impoſe, from:the Covenant, _—— 
ged in the pacy in any ki bn, and 
Covenant a- Amiquity, and Catholique cuftome, are all for a: right 


of Regulated Zriferzery, 


of the-marriages of Clergy-men ; He ſaw ſome reaſon 

age ſhould Cert to x thy (as, ro. the honour of their ons 
the redemption of them from ſecuilar cares, &c. ) Bat he faw. ch 
more reaſon to allow them rhat liberty, which nat ouly Namur 


Realon, and:Religion gives then, as well a3 avy nic, 'byt.orca... 
honor of the Church kate + fohs ps dart 
which followed the contrary.. Anil beyond ,it appenrs-af- 
ter long diſpute, that if it be not nerrilpay by Dinine. poriaige and 
dire&ion to bave, ſuch Biſhops among the. Clergy ;yerithere:is:no 
neceſſity made, to oppor againſt them, cither.in\. .or Str 
Nor doth cither Pregbytery or Thewany 1a: good "ride 
to divine right as Epiſcopacy doth, which includes: the.good: of. boch 
thoſe, and. ſuperads ſome thing . of -Order, Unity, .Excellenoy 
beyond them -both, for the good -of oe _———_ tor, 


Yea, I have known ſome Miniſters. pf, repute - ales 
and Piety,who were ſometime. greas Ficklers for |the:parityof )Prets 
byrerie. z yer.they have, fince the milchiefs ctoſuing the change tave 
co and gwexched rhoſe former -vain hopes, and exceilive hears; 
confeſled-to me, That they ſee nothing /in-an Epifcopali:iprioyivy-or 
Preſidency un'awfull, as againſt Scripture or | Religion; only: i wey 
thought by many godly men inconvenient ;-It may:be:fo; nv theſe 
men did not foreſce the after. inconveniences which grow! greateyiby 
many degrees ; Sothat.I perceived thae this long, Loo bivody 
Gps, which ſeemed to hold forth the queſtion and :tidl. of »Divine 
Tg 

J 


t for Presbytery without 2 Biſhop, was now referrable--+6 the. 
ement of Prudence, rather than of Conſcience; x'mattervf -pblidie: 


rather than piety. 
This calmneſs at laſt abates much of that rigor, which ſomemen 


or form ; as if when Seriptare 2  Ryeſ 


i, It 


£ainſt Epiſ- were of any force to be battered and Aboliſhed by the Covenant"; the- 


Copacy. 


ſenſe of which, was ſometime declared, to be only againſt the Tyran- 


Tyranueum E- ical, abuſive, and corrupt. government of Biſhops, or thole neonve- 
Piſ coparim Te- ences which were-conceived to bein the:preſent Conſtitution; exer- 


£10207, 


ciſe, or aſe-here in England,” which one that had great - influence in 
compoling the Coyenant; aflured others was the meaning 'of ' the” 
Compolers/;:and the Covenants /intent, was only to remove - what” 
was decayed in that arttient Fabrick, and ſo Ars found* 
and good in it ;: The only lawful!'and honeſt tenſE of 'this Covenant” 
15 ſuſhcicnely Kept, if the former Conftitution of or Eng- 
land be ſo reformed, as it eaſily may be, and in reaſon oughrto-be -m 
what ever-it needed 9lteration or amendment. However that Cove- 
nant bring.noinfallilte-Qracle drtbared-from heaven; bit wg 2 

:* : ngine 


nt OY Ou, + O'S Te "0; IS 


<3 ab S i 


nee” 


"©. hed 


| Prelacy no Popery. 
Fogine, continued and carried on by a company of poor, finfull, and 
plitble men ( upon whole heads we have lived to ſee that arrow fall, 
which they thought to ſhoor, only againſt the face of Epilcopacy ) 
all us words and ſenics are certainly to be brought to the rules of 
every mans place and calling, of a good conſcience, of righe reaſon, 
and of Scriptures : - Nor may thele, with all Antiquity, and the Fa- 
thers,be forced robow rheirſheafesand to do homage ro that one Sheaf 
of humane Combrnation, and novel! Erc&ion, which holds forth, as 
nothing for 4 he adi: ( Presbyrery or Independexcy ; So, nothing of 
Reaſon, Scripture, or Conlcience againſt a right and primitive Epi;+ 
copacy ; Againft. which to make a Covenant of extirpation,muſt needs 
be fo much a fin, av it is againſt all reaton and religion, to abjure the 
ule of any tbing, which is lawfull, good and uſctull ; And if it be nor 
neceflary, as ot Apoltohke and divine Inſtitution, if there be nor 
Precept divine commanding, ou there is clear practiſe direQing the 
C:urch that way of Epilcopall government as beſt; which tome men 
wel knowing,to have bin anticntly approved and conſtantly followed 
by the Catho1-.22 C harch; they uted in the Covenant.that art againſt 
Epiſcopacy, to oder Popery and Prelacy together, thereby to bring the 
creater odium on Epiſcopacy, implying that they were both intollera- 
ble and inſeparable ; whereas in truth, there is nothing more ridicu- 
louſly falle and abſurd, than to think the Pope to be the Father or 
Fountain of Epiſcopacy, or to afhrm Prelacy ro be Popery, as now 
the word is commonly underſtood to fignifte-Error joyned with pride, 
and {uperſtition with tyranny. There were many godly Biſhops, 
and holy Prelates in the primitive Churches, which were equa],or pre- 
ceding,in time(as at Antiech, Jeruſalem, Alexandria,e#c.)to any Bi- 
(hop or Popecf Rome ; Many afterwards were equal] to him in autho- 


- 


Prelacy 49 
Popery, 


Zpiſcopatur #- 


448 eſt £:j36111 
He Fa 77 
gulls bn 7 4+ 


rity, as totheir ſeveral] Provinces ; Independent alfo, as to any de- dam pars teme- 
rivation of power from the Biſhop of Rome; As there are now many tur. Cyp. dz 
in the Chriſtian world, and were in the Engliſh Church, both long UN.ASCE, 


before, and ever fince the Keformation. Nor is the Pope by any wiſc 
men called Antichriſtian in any ſenſe, as he 5 a Biſhop, or Prelate of 
one Dioceſle or Province ; Nor was he Kyer choughe to be ſo by a1 
judicious Proteftant ; for then all Biſhops in all the world, as Bi- 
ſhops, had ever been Antichriſfts; and then, the whole Church of Chriſt, 
from the Apoſtles times; muſt have hag np other government, or di- 
aation,or Miniftry,but Antichriſtian, which is 2 moſt impudent and 
intolerable blaſpheming of God; and the Lord Jeſus, and his bleſſed 


Spinit, andof rhe whole Chorch ;' As Y, in ftead of the Spirie of Joh. 14,16, 


Truth, it had received only the ſpirit of Error and 'ying ; in fica 
of Cheiſts being elwajes 3th vt by the Miniſterial: gifts of bis Spi- 


it, and the. es, and their Succeffors, only Saran Had prefidea: in Mar.:8. 
urns ooo gr, aran er gr of how ag 


it by fatfity and Wſurpation ; and, wo be of all the 7 ar 


Gee, m Epiſt, 


32.Mauritio 


600. years af- 


ter Chriſt, 


True Epiſ- 
pacy may 
out ſecular 


ard civil 
aduantages. 


232 TraeE piſcopacy may conſiſt withous ſecular & ciril ah a 


earth, givento ( hbriſt for his poſſeſſion, in the way of an Eva;. 


gelical kingdome and Miniſtry, where truth and rig] : 


charity and order, are his Throwe and 
Chriſts ſtcad, 


with the odions charatter of eAmtichriſtian 


els, 


Scepter , all had 

cxpoſed to Antichriſts invaſion, that he might rule and nw 
It is upon other accounts than this, of bez 4 Br or @ Y 

late ina part of the Church, that the Pope: fo-by _ charged 


| , namely in reference 
to that ambition, pride, and uſurpation, which by fraud and force 


the Biſhops of Rome have obtained, and chalenge or exerciſe over all 


later times ; namely, funce Gregory the greats 
humble, devout, and holy Biſhop ; and had man 
his Predeceflors, as Popes or Fathers in that Sec o 
horred the name of Univeriall Biſhops, aſfirmin 

chriſt who ever arrogated that name of Univerſall 


the worle, and ſpecially over theſe Weſtern Beſbops and Churches in 
yes ( who was an 


pious martyrs, 
Kome, Re wat 
they were Anti- 


Biſhop;) Alſo for 


thoſe groſs abuſes, errors, tyrannies, ſuperſtitions, and perſecutions, 
which any Popes bave made in the Churches of Chriſt, comrary to 
the word andexample of Chrilt, and the Canons of general Coun- 
cils ; From all which, we had a Church and Mirxiftry happily refor- 
med, even by the care and conſtancy of many holy and learned men, 
who were Biſhops and Martyrs in this Charch of England. As then 
we do not abhor to be men, or Chriſtians, becaule the Pope is a man, 
and profefleth to be a Chriſtian ; So neither may we diſlike Biſhops, 


becauſe the Pope is one ; nor Presbyters and Deacons, becauſe there 


be many of that title and office in the Church of Rome. 


But in the laſt place, if primitive Epiſcopacy, and Apoſtolicall 
Biſhops, now poor, and deveſted of all ſecular power, and ornaments 
conſiſt with- of honour and eftate, ( and in this conform ro their Predereffors in 

: primitive and perſecuting times) may not in reaſon of ſtate with 
publick honour be reſtored, and eſtabliſhed in this Church of Exg-- 
land, yet it may be hoped, that the Izdulgence, and: liberty of rimes- 
ts and con-- 
ſciences bind them either to be ſo ordeined Miniſters, or to + receive 
the comfort of divine Miniſtrations only from ſuch asarein holyor- 
ders by the ſafe and antient way of Epiſcopall Ordifation, may: have 
and'enjoy that liberty (without. perturbing the publick peace)which- 
both Presbyterians and- Independents - doe enjoy in their new 


will give ſo much tolleration, That thoſe whoſe jud 


wayes : For nothing will ſayour:more of an imperious and | 


impotent 
s and 
for- their novel-- 


ſpirit (whoſe faith and charity are ſlaves to, ſecular-a 
intereſts ) than for thole who.have obtained 1; 


tics, todeny the like free dom to other mens Amtiquity , | which hath 


the Ecclehaſtical] praQtiſe and precedency of- 1600... 


the preporderancy of muchreaſon, Scripture, and holyexamples 


rs; 


All: 


Biſhops ordeining Presbyters in England did but their anty. 


which to force godly, grave, and learned men, Miniſters or people, to 
refivunice ; of iv compay with other wayes againſt their pub 20m v9 : 
or elſe to deprive chem ot a1t »ozy orders, emp/loyments and miniftra- 
tions in the Church, as Chrittians, cannot but be a molt erying and 
ſelf-condemning fin, in thole men, who lately approved that antient 
and Catho)ick way ,and after diſſenting, at-firlt defired, but a mod: ſt 
tolleration. , 

Since then the Pope, as 4 Biſhop,zs not Antichriftian, as T have 


pne neither can it be affirmed with any ſenſe or: truth, that either - 


piſcopacy it lelf , or Biſhops, Paſtors and Governows in the 
Church are Antichriſtian ; Ir will cafily appear to ſober Chriſtians, 
how poor, popular, and paſſionate a. calumny that is, which ſome 
weak minds plealc themielves to objeRt againſt the. Miniftry of the 
Church of Ex 1a»4, as if it were Amzichriſtian, becaute the Miniſters 
received their Ordunation and InduRion, both. to the office and exet- 
ciſe of their Miniſtry, by the hands and authority of Biſhops, with 
thole Presbyrers affiltant who were preſent, which was the Univertall 
practiſe of all Churches ancicntly in Ord:iping Presbyters, and is at 
this day of moſt. This falle and cdious reproach of Antichrittian 
Miniſtry, many Presbyrers prepoberoully {eek ro wipe off from the 
face of their Miniſtry, as they are Presbyters, while yer with the 
ſame hand they make noſcruple to belmear the faces of Biſhops and 
Epilcopacy ; Not conſidering, that while they poorly gratifie the 
vwgar malice of tome men againſt all Biſhops, they ill ſharpen 

their ſpiteful objeRions againſt themſelves as Presbyters.. + | 
As yen this ſolemn and holy Ordization of Miniſters by Biſhops 
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7. 
herein England, by prayer, faſting, and impoſition of hands, was Biſhops in 
eAntient and Catholick,, no way againſt Reaton or Scripture ; yea, Englan 
moſt conform to both, in order co Gods glory, and the Churches ord: inin's 
welfare ( which I have already demonſtrated;) So, I: am fure in fo Prerbyiers, | 
doing, Biſhops did no more, - than what their. place, office,. and did buy their 
duty required of them, here in E»gland; according to. the Laws e- duty, 4ccore 
#4 liſhed, both in Church and State ; which had the conſent of the 4ing to law, 


whole Church and Nation, both Pre:sbyters and people, as well as 


Price and Peers : No wiſe man may blame that aR, or exercile of ——_— , 
government and jury ay in an other, which, he was inveſted with, {rar le- 


dd enjoy, and aRed in 
wherein each mans particular will is comprehended ; nor may -that 
be fayd to be a private felt, which is done in obedience to a »publick 
Lay; Biſhops then, duly ordeyning Miniſters in the Chuich of Eng= 
land, had the approbati:n of this Church and State, no leſs than of 
all Antiquity,” and of all the. Modern forein Churches,even thoſe 
that have not Biſhops, who yet ever commended and applauded that 


Venerable Order, here in England ; As for Scripture whichſome pre» 


publick, conſent, declared in-the Laws , gem , 
4 Reg 


feras. 
Jur. 


2$4 Primitive Cuſtoms how far alterable in the Ehuvthts Polity. 

tend againſt Biſhops, and for other wayes, I never read any. place 
commanding any one or two, or more Presbyters, to ordein or 95 

vern in any Church without a Biſhop , Nor do I find an place th 

bidding a Biſhop to ordein, and rule among and with the Presby- 

ters; According to that appointment of Timothy and Tit «s, which is 

of all moſt clear, for invetting both Ordination'and Church jurildi- 

Eton ar that time eminently,(though perhaps not ſolely)in one man; 

and if that Conſtitution in the Churches of Epheſus and Crete, car- 

ry not a Precept or binding excmplarineſs with it to after-times, 

( which Antiquity judged, and followed #niverſally,) yet ſure it 

redeems true Epilcopacy ſufficiently, and all good Biſhops ( in their 

right and moderate government of the Church, ( cſpecially in this 

point of Ordeining Miniſters )' from being any way Antichriſtian, to 
which we may be ture the bleſſed Apoſtle Paxt would never haye. 

given any ſuch countenance or paterr! , as that JuriſdiQion and 

power given to Timothy and Titzs muſt needs be : Nor are indecd 

the reproaches of | © 0 and Antichriſtian, added by vulgar igno- 

rance, or envy to Epiſcopacy, any other than devilliſh, falſe, and 

deteſtable Calumnies, invented by wicked men, to the reproach and 

blaſphemy, not only of {uv many eo and worthy Niſhops in all ages 
and Churches, as well as in E-glana, but alfo of that holy Spirit of 

truth, and Miniſteriall power which Chriſt gave to the Apoſtles, and 

they to their chief ſucceſſors the Biſhops ; by whole. learned piety 

and induſtry ſuch mighty works have been done in all Apts, and in 

all parts of the Church, and in none more, T think, "thay in this 

(hurch of Englard, chiefly fince the Reformation cf Religion, 

whereto godly and learned Biſhops contributed the greateſt humane 

aſſiſtance, by their preaching, writing, Jiving and dying, as became 

— holy Martyrs. | | 

Can. 6, Concil, I am vehemently for the ( 9» «4z#i*) antient and holy cuſtoms 
Nicem. of the Catholick Church, fo far as they may. be firted to the ſtate, 
Primiri and ſtature of any Chriſtian ſocieties ; Not that I think all things of 
-4-8 by external Polity ,diſcipline,and government,(by which Chriſtians ſtand 
Cop > th / tycd in relations publique to one another) were at firſt 1o at once 
Y "Pa " preſcribed or verſeted by Chriſt, or the B. Apoftles, as might not 
5 - by admit after addition, variations, or completions in any Chunch, or 
the ( bur-, Congregation Chriſtian, according to thoſe diftates © reaſon, and 


ches Polity * general] rules of Prudence, which are left. to the liberty of Churches; 
Conſuetude F hich i C ur" Fond the 
major now eft' Dy Which lo to preſerve particular Churches, as not to offend t 

zeritate aut 14- general) rules of order and charity, which bind them by conformity. 
_ Cyp- an the main, to take care of the Carholich, Communion, We are oC. 
- 4 baile. (I think ) tyed ſo ſtrictly to all the preciſe paterns of primitive and' 
rudo ubi non prevalet Scriptura aut ratio, Reg, Jur, Prefratti eft zpzenji contra omen conſuetydinem 
diſputare, m01 ofi nimis pert acute adberere, . 


Apoſtolicall 


- 
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Apoſtolicall praiſe 4 which might well vary:in the ſeveral] Rates, 

conditions, and dimenſions of the Church. T read no command tos ” 
Presbyters to chooſe a B:ſhop; or Prefident afnong inci and ih fo 

not doing, wm are defeQRive,not as to the Precepts of Sctipture ; but 1 C&.11. 16, 
to the rules of right reaton ; and the imiraticn.of ufefull example in 1 ?ny tar 
primirive tunes 3 Nordo I tindany Precept to one or more Presby- _ = Tore 
ters to ordein others atger them, who yet ought to take cafe both of pave —_—_ 
their own being rightly Ordeined,and of afrer ſuccefliott, according to Cuſtom; rior 
that patern, Analogy, and proportion of holy order and goyeritment, the Churches 
which was at firft witely oblerved by the Apoſtles, and the after ol Chuid, 
Miniſters of the Church, eicher as Biſhops -or Presbyters. The tes de 
{ame Coat would not ſerve (hriſt, a man grown, which did fit him, certi ftatuic 

a Child or Touth; Only it is neither late, comely, nor comfottable for Soriptura,mes 
any Chriſtians, wantonly,and without great and urging reaſons (next by % 
dore to neceflity ) ro recede from,or to caſt off the antient and. moſt <a } _ 
imitable Catholick cuſtoms of the Church : which truly is ſeldom 'neads fp ; 
done upon conſcientious and reall neceffities prefſing, but moſt what Aug.Ep.89. 
upon factious humours, and tor ſecular deſigns carried on under the ad Cal, 

colour of Church alterations. ' For how ever the alteration may at _ We fo _ 
preſent pleate ſome mens aRivity and humour, whoſe turn it ſeryes, oe. 
yet it cannot bat enfinitely {cardaliſe, grieve; and opprels, far more, 07,34. 


and better (hriftians, who are of the od, yet good way. day be 
Hence many wee ſee arcata loſs now -in England, how to juſti- 1%» » wage 
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fe their pait relivion, ſhaken by changes, as if they had had no'®" 
true Miniſtry, nor holy Minthations and Seoniments hitherto; ps —_ 
while ſome mens zeal without knowledge crics down Biſhops, and | 
19s whole government with the Miniſtry for Antichriftian ; others 
are extremely #nſatisfied and ſolicitox for the future ſucceſſion , Not 
iceing any ground, for any Presbyrters in this Church, fo to chal< 
lenge to themlelyes a ſole divine power of Ordination and Jurifdi-- 
ion, without any Prefident Biſhops 7 which was the antient' way' 
in England, ever fince we were Chriſtians, (as in all other Churches) 
And it is moſt ſure, that neither power of Ordination, nor Juriſdittion 
was ever conferred by Biſhops on any Presbyters here, either verbal- 
ly or intentionally, as without and a inſt Biſhops ; 'Nor did the 
Laws or Canons everſo mean, or ſpeak; Nor was it ( Tbelieve ) in 
any of the Presbyrers own thoughts, that the received any fuch 
power to Ordein other Presbyters without a Biſhop, when they wer® 
Ordeined Miniſters, And ſure, though as of Rate, and civil Ma- 
giſtracy may regulate rhe exerciſe, yet they cannot confer 7 he holy 
power, and order-of a Presbyter or Biſhop,on any man, which flows: 
from a ſpiritual head, even Jelus Chrift ( as I have proved) and not 
fromany temporall Authority ; ren w_ popes pk q 
with juſt] or dilmount tne 
juſtice or honour, batter —I__ge amciio, 


Populi des, wit | 
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286 Epiſcopacy and Precbytery reconciled; 
Councils, the Catholick Jaws, or conftant Cuftomes of the Church / 
If it be ſuppoled, thatthe rwo Houſes of Parliament lately did biz 
-reſtore, and rhe Frecoyrers reſume that power of Ordination, Which 
was only due to them as ſuch, and dezzined by Biſhops wſwrparion 
Bora conſurtu- from them z It is very ſtrange, they ſhould never here, nor elſe. 
do, welut vi- where have made claim to it, for 1600. years, in no ages paſt, rill 
num eencroſum, (1 {« laſt, broken, faQious,tumultuary, and military times ; If it were 
peo — yo their right, only in common with, and ſubordinate to Biſhops, they 
needed not then to complain, for they did, or might have enjoyed, as 
much joynt power, as was for their conveniency, and the Churches 
peace ; The eminent y_ (at leaſt for Order ſake) was (even by 
their conſents ) lawfully rms in, and exerciſed by the Biſhops; 
The levity and ambition of ingrofſing all to themſelves without and 
againſt Biſhops hath almoſt loſt all power both of Biſhops and 
Presbyters too ; fince Presbytery alone, is but as Pipe-Faves, full of 
cracks, warpings, and unevenneſs, which will not eaſily hold the 
ftrong liquor of power and government, unlels they 6e well hoped 
about, and handiomly kept in order by venerable and fatherly Epiſ- 
copacy, Which carried a greater face of majeſty, and had thoſe'am- 
pes and more auguſt proportions which ought to be in government, 
cyond what can be hoped for, or in reaſon expetted from the pa- 
rity, and pucrility of Presbyters in common : many of whom have 
more nced to be governed, than they are any way fit to bear any great 
weight of government on their ſhoulders, however they may dil- 
charge {ome works of the Miniſtry very well. 

9. As it hathnever yet been ſhewen any where ; ſo it is leaſt to be 
Calm medi- hoped for now in England, that any better fruits ſhould arife from 
ations be- Presbyterie ( thus beheaded, cropped, and ctirtayled of irs crown 
tween Epi(. Epilcopacy)which it might not bl have(as formerly it hath)brought 
copacy and forth ; If the honour and order of the higheſt branch, thc Epiſcopall 
Presbytery. eminency, had been preſerved with it : Not fo as toover-drop avd op- 

preſs all other boughs and branches, which are of the tame root; but 
ſo, as to ad:r» them all ; and to be moſt eminent in Chriſtian graces, 
and Miniſtertall gifts, no lels than in priority of place, ſuperiority of 
power, and amplitude of honour and eſtate : As many Excellent Bi- 
thops, both antient and modern were, againft whoſe incomparable 
worth, while ſome young and petty Tresbyters do ſcornfully declame, 
2nd d:{gracefally inſult, they appear like flo many Jackdaws perk- / 
ing on the*top of Pauls ſtceple, or like living Dogs ſnarling at, and - 
Petulentiſime trampling upon dead Lions, Nor do indeed ſuch impotent tongyer, 
eſt inſaxi® and milerable partialitics of ſome men tuned ro the moſt wulgar cars 
pancort ts, 74" and humours, againſt all, even good Biſhops ; and againſt a right or 
ho205 omnes de. cgulated ppicopary ( fuch as was for the main and ſubſtance here 
hacthari, in England ) they donor in any ſort become men that pretend to any 
true piety; leaming, gravity,or civilicy. l 
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FEpiſcopacy and Presbytery reconciled. 
1 neither approve, nor excule the perſonal faults of any parti- 
eular Biſhops, as to the exercile of their power and authority, which 
ought not in weighty matters to be managed without the preſence, 
countell, and ſuffrages of Presbyters, luch as are fit: for that afh. 
tance; The negleR of this St. Ambroſe, and St. Ferom, and all ſober 
men juſtly reprove, as unlate for the Biſhops, the Presbyters, and 
the whole Church#For in multitude of counſel] is ſafety and honour 
100. Kom.11.14. I am ture much good they might a}l have done; as 
mary of them did, whom thele touchy times were not worthy of ; 
No wonder if the very beſt of them dilpleated ſome mens hnmours, 
who were impatient to be kept any longer in order ; bur, like waters, Hicron. Com 
long pent up, they ſweld to tuch diſcomems, as diſdaining to paſs p,» cancalesr 
the allowed bounds and floudgates of publick Lawes, they retolyed to zeceke reve. 
blow up and bear.away the whole head and fluce of Government. Bi- bentwy. K 
ſhops had three Enemies to contend with,ſome Presbyters ambition, ©#%lis Car- 
ſome Laymens covetouſneſs,and their own Infirmities;And it may be Wn 
Biſhops faults had been leſs in ſome mens eyes, if their eſtates and pifoone. = 
honours had not been ſo great. I wpofinge me- 
I write not thus to reproach any of my Fathers or Brethren the Mc» nor other 
Miniſters, who begin many of them no doubt to be of my mind for { £991. Ancy- 
moderate Epiſcopacy, if they have nor alwayes been to ; finding os bien 6 
that the frx:t of the Summer, doth net alwayes anſwer the blol- goyeramiene. 
{ms of the Spring : cruell froſ#s may nip and blaſt thoſe pregnant 
hopes of bertering, which men are prone ſecretly tonouriſh, where- 
by to excuſe or juſtifie their deſires of change and novely. In which 
toly I never ſaw any _—_ right reaſon ar religion, produced for 
the extirpation of primitive Epiſcopacy. The main things that preſ- 
ſed upon it, were Forein power, domeſtick pride, the failings of 
ſome Biſhops, the envious angers of ſome Presbyters, and the won+ 
ted inconttancy of the yulgar.. h ; 
If any men, Miniſters- or others, are, as Ioth to ſee and recant 
their exceſſes and errors, as they were forward to run into them, but 
ſhll refolye to keep that partiall bias on their judgement, which ſhall 
[my all their learning, and other excellent Miniſteriall gifts againft 
their own true intereſts, and this Church, with all reformed Religi- 
0n, which confiſted-in due moderation and-peace ; I ſhall yer with 
my pity cf their wilfulneſs.-or- weakneſs, alwayes love and re- 
rence what Þ-ſee in; them of Chrift, and only wiſh that” remper 
and moderation from them, which may moſt contribute'in common 
to the gang not the Order and PO of C_ ve, and 
peaceadle miniſters, This they may at Jatt: cally lee, r | 
left f"ifcation of yulgar' ignorance, envy, and inconſtancy, ſer for 
vith the forms of zeal, and reformation, is utually recurned with 
wifyings and diminutions 'of their. betters 5 who A——_— - 


Of Epiſcopal and Presbyterian millwation, 
flatter them,as if they indeed feared them. I heartily wiſh a greater har. 
mony, a ſweet moderation, and Fraternal accord among all true and 
godly Miniſters, who dare to own, and d» (till adorn their. office 
and calling: I ſhould be glad to ſee the counſe}l and affiftance of 
well ſerled Presbyters, crowned with the order and luſtre of Epiſco. 
pall preſidency, which was antiently, as the Jewel wel ſet ina ring 
of Gold ; or as a fair guard and handle te a good Sword, adding to 
its compleatneſs, comlineſs and uſctulneſs. Alas the ordinary Mini- 
ſters ſeem now lhe younger brethren ( who ſometimes lived hand- 
ſomly under their Fathers, or elder Brothers. care and | inſpeRion ) 
ſo ſcattered and divided, that they arcextremely weakned, and expo- 
Pro, 16.18. ſed to all injurics ; yea, many of them like Prodigal ſons, having 
Pride ge BE ,; ouſly watted their own and their Fathers portion, begin to con- 
my m_— ſider what husks of popular favour they may feed on. So1s 1nſolen- 
haughty ſpirit cy the high way to indigence, and arrogancy toon knocks at the dore 
before tall- of contempt, Miniſters muſt not wonder or repine at the meaſure they 
meaſured to others, when offered to themlelves. 


Secundas babe- I am far from reproaching any mens defeats -or Calamities, 


a penitentia 


rabules qui mon wherein the Jute ot divine. vengeance is cen retaliating; I am 
habit primas glad if the occaſioners of owr commoy ſhipwrack,, may have any fair 
impeccantie. planks, or ratters to fave themielves, and the honour of their Mini- 
Amb ftry, either by recanting the errors of their judgements, or repenting 
the tranſports of their manners; If they retern their Antiepiſcopall 
opinion with modeſty and charity,yet I am not diſpoſed ro fly in any 


odly mans face, bccaulc he is not exaRtly like me, or to pull out bis 
[4 | 
Multa tollera- eyes, becaule they arc not jult of the colour of mine, I pray to be 
mus gue nn of chat Chriſtian temper for moderation and charity which canallow 
pobamu,fuB. ny latitudes of Prudence in extern things of. religion, where no 
evident fins for their immoralities,nor evident errors againſt the fun- 
damenta\s of Chriſtianity, nor evident confufions againſt charity and 


order which is neceſfary for the Churches:;peace, do appear. I wiſh 
that while Miniſters or other Chriſtians, WA 


| r in things of cxtern 
mode and order, they may all find and walk in that hob way, by 
which we-may with one (holder of truth ard charity, caxry on that 
great work of ſaving Souls, \both:our own, and: thoſe that; hear us ; 
that while we diſpenſe {aving truths to othess, wie may not for aw 
of humility and charity, be caft-aways: our ſelves. More (of | thoſe 
calming and moder atm graces, on all fides, bad no doubt 
both Biſhopsand Presbyters in their due place regard and honour ; 
ſo that.they ſhould nor have been put:thus to plead for their :Ordi- 

_ payion and Miniftry, or:to play-thes after game, muchto the - 
of cheir yery Fun ion, and -ſucceflion of Minifteriall authority ; The 
deipiſing orabolifhing of which threatens the annibilating of the ve- 
ry veing of this reformed Church : in which the right AMiniftry, - 


0rdination by Biſhops and Proviyvers, - 23s 
2s the Arkin Ifracl, a viſible token of Gods preſence among Chrifti- , Sans, 
ans; And though rhe Philiſtins may, for rhe fins of this Church, take 
it captive, and dereim It for a while, yet I believe, the Lord will /$,,, 6. 
bring it back again, with ſhame to his exemies, and joy' to all true 
Iſraelites. | | 5 
In the mean time this trouble arid terror may be' a_means'to a 
mend the perlonall faults both of Biſhops and Presbyrers ; which 
- formerly might viciate, butthey could nut torally vacate, the Re- 


w —_—— — = 


, 


| ligion, reverence, and con'cience, which is to be had of Chreſts 17+ 
fluntton, as to the Miniftry ; nor yet could they make yoyd [the ho- p erſonall 
nour of Religion,noy the avthority, vertue, and efficacy of fo'y Mi- fawtrs of Bi- 


viſtrations 5 Where the pertons duty ordrined did adminitter, and the ſhops or Preſ- 
holy things themtelves were according to Scripture right y admi-/,,,o,., », ay 
niftred, which alwaics remain holy, whatever 18 objected againſt, 4. 
/ mens per{ons acminifſtring ; as fickneſs, lameneſs, or deformity de- ,,,, an. 
prive 00 man of the privileges of humane nature, nor his actions 2,4. 4. 
| of rea on nor his civil intereſt, - of the benefit of the Laws. Ehy's,,.. 
, {candaJous ſons, unworthy indeed of, but yer” rightly invelted m- , Sam,2.12, 
' to the Prieſts office, did not take away the neecffity, and fanRtity | 
of the ſervices and ſacrifices, much leſs of the Prieſtly funttiom ; which 
depended not on the morality ct the perſons adminiftring, but on the 
authority of the Lord commanding ; and the right inveſtiture into 
the office. The miſcarriages of Biſhops or Miniſters may take #- 
. way the beaxty, but not the: being of Religious duries, . or of that 
holy power, which they duly received ; no more than Japles after 
Baptiſm, dounbapriſe any - Chriſtian. No Chriſtian thinks the ſc- 
nes of Chriſts gencalogy broken or blemiſhed, corrupted or inter- 
rupted, ftayned or maymed, by the names of Tamar, Rahab, and 
Bathſheba-z which are links in that h ty chain,; which hath its 
verity in the hiſtory, but its ſanttity from Chriſt, ro whom ir re- 
lates, as to the holy ſeed: $o in the ſucceſſion of Arnifteriall ore 
ar and authority, we diſpute not by what perſonall yertues it was 
continued ; but we are ſure it hath been continued (acceflively 'from- 
Chriſt, and tends to him, as to the compleating of his ſecond'in«- 
carnation, in his body the Catholick viſible Church ; In which 
Chriſt is daily begotten and formed by the means of a right Mini- 
try, andduly ordeined Miniſters. | 20. 
Whether Biſhops ordeined Presbyters, as Prelztes, in a ſupe- Of Oraina= 
riority of divine power and peculiar order, as ſucceeding the are tion of Mie 
ſtolicall eminency (which antiquiry for the moſt part thought,) an Ye 
wang, on Epiſcopacy in ordination, pry; agd (Juni Ge pre Or | 
and nnot 1 without / Us Epuſcopi deſunt 
a wrap ra wer penn} -#- 6. "al de grad. Mi. 3 Biſhop 
Downham Con. in Apreal. Or bythe Biſhops authority dclegmed, as to the Chorepiſcopi, who 
were but Presbyrers, 1d. Hippe, de Excl. off. : 


_ — * _— —_— end. Ah. | w 
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290 Ordination by Biſhops and Presbyters, 


Qion, not as the only, but as the higheſt branches of Church pows 
er Jincally deſcended from the Apoltolicall ordinary power of ruling, 
and governing the Church,) or whether they did thole ats of POW» 
er and authority only as chiet by Ecclefiaſticall right, in degree, and 
order of place among the Presbyters, as choſen or approved by 
them, and placed ina precedency of place, and prefidercy of aRti- 
onand inſpeRion ; bur {till of the ſame incrinſeca}l power and or- 
der Minilteriall, as to the firſt a& or originall, I necd not further 

oratify any mans curiofity in ſetting down my opinion, 
- This I am ſure ; What ever dirt and mire, the reſtleſs hearts of 
Eg0 _—_ fo- wicked men caſt up againſt the calling of the Miniſtry in England, 
ok miniſtrata The Golpell, and the holy Inſtitutions of ic appointed by Chriſt to 
xupormies » of be diſpenicd to all the world, have never in any other way been 
larem, & a4 derived to this long ſucceſſion, fave only by the power of ordina- 
Ecclefiaſticais ,,,,, - which never was in ordinary caſes believed or owned in the. 
— Church to be valid and cftcuall, in any mey, or from any hands, 
dixerim ; Awe but thoſe, who were formerly conſecrated Biſhops, or ordeined Mi- 
in ea inſtitatwm niſters ; Nor was this cuſtom ever eltcemed as the a of any gene- 
ab Eccleſia poſt, 1 Councill or Ecclefialticall Canon ; but it had both example, 
—_—— and roms conſtant ſucceſſion from Chriſt to the Apoſtles; 
new per onnia 2nd from them to others, with a command of continuation ; which 
ſervare, Blon- was neceſſary for the Church, and eyer moſt conſcienciouſly obter- 
del. reſt. Hie® y.o4 jo the Church ; which never flouriſhed better, than when the 
com.pap: x2 modeſty , humility , and wiſdom of Presbyters , joyning with 
:Meto Tim, 2nd ſubmitting to their Biſhop (as fellows to the Matter of a (Col- 
and Tit. lege) carried on that order, peace, and comly proportion'in the 
Church (before all the world) chat they - were, in the firſt centmy, 
compared by [gnatius for their harmony to the ſtrings well ſet, 
Tgnar. Ep. ad and tuned on the Harp ; yea in an higher train, be compares them 
Epheſ. to the bleſſed accord between the Fatherand the Son ; Chriſt as man 
mw 19 «:044s mediator and God ; where in the ſamenels of the divine nature, yet: 


can "puebrien'? there is the order and priority of relation. 
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Theſe were the antient pipes and conduits of Miniſteriall Ec- 
clefiaſticall power, which were firſt layd in the head and fountain: 
Chriſt Jeſus; after branched to all places by a continuall order 
and deriyation of Miniſteriall authority z Where the- pipe is once 
broken, there the ſtream of living waters muſt - needs fit: If any 
foulneſs flows,or obſtruRions have befaln theſe-pipes of due ordinati-- 
on(as all that paſleth through earthen veſſels is prone to do,in time,) - 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have layd to ſerve his Church with 
the living waters of grace and truth, and which- have flowed theſe 


ſixteen. 


_— 


0rdination by Biſhops and Prochyters, 291 
ſixteen hundred years to the refreſhing of infinite ſouls; yet we 
muſt not cut them off, nor quite” Rop them, or turn the waters a- 
nother way ; (as choofing, 'rather - ſndependen; wells, and broken 
Buckets,) but we ought to cleanſe thole pipes, and Tepayr  tho!e 
conduits, which only can hold, and convey that holy water (as the 
veſſels of the Temple) reſtoring them to their Primitive "ule and 
integrity : Which, by Gods wr hy eaſily done, where pride, pal- 
fion, policy, and worldly intereſts are really ſeparated from thofe 
of Chriſt, his Church, and mens fouls, Nothing were more happy, 
than to lee this ſincerely done' ; fo that Chriſtians wonld rather de- 
ny themſelves, in profit and wor'dly advantages, than any way 
benefic or gain, by Church  Reformations ; than which, nothing is 
more ſordid and more to be abhorred : contrary to the holy libera- 
lity of all good Chriſtians in all-times. ' If Ananras and Saphira 
were linitten for:diflembling, how much more accurfed are they who 
a& all with a facrilegious Spirit and hand, ſtripping and robbing 
the Church, inſtead of Reforming ? I ſhall ever pray for juſt and 
liberali Retormations, while I live ; mean time I rcſt fatisfied in 
my con{cience, That the ordination of Miniſters, as it was in Erg- 
land, by a Biſhop and Presbyters, as it hath the greateſt regulari- 
cy, foit hath the greate/t val-dity, and admirs the Jeaſt diſpute, as 
to the right order and ſucceſſion of Miniſteriall power. 

As for the Presbytery and Presbyters, 1 think their Minifh'yy _ _ 
ery valid, and their authority very venerable, to all trme Chriſt. Pompem® wears 
ans, eipecialiy in conjunCtion with their Biſhop : Like Torteſſes FTW 
they were. lateſt,” while they: keep under that ſhell ; which ſome yaw 1pufiri- 
Presbyrers having ſcornfully caſt off as a burthen, '{triped "them er. 1d, ad. . 
elves of their ſhie/d and defence; fo that they are become -very na- Smyr. omaace 
ked, feeble, and contemned creatures, whom the* foot of pride and Pt "7 _ 
ruſticity is prone to cruſh and trample upon on y_— ſide : Thar ae a 
they have now no refuge or prote&ion left, bxt- God, and a gord 5» Aria, Igny 
conſcience ; which are enough, if they do indeeden joy them; though ad Ex 972 
wth poverty, and contempt from men, mos; S na 

Thus I have, as well as 1 had leature; vindicated the Ordina= |»: ,- 
tion of Miniſters,” and that power "Which they have to adminiftey + 
holy things, in Chriſts name to: this Church, to be mo way blame- 
able, but right and commendable; as'derived by, and with the Hands 


of biſhops and Presbyrers;which is'the haly 4#d Car bolich, way ;7Where- 4.6 
n only itis vrdizarily to be obtoinediif any men lift ts de contentious, <4... + 
tor other ways, 'my anſwer with'St. PAuP is again and' again; neither jp. com. Dow. 
we nor the Chuirches of Chriſt ever had awy' ot ber cuſtom, and with !. 4. 
St. Anſtin, ſo Catholick a caſtom;}ſo agreeable ro reaſon and Scrips 171. 
ture,could-have'no besinning* but Chiilt and his holy Apoſtles, ' Of the pec- 
There is yet ole Calunmy ' tore 'agoinſt" the Or dination of vw ples power in 
Minifters in the Church of England ; which pretends the meglel? Ordination 


.. 
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292 of Peoples power in Ordination, 
4meng us of what is by ſome thought moſt effemiall in _— 
Miniſter ; that is, of the peoples right both in chooling and ordei- 
ning men to that office ;.the want of- which , they fay, makes 
our Miniſtry invalid. | | 
Anſw. For this pretended right of the people no argument is 
alleged, ſo ſtrong, as that of liberty, which tome have taken in theſe 
timcs, to ſeparate themſelves from the ordinary Miniſtry of this 
Church, and by a mutuall cajl of one an other to zugg themſelves, 
like Partridges, into imall coveys ; which they call bodies or Char 
ches, even before they have any Miniſter ; which they refolye nor 
to have, but of their own choofing, and ordeining ; that they may 
be ſure, (being a creatwre of their own) to have him after their own 
humour : flattering themſelves, that they have a plenary Charch 
power toall Offices and ends whatloever. Although I have for- 
mer!y given ome generall account of the folly of this imagination 
in the yulgar ; yet becaule it is a Gangrene, not cafily cured, with- 
out oft lancing and opening, and hath far prevailed upon ſome 
peoples minds, who feed this opinion, with the venemous and yul- 
r humours of pride, ſelf-Joving, telf-ſecking, ſelt-pleafing, felf- 
ttering, and ſelf-admiing ; It 1s not a mils to give another ſtroak 
at thu high imagination, which cxalts itſelf againſt Chriſt, and the 
holy order of his Church ; that the obſtinacy of its arrogance and 
folly being pulld down, it may be /eve/led to that obedience, which 
becomes all Chriſtian people. : 
People bave Firſt, then, I mult profes, that I never ſaw or heard any thing 
"o power . by any man, withany ſhew of Scripture, or reaſon,/ urged to proove 
Miniſterial. this poo of conferring the holy order and authority of a Minifter 
of ( hriſt, to be in the people, Either eminently, as an executioners 
ower is in the ſupreme Judge ; or virtually, as life is in the Suns 
ams ; or formally and caulally,as heat is in the fire ; or ordina- 
tively, preceptively, and derivativeiy, as the ſupreme Magiſtrates 
Numb. 16, . power is $0 vas ends, and a&tions, in che meaneſt {or-ſtable, or 
—_ -—_ publike Officer ; $5 that it can be in them no other way, than, as 
= © Snap power may be in rebels hands; or as Korah and his complices, if 
confuGon, is they had not been by God repreſſed, would have had liberty and 
the peoples authory, from therr own uſurpation, to make Prieſts and Rylers in _. 
fanRtity.9.3- Read of, Moſes and Aaron, whom the Lord had appointed. 
Not by +, Bor Scripture, Firſt it is evident in that (S=gni=) divine patersn 
Scripture... of polity and extern order of Religion,.in the © Church. of the Jews, 
| ' we find that the wiſdom of God leaves nothing of holy concernment s, 
for Prieits or Minifiry, no nor the leaſt lactibice, offering, or Cerey 
mony, ts the peoples, cither ordering, or choofing ; Nor is it likely, 
, or any Where appears, that the- unchangeable wiidem of God 1n 
Chriſt, alcering only the manner exicrnall,.and not Iu py 


%L 


\ 


holyneſs, or the main cnd of the ſervice and Miniſtry Chriftian',,... RS 

(which his glory and'his Churches good, ſhould ſo much vary from wh hay 
the former exa nets and warinels, as ro venture the order, Heauty, Aus «amen 
and honour of Religion upon the yock of v#/gar rudeneſs,” igno- ia\f- in & we 
rance, raſhnels, headynels, ſtift-neckedncs ; which formerly he ſo DoWadn' es 
much avoyded, and which, not only the renderneſs of Chrittian Re- ©v = Hanes 
ligion, (which having many enemies, admits leaſt blemiſhes, and —_— LO 
ſtudies moſt, what things ere comely, as well as holy) but even com- 4 multitudine 
won reaſon, and experience teacheth, all wiſe men to avoyd, as 4bhower mazj- 
much as poſſible ; Namely thote inconveniences and miſchiefs at- ** vs Phils. 
tending the weak heads and ſtrong hands of the vulgar, as in all /9te- oy 

things, ſo chiefly in thoſe which concern Religion. Who, that is > Clan. 

wiſe, can be ignorant, that the common people, even among be- Vulgar heads, 
lievers and profeſſors, arc ſeldom or never qualified with thoſe pifts like many cii= 
of knowledge, wiſdom, temper and dilcretion, which are won = have ſo 

forall publike, and moſt, for religions adminiſtrations ; where, not Fang. Sic; ng 
only the credit, buc the conſcience of the Church is engaged, and its impoſſible, 
ought to be very much conſidered, in order to the honour of Chriſt, *9 draw them 
andof his Church ? Ir were a very blaſphemous reproach, I think, ©? "<<* —_ 
to the wiſdom of Chriſt, for any to imagine, that he had delegated _ de 


the higheſt power of his Church to men incompetent, and generally Vbi major & 


incapable, without daily miracles, . bominum tar- 
Beſides this, if they were ſuppoſable to haye thoſe gifts, which _— = 


were fit to try and judge rightly of a Miniſters ſufficiency ; yet they gra 25.0: 
cannot haye power wat ordein a Miniſter of bs Chriſt, Saty. hn 
no more thay every judicious man hath power to ſend an Embaſla- 

dor in his Princes name z or to make ſach arbitrators and Judges, 

as he thinks fit x other mens buſineſs + This is a power only to be 

uledand enjoyed by thoſe, to whom it is given, wh him, who is 

ſupreme,as in the Church Jeſus Chriſt is: in whom the grand pow- 

er of Ordination, which confers on man authority to diſpenſe holy 

myſteries in Chrifts name is originally ned , and from him 

derived and grantedas a grand Charter or Commiſfion to his Apo- 

{tles, firſt ; and by chem afterward exemplified” and delivered ro 0- 

thers, who being found fit for it, were aſſumed into, and inveſted 

with, the ſame delegated authority, as from Chriſt, and never given 

: tothe community of the people, at any time, or derivable from him 

1nany degree of power Minifteriall, be their gifts and graces never ' 

ſo good ; -Since this is a fruit of Chriſts wiſdom, munificence; and 

power toward his .Church : an appointment ful! of holy order, 

and divine polity ; depending o# no private mens gifts or graces, 

but upon the good will, pleaſure, and power of Feſ#s nebr et 

ſelf, as he ſtands in the relations of King, Prieſt, and. Prophes to- his - 


ich. . 
Pp.3 _ 


294 of Peoples power in Ordination, 
Now to whom Chriſt committed this great and ſacred power, of or. 


G deining a conſtant («cceſſion of Iinifters in his name, and in what 
Pap.143.&c. 


manner it was by them derived to others, I have already cleared: 
in theanſwer 


(1 hope) and other late writers have done it too by Scripture, rea- 
S— lon, and Ecclefiaſtica]l Catholickh Cuſtom ; In all which, it is evi- 


See Dr, Ham-. dent, That the fo much urged 2-:25mie and xemmeds( which properly 
moud and Dr. 


indeed fignifies peoples ſuffragating by ſtretching forth of hands 
_— - a publike and 4 ana ores gs to be —_— by a (riticall 
+ tet nal ſeverity, from the Erhnick, ſenſe of the word, to the Charches in- 
mans, pſepbiſ- jury and contufion ; Since the ſame word in ſacred and Eccleſiaſti- 
ma natum ſts call writings, as well asin others, is oft uſed in a ſenſe which fig- 
Tull. nifies nothing elſe but an appormiment or deſignation made by an 
one or more to {ome ſpeciall work and lervice, to which Ged, or 
As 14-22» Chriſt Jeſus, or the Apottles, joyntly, or ſeverally, or their ſuc- 
ceſſors the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church in their ſeyerall pre- 


cindts, are ſaid, ro ordein, or appoint, apart from any luch ſuffrage, 


or autorirative influence of rhe people ; Further than their ſometimes | 


. nommating and recommending fit men to be ordeined, as Atts 6, 5, 
or clic their comprobation and acceptance of thoſe, who were by 
the Apoſtles, Elders, and Rulers of the Church ordeined, as Miniſters 
over them ; and this in Chriſts name ; by a divine amthority ; which 
is for the peoples good, but not from them, as « fountain; nor by 

| them, as any fit Pipes or Conduit, through which this holy ftream 
Ordinationes of the Miniſtry, or the pure waters of the Santtuary are to flow : 
core quent". $0 that I cannot Jook upon this late arrogant claim of the power 
lemeraite, tam = Sz Bb ; : 
incontames; Of ordcining Miniſters, as primarily belonging to the common 


Hedie Epiſco- p:ople, or to other Laymen, as other than a faſhion or opinion only 
ps 148 ali, p 


| efitting, and extremely reſembling, thoſe giddy, proud, and prepoſte- 
bodz: Prevhytr 1, Exxcies, to which vulgar minds are ſubject (as Tertullian tels us) 
mg ery ' when once the reigns of Church 1 36 ran are let looſe ; or ſome 
Sacerdotalia head-ſtrons Schilmaticks, gct the bridle between their teeth : yea and 


munera jnjun- it daily confures it ſelf ; while the Authors and followers of it, are 
gunt, T:rtul, 


continually dividing and felf confounding : So inconſiſtent is error, 
ad Rercr.c. 42. a 


Ad becoprrs 2! only with Tr#:tb but with it ſelf ; ealily mouldring with its own 


blan1i & (ub 
miſe ſunt, Ce- 
tie wee ſus 


weight and weaknels, And no wonder if the Loxd:proiper xot -pro'etts 
4a'i{ing trom popular pride and preſumption,and tending to. the ſhame 


| and confuſion of truc Religion : which no right reaſon, or order ; no + 
pre(idibrus reve- 


Fentiam exbibere Dc Prure precept or patern ; no Eccleſiaſtical} cuſtom, or learned, 
moverunt, 1d, 210d god:y mans judgement, did ever aJlow,. vr. cam with any Tea- 
2% integra non (on. 2 as. carrying with it all manner 'of r##icall, amreaſonable, 
eſt v#i tas, me and trreligious abſurdities : Which are never wanting, -where wsl- 
plas, _ gar paſſions dwell, as infallibly they do, in' the meaner forts of men, 
tl, ance they to 'What ſanttity they will ; It will ſoon appear in 


ww many and great defeMts they come ſhort of that wiſdom, gras 
| vity, 


- ” Oe - "= Gat oe % Cx ah ©, z 4 
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Beſt Chriſtians moſt modeſt 295 
vity, un aſfionatenels and impartiality, which #s neeeſſary to ma» 
nage and order publike holy ations ; and to confer a folemn Re- 4 Cor. 5.20. 
liojous power to any in Chrilts name, ro do Chriſts work, and in 
ſome ſente to be in Chriſts ſtead. | > 
Wile, humble, . and” truly gracions Chriſtians, are of all men p.7 c1..; 

molt remote from ſuch bold and unſuitable wndertakings ; whereto ſftians 4 
having no call, from God, cr the Church, they can never expect maſt wolef. 
bleffing on their adventures and raſh cndeavyours : It fatisfies them, © . 
that they have, as much influence in the ordeining and choofing' of 
Minifters, as they are capable of, and: is beft' tor them and the 
Church: Yet,if it will pleaſe theſe Chriſtians ro fancy that they have 
ſome degree of power even in making their. Miniſters here in this 
Church, they may conhider, that neither Biſhops nor Presbyters in , q linif 
England made any Miniſters without the peoples generall conſent, ;, F, wile? 
expreſſed by thote Laws and civill tanRiqns, which confirmed here, be 11 
that divine order and conſtitution, which they: ſaw Chriſt had. ſet, }, 2 
l:d, and the Church alwaies followed in ordeining. lawfull Mis ,j., */2xugþ 
niſters, by that wiſdom and authority which from the Apoſtles was ples conſent... 
derived in 2. conſtant ſuccefſion of Biſhops and Presbyters ; who 
were for gifts of knowledge and judgement beſt able, and for law- 
full power only able, by examination, benedi&tion, and impoſition 
of hands to conſecrate any mana Miniſter, and confer the power of 
Holy Orders on him z whoyet did, and doe this, as- Delegates for 
the Church, but from Chrilt, 

-If the power of chooſing and ordeining Mimiſters-were wholy left 
in Lay-mens hands, what a ſorry choice (for the moſt part) would 
they make of the Man or Miniſter? how weakly would they examine 
bis ft fficiencies ? how. wildly would they 1»/tit#te and Ord:in him +? 
what fad and floyenly hands would they impoſe on him?. how ſoon 
would they rejett and diſdain thoſe Blocks-they had ſo hewen to be 
their Mercwries? andthe 1dols they had fet up for their Seers and 
Shepheards, which many times can neitherſee, nor-bear, nor rightly | 
under ſtand the 21y ſteries of Religion, nor the Duties of the Miniſteri- 
all Funftion? who ſees not that common: people are rather . taken with 
a familiar Ruſticity in a Miniſter, than with the beſt | /zearned abi-Vulget wilga- 
ties ; prefering, WES a confident Mechanick to be their Tea- ria omnia in 
cher, before the. compleateſt Divine in a Country ?- They judge nor pany eh 
what is worthieſt, but. what is fi:teſt ro their humours : -rej ciNg'Emizewiers 
more in the kyack ,.which they fancy, of-Church Power and Liberty, exortia potizs 
(though it be ro their prejudice) than in what may: really advance 44niraer quite 
their ſouls good, with jſt. Axthority ; receiving more- wiling] one 3 Ee 
that comes in his own name, as gifted ;. or in their name, as c ent vidio” ca | 
and ordeined by them, than if he comes in Chriſt name, and by that lumniis ran- 
right Ordination, which hath alwaics been.in the Church of Chriſt. . 9#«w oftrac'ſ- 

Certainly, common people may as well be their own ms 12 


oe OE Og. he 
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296 Peoples preſence and aſsiflanct in Ordination. 
and Baptiſers in courle one after another ; as ordein of themfelyg 
any one to be their Preacher 3 what hinders they may nor all exer- 
ciſe that power, as Miniſters, which they preſume to give to another > 
which they cannot do, if they have not that power in themlelyes: 
and if they have all this power of the Keys as Stewards and Mi- 
niſters of holy things, then 'tis not true that Chritt hath given 

Ephefi4.11. (monly ſome, but warn all) robe eApoſtles, Paſtors and Teachers. 

x Cer,12.28. $9 that every part i» the body may chalienge to be an eye, and to 
have viſuall power : which peice of prophane confuſion, was neyer 
ated, or allowedin the Church, by any, that were worthy to be 
liſted among ſober Chriſtians, or well-ordered Churches : who ow- 
nedin all ages their calling ro be (hriitians, and their gathering 
to the body of the Catholick Church (as parts and wheel, not to 
their own good nature, or preventive forwardneſs, making to them- 
ſelves a Miniſter for Chriſt ; but to thoſe rrwue Minifters pre-ordci- 
ned by the Church, and ſent by Chriſt ro them , while they ſought 
not after him. Theſe were 111 time, and order of nature, before the 
people, as ſpirituall Parents : by whoſe Miniſtry they were taught, 
Baptiſed, and made Chriſtians ; formed, guided, and governed in the 
things of God : ſo that the power of a Miniſter muſt needs flow from 
an higher fountain, Jelus Chriſt, and be conveyed by anorher (on- 
ditt to the people, than by the people, Who can origina'ily no more 
confer the power of Ordination to Minifters,than Children can g've 
2 parentall powcr, and authority to their Parents ; or the veſlcls 
formed, can give a formative power and kill ro the Pocter, 

T2, The peoples calling to themſelves, and eleing a Miniſter, that 
Peoples re- is rightly ordeined ; or accepting ſuch an one, who is according to 
lation to Laws both Civill and Ecclefialticall tent among them, to be their 
their Mini- Miniſter ; is but a matter of humane prudence and civill com- 
feers, patt, as to that particular place and people. An owning and ac- 
knowledging of that power, which he hath from Chriſt, by the 
hands of Church Rulers, to officiate, as a Miniſter of Chriſtor their 
good : It isnot an induing with power, but meerly an appropriatin 
of the exerciſe of his power Minifteriall to ſuch a place, and fuck 
& people, for order and diſtinion ſake; to avoyd rambling, and 
confuſion in the Church ; It is not any conferring of the Office, 
fwnttion or habitude of a Miniſter to any perſon, who is a Mini- 
ter ordeined for the ſervice of the Catholick Church, over all the 
world, wherever the Goſpell may be Preached, the Sacraments ad- - 
mniſtred, and other holy offices performed in a right and orderly 
py : Which vaſt power and authority, extending to all Nations, 
and every creatnare under Heaven, capable of the Goſpell, far ex- 
ceeds any proportion of power, that can be imaginable, in any haxd- 
full of private Chriſtians in one place , and can only be Pen bare 

Dick 
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Peoples preſence and afiftance in Ordination. 
Catholick power of Chriſt, and that grand Commiſſion, firſt given 
{om Chriſt ( to whom the exds of the Earth belong Y to the ' Order 
Miniſteriall , and by thoſe of that Order preſerved to this day, and 
never claimed in common, bur by the irregularicy, ignorance, or im- 
pudence of lome few men, of theſe laſt and perilexs times, | 

For how ever the faithfull people, in fome places during the 
times of primitive perſecution ( which kept all ſides more bumble 
and holy ) did oft-times expreſs by their preſence, their Jove and re- 
ſpe& to their Biſhops and Presbyters, by a chearfull concurrence with 
«6 in matters tending to the publique order and peace, and good Gyſofl.wis ac- 
ooyernment of the Church, fo far as-their diſcretion and modeſty cuſ'd for pri- 
thought decent, and acceptable to their Governours and Paſtors yately Or-. 
( In the EleQtion of whom, they had ſomething of approbative  oangs. 4: 
ſuftrages, conſent, or nomtnation ) yet did they never preſume to cha- ona OY 
Jenge any Power of Ordination, to b in, or of themſelves, but reque- owrde/v lnngy 
fied and obteined 1t, for thoſe (whom they thus choſe or approved) *nmv Phor. 
from the hands of fuch rulers in the Church, in whom the power Bid, & Io: 
Miniſterial] was depoſited, and alwayes conſerved. It was enough Univerſus ſex. 
for the faithful, ficck, to be quietly preſent at Ordination, to joyn w & ler I 
in prayer ard faſting with the O1deiners, to atteſt the merit of thoſe Sylveſho epiſo, 
whom the Biſhop wich the Presbyrers dec'ared to be CandidardFor *, hrs & 
Probationers, and Expettams of the holy power of Miniſtry ; which Fae 1a 
to confer, the common people haye as much to do, as Saul or {z-2iah propoſucrme. 


had to offer Sacri fice or Incenſe. Con. Rom. 2+ 

+ C+ lo, An-3 24, 

Corel faitus Epiſ. de Dei & Chriſti judicio, de cleri teſtimonio, & de plebis qu; adſunt tejtime- 

vio, Cypr. ep.52., Sub populi afſeftemis conſcientis fiebant ardinationes. un pct. i= 
wh anv Thc ainſi 1 pac rielre 11, in Can. Apoft. deepil. 


What may be don in caſes extraordinary ,and of abſolute neceſ- I» o/dinandis 
fity, or deſtitution, where Chriſtians already bapriſed, and believing, ©{©7iz fratres 
cannot haye a Miniſter in 4 regular way, i leave to God, direftion, _ 
and his ſpeciall diſpenſation, who in C ales extraordinary, may Cxtra= conſutere , & 
ordinarily manifeſt his pleaſure. I am ſure in the hotteſt Perſecution, mares ac merit 
which worried and ſcattered the flock of Chriſt, when it 'was moſt /*3*19# com 
innocent ; the ſheep neither choſe, rior followed any other She —_———— 
heards, than thoſe, which St. Auſtin calls moſt neceſſary - for the 1ib.z.ep.s. 
Church, without which it cannot ſubfiſt, of whoſe Ordination and # xignni: ne 
due authority they had afſurance by conſtant Succeſſion and  accor- ve» *s w goi- 
ding to the true pattern inthe Mount ; but they chole rather to ſup-- 6 2 
py the neceſſitated ſo. of their true Miniſters, Biſhops, Famine 5, 
Pretbyters, by prayer, aſting, meditation, reading, Chriſtian confe- a $9 dy 67 


rence, and mutuall exhortation, than to {ct up among themſclyes any' we zone 
Miniſter, by theix own power, of popular Ordination'; Wea as the'2»idwy.Theop, 
Jews would haye done in thedefeR of holy and (' ——_ 64 Auſtin.ep. 383 


Q. q 


298 Peoples unproportionableneſs to:Church power. 
a4 Honoratur, Chriſtians rather contented themlelves with the Vote and defire, or 
Denies that purreſe of Sacraments, withour the aCtuall perception of them, ( or 4- 


M nifters may 


tc flock BY other fruits proper to the Minifteriail tunRion and power,) ather 
cavec : 


Jeſtirure of. than offer w.ti ſtrange axd unholy firezwhere they cou'd not have thoſe 
debitum & Miniſtc1s, whote lips had be2nrowched with a coal from Gods altar, 
maxime neceſ- thatis ordeincd by 4 right Conſecration ; which holy fire bath never 
ſarium MW- or becn quite pur out in the (hurch of Chrift ; nor ever will be, 


_ _—_ bowever tome mens pet#laxcy and prelumption ſecks to ſpit, or piſs it 
wh'ch is moſt out, by their irre)igious, ingratetul];and contemptuous carriagesagaihſt 
dic 4 ne= the office and due Succcflion of the Miniſtry. 

fary for - | 4 
cevn Mew in tiwes of d'nger and perſecution, unleſs the effice be ſuppliced by ſome fit Mini. 


* ters, while others by conlent, or lor, fly e@ preſerve a No.k of Biſhops and Miniſters. 


Humble and wile Chriſtians willingly look back to: the 'Reck 
whence they were hewen ; -and the pit whence they were digged - 
Mat.28.19. There they diſcern, That it was not the people, who made to them- 
Go therefore (41.5 Minilters, but Miniſters ſent by Chriſt and the Apoſtles, every 
and teach all a 03 i s 
Nations,&c, Where made people Chriſtians ; They that fate in darkyeſs had light 
Foh.20.2z, brought to them, and were found of God by his meſlengers, as 
As my Father Shepheards {cnt to the Joſt (h:ep, who ſought nor after God; That the 
ſenc 5, even poly sſucceſſion of Miniſterrall and Church power, is indecd for the 
nes your od, and ought in ſome caſes be carried with the peop' 
Iſ.65. 1. peoples good, and ought in lome cales be carried with the peop'es 
Sub affiſtextis- approbation, but it is not at all from the peoples pleaſure, will, or 
plebis conſcien- vertue, Thar Jeſus Chriſt, the Apoſt'es, and all after Churches ever 
ta.Cyp. carried this M:nifteriall and Church power in another way, diſtia& 

and apart frem the people, yet moſtfonvenient for them, and- moſt 
agreeable both to right reaton, aſe the order and honour of true 
hriſtian religion ; which requires, that holy things be done with all 
beautys of holineſs, by able and wile, and worthy men ; to chooſe 
and appoint, or ordein whom, ſuppoles aF able at leaſt, if not 
abler than they are, to jwage of chem; yer meer abilities as- I haye 
ſhewed will not lerve neither, to give to others any commiſſion as 
Miniſters of holy things,unlcſs the givers have firfta grand C:mmrſſi- 
0x, 0x power of io doing, committed by uthers to them, which carries» 
the ſtrength of an originall divine Authority aſcending to chriſt. 
Which power, elpecially, as to Orderning of fit Miniſters, being. 
thus ſevered from: the people tor 1600. years, without any complaint ' 
=. made by the faithfull, orclaim of right by reaſon orxcligion ; there is 
- no cauſe Chriſtians ſhould now hiſten to that fury,folly and faion, 

| . Which would lay all in common - fince- nothing is brought by theſe 

1 Commoners to repeal the firſt divine encloſure of it , by the Inſtitu-" 

258 tion of Chriſt, or to take away the prejudice of 'o many Centaries 
,peaceable poſleffion, as a peculiar to the Church Officers; [thoſe of 

+ che. Manitteriall Funition ; In which there” hath "never been any. 


b& ceſſation 


" CRETE " > Sond 3 oe * 7 © «- 4 CSI =, MT oy Fo 
HER II +7 dt ie e225, F "2 he Le 4 © Rs partes A » X, 
A of 5 oo 78. * 7 'B 4 f Ig J wg "- . E Yr % 4 
, k : "Wyz: bo. ibs 4 4 : : _ 


_— TE b 
A - LR 


of Peoples power ar40thetr Kiniſters, 
ceflation 07 interruption, as to legitimate fucceifion, and conflant 
— (. for any thiag thalf be 6s 
Not that we deny ( tor avy thi anted to faithful 
Chriſtians, which is for their good ) bur that ines of a rrvvg pr fe 
cular parilh or _ ation, may ( if they have not otherwayes make or Or- 
tyed themſelves, and ret ned things by Laws, with” are the pub- doin a Mr- 
liques, and ſo the Peoples conſent; ( as here for the +molt part niſter, 
in England it was ) they may orderly chooſe, and-defire fuch a man 
to be made a Miniſter or Biſhop , and to be over them in the Lord, 
( 3s the people of Millan did $r, Ambroſe, yet 2'Lay-man and Ma- 
giſtrate j ) Yet this is only 1o far, as firſt to recommend him to thoſe, 
who have power to ordein him a Miniſter of the Catholick Church 
of Chriſt ; next, tro acknowledge that power and' office ' Minifteria'] 
to be rightly in him, as conferred to him by inſt hands, They mry 
chooſe him, thus Ordeined, to exerciſe his Miniſtry - and Office by 
particular care, mutual] relation, and joynt conſent among them”; 
But (till this is as far from anytuch ,uwomnis, as lome interpret it, as a- 
mounts to peoples giving Miniſterial power or Ordets, as it is from 
Souldiers giving a Commiſſion, when they only preſent by way of 
Commendation and Petition a worthy perſon to the Generall, or 
Commiſſion othicers to be wade their Captam, which neither his worth, 
nor their willingneſs makes him ro be without expreſs Commiſſion 
from the General] under his hand and Seal. Nor is this any thing to 
the diminution of peoples rationall or religious liberties as Chriſtians. - 
or men ( which regulations and reftraints they may not grudge to * 
ſuff:r, if Chriſt will have it fo ; as in this his will and command A 
is moſt clear ) but it is a- fruit of (hriſts wiſdoame, 'and care for the 4 
faithful] peoples goods to avoyd infiinte imcopveniences and confus - + © 
lions, whichconftantiy and unavoidably attend all things, ' that are 
tranſated or touched alinoſt by the common peoples hands ard 
beads , who, though: they mean and begin well, ( as the Sex by me« 
dft lickings and flidings over the banks, which afterward its | 
overbears with horrible inundations) yer' are they never to be tru-" Pong 
= with any thing, which a wife and good man would have well , ,..,-1;, 
ne. | | | 


. As then we ſee no! Church power, eſpecially as ro Ordination 
ard Miniſtry, is naturally in Chriſtian. people, who muft be confide- 14 tinft” file 
red after their Miniſters in time, and that order of nature which is »& Ecctifaſtici 
between Effe&s and Cauſes, Children and'Pathers, being firſt made fakes pe 


wthemlelyes, or inyolve it in any inferiourkind 
power, which they may in ſome- caſes have; Since this power of 
Qq 2 ſending 


300 of Peoples power to make « Minifter. 
& patris, quod ſending and Ordeining Miniſters to teach and rule the Church, is as 


; — far divided from that of peoples chooſing, approving, recommending, 


mentr at ; , 
* or accepting one rightly, oxdeined, as the waters above the rmament, 

9-35 Com choſe tm the Sea or Earth ; what ink x people 
may prudently do in private Church-matters, within their ſphere, is 

rather a power ſ#b'ett;ve, obedicntiall,and conformatiye ( as that of 

the matter to the form ) than Mandatory, Oper ating, and Anthori. 

erative ; what they do diſcreetly, as to adviſe, chule or agree withany 

Miniſter, is rather a common act of reaſon and polity as men, than 

proper to them as Chriſtians in piety,.and is ſo far commendable as 

they advile, chuſe or agree in things of externall uſc; for. their own 

good,yet no way troubling the Churches common welfage,order,and 

peace, nor arrogating that ſpirituall and internall power Miniſterial, 

cither to make, or a as Miniſters : which is from an hj prin- 

ciple, than Nature,Reaſon, or the will of man : People having no 

more power to Ordein, ſend, and Conſecrate rrue Minitters, or In- 

Job.20.21. yeſt them in that Authority, than they had to eAnoint, or appoint the 
A my Fake HMeſſias ; and they may as well ſet up a new Chriſt, and new Goſpel, 
«yu A I Miniſtry, and new Ordination ; which Chriſt only hath 
once done, for all places and times, to the end of the world (atleaſt 
as to ordinary caſes, when right ſucceſſion of power Miniftenal may 
be had ) and this without troubling, or interefſing the common peo. 
le in the buſineſs, to whom Miniſters diſpente not the peoples own, 
x Per. 4. 106. but the grace of Chriſt , of which among other gifts and graces as 
As good ftew- means, this is one ; To give Apoltles,&c. Paſtors and Teachers to 
ards Se 3 the the Church ; How can people primarily give power, to celebrate 
D_—_ Gog, Myſteries, to Conſecrate Elements, to confer Graces ; which are to 
= *9lg " much above their choughts, defires and merits? And who have no 
Chriſt gave other way to order, regulate, and manage any of their EleQions, un- 
ſome Apoſtles Jertakings, and affairs civill and ſecular, in what ever they pretend 
my achers. £ have power, ( which I think beſt, whenit is leaſt ) bur only chart, 
People may Of the major part, of numbred voyces, or by the Pole ; If this doth 
as cell male not ſuffice to decide their affairs, then the more hands and ſtronger 
Apoſtles a3 p.rty ( which is oft the worlt ) carries it, againſt the other fewer and 
ordinary Pa- ter, which may be, and moſt-what are the beſt and wiſeſt ; Nei- 


way of: popular ſuffrages ) can Ho ſo Infallble and divine, as to' 
induce a wiſe man to «c mee. fn pany as CARE, 
when very oft they come far ſhort of thoſe rationall and morall pro- 
portions, which a man would require prefer- 


in judging of, and 
alwayes, the beſt and moſt deſerving men : (ober men wouldne- 
=, ht matters. of Conſequence left. ag. A 


moſt yoyces of the- rulgar,: 
cor 


or to their (o#ner-(cufftings and brutiſh- contentions; which oft ſhew As among the * 
chat there is little of God 1n thejr heards and crowds; and clamoxs, 5 mM 
more than may be in forms and tempeſt, | IT ROOWED + m7. "he 
How unlikely is it, that Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould: intruſt theſe Plebs NR 
or people every where with power to chuſe and o:dein/ Miniſters of 
his Church, in order to- fave fouls ? when the community bave no 
other way in this Sacred concernment .cf mens ſouls, but ſuch as 
they ule 1 their moſt errvial rran{att.ngs of humane affairs; As if 
it were all one power, which enables chem to. make a Miniiter of 
Chriſts Church, with that which makes a ator, a Bayliff, or a Con- : 
ſtable, in a Corporation. In thoſe tew experiments which the- wil- 
dome. of this Church, or the lenity of fone Patrons hath thought fig i 
to give men of Popular Eleitions of their Miniſter, I bave known, | : 
where a Pariſh rejeing a very able man offered them, have with ""F-4 
reat earneltneſs deGred, and with as much greedineſs as the Whale 
did ſwallow Jonah, received a Miniſter of fir leſs worth, who was 
of their own choiſe, yet within two or three years they have caſt 
him out on dry land, and with ſcorn reproached and rejeRted him, 
who was fo lately their delight and darling. , _- 
The greateſt enemy of the Goſpell of Chrilt, and of the reformed - 3 
Religion would wiſh no greater advantages againſt true Religion, 
than to have the Ordination, choyce and appointment of Minifters 
left to the Common people in every place, which will ſoon be filled 
withas much ignorance, fury, fa&ion, error and confuſion, as-eirher 
Devills or Amichriſts would defige, whereby to make Bethel Betha- 
ver, and to ſet up Babylon'in the midſt of Jeruſalem ; Yea, the peo- 
ples very bare Elettion of one rightly Ordeined to be their | Miniſter, 
oft occaſioneth very greatthowghts of heart, and uncomfortable di-/ . 7:5= - 
viſions, berween both the people in their parties, and the Miniſter ſo- | oY 
cholen by tome, but not by others; To preyent which inconveniences, - | =" 
and fomtime miſchiefs, the wiſdome both of Church and State, had — x 
by conſent of all eſtates, People, Pecrs, and Prince, ſetled that in a ,& X 
far quieter and ſafer way of Preſentations, to the content of Patronsg## 
Miniſters, and all ar way Mg | PT 
I may then conclude, that as Biſhops and Presbyters j B08 
ordeining others to that holy Office, whereto themſelves were fermens” 
ly Conſecrated, did as much, and no. more than was their duty 10" 
Chriſt and the Church ; So neither the Pope of old, had bb : his © 
Diocels, nor the People now, have any thing;to:do 
native power Which duly is in the Miniſteriall orc ' 
by which an holy ſucceſſion of «ble, tr»e, and faithful M5 
Biſhops and P ,bath been, ed in all: Churches, 
yetisin this Church ; What ever the Papall pride: 
any way eminently odnieriges former.or later, 
| q 3. 
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. you 


Exod.26.:, 


matich and unruly s now, as the many Amichriſts, 10 the Dia. 
metra} diftances J xe web errors, ( being the two s of (hwrch 


* pride, but not the axis of (arch power,) have or do pretend, as if 


all Church power were in them, or from them ; it was and is all 
nothing eHe but yain ſhadows,and meer miſtakes arifing from the jg- 
norance, darkneſs,connrvence,/icemijonſneſs and ſwperſtirron of times, 
and is no more prej#diciall to the true power of Ordeining Miniſters, 
(which is from Chrift only commirted to the order and fraternity of 
Paſtors and Governonrs in every ( hnrch, as hath been proved) than 
if ſome one or more, cumming fellows, ſhould perſwade credulous and 
filly people, whom they find or Jead into the dark, or elſe blind them; 
thar they were indeed ſtark blind, and had no power of themlelyes 
to ſee, or open their eyes, but mult wholly be led by their guidance, 
without having any fight, or benefit of the Sun ; Theſe poor ſeduced 
men, have no more to do in point of relieving themlelyes, and con- 
futing ſo groſs Impoſtors, but only to open their eyes freely, and to 
uſe the light of that Sun, which they caftly and clearly fee ſhining 
over all the world; which is not more evident to ſenfe, than this 
Truth is to judicious Chriſtians, That the power of Ordeining Mini- 
ſters hath alwayes , and only been in the Paſtors, Biſhops,and Guidcs 
of the Church, who both rujed well, and alto Jaboured: diligently m 
the Word and do@tine, p 
And ſince true Chriſtians in this Reformed (Enveh of England, 
both Miniſters and people, have been fo happy ir this Church, as to 
be delivered from the Kome'h ſuperſtitions, and Papall nſurpations ; 
they have now no cauſe to be lets cartroms, or more patient to be 
culled, and deluded by popular ſednttions, left rhe ſecond error be 


. worſe than the firſt ; Inafmuch, as the furies and confufions of the 


vulgar are more dangerous than any errors of Popes, or Biſhops, or 
Presbyters,are like tobe; as Earthquakes are more dreadfull and per- 
nicious than Echifſes, or the Clordings of the lights of Heaverr, The 
lights of the Church may recover their Inſfre and vigour in due tim; 
nor do they ever ſhine to dark, but they afford a comperent light, to 
ſhew the way to Heaven,; But popmlar: precipitancres, and licentions 
extravagancies of the vulgar, are hkelt to: oyerthrow all rehigion ; 
and b»ry all Chriftianity by Gothick” and Muahumetan methods, 
in Atheiſm, Iiterateneſs, Confuſion, and Barbarity; For, as they 
haye leaft-gll ir chem, and no-authority given them, to order and 
role Church affieirs; (o they bave moſt paffion, and unbridled yio- 
lence. irrthem, : teaſt abje*to diſtinguiſh 'betweetr the abuſe and ufc 
of things; berween gold and drofs; betwetii” whit is of God, of of” 
Man; when once they haye got power, and tay that they know nor” 
whar is become of their Moſeſſes , "Meir _— appointed” 
guides,” rheir-doty-ordeinicd Biſhops 'and' Minifters _— 
A 0) they 


of Clergy and Latty, _ 
they do, is to make themſelves molren Images, and contribute both 

their Earings and their Ears, their hearts and hands to thoſe Calves, 

which chey ler us for 7amuz.zes, or Images of jealoufie and abomi- Ezck.8. z. 
13tions, whereby wo provoke the God of heaven to wath ; to re ©, - 
proach the honour of Chriſt, to affront the true Miniſters, and to. 

make the Reformed religion and this Church to become an hifling 

and altoniſhment to all round about, A wiſe man of Spain ſajd, Ic 

is berter 1n Church,as well as in places of Civill power and FJudica- 

cure, to prefer corrupt men,than weak and fooliſh ; The one 1s' as a 

thicf in a Vineyard, who will only take ripe grapes till he js fatil- 

fied ; the other asan Aﬀe which eats ripe and green, crops the Vines, 

treads down much with his heels, and when his belly is full, tumbles 

among them, | | 

But our eAntiminifteriall Adverſaries are ſtill ready with ſcorn 7 2. 

and laughter to demand, What can Miniſters, either as Biſhops or The  yertwe 
Pre:byters, confer more than other Chriſtians, in the foirt of Ordie , holy Or- 
n4:i0n? What vertue or- charm is there in +he impoſing of their > Row 
hands,or in their prayers ; by which to add to any mans miniſteriall "ObjeR. 
ifrs and graces; or tv inveſt any man 1n a way of Church power,more 

than is in any other Chriftians 3 whole gifts and graces may be 

equall, or exceeding, their /nfirmities far lef, than many- Miniſters 

are? What power can they have to give the holy Ghoſt; as they ex= 
prels in the form of Ordination ? yea, whence do they challenge, as 
of night the Name of Clergy-men, as peculiar to their tribe. and Cal- : 
ling ; where as all the Lark people are hus lot, and hus inheritance, 
and God us theirs ; Nor ought they contemptuouſly, as by way of 
diminution to be called Lay-men, or the Laity , Since they are all 
_— anointed, and choſen of God, to be Kings, Prieſts, and-: 

rophets ? 

I Anſwer to this laſt ſcrup'e fir, as leaſt, being not ſo much: a 


ore nes be 
» X F bs, man is RT PRES - 
the one ever intended or upbraided for a badge of vanity to the” Mi> up... by | Lay 5. Ss 
niſtry; nor the othey impiited for a brand of ſcorn to the people , The' commands 195" Fu ne 
piety and charity of rhote times were nor at'leiſure, thus to (anyprnnis) £41 91d gy to TER 
wo ſtumble at ſtraws. I am ſure as they anciently were, fo- they YE ID 
are uſua]l notes of difference in-point of. officeamgd dury 1 Mi- 


* 


Prechyter qui niſters atid people, not only in our ordinary Language ; yea, in 


eres Laiews. the exater (tile of our Laws, ( which give both reall and noms a” 
Rions with the greateſt authority ;) Nor are ghey art all againſt 


libi. ſci 7 
Oyie v6. 2s Paſtor and Flock,, Dottor and Diſciple, Ryder and ruled,&c. Yea, 


Diffcrextiam it- Lorirage and portion given by the Lord to the Church, and ſer apart, 


ter ordinem & 


windy meſs if [me Family or bouſho!d of Faith 3 nor will any humble Chriſtians, 5 


9 iconmudy. , 4 | 
| being not in holy orders,) affe& to be called Clergy men, by a con- 
I Is —_ 4 F {Rein language ; or diſdain to.be called Gods commons, or Lay» 


eater. 1. pap 

- . true Biſhops and Miniſters, as Fathers, Inſtrutters, Overſeers, and 
| pb 1 mo F beChurch ec. Theſe names then, or diſtinRiye titles do 
Conſuerudo cer- but fairly follow ( according to the uſe and; nature of words.) and 
Eifſina loquend; decently expres thoſe things, which the mind of Chriſt in-the Scrip- 
neSre, 11 ture, and all Cuſtom or ule of the Church have diſtinguiſhed. for 

Rt order fake. | | 

fermone , 
awmmo cui publica eft forma. Quintil. Jnſt.1.1. c.6, Serms conſtat rationt, vetuſtate; authoritate, 
conſuctudine. 1d, Vetera virba majeſhas & religio guedam commendat, 1d. | 


Deverbis con- * The ſame ſupercriticall m:n will boggle at the words, Trinity, 
tendrre non et 77,,.,, Perſons, and Sacraments ; which are not in the /erter, but in 
Hott carey the ſenſe, andtruth of the Scripture ; And certajnly no religion for- 
vineatur. fed bids us-to adopt convenient ard compendions words, to the Churches 
guomeds tua uſe, fince we do ſafely tranſlate rhe whole -originall Scriptures toany- 
_—_ 7: aterius ordinary languages, in which moſt Chriſtians may, belt ule. them, 
rater; LO nor in the literall words, but in the Intelle&uall ſenſe or mind of 
doR. Chriſt, God: A ſtrife abont words, and [yUabicall ſoruples, firs only women 

L4.c.:8. | az,children, or peeviſh paſfionare men : As the Arrians of old, who 
Raid eſt con-' yiled much at the words( wwinGr, and beriwec ) whoſe (5llables were 
9 yen 4 ew, bur their ſenſcolgs orthodox and ſound, exprefſing the lame 
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divine Nature in Chriſt the Son, with the Father;and that_ our E- 't, cotare de 
manuel, who was born of the virgua Mary, was boch God and Man; 29*ia*. uf, 
' But this quarrel abqut names and Words, is.avery tedious impertinen- ," Sg, FE 
cy to thole Chriſtians, whoſe ſerious piery ſtudies only this,” by apt /ylabus _—_ 
and uſuall words,to comprehend and exprets, the truths and orders of perantive liti- 
Religion; who are ready alwayes.10 to,give:to each other the right £9*/0lem, qui 
has of Charity and Unity, as: members of the-{ame body, whole __ attend 
head is Chriſt; as yet to. prelesve that-order and authority in the a cg, 
| Church, which is divinely;-Infticuted, and is as neceflary for 'the 2 yegar vm 

Church, as'it-is for the body to have head, eyes, and mouth, diſtin bra 0am as 
from other. parts of - leſs honour, 'yet not leis KA Pc their place, & apo;eay, 
As for hip greicnea grievance then of theſe worgs, gy and Lai- TR -— rt 
ty ; We dehire not.c0.quarrel]- farther 'with .our.-Adverſartes, iarid we ya, pom - 
ſhall not necd ro diſpute with others that are wiſe and bumble, only cc Arjanvram 
we pitty the ſimplicuty of people, who are. thus eafily ;cheated, and 7x; oftc- 
ſcared, by tome: lophiſtry, when they are told by their great ſcrupulo- 7 we a 
fty, and cenſorian gravity, that words areas bad as Spels, that what fide _—_ 
ever tearms.or Names, are not in the Scriptures,( as they have them & Arrian. B)p. 
tranſlated) are nor the ſpeech of (anaar , but the language of the /®/gnis eff zn- 
beaſt : Thus thele ſevere Momuſles ; Thus the Antiminillcrizn faRtors 19% = verbis 
for error, ignorance, and-confuſion, - Thele are among the other og. 
ſmall artifices uted by thoſe miſerable Rxbbyes, who to ingratiate Auſt. / 
with the vulgar, and lead-d:ſciples afier them, are content to take  a- Sic vigeat by. 
way the antient marks of bounds, and known d:/tinftion of names, *H#4s ut nan 
between Miniſter and People, that fo people may take the greater pour fs oy 
confidence to caſt quite away both the name and thing, the -holy x Cor, 22.28 
Ordination with aJl diftinRion of Office and FunRion Miniſterial] E779. of cone- 
inthe Church ; which if I can ſolidly maintain againſt rheſe wrder- —_ od 
miners of Religion , deſpiſers of Ordination, and vaſtators of al! $1599 date 
true miniſtry, I doubt nor, but I and others may till uſe theſe Names Hack Lx 
of Clergy and Laity without fin or ſcandall to any ſober and good £6. 
Chriſtians. ..-;, + / | OE I 

To the.main therefore of the. Objefivn which is made againſt 16. 

the vercue andefficacy of Ordizatior, by the Catholick and Antient Prophare 
way of Biſhops and Presbyters, which they fo flight, I anfwer, 9i»ds prone 
Thar at the {ame rate of prophane, ' and Atheifticall. reaſonings, t9. cavil at 
they may as well. diſpute ( as J#kan: would have +done, and thoſe «ll holy my- 
Scofſers daily do ( which are. foretold ſhould be:in the later dajes ) fteries, arwel 
What vertue « there in the water of Zoniſes more:than any other; 45. the Or- 
by which to regenerate @ finner, to waſh away fins, to ſeal comfons, diration cf 


to confer grace, to repreſent the blood; of Chriſt, of which a+ marr Aimifters, 
may medirate time he ſees any water, or waſheth, his hands ? ® Per.3.4. 
Hence the mean and contempt indeed, with A and pre- 
of Ba ae 
whic 


ſumptuous Catabapriſts have DAY that holy MyR 
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; 

' 
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306 Right judgement of Chriſtian Myſteries. 
which all Churches, in all ages, have uſed with reverence and com 
fort, according to Chriſts Inttitution, and the Apoſtolicall cuſtom. 
So allo the ſpirituall pride of thoſe 'prophane Cayillers will argue, 
what efficacy can there bc inthe Bread and Wine, at the Lords Sip. 
er, more than in other of rhe ſame Elements at our ' ordinary Ta. 
les, and in every Tavern ?- What doth the form of Conlecration, 
by the words of C:iſt and prayers add tothem,or alter them ? Nay, 
(tince the blaſphemons bolaneſs of proud and wicked men,will count 
nothing of owrward form ſacred ) no wonder if by the ſame contra: 
diftive ſpirit they quarre) ar not on!y the Humanity or flsſh,bur alfo 
the Majeſty, anddivinity of our Saviour Jeſus Chrift ; and ſeeing the 
cutward meannels, poverty, and inglorioutneſs of his life and death, 
many of them ſcarce own him for a Saviony, or for the truce Mdſſras ; 
Apzinft whom And no turther than is agreeable to their Seraphick fancies, þb 
Irenens d fo which they labour ( after the like fondnels of ſome in antient Ave 
pures: to turn all the ſoliarry of Trath, the certainty of. Hiſtory, and the 
RN | Sacredneſs of the myſtery of Jeſms Chriſt, ( God manifeſted in the 
gs nie poucte fleſ ) into nothing but Familiſtical] whimſeys, empty notions, and 
me wr yi; fublimity of nonienle ; As if there were more light of Religion in 
*® m wire © their modern Meteors and grols i]Juminations, than in the Sun, 
eguige: 19% Moon and Stars, in Scripture, Miniſters , and Chriſtians of old; 
Ws pole whereas the fame holy ard humble faith , by which rue Chri- 
Naz. Or. 2. ſans do believe Jcſus to be the promiſed Mefſhas, the Son of God, 
de Trinitatis and only Saviour of the world, ( norwithſtanding all that blind 
My, Jews, or proud, Gentiles objeR againſt him ) doth allo teach them, 
kg ner ro reccive with all hxmble thank falneſs, and relicions reverence, all 
_ Hg 1s p thoſe holy orders, duties, and Inſtitutions, (in their plaineſs, pover- 
apprioweer b=:- ty and ſimplity ) which Chrift harh ferled in his Chuxch, and” which 
pam 4 fnepr- the Church hath continued according to his word in al} humble fi- 
me, Naz. delity.” Nor doth the meaneſs of on#:ward appearance, or any na- 
—_ hg n wor and civill diproportions which appear to hirmane fenſe or rea- 
evidence of ſonings, any way prejudice, or weaken the faith, devotfon, duty 
things not andobedience of thoſe, who live by faith, and Jook with'the eye of 
feen,9%. fiih, and at with the haxd of faith, in all thoſe hoh offices aud Mi- 
Nemo jHict! :ftrationt, which are grounded on the word of Chriſt, © + © \ 
quod diviao ge- To judge of (hriſtia» Myſteries or Mmiſtries, by common 
'i:7 ſacramer ſenſe, or carnall reaſonings, as Sarah did of the Promiſe, is to'make 
1s, memo myſt: Chriftian Religion moſt ridiculous, mean and 1mſignificant, whole 
le ouporka| yertue and efficacy, as the faith of Abraham, depends not upon any 
bumans, Cry- natural, merall, or politzqne powers, faculties, habies, abilities or 
ſ», S. 148. aRions, that arc in, or flow from, the perſons aCting in theth, and 
x ow! 6 T1 diſpenſing of them ; nor the Elemem ary ſenſible natures CEO 
14 am yr uſed in them ; But meerly upon that divine vertwe, and power 
os. Ba. ivy Chciſt Inftituting ſuch holy things, as duries to be done,to ſucta zeFe 
©p-43- ious 


307 


21d order, ſeem it never fo weak and ſimple, that (riff bath appcin- rg Mop 


currence of his Spirit and grace, to thoſe great and holy ends, for Oe vie ws 
confr.u2cnd as 
credenda non curiaſins diſentienda ſunt dt; myſieia,&c, 2Cor.2, In mulls [cientia Paub A diſ+ 
putatione traw'1t is fuporem, cus lanta erit preſumptio, ut dijerends exiftimet apericada potiis 4am 
fientio nurande? Amb.voc; l.z. 1 Cor. 1.27. 

So that 1t is not any ; as cr Enchantment, as thele 
prophane minds ſcorrfully deride, which makes the common elements 
to become Sacraments, by that {olexan Conſecration, which is rightly 
performed by one, that is from Chriſt appointed 454 a miniſter f holy 
thinss, No more is it any famaflick and imaginary power,which of a 
common man, makes a Minifter of the Goſpel, by due 'Ordination; 
which-is a ſert ing apart.of jome fitand wakthy men from the ordina- 
ry capacities,comon rejations, and humane affairs cf the world,cither 
as naturall or civill, and Conſecrating them by prayer, and impoſition 
of hands, and power of the Spirit, to the pecuJnar ſervice” of Chriſt, - 
and his Church, in the holy Miniſtry ; And this not tobe done.by any , 
one, that pleale rhemſelves-tobe at once «both apes, and hypocrites in [uxt in 1el:gene 
religion,'to at a-part, and make a Srage-fplay of holy Ordination, rope io 
by a popular preſumptior; but only by tuch as Ctrift hath fitted wirh\amn#s 
gif1s, and evabled with power of his Spirit, to C enſecrate and Ordein OR Wages 
a-tucceſſion of Miniſters to the ſervice, of the Charcb, being them- uu lindar 
lelyes formerly ordeined, and fo inveſted with that great and holy ws, non «im, 
pon er of order $5 that it is the powerfull Word ard Spirit of Chrift,as 1y ordinativne 
the King and Prophet of his\Church, which commands the dury,efa- Dexs eft caufa 
bliſheth the Order ,and gives the bleſſing,as in other,ſo in this of Ordi- finceylis, & 
nation. In obedience to which,trwe and excellent { kriftians ,willing- pe o_— 
ly captivate all their high imaginations, and ſubdue every rhonght, ,car paper 
which exalts it ſelf againſt che rule of faith, rhe word of Chrift, pul- zeclefa medj- 
ling down all the robs hlds of prond and humaze reaſonings ; ante, & decla- 
Nbmicting to every holy Miniftration, and trye Miniſter in his cf- IS 
tice, for Chriſts ſake ; from whole grace, Spirit, and promite, they &x-,, g/umy, Ge- 
PeR, and find thar bleſſins, comfort, and inward peace, which 1s zard. | 
only to be had in Chriſts way - which depends meerly on his m_— 3 Cor.ro.F. 

Rr 2 wi | 


| 


tum dep: tatur. 
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will aud power, which changeth not the nature of rhings, bur: the; 
þ orga uſc, to an higher and- ſpixjtuall ns. iri Pry | 
humility, reverence, obedience, and thankfulneis in am 2s 
or worlhipper. 

7. So that although Ordination of a Miniſter to the peculiar ſer« 
Right Or vice of Chriſt and the Church, by ſuch as have the right and power 
dination by uninterrupted ſuccefſion duly derived to them , and to be de- 
Efficacious rived orderly trom them in all ages, do not add to the Natwrall, Mo- 
relatively rall, or Spiritwall gifts and indowments of men, as they are perſo- 
and (piritu- nall and inherent, any more than the office of Embaſſadoxr, or 
ally, mot Juage, or Commander doth, in Civill, or Military employments, 
phyſically. Laker any thing to the inward abilities of the man; yer, that ho- 

nour and authority rightly derived to any one, inveſts hum with a 
Idem valet de. Telative, yet reall power, qualification, and capacity of doing, os 
putati ac depu.. declaring the will of another, to the ſame validity , as if the' princi- 
tantis autori- pal] himielf did it; by whoſe amthority alone any other is ſent, and 
is in J991- enabled to effeR thole things which none other can preſume to per- 
form without vanity, fin, and preſumption, who hath not that gift, 
power, or authority conſigned to him. 

Theright Ordination then of Miniſters, in the way. of- an holy 
ſucceſſion in the Church of Chriſt, hath in Religion, and among true 
Chriſtians, thele holy uſes, and clear advantages peculiar to ir, 
1. it Ccon- , Fiiſt,asto the main end,the Glory of God, andihe Sake of mens 
firms the 15 ( by their believing and obeying thus reſtemony of all true Mi- 
truth of the niſters, that Jeſus Chriſt 1s rhe. only Saviour of the world ; ) Nothing 
__ f ives a more clear and credible teſtimony to the glory and honour of 
CARE S-3Z 1 ſus Chriſt, and to truth of the Goſpel, than this uniform and con- 
Multi barbave- ſtant ſucceſſion of Miniſters, by a peculiar Ordination and authority 
rum -in Chriſti even from Chriſt himſelf in perſon, who at firſt began this Miniſtry, 
credayt fine * , and ſent ſome ſpecial] men-as his meſſengers to bear witneſs of: hins i 
— all the world; chat ſo men might believe, not only whar is written in 
ſciptam baber- the word before it was, or as it « now written ; but allo as-that glori- 
ter iu cordibus ous truth hath been thus teſtified every where, and in: every age, by 


Reg. jur. 


Aut per ſpiri- ,f., and peculiar men, as a cloud of moſt credible witneſſes, whom 


tam ſolutemget | ſands at. firſt did, and to this day, do hear preaching,and ſee them 
—_ Celebrating the holy myſteries of Chriſt Goſpell, who never tad or 
tes cuſtedientes, uſed any written word, norever read it, and for the moſt part be- . 
guam Apoſtel };eved, before ever they ſaw any part of the Bible ( which the 
ad _—_— © conſtant Miniſtry of the Churcb, hath under God, hitherto preſerved) 
{Fg Ecclah. chieſty upon the refF;mony, and tradition, or record of thoſe, that were 
44, cui. ord:na- ever thought ( and alwayes ought-to be ) moſt able and faithfull 
tion aſſentiunt yen, ſpecially appointed, by Chriſt in his Church, as a perpetuall 
multe gente, der, andſucceſſion of Witnefles, to teſlifie of him, and to miniſter 


oy Irens 1,3 his Nametothe end of the world 3 This walking Goſpe, ard "Ie 
4 E 


- 
Es 
Ss 


ts Miniſtry confifting, as it ought, of wiſe; and worthy mef1, (who a5 
have ms mputecion; for their piety, learning,and fidelity, runnmy bew' 
vn to all generations, ivasa'conginued. fream- from the "bleſſed'/A- «mbw/ons 5- 


poltles, Ho were the firſt witneſſes immediatly appointed by Chrigk *ax6clinm, 
co hold forth his:name and Goſpell to the world. As 1:8. which, 


though never ſo far off in the decurrence of time from the fowmain, 


yer {till ceftifies and afſſwres all wiſe men, that there is certainly a- 
icall* 


divine fountain of this miniſteriall power,” and ſo of Evange! 
myſteries and truth; which role firſt from Chriſt, and which hatty con- 


tantly run, as may appear by: the! enumeration, or induRtion of 


particular deſcents in all 7, 0. in ' this Channel of the. Apoſtles, 
and their lucceſſors, the Biſhops and Presbyrers of rhe { barch; 
forche better planting, confirming, and propagating of the Goſpel} 
to all Nations and times ; As a duty, charge, or office, injoymed by 
divine command to. ſome men, and lying ever «s acalling on their 
conſciences ; Hereby evidently declaring the divine wiſdom, and Fa- 
thcrly care of Chriſt, for the good inttrution, and* order of” his 
Church, in his perionall abſence ; In that he harhnot left the Mi- 
niltry of the Goſpell, and his holy Inſtitutions (which he wouid 
have alwaies continued for the gathering & edifying of his Church,) 
tO a looſe and arbitrary way, among the rabbl: and promiicuous 
heards of men ; (which would ſoon have made '£wvangelicall rruths 
ſeem but as vagrant fables, and general, uncertain ramors ; which 
run without any known and ture authority in the common chat, 
and arbitrary report of the vulgar ; by which in a ſhort time both the 
order, beauty, honour, purity and credit of .Truth-is ag roma amon 
men ;) This holy and ſucceffionall ordination of the Evangelicall 
Muiſtry gives great proof, and demonſtration, as of Chriſts perſo- 
nall preſence as chief Biſhop and Miniſter of his- Church ; ſo of 
the fulfilling of Chrifts word, and the veracity of his promiſe, after 


his departure ro be with them that were ſent and went in his name, Mar.a8; 


to the end of the world ; That gp of hell neither yet have, 
Nor ever ſhall prevail againſt the rch :-While ir ca = joe- 
lerves a right ſucceſſo, holy order, and-authority of true Miniſters, 


the. devill de 
reformed profeſſion in any Country. Down- with the order, and 


ſacred power, and ſucceſſion of the Miniſtry, and all will in a ſhort 


time be his own, - 
2. It is alſo a #otable evidence of the Churches care and fide- 


word, which it hath done, but alſo of a conftant holy Mini 
teach and explain them ; Alſo to celebrate' thoſe holy my 
which are divinely.-annexed to the word, as ſeals toc 


lity in all ages ; not only in the prefervationr of the "Halo ner 


Minifter eft ver 


viſible, 


irs of ever overthrowing Chriſtian Religion in its Mat: 16,28; 


tO jheCharches 
TVET pave. 
faith of Chrifti d laflly to exerciſe. that hers boats Fn ——— 
Mt; » & to C © - 


--my 


verſo mundo, Jom of Chrilt in the originall, to haye intticured Tuch 
charabtere cor- 
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alebe for texror or-coafors, the power of - which is chiefly $0 che Paſtors 
Py 5 2a and Rulers of the Church, As it is then far che honour 'of the © wil 


9 i Th, 
oa Chriſt ſe- ries «nd ſuch a Miniſtry, fo it 48 for: the honour'of the of © 
cundum ſucceſ- ©e {uccefliqn of all ages co have thus preſerved 'them and 3t! (off) "in 
ſrones Apoſtolo- that order which becomes the family of Chrift; which had come 
rum : quibus il- far ſhort of any well ordered family , if :the Father and Maſter of 
li cam que oft | Jetus Chriſt, had left every ſervant wr at be duty, and all 
«>> 5,20 of them to ſcramble what part they lift of employment, alinent, and: 
diderunt ; & enjoyment ; but the Lord Chriſt, (as every wife Maſter *doth) hath 
Scripterarum appointed, and .his Church hath: prejerved vo this day 'conflant 
ſme fiftione Uu- S:ewards, and dilpeniers of holy: things in bis houſe-buld ; whoſe 
- 19mg duty tis to be faithfull ro their Maſters profit, and credit; to do 'their 
ts fine [alſa- dxty, and to mainta'm that placc and ax:hority, 'in which the Lord 
tione & ſecun- hath ſec them ; nor is it-any*thing of a, piows -eaſineſs, but an impious 
dum ſcriptures hatenets, in them as Biſhops and Minifters *yolunrarily to defer: 
19 -- oj their Nation, and to ſuffer every one to-ulurp upors them; and to'do 
gens 2 fine peri- Wha: they liſt : Nor is 612 thing more intolerable, than the rude- 
culo, & ſme nels, riot, and impudence ot thole inferior ferrants, who »pretending 
blaſpbemia.Ire- Chriſtian liberty, and nor induring thoſe officers and Minilters Whom 
| 150% ppg the Maſter hath orderly placed over them; neither will ' they long 
; ro oe -- indure the Lord or Miſter himlelf co rule over them; we read, Mar, 
mu inviolabili 21. 38, They kill the Son, who firſt beat and ſhamefully intrea- 


obſervatione tt- ted the {eryants which were lent. 
welar qua po- 


tiſ/imum (atholicj ab Herelichs diſci iminantar, niminum, ut cjy ſuits meriti atque praliantie vir furrit non 
ſua ſpome predicationis mumes ſuſciphat ; ſed expetter clonec ab FEctlefa mittatur, ab gaque ſactis ſunitio- 
nibus iuitictur , ſiaque mutarus pre itealion; Evangelii mincipetar, Batonius An. 'Anno Chriſti.44- 


Buc thirdly, as tothe perſaxs duly ordeined ; This holy 'Orth- 
uation gives a real) divine power; which is neceflarily to be' dele- 
gated and derived from Chriſt, (fnce no man hath it,'4, and of bim- 
ſelf, or of ayy will of men) by which he-is'enabled ro perform thoſe. 
dutics, which Chriſt only hath injoyned in his word-to- be" done, 
and to be-thus done, by tuch men,-and 4n fuch a manner, ' and no 
other, 1 Tim.5,22, Lay hands (udiainly on no:man, (i. 'e.) by way 
of N:dination Ergo, no man 1s of that office, 'or /harh' that 'au- 
thority and power till ordeined, be his parts andgifrs ineyer fo 'great 


and good. So 2 Tim.,2.2, Theſe things commit to faithfall men 
(who may be able to teach -others) ergo, fome "peculiar Commiſſon 


muſt\be given-tothcſe, and-ro-noother, ro perform Miniſteriall du- 
ties With authority. Such-are thoſe, of nakiwe (Diſciples, 'by Proa- 
ching\the Golpecll ; 'by-diftinguiſhing from others zand alto 'con- 
firming, andunitung'together among themſelyes :in holy *Communi- 
on,'thole Diſciples, with -the holy ſeats-of Baptiſm and the Lords 


. Supper ; 


of the bely Chet in or Oviintblen; = - rr 


Supper ; Toedify;\confirm, and preſerve them by teaching, reproc- 

9” ping for rhetn,. cantorting, gaiding, governing, bins 

and looping, by the:ute of char-power of , Which-is commic- 

ted oily ro them, | botly in deftriae and: diferp/ine ; doing alt things 

ward penitents and/ impenirenes,” believers atid unbelievers, loc Tic. 2.15, 
magiticrially bue Tninifterially, as from Chriſt; arid for the Churches 

200d ; yet not ptccarioutly; and arbitrariſy; of depending on mans 

pleature, but qwrorratovely 'and  confeirentiouſly "a5 doing the work Iren-1.4.c.43. 
& the Lord: knowing the pomer 'they have teeeived of the ord ; FAſcopans | 
he ducies enjoyritd theth 7; rhie. care required in'themm, the #ccount to ,,,puu baber- 
be cxacteed of them, as to the Srewardſhip of 'the fouls folemnly ts chariſma 
committed 164 heir care : which is done by that zdyns or miniſfe- wvelay whit 


riall gift of the holy Gheſt, which Chrift gave to the A s. John acctperoul. tb; 

20,22, and by theit bands, (as by St.: Pawls to Tirmorhy, 2 Twp.n. + of yar pr 

6.14) to others, and ſo'to a perperuall ſucceſſion. thi lore eh 
| 4 tet veritatem 3 


apud quot «ft ſucreſſio- ab Apoſtali', &# (annum ac irregrobabile ſermonic. Cap. 45- 1, Tim. 4.1 4. 
For without this gif: or power of the boly Spirit of Trath ; whoſe * 


(rerch underſtood)! not of  fanQifying graces, 
(which are immedi- 


or ſanftiqn, nat endaing, withgrace;but inveſting i” a wew ##latrox art 
authority, diſtin& mw the mn Chriſtians,duty, place, and offis 
cers of chagity, &6w hich artes parchment, wax,and onion, oetal 
n their kind ; burnot yalid,:es roany conveyance ; tif leaked, In 
ſcribed, deliverad and.witnefſed, as' the . a&t and dee@' of the con- 


an other his'T paws 
ec. refforgly we t firefr 


Commiſhon 


j 
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Commiſſion or delegation, as Chritt inſtituted , that power and mi. 
niſteriall gifr of rhe holy Spirit is continued, which was firſt com- 
mitted to the Apoſtles by Chriſt; who oply- would doit ; Nor can 
this power be underſtood ſo much for extraordinary miracles, (which 
were to ceaſe 5) 2s for that ordinary eMeiniftry, which was tocdn- 
tinue, as neceſlary for the Church in all ages: This er or pift 

_ of the Holy Ghoſt, as minifteriall and officiating in Chrifts name, as 

that of miracles, may be where there is no ſanQifying grace ; as was 

#n Judas,and probably in Demas, and others ; who might be ſheep, 
AQs1.17- asto their chehon, and ſbepheards, as to their office, or Epiſcopacy 
(of which Judas had.a part and fell from it) and yer wolves, as to 

x Cer.5-4 the inward habits and graces, When the Spirit of Paul was joy- 
In A *f cd with the Corinthian Miniſters and believers in  excommunica- 
fs Chrift, ting the inceftwous perſons ; it was not the ſanRifying Spirit or 
when ye are grace of the Apoſtle ; but that minifteriall power, which he had 


gathered ro- eminently in and joyntly with the Church : The power and Spi- 


CT wich rit of Chriſt as it is given, fo received in right Ordination, by every 


the power of £7 Miniſter, that is — promoted ; not. @s to grace, and 
our Lord Jeb inward yertue, of which man judgeth not ; but as to office and rela- 
ſus Chriſt; Ec. 1520: power from Chrilt, in the publike ſervice or Miniſtry to his 
Cburch. As every officer civill, or military that harh commiſſion, 
as, in the Spirit, name, and power of thoſe, by whom authority is 
primarily derived to them. In this ſenſe and to this ufe the Sprrit of 
Moſes was put on the 70. Elders; Num. 11.25. anTEHas on Elifha, 
2 Kings 11.9. ENTS 
3. Yea further, I doubt not, but the ſo/emwn and right manner 
Dew largieer of Ordination by faiting, prayer, and «mpoſition of hands ; (wherein 
| n—ar—ka ma on Spire of the ordeiners, _ —_ ent, with the _— 
OpOngr Bt * deined, joyn together in his to ,)'is 2 eat 4 
yt 54 ofalmeans, to indue the ordered, in ſome ſenſe, with jth other 
dextrem,& De- Spirit ; not only, as to power, but as to the increaſe of miniſteriall 
—-- 4p wen & 4 ifts, which - him to receive, a uſe that rg x z . yea, and 
- re.” tor the ffrengthning, exciting, and erlarp: oſe (anttifying gra- 
_ ny F ces, nk he "thor fired for, and nn | 4n, the work 'of 
Dews gibuis the Miniſtry, than he was before ; or any other can ordinarily be 
ome without this due Ordination ; whereby his wiſdom, bumility, cha- 
_ Py 4 | rity, zeal, deyotion, induſtry, purity, exaRtnels and conſtancy arc 


increaſed ſo as arc moſt requiſite for the great work and office of 2 
Mini | 


4. It binds the conſcience of the ordeined; ' more firialy to the 
yr; ho office, as to di it, ſo to: endeavour, by all holy wears, 
of ſtudy, prayer, conference, meditation, &c. to preſerve, uſe, and 
any thoſe pifts, faculties, or graces, ' naturall, acquired, . or ,in- 

ed, for the right diſcharge and fulfilling of his' Miniſtry, gn 
| gory 
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tory of God, and the rches we.fare, both in true 'pcace and ». grivize 4. 
hides ; Hence the great learning of Origen and wearer oifts, th OM fre 
were thouight by tome lets rolpered and bleflcd of :God+z becauſc vecatione /e 

he preſumed ro do the wor 2 Minifter betore he was b'cſed, iwgofiſe wh 
ordeined, and authoriſed by the Church. \ As 


qu-d in tet errores prol-pſia-it. Chem. dz Ecclelia, Res Dei ab homine darinon poſſut. Synod. Rom. 


z 


5. Duc Ordination gives comfort, conntenance, and divinecou- 2nomeds va- 
rage torrue Miniſters, as the anointing dd ro the Prophets of old, 'und _ yes 
the loJemn -2:{ſion of Chriſt did to the holy Apoſtles, to Preach; not _t ol 
4s popular Screbes, and precarious Phariſies, but as St. fo 2» the Di- adimplere, £4- 
vinc having a»thority from Chriſt ; whole Miniſtry (like Joha Bap- jw nec officium 
tilts) is not from ex on earth, (however tranſmitted by men) bur prov, wee diſ- 
from God in Heaven 3 In this confidence they can' rebuke with IC Hi «ff 
all authority ; With this contcience they cannot bur ſpeak in the 'oE1.2.c.3. 
name of the Lord ; They do not fear the face of men, or devils, in Qu infidelite 
Chriſts way ; They torlake not, as hirelings, the flock, when” the guid. 
Wolf comes, as having no relation, or tyeto the flock, which 1s not vat Barn ef 
committed to thoſe ſelf intruders, but wſwrped by force, or invaded Tie. z, x5. © 
by ftealth ; Truc Paſtors in time of general} (not pertonall perſc- ARs 4-20. 
cution) dare not {zave their flock, deſtitute ; but chooſe to be ex- John 10.33, 
amples to therfl of ſuffering cheerfully for Chriſt ; expeQing Chiiſts Wades gpl 

romile, and aſhſtance in his way. The righteows Minitter is as moans + als 

Id as 4 Lion ; for he that walks uprightly in the Spirit and pow- me. Gr. Nitf 
er, and way of Chriſt, walks ſeemly : But all nſwrpers are cowards, de Scop.Chii- 
and are ready to ivfinuate, and crouch to all wayes of mean and yul- _ Ep. ad 
gar complyances ; giving the Belfry leave to ſwallow up'the Church Ty, As the . 
and Chancel too ; ' Faltely and vile'y flattering the people, as if * mi- zuſeb.Hift.L.6. 
niſteriall power were in rhem and from them; And this tome do e.19 Origen 
purely for filrby lucre z where there is a miſerable dependance for TRI be- 
maintenance upon peop:es good will ; and chicfly to prevent any _ _ 
urges or {crutiny, which may be made by 1ome nimbler 1ophi- yycer, before © 
ſers touching their precarious, uſurped, and 'beogarly autberity as Alkxa: Biſhop 
Miniſters, whichis truly none ; This keeps them juſtly. fo in aw, of > 
that thoſe popular Preachers dare nor uſe that juſt rigor, and ſeve- 2M on one 
rity, in cales of moſt apparent crying ſins in people; which a- true jyjja ;for - * 
Miniſter hay! ood conſcience and good authority knows: how which Bemer. 
leaſonably, —_ (creetly, yet ou: an COR ro ule, _ _ ag ”y Ae 
own »p, E Ire, Or antage ; out to ri s glory, the Chwrei 5 #4 
Kh þ Wy XI a Rejigion 3 though it be ro his own detri- ny why i 
ment and danger,as St.Chrſ ſtom,St. Baſl.Naz; and other holy Bi- cule ic as a 


ſhops and Presbyrers oft did. : porn a > 
of ſuch as they found Idoneous fortheir lexrning and gifts, As common placing is in Colleges. © | 
Shit * note arti | +6, Right 
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314 © Miniſters andpeoples benefit by due Ordination, 
6. Right Ordinarion prelerves Order and Decorum in the 
Church and holy adminiſtrations ; alfo it fortifies the fun&ion 'of ' 

Miniſter with dxe reſpett and decent regard, even before men - to 

that ncither the perions nor funEion and office of Miniſters are 
eaſily to be deſpiſed, when publike Ordination is July perf>rmed,. 

with that onus and holy manner,as was of old, in this and all 

true Churches, and which ought to be to (till : Ic likewiſe concili- 

2tes in Chriſts name, and for his lake, much love, reverence, eftecm, 

patience, and obedience, roward Miniſters, - in their places, and 

duty, from all true Chriſtians ; yea and it raiſeth a juſt veneration 

Mat,10,4% to ate thus rightly celebrated among the faithfull, by thoſe, of 
whom Chriſt ſays, He that receiveth you, receiveth me, and he 

that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, and him that ſent me, 
{onltantine the This makes them received> i® the name of Prophets ; as Apo» 
Great alwaics {tles or Angelsſcnt from Gol ; valued by true Chriſtians, as their 
rreared the jg eyes ; This makes Chriſt ſenſible of their in'mries as his, and- 
wx -_ . the very duſt of cheir feer becomes 4 dreadfull witnels againſt wic- 
"FrheChurch, ked and proud reetters of them ; who thinking them to be Miniſters 
with allobſer- bur of courteſy or civility, cannot regard them with conſcience and 
vance and pi- duty ; But imagine that they may,at the pleaſure of any paſſion, luſt, 
Edſeb 458 or {ecu'ar deſign, be mocked, deipiled,degraded, caſt off,and quite abo- 
coef, x.c 35. hed ; Thar to their liberty may prefer 4 heap of teachers of their 
Mat,10.14 own raking and ma ar, att ore any of Chriſts ſending,and the Chur- - 
> Tun-4-3- ches ordcining : Such being moſt fir for their finiſter ends, who come 
in the peoples name, and haveno higher or nobler Spirit ; aCing all 
things in their Levelled Miniſtry, by the fame irreverent, irregu- 
\ lar, inconſtant, rude, inſolent, and uncomly - Spryir of popularity ; . 
Sb which is moſt prevalent in - thoſe, | that are moſt enemies -to and 
Caius ardinatio afraid of the true miniſteriall power and due ordination ; Thoſe 
deſpicitar £jus go {amt Or dapbrrarw creations of the people, when men liſt, are eafily 
+ Predicali? 1, :ected,ge cult off with icorn,yet without any fin and ſhame:yea they 
Be r. .  .. . » Cannot beregarded,or followed, without negle& andaffront of the true 
i, . Miniſty, and this not without 4 great fin ; The devill is never - 
phe owns pleaſed berter, than with ſuck pragmatich. Preachers, and falſe Pro- + 
pb hec paſs Pts 3 who do Satans work under Chriſts Livery ; which is at once 
cua, Hipaſio to invalidate, and overthrow as the true Mimiſtry, fo all conſcience 
125. Luther: |, of truc Religion ; that to having by theſe Nimrods. hunted out, and * 
17 deſtroyed all the race of the antient- holy order-and ſucceſſion, he 
may let#ptbe Babell of hisKingdom. No Symptom of Japſing un- 
' to: Atheiſm ſo great, as the deſpiſing of the Miniltry ;; which &«-- 
ſcbins obſerves before the deftruion of the Jews. . © 
: 7. Ir gives great ſatisfattion to the conſcience of dll true believers” 
Aliwn Jon © . ſerious Chriſtians,.in point of duty.diſcharged 'and comfore ob- 
ns Jag. $nfeions Cheiltans, in point of duty hſcharped wad. 6 

dicatores quam £ined by holy miniſtrations ; of whoſe validity and efficacy they 
2uas Chriftus have then lealt ſcruples, when they are molt aſſured of *the autho- n 
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Miniſters and Peoples benefit by due Ordinition. 315 
rity of the Miniſter erfoxming them as Chriſts way, ſo in his a#flitur, gn 
Name, whercin bleſfing is to be fought and only to be found; pimu 4noſie- 
Hence allo they expeR the graces of the dury, when the Minrſtra- ©" 8. 28 
:iox js rightly done, by tho/e, that! are..in Chritts fiead, as to the 0414, 
outward form, and preſence, which none can without 4 ly and hypo- Otendant mM; 
crifie pretend to, but only truc Ordeined Miniſters ; Others in their & 4% ante t 
arrogant and impudent intruſions are juſtly and eaſily deſpiſed; and 7*P 6d4TR, 
all duties they do ; which are firſt queſtioned, then denyed, hevides © "—_ / Goa 
no plea or pretence of authoriry from Scriptere,'reaſon, or from the & = pro- 
cuſtome and praRile of. the Church, whereby to perf wade any ſeber feraw & mi- 
man to regard them any more,than God did the Oblations of Caingor 4%. Terr. 
Corah.Nothing is more abhorred to the-God of order,than preſumpri- as 
ons 1n piety, which diſdain to ſerve God in his own way ; Nor'w: _—o_ _ o 
their zcai coyer their rudeneſs and diſobedience, or excuſe rhe ly, ionic; * 
which pretends to ſpeak, and go and run,” and prophecy in Gods F«b.10. 8. All 
name when the Lord ſent them not, Jer. 23.31, 32, Therefore the an- *at came be- 
tient Greek, Lyturgies prayed in their Ordination of Miniſters, and 0 mens” egy 
Copſecrarion of Bijhops, that God would beſtow onrhe Ordeined ſuch NG 
( xg/1nen ) CM: /7or1all gifts, that the boly Miniſtry might be un- conmiſhon,in 
—_— _ weggrwsy br that thereby 4 reverence might be pre- *hcir own 
lerved to holy offices, and bely officers too, | #2 NAMES. =» 
faction and comfort. , þ _ peoples hay, Kate 1, vevieutibe 
eſt preſiumtre 
temeritatis, in Miſs: eft obſequium ſervit#/s, Jerone 


And whereas the pleader for the peoples privilege, and duty to 
Prophecy, objefts, that few people are a of the Minitters 
being duly ordeined, who daily preach among them, and adminifter 
boly things ; Ir is true, every Miniſter doth. not, every time be... 
preacherh, ſhew the letters,or the Charter of his Ordination 5 Nor is Luthty SN 
 Itneceſſary, (but only at ſome times) If the diſcipline of the Church acuncer 6 fa 

in this poxnt were ſuch, as it ought to be, in vraGiſe, and which was narick | Pro- 
in our (onftitution,viz., That none; might preſume to officifice piict what or- 
( properly ) as a Miniſter, in holy Adminiſtrations (beyond'pro- gion 
bationa)l preaching ) but only ſuch as were ſufficiencly-known ro be m__ - 
fue Miniſters rrghtly Ordeined in publique, under tufficient teſti- are, ey > 
moniall ; The ſtri& care of this, would be a great means/both-to re- contented 
ſtore the Japſed veneer; of the Miniſtry, and to eftabliſh many ſha» Mimiclt. 


ken Chriſtians in their faith. - : ;; 18 vita Luths- 


As right Ordination of the Evangelical Miniſtry carrys with 

fly acceptanes from God, as a ſervice and duty, 'for to 'others 
will fay, 
ures #7 x: of oh bleſſings of Gods gracesand gifts »por the Churches 
of C inf and the howboud of I truth and ſoundneſs in 
Uk faich, more. nan, Peace, Charity » Order, Conftancy,w+e./ The 
S 3 k flouriſhing 


Who reguired theſethings at your hands 7 So it-pro> 


316 Miniſters and peoples benefit by right Ordination, 
| flouriſhing of Aarons rod, Numb. 17. both in bloſſomes and ripe 
fruit, lufticiently teſtifies ( againlt thele exvious mwurmurers againſt 
Ordination ) whom the Lord hath choſex and ordeined to lerye 
him, as Miniters of the Goſpel, Rom.4.10, How ſhall they preach 
unlets they be ſent ? It's negative, They cannot rightly, Yawfull 
acceptably, ſuccelsfully, comtortably preach,unle!s duly ſent in 
way ; nor can that place be meant only of the Apoſtles, as F.Socia 
us interprets it, fince as Preaching and Miniſtry, ſo authority in 
them, and regard to them, is al\wayes neceflary for the Churches 
good, Never any Church or Chriſtians -were eminent for ſound 
knowledge, Orthodox profeſſion, or fox holineſs of life, in all Charity 
and vertues, but only there, where true Miniſtry, and right Ordina- 
tion was continued and incouraged. The more any Church or Chri- 
{tians are defettive, Or neglettive, and looſe in this, the more they 
are preſently overgrown with ignorance, or Errors, or Superſtition, 
or infinite Schiſmes, prophane novelties, and ſcandalous licentron|- 
neſs; when every one that liſts makes himſelf or another, a Mini- 
fter in new and Exotick wayes ; Such mock-Miniſters are but as the 
block, that fell among frogs, nine dayes wonder; but afterward the 
Pageantry concludes in the prpnons babblings, contempts,and con- 
fulons, juitly and neceſſari y following tuch mockeries and Impo- 
Rures ; Nor are they attended with only contempr of thoſe Preten- 
ders, but a'to with neglett and indifferency m ſome men, as to all ho- 
Now fortaunt ly duties and miniftry ; which the miſerable experience of many peo- 
Devs labores ple in this Church roo much confirms at thi day : No men and wo- 
eor2m gi new men being more dark, unlavoury, dilorderly, waſted, torn, wounded, 
ſunt ordinatl 2nd (cattered into fattions aud errors, than thole deluded creatures, 
FA par ren whoſe firlt error makes way for all other, forlaking the r9we light, 
dam afferent and talt of the world, and4 of the Church ; the teaching, order, and 
tamen nox #di- guidance of their true and faichfull Miniſters ; After this they are 
ficant, LuthcF. eafily abulcd with rwinkling [nuffs, unſavory (alt, with Wolves and 
n. bi vg | 
ord. te thieves, who come not in at the dore, when 3t js fairly open, but 
Te climb over, of creep under the wall of government, order, and diſci- 
pline : that they may ſteal, deſtroy, ond diſperſe the flock. CY you 
Tob.1e!, (hall ariſe men, ſpeaking perverſe things ( i.e, ) they riſe of themſelves 
by popular forwardaets, and diſorderly pretumprion, not from Chriſts 
_ the Churches ordination. Hence they prove fo grieyous and 
milchievous-to the Church, As 20.30. So thar it is not only the 
Calamity and miſery of poor Chriſtians to be thus abuſed; but it 
draws them into many finfull- evils, and ſnares, while they forlake, 
or; caſt outand deipiſe their rightly Ordeined, and duly placed Mr- 
niiters, andeither follow and incourage (ſuch ſeducers, as are very 
deſtruttive both to the Churches peace;and to mens ſouls,both in the. 
preſent and-after- apes, ovelle fall to a negleR; indiffereticy, yea and 
abborrency of all Religion, | _ The 


4 


The holy Power of aut Ordinution. *.Y 
The Order, Power, and Authority 'then by which Yight Ordi- © 26, 

aationis conferred on the true Miniſters of -the Golpe),as was here in Sum 
England, although they ſeem 70 proxd- ſcorners, to unſtable minds,to (onclufion 
jgnorant and unbelievers, as frivolous,as the: Goſpel ſremss fooliſhneſs ; of the powey 
yer to the humble eye of Faith, it appearsas the wiſdomwe, boly oraer, and efficacy 
2nd commiſſion of God, for the continua!] teaching,/'well” iding, of right Or- 
and edifying of the Church of God, by truth, and peace to Salyation. dination, 
The blefſed and great effefts of which depend, as'I have ſhewed, 

not upon any natural power, or yertue, 'tranfuſed from the Ordes- 
ners 10 the Ordeined, but upon the Word, Promiſe, and appointment 

ef Chriſt, ſending them in this method of the Churches triall, appro- 
bation, and ordination ; In which by the” judgement and confci- 
ence of tho!e who are of the fame funRion ( and fo beſt able ro 
examine and judge of gifts and abiliti&s ) the examined and appro- " * 
ved is publickly authoriſed anddeclared to be ſuch a Miniſter, as the 
Lord bath choſen to be ſent, ſuch as the Spirit ' of Chriſt bath anoin« 
redand conſecrated, by meet gifts and graces,for the-ſeryice of Chriſt, 

and the Church, in that great work of the Miniſtry : Ore, whois 

thus ordeined, the Church may ( in any part of it) comfortably re- 
ceive, and own in Chriſts name ; Oze, who is partaker duly of the | 
comfort of that promiſe from Chiit, co be with his 1rwe Miniſters ro Mat. 28,. 

the end of the world ; which could nor be verified, as interpreters ob- | 
ſerve of the perſons of thoſe then living, and firſt ſent by Chriſt ( who 
were long fince at'reſt in the Lord ; ) but of cheir lawfull Succeſſore, 
rightly following them in the ſame office and power ; without which Neu. { 
they are not truly their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry, and authority ceſſores 
from Chriſt + No more than they can'be Embaſladors, Depuries, an pred. 
Meſſengers from or to any oze, from or towhom they | have no afſign* ,;, 
ment of any power, by femers, or other way 'of commeſſion; which, qaaw infi 
when moſt legally and formally done by deeds and: infiruments of tum eſt, Reg, 
writing ; yet theſe receive no naturall change of their qualities, nor ig 4+ 

any inherent vertne conveyed to them, when they are- made inſtru- 

ments to reſtifie the Will, and convey the power of any to another ;- 

but they have ſuch a change in relation to their *appointediuſe+ and 

end, as alters them from what they were before in common and une 

limited nature, Ky | 

The like is, as to religious ends and-uſes, where: ſome men are 

mu ordeined to be Minifters, having all their efficacy and au-. 

ority, as 'to that work, from the-will of | Jeſs (rift, from whom - 

alone ſuch power is detiyab/e, and-that not- in every way, which the- 
vanity of men lift ; but in ſuch as the Church hath conſtantly uſed,. 
according to the Scripture (anons and direftions ;: which are clear -to 

Timothy and Titzs, which are the —_ and evident com- 
miſkons for r:g ht Ordingrion,.and _- on-.to the Miniſtry, be- 
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316 Miniſters and peoples benefit by right Ordination, 
flouriſhing of Aarons rod, Numb. 17. both in bjoſſomes and ripe 
fruit, iufhiciently ceſt:fies ( againlt rhele envious murmarers againſt 
Ordination ) whom. the Lord hath choſe» and ordeined to lerye 
him, as Mimiiters of the Goſpell, Rom.4.10. How ſhall they preach 
unlets they be ſent ? Ic's negative, They cannot rightly, fawfull : 


acceptably, ſuccelsfully, comtortably preach,unle!s duly ſent in Gods 
way ; nor can that place be meant only of the Apoſtles, as F.Soci« 
us interprets it, fince as Preaching and Miniltry, fo authority" in 
them, and regard to them, is aiwayes neceflary tor the Churches 
good, Never any Church or Chriſtians were eminent for ſound 
knowledge, Orthodox profeſſion, or fox holineſs of life, in all Charity 
and yertues, but only there, where true Miniſtry, and right Ordina- 
tion was continued and incouraged. The more any Church or Chri- 
{tians are defettive, or neglettive, and looſe in this, the more t 
are preſently overgrown with ignorance, or Errors, or Superſtition, 
or infinite Schilmes, prophane novelties, and ſcandalous licentrouſ- 
neſs; when every one that lilts makes himſelf or another, a Mini- 
fter in new and Exorich, wayes ; Such mock-Miniſters are but as the 
block, that fell among frogs, nine dayes wonder; but afterward the 
Pageantry concludes in the prophane babblings,contempts,and con- 
fucions, juſtly and neceſſarily following fuch meckeries and Impo- 
fures ; Norare they attended with only contempt of thoſe Preten- 
ders, but a'ſo with neg left and indifferency mm ſome men, as to all ho- 
Non fortanat y duries and minittry ; which the miſerable experience of many peo- 
Devs labores ple in this Church roo much confirms at this dzy : No men and wo- 
eorum gui new men being more dark, uniavoury, dilorderly, waſted, torn, wounded, 
ſunt ordmats .n4 (cattered i710 fatiions aud errors, than thoſe deluded creatures, 
FA gorge | whoſe firlt error makes way for all other, forfaking the r9we light, 
dam efferent and talt of the world, and of the Church ; the teaching, order, and 
tamen nox «di- guidance of their true and fairhfwull Miniſters; After this they arc 
ficant. Lutixr. eafily abulcd with rwinkling [nuffs, unſavory ſalt, with Wolves and 
ro 4 we thieves, who come not in at the dore, when it is fairly open, but 
Fo climb over, ot creep under the wall of government, order, and diſci- 
pline : that they may ſteal, deſtroy, FE diſperſe the flock. Ong you 
Job.10.),, (hall ariſe men, (peaking perverſe things ( 5.e, ) they riſe of themſelves 
by popular forwardaets, and diſorderly pretumprion, not from Chriſts 
od ho Churches ordination.. Hence they prove ſo grieyous and 
milchievous.to the Church, As 20.30. So thar it is nor only the 
Calamity and miſery: of poor Chriſtians to be thus abuſed; bur it 
draws them into many ſifull- evils, and ſnares, -while they forſake,, 
or, caſt outand deipiſe their rightly Ordeined, and duly placed Mr- 
niiters, andeither follow and incourage (uch ſeducers, as are very 
deſtruttive both to the Churches peace;and to mens ſouls, both in the. 
preſent and after: ages, orelſc fall ro a negleR; indiffereticy, yea and 
abborrency of all Religion... The 


LEY 


The holy' Pomer of awe Ordination, 

The Order, Power, arid Authority then by which »1ght Ordl- * 206, 
vationis conferred on the true Miniſters of -the Golpe);as was here in Summary 
England, although they ſeem to prond- ſcorers, to unſtable minds,to (onclufion. 
jgnorant and unbelievers,as frivolous,as the Goſpel ſeems frelitnep. of the powey 
yer to the humble eye of 'Faith, it appearsas the wifame, boly oraer, and efficacy 
and commiſſion of God, for 'the continuail teaching/'well: iding, of right Or. 
and edifying of the Church of God, by truth, and peace to Salyation. dization, 
The blefſed and preat effets of which depend, as'T have ſhewed, 
not upon any natrrall power, or vertue, 'tranfuſed” from the Ordei- 
ners to the Ordeined, but upon the Word, Promiſe, and appointment 
ef Chriſt, ſending them in this method of the Churches twriall, appro- 
bation, and ordination ; In which by / the” judgement and confci- 
ence of tho!e who are of the fame funion ( and fo beſt -able ro 
exzmineand judge of gifts and abilities ) the examined and appro- 
ved is publickly authoriſed anddeclared to be ſuch a Miniſter, as the 
Lord hath choten to be ſent, ſuch as the Spirit of Chriſt hath anoin- 
redand conſecrated, by meet gifts and graces,for the ſeryice of Chriſt, 
and the Church, in that great work of the Miniſtry : Ore, ' whois 
thus ordeined, the Church may ( in any part of it ) —_— re- 
ceive, and own in Chrifts name ; One, who is partaker duly of the | 
comfort of that promiſe from Chyilt, co be with his r1rwe Miniſters ro Mat. 28, 
the end of the world ; which could not be verified, as interpreters 'ob- 
ſerve of the perſons of thoſe then livine,and firſt ſent by Chriſt ( who 
were long fince at'reſtin the Lord ; ) but of their lawfull Succeſſors, 
rightly following them in the fame office and power ; without which Nev. ſunt ſac- 
they are not truly their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry, and authority ceſſores in 
from Chriſt : No more than they can'be Embafſadors , Deputies, and #9 9% «off 
Mcſlengers froms or to any one, from or to whom they | have no afſign* ,;2 mods + 
ment of any power, by letters, or other way of commeſſion; which, qaaw infits- 
when moſt legally and formally dove by deeds and: infiruments of tumeſt, Reg, 
vriting ; yet theſe receive no naturall change of their qualities, nor is 185+ 
any inherent vertne conveyed to them, when they are made inſtru- 
ments to reſtifie the Will, and convey the power of any to another ;- 
but they have ſuch a change in relation to their *appointediule- and 

end, as alters them from what they were before in common and nn- 
limited nature, $4 

The like is, as to religious ends and-uſes, where: ſome men are 

qocatly ordeined to be Miniſters, having all their efficacy and aus. 
ofity, as to that work, from the-will of | Feſws Chriſt, from whom-- 
alone ſuch power isdefivab/e, and that nor- in every way, which the- 
vanity of men lift ; but in ſuch as che Church hath conftantly uted,. 
according to the Scripture (anons and direfttions ;: which are clear -to 
Timothy and Titxs, which are the t paterns, and evident com- 


miſkons for r:g ht Ordingtion, and efhon-.to the Miniſtry, be- 
| SCſ 3 fides. 


» 
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Of 0rdination miſapplird, . | 
fides other places gp the undoubted Authority, and - pregnant 
ecltimony of which Epiſtles and Scriptures, joyned to the. ( harche, 
{ atholick, cuſtome, it will not be cafic for any Noveliſt tovacate and 
aboliſh char holy Suoceſſion and due Ordination, which the true Mi- 
niſters of England have generally had in this Church, which in my 
own experience, I cannot but with all truth and thankfulneſs ref 
fie, to the glory of God, to the honour of this Church, and tho 
oY reverend Biſhops, as Fathers of it, who not only with great decency 
and gravity,but with much conſcience and religious care,ordeined Mi. 
niſters,as very many,lo very worthy.Ncr-on the other fide will the 
Novellers n_ 'y perſwade judicious Chriſtians, That any «pStarts,and 
pretenders 1n any; other way ( whichas jtiis poor and popular, fo: it 
comes yery ſhort. and unproportionate to what is required in, and 
Haben'es enm of a Miniſter) can have the power and Authority of true Miniſters, 
zis conſortium having noright Ordination ; to which no mans pragmatich pride, 
Ce cl and Ciecenblence, nor the oftencation of 'his gifts to; others: by 
ej! & conſorti- 3 voluble rongue, nor the admiration and defire of his fi'ly and 
um danmatio- flatterivg auditors, can contribute any thing, cirher as-to the com- 
$45. Teirul, de fort of the one or the other ; but much-to che-fin and ſhame of them 
=_ -vaam | both, as -perverters of Chriſts order, and the Churches peace ; for- 
Jo. 2:8, ' fakingtheir own -mercies while they follow ping vanities, which 
cannot profit:them. '. | | 
I7. Not that every man that is Oracined a Minifter, as tothe 
Yet meer meer outward form, in 2 right and- ordetly way, is preſently of the 
form of Or- eſſence and truth of a Miniſter in (hrifts efteem, or in the comfort 
dinatron, Of his own conſcience ; The ordeined may be ſuch hypocrites ( as 
makes not Simon Magn was, when bapriſed).as baye neither reall abituies, 
an able Mi- nor honeſt parpoſes, a1ming at Gods glory, or the Ghurches good; 
rifter. but mectly at their own worldly ends, and baſe advantages; The 
Ordeiners alſo may be either deceived in the judgement .of Charity, 
or corrupted by humane Juſts and frailties, fo. as greatly to- pervert 
and prophane this holy Inſticution ; No-man-bath further comfort 
of his being Ordeined--a Minitter, than ;he hath; reall gifts, and 
competent abilities, together; with an holy aud boneft. purpoſe of heart, 
«Se vdprirme £0 £1orifie God, in the diſcharge of that holy office and power; to which 
5 iacxezie wen he is by the Church appointed ; Nor can on the other fide, the Or- 
miouc 6xp:Beiex dejincrs more highly offend in piety againſt God, and charity: againſt 
drugs ws- the Church, than in a. ſaperfictall and 'weghioent way of .ordeining * 
pats 6 wake, Miniſters 5 which antticntly was not done, but with - Hen -publick 


ouh 12, Bart, | 
"eo. 187, ſaſting, praver, and great devotion. | Indeed-nathing, ſhould 
EOS inthe Church of Chriſt | with | greater exaRneſs, boch for ana 
cuſtom of the ſaperity, and outward holy ſalemmnity, than this weighty and. fov- 
_ rc-  danzentall 'workof carrying on the Mimifteriall power and-authority 
be Miniſters in= firand holy Succeflion ; Abucy here avc pronto creep .in, abc 


"Of Ordination" wiſupped: .*\ - 


PDevill covering nothing more, than to undermine, 'weiken,” and'Vitt up 
overhrow this man Pillar on'which*the Church "nd? hone iof G6g, firickt 
Joth fhand; Miniſters - either” unworchily 46r undbly' Orddnea, 2 
are like fleight and 1 buile ſhips, which endanger" the" loſs lo gf ikea. 
| ſelves, aiida!l thoſe-that are embarqued in & wow and 'prt to $a Vi. 
with them ; Miſcarriages, in the matter of ordination of "Miniſters, ©92«', Cab. 
are to the untpeakable detrimenr, anddiſhonour of Religion'; as urt- I* 5 2 
ckilfull, cowardly, or perfidious Officers are r& Armies, « 1' ſhall tib- = tg 
ver hope to ſee the: Church flouriſh, or truly reformed; 'unnll” his yer. 
Point of right Ordinaiion of Miniſters be terioufh confided of 'and _ Tye 
duly reftorcd to its Priſtine honovy and hey wherr to_ Ordeih **aninari 
Miniſters for the tervice of the Church, was- not ro prefer men” /o” 4 Ozortet Eccle- 
henefice, ſo much, as to recywit C hriits regiments, $o ſtrengthen by fie Epiſ.& mi- 
forces, to forrifte the Church and true Religion, with moſt vig-laxr niftrum Chriſti, 
wachmen, and valiant Champions, whole care was on every fide [t6 Loomg 
defend the Flocks' of Chriſt, againſt all enemies; which were ' to be annie Arp. 
as the Cloud or Pillar of fire, both lights and guards to Chriſtians, lum, pictatis 
upon all occaſions; who made conſcience to live with, to fuffer with, **®pi, vay- 
yea and to dy for the ſheep, as good Shepheards. Such men only are fit fi - em, . 
to be Ordered Miniſters, fuch Miniſters ought to be prayed for,high- rem, c fenſo- 
ly priſed, and perſerved m the Church, by all that defite 'ro 'tranimit rm ducem, 
any thing of true Religion to- Ap f, nor was the Church of of emicum 


Exglard, or yet is, deſtitute of ſuch Miniſters, both duly and wor- © ##eiral- 
thily o:deined, to the ſervice of Chriſt and this Church. F.. CO 

Toaboiiſh this order, or tcouſurp to undue hands, or to contemn bominem ſenti=- 
this Sacred and right Ordination, which fends forth - able Miniftexs 4: Bern. ad 
in Chriſts way, can be no other, but a moſt cr#e// and” dereftable Eug.l.4. 
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Yea, for any. Laymen, in 'a br=tiſh violence, and meerly by. P - nn + : 


manners, as to offer money for 4 part of the miraculous and Mini tute me —_ 
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Inſolency of unordeined Teachers, 


Iſchyras dwn- how comly will ic. be to ice the keyes of the kingdome of heaven, ; 
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managed, or commirted, as it were, to Boyes, to' Pages ahd- Laquiee? Wes 
co weak, mean, mechanick, ignorant, diflolue, and riotous wreaches, 
who not conſciows to any rrue Minilteriall power, or juſt authority 


yr Hence the Church, can never mike conſcicnce of doing any holy Miniſterial 


anaſins A- 


pol.2. wider iy 
voloflungye 
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duty, to which they arc moft wnfir ; never caring how prodigall the 
are of the truth and honour of Religion ;; of their LIE = 


mens ſouls ; 'It being a ſpore ro ſuch proud and ſpitefwll - to 
do wickedly, to Ck prophancly , and. to live | SRrnqgs the 
Church, And not content to commit a rape upon true Religion,and 
the holy orders of Chriſts Church, ( as Abſalom did on the houle- 
top before the Sun, and all Irael ) they will further in time juſtifie 
the-flagitiouſneſs of their willames ; as if the zeal they had for true 
Religion, provoked to ſuch outzxages theſe peſtilent -pandars far 
errors and all licentiouſneſs,with their followers, who muſt preſently 
all turn preachers, though neyer duly Ordeined, nor fit ever 1o to be; 
yea, their arrogancy makes themordeiners too, of whom they pleaſe 
to ſet up to miniſter to their extravagant Juſts-and follies, which 
makesthem many times much fitter for the locks or cages, than for 
the pulpits. Thele will ſurcly come at laſt as much ſhort of the 
happy cffc&s of rrue Miniſters, as they are far from that ra 
power of right Ordination, which I have proved to be from Chri 

and the Bleſſed Apoſtles, rightly derived to us by the conſtant (*-. 


' ſftome of this and all Churches ; and this not as a cypher, or meer 
formality ; but, as of | ſacred Inſtitution, fo of reall and excellent cf- 


ficacy, and divine yertue in the Church, where duly uſed and ap d. 
Which was that I had tv prove againſt rhe . ſcurrillows ob eftions 
ot thoſe, that ſeek to deipile and Ts the whole FunRion, Ordi- 
nation, and divine authority of the Miniſtry of this Church, 
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Rader, the Keaſon why the Folios of this Book, db not follow, 
becauſe the Copy ( for Expedition) was divided to two Printers, 
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Nother- great Caltmay,- arped by by their Adiwfaries again 3: 3 OA 

the true Minifters of the: Charch of Bryland, he eh a' - 


due -and- right Ordination'I have — be", 
ivine,' ſo. both - Neceflary ,- 'and'EfticaciousY''is 
emy, {harpned- with Preſurption and: Prejudice; | On he 68 | 
an'high vſieem and | confidence which they have - of themſelves, 19% 
and a very low- deſpiciency of all” Ordained/ Miniſters; on the © 
other fide even in that which as .the- honout of 
Miniſter ; while theſe Anti-miniſteriall Adverfaries pretend 

the Ordained Miniſters have not 'the Spirit of Chriſt ; Lodge 3k on 
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er won 
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doe Pray, Preach, and adminiſter holy chings by the gags CY Sq ro 
theſe new Modellers challenge in ſuch a planary meaſi " £ 
to themſelves; that they juſtifie their wane of Ford —_ = 

a endowments by: - wa _— _— —— heir not HI wy %* 145% 1 
ying,or It ar; they acter, ir Ru TIER 

nine. Colouring -over their well known wer ons 1s Frneraces OE Shady hay 

illicerateneſſe, and emptineſle, by the > 

ſudden Inſpiracions, and ſpiritual Enablemenes; : Which ' Nel we 

ſay they have far beyond any Grind inirs'Adhby ahoka 

Spirit's of Chriſt, which is extraordinarily PHONE p ALA Gb44 

ſuddenly leads them-into» all: Truth, + aj ew for al 

Duties to Minifteriall Offices: Thar chis is yt no auld 
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ſiles didebeir former ſelvezaker once the 
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may” 
Al thac 1' fear, iS, Ifie, and 
that which I wolt orre, is, Sy "proud  fiderium. Ber. ſer,3, And, 
os ; ſuch «8 ſorde men are prone to affeft, A and Fritilaguium Kergjcons 
fly to-boet of amo mony ous and fimple Irenm, | | 
0 0ids-INE can hirdly bee g you lh. | | £ 
ond prunual! anfivers and REN: s, as both Reaſon ! » 
md Refigion afford r6 fober and wiſe | des in all ocher. | 
Piſputes. © - 
or ſuch pretention; oi Godr Spirit, and of ſpeciall ll Infplecions r Job, 4. +, 
( wi which oh the primitive Churches gl pn buſcd, Ide vg 
and by which rhe very Apoſtles wete and d. qpyhee.d, ar6.28. 6 Bo the" Ons + 
Aoteort and comme, ig themſelves in bigh 1; Monitas 
_ redth Aer. that they are not Wi ly calculated, BY a wh Now at 
are Raprures and Enchuſialmes, by whi £ 
cnning men Gel 60 ofe ch es* of (petta peltgore i nk $1940 264,90 
24 and aniteriitinticrs [ike wy. an at 5(05; Sat 
py fe themſdves more, how ts interpret the Revelation, RR 
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beleeve, and rruths and olear precepts rot © Ahab = | 
the Goſpel in Foote 3s Reon Holy oly with grin 

ſober, and humble Chriftiarrs never boaſt 

of thoſe" ſbbrets of the Lote, if ever thi 
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Seeded nk ed fiſhes of pretended ths a A. 
ning ae voor Be om Liyob ; 

plain rpc mon 'Cheifoy the Word, and y Pt, Mi 
onice itito ehis maze; wilder theic weak 


in ears thoſe F 
thoſe | wht, 


pretty legerdenainicy' 
Fagſers ſad ED Py x a 
ableco know = a long time whereby 6th pe 
rh hy & carne uy At ite} th ho 


dls to, > Toke cheniel 


2G] $64) 


Vain; weak, TIES te ep s 


* 4 : Ku 2 


© P . 4 N WY if ea w 7 
5 pn, nas, TR - ” 
x Ws » AY ws 


4 Pretemtions to. ſpeciall. Gifts; 


| rdinary Soptiſtry, and craft ; when men wantſvlid ground | 
F hd ant 2 Fo Ctrigh Realan, (roews 4 Low! a "iy ob - 
mn i t, and holy exampl 7 Or an | 
ou" as Chriſiunswhereb? to juſtiftie their. opinions, n—_ 
_ Riſes, their * retreat # , (as Foxes when 
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$. ip this, The ſpir | 

oh Genre) og neg Win nd wane mean yo 
practpt Domi- theſe chingstot 1em; OTC. if ed ent 
nick (purios ſob ways; which.are in congruous, unco 45 = = oat wv 
ſoctrat SpVIM Gent with, either rhe Catholick Ten i, Or 7 ways od nfl thnor 
& ad ercndo e- h im the Chutch of Chriſt, according to the plain e an 
uns effciow forth Ir ; * Thisis done with che ſamefalfty,yergravityand 
Re de potacelmbeFagn raps 
Ser, Ben. A Conficgence, | Falling-ſickpeſt and the device: of bis Fi 
* The Fryers crow a Monk )thathis fitr of F Ting fiokpeſs feed 3 

dicant | i is Ear where he had accuſtomed tO feed its Were: 
MEL n Sec pm whchatom Gall bs UG Je 
AF wich * Juſt as weak and confuſed Writers of hal bp pn rne thhin 
they called the 1. plotand delign of theie Fancifull NAS. wa dg Sorts bond 
EAternuyn E- venurous Knights, with unexpeRed ka Tom 
wangelin'rs this uhzerr:) which ſalve all inconveniences , ſuper _— 
they preached bolies, and tranſcend all difficulties, as wel,asall ru 54 
and hong yd bo Providence : So many men defeftive in their Intelleuall, 

a ag : | 4g}. 

Goh tl mu't Morall; and gracious Principles of ire ang Fane Seu HP 
be aboliſhed all fober Chriſtians own to be derived from, , and: they. 'pie- 
gas eheirs rho: on the holy Scriptures, both in Faith and. Manners) : Pre- 
ceived, Mar.Pa- BY Spirit, to be Patron of their moſt extravagant 
156; 4n,.1.154. ſently p-etend the optr. 5 ” tho: moſt incredible-opinions.,_ the 
Naxderm. ts. fancies and deeds; the Deviſer of : pi ;- which.no- Few,-ori 
I :54- DiRXator of their moſt Ig jan-ink x" yi bn Nor. any. Mi. 
* Whoſe bypo= "edulous Greek, or Gypſy, would ever beleive; 4 taſl/ 
ring © WHO Were Not willing to depoſe bis reaſon, . and to. ſufſer.a: his 
BUS in. bd citull. creduliry to uſp the Throne. and , Soveraignty ;of 
more (vir & Soul. 


_—_— | This, in general!, 1 may reply, to all thoſe, that forſake 'ordi- 
piectate illu- 


ary Precepts, and follow New Revelatians,. ar precend- the. ſpect 

ſud oppobs. oft Horn of the Spirit againſt the, conſtant . Rules _ __ 

Rs their tions of Chriſt inthe Word; (and [ may tell far wn - # 
blaſphemous greater certainty both of Reaſon. and; Religion, +1 | W: 
book to be them can-affure- me or any man.,. that they . have: theſe Iþecia - 

ip. Flages impulſes and graces of the Spiric, beyond others who; walk 

Vit, Ala. the, way of means, And; FEvelignenods. wh Chetan 
! Re ITY & | s LILT-932 2 39:8 8... hes : 
| ; Firſt, 'We ate forbidden £0, Beleiye: every, Spirits becauſe the Spþ 

Firſt 4 h e- rit-of | Antichriſt may Kwan fry Spirit of Cheiſtz we' are com- 
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and there, by ſpeciall Jn acions,” He never” Ta 7 
other old way of the outward, and Ordained Miniſtry, « of Work 
and: Sacraments; hath (o/ much of the ſpirit of Antichriſt, as it 
is againſt the evident tefkimorn Mr the Word of Chriſt; again 
the pratfice and' the © Fe A olffes "and in& the Ca 
tak cuſtome cf 'the which 'ha ys thus 
ſet forth and witneſſed op hol] ot Chriſt, and muſt ever 
doe ſo till his coping again © Which ſecond coming onely hall 
put a period 'to the Hog Sacraments,” and. tht rrue Evangeli-, | 
call'Miniftry, which now ip) Chriſt, 'Ordained i 
the::firſt+ cormirig-of C artfls ts evitica 
Nimiftry by Szcrifices, 8 7 a 
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Word of God, without t any men, atan ww: 
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ars : no reall ſufficiency of gifts or | graces doth juſtifie any Chei-, 
ſtiat: inany diſorderly and unruly, courſe of a&ing, or.exerci» 
fing his ſuppoſed Inſpiratjans in the i aapeb 3,20 more then they” | 


doe in tbe Civill Offices of TH r,are thele mations ; 
thing of Gods ipeciall call in Sie: of the Cog 


Policy of the Church, where the ordinary way . of Calling, :A8- 


mirting, Ordaining, and ſending forth righe PG eg hes 
in the Ghurch. 


Be theſe ppuiters of-che Spicit never {@ 


good. Chriſtian upon jdlmneſſe, or Ireſanplins 
Dh a uy f ordi 477 means v7, udp pci readi 
compared to 


the Word. 


* 


\ E c * 
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# 


medicatingy; | 

cin ll Tag. PL reparing, &c. Nor tha!! he: eicher preſerve, 
or b prayin or profitably. exerciſe any, fach; gifts; without ſtady,: 
Induſtry and preparatory painsz which are the; mednsby which, 
God bleſs h wn with ths Fadoms, Truch,, Order, and: Utes: 
fiaers wh re Bn: are neceſſary the Churches go9 The Hhenld 
effuggns "of ſame mens el har thaowarmy 

Tae pi ( where there wes 55-or5M Wie nes | 


{erp Bl ocution, hee, Nha way of 
I OT Sabena: 


L . M! 


' I exvll or any 2 war male Nine dis in- any -48 
4 'l - C hb & = 


are beb | | 
theſe men 
farrows of their Sermons and mom A linle ger 7 
wey with theſe men; In their 65 4c Inſpirations; and "gen 
cannor goe ſar on',. they goe round, ini circling Taxtologier, ſnare 
ed repetitions , intricate contificns' : which are till bur the fame 
chains of thread, which other men 'hav hanaſbmely. fun and 
wound ' in better method-and order; which' cheſemen have nei- 
ther skill nor partence fairly to unfold 3 but pult ont here a 
eas and there an end; which they break off abruptly, to the 
confounding of alf true” Mechods of Divinity , and Order of 
found Kriowled wg, 
The compoſedneſſe and gravity of tre Religlton (in Publigue 
eſpecially) admitsTcaft of extravrganHes and uncunelineſſe z which 
diflolve the bonds, or exceed thoſe bounds, by which - Chrift pro 
hath fy compatied the Church together, in a ſociall way;giving 5ul; inves 
every part, by a certain: onde and / 
Siena in his Charch,) that * meaſure and proportion, 'which greurare, fine 
is beſt for the whoJe : This place 2nd calling every Chriſtian etoitec,ſne 
ought to own, and to attend; keeping wichin due bounds, till — adn, 
God emablingi, andthe Church ſo judging, and approving of 14, os 
his abilities ,; he be placed and imployed in ſome way of Pu a * 'Epb4 x6, 
lique ſervice, into which'to crowd, and obrrtide a mans felfe 
mealled and unordained regatarly the Church, doth nogargue, . 
fach great motions of the Spirit,{which'like roms liquor cannot 
be kept in any veffel? } but only evidencerh' the corrupt ſpirits, the 
loca lofts, na. it, © proud et ata Wo = in _—_ Hearts. 
m___ a $ nffuences 'Q $ Spicit in 
—— ” arts, are in alt $! wats Habics 
NY ekaey the. ture ( whith. ave- the 
Uhurch as any Thbt 


ofed :arty more 'be | a el 
hls I-+ or its bet croffe'. ih. in Math 
a i 
—_ ter, thn provd and Avnitin.de de Ute: EceleG.c.16,Now dicone 


cherey Int Aflcnces and "TIP £2. t 
Re ER cad of Olirtf 1 eur. Reneoran Je wt, 


&th ata in al 7 "= SC 


allowance (ob as the huouna | fre - 


ided verum - 
efſe.quia ill vekilla miribilia feeit Dongue, vel Ponti 
—_ rep Fric og vo lnoy or boat, , Bur _ ptr Lp eng] guy ale 7 => pk : 


lkefeam Ls array Ne . 


wm 


Falſe Pretewtions of ad ug. > 


Col.3.+6, 'The./ ro. th icir Ty 
<d wich the Yb ow fe Fepeate Oe; 


tace of any, u jy, ly 

wich the _ brooms of f odd eo by 

tertain wich ſumewhat more trim Eh 
ſpirit; who lovesto dwell thus in thebjgh 


mens ſouls; 9 
hereby ſeems make the, Jater end, ot Dj or filh, dreamers 
Cin pride, vain-glory, b xPpgccilie andy ing ag hs Ka 
blaipheming es «xy Tire of Ch riſt, co ng his 
oncly true Miniftery, and Ordinances, an other licent 

Apolialies.) worſe than their beginning Bs gnergnarrartond 
terrors; or in plain dealing ſenſualities, and; downright, pro+ 
- taneneſſe; Ab is _ tolerate. ke nh nth 
Pope Hildebrand, Cum (4 here*®. Spirit: 0 God ," than: to eagain(t i it, pheme 
ricus & maltſicus + ſat ilepus 4 A oie, and reſt it, after - fome knowledge 
4 - ++ ip. nmr of the Truth. It had been better for ſuch men nt 
artifas patrabar; Srames ſubinde to have known the way of Chriſts Spirit in the Sceip- 
e manicaexcunebat (oram pIpu- TUTres and the Church : le is far more veniall £0 
lo. Car. Sigon. ad ,2n, 1057. erre tor want, af the Spirits guidance ,/ and light, 
Avent.pag, BF. 470. than to ſhut our eyes po E. and to impute 
> ho leehad our Errors, Dreams, and D coit ; 'Tis bet- 
ter to haye the heart wholly barren, - ag = lay our :adulterous 
baſtards to the Spirits charge 3 when they - indeed: are; iflues of 
+ | nothing bat Pride joined to Ignorance. | 
Like pretenti= * Noching indeed. is ealier and cheaper, (at the World now goes) 
ons of old,con- than tbr * vain and proud men to pretend eo ſpecial Inſpirations 
futed by mens and Motions of Gods Spirit on them; as many in the old times did; 
pratiiſes. who yet were ſenſuall, not having the Spirit :  * So the 
*oe# an themſelves (Ie) ſpiritual, men aswe 
, Por rent; loguium Þereticorum. owl .men;. e Marcionites \Manie- 
"Se ſpirnnales off eſrebant V- 'niſts pretended, chat their Maſter Mantenas knew noſe 
wirginales Gnflico-um {piritus 154 the Apoſtles 3. bad moore of the Comforter ) Pry 
£! riabantwr. lren.l.4.& 3, the Com arcer it ſclt,androld bim,what Chri laid, 
bis Diſciples could not then jp ons al _—__ 
Auſtin. de lying fancies had the Valentinians , and Om | | 
. Li. nichees, who being 61dls fantod, grew idle-head 
_ 9 a what they laid, nor what th ey. id ; for Feel LC opts 
ric. Sothe Cathari , and. Encratites-;cal- 
* eras $3 Cophen "RI REI? ling themſelves Chaſtand areiand( 
dom ex-Marcionte privatas 11 þ1- 
= — 4 error pelowt ceaſe wh. Iote) (algandin 4 Tn | 
tamens putlle, [eh mp, & Iibrum fjll ogiſmo» 
rum, arg probare wnlr, my ſg ap HE 


44 


Fre wil _—_ 
ſtrange Reveladions, elf Offiracies; "and 1y ing aids, ful- 
alin and incerprering of Prophecies, enthronings of Chriſt, 
which "ang deluſions they fought to deceive the very E- 
* if it had oflible ; but they could never per{ſwade 
eculy excellent, nd hoife Chriſtians, to diy belief of their forge- 
gerier and fallier; fince neicher the tewper oftheir ſpirirs, nor their 


works, nor their words, . were 
like che rules, marks, or. fruits, Sleidan.Com. 1 4. Cairire erabemir Tied on- 


, ant, He, 8, The Caites pretended 

of that holy and unchangeab's Spi- x Ae ytored Rattates of Sin Pant, _ 
Tit of Jeſus Chriſt, ſet forth in his he 'then heardy &e. © 
Word, and owned in the Church;  * Borborize, aa Can, Tertul, and Auſtin cal 
But rather the effe&s of that de- _ beers the , Cath afifts , and others: \ 
irs Irit ; which is moſt contra- called rug 1p. diCi;Pmrwmaric PID» 

4, and moſt Inconſtane 1.5 ys | 
in i ſelf; which after all s fair pu oe 


ngs aud prefacings of Purity, Aune t 
oh and nſoirations, is. ſtill. A poſtle "of briſt, NE Comfornee Be 


but * ( Borborites ) a [winiſÞ and onto Di CES - ny 
unclean ſpirit, and differs as much fer bis followers ba bo oor and errours 4 
from the Purity, Truth, Beauty Gid they were called ; from flowing 


and Order of the true Spicic of with M ( udve ons. They ſaid, he 


aana 
Chciſt, which (hines in the Word, waz the 'he fubſtance 0 5d, ro be purified: &' har 
as thenioft noiſome Jakes and fl-. a7 hey hen he Bui _ rob rpgrtner of _ 
thy fink doch from the moſt ſweet Dt ſubſtantia mnbemine pwrgetnr. Auſt. deHe, 


and Gyall fountain of everflow--, 
ing waters. 
True Minifers find it hard, having done all, to Fer TY 
comperent, Miniſteriall gifts and grace of ee irit ,, which-are True flue of 
ry to, carry ON y/ wad great wo the cir own and o- the Spirit. 
thers Salvation Als any, decorum and comfort : \ which theſe Glo- 


rloſoes . pretend as, it they were bred mom 'to.z or were ſud- * Uenit & 14- 
denly , and at once hogs Hy: with; w. of. theſe. ever ak. prout vults 
they want the Spizit,, bs haye.. onfidence. £0. 8 eraghe 27, unde wen 

any Miniſterial work and pat el i hris .vt quo —_ 
ſtians, no' leffe than ah ns tQBer, : 


in the ſanfify Tify 
with mach Tat vn iS Ha pra 
ties; nor doe. the yy he's 


1 "or ] 
Gt es 


elted ni ot buy "his (er) 
| ON -the chat {6s Irder,. Office 


370 True fruits of theggoly Spirit%e | 
£pb.4.8.& 11, of the Miniſtry, both as inſtituted cotttinued fo long time, by. 
| the wiſdome and power of this Spirit of Chrifi, And by this 
great Gift of gitts, as by the Sunne in the Firwament, all 
others are ordinarily conveyed to private Chriſtians , which . 
chiefly coniiſt, and are maniteſted in true beleevers , not in quick 

ftrokgs of fancy, paſſionate raptures, ſtrange alluſtons, and allego- 

ricall interpretations, confuſed obſcurings ot Scriptures (which ſome 

In veritate qua men ( with Origen make ſo much of but in bringing men from 
ituminarszin this childiſh futility of Religion, to a manly ſeriouſneſſe; which ſets 
viyiute qua ime the heart ſoberly ro attend , read, hear, ſtudy, and- me- 
mutark gn cha 4: 2te On the Word of God ; to prefer that Jewel! before all 
* nano the bidd:g treaſure of their own or others Fairy fancies : to aſſent 
ate conſiens to the ſaving Truths both of Law and Goſpell ; zealouſly to love 
tiaz ſubira & them, ſtriftly to obey them; by hearty repentance for fins againſt 
' Infolita meniis God or man, ingnuons confeſſions of them, honeſt compenſations for 
latitugint pre - them, fincere amendment of themz hence it brings to a quieſcency, 
mtg yy and comfort in no way, but ſuch, as is conform to the Word of- 
* 1n bumil; ſpi> Chriſt; burning with an unfaignedcharity toward all men ; moſt fer- 
riru Cy purs wently to the Churches ſervice and welfare : with an * bigh efteem of the 
mente ſpacioſe pyvellency of the knowledge of Feſus Chriſt, his Inſtitutions, and Mi- 
ſs — ——_—_ niftry, his Word, and Spirit, and Grace; with a grateful! value , 
* Phil.3.7, ©0d high reſpe@ of thoſe, by whoſe _—_ they have. been, cal- 
x Thel. 15. 12, led, baptized, taught, converted , and are till guided” in the paths, 
14,13, light and breathings of the Spirit, to the hopes of ſalvation; 
Heb, 13.17. the bleſſed expeRation of which in Chrifts way raiſeth them up 
many times to high, yet holy refolutions, to deny them- 

ſelves, and. ſuffer apy thing for ,Chrifts ſake, and the teftimony 

of the Truth. bi Woes; | GS 

' Theſe, and ich like (1 nee? arethe beſt fruits of Gods 
Spirit z which are riot the Teſt excellent, becauſe they are com-- 

mon : Gods children are not oft entertained with novelties , and 

never pleaſed with ſach new tayes, and ratles, or hobbey horſes 
i» +. ii Rel jon which ſome 'brs of. The wandering chuds, 
which Tome mens fincies e, of fpirituall Motions and Ma- 


* & Z 


- -Hifeſtacions ', beyond plain and ordinary Chriſtians ,; either, 
ludc 32, priva:e'comfort,or for publique benefit,art for the moſt part wi! 
. . ortt*water, they darken but moiſten not the Church, or the ſou] 
they have ſo much of earthy or fiery exhalations m. them, 
that they have little of the 'dew:6f heaven with themz Nor 
"may they withour great injury and _ indignity. be imputed 
to the” Spirir of Chrift: Nor doe; ſuch ſorry flowers(which 
_ grow in every —_— adorn the Garden of God, the Soul, or the 

 Churcit; not juſtly crown any with the moſt honourable name 

boly or, ſpirftuall: Which 'titles' vain men much affzf; and bg 
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True powey of the Spirit inme.' 371 
challenge ; ſober and humble Chriſtians do earneſtly defire,, and , 
ſeriouſly endeavour to merit :. Being' an honour (6 farre above 
the naturall capacity of ſfinfull mortality, that nothing, but a 
Divine bounty and ſupernacurall power can conferre ' the' Truth 
of that Beauty , "which is in holinetle; and the right to that glo- 

, which is in. every\ True Szint;: who are; often (hid, as orjent 
Pearkes in Tough-ſhels; in great'plainnefſe, lowlinefſe and: fimpli- 
city ; which makes ſuch as are- zwly' Szints and ſpirituall, as a- * 
ſhamed to challenge the name,” as- they are afraid to come ſhore 
of the grace i Studying 'not applauſe and admiration from en, . - - 
but the approbation ofa fincere and: good conſcience) Him they » Cor.1, a2, -/ 
look upon as the father of every and perteR giftzthe ſendeo lam. 1.27. 
of the ou wy by the dve Miſtry of the Wordg/intomens heartsy 6 
The ſearcher alſo of all bearty, 58d tryer of the ſpirits of men'z far beyond ff 
what is ſet ont in paints and outward appearances of extraordinary Heb,4 33, - > 
ifts of the Spirit ; under which maskand diſguiſes Achitophel, and . : ,-.. 
ebu, and Fudas, and-Simon' Magm,and the ſons of Sheva,and'Demas, . - 
and the ſelf-made Prophetefle Fezebel.,, and Diotrepher, all fal 
Chrifts, falie Prophets, and falſeApoftles, alt crrax Antichriſts; 
and true Miniſters of Satan, grievous: Wolves; fludied t appear 1 
and did ſo-tor a while, till the Lord ſtirred upthe Spirit of diſ- 
ceming in his true Miniſters and true Saints. 
Which Spirit of Wiidome reacheth-us to meaſure and judge FS 
of ſpiritual giftr, and true holineſſe, ''not by bare: and'barren Rr eg1/power 
forms, but by the _w and pradiſe of godlineſſe; not' by ſoft-ex+ of the Spirit 
preſſions, and gentle inſinuations, or melancholy ſowreneſſe, and ſes how diſcerned 
verer brows: not by Ahabs ſackcloth, 'or Fehbus triumphs,'or 2 Tim.z 5. 

Phariſaick frownes: Not - by | bold -affertions, Ty YL 

lowd clamours, confident calumnics, precipitant <x538@xve.” | telpico, aut trifti 

zeal, audacious adventures, ſuccefſefull inſolen- wats, Opſiooſ Phariſei. 

cies: Not by heaps of Teachers, popular Ser- ey mu my ig age w_ 

monings, long Prayers,wreſted Scriptures, crowds jt 7 null; gravis, plis ſuavit, oms 

of Quotations, high Notions, Origenick, Allego- mbus with. Ber." 

rizings : Not by admired:;Novelties,  vnlgar fatis- Ni 1am; menus quam ne dubitere 

factions, iplendid ſhews of Religion 3 empty noiſes of {hea Mes bs.» begged ng 

Reformation: Nor yer” by arrogant boaftingsy unChasi.s nr oo mie 

ritable deſpifings , confident preſuniptions, haſty - ;1;; poneſſe de [lure ? Ber, 

aſſurances, proud perſwaſions, pretended Reve/ations, ta= ""Centi wm- ſunt ' qui ſolliciti non 

natick' confuſions : Alt theſe, either in atteted Li- one op {204 <3 ; 

berties,” or -Monaftick rigors, -oft bear up nens ib. Tera i feeura eſſe p6- 
"WE" . ; y |; p4 , dat - Sx 4 c . 

fancie of the Spirit, 'and (anftirie, (like bladders)» HOO or 

meerly by'cheir enprinsſe >| Nothing being more prone-codifpoſs ,, , 

a vain mind,” to fon ftrangly , that it hath Gods Spirit , than the « 3*13» 


is Deceiving #nd 
not having i 1 being deceiyed; . 


. ke 
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372 Speciows pretences of the Spirit. 
S/lendore mags than the not ſerious conſidering what #tue belinefſe is 5 und the 
quam fervore way of the Spirit of Chriſt is: In its infallible rule þ the Scrip- 
dele2ounr (= ture 3in its nobleſt pattern, Jeſus Chriſtz in its foundation, Ha- 
Oe tim Mility z in its beauty, Order and Symmetry ; in its petfeRti 
Dum fallunt JLITY 3 _" Ys n . 10n, 
maxime falluns Sinccrity z in its glory, Love and Charity ; in its eranſcendenc 
tur, excellency, the Divine Nature. The Devils Piractes ate thade as 
much by the frands and fallavier of hanging out Godly colawry s the 
Kypocrite ſan- flags of the Spirit, and ſhews of holinelle, as by the per defiances 
#titats unes; gf oerſecution, and batteries of profaneneſſe ; Delulions in Religion, as 
es fem Palilabs charms on Samſon, are oft ſtronger, than the P hiliſtine force 
iu piter vidi= againſt the Church 4 Elſe our bleſſed Saviour would noe have ſo 
ant; remedia in careiully fore-warned and foreaarmed his linle flock,againſ thoſe 
morbor, & ſan- grand Impoſtors; whoſe deceit is ng 1efle than this, * Lot bee is 
Arem mert- Cyrig and there is Chriſt : As if he were no where in Bagland;or 
chin in all the former Catholick Church; but only in the corners and 
ylolt. . | 
* Luk.17,21! Conventicles of new Donatifte. ; 
| | Le6 here is Chriſt | a moſt potent and playſible . pritention in- 
deed, able by its native force, and mans creduew frail to 
Mark,13.22, gective eveh the -very Elect; whom would it not movye* and 
kKmpt. trongly to hear of a new Chriſt, in New Aghtr, and 
new Goſpels, new Church wayes, new Manlfeſtatibns, new Mi- 
niſtry, and new Minifters; Yea to heate of a Chriſt without 
means, above means, beyond the Scriptures deadnefſe , the vId 
Sacramentall forms, the Minifteriall Keyes and Authority: Chriſt- 


in the Spicit riſen frotu the greve of dead duties 3 of expired Or 
dinances; and from the Carkeſes of anciem Churches z A Chriſt, 
who is already come to judgement ; with whom his Saints arewow 
riſen , and dayly rifing; ſeeing him not 45 in « gafſe of means 
garkly, but by immediate Viſions, glorious Manijeſtaii ſpe- 


, 
cial Inſpirations, plenary Inbabitationt ; thus fitting on Thrones and 
R eigning with Chriffin bas dont - | 
om would net theſe Trumpets awakg, and theſe alaemnns call 
forth 2 if we were not forewarnad by Chrift ; and it we had not 
ſeen ſuch follies formerly ated and manifeſted to all the Chrifdies 
: world; . and futficiently 2 ve in all ages ; which never amount 
— _ ted to more than Religious Tragedier; for when the magks | 
mentum rragi. Prophets,. and neceſſtons. Saints, and hungry Enthuſiaſts, andidls Serw- 
ew mſrrorum phicks, were taken off, (which put on either by the power 
religioſa deifia, or prefarnprions they had among the Valgar) preſently there ap» 
peared the horns of the Beaſt, in pride, ambition, Iuveury, po ) 
Cop.Bo. >. erelty, tyranry, confufion; That thoſe, who ſeemed to | have cone 
Slide, com, down from heaven in the ſhews 'of the t , IS 
ba Sandlity, were but $«)axs lighmings falling down from heavens and 
| his moſt abominable eru3ations our of che ;bottomeleſle pit» ye 


If we other pwr Chriſtians, who. fill remain on 'the ether fide 
of this Jordans (which. thoſe Spiritsſoer pretend to havepaſſed) if 
weez' creep. on the ground , -as worm: and no ment; who 
have dayly cauſe: to abbor our: ſelver in duſt and afber, 'who are 
forced dayly to firengthent: our faith, ta renew our repentanee; /to 

re ooh our: Sy in. ; $ _ prayers , with __— 

bearts and contrite ſpirits, contending with. corrupeions,,/ wreſti 
with temptations; | having-enonugh to doe: to fortific pur felves 
with the compleat armor of Gates Word, - in Preceptsy' and: Pro- 
niſes;z and of his: Spirit, in grationrhabirs, excitations to, and 
allftances in duties: Thas-giving all: diligenceto nake ove; ca/- 2 Pet. r. ra, 
ling and eleflion fure\; fot counting ourſelves tbrhave amprebinded, 
but preſſing or 10 'the mark, of the price of: the bigh i gan. 3-14. 
Chriſt Je us? Glorying In nothing but in the croſſe of Feſws C at, Gal. 6. 14- 
by which we are crticified to the honours, riches, policies, ſac- 
celſes, flatteries, and glories of this inglorious world ; yea to the 
Liberties, Religions, Devotions, Sanftiries, new ez.new 
Reformations, and;new Miniſters of this worldy who forfaking the 
wayes of Chriſt, and. the holy Apoſtles, . and-the ;anclene Chur- - 
ches, and the true ſucceſſion: of Miniſters, and all Power z have tuned 
grace into wantonmeſſe, liberty int» licenticnſutſe, - gedlineſſe ' into gain ; 
and very mach embraced. the preſent workd; talling down before 
Manmon, and worſhipping the falſe gpdr of this world: My 

It we, who when wehave ſuffered mach, and done ſomething in our 
endeavours and purpoſes of holinefle; yet find cauſe tory. our, 
Wreebed men that xe ave, who ſhell deliver ws from this bidy of death | $29:7-24- 
if we could indeed believe; or 4ind by experience, that the exaita- 
tony , and Raptures Of theſe new-i pretenders to the Spirie , were 
| More corafortable z; than the Anffetings: of thoſe 'old Chriſti- 

ans; That their mrimaphs in theeworkd;” were d rhe others 
hferingt rom the world, that there weremoreos Chriftin theic 
ww Crowtt of glory, which they boaſtof, than im the others Croſſes, 
which they pattemly. bare; | If we could diſcern a more /elf-de- 
wing Spirit, a mote Ghrift-exjoying Sanftity ; That they, were Saints, 
that 39, Not eracifiers of the warliybut orneifind to the world © Iwe touk!: , 
ſee the waunds of Chriſt in gy oc apparieions vtheſc Chriſt- 
like phanafme, (as Antury the ankeweguires; when Satan ap- 
peared to him like Chet is glory ) If as wr omar xr oof 


Noncredam'eſe 
Chr:ſtum ni/e 
wulnera videgn. 
ce: cifixh, i 


| vita Ank 


ſtice, Honeſty, Colentedneſſe, Paticncey Gharitys, 
nility, Peaceableneſſe, Fidelity, Gonſtancy and-Orderli 


* 


God, 


lively cbara&tes of true 
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Fallacies in 
this kind fre- 
auent ameny 


Entbhuftaſts. 


Frequent fallggies ronchipethe Spirit, 


we faw fueh truits' of. reall holineſſein\cheir-wyords, petis, and 


aſtions, in their DoCtrines and-daries//in' their /(elf-denijatalniel 


\ Mortifications,im thctr meetings and Fraternkies ,” iff theirCharch 


Orders aud Miniftrations,' as might convince us,' that thele pre. 
tenders to: the Spiritz-and detpiters of the. Miniſtets; have indeed 
more ot: that light, lite: and-power ot the holpiSpirie- ot God), 
than eichev' true: Chriſtians or godly' Miniſters formerty'had;-or 
now have #n this, or aty. ther. erue »Ghurch 'of Chyift » How'ſhould 
we emy their blefſedneſſe with an ' holy»emulation ? ' How 'ſhould 
we, as Saint fobn ww the Angell (© whom'ir may 'be' he took 
Jeſus "Chriſt ) « be even' ready. to-jall «t (their feet 4” ro kifſe' their 
toorfteps; wo atend their direftions 3:00 imicace-their exatnples ; 
to paetake of 'cheir-raprures 3 to! pry Into. their"! third heavens; 
to rites atcid, 'reignand criumph;.ro enjoy» the. holy (Spirit and 
Chriſt, and God with" them, 'to all which they in word and fancy 
recend ?” » Iy/ ey peer fm Tops mf d 1 . TIES < + # 
n Buz-the triple Crown of meer titulari and 'verball belinefſs (which 
is buc-copper gilded over moves us-not, furcher than eo pity 
the {inner ; and to-1corn the pride : The Gmſtichs, Montaniſts;Ca- 
thariſty"of 01d; the later rade , and cruell -phanaticks in” Germany 
cryed (rer2za&) boly, holy, boly co their parties and fa&ions : 'As 
if there were koly ambitions; holy ſeditions, holy covetouſneſſes, holy ſa- 
cM.edges, holy obſcenittes, holy .eruelties, holy confuſtons 'in the 'conver- 
lations ot tme Chiiftians anc ſpithuall men ;' Or” boly” ignotances , 
holy errours, b:ly darkneſſes, huly hereflet; holy ſchiſms , holy | bypotrifies 
in their hearcs and ipirirs :* As'it no dutics;' no Scriptures, n6 
Sacraments, no Miniſtry, or Miniſters;'no Government, or 'Go- 
vernours of the'Church were heretofore. holy , which were} 
mitively, 'and uniycrially, and conſtantly owned, 'and'obſervedin 
the Ghutch 'of Chrifty 'asderived from bim 4" ' As if prizwte'fancier, 
and ſolttary dreams, and- fingle imaginations of weak" and filly men, 
or women, werenow holyer, or had more in them ofche Spirit, 
than the publique Oracles of + the ſure Word of God 4 which theCo- 
tholick, Chureb hath received-trom God by the handsothaly men; 
and by a conſtant: ſuccefhon' of an holy Miniſtry hath delivered dl 
to us, with conſtancy. andifidelicy Cas to the mains) bowerer 
particalar branches ar members of this Church may have failed 
and withered, . It theſe Antiminiſteriall Nyvellifts have nothing where- 
by to ſer off their preteudedgiftsof the Spiric,and fingular holinefle, 
baronly novelty, tancy, and umertein Infpitations, nothing! to cry 
down all tormer holy ways of the Qhyrch, but this; char uhey are 
conform to all Antiquity and; re-regulations ; The Jeaft 
beam of whoſe glorious lightalwayes elther equalls, orfarex- 
cceds their new either ſuperfluous, ordabious iHaminacions; my 
i448 t 


of ther ſanitifying Spirits 


perienloſa oe 


their new dreſſed Spiritualty and Sanctity, wichouc any admiration, 1g, Ca0m 


devotion or the leaſt ſalutation : Nor can we-at: all conlider Tac, 


private ſpirits. warped. from; and bent againſt the publique Spirit > 4 Lee : 
mfr =Y 


Chriſt,in the Scripturezin the prattiſe of. the Catholick Churchz 
in the moſt eminent Chriſtians, both ancient and modern;. [: | 


We ſhall content our ſelves with that plain. and priſtine -holy- True l olineſſe 


neſle, and manifeſtations of che Spirit, which are expretſed in the and true 
Word; depoſited in the Church ; preſerved: in an! boly- Saints. 


dorum dro 


and Eſtabliſhers of boly Truths, holy Duties, boly Sacraments, holy ,,,.T.i 
Orders, and holy Miniſtry in the. Church: And:this with dis Na D. 


vine Power and Authority , - not onely: perſona. but nel pimalge. nd be- 
without which the inſtituted Serviceand Worſhip of Chriſt had ere 252925 7 > 


this failed. Theſe being ever {ince Chrifts tinie:in aU the-world; 7 Ra. E p99" 


imployed in Teaching, Gathering, Baptizing, Governing, Feeding;"x,;,,. 
Pkireing, and Perfefting the Body oChri t,yhich is his turd da 
We know not, and ſo we cannot deſire , other holinzſſe, than that, 

by which we beleived the Truths, obeyed the Corhmands;. feared: 

the Threatnings, obſeryed' the. Datics,-preferved the Jnſtizutions, 

continued the Orders, reverenced' the Embaſſiidors;/' joped inivhe: 

Graces, hoped in the Promiſes; and were led contormably' eo 

Chriſt by that Spirit, which,Jeſus Chriſt hadgiven to his Church, 

long befoze,thete new comers; hadgraven.the ftamps,orſetuptheir 
Mints, We are. glad, and ble God,when weattaip unfdignedlyico 
that-Pirit of Holyneſſe,/whichi-hears the Word of Bod wichr! 
and trembling y from Abe mouth of 4hoſe/able arid-gr indſters; 
which are the Adeſſavgers or; Angels | ſent from! Ohviſt , by! the 


ing, ron nes FORn 


ot Gods loycjh, Ghailt (rota; Heir: hands 
boly myfleri) wichvromerggyifreportanells 
That ls Fj. axfyÞ 

rejoyceth in well doing, 


acts by Charity ;.is buly with 


v 


without a 

 Thas ho 
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in.tbe Church,: .rocher ſoffring. touch! then giv 

wyking Afi, according. get Pions: and: pee ergo of 
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they miſt give all Jearned -and godly | Minifters-\togerher with Pol terra 
all judicious and ſober Chriſtians: leave, to paſſe by the Idol of © !s 94am 


* SY 


exemplified in all true: Chriftians.:.- and moſt eminently in! Sandt1tas ef 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles,' the great and famous Founders; Teachers "iz colen- 
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376 of vhe true SantRfytny pint. = 
* 3 v3) wy of Dimyfius to Novatis. That holineſſe which is' old; acthe: 4a 
mn a5+ cient of dayer, reall, rationall, demonſtrative from the Word afGod,. 
4 m6 3 e- nd .exemplitied inthe lives:of former: Saincs : Which is 
» bar oy on courteous, charitable, humble, Juſt co all}:men ,, abounding: 1 


c- :xi4- all rightcouſneſſe; and theo fraves of in; eſſe, peace, and eſtas 
wes MReErmVoe IG co private conſciences ypone heme oh we | 
7 ty x0 76 #4 That holinefle, which hath-nothing in it ſupercitious, calumni. 
944 uegTVELE tiny, defamatory, infolent,. bitter or bu me 20 aty true 
75 E9K87 TS. Chriſtians, true Churches, and true Miniſters, which know how 
nr. to reproves what is amiflſe, without rejeting all that ixwellzeo 
*16, 1938 <5; reform the crooked , withont ruining whatis right. Thar hoti 
1165 16 ms nelſe, which, asthe Sun-beams is always like it felf; likecheFs- 
aur uM, ther. of ſpiritnall light ; uniform and conſtant in all erne Saints, in 
—_— all ages, and'in all adminiſtrations Divine, either immediare, or 
yy. 4 he pil mediate 3 as to its rule, the Will and Word of God; as to Its 
116. Diny.E- end, the glory of God, in Gods way; as to its Epirome,-or ſun; 
pſt. Aurea, the ave of God, and its neighbour; 'as to its fruits and 
opud Evſch.!, effets, che good of mankinde, chiefly of the 'Church of Chriſt: 
6, 1.63% Thele have ever been the ſame for kind, however differinginde- 
grees, according to the meaſure which God hath given 'to his 

rrus Saints and: ſervants; who. never differed from God, or the 

Word, or. oneanother, as they were holy and ſpirituall;however, 


as men and. carnall in part,they had their ercokedneſſe, anevenneſſs, 
and difſentings- - | 10h 21 a 


- _—_ 


<<". ont . 


Theſe are the fruits of Gods Spirit, this that rus Hulluſſe, 
for: which we pray, of which we-dare:not boaſt:” Theſbarethe 
Saints, whote :ſhadaws we count Soveraign 5 whoſe prefetiee a 
bleſling 3 whoſt ;wayes- unblameable;/'whoſe joyes unſpettfibble 5 
whoſe works moſt imitable;/whoſe conveefacion | moſt amiable; 

- heavenly anddivine; 'who: chitfe rather ro: fuſer, rhanany' way 


co att in caſes. dubjons;” ag0-decular diflertions;-: have 
much of the 'Beaft, fomewhar of the” Man,' and little of the tive 
Chriſtian: The, worth ofitheſe Pearls bs lnfinitely* beyond forte 
mens: camnterfeit forgeries, "whoſe Thiire"is"chiefty (from \ worldly 
nh Lav rr advantages; --Wiio'onrof are mened up 
£© the (hiningand- brickleneſſe of plaſſe , by-the'fervour 'of  ſorde 
Jpirits; who think ic enough to g/iter with novelties, ind to 
boaſt of Inſpirations ; fancy ingall is reformed; which #4 but elringt 
much totheworſe;;. who: ars-forced: to ferbiF theitih 
by the foil of ſevergeer of others ;' Fearing nothngto mbcie 
a true light; and thoſediftoveries which /are/ riiade-of whe Þ 
terious and jadicions Chriſtians; -who Jude 
and appearances, but by their lives and pradtr 
Woud ot God; - For: which, whe Miniſters, 


+ ww 
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Pulgormiftakts of the Spirit. 377 


mpartially bolding forch ro wag tn fd all mens deformi- 


ties, are of all men moſt abhorred by. theſe | 
4true and fall view will -.not ares He Rs 3 as Page 
men,and ſpiritualf,as they pretend; but they will beaſhamed of cir 
ErOgancs anwr Kr 9ox: inſt thoſe good Chriftians, and thoſe 
_ ers whom - they have ſo much | vilified and 'con- 
The common miſtake of proud, weak, or funcifullm 
tongues are onely ripe with SanRity, and rags. Ne erg p 
is this, That they know not indeed of what Spirit they are,as i of » Vulzar mi- 
feſſion 3 Nor conſider of what Spirit they ought to as to Sar Takes of ſpiri- 
per, it they will be truly Chriſts Di/ciples; Concert themſctves A 
wich light and airy preſurptions, in ſtead of ſerious and ſearching ex= Tok ” 
aminations of truth : comparing themſelves with th:mſclves, they tancy Lapaks vs 
they grow holyer, as they grow bolder in their opinions, or ations : ?'? Picea je 
Hence they are ealily flattered into high Imagination', and cheated Fngnoyute 
with ſtrong Preſumptions ; as if fome common gifts of knowledge, ſome Janoyw ryeue 
Sept quirkpſſe, ſome volabiliry of mcerance, ſome Scriprurall hem. 
— which they have attained beyond cheir former ſelves Als 
th cir equals , were rare, immediate, and ſpeciall gifts of the &95 T6 ma 
Spiele. Then, Boe they ſhould” ſeem no body, it they carry 99,5 Cimers 
r ſmall wares in an od pack, * they invent ſome new fafhion % 135 © AnSriag 
Religion or ſome modell of a Church-way , which they - ftrangly y EN 
fancy; Wy have once brought forth their fancy to any formand __ 
gs ey are firangely iamred with it , all old figures never ff 4x. 
o uniform, Catholick, and comely, ſeem deformed, ugly, Anichri- 29200576 
ftian: Then follows thoſe quick emotions, and ſtirrings upon their Ar wrmnght 
firs Ow have the quicknings, only of Self in them; theſe are et . 
pre ntly cryed up for motions,and * marifeſtetions,and excitations, /s « Hens 
impulſes of Gods. Spirit 'on them 3- then', , they are cafily 4 in veteri 
moved to extraordinary hears, and irregntar vehemencics - charitate 
councerſel poſſeſſed are, by the looking on and applauſes of abes s pm 
whoſe fillineſſe makes them gentle ſpeQacors, = p74 Led aided" ng ern yo 
_ any thing,” that ſeews new. to them, or Ye "alone them. camſoribir, & 
ing tronbles theſe pretenders' ſo mach, as if you : look "tos 4*cipi e.Cyp. 
mer and too numwvly on their praftifes, * Nothing, angers then! fo os mag 
3; 4Yetg- 


much, as what they fear aff "IM. 4 387 4 
» may ' cover them :. w muſt noc. as ,; » 
them, where are thetr miraglet, where their 4 ol - winds got: 
of LT Nate 5 here their prophecier ; ell a3 pf Hons which they cal= 
od =. he Mme, of 438etpre irs of abſcrite Pro 50 ther he ed Manifcſt1- 
'to Jelbs F Theſe queſtions Crhough they tions or 11lu- 
| : 0 +7 minations; 
from a Pro« 
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Vulgar miſtakes of the Spirit. "N 


are too hard for them: theſe poſe them, and afflii&'them, when 

they are thus np by Miniſters, orany ſober Chriſtians; who 

expedt no ſatisfaftory anſwer, inany of thoſe particulars, (which 

are the proper efſefts and demonfirations of the | Spirit, in its extraordi« 

nary motions,) when indeed they obſerve in theſe pretenders, ſo little 

of ordinary, ſound and ſaving knowledge z ſo nothing of that meek» 

neſſe of wiſdome, which every true Chriſtian, in whom the Spirit 

ot Chriſt dwels, injoyes in ſome meaſure; ſo utter deſolation of 

any thing, that may argue any thing extraordinary and excellent , 

which may juſtly own the Spirit of Chriſt, for its ſpeciall Author 

and infuſer. But quite contrary; groſſe ignorance in many things; yet 

putfed up with intolerable pride, poyloned with errors, kindled 

with paſſions. ſharpned with violence, delighting in furies, boaſting 

in diſcords, ſchiſms and confuſhtons, either begun, or increaſed,or 

-continued by the reſileſſe agitations of their fierce and unquiet ſpirits: 

whoſe inpetuows temper is impatient of nothing ſo much, as true 

Chriſtian patience ; of Peace, Order, and charitable harmony in 

£23 any part of the Church of Chriſt; There is nothing they can leſſe 
Mag! re endure, than "able, Tearned, godly and reſolute Miniſters, in 
pre Reefs whom dwels ( indeed ) a far more excellent Spirit of God ; full 
rum Inliano af- of wiſdome, of power, of courage, full of Chriſt ; who can and 
firmabant, niſs dare detc& the deceits and juglings of 'theſe vain mindes : mani- 
Athanaſium feſting their folly, diſcovering their nakedneſſe ; emprineſſe, 
pnnen and nothingneſſe in reſpe& of any extraordinary Illuminations, 
hom ſuſtulſſe or Inſpirations of Gods holy Spirit in any way of Religion : 
Ruf4.r.czz, After all the cry, and noiſe, and glorying of theſe mens infpirings, 
Hiſt. Ecc. at the beſt, all amounts tono more, than the ſane Goſpell; 
Cal.1.7. the ſame Datics, the ſame Sacraments, 'the. ſame Jeſus, the ſame 
God, who was with far more knowledge, purity, peacey loyey 

zeal and conſtancy owned, ſerved and honoured in this and- other. 

Churches, in that ancient way and holy Miniſtry which the Church 

ever uſed; which Chriſt inſtituted , and with which -God--was. 

ſo well pleaſed, that he bleſſed it, as the means, to gonenens 

Goſpell, to plant Religion, to ſettle and govern. the Ch rch.in 

firſt and after times, amidſt all, the perſecutions and herefies that 

oppoſed it. Thisis the beſt of their Inſpirings; the ſetting» of 

ſome new ploſſe and faſhion. on. Chriflian Religion » whoſe 

purity and limplicity like gold, cares not be thus painted over- 

| But rake theſe Inſpire&men in their degenerations > (ln 

and worſtings of Religion, and you will eaſily ſees how;{yc 

equivocal. generations and imperfelt mixtgrer, and. meer. munſternol 

Religion, preſently putrifie and pervert to,crror, fation, - licen- 

tiouſnefſe, violence, rapine, civill opprefſions, tyrannies, againſt 

all; that, applaud not, or approye.not the rarity of hoy hep 
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Niſtakes of Inſpirations. ow * | 379 
and inventionss. which fieſt-kindle,wich modeſt parks ,, as if they Aodeſtiora ſunt 
would enlighten, warmy-and-cefine-the Church, Reli ion, and #794 initia; 
Miniſtry 3 but after they .bave gor to them wulgar fewell, they © prog 
ariſe to ſuch dreadfull flames and - conflagrations, as threaten to 6, 
conſume all, that was ever. buike before them: chat ſo the *gmnes rwmert, 
goodly - Palaces of ancient | and, true, Religion - being zemoliſhed , omnes ſcientiam = 
they may bave aclearer ground,: where' on to ſet: np the” teeble pollicener: ante 
cottages of their new framing and ere&ing. Poor men ! thus fone peofel 
once * puffed up with theirtympanies of ſelf conceptiues, and getting Font 56" 
into ſome warmer Sun, having once: over-looked their firſt errors, c. qt. | 
they never after have leiſure, patience, or humility to diſcern * Not raptures 
the greſſe yet ſecret| diſtempers , which. are! in their ſpirits; * the 35 gifts,vur 
many diſtin&ions, and diſguiſes, and windings, by which wor}d- vers Fang 
ly luſts, paſſions, and intereſts ſlily creep in, and concealedly worke br graced e= 
in their hearts, even then moſt ſecurely, (and ſo-moſtdangerouſly) vidences and 
when under this blind of Gods Spirjtz-when rhe Lird- ſhall be ſurcft inſtances 
intitled to the whole plot and projett of. their follies and furies, 9f GodsSpirir, 
both in ics ſofter beginnings and its roger bs ID». | _— _ 
Of theſe fallaciesin point of ſpeciall Infpirings and motions ** * 
of Gods Spirit, there are no ſurer deteftions than theſe: 1.That Evidences of 
theſe ſo moved and aftive ſpirits do always finde lefle content, 'and ,,,;, fol 
pleaſure in , have lefſe zeal and contention for the great things 
of God, (which are Faith, Rightcouſnelſe, Peace; and Holineſle) mi 
than they doe for. their, little novelties and fancies : + 2. They finde 
lefſe comfort and joy in themſelves, to be kept within', and 
humbly to walk-in thoſe boly bounds. of religious Truth and Or- 
der; (which the Word of God hath cl:arly ſet beforethem, and 
all holy Chriſtians, and: the pureſt Churches: alwayes obſerved) 
than to be alwayes buſily diſputing for, and aRing over thoſe petty 
parts of their ſeruples , novelties , and extravagancierz Which have 
nothing in them but a verminly nimb.eneſſe and ſubtlety, beig 
bred out of the putrefautions of mens Brains, and the corrutions 0 
the times,. in'matters of Religion; .andare ratber perniciows, than 
any way profitable, in compariſonof the more. ſober ftrengeh,and 
uſcfulneſſe of, nobler,creatures : - Nor, is,, it, by gracious perſons - 
diſputed, but - that one ſeriow Chriflian ofthe 01d ſtamp, one able 
and faithfull Miniſter of the. Church: of England, whom theſe ſo con- 
temne, and hate, : £ etofare ne, andſtils doth more good, 

ations of the Spirit Ly Shi dwelling 
ravity 94/4 ng An » diligence, 
chich. many have been reſtcained 


| Cr: a ond thewey of 
God) than whole beaps of the Tegghers, and {warms of Infpi- 
red pretendegs, who like ek to the bineranc farve 
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Abominand 1 re 
ligionis ludib/1a 
colehtia 1empo= 
TUM ratiomes, 
non leges Det. 
Naz or, Lat, 
Hypocr itarum 
pietas eft rem- 
porum aucupl- 
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Diſcoveries of miſtaken Tuſpirations, 


the Bees : who ſerve (in ſome fits) to ſcratch: itching ears, to ſome 
rune Of pleaſure, liberty, profit, novelty, or preferment ; but not to teach 
the ignorant, to ſettle the ſhaken, to compoſe the toſſed, to heal 
the wounded, or to wonnd the ulc Conſciences of any 
men to any ſoundneſſe of mind, or true holineſſe of manners. | 

Their Proſelytes are rather perverted , than converted; ' made 
theirs by a ſchiſmaticall and faltiow adherence; rather than Chrifte 
by a fiduciary obedience; or the Churches by a charitable and 
humble communion ; Fattion and confufion and every evill work 
are the fruits of pertinacious and prapmatick ignorance , as Union, 
Peace, and Charity, are the genuine effefis of ſound knowledge 
and humble wiidome; In which wayes onely true Chriftians 
have ever judged the higheſt gitts and graces of Chriſts 'Spiric 
to be buth derived and decerned. I am ſure there is a vaſt differ- 
ence between a wanton Fancy anda holy Spirit, ' between a glib 
Tongue and a gracious Heart. We may add to theſe diſcoveries 
of fallacious pretentions to the Spiriis ſpeciall motions; Thar, 
both in the firſt brogching, and after drawings forth of their new 
projets and inventions, the authors of them more look w men, then 
to Ged; how it may ſuit with ſecular aimes, and politique intereſt”, 
private or publique, than how it ſorts with Gods Word, orthe rule 
of Chriſt, or the Churches praiſe in pureſt times 3 or its pre- 
ſent diſtreſſes; whole frame as to the main both 'for Doftrine, Mi 
niſtry, and Government, hath alwayes been the ſame, both in-rimes 
ot perſecution and of peace ; when favonred and disfayoured hy 
men ; And ſuch it ever was in Englend, and poſſibly it will be 


4t it out-live this florm; I am fure theſe Nwvelties ſo much oppo- 


ting this Church, and-true Minifters in it, would never have ſo 
uickned by any inward beat of Spirit, if they pry rc 
* the £un did ſhine warm on them 3 which yer isno infallible Jet 
of Gods bleſſing; It thefe Antiminiſteriall adverſaries, theſe now to 
Inſpired men, (who join in their plots, and power, andattivity, 
by which they either ſecretly undermine, by evill and 
ſeparating from the publique Miniftryz or openly invade atidarro- 
gate the Office; or wholly deride and e the FunEionz' 
it they expefted nothing but Winter an tion, and ſuc 
meaſure as they mete; T believe it would damp their ſpiries very 
wuch : They would then: think it apart of prudence ir ay = 
«n Spirit, to ſleep in « whole rin; by keeping themſelves in 
tation, whetein God, and the Lawes both of 'Chatth and Scare 
have ſet them : As they did vety watily; "in thoſe Une ; whed 
there was juſt power reſireining them in thoſe due boandy, 
then they thought became them beſt ; and they- would: 
have thought fo fil}, (for all the fulheſſe of thede 
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ebullition of their rarer gifts) if ftrange indulgence in matters | 
Religion, and Church Order þ Lot ing them to ſafe che 
pagancier,and anpunithed inſolencies,chietly againſt che Church,and 
Church men. ' | | 

In other things, of civill. affairs, where it is very likely their 
ſpiric prompts them, as much to be medling (becauſe more is got 
by thoſe aftivities :) they know how to keep their ſpirits in very 
good order ; being over-awed with evident danger, attending an 
fatious, ſedirious or tumultuary motions; None of theſe Tmall 
ſpirited m n (who are ſe]dome little in their awn eyes) are powerful- 
ly moved touſurp any place in the-Councell of State; to arrogate 
the office and authority of an Embaſadour or publique Agent ; to ſet 
himſelf in the Seatot Jaſtice un commiſſioned; or to intrude into 
any place Military, or Civill, without. a Warrant from other, , 
than their own forward ſpirits; though their prideand ambirion Ml. Ide 
( * like Abſalyms) may ſancy,they could better diſpatch buſinefſe, doe fur part 
exaQter Juſtice, and ſpeedier, than any in Authority z yet here, preclara ſu; 
the danger and penalty of intruſion cowes their zeal, curbs their heady 20 0Pinio, che 
ſpirits, and cuts their combes : Nor are they often either ſo valiant, 94 dc ſcipſo 
or ſo fool hardy, as to at by their pretended tr en in any way, »þ » Eran my 
but where they think there may be ſafety ; which they now find (as tnfolenriorts 
from many men) in what ever they ſay, or doe, againſt the honour, - avimi propri«-: 
order, and Miniftry of this reformed Church' of Fnyland : which *f calamite- 
they ſee hath not many ſouldiers to defend it; nor advocates to plead {> wm—On 
for it; nor Patrons to proted it. Wanton and petulant fervants np. rb npv 
which were formerly but as the * dos of the flotk, will calily prontilwrie. 
inſult over the children of thefamily, when they ſee them Orphanes, afficeres & de 
and expoſed to injuries : either wanting true * Nurſe Fathers and Mo- #4 qe immert- 
thers, or theſe wanting that tenderneſs toward them, which is *7 Pu matte 
hardly to be expeRted' in fixp-mothers, and onely titular parents. a 
It is no adventare for timerow beaſts to goe over, where they find * 1ſ2.49.23. 
the fence crodden' down, and rhe gap made wide; So , much * Primaeff 
more prevalent with vain and proud mien” are the inpreſſions of fear *<£ ##119,quod 
frm men, than thoſe from God, whoſe commands and threarnings fe rus way 
are attended with Ormi nt Juftice, which is ſow paced, but _ th 
fae; Nor doe 1 doubt, bucthole fiibrle and infolent enemies againſt Sceulnem 
this Reformed Church and the Miniſtry. of it, doe already * find quazient? anime 
mm frokes of Divine Vengeance in their own ingratcfull 9's get- 


The farther triall of theſe pretenders ro the Spirit, I maſt. 
leave to: the impartiality of jadicious Chriſtians, in thac experi- 
ence which they have of the fraits which they bring forth. 
brougt focch; orfurcher cleared and iHuftcared, hn See? 
| CT TS 


10. 
How ſhort 
they come of 
that Spirit 
which ſhews 
it ſelf in true 
Mpmniſieis. 


Hanc babet me 
vida in ſeipſa 
na'M,aut nog 
Fe: ale nolle 
videre,aut ma- 
Ligne videre 
virngenr ale» 
nam,quam ne- 
ſeit imita's, 
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* and vigilancy of many centuries, yea many. | 


Fruits of the Spirit in the true Miniſters of England, 
What weighty controverhie or other queſtion. in Divinity, 'po« 
lemicall or prafticall , have they leatnedly and folidly ſtated? 
What pare o! obicurer Scripture have they well interpreted? 
Whar body of Divinity have they bleſt this Age withall, beyon 
what it tormerly enjoycd in great variety and plenty ? , What 
caſes o&t Conſcience have they more cleared or better decided? 
Is cither Law or Goſpel! bcholding to then)? yea rather; how 
have {ume men ſtudicd to make void the Law by immorall1i- 
centiouſneſſe ? and the Goſpell too, by ſuch nat free but rather pro- 
tuſe and prodigall prace, as excludes thoſe holy conditions of re- 
pentance, and good workes, which the Goſpell requires as neceſ(- 
ſary concommitans and fruits of true and lively Faith? What Seri« 
pture have they handled which they have not tortured, mangled; 
and broken the very bones of it? What controverlie have t 
not more ſtudicd to peſter and entangle > What truth have th 
not darkened with their cloudy words and ſcnſelefle notions, whi 
they call glorious heights? What herelie have they not revived? 
What poyſonous Error have they not tampered with? What 
ſin and enormity have they not palliated, or excuſcd, or applauded, 
as the effcft, either of Chriſtian liberty or neceſſity * How-many 
ſimplicr Chriſtians Faith have they ſubverted?. perſwading them 
they never had Chriſt rightly preached to them z nor were in any 
ſaving Cturch-way, till theſe Inſpired Teachers cameto dire them, 
how co caſt off and deſpiſe their Miniſters and the whole Office of 
the Miniſtry. x | 

Neither then the Word of God, nor right Reaſon , nor ſober 
Senſe will give teſtimony of any ſpeciall gifts of the Spirit in theſe 
men , either in knowledge, or in wiſdome,or in utterance, or in 
any grace or vertue; In all which they are nothing in regard 
of many Miniſters and others , who as, far excell them, as gold 
doth braſſe, and ſilver lead; Nor are their fruits to the publique 
and to others,any way proportionableto their boaſting againſt the 
Miniſters: which is as far from truth, as it. is from ity; if 
theſe may be meaſured and eſteemed, not by proud ſwelling - words 
of themſelves; or by high ſcorns, and rude cont + Arn 


but by the exadneſſe otholy walkings, and the fruicfulneſſe of pub- 
lique labours on the hearts or lives of others. 74 


Herein no ignorance , or ery, or calumny can be ſo wilfuly -or 


reſolvedly blind, (bur onely in theſe men) as not to ſee and ac- 


knowledge, That God hath given witneſſe from heaven againſt the 


crooked and perverſe | pr of theſe detraftors from, andde- 
firoyers ofthe honor of the Miniſtry of ud ; 
ing, Plety, Zeal, Induſtry, Fidelity 


bl 


” F 


\ 


+. 


Fruits of the Spirit in the true-Minifters of Englind. 

ly Miniſters, both in the reftauration, and preſervation of Truth 
{ne and Power of the Chriſtian Reformed eos. 24-map this 
Church ; others have ſought the goods of this Church, but theſe 
the good of it, I conld here fill many Volumes (as many M'- 
niſters (both godly Biſhops and Presbyters) in this Church, haxe 
done, by their acute, folid, deyour, and moſt profitqbly pleaſant 
a— with the hiſtories of many of their lives, (ſome of which 
are regiſtred to poſterity by commendable pens : others by to- 
Jerable ones, whoſe grateful defign is good ; but their hiſtorique 
faculty far ſhore of thoſe merits, which they ſeek to eternize. 
How eminent have they been, as Mſes, in all good learning * how 
indefatigable in their labours ? how dear, uſcfull, and deſireable to 
all good and excellent Chriſtians in their lives and deaths ? What 
Trophies they have not gained over the adverſaries of our Chriſti- 
an and reformed Religion, by their Prayers, Sermons, and moſt 


incomparable Writings? No lefſe have been their many and 


renowned ViRories, which they have obtained over the very De- 
vils; whom a long time they kept, as it wereinaweand in a chain ; 
How many ſinners have been redeemed trom his ſnares, and con- 
verted from the evill and errours of their wayes by their power- 
full Miniſtry ? How many fiery darts of Satan havethey quenched? 
How many weak, bands and feetle knees have they ſtrengthened ? 
How many remorſeleſſe ſoules have they wonnded; piercing between 
the ſcales of Leviathan by the two-edged ſword vf God in their 
mouths? How many wounded Couſc'ences have they ( like good 
Samaritans) healed with the balm of Gilead? How many doubring 
and deſpairing ſpirits have they revived and eftabliſhed ? How 
many mouthes of aliens have they ſtopped, by the unanſwerable preg- 
nancy of the truths, which they have cleared and mightily main- 
rained ? In fine; beforeever the croaking Frogs of Egypt ſpread 0- 
ver the land, and filled every place with their importane and in- 
lignificant noiſes, againſt the Miniſters and Miniſtry of this 
Church ; (ſeeking by their mitrerirfg clamours to contend with 
the _—_— and to filence the ſweet fingers of Ifſrac};) how 
were the excellent Miniſters of this Church, and the famous Mi- 
niſtry hereof, e at home- and abroad among the chiefeſt 
bleſlngs, for uſe, and nobleſt beauties, for ornamentz which this or 
any Nation and Charch ever enjoyed 7 'Being as-the two goody 
pillars of Solomons Temple , ſuſtaining” the burthen; and adding"to 
the beauty of Religion; being ſaved 'Oraciet' for lioly direftion, and 
great examples for verraous imitations Lak 
In what part of good'learning hayenot ſome of the Miniffers of 
Eng/and excelled; 'and ſome of ther; in all? What divine” or hu- 
nanetruth have they -noe handfed, .cleared, and afferted'? 'What 


comroverſie in Religion have they not rightly. ſtated, ao 
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_ The Spirit of God inthe Miniſters of England.. 
uted, and ſolidly determined? What part of pradlicall pi 

ng have they not: illuſtrated, and adorned pt ory 
tings, with moſt ſweet , ſualive, and pathetick flowers of holy Q. 
ratory, mixcd with truths, gathered out of the gardens ot God ; 
the Scriptures, and their own pure Conſciences ? What Scripture 
have thcy not commented upen, learnedly, methodically, clearly, 
and ſuccin&ly ? Yea what Text. (almoſt) in the whole Bible,01g 
or New, Law or Goſpell, Hiſtory or Propheſie, Plalmodicall;or 
Epiltolicall, have not the Miniſters of Dryland preached and 
printed upon with accurateneſſe and . judgement ? So that 
the quinteſſence of the Sermons , ſet forth them in this 
Church, would in the judgement of the a Lord Very. 
lam make one of the moſt exaCt, and abſolute Commentaries on 
the Bible, that ever was. It were endlefſe to enumerate the names, 
the exccllencies, the learned works, the holy fruits and bleſſed 
ſucceſſes, which have attended the Miniſters of this Church; 
whom one would have thought to have been ſet fo above any 
ſuch envy, and malice, and ſacriledge, never any Reformed Chrij- 
ſtians would ever have ſo maligned and deſpiſed, as to have ſought 
to deſtroy them and their funftion : Nor can I indeed in charity 
think, any doe ſo thagare truly ſuch. 

As for their bitter enemies and rivalls, theſe Inſpirators, on the 
other (ide; I am aſhamed to ſhame them ſo much, as I muſt needs 
doe, if 1 ſhould ſhew the world their emptineſſe, ſhallowneſle,pe- 
nury, meanneſfe, nothingneſſe, as to Reaſon, Religion, Learning, 
common Senſe, Ja Oratory ; How grofle, confaſcd, raw, 
flat, infipid, affeQed they are in pan—ng or writing ; how dark 
in do&rine ; how diſorderly in diſputes; how impotent in per- 
ſwalion; how impertinent in reproof; how unauthorative in 
all they fay, and doe, as Teachers; What perfe& Battologiſts they 
are; what circles they make, and rounds they dance in their 
Prayings and Sermonings; ſtrong only in cavilling, and ray] 
and calumniating againſt true and able Miniſters : And for 
writings, with which they have lately ſo crammed and abuſed 
the world; how little have they ſer out. to any other purpoſe, 
fave onely to waſt a great deal of good paper; and to make the 
world beleive, they were richly laden, becauſe they ſpread ſo large 
fayles ? How doe their pamphlets cheat the well meaning buyers 
and readers with the decoy of ome very ſpecious and fj ti 
tlez as if all were Manna, and Aarons rod, which were in their 
Arks 3 when there isnothing but ſuch emblemes , for theimoſt 
part, of Mice and Emrods, as the Philiſtiner pue into the Ark of 
God, as memorials of their fin, their ſhame, and puniſhment?What 
Reader may not tear their books , with turning the leaves to 
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True Miniſters fat Co Antimiviferial nodes; 


fro, betore ever he findes: aciteneſſe, mba Ange ig; or piety z 
Truth;or Charity; Divinity or Humanit 1s, or Rati- 
onals; but onel antick fancies and a — Mo de- 
forming antient-dnd true hh in its morals; myſteries and 
wY lations 3,. How much better had they wrote nothing, 
RN uch, to: (otictle good purpoſe, to ſo evill an intent ; 
_ to amuſe che finple reader, with ſhews of rarenotions; and 
by ſpiricleſſe Prefacings, to lead on their ruder fteleticks and de- 
aimings againſt the Order, Government, Religion, Minifters, and 
Miniſtry of the Church of | Engjand; in which their fcriblings cy 
mixe ſo much copperaſs and gall with their ink, that they cat our- alt 
charaters of Truch,Candar or Charity in their Papers,never affor- 
ding them any word chat may*either ec of civility, as toi 
genuous men z or of Juſtice, as to men of good learningand ſome 
meric;z but all is wrictento deformthem, their calling and Mi- 
niftry, to _ chem co vulgar (corns, to fit them for Lion r 
_— to cruell oo 'of vo —_— of py inann' _ 
10n Indeed: againft the Miniſters of England 
ye co write with' Aqua” fatis- rather 'than any ink; and cover 
red ink rather than 'black , truſting more _—— ſwords than 
their pens; nor doe they _ ry much in their Brains, as their 
hands ; their inſolency bei beyond their vie 19m nanny | 
tempts them rather: to- pifto te ores y ace Aſlafina- ; 
gon. » than to. diſpute with them in the Schule or by: the .., 
reſſe. ; 

Nor is this any envious or [njubions diminorion of theſe men, 'Y/ Fr —* 
{who owe moſt of the good feathersthey have tothe preaching and Bionor inju-] 
writings of the Minifters: of England, -and not to any'In! i- HE 
rations : ) bat it's reſemeation of their "a of 
and the Miniſters' yi ot og who have excelJed , wherein ' Aa Engl be- 
ever theſe pretenders are moſt defetive : And deſeRtive they are- frethe reſopre 
in all things, wherein able and true wn eons movy moſt excel- woke 
led. It this ftroak of my pen ſeems any wn. anon Me: pet 
they have compelled-us to it ,” and fo may Hh ym 
por So, wg vo bro is: or7e ſich, by ther oath ons 
voking examplesot vapour 'we' 

Gods grace how to own, what everis © God in any of them'3 
and to aſcribe whatever is good'in" Miniſters, to 'the grace and Ln thong 

bounty of God, who. hath magnified his power in their wedkneſſe + henefls te or 
And. howevee wee, now living; be Nothing j'yer "our \oxcellent Predes 
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ceſors, by whomthe honour ns che hol? ae prays 5 fur, 
ly tried ay bave EE andull good is ac- Deſe iſo ofty108 
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386 True Miniftets far beyond theſe Tuſpirat #82 
The bleſſings That the godly, ableand faichfull Miniſters in this Charth of 
which 4%, England ws by Gods bleiling been the. great reftorers and eon« 
come to this ſervators of god learning in this Nation; the liberal diffuſers of in« 
Church and genuous education ; the valiant wvindicators of the reformed Re. 
Nation by the ligion-3 the pins Fav omen — of piety-and vertue, in all kinds. 
true Mini- reſtraining, andreforming all lin, error, | L ,and 
ſters. ſuperſtition, by their goad lives and do&rine ; F eaching anden- 
couraging all manner of holyneſle, tiviliey, candour, meekneſſ, 
: ravity, andcharity, throughoutthe whole Nation 4 What no- 
Lie , worſhiptall, or ingenuous family hath nor , or might not 
have, been bcttered by them ? (if they did not entertain them iar 
illiberall rates, and ignoble diſtances : as.coo; many afed ro doe; 
below the honour of their calling, and: merit of their worth: ) 
What City, or Country Village hath riot been beantified, 'and 
bleſſed by mew t Where _—_ ſuch A - erg 5 0 Ros 
the dignity of their place, pro ; there 
ar err of piety, anda comely face bock of Civili« 
ey and Religion ; Ara mere might have been i vell in'every 
_ corner of the land, long ere this, if; what. hath been'6ft vapour- 
<d and flouriſhed, had been. really performed 5 thac' 16; "he ſerlin 
of a competent maintenance every where 'for a oompeten Mi 
Cogit ad tw1pia fier. Sorndalows livings have beerno ſmall cauſe of too munyſcan- 
necefita.  dalous Miniſters; | whom necefſity oft compeHed to things ancame- 
Non babet vii- 1y. both for their ſociety and ſuppore.. Updgn whoſe foresthelt 
rus in1mica. fleſh-flyer, the enemies of the Miniſtry , are alwayes lighting and 
preterpaP*:* bitingz. loth to ſee, or hear of, thoſe many i | . 
diam. Exa, © who Gave been in many places of this Church , as Saint Ambroſe. 
Et ornamentum' ma faid to bein __ . Ne RR and defence 
& munimn- . of Religion: Inſtead of whom, ſome new Feſuitick Modellers would 
_— fin .brivg.a company. of Locus and Ceterpillers upon the: face--of 
brofius the land, afſort of iliterate and unordained Teachers , -who like 
 enbulatory Arabs, or wandring Scythienr, muſt week ormonth 
© change their quarters, 45 faſt,as they have dervured filly widows bouſet: 
As theold Cire Theſe ina {hort time will not be niuch beyond Cumers and Vi- 
cuniceltiones” rants; like rowling Gancs, neither getting moſſe themaſelves, nor. 
= Wy building of picty,or found knowirdge in othergfor the 
ſmall ffock always ſerves their turn, in their ſeverali geſteand 
þ tp {6 
time will 


weeds ta-ſpread-all wu 
under whoſe fpecious covert of ſpiritualty 


Ser- 


pents 
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" | 3% 
mn, till-chepare- ſo multiplied, ivdrom 5 
matt they-albto tearing 5217cie L £ 
and devouring one owever, lixe Serpents, wicked 7/7209 + 
men niay for a while twine together ,. yer theirifferont boady witbq,,n? worn” 
ſoon cs wherewith-e0 exexcile cirr Pings and rec gainſteach _ 
other; Impious mens confederacies are not friendſhip burk@fors 
and conſpiracy. Nothing beingmore; in confiftent,:thawighorance, 
earor, and impicty ;' which having no principles ofunion.oc order 
in them, can have nothing of firmaefle or ſtability among 
HO ome ore _ are, » ( bv mages ver ing gre, bitter A 12. 
its, rebelli HKaren', Nave .Decome  ungrat A he bleſſings 
—_ this Church-and ts AIST apy Yar nar ns, which good 
cellent Chriftians; who' have riot bowed the: kyee 70: theſe Baalimy: Chriſtians 
who have: both cauſe and _ to —_ _ the feet of ene to good 
engers, the trac Minafters of England, have broughe and” Miniſters,un« 
C— ſoules 3: That their pious and conſtanc hf der _ 
not been. either. ſo. weak or unfruttfull,: as migbe in any ſorvdes © | 
ſerve, or juſtihe rw hard recotmnpenſes, ___ now are, ' with 
which a foalrfh unthankgfull generation $s to-requite 'Deut, 22.6, 
and his faithftull ſervanes, the true Miniſters, whoſe names ſhal} : 
yet live among good Chriſtians, with arable honour 5 and "their Eccleſ.7.1. 
memories {hall be pretious. as ſweet Oinemenes, 'when theſe dvad 
(yet buſie) flies,” ſeek to corrupt them, "ſhall rot as dung on Ecclel, 10-13, 
the face of the carth-: [Their unſavry ſtexch. is already: come up, - 
and hath greatly defiled many parts of this Church ;being' juſt- 
ly offenſive to dude ; and good men ip the preſent age; and 
or the farure DE be pre gr nmr Ry 
impudence, ungratefidl matice ,- andonfuſed madneſſe,” \Jike. beafts: 
were able to waſte a fair. field: and deſolate: a; well reformed: 
Church ; bue- never to-cultivate or plant any thing Gherini'r - 
The field' of: this vo unagriong Aer ro 1 { labourer 
of true and able hughandmen, was heretofore tull of. coeny 
the valleys and bils did laugh and HYs none and rich were 
in the great increaſes, which the Lordof the barwaſt crowned thi 
labaurs of his faithfull Mioiſters.; before the enemy had! fachs bi-- 
berty' to fow' bis cares, even mt noon: days: yea.in- many places! 
to rout the true [abaurert, to leave many places deſolate; 'and on-! 
r Sex ſcatter rhar ſelſ-pwing corn z which is Tike to that 'whictr: 
ings a1 the houſe tap, whereof the Mower fhall never fill: his band, Pſal. 129, 7 ' 
nor be that'ibindeth up the fheaner his e; Who ſecg' nor; that - 
one bandfall-o4 that crap, ' which: wes formerly wont 20 be rilled 
s&iifull anddiligent hand of true and | able Minifters, was , 
| ighty ſoundneſſe in "knowledge, ard: modeſt fulneſſe in 
humilicyy far 'more worth; — - cartlaads of my 
Wo - 2 urn 


Amos $.11. 
Plal,106,15. 
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The Bleſſings of God upantrut Miniſters; 
tint, and blaſied ears; whoſe pride pretends in'one'night toigrow 
to ſuch eminent gifts of the Spiric, for as exe 
ceed all the parts and ſtudier of Minifterr; when it's evident to all, 
that will but rub them in their hands, that theſe wildoats, and frag 
ty ears, by lifting up their heads ſo high z doe but proclaim their 
emptineſſe and lighmeſſe. | ring Om cuolgn 
And 'twere well,' if they were onely ſach'cockle, fach 

and light gear ; they now grow to ſharp thiſtle , thornes mixed: 
with true weed ; which ſeeks to ſtarve, choak, and pull down to 
the earth, all the hopes and: joy of the true labourers; that rich 
crop of truth, order, piety, charity, and {incerity , which was 
formerly in great plenty , and ftill is, in good meaſure, on the 
ground: Yea-thouſands of Chriſtians, in many places of this 
Nation, doe already grievouſly complain, of the ſed and deſolate 
eſtate, to which they are reduced for want ofable and true Mij- 
niſters, reſiding among them : crying out, that « famine of the 
Word is come upon them; and /earnefſe is entred into their © foules : 
having none to fow the immortal! ſeed of the Word, or to diſpenſe 
the bread of life.to them, but a few ftraglers now and then : of 
whoſe calling and authority to miniſter hos things, no wiſe man 


hath any confidence; and of whoſe inſufficiency every way , all 
men have too much experience , where ever they obtrude them- 
ſelves;. That moſt Chriſtians had rather (yea and better) want 
the Word and Sacraments,. than receive them, 6 Rs Jo nulli- 

| For it is hard- 


fied, by ſuch unwaſhen, and unwarranted hands. 

ly to bebeleeved, that thoſe, who are ſo much enentes tothe jpi- 
rit of Chriſt in true Miniſters (of which there hath been ſo great 
and. good demonſtrations, in gifts, lives, and ſucceſſcs)-ſhouldei 
ther bave , or ' come in the power of the ſame Spirit, which they 
ſo much deſpiſe, and blaſpheme. Sure the / Kin of Chriſt 'is 
net-. divided againſt it ſelf ; but is uniform, and conſtant z nor depen- 
ding on the. various impulſes of mens humours, fancies ,” 
worldly, intereſts , but eftabliſhed and governed by the moſt fare 
#ad, andthoſe holy rules, both for truth and order, therein 
contained: It is little fign of Chrifts Spirit in -men, toi ſow thole' 
ſeeds of errors and divifions which holy men have been alwayes' 
plucking up; or to build again that Babel/, which fo many 
godly Miniſters have palled down. Burt it becomes us Miniſters not 
ſo much to diſpute with theſe men about the: Spirit, -to which . 
they ſo highly pretend; as to continue | to. outdoe .them ' 1 the 
fruits of the Spirit , as our famous and bleſſed forefathers have 
done, and to leave the decifion to the Cunſciences of "true, and 
wiſe Chriſtians, and to the great Searcher of mens hearts» and 


tryer. of mens ſpirits and worker ; who hath. the Spirit. of w_—_ 
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Patience 4 frait of the Spirit in Minifters,” 
ſtraints, injuries, and ruines of 'the godly Miniſters, ſhall tendes 
the honour, propagatin , and more 10us reftaxration of the | Re« 
formed Religion ; which of later times hath wanted; nothing ſo 
much, whereby to ſer forth its primitive luſtre and power, as 
the conftan:y and patience of the Miniſters and Profeffours. of ic in 
the poinc of comecly ſuffering for the Truth. In: which way the 
brighteſt beams of the Spirit of Glory are wont to appear: The 
bate cowardly avoiding ot ſufferings,hath brought greatreproaches 
upon many Miniſters and other Chriſtians ; who ( Prote. like) 
by mean compliances, and palliations, ſuiting themſelves to x 
diſorderly and variating world, have much eclipſed and deformed the 
beaucy and dignicy ot their holy FunQion, and Profeftion, both as 
Minifters, and as Chriſtians. | 

As it is tar harder to ſuffer perſecution, and to bear'the burning 
coales of mens diſpleaſure in our b-ſomes, thanito make long prayers, 
or to preach tott and ſmooth Sermons; and to bandy ſafe af 
putes in the Sun ſhine of Peace, plenty , favour and proſperity? 
to more glory, will then redound to God, and more honourto 
the Retormed Religion, from thoſe ſparkling rayesand effaſions, 
of grace, which ſhall flow from excellent Miniſters, when they are red bit 
in the torge of afflition,and hammered on the Anvile of the worlds 
malice, than ever did from thoſe faint and weaker beams, by which 
they ſhined in the ealie and ordinary formalities of Religion; 
Nor will any thing moreaflure them, andtheuncharitable world, 
that they have the Spirit of Chriſt in them of a Truth , than when 
they ſhall find they have holy and bumble reſolutions, to ſaffer with 
Chriſt, and his Church, rather than toreign with a wicked and irregular 
world ; whoſe Jeſuitick joys will then be falfilled,and crowned with 
garlands, when they ſhall ſee the learning, piety, order, goverti- 
ment, and honour of that Miniſtry, ( which-ſomerime flouriſhed 
to the great regret of all its enemies, \in this reformed Church )' 
utterly proſtrated, vilified, impoveriſhed and expulſed. | 

On the other fide the fſpirituall joyes of true and faithfull Mi- 
__ _ be _—_— by their AD wrecking pr 
ed, and caſt out of their Synagogues; ir 1d, 
{corned, and woundedunjuſtly ; not wnely foe profeiſed 
enemies of the Romiſh party ; but-even from thoſe who were of 
their own bouſebold ;/ who ſeemed to be their familior friends: It is 
happier to have the Jleaft meaſure of Chriſts Spirit py 


| and powerz than to make the greateſt boaſts, arid to enjoy t 


loudeſt vulgar applauſes, which choſe Chenaniahs ſeem to affeftand 

aim at; who dare now to fmite every where the true ts, the 

plain dealing Micaiehs,on the mouth;deſigning to feed al thet 

and faithfull Miniſters with the mera om a fiflion becaule they 
W 


Blaſphemers ag tinft the Spirit pretendto it. "391 
will not comply with, or yeeld to that novel, lying, proud 
and diſorderly ſpiris, with which their hearts 4 an T9 fo - 
filed with malice not onely againſt the Miniftry , ' but againſt 
the proſperity of thisandall other reformed Churches : which 
folly or fury they would have ftyled and efteemed to be in them, 
che ſpecial gifts and inſpirations of the Spirit of God. 

Proud and preſumptuons men doe not conlider, what is moſttrue; 14: 
* That the greatelt baſþbemies againſt Gods Coirit, and his Truth, Falſe preten- 
are oft coloured over with greateſt cftentation of the Spirit z 'as is evi- tions to the 
dently ſhewed both in former and later times 3 Many have a name Spirit. 
to * live by the Spirit, and covet to becalled fpirituall, who are dead © N## erroric 
in their [uſts, and walk after the fleſh. * They ſeem pure in their own Jes 1s 5.4 
ter, and yet are not waſhed from their filthineſſe; Yea there is LEES 
a generation, (O how lotty are their eyes!) yet are their teeth mize ccoperts 
ſwords, and their jaw teeth as kuives; Nothing is more ervell, than Ciriſtaro ad 
ſuperciliows kypocriſte ; * They were forward to crucifie Chriſt, who PugnandisM pr oe 
were ſby off! being defiled by] entring into che JRCeSIOne Hall : m_ _— 
They are moſt zealous to deſtroy the true Miniſters, yea the very Re 
{union and ſucceſhon, who ſeem moſt devoted to be Teachers, * gs " 
Prophets, and Preachers of a new Spirit and form ; Many fem rich * Job. 18.28. 
in gifts and increaſed in Pirituall endowments, . thinking they need 
nothing of Chriſfts crue Miniftry, when they know nor that they 
are poore, and naked, and blind, and miſerable. Thereare ( mn- 
aa mTwWama) ſpirituall wickednefſes uſurpant in the high pla- 
ces of mens foules, as well as ( oajzxg+ pvmneizr) more ſordid 
and fwiniſh ſpirits, that dwell in the lower region of mens luſts; 
It is expreſly Rigmatized on the forcheads of ſome pretenders to the Tude rg. 
Fjirit, (which was the glory of thoſe firſt and pureſt cimes) thac 
they are ſenſuall- net having the Spirit 3 . Vain and proud ignorance 779%: 1.3. c. 
(as we (ee in primitive times). is noronely content to be without 7: 2f*Þe Gre 
the true, wiſe, humble and orderly Spirit. of God, but they muſt (pon "The 
alſo ſtudy to cover their-follies, difaHers, and hypocrites with S/eriewar ſe 6 
the ſtews of it: as if it were not. enough to fin againſt its manj- mcndarres eſſe 
feſt ruler and exanples in the Word; which havealwayes been ob- 41folwam: 
ſerved in the Charch ; unlelle they. impure alſo. to: it,. their fim- Pe felt 
plicities, fondneſſes,, impudencies, filthy dreams, cxeravagancies , dobeifſe 4þe- 
and conſufons; - Counting it no ſhame to aſcribe thoſe unrea- fotos. cop.2. 
i yr wn abſurd motions, ſpeeches tp Taggnas, 0.6 tx — 
.Bije an " Spirit; which any mano ri reaſon ober fanium PrevLy- 
{euſe, or compa ingenuity £1 modeſty, would be aſhamed to bard dts _— 
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Revel, 3.17. 


Epheſ, 6.12, 
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weniſſe verita- 
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Scandalows inconſtancy of Profeſſors. - W 
Our humble prayer is, that theſe new modellers, and preten«" 
ders to the Spirit may earn not to blaſpheme ; not to grieve, reid, 
and doedeſpite to the Spirit of God; which hath been, and till js 
evidently manifeſt in the true Miniſters of this Church ; and our er. 
neſt ſtudy ſhall be, that we may. be truly enCued with ſuch 
graces, and fruits of the Spirit of Chriſt, that we nay both ſpe; 
and doe, and ſuffer, as becomes good Chriſtians, and true Miniſters 
after theexample ot holy men, and of our great Maſter, Biſhp, and 
-Ordainer, Jeſus Chriſt: That {ſo the judicious Charity .of thoſe, 
that excel! in vertue, wiſdome, faith, and humility, may have cauſe 
to ſay the Lord hath ſent w in the power , as well as intheorder and 
otfice of the Miniſtry, to which we were rightly ordained : On the 
other {ide we tear, that the great earthquakes in the Church and 
darknefle over the Reformed Religion, (which may follow the true 
Miniſters being ſer at naught and crucified, by the malice. and 
wantonnefſe of men) may in after times, give too much cauſe 
Mat.z9.54, to thoſe, that now negle& us, or affli&us, to ſay, as the Cen- 
turion did of Chriſt, Doubtleſſe theſe were the meſſengers of the moſt 
bigh God; the true Miniſters of Jeſus Chrilt,and othisGoſpell to 
this Church. 
While we have any 7/berty and leave to Tveas Miniſters, it will 
become us, not tobe lo diicouraged by the ppotens malice of . 
any enemies”, as to defert this holy calling, whereto the Lord 
by a rig/t ordination in this Church hath duly called w; Not-to 
look back to the world having once bor our hands to this plough; 
"to conſider our perſecutors no further than to piry them, and proy 
for them: notwithſtanding all the injuries, and blafphemies, not 
againſt us ſo much,' as againft God; while > gy fear not to aſcribe 
the great and goodeffefts, which the Lord hath vouchſafed to 
work by his Miniſters upon the hearts of thouſands in England , 
Mar,12.24 tO Beelzebut, to the ſpirit) of Antichriſt ; or to any thing rather than 
to own the Spirit of Chriſramong us , which hee hath _ | 
ſhould ever be with his true and faithfull Miniſters, in an holy fuc- 
F308 Pb ceſlion of authority, and power, to the end of the world. 
—_— f Indeed thegreateſt grief to the Sonler of aff $4) Mn ; and 
ay"/ 7 which hath brought the greateſt ſcandall and dehoneftation on 
refeſſors their Miniſtry, (next to ſome of their own grofle failings) is 
this; when the world ſees ſo many of thoſe, who ſeemed 
to be baptized with water, and with the Spirit; fto have. been i1- . 
luminated, and ſanfifed by their teaching z 'to yore eg, the 
haavenly-gift, and the powers of the world to come (that is, of the autho- 
rity and efficacy of the Evangelicall Miniſtry , which was to come - 
after the Leviticall and Aaronicall order) Many who ſeemedto have 
rejoiced for many years, in thoſe burning and Pining hgh bis 
Re ans rcaes 


Church mers coals by ah ney) ten "we Co 
ftiutted; reformed,” wa —g the”, 

world; Fhar (1 ſay) any fs 'theſe * C 
up.the beeb, and or {4 kick ogdiry” che Mii and Miniſtry. like 


whom latel _—_— iples; like Swine. 

thac they thould'. thusi' thor cm®irevile thidſe, what caſt pear! before +45 
them ; returning to the wallowing)inthe-mireund dire of unjufty; 

covetous, ambitious, erroneous, ſeditious,licencious, perjurtous,” 
malicious;\ and facrilegious. —; No more/now'alhamed | of 
their luſts;: then thoſe uncleantbeaſts/are of: rheir f{thineſſe in the 
midſt of che faireſt! Sun+ſbint;day 3; and when they are neeteſtts the- 
moſt pure and Cryſtall firearm Be 3he lighc: which they will'rioe- 
ſee in this their day thiding onithew;'' and-difcovering the' fravuds? 
and evill of theirwayes, 'they) may: after ſee in that to” 
whichtheyart baſlimgyandeo which they ſeem even otGodes' | 
condemned. [ 7.33 


But coi coneludeimy :anfwee'in 
dminifieiall err es dts gue png wh 
calling;'bryond the © dand ſecled- in 
Chriſtians, or any of thoſe, that have! either wiſdowte rodiſcern, 'or '*7 of our Ai- 
power to diſpoſe of —__—_— tothe advancage of this Church ahd miſiy,if, &e. 
State 3 ahar ergy ilar: pwn cant, or or-4n thelrurigh 
conſciences, 1 packing 

- if G00 ego of ok, = 


tereſt, but meerly regardin 
and the honour of the wr ay 


that there is. indeed more'evidence, and Nos of OA Spb Gods 
both in gifts Minifteriall, and in holy facceſles, in choldthen 
ſile themſelves /in(pired* men, i petigil Prophet? ', and new mr 
Freachert's "if they"be- found - ©6 have. more of grelly gy. of, 
ſound wiſdome; in'the myſteries of Chiifty of tmcere'picty, zeal" 
and charity to the glory of 'Godand' mens{oules- good; if they 

are filled with divine RR for pray ing , OY, 

exhibiting} the holy 'Myfteries , Gr edifying.ed ec: Church , 'for for- 
maintaining. thetcach of the ' reformed Religton',” and, oy pore 
of wag eater tyre if xhey | have' tre 7! Cor-* 
ſtancy, induſtry, and conſcience to. carry' on the HH Wy] 

ſeuler; it they have more authority, trom the word of G x" 
from the Apoſtles praftiſe, from the Cacholick precedents of the 
Church of Chriſt, in all ages and places; by which to clear their 
eal;ro the work of the Miniſtry , beyond what is produced for 
the ancient, and ordained Miniſtry 0 this Church'; . Truly we do 
not deſire to be further injurious or hinkeeaeds to any mens 
ſoules ; God forbid the Minifters of the Church of _E ts 


E ee 


as hit 
ey any ear rond yet 
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Reſignation of our Miniitry, if e465” - | 
be ſo much lovers or: yaluers of themſelyes, or envions to/ other. 
mens excellencies, or enemies to your. and the Churches 
fare, as not to be willing tobe laid afide , that theſe new 
more immediate and greater ſufficiencies, higher inſpirations, | 
ner «uthority, may doe that work, to which weare found unſuf- 
ficient,defe&tive and unworthy. S. : I 
But it theſe ;protenders to more fſpirituall prophecying; 
preaching and living , be by wiſe and godly men ( who low 
not to mock God, or _y with matters of ſalvation and eter- 
nity, (which. is. the :cnd . of Religion.) - weighed in the ballance 
of the ſandluary; of the divine inſtitution; of Chrifſts miſ- 
on ; of the Apoſtles ſutceſlion;; of the primicive cuſtome ; and 
of the Catholick order in all ages and Churches z If the 
af right reaſon, of good order, : palicy and government be duely 
conlidered, which require diſtin&tion in ſocieties, ſacred and 


civill, and avoid confufion (moſt)in the things of God; if the 
judgement of the moſt learned, uſefull, holy men-in all 


ages be. pondered ; if theſe new meny Spirits and gifts be thoough! 
tryed by the tacbſtone of Gods Word 3 if their fecular aims and 
warpings to the werld be narrowly looked into;if the deformitie of 
their words and works be tonfidered; if their fimple or ſcandalous 
ar yo Qs duly examined; if the ſuccefſes of their endeavours, 
and hitherto in many places, be CITES 


\y 


are evidently proved to be. very fad; and bad :- lizt 
either truth or peace;holinefle or comfort —__ 4-2 ſouls, nor 
any proſperity and adyancement to this Church, or any Chriftian 
retormed Religionz)if they be found in ignorance and weaknefle, or 
in fatiouſheſſe and inſolencies, or in pride and avarice,or in erro- 
© and licentiou ſo: farre too light, that they-are not 
fo much, as the duft of the C ed to ithe ireall 'excel- 
legcics of thoſe trye Miniſters of thi » which havebeen, and 
are, and may be in this Chutch, (if men be not all-given over 
to lufts and ſtrong delufions) God forbid any excellent Chriſtians 
ſhould be tempted by fear, or flattery , or any fallacy of: novelty , 
gain or li Ws to defire or iendeavour., or approve:a change 
which will be ſo ſhamefully and deſperately pernicious both to 
themſelves, and. to their paſtericy. Nba 
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ps the jurors nerdy Karin of ſome _ Gevill 
ciall ifs and Inſpirations of GodsS pirie. SECAT 


proved, throu 
eery that 3 in 


i 
roi, AS! the: divels vainſ 
Chriſt; het Pie the with thee? Great-calumnies'an@ con- Math,8.29: 
zempts are raiſed by theſe men, and their Diſciples againſtall 1i- 
berall Arts and Sciences, all skill in the congues rand hiftoriesz 
apainſt all Books but the Bible, ( and-ſome of them can' hardly 
diſpenſe with that too, fince they take all books tobe of the ſanie - 
nature with thoſe the gt, 4 Bookg which were burnt; A®.” 19. 19!) 
the Scbooles of the Prophets, and all Viverſtties,: as heathen- - 
Antichriftian , marks of the Beaſt; as deformities, darknings, _ 
and impertinencies, where we have Scripture light; Alſo prej 
cla{l to that more hmmediate' divine So or | Inſtiturion wo 


which they p retend, and by ;which they: ſay, they learn, and 

teach all ue # Tn; which th tell we fo ſafficiently firr- 

niſhed, and fortihed, as the-new Jerx;aſem, with its own walls, Reyel, 2x; 

made of pretivus ſows, (the-impregaadle firen ſtrength" of truth , and the 

ſplendour. of the e qpringifd that it ncedsnone of theſe mudwallsand 

bulwarks of. men bave; caſt up; Beautified uouge 

with its own native inmwcency and glory, it deſires ich (rey ay) 

ray, and: alditionall tatters of. humane: learning; which 

hath fo toſſed and torn Religion: with infinite , 

puter , rhat the ſolidneſle and: trim ot true Lo "7 na 

quite loſt, and confounded. Chriſt -is' almoſt amoſt oppreſſed br iS ws 

erouds, andthron) of ſuch azaretalted- Rabbicsarid learn 

who well ſpare heir: pals inthe of Chriſtywhere TG!.c4.0; 

theLo hath promiſed that all ſhallbe of Gods that his Spirir lob.£4.26. 

ſtall reach them qll things, and lead them inteall truth .. loh.16, 43; 

Anſw. | fee the DAY wrinbrer mate knave »: that "when h& Anſw.x. 
would-ſeemro: turn: "How: willing is: beito. bave' all: mencas oxi ul 
, weak; ati ; as theſe ObjeHetzare, that fo-nione 

wy his ,: ind gins, of which! theſe Ignars'+ are to nh fucrÞ 
ſetters; fain' would he have. all Griftians, > mdAt: hy 

77 too; ſach * filly birds #ithout beart3)'that thiey mighe"eafily "be ;;, © | 


md an aa nh Ph one-2a8 with a * Hoſ.y.11; 
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296 of humane ltarnings" ” 


ol wes 7, "to" dies which he intends againſt the 
wg ks _ 0 i Togges the windbws ſhuc'up'; and' the light 
my wap A fhuc out; Theſe are the Fauxes with dark laneborns, 0. blow 
ua, ms Nd up all; and the Fudaſſer, who are guides to-them ,. that Te to 
_—_ ET 998 Chrif, with. fwords and ſtaves;' O how: fain » would, ome 
' — men v that the Sun; were ſer; that their me Giga; 

Pei Ps that 'the light of the :bouſe: were aca 3't "their 
cy avg ſparkes might appear, which they have kindled.to themſelves, in{their 
wraniia reme= ſhining corners, and upan their private bearths. _ a - 5 » 
dium et, Sacesb, Truly this calumny againſt good learning, ry pr r= 

prized me and my: brethren the Mintſterref this Church, as the'ac- 
| | ſation of -Fimbrie'did queſtion Sceavola3' 'who event 3 7 

Nuerentios the other, for nor receiving that poynurd deeper into eſt, 

qt "-_ ns. ry hes ſtabbed him, and intended to have difpatcbedbim ; 
am vKInerate W. i= FFF 
of taccuſars- The learned;-andgodly Minifters in England'; mea ogy =_ 
71s, Te/ponits would be laid to their charge, as a fault, the want Eon : 
Cece om been a ful ſhone, and-a juſt teproath-to them: As theenjoymen 
pore frrrum non 222.5 , | | & advantage ' both to themandrothe 
receperat, Tul, Of it was agreat hononr'an 5 | Chiriffians, 
orar, pro Sex. Reformed' Religion; They little ſuſpeRed, -that —_ —_— 
Roſ. Apolos ſhould be fo to excuſe his eloquent and potent mera 
Kero deficten- thous ; or S. Paul his ſober. and ſantified learning, in W —- of 
Rn xcelled, worthy. of that famous. City. and Univerſity arſug p 
laudem tpſam EX A » y bef, | and: pleaded it'as a privis 
in vituperivm Which he had the honour +to ree bj þ me dads 
vertit invidia, ledge, Afi. 21. 39- Which learn made im - RS 
Tul. were who ſuſpetted, and accuſedhim, that Ro earring —_— 
4 2924 ® him mad. And-if humane learning'be-ſuch ol#'clouty a 'r 
-— or f moſt ly element pretendy_ ( and. wee 
AR.26 2 Tagſ, as theſe men 0 mo begger a 7 chaſe. ſo-ſc 
64 $ confeſle it is: fo, compared: to, anddeſticute of, "4 Meer, 
Truths, which are divinnly monte yet Oy - Mi 
ler. 38, 11, Of them if it be but: to Ip'the Jeremier, '(t : pro canary" 7 
0  nhiflers of the Lond), our of ripe ner rye eg 
ways their enervies ern "I ever to be lodged, bot | 
di&y, and ſhamefully,andobſcurely.) or m4 
| Nothing (Oyou- excellent Chriſtians): is ag wy 2 
this Eun, os mayend ug ann Fragen 10 youthe mm _y 
, oi good lcarning:ofthe and blefling whereof ine> fo gait 
Miga59 737 bye your ſelves are ſo.much partakers, and whereof YOu: ATE > Wh 
Po eerzrs efttemers; and-excours err; And nothing ſhews good-learing : 
im. nay w the @wrek and true Rabgjen, Hack. ps Ohciftian |and.re- 
, mlb move Be < - and , l | 
pea er x tormed,that this; That the Dive{by In ac wag argc 
21 1850 8, Often hath, and' Rill/fedks to bi 9 ger ak \ —_ = or 
7 N22 25 defenſe, which be bath uſcd-wit grear ſtrength, an 4 fog 
He n5Y in bis chieſeſt arms p both: 6ffentive' againſt the trachs | -— . wot 
4.unTyyp. anddefenſive for his-own moſt damnabledotrinesand Wes 
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What hevick, would he ſoon make of ſound doftrine, as in'for- ary ty the 
mer ages he endevoured,. by thoſe learned, and ſubtill Sophifters,his Jererier of = 
inftruments, and emifſaries on every fide, if there were none on ,,.,\;.;- 
the Truths ſide able to encounter him, and his: agitetors in that poſt yquſtin was too 
of learning! No wonder if the Woolf would: have the: Flack; with- full of bis Lo- 
out. Maſtiver, or theſe. without teeth : it were much for bis, lirele pick and Sy1- 
for the flocks eaſe and advantage. Although! the Divel ( awold ac+ nd "oy 
«ſer ) muſt needs be a curing Orator too, | and be - furniſhed with anfyer bis 
all rhe ſraffve arts of infinuation, which he: firs to. the ſererall geni= reaſons. 
uſes of men andtimes;, yet he never till of late in Germany, and-now 1n the Emper- 
in Eng/and had confidence;to make; uſe of this. place of Oratory, vonreF 
to perſwade Chriſtians: ro. kurnall other:Bookes,, that. they' might EH: 
better ſtudy and underſtand the Bible ; yeaand the Bible too, 
that they might better underſtand the minde of God: Which is all _. 
one, as if the 1fraelites. ſhould have beene: per{waded to have rid 
themſelves of the cumber of their ſwords, :ſpears, and ſhields, that ſo 
they: might better defend jthennelyes3] or-thar they. ſhould have - 
neither file nor grindſtone- to- ſharpen the naturall bluntnefſe , or 1 Saw. 13; 
ccar the r4ſtineſſe. of their weapons z- while: yet the Philiſtons were 
all wellarmed , and. dayly. preparing to-batte!1; Againſt whom there 
was no ſuch warrant oof a ſpeciall divine protettion, as to make 
the pcople of God preſume z; to neglect the uſe. of thoſe armes 
which art had prepared, and uſe had taught, how to imply. We 
{ce that fonathens heroick motion; carries him not upon that 
ſucceſſefull and great adventure, without bis ſword andarmaur-bearer, * $31-14.13; 
Nor did Davids confidence in Gods proteftion, of which he bad 
former experiences, when he was withougany arms, againſt the | 
Lion and Bears.; nor yet-the affurance he had, of the goodneſſe of 1 Sam. r7, - 
his cauſe; or of the. pride and  profaneneſſe of his eneuy; 
none. of theſe made him\negle& to take, 2nd- uſe ſuch armes., a8 , : 
he chought moſt convenient, The blinde and the- lame. ( men of > Sb ; 
feeble and confuſed. ſpirits z unkearnedand unſtable minds) which = © 
ere bated of Davids:ſoule 5 are- ib afliſtants in, Davids wars, againſt 
the Jebuſnes;.,who indy; ito defendagein bimy orto {urpriſe from 
him the City of fats pane arg, wap, em of God; which is ue 
Metropolis where grace and truth doe dwell. [ Fe 
I is certain, that next to' the primitive. gilts: of miracles, the ps 
gifts of humane learning have ſtood the Church of Chriſt in 1227 beau ers 
fiead.,. For ever tince the Apoſiles and Minifters of Chriſt ,, aſ- 9 
liſled wich extraordinary -endownrents of the Spiziz,; bad by the 4G: 
foolifbneſſe of preaching, - (as by Davids improbable weapons - againſt extragriiarh 
Ouighs corpleat armature ) vanquiſhed that old IdoJatrous power |; * 
* Nec mireculgilla in moftr tempora dw are permiſſa ſunt 3 ne aninnes ſemper viſibilis quareret, & ao-- 
'um conſurtudine þ) ig; ſeerer. quorum _— flagravit. Auſt. de ver; Rel..c. 35. Ye Ao 
0-03 _ 
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of beatheniſme; which prevailed in the 'worldy' and was 
upbeld by ſhews of » eloquence, and ('in that way /) 
philoſophy ; The Church of Chriſt hath, ever fince the 
thoſe Miraculows giftr, (which attended onely the -firft conqueſts) 
made uſe of that very ſword of that proſtrated 'Gyant; \ | 
learning ; both to diſpatch him, and to -it ſeVf; finding = 
both in humaneand divine encounters, there is none Gke to that, 
. It managed by aproportionate arm and ſtrength. 
—omerdry a For, hereby the mind, andall intellefiuall taculties of mens ſouls 
um lit erzrs (Which are the nobleſt and divineſt) are more eaſily and fully iy 
rationty ieligia ſiruted 5 more ſ ily improved in all the riches of wifdomeand 
litcrath'«, & knowledge; which are part of the glory, and DInage of God ons mang 
(£/1g19t £'an4. nature. By this, which we call good learning, all Truths, both 
> ore ;.. humane anddivine,naturall,politick,morall and Theotogicall;uſe- 
ft d-flanus, Tull either for ſpeculation, or praftiſe, are moreclearly extriceted, -and 
co mg ad unfolded outof the depths,darkneſſe,and ambiguity of words (which 
Drum app/9pin- are but the ſhadows of things) by the * skill in Languages; which are 
1a. 50. the ſcabbardsand ſhels,wherein wiſdome is ſhat up. The inſcription 
net. On Chriſtscroſſe is in RO & Latin, Luk23. 
«pen Toth, 3$. Intimating as the divulging of the Goſpel to many tongues and 
=*%ia uw Nations;ſo that the myſtcrie of Chriſt crucified is not to be fully 
Tr Es 2nd exquilitely underſtood, without the keys of theſe three learned 
Megze, Phal EP. and principall languages; with which the Church hath flouriſhed, 
Certainly it is not calie for unlearned men to conſider how great 
uſe there is even of Grammar, which is thefirſt and rougheſt file 
that geod learning applyes to-poliſh the minde with all; for 
much of the true ſeuſe even of the holy Scriptures, as well as of 6- 
ther Records, depends upon the true writing or Orthography, 
the exa&t derivation or etymology, and the vow Syntaxis or 
conjoining, of words: yea that Critical part of literature, which 
is the fineſt file or ſearſe of Truth (wherein ſome mens wit and 
curiolity onely vapour, and ſoar high , like birds of large fea- 
thers, and ſmall bodies) yet itisof excellent uſe, when by men 
of ſober learning it is applyed to the ſervice of religion. Ma- 
ny times much Divinity ids on ſmall particles , y under- 
ſtood, upon onelerter ; upon ſucha mood, or tenſe, or aſe, 
andthe like; many errors areengendred and nouriſhed by falſe tran- 
* hems lations, and miſtakes of words or letters; many truths are re- 
TYMR'* flored and eſtabliſhed, by thetrue meaning of che, 


Prufiws. 6 | aſſerted up- 
Henſius, on good grounds, and juſt. obſervations; which hath' been done 


Grotiws, with great accurateneſſe,by * men of incom le excellency in 
Fur Dies, moſt part» beyond the exattneſſe of the ancient Fathers or wri- 
2nd others. &rs- Herein infinite obſervations 'of humane writers are happily 
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le, and aſcfully applyed,. as to. the propriety of words and 
ned uſed in he fenrad antoinat eg ord of God, fo ag 
theredy to attain . their genuine and emphatick ſenſe: alſo for the 
cleiring of many paſſages and alluſions which are in the Scrip- 
tures: referring to th naturall and biftoricall, in the man= : 
ners, and cuſtomes of the nations. This once done, all Truths; -ogics diſpo- 
are by the methods and reaſoning of Logick eafily difintangled, Rat hgic Cas 
and irly vindicated from .the ſnarlings 5 ſophiſms , and fallacies, rent materias 
with which error, ignorance or calumniating malice ſeek to ob- lacerantyut ca 
ſcure or diſguiſe them, or itherein to wrap up and cover them- !u/: panes : 
ſelugs 3 darkening wiſdome by words without unierſtanding. After this Of 118 L 
they are by the ſame art handſomely diftributed, and methodically ay" Roe 
wand up in ſeverall clews and bottomes according to thoſe.ue> ui, 55 pn u- 
riew Truths which that excellent art hath ſpun out 3; That thus mmai>u 
pony may again be brought forth unfolded andipreſented to © my o241- 

in that order and beauty of eloquence which * Rhetorick teach- _— _ 

«: By which truths have bothan edge and luſtre ſet on them, Do ** 
doe moſt adorn them, and enforce to the quicke# prevalencies on * Rhetorick 
mens mindes, and the firmeſt impreſſions on their paſſions and af- communicaes 
{eions; that ſo their rationall vigour may hold out to mens *2 **b<15- 
Htions; and extend to the ethicks. or morality of ciyill conver- ae: dg ot 
lation, which is the politure of mens hearts and hands; The ſoft- ey ratbaet 
ner and ſweetner of violent $,.and rougher manners, to Naxy or, 24s 
the candor and equity of polity and ſociety ; This civility was, ' 
and is the preface and forerunner of Religion, the great p 
tie tq piety , the confines of Chriſtianity, which never thrives 
untill barbarity be rooted up, and fome learning with. moralicy 
be ſown and planted. among: men. . Nor did Chriſtian Religion: 
ever extend its pavilion-mach further, than the tents ofLearg+- 
ing and Civility had: been pitched by the conqueſts and colonies: - 
of the Greeks and Romeng. | EFT 

Thus by this golden circle, .and cryſtall medium of true learning,the 
ſhort, dim, and weaker fight of our reſon-» (whoſe very lighe-ig Marnth.s: 23.. 
Wn yn ney ne py md wy do ym 

y its groller lults i " may (asDy £ p' Or = 
ſellive or optick, glaſſes _ migheily firengthened and pions; ar 
while it ſees, as with the united wgor of the mary thouſend viſuall Bery Ado te: 
fayes and eyes of thoſe, who ſaw before us, That ſo thoſe few | aphteeny "> . 
enjeures, thoſe dark and ambiguous experiencier, which any mans mui 1/8113 2x- 
ſhort fight and: fingle life can. afford him z may be-ampliated\, anuconry 
cleared, and confirmed by choſe many teſtimonies aud hiſtorical] 41 ls. fl 
monuments, which. others: have left in- their learned writings: 73 59% 7; 
which draw as ic were, the leffer rivulets of werious obſeruations, ane 


tom ſcyerall times >, pens and places, to miect in_one great we Y82A03/a, Id, 
| | noble | 
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Roble current of true Religion, which Ihe witch obſerver and 
devoureft admirer of 'what true learni' noſt fets forth e 
providence, juſtice, power, goodneſſe, patience, and'mercy gry 
wiſe, great, and holy God : the Creator, ruler;arid preſerve of all 
things, but chiefly the regarder of the ſons of men, , 
Gcd hath thereforebleſt his Church with good learning, * that 
thoſe fmal! ſiccks , and portions of wiſdome,* which' any mans 
private patrimony affords him, either by tnnateparts, or acquired 
experiments, (which, for the moſt part, would amount to no 
more, than the furniſhing of a portable pedlers pack, with ſmall' 
: wares, toyes, and bers; fir to pleaſe children, ideots, and 
He mar:us countrey people ) may be improved by'a joint eek, and unfted 
fuſs an commerce of prudent obſervations;” that' ſo' men might drive a 
farcitur alieno s l Son NS EN, 
invents cito ar= Brat and publique trade of wiſdome , to the mifinite inriching, 
re-watur de pro- and adorning both of Church and State, both of Paliry and 
Pie. Caſſiod, Religion : Theſe two being the great luminaries and excelleicies 6f 
humane | Nature; the one ro rule thef day wherein wee, fland' 
related to, God, in piety; the other to rule- the night, "where+ 
in we are rejated to each fother, by humanity, equity : 
charity, and bonds of civil ſociety. Which innate vertves and 
properties of mans nature ( Reaſon, and Religion) once neglefted, 
and untiPd, for want of that culture, which good learn 
Barbariryſuc* that fof ening , which ingenaous education brings to the'mind 
ceedsthe want and manners of men; who ſcesnot , by miſerable experience, 
Sant 4's ** how menkinde runs out to weeds? whole nations degenerate 
— es es: to bratifh bartbariry * as among the Tartars, Negroes , and In 
thans? PATREY? 3 On 
'/ Yea even among people,' where ſome are civilized by literature, 
and the profeſſion ot Chriſtian religion, we finde, by daily ex- 
perience, that the unleared fort are RE tO very ins 
Stolide ferecti, dycibles or elſethey arc rough, impoliſhed and infolent , prone to 
Lac, a ruſtick, impudence, and clowniſh untratableneſſe; el! lt when 
| they imagine they have (ordare arrogate to themſelves) a power 
and liberty of ſpeaking, and doing what they liſt; Nothing is 
ſacred, nothing is civill among thoſe, that -catry all by ignorant 
Scientia ron he confidence and brutiſh ſtrength ; we ſee in thoſe of the Amiminiſteri:l 
bet mmicum faftion, «hat by want of learning ('whereof they are generally 
peter ignorars. guilty) men onely learn this Indian or Turkiſh qualicy, to hate , 
—_=— 1 TIEN ſeek — all good learning, which is os 
. elſe, but the husbandry and great improvement of the redſonat! 
| ſaute” in it felf Goa and 6 othiergt "Therefore vs aro a of 
z Tin. 3.8, © theſe onde » ts like the' magick 'canning of Farmer and 
my Fambrer; ebiefly vented, and exerciſed, by a moſt impotent pride , 
and malice, in deſpiſing, and refiſting thoſe Moſeſſer, dherepe it. 
| Li 7 Das F nifters 
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atffers of the Church':! the” plirters, $7 

and; ed mach of expe \ 
2 co mikeafilbucd! ingetittvtis | of other mens more accu- 

peat ſolid labouts, who”are' te (pas ont] EL of the 


been.ig alf 
apes and places / s che: | 
Mick may affiray” 
excellent oor hangs md of 0 ions; who 
pay # honour of their birth, and perl: PT ape bree- 
ding > this moſt eminent croywne and beaury © Gar 


mg. 
ft is « worth then fie for Lncifer, '(fo'to FROeFR his ven 
his deods) to pretend light, an lrg th & 599 he Tec do 
rit, which is cafily'done that he ma I 
 hardlycr attained, than the other is CY ws 4Mie ag Oe pe 
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by the bely of pri with!which the world is now rather fur. 
feited than KI ers Aeon forth eo their beanty, by an happy 
regeneration, ſo many of the x ». both Chriſtian 
heathen; (which were formerly wilexr ue in bes 1-5 way - 
uſelefe retirements , as in their graves; eaten with worms and 
covered with duſt.) So that no Sanhedrin of the "pry no Senate. 
at Athens, or Reme; no Synod, . or .Councell of 'Chriftians 
were ever ſo, at once, compleated and furniſhed with excellent men 
in all kinds, as our Chriſtian Libraries now every where are ; 
Jn which m_ ace attending on Chriſtian Religion ( which is 
Pla, 45, 23- as the Kings daughter, all glorious within ) choſe virgins, which bee. 
not ber fe re; o much, as her handmaids: who clothe ber with 
garments,, wrought with needle-work in divers colours 3 embroy- 
dered with the ſublmity and gravity of Plato; wich the method and 
. aeuteneſſe of Ariſtotle z with the morals and ſuavity of Senece and 
| debtugrs b * Platarch (who alone is a Library; ), with theeloquence andora- 
| _ were tory. of Demeſihenes, Tully, and am; with the florid lan» 
| loſt,he alone guage, and ſober ſenſe of Xenephon, Ceſar, Livy , Tacitas, and 0- 
might ſupply. ther excellent hiftortans; with the . various obſervations of the 
Vivet vero | moſt learned Varro ( whoſe life was ſpared in. civill ap 
d-(iifſims his incomparable legring: ) ſo of Pliny, Ptolemy, and other 
©" | into all extlobtes ot Nature and Art : Rebdes oy the 
Ex0d.37:7: godts hair, badyer ckins to0, are thade to ſerve | 
ncigs il, and other Poets 3- (who are 
Of Virgil it is- L} ancy ,n are uſefull ;, which; way 
ſaidgif all >- of expreſhog truth md eciſgion' in patherick and poetick wayes 
chey might it of deyotion the Spirit of God abhorreth not, as we ſee in ſhows 
found in him, htoly Poets who were writers of ſome part of the Scripture , .a* 
in Jeb, 2! gre Camticles ,. Lamentations and other places: w 
SH poetry, truth and © I's Dixdialey; eo-Heng ons 
(in meeters and Acroft ) meet together : \ T 
us, That Gd, who, is full of infinice varieties, and yet vat. one 


cnet hex" and return. t0 bims 
; - —_ vs fhrough-any ur So and ada wok ; ww. 
ſparſe, ſtill, extrafts ſomewhat 


experience, or hiſtory 

rom theſe well fered quivers of bumane nh 
Chriſtian ar F hath fo erniſked her ſelf 
ſharp arrowes 


ſhoors againſt the face of any adverſaries Few. 5. 


ther in. ages, Arts, or Scienceſy, In Logick, or re. b 
of £ 
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Divels deviſes agaiaff Leaning and Religion. £63 
fiory, Anciquity 3-in Philoſophy, txtturall, morall, or policicall; 
Ia all which, by much convering with, contemphation- of, 
thaſe ancient ed pizces, the Church of Chriſt hach, (as Jacobs Gen 30. 34, 
did by looking upon the variegated rods ) brought forth an- 
twerable parallels of incomparable learning, in all kinds ; So that 
Pharaobs daughter, matcht thus to Solwnon, (thelcarning ofthe bea+ Plal.45, to, 
thens joined to iqn Religion) may | very well forget her fa- 
thers bouſe ; int ſtead of which (fince the aq od gre rm or 
lighted in her beauty) (be hath brought torth children, which 
ſhee may make Princes in all the Provinces of good-learning; 
which are become tributary to Chriſt, -and; ſabje&tto his King-/ Plal.45.6, 
dome of righteouſheſſe and Scepter of truth, -- - - // | 
But O how different, meny faced and crofſe grained are the Devils en- 4- 
gines, mithods and temptations / His firſt was to perſwade by the Devils devi/ 
{peciouſneſle of jncreaſed and; diviner wiſdome, * to ear of rhat for- againſt Reli- 
bidden fruit which the. tree of hpowledge of good and evill did bear ; gion and 
This wasa pleaſant baic, but perniciow ; 2 golden, bat poiſonous: Learning. 
and deadly arrow; Now. the" dulſer devill. our of his almoſt ex- * Gen.g5, + 
bauſted quiver, produceth - this iron headed, blunt,” and rufty 
lhaft ; oppring Chriſtians to abandon all gud literature , and bu- 
mane means of attaining knowledge both, Divine'and humane': 
And lince. he ſped; fo well. by this firſt rempration- of provwd"en- 
riofity, to:be-likg. ts Gods, in; eating what: was forbidden 5 he-de- 
ires not £0 make us now lhe beaſts 3 by perſwading us to* ab- 
in from that tree of. , which the. owes us;-and 
which his providence hath. cauſed to flouriſh in the garden 'ofhis 
Church; and which doth not onely bear: fair and*excellent; 
truics,. which he one 
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Satdy #4 _ wy hari. 


mition of learning: w nt oem a 
minds for the ſeed of GeGoſpll N—_ he bard rhe 
gion, which affords the beſt fruites of wiſdomand NY 
to the fouls of men. 
There is no doubt but Satan hath found hinifdfe, :for 
laſt hundred. and fiity yeares, (fince the happy reftauration | ro 
ing firſt, and then of | Ret gion) much chained, - hay 
| galled by thoſe exce}lent os of all fortsof good learning > ich 
| | are as the ſtringto the bow, and as feathers eo the' arrowet of 
: | Tewh wherewith God hath mightily fenced and adorned His 
Church, as he did in the 3, 4, 5, and 6'Centuries,afttr that mity« 
cklous gifts were quite ceaſed, or muckrabared; in which times 
the Lord ſtirred up mighty men of incomparable learning, to fight 
the battailes of the Lord, of his Truth;and of his ft 
heathentſþ and heretical adverſaries. Drive away gr lening oor our 
of any Church and Nation " farving 
| | inſolexcy, bantſhi z thedevill (rio ov are, ng: or by ae 
| | at bis eaſe.and erty as among Indizns in barbarous: my 
| or Turks in ridiculous Mahometry z or among the | 
Papiſts in ſapleſle ſuperſtitionsz-or among the wild __ 
on. of Enthyflaſts' in their various 'fancies and /moſt i 
dreams; all which groſſely/ ere, andeover to me orhers 
Ignorance even int. the taatters of right Reaſon' as' eli Rel 
Hel.4.6, Go ace deſtroyed. "0p? "want ey or Few Apvwledge 3 whic 
| Carce attai 
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Kicron: #d""" now there ate-Fuch oo bror node ichare ready* to cuffo 
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' Daryets of learning tyomiests that Religion, - 405 
_ _ workes are dark ,*and boch mindes/and mannersare © 
The deſpiſers 0 leaming are *not onely [pitefull enemies to the | OR 
Chriſtian reformed Religion '({ whoſe perfe idaineth not to Defpiſers of 
uſe thoſe good gifts, which come from the,* Farber of lightr, (any learning ere 
more than a graciow ſoul doth irs eyes, and other” ferites: of the exermiesto 
body :) but they are alſo filly abuſers and depraders even' of by- reaſon. 
nag s- —_ drvine excellegcie, = 2 no _ above the 
& of brutiſh Fupidity, © Bedlam niadnefſe, or divelliſh envy, ever Fws 
o to deprave, or deprefſe : No doube. ſuch = Coweng OED 
their own uncomely want of tailts, would be pld, if they could g.. 48. 
bring it in faſhidn,” for aſl beaſts ' to have” Hone* and perfwade Mer. .c.1. 
them to cutoff, (as burthens, and deformities) thofe poſtern arng- 2oer e | 
news and helms -of the body, wherewirh natare hath furniſhed Yung biaru's 
the nobler, comelyer, and ffronger creactires : ” But this mutila- Fwgrs jo" 
ting of reaſon and deforming of Religion #''by parting out the £,, ©: 
eyes, and cropping offthe ears of Chriſtians, 'and log HUG 
it {elf into the ſtocks or pillory, isa'grerer undertaking (think - 
and hope ) than ever ſach feeble; though nimble animals, with all 
their 4piſÞ. tricks,” and mimicall grimaſſes, will be able co per- 
. ſwade,enher all, or any beaſts of che Foreſts , (unlefſe it be the fi 
eſes) v0 gratifie then withatl, nah ns 
The Lord of all the world, the' munificent donor of all blefſings ,-- 
who gives bberally without ervy or reproach ,, lath withheld ws god thin _ mw 
from his Chucctrand people; and nor only allows, bur requires if þrota 4m 
Chriſtians, devonrly to confſecrate all to his glory; fo asthankful- 7, a5 o 
ly to adorn, even+his Fabernacte,' and Temple, with thoſe ſoilet ,,cm/ro hes 
ad trier, which -we have ralen from che Egyptient, and nals 266k ch 
ons round-aboar"us :' as Moſer,. Ditutd, and Salmon didy alt three A/Fpoete _ 
eminent for karhing/ and' piety ** The learning of the beathen is now No reſun qu© | 
become a circumciſed Proſelyte to the Chtiſtian Religion; from a ow 2 $5 
' captive alien, it is with ſhaved hair, and pared nailcs , ( the pomp areliar 4 Dev 
and peeviſhneffe of it being hid aſide} admitred with Hegar into yindicards oft 
the holy family of theChaurchz a3 a 'pregnantbandmai to wait” onint veins, 
on Religions; ; /ui6t "45 2504 to becoarted; "aid"eftremed Amb.de Bon. 
equall wich-Serwb..; The feveratl parts of good Texrying," then. 
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Arts, and Sciences ape; as choſe * vellimione about Solomons bed, vigf* j1,0,hr u5 ont 


lant guards and porene defenders of trac Chriſtian Religion, © © * vn, o ome- 
ot: 90: od. 1004 16s 16, 644-1410 Ws ny #-+ 4 monte verbes 
ny oriul od Taw. Sho @ gyptiir enuſti & diviver quanuis ſumus,ramen 
; clchrenge, uſt:Deayd as: 1 © 47. . | 80 Nx. orat- 19, Bal, bow. 
14. Ut roſas, coll, on » {pins evitanuny ere. FT; ant; penaur: » & tinfleres | 
Of. *" Quiffnir bonu veruſqueeſt Chriſffianus, Domini ſui eſſe intelligat ubicurg 3 ve- 
riiaem, Anſt, do. Chriſt. l, 
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The excelent uſe of learned men inthe Charch, 


Di-nyſus dul;> However it be true, That the wiſdome of the world is folly;and 


rants a legat all learning is barbarity, loſſe, anddung pai or to, and ſepa» 


,.. rated frgm the excellency of the knowledge of our Lord Jeſw Chriſt 3 yer 
_— ding hladgs, bur chat Chriſtian Miniſters may now (, Clif 
cn21,qui ad ſometime did) ride upon. this Aﬀes cult. to eh ; Nothing: is 
mann de. more comely than to ſee the  wileft, men offer their gold and fran+ 
rintlegars #f  Kjacenſeand myrrh to Chriſt in his infancy : Mat,3.Weknow,that} 
mn as an humble unbeleccever LY becounted either ignorant, 
tare oy mag;s OT unlearned, if he be caught in all ſaving neceſſary truths 3 - and 
abominari pſ-> * ſo, no wan, never ſo much improved in ſecular knowledge, 
fit. Euſcb. bi, - ryerics the name of learned, if he be ignorant of theminde of. Gid 
Ecc.l.7..6 jn the myſteries of Jeſus Chriſt; yet, judicious beleeverr, can never 
pebie uferake be unthankfall deſpiſers of thoſe gifts of * good Es in 
Tſanci oft. $4 their Teachers, and Miniſters, by whom have received thar 
entia onnis benefit of inſtrution in true Religion ; which, .by their owne 
derate > privy Gwtey. _ pony ' - wk ſs PR cat 
20's an. attained: Althou e Mine cripture de rich ; yet unlearned 
rd bs men (as the moſt part of Chriſtians are, in point of humane li- 
mis logiacitis; terature) cannot ſearch it; nor work itz nor try, and refine it; | 
Logics proſun- unleſle we: have the y 4 _ , 9s. Ins en eos. h 
aum jugrum 3 ments, and velicis, and $Kill, r ſorich a olys yet 
Hiſtoria yy; Fl. and p, Toad a work; wherein it is much calier CORN and 
faceriores ſ2%” * unſlable mindes to fall into dark pits, and downable errors 3; than 
que phileſe= of themſclves, to attain and bring forth thoſe ſaving truths , 
phia, dox4n2e* which onely can inrich the ſoul. Although the gifts ofhumane 
gia ſpecioſa & earning be not perſonally given to every Chriſtian, yet.they are 
nego12oſa ign*- (7, far tbe for all, pay are given to. ſerve for. the benefit 
vs. | | of all; as crery one In the Bok, niones the Mafia 
tur ſcienie ſe» paſtorall gifts and abilities, which are, in. che; Shephtard; | and 
calares 1anquam every member ot the body that light, which is in the eye for the 
——_—_— uſe of all. Ld 


ftrufiura cha- | ; 

ritatis aſſurgat, que meſgcat in e!1erauwm. Auſt, Ep.itrg, *2Pect,g. 

zv6i tug ir bois uo, ClAL ' Ik ata. 2: MEI. 
6. There needs not much learning -to:;makea-man-in love with 

Learned de- it, and covetous of more ;. Ic is yp litcle, or 

fenders of none at all, where any man deſpiſeth, or decryeth ic in others. 

Chriſtian Re- It never indeed, received oppoſition, but cicher by-/the- Gathick 

lizionneceſſa- barbarity of ſoldiers and oppreſſions of warre : or by the finer 

ry. ſpun malice of ſuch ,, as* Fulran the Apoſtate pe: whobpghet 

ye. VP learned, and very wicked, knew well, WW foan 

r Rs ; learning afforded to the Chriſtian religion 3 whi lie ſomerime 
ran in his Leg or OC 

, eek expelicion wrote 7 books 2-4'"{t Chriſt and Chriſtian Religions FerenEpi,ad Magreen., / 
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iuraatenir da hee hagh... 
ro. (ſed; and afrerward with molt ny TAL a te perſecuted; find- 5 35+ « 
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experience , how potent, and i $ of x=r"7vs onjue- 


/Bety hs. 
Oſt ian Tg: Su were , when Skilful] | yy i 


no.yeſter- 
by enero, 
y a blaſ- 


ifs, Sock _——_ others Phcmer, 


Lomas, Oe 
ries, Naz.Nif.. T, Ms : both 

mating F elix, Arnobias, 

, Profper, Hularias, Praentins; Feſtpbus alſo = 
ters of moſt eminentlearn- 2 Itw, learned: 


and others, moat oy, and 
ing, piety, and courage z who undertook the defence of Chri- '2 ? miracle,as 


ftian Religion, againſt the prond heathen, the peſtilent herericks, Jerome Giene 
and the impportune ſchiſmaticks of thoſe dayes. | TRL 
detends againſ> 
Appim che Jewiſh Church, which was the old ſtock, our of which the Chriſtians are ſwarmed, 
Hicron. Ep.ad Mag. So Philo the Jew , very learned and an < aflerror of the Jewiſh 


on, G. Niſſenin vita = pad gndh ve” Tyr (picorpiag) 
o_ vit. Th. _ Miltiades, Hyppolitue,. por ſenater, 


xs The 78 If yomanm 
relig. contre Philoſophos propugnabamr, Tinu ones 4 nphlochinry fur .ſementits 


fuos libros reſarciebam. 1d. Hieron. Ep. ad Magn eyes Corinth, and Tatianus 
who refute hear et Sicwing 7 ge ques hides  bifopbe emanabart, Hieron, . 
$0 Pamtenu Stoicu deftif. C briftianus , in bt Brachmanis ns. yer Meng 


the Apoſtue, elder brocher to. this illiterate - 

fratemity ( the deſpiſers and: deftro reologyriys i fot be- 

come the KR > che Baie bb alone obo Theodore, 3 

nator, and gra ores frator, who ſoughe to ſtab. and. Bow Io 

up all Chrj®4n Religion, 5 aapr By + averthrowing all the murſeries of Proprk | 
g\the tes | 


, and ſup hooles of the ofehe Choech': forbidding 
any C riſtians c tay. be-cducated-in hamane and ingenuous 

fludies; which he ſaw-were become | as the outworks to the <i- en ge. 7 
radel] of Chriſtian Religion':-'{ which ſometime indeed needed Taxninr x; 


Which made 


not theſe humane: guards and defences; while: the terrible and. mj-. mn gt mt - 
— the Hire wer likea eons. » , and cloud, round v0 bach 
adout ri __ ons 1ts in che wildernefle Georght jet 


needed trenches for 10nd. 
.of Gods 
then * 


of perſecution, —_— than the 


Euſcbius and 
Apollanars 
wrote with 


great ſtrength Fg be Toe TIN 
and dexrerity . ran Whh 
of learning/a- m—_ jened Mj- 


gainſt Po' phy» 


- Popes Chrj- This +4 

ian religion, , and ſucceſſes 
15, books, Su- 

dar, & Sts 

Jeeom, 

St, Arrbroſe 

and Prudent:4s 


Wi , 


. nar: 
Foe eque ſup» a 


ravit, Vin. Rn 


Sſeienc 
Cha mo 
imitive' and” 

all i Oe, 'to their own andotherfoutes,/ yeriw oF 
—_ - =_ 0m ly BreRrngar wy ans Tunes 5 
facile prinazpe, Chriſtian Ke on  ovght to bei [learned menion'all 
<- 7 rb lides, with all poſſible hy ys. 4 and-civitity+) fuch - 
| | \ax-" the 


the honour.of eh&Ch 
the more itliterate men are1 ma_ rh 
one anotherY'if paben py. :fin- $0 b 
in-ſo-'great/an a_—_— ,* Which oak Bob 
the cruth.of Chi font the good GE : for whi 
wy dently vigilamt honor, ant: | | 
_— we ſer the adverſe partie agfpr a Si 
rails « compleatn.ſſe, int langu ar 
thers, councle, —_ exHiare 'zY: 
ng either rl don 4 "i 


ro, teat [ 
2 aprourrons w_ ceeed Us; pooh 
ape grey: [belive heirs four fiass) 
ds Bo ted ' of all "wed rarning, 
fo Religion which  we-- have redelved | 
pious predecefforg;! - 47 | jc 
(Al ie nlp ret * en nh: 
te of the ations ii bY R | & 
tin»Zelats can' ED dbſurdl ug and thoft fanatick, þAfelis which, , 
deqooers 3; who while they ell rheir fly @fcpir 'Cwhoare Tr dy of orion 
ſpeſtators than ——_ | 
ated y }' Thati/Latin and 'G rhe 
Beaſt; that 11 books-bur' the Bible; $50 pt n 
they take not to be for theie-tuencs) ate | riſti Ska 
dſtrozed: Mean time the contns Mp re! not'ſo much meri' and eg WT., 
Ty as' tocconfider the-ſad murphofis or change which” 


ba Hoody: kb 
7rbie bene ate 


ancient tirwes.. v 4 | ar: | br; 4 os. 10334 £43 #1 ft 67 "7.4 Bihar 
an what: is: ic thas LE a nets brutifh ſimplicity? won[d” have? =t44 2 
GgE8 . Namely | » 


Learning neceſſary ts the farmed Churebes; 


Namely this : That the purer Tar pmongoche 
formed Churches, ſhould-have no learned gh oi ak 
but onely ſuch filly AfineHls, or Meg - amine Þ mr 
to truſt to their rudeand icrationall confidence; to their how 
heels, and harſber Ereyings, for the defence of. trac Reg: 31 
a 4b large aud lugulemt eares of theſe. animals. doe give: fo 

anjage to any. crafty. error, or yy 4 wean dhe eo ger 5 
ro at they will as calily be led to. 'avy dantneble 
and deſperate faftion, as an Oxe 4s tothe flayghter, and. a org fe 
the flocks. For no men ne. pore SANE NPN into | «ny: ferptation 
than thoſe, who. preſume. to tempe God.,.b y x negleting owl. 
ſuch, icand proportionate means ,, as his: wi in ordinary, 
providence hath appointed, to: utain thoſe grer and holy endrof 


true Religi 


Ei dAv70y 0 Yet.,we may ſce, how. all folly is ready to i ſelf, 20.00n- 
— Jon: fute ity own principles; By # nude ak it ſomerime: 
F255 60 $1/T) | ant 
_ mx\coz, bandies the: hall of contention. againſ} its. 0: i. For:-chefe 

great ſtickers te fo all good Jeaming in'Miaj rs; doe-ſuſficiently: 
In [adiie1aw- few, they have may with their follje ; like: nodige--a | 


rum quiſque not the grapes, W ot reach cliem 
probaty,quantum of f learni delple 


> aſſequi mak xox 
| Loſes oe poſſible 24 Jen els eat —— learning , ct not. to: :0 
dean's & them;; je Q Lay ; they! {criouſly ;triamph and : 

e picanls - rejaice, When: any mans ut: a ſanatierer, in. : 
Cala Pre. 1. little of obs and inkborn , 'C tor other than; ſack pl wo 
je euhinond: . dunces never ill ſo far ſhame themſelves) appearsfor fthem, - 
ab ignerantia ſe- 'Or ſeemes to. leane, and-adhere to them 1 how þ Ar yea if be 
greganrur oj, begins to ſtickle fortheir party and faftion, being deceived wich- 
rantum conti= their thewes of zeal, and infpirations-}: O how dor [they prick) ap 

their ears, and march then with greater courage and->conkidence,.. 
JePan, (as the Hares did, when they had got a-Fax-to lead them: in- 
* Sr, Auftin.de whom they thought was more ſtrength, and chan their. 
Do3. Chriftis: gown fearfull feebleneſſecould beguilty of : ")Even-fo oy ; 
pals of a ſer= reaſon, wreſters of Scciptures.and huckfters of jcligiom 


Y ey as b whhahgtlarem which <_ wo rene 
v7 6 vavng they q reel} wi uh thak mips "xe 


dayes prayers fea pane 24321 
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full knowledge '"O* 

in all p_ Furies 

learning: we: night: 

librum quenm ag Tuogy ur: = 
liber percurrertt dayly cio; the ru 


n = 
rg **  degenexare and 


Thiteratencſſe makes men barberous... + 
kennel which noiſome' ſpiries; and foul mauthr caſt upon: 
yer wh There: is the more need of wiſe: and able PEG. 


wo- 
make wholeſome Antidotes, and confe&tions, by how much there 
are ſo many,whoſe malice is cunning (as the divels Empericks and 


+= 0 ae to mixe peſtilent drugs, and- i wich. wy 
igion. 
Cor,t1 1 There be bereſtes, and beretickg 00: \nOt as neceſlary, effect 
: m ootateac of learning, and religion , biit| rater trom-the- 
defefis of them int: mens hearts and mindes. -. When: men are 
either ablerightly tounderſtand;ornot accurately to divide,ornor. 
' exaAly-to —_ or notrationally-to | conclude, from Serjy- 
ture nciples of truth; Orelſe, when they are prone. 
groſſcl eo < pap. eafily to yeeldto any ſemblances ala enuth, 
and fallacies of error, which are incident to- credulous incau-, 
tions, unſtable, and unlearned ſoules , or to proud paſſionate and 
ny a? though m_ ſo wont _- "tary NONE 
.,.oncly the right' way , an olate perkſting 
BY oat are Lon. able ' miſtakes Cor-intp ns IS feldome. 
| _ returning of themſelyes to the-fold and uni he nd) 
but: they would-alſo draw others after them, they may 
' feeme to errealone; and by mumbers at leaft,and force atlal 
. ontheevillo on wrong a which always tend toevill praiſes- 
the:Lord sfurniſhed his Church wieh 
*.-godly-menzas able forredeSiongslonbern were 
£0 are, as others are to infe?4 whoſe 
Beep than - any offenſive ever -was : 


—_ IT 


S$d- GEAR ag nn 
enemies, aud ſuch weapons out of their heads/and hands:opgd 
xv. tryrChiiflien: men who we ble oooh) nc, thoſe and 
Bs gene > whoare able CNL carned 
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pore pd en 3 boch SETS w_ == 
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_ lent, and ES * Þ 
v iguranee, and Tyfticity,may EEE es 


- 
vatians 
Biſhops ws. Pres of 
dh, and peace diſquifttions, - ern, de ve Y 4%" omen p-# Conetl.. 
ſo that Chciſtian union might follow 3 They preſently ran furi-, £2th.4n..410 
ouſly to. meere brutiſh and tunultuary- violences 5 Invading Churcber ;,; irorins; 
by torce ; driving away the Orthodox and holy Biſhprond (Presby-: fine; ad imma- 
te; who bad not varied, nor would yeeld toch that Faith ; es violentias. 
and holy orderof Religion, and Miniſtry, which til remained in 

all the Chriſtian Churches 4 as deſcended from the Apoltles,and 

primitive Chriſtians, . and; which bad lately been confirmed , and 

declared by the firſt famous Councell of Nice, which confiſted of 318 

Biſhops 5 befider other many learnedafliftants;holy Presbyters,and 

Deacons, together wich ſome chick men- of; the laity 5 who. were 

ſo all of a mincky chanwieve werebur 17 a the vote againſt 

Arims. 


After the ſame riotols- faſhion alſo was that ; a pl Braun rd 
rable (asit's called) of ve poder rn (aſub rrp al ag ): mildus may ufea 
who þ ary wont. to ani. Cee mANgngs Þ nm with, grangy- 
rce, among the plain; antl pagane iſtians.in e coun», 7. can 
uy 3 Lil (afrer greazſtenations of piety,» deyorion »\ and. reale, 109g, OY 
tor Mertyrdome, calling thejuſelves * (Duces Sanftorum ) Captaine fine auducie: 
of the Sainttz and (#4ermes) contenders. for t he falch, oþ Ella Auft;/cont,” © 


length to pi 'then- to plunderiag,- and waſting .-whole.couns+, Creſco. 1, 3. 
oppoinginan errant eG Yicegecencs Pageſus and 54%: | 
t they-wees by. the Emperayy our himl* (How ape 


© many; menabu Jakes. to: aber rrore; a andr Croumetle © 
colour fg rngbetemt ds Sn TEE 
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ning al "men to mon Þ ching: but f nd eo Rt 


_—_— Teachers intend to ew, whereby to 
G E683. 


#18 #9 they precend ina fodrr fipliciy, which projeft.is among chei, 
other weak: ,6y fily conceptions ; For uho fames and 2enefitier', SiG 
from ignorance, emptinefle, and want &f good fuſfetaxce , may: more 
rronble the brain with giddy whinfees and: &zineffe, thanican ever 
be feared from competeut repletions, unlefle men/ have: very foul fio- 
machs, or hot Livers : Wife mewknow to keep-the mean. 
: the- rior, and tlte want of learning; PFhere axe; faich Flotorwo dif- 
_Piaroin TiM2? cs of the Soul of man (karie 1 apadia) 641mg ignorance; 


on is as ſubjet co 
5 of uvnlettered 


Medio wils 
mus ibiszOvid, 


Objeit. Many 
unlearned . \ 
bsly z' Oe. 
j'> M45 6. = 
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thriſtian, | (ls that Atboy the Herniive, who' could nor read, fad wit" the 
S. Scriptures oh © ab I . 5 #4 » $4 $f "© @ be + 4 ## , Lhe a4 54 4% 
w3eme: ta renuit & inifteniefine ſtnnia lit avern. FX PIE £55.46 + Fi: 


Scrip- 


Of Santtery: —— 14 "7 5 
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wy 5 word Ink sf BER ie Vere gen wall een yh 

| of the Goſpel, on ruth of it by ik 

'X the life of re ligion, ps the quinteſſence 0) all Tearning. Yet 

it was the happineſſe of thoſe hone?! they never met 
with ſuch pragnatickdepravers of all goo order, pi aun Level 

and Miniſtry, as theſe now are 3 for certain! cectlnly hey Km er learn- 
dfrom ſuch , as theſe Sues o of fearnin 

ether the letter, or the true ſenſe fn wes: wh the 

attained by rhe ered no rs © Miniftere, chie! w—_ | 


ing, tranſlating, and inter 
1s x” aters, whoſe pride 


them. They were happi Fog 

and folly is beavier than any lead, or the eld of the Sea; whole pro. ,;. 3; 

unrdefull bumaur would have taught chem Kirſt to, have caſt off all 

theic true Miniſters and Teachers. next, to pe $f them and laſs 

ly, to deſtroy them, by a moff: pious madreſſe rang ingratitude, 

They arenot .only blind, but mad men, 

ſelves, would haye all rheic, guides fee fo mote” rhan't 

ſo both might fall into' theditch.' Wheteas che bum "2rd 

ſober Chriſtians was ever ſuch; 43 equalled their pi ys Txchaked 

ny knowle b, apdec It tlc illiteraceneſſe: ſo asto-- 

6 oe eons WR y, tenſes yedl'to, : 3 be 
e three, ractr as T, ce 

faichfull endeavours, anditadics, thoſe ſaving truchs, Sa holy 

myſteries, were prepared for them, and fer before. them : So that 


however they did Indeed! « the Fneft of the Lread 
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Learning neceſſary in Miniitergfo or wepopl gb. 


which, are too, heavy. for,ordin ſheu'ders, a 

Chriſtians from 3y £64 parmas nt, $9 ata t 

how heſhould underſtand, without. an rbopy to-gu 

Miniſters are-cherefore: ſer by Chriſt in' his Church for. ! 

that «ach might, enjoy them , as, much a#-if each bad their | 

cencies ; As the meaneſt part of thebody_ ath as h uſe. of -v 

eye ,1as it it were an -ge. i ſelfe,. That asir was in the Tfr elites yas 

in Oo ſo. * isin _ de WON when " etled and 
ou: iſhing 3 He that gathered much no merplus, aud hee that 

gathered little, had l. lack” "So thoſe honol Ideors, and 

Chriſtians, (who have little or no learning, © how! thatfaith, wy 

plain knowledge of the my/terier of Cheiſtand the haſh rbelong- 

ing to a Chriſtian) yet have no want of learning 3 An learned 


* Winiſters who ſhave attained moſt eminent-skill in all forts of 
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IVherein 
learning #s 
neceſſ.rry ta 
Miniſters. 

S71 ad bum 
n.T pe rdiſcen.; da 
r ta homins vs 
ta brevts iſt, 
quid tempors 
Sufficere poteſt 
ad intelligenti« 
am divinim ? 
Chryſol, 
FJercny nw, - In 
librus Jobi, &+ 
Danelt,0y 
al/s, 


Evavs o 


good learning, by Gods bleſſing on. their ſtudies, have no more 
than is needfull for their place andthe Chyreven edification,or fafe- 
ty and preſervztjon. 
_ And much,I think, ts needfull, to give a right ſenſe of Scriprure 
from the originall proprieties or emphaſis of words ; To 
the many alluſions referring to Judaick, rites and Ethnick -%g 
ſtomes in ſeveralFages: .To clear and unfold the Scriptures. 
ſtart paraphraſes ,, oc larger Commentaries To analyſe feve 
paſſages ſo, as to reduce them to. t| ble” proper place ward | 
reaſoning whercin their forcecon fiſts, - (as the 
the body ſet in.their due poſture :)For the A hr vge Ining, 
and the ſtrength of the argrmment, or main, ſcope in. Scripttty - Is 
oft very different from the ſeries, and order. of the words in the 
Text; Vany times the ambiguity; of the words, bn - TY: of 
ſtop, the. incoherenec and independence of the fenſe as letter, 
makes the method 45 obſcure, wg c br Bible 3 
ca the. yery texc of Scriptures were in many. oopies es 
OR Pa s in St, Feromertimes and before him in Origens ) 
altered, by «dition ©. ordet; ion from'the pity: \d an hentic 
Scriprure, untill choſe; and oth r learned” men , the Biſhops 
Miniſters of the Church, with more accurate Igence | 
Bible to its purity, and, integrity ; as much as is attai uM 
induſtry, or neceſſary to 'mans == {pwegeh In deſc togrel 1 
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Peoples uſe of learning in their Miniſters.” 
ledge if holy. and learned. men, (*Miniſters of the Church )ere 
not enabled by God, approved by the Church, and ordained by 
both, to that conſtant ſervice of the Miniſtry , for the good of the 
plainer Chriſtians 3 who enjoy , in every point of true dodtrine, 
or ſolid Divinity,,. (which is as a weighty piece of gold ſtamped 
with. the clagr teſtimony of the Scripture, (as people doein 
piece of current money) the extra of the r, andthe 
of theart of many mens beads and hands, who have thus fitted it for 
their ordinary uſe. | 
Belides this, when common people are oncewell ftored, and inriched 
in their. bone#7 plainneſſe, with competent and ſound knowledge in 
Refiglon by « care and faithfulneſſe of their able and honeſt Mini- 
fters; yeec how ealily would the cheats CE Creel 
; 13 wel == agus wh > an yon A a- 
#1444 £4. or it, with eruths ; .cropt opinions, and raund- 
puraniiee'? beaded rag ull weight of Ghriftian doftrines : Still cogging 
93 ws av- With, religions,* die, and cbecting with: plauſible fallacies , ſeeming- 
Jeia Fe mnd- Iy brought gyt of the Scripture; untill thoſe poore beleeverr, | like © 
ync. Epbeſ.4.14- the * bewitched Galatians, had loft all, or their moſt purr-of their 
* Gal.3.T. ſound Religionz. yea, ſome of theſe Impoſiors doe not leave poore 
Chriſtians, whomthey baye conſened with fair ſhews of the 
rits revelations, and new Goſpels, ſo much faith, as to beleive 
mylo Articles, of the Ghriſtian Faithz or the: Scriptures to- be” the 
ord gf God 3. or, that there -is any true Church, or any order and 
authority of true Miniſtry : And: whicher would.not 
2 Cor; 2-15, and deceicof theſe huckfters proceed , even. to overthrow - whole 
xematuerrt bexſes, Pariſhes, and-Churches, if there were not ſome learned and 
Toy Abgovs ble Miniſters inthe Church 3 who areas Gods and the Churches 
publique Officers, to deteR theſe jugglers,. to diſcoyer theſe: dv 
23Cor. 2+ 17- ceitfull workges, to ſet theſe cheats in pillory of publique infamy; 
EET ns Fo en I 
Vt randem ; credit or guts WAICn: . COVer. and, captate among 
_— Vulgar; and | which } | 


by . wiles, andartibees, by: which 
diont Oy agunt wonck and peck 
plain - 
_ 
ſuffer 


alchough flians be 
alikg pretions and dear to God, as the moſt learned. men's, - yet they 
- are not. pirces; of the ſame right. for: gifts3. of. the ſame ſn 
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Of Learnin ig in Miniſters, | 
for endowments3,vf the ſame! poſs for ſtudies 3 .nor' of -the.] 
me tarp and eutbority for their -calling and officez A} which, . 
35 they are not tothe eſſence of true grace, andreligien 5; ſo they: 
ire much, tothe Juſtre, power, beauty order , uſcfulneſſe and 
mmunicativenclſe of thoſe gifts, goe with true Religion; 
and are by the Lords menos: :beftowed on the Church and 
fichfull , Far theic well being, ſafety, and comfort, even in this 
world; belides their happineſſe in another, which ought to bethe 
rand deſign of all erue Chriftians, both Laymen and Churchmen , 
Path rage and unlearned, both Governours and governed, 
But theſe re s further obje& with open mouth; That | — 
they are ſure neicher Chriſt nor his Honllen,, -had chemlelves , Objed. ; Chriſt 
or commended to the. Churches uſe, humane learning, - "11nd bis Ape 
Anſw. My anſwer is; 'Fhey needed nme, as humane ; that is' files bad ns 
acquired by ordinary education, or induſtry ; being farabove it, &umene + ** 
boo, orious and-miraculous endowmen:s of the wt back L earning. 
ys 1 ( Ir an TRE and poſſe Pim gf Owe 
tems 3 ( men parts capacities at thoſe. 
might as well diſpenſe with the abſence of. all acquired bumane- 
larning, us hethat hath the Suns light, needs not the Moon or 
Stars, or Candles; or he that had Angels wings and ſwiftneſle , 
would not want the Jegge of man, or beaſt to:carry him } or 
he chat is neer a. and inexbaufiible ſpring, abate. 
dig wels, as Iſaac did.; and ſo muſt we £60., in; the barren and'Cen, £6.14-/ : 
dry land, where we live z which none but inhumane- Philifims 
_ __ I, Py therefore a Fd _ bis 


aaind the uſe of gd 


naſe SESEN reall exper ences of "oe the hrs 
U gifte, Cech ens ds 9-5 any and immediate. ſufpiciencies 
= the Spirit of God, cont ſive theſe allegations; cither 
23 fitted to. them, as-to the preſenc diſpen'ations of Chriſt co his + - 
Church ; Although the Lord ſometime gave his Church water ont | 
of arock, and refreſhed wearied Samſon by a niiraculous fountain, -** + 
which ſudden] Grongapia 4b (not in elmo taiela tha A 
place ſocullel om (i.e.) the Jaw-bone , by which inftw- aug pt: 
ment he had abcained ſo avitory; there where-it-contin- 
nued. afterwzrd : yery Thele ler theſe men will ey _ _ -* 
gument to.expeRt every emandtians ; « 

ng all ordinary. means,, ER expet from the Jew-banec of Ailes- 
ns or,.drink to quench, , their thirſt: 1am © ſare © this 
Church hath not yer found any. ſuch. flow'ay r taocks or refreſh «1 
ing fromthe cata of theſe Objetters ; never yet \ 
dropped like. Herman, fo up as Lancia on gs 4] 

2 | now- 
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The learning of Chriſt and bis Ayafiles, 


knowledge upon any place; and how ſhoukd they * whoſe 
tongues are forſthemoft part ſet on fire; and breathe oue, with much 
terrour, nothing but aſhes and cinders; like Veſwviis or Et; 
whoſe eruptions are vaſtatious to all neere them. 348 * 
Col, 243+ As for our blefſed Lord Chriſt ; we know he was filled with 
Marth. 12.4%. *the treaſures of wiſedome , both divine and humane; for, *h 
nu verus & preater than Solomon , he could not come fhort of Solomons | 
magnus eſt 1.7” in any thing; who was in all his glory but'a Hype 
_—_ ” of Chrif, and no way comparable to him: Our Saviours ge- 
þ ren quod fign, indeed, was, not as Plater, or Ariftotles , to advance naturall 
omnes doceret. Philoſaphy, meer morality, humane learn cfoquence; (the 
Atb.of. |. beams of which Sun, by common 'providence, Ood had already 
Mayhbs5,459 made to ſhinc by. other wayes, on the bad; « well as the god; on 
the heathens as well as the Jews and Chriftians ; ) but Chriſt; mn- 
Mal. 4. tent was, by word and deed, to fet forthrhe beams of the Sunne of 
1:Cor. 1, 26, righteouſneſſe, the wiſdome of the Father ; the ſaving. npſterier of 
his. Creſſe, and ſufferings in order to mans improvement; not 
by. humane learning, by divine grace: And however our 
Bleſſed Saviour hath crucified; as it , the fleſh, and" pride of 
humane learning, (as wel as of riches, honour, and afl*work- 
ly excellencies ; which are infinitely ſhort of the knowledpe and 
love of God in Chriſt )- yet he quickned and” raiſed them all ;tte 
tris; which teacheth 4 fined and Among es them all t bi, 


and:true belcevers. Our Lord: Jeſus not, diſdain. to 


converſe with the learned Dettors, and Rabbies of bis time ; among, 
whom he war found after his parents had ſought him ks wor eo 

in vain,otherwhere z yet our wanderers and ſcekgre are Toth FN; 
afraid eo find, anddiſdain town Feſws Chriſt, when they havefoung: 
him among the leamed men, and Minifters ofthis Churchz 


y 


Fin 

ſo. doing, __ ſhould ſeem to confeſſe thay hag Chrift , and 

12% true Religion,m-thetr ilſtterate Conventicles and ignorant preſumptions. 
The objetters As forthe bleſſed ApofHer,, who were ( ) immediately 
reay not argue tanghtof _—y converlſing with the Son of Cod the Lord Je- 
from the Ape= ſas Chriſt, the Chriſtian world well knowes their miraculoys 
file gifts a- and Gene falneſſe of all gifts, and powers,of the Shirit , 
gainſilearm- both babituall and ocorftorrall; ſo that they wanted neither: any 
Ing now, ſince language nor learning, which was then neceffary, to carry on the 
they bave nei- oe work. of preaching, and-planting the Goſpel! : And-no 
ther of them. lefſe doth the wiſer world know the emptineſſe and ridiculow  peritry 
of theſe: (difpnters againſt good erning) even ag tO the commun 

ts ſober reaſon, 'and jadicions tim ; wherewjch the 
&voxiners bleliing of heaven is.now wont to crown | onely the prayers, and 
Thurs fudier of.thoſe, that attend on Wiſedims *gates with alf bumble 
- ar" * induſtry: whoſe great proficiencies theſe poor men. envyings y- 


| . uy F ” P 
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Entwies t0 learning have ns Apettolicall gifts. 


ſhegerde, 3s | | 
caugh thi * not roaſting what they have taken in bunt» 
mg 3 that is not "Y thoſe gitts'of learning in all kindes, which 
Miniſters bave attained unto,by Gods bleſling'on 'their ſtu 
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bave great-cauſe}) would: fain perſwade them to be as mugh! Contra bona: &- 
ey de, as themſelves arez ( who' have neither” hunted, nop !7« oat, 


ts favuplas 


oxys Ge 


X, . 
1a Chryſoft.mey. 
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As for that Primitive gift of Tongues, .by which the Apoſtles >/<r <uavricy. 


at once ſuddenly thawed, and- brake that Tre; which gg = Homns 
ſeal up £0 us the face of the great deep of Learning and Wi ; 
ſo that they were inſtantly Meſters, not onely to underſtand , 
but alſo to utter, the: a of Chriſt , ( whereof they bad 
partly an acquired, by. Chrifts teaching z.but for the moſt pare, 
an inſpired. knowledge : ) Theſe pitifull- praters, who. would be coun- 
ted Apoſtolicall, are ſo far from any :ſuch! gifts of-wiſdome, or 
yttegance, that, they are ſcarſe maſters ob theic own' mother tongue, 
neither knowing, for the moſt part, what they: ſay, nor whereof they 
ofirmz nor able- with modeſty,. gravity, humiilicy, or charity, ei- 
ther to uſe, or beid/e: their: tonguet 1 (which is'an- 4 

on them; ſhewing. thet their Religion is but vain) And how aan 
; be po rk ror mt ſober hy, ane reaſon, wares 
enſe, and ordi ingenuity, arcas wanting; as pride, 
contempt. of others, incradtcble ffercenefſe, and indocible: igno- 
rance doe abound ?. When: theingreat a! is, to ſetoff to ſome po- 


NaR 07 27. 


* Pro,13 27; 


r'Tim, ) I,7. 


James 1. 26. 


pular ſhew and acceptances: their gifts.andiperfois,: by proud fwel- 2 Pet. 2. 18, 


ling words : ſomerimes ſoriny in the height of r4ptures, and rare 
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2 Per, 2. 17, 
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Learning and Tuſpirations in holy mtu, © 


' together with the Miniftry of this\'Ghurch : What can thef 


wretched men expe, but the blackneſſe of darkneſſe for ever ts bo 
— them (without repentance who ſtudy to cry downe 
all good ſtudies, and learning ; that they may the better eclipſe alt- 


. true and reformed Religion? | 


Such Phariſees (tor few of them are good Scriber ) are like in. 
deed tro make excellent Teachers of the Kingdome of heaven. who are 
not able-to bring forth any things, cicher oldor new , having ng 
Treaſure of well digefted knowledge, either divine or humane; 
but onely fome of the 7ubbidge;of that lerming, which they fecke 
to deſtroy ; pitifull rapſodies of ſuch confuſed ſtuffe , ' as they | have 
ſcraped. together ; which: becomes none but babl:rs and pamphleterr; 
Which, whoever confiders ſeriouſly, how much they have been x - 
ſhame, and bane to true Religion, to the honour of this reformed 
Church, and to thoſe holy manners which become ſober, wiſe,and 
modeſt Chriftians, he would ever after love learning andlearned 
Miniſters the'better, by how much he ſees infinice cauſe to abhor 
the ſordid and ſhametull effefts of impudent ipnirance; which Toyes 
to batten in its own foyl; and retuſeth to be cleanfed : Such mouths 
{ull of errors, and foul with evill fpeckings, however the Time- 
thies and Tituſſes of this Church cannot now fp, (a they oughe 
to doe; if the exerciſe of that juſt power in the Church werenor 
obſirufied) yet they ought to rebuke them ſharply, and with dll e- 
thortty. - | i 


% 


And-untitl-theſe Seraphick defpiſers of true, uſefull and ſanTified 
learning can (not boaſt and clamour among their Diſciples, -who 
are now grown giddy with: too high notions and airy ipeculati- 
ons, but - till hep nt) evidently demonſtrate to” the wiſer and 


{obcrer- world; that they can. indeed perform, what they pretend ; 
that is, by immediate gifts ,, and unſtudied enablings they can 
ſfolid:y _— ſoberly » methodically explain, clearly demonſtrate, 
the 1: myſtcrics of our Religion : alſo reſolve the difficulties , 
reconcile the differences, and determine-the doubes, or controver- 
fics ariling out of the Word of God, orthe points of Region; 
ſo, as in ſome meaſure may-tend to” fatisfie- mens judgements , - 
rogcther wich the ſcruples, and caſes of their conſciences : Till 
1 (ay, theſe, men can doe theſe in' ſome competent meaſure , equall 
at leaſt, it not beyond, what the learned Miniſters of this Church 
have done, and dayly doe, COT BERY of Godon their labors; 
.they muſt give us leave fill to follow our fudies ; with tm? 
ble prayers and diligent pains; Thar fo in Read: of che barks; and 
chaff of theſe mens ſpeciows words, and pepper Infinudtions, (fad! 
deploring, and proudly defpifing thoſe excellent abilities, - whi 
are in. true Miniſters, far above: them) -we may belp-ro feed 
| x poor 
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or h bules; not with frothy vanity ( wherewith theſe 
rae Ma Dm fu their ſcholars away, bros Bike and as empty 
25 themſelves) but with god corn, and that wholeſome provifion 
of ſound mom and laving doQtrine, wherewith the Lord 
is pleaſed to farniſhus, in the honeſt, and ordinary way of his 
providence and bleſſing upon our indaſtry : for we have now no 
Mama or 9uails about ourtents 3 which, while theſe men dream 
of, mean time exceeding lnneſſe is entred into their ſouls': And Pal. 108, 15, 
how can it. otherwiſe be , than, that ſowing vanity, and viſtuns of Hol. g 7, 
their own bearts, they ſhould reap other, than wind:: and be ſatis: 
fo, as they are extremely,(but moſt anhappily) with their owne 
deluſions? . | | 

We doe not read"that either Moſer, or Solovior, or Daniel, or Iifpibed hy 
St. Paul, (firſt edacated at * Tarfir a famous Lniverſty ; and af- men yet ood 
ter at the feet.of Gamalie!) or Artick Lyke, or eloquent Apollos , the; Paka.at 
ever deſpifed , or decryed, or diſuſed thoſe utr gifts of hu« gifte ; 
mane learningz wherewith they were * in the ordinary | 
wayes of education z no not, when they were ex'raordinarily" infpi« Cie mg 
ed; Their common gifts ſerved them Rtilt in their ordiary Mi» & Academia + 
niſtry; as to underſtanding, memory, utterance, or writing ; by ipſfs Atbenir, 
which they endevoured to ſet forth, that Feſis-war the Chrift, the © Alexand-ie 
promiſed Meſfas 3 So that in. their arguments, diſputes, . reaſon- g"Þ%"4e, 
ings, and allegations our-of hamane Authours; 'alſoin the flyle, $., 70m, . 
phraſe, and manner of their ſpeaking, and writing, ie-mightand Zprft. ad Mag. 
may eaſily bee- that the difference of Prophets, Evangeliſts , and 2ofwers thar 
Apoſtles naturall, acquired, or ſtudied gifte, did ſtill remain; when 4'*ion, Cur - 
their extraordinary and: infuſed might be equel; yet theſe. did nog ©©4em Eee 


P Oo . TY. 4 leſs Ernhnicis 
equal! them in their eichigr more ſtrift and L:gicall reaſonings,ortheir [479, pulluce - 
more. Oratorious expreſſivns,; or more elegant phraſe | i 


aſe and: - 

linguage; which OP different in' choſe holy: Writers ſhews by the, 
| Penmen. of the Scriptures, which had'the ſame Spirit dire#- exoagieaier* 

ng or &Zating,as to the matter revealed to chem; but they uſed” their 07 br /arg 


own ordinary abilities to expreſſe them by word;or pen, t6.0thers. yrjers whe! 


Hogs ;- | A345 "4 Mt 19 5 IE Cant; 65th cm | 
learning of heathens by Chriſtians, | See Tow-2.94p-3 3:2: St, Pewd cites three reflimonies oz 
of heathen Poers,Epimenides,  Kgn746 dic 590, 6. traths, 73 tbe ate 


yu irate, Bc. $0 Fanats and Fambres ous of Jewiſh Recorde and Tlwuds, = Plas 
ne dub; : B. recltavit ; recuarde aliquery it omnee, 
in ——_ art ofh ſeinnilias fevies produnt, Eraſm - "oy "5 
And certainly when - the Apoſtle Pau! bids Timethy (as a+ wa 
"and laſting ' partern "for all Biſhipr and Miniſters of the 
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424 Tearning and Inſpirations joined: p 
ſill more fitting himſtlic to the work of. the ( not- 
wichſtanding he had ſome ſpeciall and extraordinary gilts) Sure 
the pattie gweThetly no exaaple of idleneſſe in þ ; bur 
Ephef. 6.18. both ſtudied and prayed; yea delares the prayers of «hers for him, 
that he might (as an able Miniſter, and as a Maſter builder ) fuifb 
the courſe of his Miniftry with jay 3 This bleſſed Apoſtle needed not have 
2 Tim. 44'3. been ſo ſolicitous for the pagrobments, which he left at Tros, if his 
memory had been alwayes ſupplyed with miracows offiſtance ; he 
needed not to have committed any thing to writing for his owne 
uſe. It is my probable that thoſe pgrokunents were no deeds, for con. 
veying any land or temporall eſtate ; but rather ſome Scheme oc 
draught of divine Truths and myſteries, methodically . digeſied; which 
he had fieted for his own, and transferred: to the yſeof __ as 
Apolios, or Timothy, or Titus: So little doth the fpecigl FE of 
the Spirit, in the Apoſtles cr other holy men, juſtific or plead for 
thoſe odde 2nd miſkapen Yigures of thoſe mens Divinity , whe- 
ther diſcovered by their tongues or hands; of whole deformity, 
and unpoliceneſſe, compared to the faſhion of all learned meng 
judicious, methodicall, and comely writings , and diſcourſes,theſs 
crafty men being confcieus, would have no Swn, or light of 


arts and learning ſkining among Chriſtians, by which their ridice- 
lous monſizoſity might ap 
"te Apoſtle w 
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. But Q you, that. exedliindearning, or lnomiltty,/ or bub; T-tiould! 196 4D 
Fl to. write too much-for ponents if: Ididnot conſider. 5" Mojponintt ** 
that I write, thoſe chiefly who'can never think woo work Gid;/ "of learning; 
FED tor itz, becauſe they'know the man: beauticrandenxcellers. hag. a 

at its t,; bath in zcſentuce tq theglory bf 7 and cet ood'ofÞ a $ 
mankind, both fer ſouls and þodiettheir religiousand ſewlar Col" wy (5% 4 ors 
ceraments, their temporall and eternall intercſt. | 

Indeed, no minde is able to conceive, but fach"as enjoy when © T_NY | 
nor, can ay tangueexprelie them, - 6 Bagh rr na exceed the re Bos 
elquenge ot. thoſe: that moſit;enjay chem!Þ th brighe, hedhenly; ;omemng repa- 
and divine beams of Raeſen and Religioni whichywith et "Lin re! HOT 
tory, glories, ſhine fromthedaily readingofthoſe excellot writings," nr brrea, que 
and durablemonuments of learned men in former ages ; 'a9 rayes' «fidua non 
of light, allleg fromthe Sun,. on this inferiour world; en adjebte 
ing in upon. all the jon: of theiſoul ; . difbp ne f uleita. = 
$romering its diſorders, orpiyiog its-efedts ; 247 em wi wn if fac 
(reet and ilent* pleaſure at daily knowing ſomething dg oy mulls ijerum 
cellent inthe creature , or: the Creator, which: before-it knew prcunin com» 
got.: This ſecrct-and unſpeakable. contentment is more welcome FR. Cafe * 
to the now improving ſoul, than the beaury of afairmorning, which © "Fuca 7 
ſhows, 4 fafe| beyen - $03 008 , 1: that high, ſuffered: the: bomour-of epvire inderr "© 
ing ad podulyls.coverke;. a moce! rejoicing the heart: of: a "tes ſentira/e ori. 
ns: era Ae ms dime than ie cleiabds bam-w GENS... 


rock | 
[ ſhould, but. 4 1 ſhould too, much unfold cafes W549 was 
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leters backward 3 £9 dove Qoaly be , and: offcarningy 
thas, will nog. be-able. iniche next generation a 20 rnb ke | 

uſe, as loth tobave; 4he. benefit- of their -Boble or ai iy 

know ig. is loſt Jabour; to read LeFtures:' (if they.wereas ſpl = | 

for their. , [asaheir {eng J? upon Zemiror Pretious” 
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— thoſe GE, ing flowxe.s of learning , whith with Ong Junn <3 oy 4 
hath made (0 gromeln ne ficld.97 gardea. gt his .Gharchs what 7, rd 163 
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426 | | q Uſe of. learned: Budkes. 148. 30 


Ty dx life, what joyer, whatraptarer,; whatnobleand holy anvletion are 
12/4. 210%, oft, raiſed, up in thatſoal which dayly' and; ſeri conve rſey 
pirrw T16Y=, ih laarned men either a tive or dead 7 * How when' all other ner 
nes Gr-an,. 109 Bear, Inland Meers, or Mechanick- Laker, (wherein the forlte 
oLacmrny..; of many men weary: themſctves with to ahid frd',' of 
575g er 413 fing vp.and down; ſeeking in them riches, , beauey;* How 
0 rcaunu0. nor, liberty, applauſe, viftory, enlerged Empire, 8c. all which have 
ry {oo theic - enziouc bounds, and prefently diſcover their dwgerow ſborer ; 
me *. 1(beſetwith loſles, defeats, diſpraces, poverry, weaknelle, detorrifts 
"ries and 3.1 090 deaths: Onely this vaſtOceaniof leairiiing' and' Sex 
. of. knowledge is unlimiced; always diſcovering \iermintte' exters 

fins, abqunding in varieties of knowledge 3 novelties of wiſdom, 

infinities of inventions ;- mulcicudes of wiſe ſayings' and ſen- 

' tences, (morall,policick,and divinez) which' like ftars are every 
- Where (c<ttered:& ſhining in that Firmament: Betidet many noble ow 
1. ſieltionot excellent examples, provokingpetternscevery where (et 
Sueron-Jil torthgo excire the ſou} vo ſome impatience'ofenalation 2s the Viſto 
C-xf. ConlpcÞea ry oh Alexander the Great did C.xfar; or the viftories of Miliades did 
a qr 4 hemiſipeles, which would not ſuffer-himto ſieep;' AN theſe, ' ons 
ſua perieſus Grlliſhed with gallant: reſolutions , generous ations , rate events, 
ignaviem. ,. ſublime contemplacions,' (overaign - comforts 5 and” whflattering 
Sols fir fa cauntells ;:all which; ave till: enviebing theunſarivfied- ſou with- 
we & meg; | aſus abdipleaſures that never ſatiate,neyer periſh ave ever* out 
fudiorum && Ot envies, force, or fortunes reach ; as unſeparable from us, as" we: 
bone conſeier> - are-idom! our ſelves" For there are in ithis Pacifique Sea of Leatn- 
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progre- mleſſe Empire y'' Ir wh 
e:-70ft;- induſtrious: ſoul' once enpaped, is-6 
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423 The uſe of true Learning." 

| for the body, whoary one. thaſe,, mhomlataing hacks 
red for the common good. Fn pet It HinSLeeniaganditive, 
ſtudy ro'be onely acorch. to and wearled: minde upon; 
or a taraſſe to pleaſe a wanderin ſpirit, Is fRws variable and 
pretty proſpeCts'; or as. a Tower: tor a proudifou] to-xaiſe and. 
nifie it ſe]f upon, as Nebuchadnezzar on. bis 3 '@r 482, Fort: 
a contextious Sopbiffer to keep, i  adifputative war,.and Logicall des: 
fiance againſt alf the worlds or is it. "ao 2 £9VetOus than to- 
drive his trade, and get gain by the by: of ſome ancient. pirces-: 
Bur itis as a grand Magazine, and Storehouſe of all divine: 
and intelle&uall excellencies, affording to all -men, upon all oc- 
—_—_ appy advantages,by which to Elf Kone and adrnireble 


Greator,and alſo to farniſh both a aa, ther with whas may 
moſt conduce to; his temporall andeternall fclicicy : -Goodlearn» 


ing is neither a wanton Courtiſen, qnely, for dalliance and} lealure. 

nor yet a ſlave and drudge, entertained meerly for a ſordid. and, il-: 
* In enim ſpe- liberall profit 5 but asa chaſt and nobly hinge fe fon von ſweet ſo-- 
orange ciety and legitimate produftions, worthy of ſac 


Luch parents, areaſc -: $04 
mitas compen- able Soul and good Literathze, bappily c &d. — 


fat, L. Ver, gether. 'We' oft ſer, that moderate pF wavy" Aly fock 
*- ponariim of learning well managed, a'tain to be maſters. of, great. affaires ,; 


freraram "and becomeas uſefull, 'fo very deſirable in humane ſocieties in; 
petentes ver? 


Ei dormeys profticall wayes : others of more (Fowl he rework ſublime, 


1 ; oF Jearnin re nrot!leflſe i ® magnitude ,, but . feam ſub» 

Hen FT lunary things, having that in thefr height, and 
& in«niverſs £0 heaven, which they ſeem 'to want in their light and e 

nn reqmons tions downward; In borh, beſides the private, contents ov en- 
Jon onmy hf joy in the contemplations of reaſons, and, Religions , beauty. 
ho gyoentR wo - (both which*fair faces are beſt vi ds ted in the glaſſe of api 
hominamque*: - inp? they haves kinute of Enpirea 04 ahh 
enmniumImpere a}Þ men, in aftimes, who appear at thetr 4d 
teres eng#ſtiſ= 1 erite;fall under theircognizance, and ſtand tot hat cenſure, an” 


- 5145s nj paſſe upon 'rhem, both in preſentand after ages, either for vice, 
on wow: or vertue, lonoyr gr baſeneſſe, pallatery, or ar was 
R om. dicehs- | Aris and: Miſleary-power have carryed the *; 
th; 7 \ the Stepter, whiclr rules mens ies; = | 
*Celebr midi carried the PrieMly ſervice, and ih that a ge; 
RR hr; ee mens / ſoules -and conſciencesz None being, ever 
& ſapieniſini by the 1 ptr mm and a 1 Nags tg. ah the 
ſuns adbibendi * diſpenſe tes 'of the moſt wk , 
ohne ogutges eftcerned- whe Fi men; tt: the fc 
Jon Priefor Miniſter ſhould prove the reproach pfchar 
9”, _ he ſerves. © © 
[30k by »' 1mnightadde, if if any, colows Fra apo or 44," © th ov 


athert, more t | 
: not left usthe : benefit hs hor - L6/Þ e 


heritance of their wiſ# obſervations ; ' et Ek & of t 
pens? "which farte exceed thoſe Lands, an 
ces; Since the inthwrtall ?emmines 6 obo las - wile” it I 
dome, hononr, af verrue; reach uFto'' enjoy,” What" FEES me” 
we, onely, ſhould have had or uſed.; and to 20 where, elſe, *. whafſ nw ay ' 
ſhould have onely had & beeing , and bare exiſtence 'in the world, - ——_ 
not are mr —_— _ _ * = that is _ th town. 

for the body z but neither conlider i ave, NOT dic. - 
whoſebounty, nor to what end; toe within what bb Roof Multws diftat 
all things are to be uſed;” | 20 2" wh dhe: od} vilere,” 


& ſpe; pleerey diſeerey Privia cum bigs AN, ah propris {fe bi ping Sen. 
Theſe excellencies. kb, *bove”a Gere oF. 


ove Gn tai 
us, ivalf kindes, b Fe aus" fr edecelſourr , 
induſtry 'of rhofe fublin! , ave be  Jaf- = 
fer thoſe moody & of barforcinbcs Nd; $ 49 
by tine ad oth te BURY ary” 7 ip who rao” 
never thought It enough, for i to tf Wn ver... Cl, Ah... 
belly,ro ey 1 eo ſikiſe OG: btn A Uh} * prin enervis-t 
- dite PA ooh ot eur ei 48 fe: Blic diſftaining all ay ha niain 
= w,fen tar we bh or debaſements, "#9 

her; (when: ERC Vos "ief or tole) 'of their ſoules; dayly; are, ” recreus, YI 
raiſed up by generous, virtuous and religious exctituti0177, 20 advance their Val. Max: 4 
own and other. mens both mindes and 3 And.this,, not "Ub Mew” 
onely dirty this tratifient, ſhort and uncett ntfs amohg VE: "deochs Ge genes 
tals; but further by erefting living monuments in learned A; roſo vira in» - 
they fortifie againſt, oblivion; arm themſelves . a Iothe mprmdoa d dignum? i 
countefruite the undernrining s of time;  whic WE 
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47 WA 4 * deſpiſers of Learnirg,are ſure to dye*and peri y 4s Diuch, as; 


L. >, 'meric, and detire; who neither uſe,nor leave, nor deſerve any. tos 
Ms elwn ken or memoriall of Hterate induſtry ; ; by which ic may appeare, 
wwyunrG, that cither they ar others ever h Jets che than their Oxe and their 
DT Nercnes Aſſes doe ; , we "NY how ; ninch lefi Aug Gui x iey rs and 
94 OT not improvers. of vheir miudes z, by ſo mote to. 
p44 ba Folenn mr wholly frets Re Akon 
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"reproach of life hath, aid doth deny' them the advantages of per Bal 
diſetrage- * luch as is immediately acquired by the ſtudy Fo 7 | ſo 
ment to ; TSR For, eſs true. wiſdome js rhe ſame male e's, and may be 
ble Chrifii= obtained. inconverſation in part, we,woll ag Pu 4+ 
ans. they have:by Gods providence , . and- indulgence. to: them the 
-bletling of many learned oy Crock Minifters and others) 
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felis ;- which while - they bumbl y. and ems . fupply | 


helps which learned men afford them, chey:aalifay a00 


nt i Of gan MEeenle: \* 1 ook 
the gratefiel ſenſe; arid efferm\ kane of 7s n 
any of [ras men; hn NE th =O: Swe; they . 
doe, as it weres audit + ep Kat: 


nd are| chives 68) 
all love and'charicy i n N 
wo che fave kl, of whi 


partakers z being) diligent 
tet over them, ences tar On t 
by. chem 'y SE rar e ig 
aibers keeping rhen/ dof forl Ins icniſclyes mo 


ous, diſtance, they 0 
ſlver, buc by _ neplet — th of th i, ro 
tor ever. condemnet'to their ft | 


The wiſdom: of: C s ir 
tempered atie: di Pires, as" 
members aro uſeful?'Fr theit/ EY. 
for. the exce}tencfs of! thief Fitt 
mands of the eyer cannot well want te ay 
Nor are'the: nobjet ( OffaH8'0f the Soft 


mendavle inany* thing; 45' itr this TH * 
vient arr þ - q IG "" 


but: a9t. leiſe #f ds, . 
good, Nature bivverided' d T. 
tunable ignorance will make 

formed: body! :'1 whoſe te: nobag, * h 
I,were aut aoranafell | vF 


rage ns 6 = TW 6 


per, and wadnefit of, 
to blind wich: contem 


$3K3% 7 


i , - 
- | © A I 
/ age ;4 Th is 
4 Ly 
AY by 


"53 "2 
# 7 


Saves 
two Coat 


AK 


ex 0 
C0 12> % 


the big bs 
erp in, matters i 'd, rag: CES CEA þ NY 


4 Plea fer _ emfnniines bries; 
«With 
ho jqarvad] it- 200") 
aj" re 205 16s 
ofoehiefly in'Mieas 


ſe, be yery, ts that te muck'in; Haſs 


; otherw 
, & SE fl, ( WOeh needs” as little, . andde ryey as much commen. 


Toſh. r5. 16. 

K11iarb-ſepber : 
Civitas {tbri= 
yum {oy [11e14- 
147, 


& of to the refor; 


Fo 4s the. Soy iti the Firma t.) when Jitememberito how 
buy Al of tea abi! tres I For: Oy + eo den viighoſe »ley 
1 iſe ſuffitieticies 16 inthis hynd of 0 5 a9-lhavenotaulcty 
NO For Iſeefome off oh cn 4 = en the publique bondur 22d 
procefion of a Ges -ſephers Jebe fon oryeti me famous. aud flouriſhing 
Univ rſuies of this: Nation; Thetwo of ezer of this Charch 
d'$tate : F and che. fy, oo oe Were, theſe Antiminifterial 
fin ' which above 2 1tþ merge Ravens they aioutoplack ut; 
6Pf[oto. blirid, ; thkehey A: og be ofany uſe,cither co Eeartlg; 
eligi 


ralph Tp reſu © chat pol jy rue warh, Lear Honour 
Nees il neyer ſafer; eſe, ny. f 


litera} e | 
= Udon ED wt Lrediete ; 
Sgt i 


2 Sat pd. ors t 
ads -l-vnos bet alſbe 


ies, 


EE 'of whoſe be do a0 harky, 
| n" 


Sprcimen eft 
wentis res 
pub.ut diſcipline 

profe ſſocibus 
S amia opulen- 
1a pendagtur ,, 11 
Sym. 1. 73. 
Liitratura 
in firumentun 
eft ad emn'm 


many learned mei 
duly wei 4 


two gfe C 


2 47h 
\mockundvly , "wb ene wh ths Wi if WY : 


{rk any Pal, hd Re Yam 
ESI. wy rs 


Ti T1563 e103; 97K 


3,0: pwipentn ire 


mo 
ON veins 


aj Cn EE ESD EEE Bert 


the . 
generations are coducknoemillcomey bl bloud; Tv hath Ualenices 


which Hes pairited' for the brealt, *** 
mijed i Taff co: 'the wound ef pr Sing wg > vn he 
now Jying err dong: d tothe B 


*,, | honour to this Nation, Coniden, 


hand th bononraccts >oIr 
« epi bono a res o Fear | 


A rt y others 
ay, or le Bob hie'sf r 


434. A plea for the two Univerſuies of England. 
Suinfla & That the ſacred ſolitudes , the da mr r apy « leiſurer y the, 
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live to us, ſerforth in his Word ;.. and binding us with ve to- 
God, and for his ſake to one anather, by -ſo much Includes all. 

Libera eft a» true liberty, as it wholly confi iſts of Joye 3 Ip" PR Pte and fore 
pud Deumſer- 1s liberty; Tt being im oflible to compnanng 3, confen ith 0 « Id 
v/1445, 06-1 NON Jgye., which is (Komxeamey) the moſt abſo/ute Fool nk, 
-—= oe} as , and under no Empire but thatof God',. who .is love 
Auſt. liberiy : And our Liberty isthen-eruly Chriſtian Py ae which 
«Quo ſenior ably is delirable, becauſe onely true) when it isfch , as Chriſt 
qu;(q3 co ſolu- hath , purchaſed tor, and, hath revealed to his Church i in his 
rior, Gibe. Word; with which men muſt ſeriouſly adviſe, *and_ not wich 
ng theic own wanton and extravagant fancies; if . they would bee 
cnen generat informed what that liberty is, which onely becomes true Chriſtians, . 
[cnpiternim, who of all men have the leaſt ſoft licentionſaeſſe indulged to, the 
Chryſ.l. 114 1 finde there are no people more yehement be ne of, and 

,-.. +. lers for this, which they call Chriſtie: liberty, than thoſe ,. url 
tos! '. leaſt underſtand it; molt abuſe it themſelves, and are moſt. ime. 

Groſtickr pr: Patient to alfow_jt to others ; if once they get ſuch power as 
mi cages fhfts makes them 'ab!e to opprefſe, none are more inſulent , or. "lefle. 
in their Agape: tolerating thoſe things, even in Religion, to others,. for . 
ExtinZla luce/na they. plead. more of conſcience, both ag to Gods and mans La 
on ler: than, theſe objeftors themſelves cab doe. Nor can any, the 
1 Wicin © modeſt plea', for Chriſtian . be heard by thoſe wha ay 
crops iſta Remerly' ''o lowdly clamorous' for thenafne, when i 
infamia.3cor- did not either intend, or rightly .underſtand what the 
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Jewell, with which Cheri endowed his $ e Church, - 
and every true beleeven,' for whichthe Divel hath-not ſome coun- 
terfeit; nor is there-anys by which: be eb#us men 'more :cafily, ' 
and more to his advantage and che Churches detrioenc, than in |. _. 
the falſe figures and reſemblances of Chriſtian liberty. For as no »* x, o@- 
man naturally is willing to be curbed or reſtrained from any im- guiſquis probur. 
pulſes of his luſts; ſo neigher- can: bee: cafily learn. that Para- Serviredeoeft 
dox of true Chriſtian. lib:ny 3 yhich: conſiſts in; the ſevereſt.- rev **2iroperibus 
how from, fin; , and. the. exaRteſt icorfornities $9 the-will of & Join of 
' hoo 495) Folic tink og 6: l 
You. then, O excellent Chriſtians, well nnderſtand: with-me; That ”"_ 
as no creatures, Angels, or men, have that («v7») ſelf-ſubliſtence; 
nor that (dvnipxue) ſelt-ſufficiency,. in and of themſelves, which 
is peculiar to God ſo neither have that, (4rvrwIu rin) unreſponſi- 
Heneſſe to any other; nor. that (4wnZemr 2. independence or;-ab- : 
ſolute liberty in their will , - which- ownes: no rule: or meaſuse 
of irs motions , bug. its os own. good pleaſure. For 
as Angels and men depend wholly: upon- God for our nature | 
and being : ſo we muſt needs -be ſubordinate to: him, a8 our. 
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Whereas, no doubt, the true liberty of man is to be ſach, ing of our life, 
in his inward habits and propenfitier; alfo to doe ſach things 
moſt conflantly, chearfully, and' ks finfull impediments; 
_ arenioft proper an advantagious co the nature and excel- 
of men : conſidered both in it (elf, and its relations; as it 5 5 a9xke be x0 
in reference to God its Creator, and its neighbour ; when haves nf on 
a Chriſtian is free, to know, conſider, meditate of, underſtand , de | 
remember, and belecve what ever truths God hath revealed to him ; > Crop Ts.Flat, 
yea, farther when he is free to declare, and utter them in ſuch 4 A'wweorrn 
holy way,which charity,ſobriety,order and gravity allow.[t is no ivifu ao fip 
freedome for- a man to think what he liſts, in vain, erroneous or ripe v vie 
us tho z or to bole our and vent all his raw, 9%, Fav. 
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fo wich others, as may have ſome ſavour of reaſon, and religion ; 
an holy defire to learn, or teach in a regular, notarude, inſolenc,. - 
and imperious way the next liberty. is, to doe thoſe duties of 
play md harley, publique and private , which God hath com- 
manded one, not onely in general), but in ſuch reftrilions of 
place znd calling wherein God bath ſer them. 
[t isalſo true liberty for a Chriſtian. upon good grounds tO. Rev, 2+ I6, 
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is free the fears, terrours, judgements, curſes and wrath-of 0 
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puliticall or evil Law among the Jews, ſo far, as variation of 


times, 
and neceſfiries of affairs require for” the good of mankindez yet 
without: a the IN _ or charity in-them ; 


which 


Guo of Cinfiertibry he; 
Seivire dee, Joyes » 'Witen by rhe "wiſdorte' fof f oh Word: 
eſt ſcrvitus > ot Chriſt, being every owe per rhe ifordid, few r- ay, 
p-opter precepti £y}};imrangtements, we ol nf, ata Be. 
| * hate ug; and and dormoſ | hone mnt SY br 
gs + /i- as molt TAP IT ITO 3 
cenitaes, Auſt. Erith, #d Lavren. | | 


The will of Whoſe wiſe, bleſſed and @nevring wild, reveal 'hnYk holy 
Gotin%s being righdy Ufiderſtood, (ub ) the only 'certaitie” At 
IW.rd, the falliblerate; the flower Finns; which th g56d ChHRttt: 
ontly rule and regard, and follow, oralledge and pos in chis int of Ch 
meaſure of un Liberty; etther intermdlorexeertall ; Or 
mans liberty,, Aitary, 'or ſocidll ; in thoughrs, opinions, Jadg i<. 
encey ſpeech, a&ion, or mo—_ in'#1y Kind, h 
its from aty error;tranfpore,or Induſt ach 
1 Per, 2.16, from wy ovtkof mullcionſiteſſe ageioſt 6thiers, 'the ritore ie br Ut 
be counted and'called Gbriſtian freedom. ' 
"Am Thr me- As a man freed fronrthe di 'of Miditeſſe , wid 414 of the 
— £7 chains, and got out bf Bedkem, hath indeed, now, hivtrue7, 
mb van 04. #man; not to'rave und ſpeak, Abs, as 
OO merlydidin his diftra&tion-; bucto Uge all a ab 
Flaro..derep,r, Who is maſter of his wit and underflunding OT 
under 'themoſt irice', Fee gene vers of reaſon 
gion, the {awer of modeſty, manity, honour, ci 
and ſociay ; from all which thecoptivityof bis tu 
vnha freed him : Buc now the recovery woe: 
reſtores himto thoſedutiesand 
a min” 4nd a'Chriftian : Tt/is inercy'; which fs 0 607 
native wn thc fin and wrath; And which fees 'us 9, 


Rom. 8 21, grlcions —_— of Gold; Which is to k 
A aargevettim, Toelat d have tis: fr DATE 


'Bxavrele x;  ftians, tethink ang or qe Apr 
= the Satrirs in"ell and ſuch 


45 AG wh enjoyed ; which the Low ; 
le EE 
> 3s ;  biniſelfe is &ernally kh all ;" 


— . good withour any inpudimeitt. 
1d erin of pod wind 2 Pune bow imp gh,” 


— le torke lnavyelt chain of he Dill Tj tiny 
Of falle lib-7-" bondage, which hach eriterdd into matiyfoinl ; 46 
ty and true. "ar liberey confifts in _— pid 

ES OTD; HE ah 


x "FI" » mY Ow: + F- p 
2 Os i 4 vo OF, 
LS 


"Te tv falſe Liberty: © aght 

X cown Maſters, and had noLordover them: To fancy. that Api <HNo- 

- erin meal of modeſty, fear,ſenſe efhonotr Ree of —_ Plat. ds 

wuth,or conſcience —— puricy,picty or Fans {pen externall, ©? - b6. 

of eftabliſhed order, laws, juſt power, and goycrnment here wb 

either in things civill,. or ſacred, are encroachments upon , and *ExuSieia 

dminutions of Chr Liberty: The want of negle&t of which ig inueris 

limiters doth infallibly ſubje& usto the baſeſt, and moſt infamous #iv. 7 

po. nods, ee UE NES 
Whereas, no doubt, the true { of man is to be ſach, ; Ek 

in his inward habits and do te a allo to doe ſach things © RR 

moſt conftantly, chearfully, and withoue finfull impediments; 

which are nioft proper and advantagions to 'the nature and excel- __ 

lency of men : confidered both in ic (elf, and its relations; as it 5 waie bva- 

fands in reference to God its Creator, and its neighbour ; when myenle m6 NH 


a Chriſtian is free, to know, conſider, meditate of , ninderſtand , «PM ' 
remember, and belecve whar ever truths God hath revealed to him y 251 *6-Plee 
yea; further when ke is free to declare, and utter themin ſuch an, a ww 

holy way,which chariey,ſobriety,order and gravicy allow.ſt is no imifu tblp 
freedome for. a man to think what he liſts, in vain, erroncous or Yi v wie 
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undigeſted, raſhand rotten fancies, or irreligious opinions to.0- ET ae 
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N Prayers. cuum ſtd ad ti- 
modeſty, 'and humility ; - Trying: and We things, pen" 
with himſelf, by the Word, and che Spirit of God;-or Ercing. * ſal, 141» $. 
fo wich others, as may have ſome ſavour of reaſon, and religion; 
an holy defire to learn, or teach in a regular, noegrade, laflene. bk 
and imperious way : the nextliberty. is, to doe thoſe duties of. 
piety and charity, publique and private , which God hath, com- 
manded one, not otiely in'generall, but in ſuch reftrilons of. 
place nd calling wherein God hath ſet them. NS, 

I: isalſo true liberty for a Chriſtian. upon good grounds to. Rev. 2+ ro. 
hope for, and expeft that reward and crown, which God the Row.z. 7. 
righteous Fudge hath promiſed to thoſethat perſevere in well doing; *% - 

in that way are free ro enjoy all the comforts, priviledges, geo wy 
and Ordinances, which Chriſt hath inflicted in an holy. order and..Ctem. At, 
moſt regular way, for oar private, or publique good; a Chriſtian - 
is review rhe fears, terrours, judgements, curſes and wrath-of 0. 
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Liberty of Fuperienrs auf dnferiours, 
whieb are perpetuglly obligataries upon 'morall tall wen + 
From the mural lew allo 3 'Speilan 6. fo far free, a 40 its. 
rigour and exaftnelle of porfonall a&uall abedience ; the went 
of which in the leaſt kinde is condemnative , in is ſelf; ___ 
Rom. 7.16. {@g, as weare by faith ia Chriſt 3 yet are Wenvt a from cheappes»+, 
bation, and love ot the marall law,as ie is juſtand good; ner: :are. 
we from a conftant endeyour tv conform to its holine®, Bat Bbw 
as a requiſite to the juſtificationof a ſinner , but as a fruir of thag in 
our ſantification , which from taich and repentance brings forth 
love; and fram love of Goda ſtedfalt purpoſe, and reall endevgur: 
oe obey bey his holy commands in all thingsz which igour Erapgelin 
rfe&ian, and highelt freedom in this world ; which iz noe 
Rom 7. 23+ ol from f1 inning, but from a wilfull inning Alſae we ore free, 
Tob, 8.39. as to gur purpoſe andnew priced Fam et malice, uncharies- 
if => "_— free bleneſie, from thaſe envies, diſcontents, and worldly diſorders in 
hen ſhall you any inde, asthey bave dominion over meer natural aod-finkul} 
be Fece indeed, MEN 3 Being further. free (thats is willing, na Fo. eo.ſufſer 
Rom: 6. 7+ + what ever God is pleaſed $0 inflitt upon 1s, for » 
or honor,in the way of teſtifying to his try _ "_ alſo free from: 
a principle of love,ta yeeld ready obedience, as t9 Godoromengn 
Rom. 13.9- the Lyrds ſakg; what eyer man in-the name of Gods and 
Heh.13. 17. fteadrequires of ug,in order $0 Gods She pn g90d ngls, 
apd benefic of others, in avy foci Dn 
The grounds and. rules of w > nnlls,” mdevienll 
The Wery of in cizill and Church ſocieties, the op hach be] a—_ 
Superiours diretions ge rang in his Word : woing the 
and Inferi- Qlantiating, IG and applying * tho! (endl 19h 
HIS. wiſdom) *y yr charity, which aught.to be owned by inferior: 
and exer Jperiger, a$ governgurs in Church or Sige-s'} This 
Politick Heres admits of diyers variations o nehas 
ſtates, times, emergencies and oecalions, ta which C 
men, are ſybje& in this worJd, wherein hoyeſreedow may be ule 
- ſuch hoſe and get as.ſball pr a6 cond for the =_- 
fare,to thoſe in w ce power of giv 
5dezeven in that juſt power and authority wh Lye Godbathgirm1o 
over others,to rule allow no (ch gubernarive Ji 
ET EY. 
gran both: to Y, Magilirgtes, and 
reſtrain in many. t the private lidecty, of others for the 


beauty, or putrefattion from - ,perſeftion , for 

leeve Shocks lifts, though it be « «F+r1.0 or - 's dine wa 

Libert# o9ni it, though it beatruth of God; Ez 

ſerviteſervi= yayes of religion he moſt Cnckas has to op wh 

lior.BerEp.47+ pleaſe to dilatfeft, upon Tight, popular -- El 

Ymmoniy % or open'y to ſpeak and di pure what ever helita, __ Ir 
Xoghoz to att, according as his private perſwaſions,, paſlions, 

Se. intereſts, or other mens, tempt and carr bim; wherein neither 

bag Nx-enry Tight reaſon, nor common order, nor publique peace, nor conſci» 

iawSHeieas- ence Of duty,nor * reverence of men; nor fas recep for thvemen ſuch 

rr Cl. Al.94.2- ſerious, and holy ties upon men, as are 

* x Per. 2.17, 000d; In which ard private Chriſtians t> 48 to 

Heetica con- oy no yoake of Chr Won them ; no Pa her ones 0 patience, ſelf- 

denyall, mort boatias, kneſle, charity, oe p6s Fx 

together wich that comeline(ſe and decorum, which beſeemes 

Religion. and Chriſtian 4 ſpirit.;. beyond which. the moſt tr 

s ues. zeal may not expatriate : For that is no other than, wap: 

ome ome, as water enjpycs, ,when it overbears. and qverflow > 

a anka go and bounds ; or. as fire Gia « on the whole houſe ML 

Penes nos cram d mad in th 

Lain 6p men in their raarings, an men. eir T6 

cant ; pacem Hy ſuch as wild beaſtr,. and untamed Monſters 

cue _ ſach, as the envious and malicious dwvels:affet, andare ey Mc 

ruſcent,dum patient not- to enjoy : In whoſe mſtrilr:and_jawes the 

pwn T7 * wiſcom and goodne of God'( who is Potentiſfmum & 

pot” Aut Ter- «gen; the fountain of all true rationall, moral, religious and 

rul:de pre. ad. divine freedome) hath his hooke of power , and bridle of terng : 

Mz.c.a  nctof love 3 Such are thoſe liberties, which thoſe (. * primageniti Dies. 

Averimns «> boli prime birds of the. Divels brood, ſome inpugent | 

269: yAYv Jifſlute wreiches, now (as. of old) aim at.,. 

on, mT 54-4 dens of juſtice, order, humani yy 

as af or ery chat, is, that their blaſphemies, / 

ts Tons = ties, ſcurrilicies, pg, —_ violences 

a _ civil peace, as well as religion, 

wh as Miniſtry of the Church of Eng/ => ax tn not. a 

— tenaenced; porn eng IG rings 08! = 

ary _ duties, cp F 


WEE Edina, whe waY ofthis. ſe of Libertines, Irene. I. 1: Ms wm te ad 
principem deducam : ex leſciviewion Gnefticorwn, Nicolattarum & dimes Heret, .Icen.1. 1. 


True Chriſtians tiould be as fearfull to en the dels freedoms, 
oo not. which be bath, buc which he deftres;. that is, to will, and to 
whatever hell ;.), And. as cbey buld be nels {6r theic 
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Summa eff in the Lear "Thr, or Ana ; which: ok trons | 
pms = of abuſtd and "Wirthced which, tf wor 
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no/ «ft in ni- Privace orefivtifpb 
mis lenitare ſe and tionibns Ayers rep rom amny (4s 'the Fropy 


veritasy Regs Eyypt) to' the 'hfe n ho 
Jur. ahd defacing all things,” moron 


order, beauty, peace, h6 neſleand ptr een 
It 18 oft toolate difcerned (after 
renderniſſer imthis KindeY by MF ſober 
1956.33.21, - ftiore the happinefſeof thaikinde;” ro” have ic Fat | 
Hal.104p. the botinds, which: Cod in his "wonderfull - 
eo it, thar it retutn fot : in to cover theearch 3 ure 
that he harh eſtabliſhed by the light of Reaſbn,and the <dtrimande 
Nec toramſer- of his wyitten Word the ine Miniſtry and ng wa amy 
oy oy ., Obriftian'menz' by which es preſefve'ttue Chriſtian is | 
Pram fibers phear atid dat boutids' of Jil laws; "of ſoarldefrine, ' rue be« 
rate. Tacit. Jeevi well doing, orderly obeying; and eomely and 
hiſt.!,r, withall; to PE thoſe C—_ extravagancies (er 
to overthrow bath om and Miniftry ; ' Which "are the” 
e:nſer»dtorr of Oheiftians, in all honeſt and juſi Freedoms 5 
- "out wane ey qr He yy CO apo and/W4 
* rours make evAling all things) for thr thirk,, a 
inknelations ; oo Seb the divels -b- 4n 'the es} SES 
tings in the bofome of the true Chriſtian, and reſt 
thac ſo it might'it once be both # wt or and1 
The ufe of f- YOM Mfrs, ite contrary to the thatdnclent wort 
berry among” tf Chriftian Ret on which nate Chi of of woven 
-"aciene Obri- frjfh; and ſeverclivers;, allowing ſo mach! >E'1 
Sagem. of fleſhly, worldly,” and divellifh liberriestothemſe wy by: how - 
eVB27 3. mack they moſt enjoyed a ſpiritual, gratious; and: divite ow; 
<1 $9979 which 6 or 6 rg ns from them any -thore 
24 they it did rheir i plc ah ; and" 0" 5 'Hheſy wn 
Tir . 13; wayes pleaſed th denying 
roi ores hi erloes and ancyniely Mgr f'6 far-#$ c6\abſtainfrom 
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cn = appearance of evill } ndt onely in the edHfciunce of 'a 
—- ow Chriſtin, bartven ttiths of Heachens ; Sick az Hor only Re- 
Theſ's _P lgiany but coarman dart Ce ewe ns when 
_ c > > or mn, os places inthe Cn 


an any li of Reli ond what 
apy tn pope any der of Rligon beyond 

wal al by' patience, "rib. perſecuted Ker ore nt 

as Tertullian tels in his apology So wary they were- 
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be x » godly, and. Cn any- 

rote plegs, QC. wy ones dren £3 
loo with an nl ge, and ayer (rg 
"duties and jaſticycion ; wherein are 
roy Chothans yr gin 


ond which is in Fn vill Or rericomm agde> 
qr an puniſhed as a _ cis. Aut. 
Fg 


Ys Gen,21- 9. ; 


ny wor ys and challenge Mw nee 

this a}ſe and furious. Librys _— on Prrg "—_— eir firs 2.Per, 2, 19, 

and in iy hondagano eo. their orruptlorss ifdparient of avy reſtraints, 

but thoſe of their own wils,"interets and; fancies 4 yea and this 

aqponyy awe like the ane oe fore Giden dbimeteb) whe ones Tud. 5.5, 
but get power, makes no. conſcience to. deſtro all che law- 

full b heirs of erue religious liberty» are poledſed 

peace, charitys. arder's 8 | 

i 0 oy Inn t90g 

prefanly. chought by 


their dr dome when « once th 


Twordindte mh 
._ _ with all modeſty, , and reſpet to hive 
the fu! fruition © =Y eaven ;) ) ickaine — iogioen 
abuſed by thoſe bold and filtly ; who like the inordinge 
manſters of Gibeah, will never think rheir licentions luſts are, wn __ 
cill they have killed the Levitey-concubine : Deftroyi Khan bee 
true Chriſtian liberty (which is preſerved- onely by penny 
government both inthe Church and State) ae; they. profticute 
eruchs, duties, inſtitutions, Miniſtry, and Mapiftracy to 'all 
AFfentem in Tanner of infolencies and confuſion'; as if Chrifiians were never 
cn; muncitie free enough,-till they were without/all ſenſe of fin and P 
Angelum dict- till they nei ieher ſoars Ged,nor reverenced man z til] chey had b 
bant & invc'> all the bands of civill juſtice, and caſt away the cords of all _ 
poroohy or a ligious diſcipline from chun zas the ner er »Ophiter, Adaniter 
Ham operatio= And others of old. | 
rem ſine tremore 
ore abire eperationts quais me nommare quidem fas eff. ren. 1 I. Wd. prom Cainitis, Judaits, 
Obits 
Which moft inordinate liberty is no more to be enjoyed'or de- 
fired by any good Chriſtian, than that of the Demoniack: who 
Luk..8. 29, being oft bound with chaines and 'fettere, yet brake them all, and 
was' driven of the Devill intodeſerts, among che graves, often 
daſhing him a ow the ſtones, and him into fire and wa- 
rec. Such wil be the Jad fate of ever riſtian Church and 
Scate , which either $, - Or tolerates any ſuch- impious,' fa- 
natick , unlawfull, and unholy liberties ; contrary tothar pu- 
rity, equity, order and decency; which is neceſſary to that re- 
ligion which they profeſſe as Chriſtian. Therefore no wonder 
it the Lord by bis wacds and his true Miniſters daily je 
this unclean fpiritz and ſecks to caſt one of this *Church ſach an 
untamable Divell, which hath already got too much poſſeſſion in 
many mens mindes;' who are eto deifie every Diana, 
image come downe from heaven, if it be bur ſer up .in the lr 
ſhrine of <his RY goddeſſe Liberty; which of all þ 
conſecrated 'to wilpar adoration, T can leaſt of 
*thar, which fo co have EET” -drhiy's 
to Piety, equity, purity, or caarity 
| PE rarkyoo "ſervant and-votary of that 
.true and divine Liberty, which ay wn porn ye 
truth, e, order,and hotinefle amon ment: 5 Private 
| regards both-in Ch ) this 
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Yer this falſeaud dannabie lbery is 
tended for, and iayperiouſly claimed in 
that they, or yn men, -_ Ag moans 6 to Relig 


rs, Cr ms + 
they pra they doe 
mous, Gr into > pp part 


ar yo ar (ne wn > of dy 
Conſeiences,,an meeknefſe —_ are mo 
keps within Chcifts boueds; ;and laatheſt to take! any 
ther ia opinion or.,mapnerss- ependibie toi truvh 
Word, as. cerky £0 thepubl poco O 
rk Habs Fo an oe. makes Chriſtians 3 ; 
£9 z&ithey Minifters or Magiſtrates j:wwhoſe] tne * 
fideligg: 4p hems, will leaſt rolerute” ty ecrot;.oc- livin them twitls., 710% gradus 
nee eargin« 
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that are truly ſuch diſorderly and. gi 7 © HERINS 
I' conceive it moſtclear and Mera ug | t. Reaſon In and. 
erue Religion, that the prudence, piety, andcharity of Governors 
in Churchand State ought to move in that mi y , between 
tolerating all differences, and none, in matters of Religions Te 
in men are variouſly to be confidered, according to that pn 5a 
which they own, and make of Religion ;. Sure noneare- to beto. 
ferated in blaſpheming, or inſolencing thac relipion, which is efta- 
bliſhed by publique conſent or laws, and which they in. 
common with others; being in this ſelf-condimnned and without 
excuſe; Nor are any of a different beleif, to what is. eſtabliſhed, to. 
be tolerated in giving any fafious and ſedicious ſcandals, again. 
that Religion, which is by the wiſdome, and piety of any Na« 
tion, and Church there ſetled, as ſacred ; being always pre 
thac it is judged the trueſt and beſt: for no men can be ſuppoſed 
ro _ themlclyes, and their poſterity to any: religion, which they 
. think falſe. 1 - + y | | 
Two wayeref- There aretwo wayes of coercive: power (eſtabliſhed 'by God) over 
juſt reſtraints men, tin mateers of religion, eicher of the- Word by Ecclefiaſticall 
in theGhnrch. admonitions, reprookes and cenſures; which onely reach thoſe in 
: Tim.5.20, matters of error,or ſcandall, that are under the ſame form, beleif 
Tit. 2.15. | and proftellion of. Religiong.( for theſe onely dove nfs them): 
Tir. 3-46 * And where this diſcipline is (as-in primicive times it was) right 
1 Cate 5. 12» - dfpenſed with geaviey,. wiſdome, charity, and due folemnity,by wiſe: 
and worthy men; |it-carries a great weight with it ,- being in the 
1-.By Chureh- nameand authoricy: of feſus Chriſt ,, and} is of excellent- uſe to 
diſcipline. the well being of the Church of Chriſt to preferve the honour 
| | of Religion ;. and credie of Chriftianitys - Nor is'any thivg- of 
- extern order, and policy, more worthy t& be ſerioilly conſidered 
..: and reſtored by Chriſtians ; which can never be done, till the 
right governwent of-che+Chourch'be.firſt- ſetled 3 "hor" cart this 
now be done, without the favour and concarrent autho- 
rey of the 
In 
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- Mayiftr phage ai 
ofthe Church a6 by wan; A. and the cenfures of the Map1- 
trace. by ajuſt» ſeverity 3 yer: fo, 'as neither Tove to the offender ; 


dification , not-to 'the deſtruQion of the Church ,- or! of any 
member of ir, 10. farre as irs; welfare" is confiſtene with'the pub- 
Neither civill, nor Charch power 'aniong Chriftians ſhould 
be as a ſharp and bard rack, daſhing preſently allin pieces, thar 
touch or ſtrike at ic in-the leaſt kinde , though never ſo mo- 
deftly differing' from the received /Religion; nor yet” oughc 
they- ro be'as pillowes and cg ; yeelding #6- {if # reception 
to every new opinion and prafti z asto invil aff erraure, un Nno- 
velties to a-recumbency, or-reft in their-boſome;” A Church, or 
Chriſtian State, - will ſoon befull of all noiſeme vermine, If they 
allow as a work of charity and I'berty , every ford errur, and 


beggerly Yip Yan he lodge, and neftle nnder their rook;' 


yea and to' contend 
is eſtabliſhed ; © Chriftian 
raſor br two- edged ſword 


for place; and crowdout DO | 
frates fliould neicher u rd/-=t 
the Spariſh' Taquiſion; which for- 


profeſſe which that, they hold not; nor yer ſhould they content 
themſelves with the wouder daggers of Anſterdam; where civi11 atttho- 


rity excuſes ies luke , and gilds' over its tolerancy of any 
Rd ion, with wow hp trade and commerce. 1 doe rep 
think it Chriſtian to extirpate Jews or Turker, much Icfle of 
Chriſtian profeſſion ; but Ithink it both wiſdome and char 

firſt,to endeavour by all fair means to convince all; And ſecondly 
to reſtrain by juſt penalties, all thoſe under civill ſabje&ion , 
(however ofa different religion }from ſaying; or doing any ching 
publiquely ſcandalous to,and derogating fromthe honor, peace and 
order of that Religion, which is. eſteemed, and therefore ſetled, 
as the beſt and trueſt*- As civill ſcditions and treaſons are In- 
tolerable, ſo are religfonz "nor are fuch endeavours venialf,which 


by printing © blaſphemous "borkgs and- divelliſh Libels frek cor revive © 


old rotten errortand heretiesz/ or to: bring publique reproach, 
and ſcorn apon the reformed Chriftien Rrl-gion in 'this Church : 
no 1i6t although thoſe infamcus ' pamphlets were attended with 
learned tonfutations ſince it's fater t5 forbid the uſe of poyſonr to 
the incautious people, thanto permitthem to-drink them up,up- 
on confidence &f' the virttie; which oay be in the antidvtes applyed; 
| Thenattire of man'is proner to imbibe nxioue things, then eo ege(t 
them: It. is a tempting of God to'tolerate evils and errours 
( which we may prevent) onely _ confidence of the remedies 
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ceth withterror, cither to » What men hofd for truth; of to' 879fie tolerani- 
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Religion, in- matters of 
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hey. : 
doe | bs Fae) £9 Py thoſe hings, as.to the externander, 
Min reſaſon Religions: both in daQrine and du» 
Sk Lend in their- con(Gience : judge; and, condclade. 
n the beſt. advice of learned andgodly. men, to bemeſt _ 
wp the will of God, as moſt clearly grounded the Word 
in the generall tenor and analogy of it; andas moſt fundawentalh 
ey, to be belcived nd odryod an all Choi all Chriſtians 3 wherezo the 
ck beleef and prajife, of Churches, (.mare,or ,lefle 
agreeing) ;gives a great light' and dire&ion. / Chriſtians; muſt 
not .be alwayes toſſing to and fro in religion, but. cometo-an An+ 
chor of fixation, as to the publique j profeſſion ; elſe pm 
hardly be any civill peace, preſerved among men : en. 
dure, "and ſooneſt quarrel upon differences in Religion,cac being 
prone to-value his 0wn,andcontemn anothers, - 
Theſe things of publique; piety y thus ones ſeed by Scriprare 
Kula re: eff- npon good andy ag by al inginpaindt ugg | pts. pe 9 
Gucius homme? © (, be made known b bene pee dy to the ;: for @ 
- Chriſt bath ordaii $7 wy | 
z, and{o weſt 
nerve nouvgs: 
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be convineed, and fo to conform 'to the « Pogue profeſſion © 


Religion I doe not think, that | of / piys 22 Secomer 
Ho t tc "i prey ter or. CET 
in Religion, ::of w ich/ are 'an ts 
yet may they, hu in juſtice, * and charity, b | to' their 
god iy -wrh that they _—— under - org. either 
rudely » Write, or nit; or openly ond (mers 
and diſturb ; or contradiftand; conteran an the Religion P dliquel 
profeſſed, and eſtabliſhed. 6 
And however the welfare. of this e is not ſo thnceiited; 
in what men privately bold, as to their $ and” opinion, 
(thougbts being as the s of another freer wor!d; yet when 


they come to be' broughe forth co Ro notice in word or Facientis culpays 
deed, 'they juſtly fall under the care, cenſure” borh of the obtimer, que - * 
Magiſtrate to reſtrain thein;' as relating to the/good of conmy- 99d Prior” 
nity z and ofthe Miniſter to reprovethem, az his duty and Sachin Dans 
rity is in the Church. Reg. Iuc, 
If in lefler mars. which are but the lece and fringe of the ho» 

ly veltment, the and Suburbs of Religion eftabiiſhed, Chri- 
fliansidoe ſo "di and differ; as NY Ee Ba Pa 
tal abs, neither the Majeſty of God; or of the Lord 51. poi op 
[ow Gif y, or of the'bleſſed- Spirit; or the authority of the ,,,4 chnfti- 

y Scriptures nor breaking the bounds of clear morals ; nor ane religions. 
viel ing the order of the holy Miniſtry of Chrifts Church, which Gerard.” 
# the very binge of "all \Chriftian Religion ; nor yer wantonly diffol+ prac wor i 
ving that bond'of Chriſiiemcammnim- in point of extern order, __ Evo 
peace, and comely adminiftrations of _ ings : other private one of the die+, 
differences and diflentings, mmm ge 19 fairly tolerated, as exer-= vels politic. 
cſes of charity; and: ; wherein yet, even the MIXIgIch. - 
bf, as well -as greater” es. ariſe in Religion 
are my m to "be publiquely- rn kr folemn]! Oe 

OILY 66 compoltd, ently, 
_ _o to : iffaes are aq /qmra 4 ik. 
x than o_— once LHeers, and Fiſtalas. | 

[am confident, wiſe, bumble and charieable Chriftians, in pub» #8: 
lique eminency of power, ard piety, would not fitide tr ſo bardg The mean 
wetter (ag it hath been made, rae, pt wife nec? -paſſions, between Ty- 
and intraftableneſfie:of their ſpirtt efly by other in- ramyand To- 
tereſts, carryed on, than that of oy true Religion, and poor: teration, 
people ſoules} if they would ſet to it in Gods name, to reconcile 
M m m 3, ery 


The men between Tyranny and Tolerttion,” 


the many and greateſt religiousdiffedences, which are among 
Chriſtian and reformed Churches 4 if they would: fairy ſeperate; wo 
things are morall, clear and neceffary - in Religion , + trom whar 
are - rudemnia!l, decent or i - pon remove from -both 
theſe, what ever is paſtongte, popular and-ſnperfluous, in any wa 
which weak men call, and countReligion ; if the meny heated th 
dra of mens luſts, paſſions, and ſecular ends were once cat off, fo 
that no ſacriledge, or covetouſneſſe, or ambitian, or popularicy, 
.or revenge{hould ſowre, and leaven reformation ; or obſtruft any 
harmony.and reconciliation z ſure the, work; would not be ſo Her- 
culean, but that (ber Chriſtians might be eafily acisfied ,” and 
fairly lay down-their ancharitable cenſures, and danming diſtances. 
Inſtmces in It iscafic to inftance, in that one pointof Church government, as 
Church Go- to the extern form; what unpaſlionate ftander by ſecs not!, but 
vernnent. it might calily have been compoſed, in a way, full of order, 
counſell and fraternall conſent, ſo that neither Biſhops as fa- 
thers, nor .Presbyters as brethren, nor people as ſons of the Church, 
* uh; wetus in {þould have had any cauſe to bave complained ,' or envyeg, or 
dew nyibigravi- differed ? So in the eleftion, triall, and ordination of Minifters, 
1s bonefia, & alſo inthe uſe, and power of the keyes, and exerciſe of Church di- 
diligentia alto ſcipline; who in reaſon ſees not z that, as theſe things concern the 
rocky % ad. £90d of all degrees of thefaichfull in the Church, fo they mi 
1,Fioexplorata , (a$ In St. Cypriar's and all primitive eimes_) have beren ca 
07 communtca= ON in ſo ſweet an order, and accord, as ſhould have pleaſed” and 
tiedeliberata, profircd all ; both the Ordainersand the ordained; with thoſe, 
promo up. tor whole ſakes Miniſters are ordained ? So in the great and 
beg <A ſacred «dminiſiratim of the myſterious, and venerable Sacra- 
& apparitio de= ments , eſpecially that of the Lords Supper 3 which concerns moſt 
v&a,e prof Chriftians of years: how happily, and cafily might competent 
fro modes, knowledge, an holy profeſſion of ic, and an wnblameableconver- 
my ni fationbe carried on, by both paſtorsand le, with Chriſtian 
Teril.a4 Order, care ard charity z ſo as to have ſatisfied all thoſe, who 
Hzr.c.43.... make not Religion a matter of gain, revenge, gg nr dts. 
Rion ; but of conſcience and duty,both to God, and their neigh- 


Secular in- 


Gn the veſts Ours and their own ſoules? which was the harmonious way of 
of the Church, Primitive Chriſtians in perſecution, when no State Celtions crowd 
the purer ſtreams of that dofrive, government, and diſcipline 
which the CLurches had received, from the divine fountaines; and 
.bad preſerved ſweet amidſt the bitter ſtreams, and gr et 


of perſecution; when no intereſt was on foot among 
but thatof Chrift's, to ſave ſouler; which did eafily keep together 
in humble, andhoneſt hearts, picty,, and humanity; 'zeale, and 


meckneſle ; mens underſtandings, and affe&ions z confaney in fun- 
Haimentall cruths, and twerancy in lefler differences ; Thar _ 


Trae tamper in Chriſtian Government; 
eqce, Order and Unity might kifſe'cach other, andas ewing' 
np , the foundations remain unviolable, while the fo 
&ures might be varied as much as bay and ſtubble are from r-Co+ 3. 223 
pid and filver;That the faictof Chriſtians mighe nor ſerve to 
or nouriſh feuds,nor Chriſtians, (who are as linesdrawn from fe-' 
verall points of faiths circumference, yet to | the fame center 
Chriſt Jeſus ) mighc ever crofſe and 'thwert-one another, ro the 
braach of charity': bur ill - keep the wnity of the Spirit, in the 
bond of peace: The ſame Faith invorivble, as once delivered ts Epheſ.4-3, 
the Saimy; yet with thoſe latinuder of private charity , which Gods ? 
indulgence had allowed to true wifdome, 'and which an inoffen- 
fve liberty grants in many ings to ſober Chriſtians. 

[ doe not deſpair, bat that ſuch bloud may one day yer run 
in the veins of this Church of England, ( which is now almoſt 
fint and ſwooning "_ lofſe of nuch blond,” which civil wars 
and ſecular intereſts have letout )wyhich may recover it to ſtrength 
and beauty, both in do@trine and diſcipline: Yer will it never 
be the honour of thoſe men to'effe& it, who truſfonely to mi. 
ligry force; or intend;eIther to ſet up any one violent aftion,or 
a looſe toleration in religion. Ie will be little [cfe indeed than 
a miracle of divine mercy and Chriſtian moderation; which muſt 
recover the ſpirit and life, the purity and peace of this Church. 

In the ſailed Church , or State Chriſtian, I conceive is O- 
were a happy and moſt convenient way for calming,and compoſing alt An excellent 
differences rii;ng in Religion,to have as the Jews had their Page way for unity. 
kedrin or great Aſſembly) if' we in Englend had ſome ſetted Sy- and peace in 
nod of: ſolcain Convocation, of pious; grave and learnedmen ; the Church. 
before whom all opinion} ariſing toany difference, from what is 
once ſctled, ſhould bedebared þ gray deliberated of ſerj- Twiſe 2'year- 
oaſly, and cbaritably-compoſed; if-nor definitively determined; LIE m_ 
that ſo the main truths may. be preſerved" unſhaken , which con. as 5" 04g 
cern faith and holineſſe, on which. grounds peace and'charity in every where the Bi- 
Church ought tobe continaed'; Se that none under great lbops and*c- 
ſhould vent any doftrine it” publique by preachingor prin h 
different from the-/received and clitabliſhed way, | 
qurinted that Confiftory or Conmcell with ic , and 


456 True temper in: Ct 
| truth ; and that he preſume nog. Mut 


private conference to others, —_ 
manner. 


of right hg moreaha belatveor 44 

neſſe 7 cy is to. be vis nets ealily 

honeſt Jimplicity privately dl , upon plas 

barmleſly erring , wichout delign ; and that. tur 

which pride is reſolved as, a dry muſe.t0 briog vp up b 

charge andtrouble of others F dang; ; Bovell ; ESE 
which an adulterous or wanton i lifts. to bring 

there be no milk for it inthe Few Oo, aka ms 
underſtood. The ficſt is as Foſepbour his way; W 

deſiring to be direfted ; whom it is charicy £9 + porn 

way» . The ſecond is like, fturdy Vagabor 

their way'z; but. ſeek to: ſeduce: 9 | 

murther them; theſe ought to be juſtly puni( | 
The firſt is as cold water, which may dabble and previ one 


publi 
dn betore ic. have Ihe fire, a 
: | Ft 


monly pertinacy of men ariſeth more 
applauſe, which we by think dy have got 


er Ty hl 
£77470 quam wane wiſe and impartiall men, ain 
ſnag their learning, gravity, and integrity, will be Go ſe 490k; "ho 
_"Y will bardly ever after thrive or pread., , 
De Nerve di- Th , or. the like care of Chriſtian: 
fum.Res inſocke j. [. reſtraints, , chariteble convidtions, a 
_ 7m > Fallies, and - foot rs ianovations,in Sg 
liberttatem, wy dei 


Tacir, | 


3-nay * Phyſitians os- 
red rom og ore of their art bh experiences, 


morsand imputations of —YY thaſethac ave fol 
” per rye Aa Auſt, By, 165, -* 


fs. # 


True temper in Chriſtian 'Goveramend. ” iy 
when they are forced 'to uſe rougher” Phyfick, "and fach ſeverer Math, y. 10. 
medicines, Lhich the diſeaſe and heaftly ot the Partent doth 6. Bleſſed are 
ceſſarily require of them,: unleffe they would flatter the diſeaſs, ***Y.*har are 
to deftroy the man ; or ſpare one part, to ruine the whole hos qpune-7 1p wa 
I; is indeed an * hating of awr brother, and partaking of his fin, and i© righceouſneſle 
z perſecuting of bis ſoul, ro let him hunt the dwelt ſuit, wirkour check; fake, 

and to follow thetrains of errour, by which he leades men to per= $teriler fugien- 
dition; when it is in our way of charity, much more in out placeand de fun; paſſ 
authority co endeavour to convert, or at leaſt ſtop him fo, agotherg 97% Aut, 
may not be perverted by him ; Good husbands will not forbear for. * Lev 19. 17, 
their lowd crying to ring and yike thofe Swine, which they ſee Non omnis qui 
doe rootup the paſtures, bresk through the fences,and waſtthe > parcit amian 
yer ſtil] they leave even theſe beafly treedom enough, to feed them eſt,nec omnis gui 


felyes, and live orderly, but not mifchieyouſly, __ 


: am ſtueritate 
diligere,' quam cum lenttate dccipere, Auſt, de coercengis Hzreticis, Ep. 4%, vid, Peiperdlie nen 
guid pateris ſed quaye, (F quo: meds, Lad, Inſt, |, | 


Although the man in every one isto be treated humane'y , and 
the Chriſtian Chriſtianly, wit all rcaſon, andcharity ; (becauſe 
the Creator is to be reverenced in every creature, and Chriſt in every” 
Chriſtian ) yet the Beaſt or Divell (which may be even*in regene- 
racd men_) muſt be uted accordingly ; «bat the man may' be pre- 
ſerved, though the other be reſtrained : as we do, without injury, 
to thoſe that are mady or demoniack; to whom if ſober men ſhould 
allow,what liberty they atfe&,cry out and ſtrive forzict were to proclaim 
themſelves to all the world the madder of the two; And none would IE. 
have more cauſe to repent; (when they ceme to. themſelves ). of ,,,, 174 
thoſe indulgences, fondly granted theniz which they (poore' ew ): gratis apum. 
ow not we uſe, but to their 6s —_ onber harm, ' In= quanto mnwfib 

ole men cit their private li to the publique diſcre- 9&4; pepe-c:ſ= 
tion and _— will nor, phe Spar nm the pub- - Oe: 
lique detrinient , and the injury of others; - which co preyent or \; phy nl 
hinder is the bighei# work of charity. None bat ſons of Belialzthat iss tifFant cir 
of ſuch as will not indure the yoke in Religion;cicher in piety,puricyy comcBiones- 
or charity, nor ſuffer others: to enjoy the benefit of ir-in peaceand reduced by juſt 
order, can deſire ſuch. a * freedom, as will not. indure the Lord punifhmencs 
for their God, nor man for theic Governour 3 who ſeek tobreak 17,,02%* 20 
the ſtaves of beauty and of bands on their Shepheards heads ,0r $0-wreſt from iheic fem. 
the keys our. of cheir, kh Sa wild afſes would. be-lcit to ferd iy ditious whe 
the wilderneſs of their own barren fanciet,and co ſputſeup' the winde »<fles + 
of their: own-. ox. others. vain opinions, till they are ſtarved, * Sajuricefſ 
anddeftroycd,rather than be kept in guod paſture, with duc limitBe wn deber que) 
nf in alierum injeries vivere neſeis. Reg. lur, * Add libtte effe vebuns na; ner; Dewny, babere wala 
Dominam, Aift, o 
Nnn There 
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Hb; r01 eſt ve- 
ritas, merito & 
talis eft 4iſct «+ 
plina. Ter. 
Tudg 21, 21.. 


Rom, 13, 


Exod, 2r; 29, 


70+ 
Such Tolera- 
tion is but a 


ſubtil] perſeeu- 
$10. 


* The Mani- 
thr:s forbad ro 
pull up any 


Of dangerous Liberty and Toleration. 

There is a danmnable and danming Liberty , a 'Toleration which - 
the Divels would enjoy ; who p-Sory yy Ci deftroy all 
on which is any Inzge of the Creators 
weighty chains of Gods omniportency., -were not u 
both immediately, and mediately, through that wiſdome, 
courage, and authority, which he gives to Chriffia: 
and Miniſters, to rchiſt, and to bind up Saten. It they thenthatare 
thus furniſhed by God, with juſt power in Church:and State, ſhoald: 
leave the things of God in watters of Religion (as out wardly 
feſſed) to ſuch liberties , that all men may run which ways t 
pleaſe, of ignorance, errour, atheiſm, prophaneneſſe, blaſphemy, being ſe- 
duced, and ſeducing others , if they take no care, that Younger 
bee catechiſed , and others duly artend the publique f 6 
of that religion, which is eſtabliſhed, and which they fill pro- 
feſſe; if they ſhould neither ſtop, nor reftrain any man in any 
courſe of opinion, or prattiſe, which he cals Gonſcience, withone 
giving any account of Reaſon or Scripture for it to thoſe in Authori- 
ty; Certainly ſuch an intolerable Toleration,letting every one doe, wht 
feemes right -in their own eyes, in the things of God, and onely to 
look exadily to civill intereſts and ſafety ; -is to make Magiftratick 
power, which is Gods Ordinance for the good of mankinde, to con+ 
curre with the malice of the Divelr, and that innate folly, vanity , 
and 'madnefſe which is in mens hearts, to the ruine of fimple m 
titudes; who cannor fin, or miſcarry eternally, in ſach finfull it- 
berties,irreligions and tolerations, but at the cot and of 
the Magiſtrates ſouls; if they be Chriſtian, and are perſwaded of 
the truth of that Religion ; as we read the mefter became a tre. 
paſier, or murtherer, and was put to death, who knowingly ſuf- 
tered his petulant Ox to enjoy ſuch a. liberty, as ended in the damage, 
or deſtruftion of his neighbours goods, or life. 


A tolcration of any thing as to publique profeſſion among 
Chriſtians under the notion of Chriftian liberty , is bat the direlt 


fineft, and ſubtilleſt way of perſecution ; for he is as ſure to gain 


by —_ —_— , _— doe, by thehusbandmans, or Gard: 
ners negligence or lothnefle to 'pluck them up, for TOE WY 0 
the corn or-good plants; which when thiy ale Kt x Maes. 
eo be but weeds as they are nos poſſibly to be puld up by mans hand, 
asto the privateerrours and hypocriſies of mens hearts, which are 


weeds our ofa' to be left to-the great Fudge and Sexrcher of hearts; © fo. nor may 
field or garden. they © an og pulled op by every one, that- ſees them”, Jeſt in- 


Auſt. de Mani. $ 


Agrum ſpin's 
purgart nefas 
putent, quod 


plante ſentiunt, 


oneto the good-ſeedz but yet they *are' not ca 
and ſluggiſhly to bee ry a to * 4 ner Boheme 
planes; As if nothing were true fixed and certaine in n 
nothing hereticall, corrupt, and. damnable in opinion =” 


4 


- 


Some Tuler8tion wi ſubtilh Perſecution; 459" 
arine 4 vothing immoral}, unlawiull, andabominablein praiſe; 
nothing perverle, uncharicable, and uncomely inſedicions; ſchiſms 
and ſeparations. d £4 Mo 

We read frequently the zeal, care and courage of Magiſtrates, 
Princes and Prieſts awong the Jeme, much commendys for re- Herchiah 
forming Religion; reſtoring true wayes of piety 3 ſuppreſſing all 3 Chron, 29, 
&buſes in Keligionz Certainly ic is not Jefle a duty, nor Tefle pleafing 74þ1b,' 
to God now, among Chriſtians, to take all care: that"the' name of * ©Þ:00.34. 
Chriſt be r0t blaſphemed; nor the way of | truth perverted, orevill 
ſpoken of. We read alſo the Spirit of Chriſt reproving as a 'preat fin- © 
and omiſhon of duty, that indifferency in. the Angelsofthe Chur-' ney., *. 
ches of Pergamus and T byatirg  tolerating any chiogs and condem-* 20. a 
ning nothing; the one ſuffering thoſe, -that held the do@rine of 
Balaem, and the impure Nicelditans, who taught all: libidinow tmpu-' Irene. l, x, 
dicities to be free for Chriſtians : the other for tolerating Fezebel,un- 
der the colour of a Propheteſſe to ſeduce the 'ſervants oft God. The 
Apoſtle Pau! commands ſome mens mouths ſhould be ſtopped ,' Ti. r. 12 
who Yau perverſe things in the Church; wiſheth thoſe cut off; that' Cal. 5. 12. 
troubled th:m : He gives over to Satan: Hynenens and F bilztus, that 1 Tim. 2, 26. 
they might learn not to bla 3 Denouncerh agrievous curſe or Gal.z, 8. * 
| Anathema to any that. ſhould preſume to teach any other DoArine > 
than the Goſpell ; that form of ſound words once delivered to the” 
Church , which:is qccording to godlineſſe; He tels us that there is not 1 Tim. 6.3. 
onely a word, but a” rod, or power f coercion left tothe Church ;* 1 Cor. 4.2, 
and its lawfall Paſtors or Miniſters, for the edificetion, riot for the* 


(wie flowed leverall ways, yet from the ſame fountaine, God ) 


c ſo farremeet again, and unite their amicable ſtreams, of Magt- Kn/9<gom Tia 
ſratick and Miniſterial), Civill and - Church power , as not to- - ” Ln 


* As Enſebies 
tels in Conſtare 
' tine the Greats 
time, who 


Nc © good govern= 
nn2 bleſſings, ment. 


Tolerations of all Religions. | 
bleſſings, as every Chriſtian hath a ſociall cepacityy” fo every lawful 
Magiſtrate, and Miniſter hath according to their places, and 
portions, a publique duty, and authority upon them, to ſte Juſtice 
and holigefle, truth and peace, civill fan&ions,and divine inftitu- 
tion?, purely, and rightly diſpenſed eo inferiours, for whoſe good 
. they ac of Gudordained. ; ES 
1. If there were indeed no rule of the written Word of God, which 
In what caſe Chriſtians owned as the ſetled found.ction of Faith, 'the ſure meaſure 
erſvly tolerati- of doftrine, and guide of good manners in religion, both pub. 
on of any thing ]jquely and privately ; or if there were no credible Traditim, de- 
in Religion ]iyered by wordof mouth,and parents examples, which men mi 
were ll. imitate tor the way of Religion, revealed to them by God; which 
was the way tefore the flood; but, "op one' were to expet dy, 
cither new inſpiraticns ; or to follow the difates of his own private 
fancy and reaſon; Nothing then would be more irreligiows, then to 
deny all freedom, publique, as well as private; nothing more jaſt 
than to tolerate any thing of opinion,and ſpeculation which ary one 
counted his religion ; yet even. in that liberty, of ing and 
wandering in the dark , when no Sun of certain Revelation (divine } 
had thincd on mankinde, the very tight of Nature taught men, as amt 
. Heathens, that ſome things in point of prafiſe, are never tole 
in any humane ſociety. 
But ſince the wiſdome, and mercy of God hath given to man» 
kinde, (which the Church alwayes injoyes ) the /ight of his bal 
Word, and aconſiant- order of Miniſtry to teach from it, the 
wayes of God, in truth, peace, and holinefſe: not onely ry 
Chriſtian is bound to uſe all religiow means, which God | 
granted to ſettle his own judyement, and live accordingly in his 
private ſphear, without any Stepticall itch , or Juſt of di 
alwayes in Religion. But both Magiſtrate and MiniFer, { whoſe 
ſeverall duties are ſet forth, and Ante owers ordained over- 
others, in Scripture, for a ſocialland publique goed) maſt take care 
to attain that -good ofa ſetled Religion, and preſerve itin al ways 
of verity, equity and charity, which may all 'welt confift with 
the exerciſe of due authority : Nor is it any Nutty br OALEN 
the Spirit of God in any private Chriſtian, to keep his Spirit 
in the bounds of the Wordof God ; wherein the things revealed belong: 


to us and our childten <p is it any reſtraint to the Spirit of Godin 


the Scripture, to keepGur opinions, and judgements; and | 
within thEbounds of that holy faith, and reder, "wor 
dearly ſer forth in the cmurren, ſenſe of the Scriptures, and ef 
plained. by the Confeffians of Faith, and praftiſe' of holy 3 
which the Creeds, and Conncels, and cuſtomers of the Catholick | 
hold forth to them; Nor is it any fimiting 4 of Ne foie 


! 


A.Chriftiens firiineſſe in looſe timer. 
Spirit of God In private' ment; for the Thriſtian' Magiſtrate and 
Miniſter, to uſe all publique mearis'borh' for” che informutioit, 'cor- 
viion, and converfion of thoſe under their charge, as to the in- 
ward man; and alfo ofdue. reſtraint and coercion," as to the out- 
ward exprefſions in which they fland' related to a publique and 
common good. 2 201 £0 3H UT 


But it the negligence of Governours in Charch and State, ſhould 


at any time fo connive, and tolerats ont of policy, or feat," or other hat « Chris 
baſe paſſion; if through the brokermeſſe, and difficulties of times ian muſt = | 
the ſons of Zeruiah be too hard for Magiftrates ard/good Miniſters; j, J;6lute 

ſo as the wlgar fury , corrupted by fattimr, and unruly ks, thnes. | 


are impatient of jſt reftraits z but carry otvall things againſt Laws 
and wiſer mens deſires to a' licentiot® Anarchy, *and fl confuftons in 
the outward face and publique Miniftrations of Religion ; ' yer 
muſt no good Chriſtian think this any diſpenſation for any private 


errours in. his judgment, or praftiſe; he maſt' be the more'cir- 1 maxima res 
cumſpect, andexa@ in his ftatior, and duty as a Chriſtian , when rum licentia, 


the publique courſe runs moſt to confi 
own conſcience, when moſt is rolerat 
God, and Chrift, and of the truth of Religion; and the reſpe& 


: tolerating leaſt in his roger od: de- 
"I veri Chr- 
by others: The love of flaws lderiar 


_ and reverence borne the order of the Miniſtry and to the Churches Lex fbi ſeve- 
honour and jpeace; theſe muſt be to every good Chriſtian the 7i/fma eff pria 


conſtant Law, and ſevereft diſcipline ; | Teaching him to governe 
himſelf moſt Rteiftly, when ethers affeft myſt a miſgrernmnent , or 
none atall in Religion ; to a& nothing immorally, rudely, and. 
exorbitantly ; to diſcharge all his relations, and duties with the 
more exaltneſſe ; to bear with patience; (yet with ſorrow ) the 
. wont of that publique gavd , which he deſires; No way to hinder 
the reſtoring of due order and authority to the Church, and ho- 
nour to Religion; to pray for, eounſell, andaſſiſt the recovery 
ofejr,according to the Scripture riiles, right reaſon, andthe caſtome: 
of the beſt times. | | 2 

And howeyer the vain and med world goes'on wildly and. gid-- 
dily, as an wttaned heifer ; enduringno yoke of _— as toan 
publique order, Government, Diſcipline, or Miniſtry ; yer mn 
not a ſerious and well adviſed Chriſtian delay to guide his- feet: 
in the ways of truth, and holinefſe, nor negle& to work out bir fal- 
ation (in Gods way )/ till publique diftrattiens are compoſed : or - 
delay tobe good, ti} all wurbulent and fanatick ſpirits retwrne-to- 
their wits 3 or til] ancient publique order-andGovernnient in the 
Church be ſoſetled; and Religiofi fo fortified by civill ſanQti-- 
ons, as-it oughtr-$o' be: for no man 5s, | how the A- - 
file Paul may bo ina flom 3 or the Church toffed with ſchiſms and? 
faltions, and ſecular intereſts, before it recover the haven of a hap» 
py ſetledneſſe. Nnn 3: Thcre= 


det amor, Rcr.. 


462 4-Chriſtians trieneſſe in looſe times. 
True Mini Therefore a Chriftian that makes-ic his work, not to prot, a 
ſters and true diſpute, andto play ,a. part,- or -to gains by the' name of Reformatini 
piety meſt to and Religion; but to beleive fediaſtly and obey conſtantly they 
be regardedin holy rule ; hath never more cauſe 'to prizeand adbere to the trus 
licentious Minifiry, and Miniſters of Chriſt, than when he ſees the greateſt per- 
mes. ſccutions lying on the Church, either by violence, ar tolerationy 
| by open force, or fraudulent liberty 3 which are; { both ) the 
T ivels Engines y to batter , or undermine the Church of Chrig: 
N-ver ſhould holy diſfenſations be more earneſtly defired and di. 
ligently atcended from the hands of thoſe Miniſters in whom only 
is the right, power, authority, and ſucceſlion; than, when not 
is. lefle tolerated among various and violent men, than a true 
Biſhop and Miniſter ,' or a right ordained Miniftry z - which, of 
all things, is to the divelland evj{l men the moſt intolerable :': Satan 
Marth. 4 15. well knowes, that it he deſtroy the Shepheards, the ſheep will 
be ſcattered. When good Chriſtians ſee the abomination of d:ſolation 
ſet up ; profanely tolerating as y thing for Religion, allowing of any 
Mimicks for true Miniſters , vulgar adoring, of a: rotten Idol of 
liceniiouſneſſe, gilded over with the name of Liberty, when hlencing 
true Minitters , and ſuppreſſing good leaming, and crying up jlli- 
terate impudence, ſhall be thought a means to propagate the Go- 
ſpell; Then let them that are ſeriouſly and ſoberly godly fly 
to the Mountcines, ( to the true Miniſters of the Church )''from 
whom God hath appointed ſalvation to deſcend to the beleeving foulr:Nor 
are they to regard what every bold and ignorant upſtart boaſteth 
and feigneth of Inſpirations, libcrties and blefſkd toleration; ob- 
truding bimſelfe out of the promptneſlc and pride of his own heart 
upon the credulons and lilly vulgar (who love to be-flattered to 
their ruine, and deceived to their deſtrufion, but bate to be truly 
guided, and faithfully governed to their ſafety;) For all theſe pre- 
tenſes of Liberty , Toleration, Inſpirations, &c. are manifeſt to be 
as the div: ls ſilken halters,by which he hopes to and, 6. Chriſtian 
and reformed Religion hereand elſewhere :ic may be (ſeemingly) 
and with more gentleneſſe ; but not with /eſſe malice, a eltyto 
mens ſoules, than with thoſe rougher benpen - cords of open per- 
ſecution. | 
Props abeft a From which, ſuch ſad toleration and rude Liberties-are not 
ah whe cy Fu very far; being but new expreſſions of —_ .and colours 
mia indu'gentia of portending confuſion, or yutterdifſolutions of a ou_ order, 
G& 2 peiſenti- peace and Government, into a cruel licentiaufarſſe, which is always 
_ -— vo þ tyrannous to true;Religion 2 Nothing is more burdenſomethan/ 
| > ſome mens levities, nor more fulſome, and deformed, tharv their 
Iofa,quentum Reformations ; nothing more uncharitable and untraQtabl 
difſolura, Mc= Jjberticsz nor morea plague and death to Religion R—— 


lan. 


of the maintenance of Miniſter: in England; 
they call, health and recovery ; when vulgar or fanatich, violenee binds 
fo Tuch the ſtaffe of diſcipline, till it breaks z heady men ſurfeit the 
þ by over-driving it, and Wolves in ſheeps cloathing , ſcarter 
and tear the ſheep of Chriſt under pretence of lecti them poe , 
whither they [if ; 'in ftead of being true ſhepheards, 'Qching the 
home, and feeding them in due bounds, with good paſture: in which : 
wholſome and ſafe bounds , both Chriſtian Magiſtrates , and” true '* *tiler to- 
Miniſters ſhould ſeek to feed the flock of Chriſt; not as. bare porn 4 
efators of their wanderings and errours , but as enabled and intruſted Pline.Ault 1,” 
God with a coercive power from Chriſt, for the Churches good : 17.de verb, Ap, 
and where the Magiſtrate is negligent, there che Miniſter ſhould be 
the more diligent in the place where Chriſt hath ſet him; who 
is the great Shepheard of our ſouls, beyond whoſe holy. bounds for any * «p33r «9 
Chriſtians to affeCt any Liberty, is to wear the divels livery, while they *” viuuoy wat» 
are in Chriſts ſervice. Few men complain of want of freedome,but they Ja Thus 
whoſe treedome would be .their own and other mens greateſt Libera me 
lindage : Nothing is leſſe deſirable to a good Chiriſtian , than to malo3* hoc eft; 
be left to himſeife : for men are then neereſt to be undone, when they 4 1pſo. Ber, 
may ve, what they lift ; and. leaſt in ſafety, when they are their 


own keepers. - 


ct 
_— 


Y next Caliomiating Adverſary, againſt the Miniſtry of Eng. Tht & Cuill, 
Mu. which 1 93 dea wit and deteR, is poſleſed wich Againſt the 
a-thirffy and covetows Spirit 5 which would fain have Liberty, ifnot 74tenance 
to ſpeak, andatt, whathe liſt in Religion (withour any reftraite of the Mmiſtry, 
of Magiſtrate or Minifter) yet at leaft to. pay what he Iſt to: any as ſetled by 
Minifter, ſince he is free to hear whom, and when heliſt; ornone £47: 
at all; he wonld not betyed by any law to pay any thing to 
their ſupport, although it be due to them, avd a right which 
none elſe might challenge. He likes not that ſetled matntenance 
which they challenge as due. © This ſubcill and frugallchurl of a 
Chriſtian is a Jeſuicick terfſen, harh many wary, fetches and wind-. 
ings againſt the Minifters of the Goſpel! in the retormed Churthes; 
but none beyond this plot, that he hopes ere long to be roo hard; 
or too cunning for them here in England: while under” ſhin 
ſpecions, and'polirick pretenfion ,/ he -fhalt. pi then! of alt 't 
ſetled mainteriarice ; and by ſo ſpoiling anddiftreſing the Miniftry, oo 
be ſhall be ſire 'to pillage, ahd Jay waſte ih a ſhort time, all-rthe 4rfie. rr 
reformed Relj ; 3; $4445 The vih K ? 
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4&4 - Of the maintenance of Miniiters in. England. 
the very ghof? of Nab:l; a childef darkneſſe; anenemy to {ering 
light; ry FEmmedy black, that he is aſbamed to ſheve bis oy " bur. 
under the veil of religious, and reforming pretences 3 his emize 

Matth, 26. 8 Of, like Judaſſes, cannot endure to fee any coſtly effuſtans , which 
the devout and liberall piety of former times have powred upon. 
the heads of Chriſt and his Miniſters ; which ſome men. would now 

vaſ, 12, n:ake to be but an Omen, orpreſage, that their death and $uriat 
js not far off; The envy and anger of theſe eAutiminiſterial 


adverſaries is dayly and lowdly clamorous in ſpeech and pamphins; 
To _ puree is this waſte; might not the # ebes and Ththes bf 
ſold, and better imployed? when there are ſo many frugal an. 
dertakers, who are ableand willing to preach the Fe gratic ; 
Joh. 12.6, Who would be no burtken to the people? Not that Judas cared 
Nen nulli pari the poore, nor theſe for the people; but, hemorobe cer 
dolore commeds What theſe envious objefters will be, time will beſt ſhew; at 


aliena af ſts it» vreſent their ee are evill, brcanfe other mens have been ; 
4" %% Goo and, 2s by an ignorant confidence chey contradidt the Apoſtles que- 
hiſt.g,  ftion, Whos ſufficient for theſe things ? 1o by a ſacrilegiow ingrati- 
2 Cor.2,16. tude they haſten to anſwer the Prophets queſtion z or rather the 
Mal.z.8. Lords; Will a man rob God ? Yes; theſe projefiors for Atheiſm, Bar- 
3s funds & barity and profanenefſe, would fain perſwade this whole Nation 
m>77\G mas tO join with their cruell and covetous celignz to rob ſo many 
$1egmue77- honeſt men.,aud able Minifters of that maintenance, which their leatn- 
=; tpos. If Pel. ing and labours merit, v hich they have a rightto as by law,f6 by 
f 3: £2. 24 thepoſſeſion of many lundred years : that ſo they may at once 70h this 
Church ot the bleſling of the true Chriftian reformed Religion ; 
and rob God alſo of that honor and bo'y ſervice, which both pri- 
vately, and publiquely is done to him by thouſands of bis ſer- 
vants, the Miniſters of this Church, Te is no wonder, if thoſe 
that grudge at the coſt beſtowed on Chriſt meditate to. betray him; 
and had rather make a benefic- or ſave jſomerhing by his death, 
than ſee any thing beſtowed on him while he lives, though it be 
by others bounty : For alas, what theſe mien grudge at as given to 
Miniſters, is little or nothing out of their own purſes or eſtates; 
Nar is itgiven by them to Miniſters any more than the rent they 
IGai. 52, 5.6, juſfly pay to their Landlords. But what can vile men meditate fave 
onely vile things? > PS Re Fo 
Sacriledze a- _ And indeed what can be more ſordidly: vile , or ſhould bee 
gainſt the more firange, and leſſe named, mon thoſe that are called Chi» 
livht of Ne- ftians, and retormed coo; than | ſuc jo 4 $0 from the very 
tare. diiates of nature, and the comnan ſenſe of all Nations? . Hath' any 
Jer, 2,11, .... nation changed its gods ?- And if chey retained them, as Gods,. did 
Plato calls Sa- 1 * 
criledge ara ip! v4 ming Nerr, Deleg.c.g, , WET? 0 OX 


- (nl - 


1 Of Savrileags- at 

enej any Nation rob,and ſpoil their.godsy which yet were not got Anke 7eyoovac7, 

Dong the heathen,and them teach theſe un lan pies Was mire ol 
it notalways eftcemed among men, as an aft of piety, and tor and *#(7rms ig-" 
vertue, to devate any thing to the ſervice , and worſhip of their 2599946, _ 
Gods; as a thankfull acknowledgenient of that homage, they owed, ***/#tes nu. | 
and that dependence they: had on the divine bounty? Was it not te i 

likewiſe counted in all rimes a moſt * inpudent and flagitious villany caſus facie ol 
co taketake away any thing rightly dedicated to divine, and holy dvcas.Sym.m. 
uſes ? So far the very /ight of nature t men to abhor ſuch execrable Y- 

theeverier, and rapines, that it was the * Romanes efteemed ag A139. 37. 


icide , or murther of parents, worſe then Treaſon : a fighting 
Lxinſ God. It wazsefteemed an high ingratitude, not to Fn. * Sactum 


hey 


and dedicate ſomething 3; how much more to alien or take aw atv ran . 
from Gods ſervice, who is the giver of all ? oF dempferisrapſe- 
ripve,paricida 


efto. Leg. 12. Tab Seli cum Diis ſacrilegi pugrant, Curt. |. y, 


Now, = any Chriſtians ſhould take any ſuck liberty egainft Prinze ſacrile-, 
their God, which the very heathens ahominated ; ( and which the pri- £97 Eibarcigcum 
mitive Chriſtians never praiſed, but contrarily dedicated many great bd hy 
and rich things to the ſervice of God in his Church ; which were ,6-3$1- 
called (Patrimonium crucifixi, Donaria fideis Anathemata Dominica, Juſt. , 3, c. 4; 
Depofita pictatis,) the pledges of piety , the bounty ſof beleevers , Sqcritegiopro- 
the donativeyof love, (depoſited with Chrift, a faithful repayer, no «imum jt cri- 
lefle than an ampler deſeryer of all things) I can ſee no canſe, bur: **" leſs meje- 
onely that the divell, ard evill men havemore ſpice ar our Re- {a8Jalini 
ligion in England, both as Chriſtian, and as reformed , than at mk Apot 
any other, and therefore they ay Amy os ne be any means ,,,. , 
to continue, or incourage it. | And fince he could not keepusin ,,, .. - 
Idlatry,be tempes us to Secrifedge: which the * Apoſtles queſtion origen, is. 
clearly implyes to be a fin equally or more abominable to God ; Nume: cop, 18. 
The one robbing him of bis ervice, by a falſe worſhip; the 59. 11. 
of the meanes _— ro maintain wt _ ſervice and Bac gray We 
worſhip; Which was one ofthe deſperate projets of Julien againit Ticodwer.%. 3, 
Chriſtian Religion ; who tooke away ths gies be res veſſels, 9% _ 
which Conſtentine the Great had given to the Churches uſe , and | 
Minifters naintenance,with this ſcoffe ; See in whatgoodly veſſels 


of, and hope 2. 


render conſcienced c: is this z That Apainf 
ſhould bave Tithes; Ar cheſe they are _ 


SE 


re 
{ Saviours / fir cheſe yy, 25.54. 
Frag oy Bc gn 


down 


*. "SY 


456 of Tithes 4s due to Miniſters by the Law of the Land, 

down the Camels of rapine and Sacriledge: they flumblei'at the: 

firaws of Tithes, and leap over the beomes of cruelty' and -unj 
Tithes due by Forit God had no right to require z or there were no- word, 
@ civill right commanding the Tenths to be devoted to his ſervice, (who isLad- 
of Ponation and donor of all: ) or, it he had nev-r affipned this. right ( fince 
an; Law ecan- himlclt needs nothing ) to his ſervams. the: Miniſters /\under: the- 
mot juſt.yle Goſpell, (as hedid moſt<clearly under the Law: !) yet ſure-the' 
taken away. Froprietors , wiich were Princes, ar'Peers,'or pcople of this land; 
Se: Sir E4- (our Plow progenitors) hail a civill right to the land and the fruits 
ward Ck», *thereot; which no Law of God everforbad them to dedicate, as 
on Lit, 7en./.1, they had a mind,; to the ſcrvtce of God, or any portion of it, as 
c. 9.Se6.73+ they pleaſed to the maintenance of the Miniſtery of the Goſpell; 
An. 859, Kide Nay they (as all men) were incouraged, yea and commanded, to: 
_ Conguy hunzur Gd with their ſubſtance, Prov.3.9, This they have o'ten done, 
and Princesin. by the full and frequently renewed conſent of all Eſtates in this 
ſ. verall Pro-= Nation , for many handred of years paſt ; eſtabliſhing by curſes 
vinces of all or Anathemas, and by civill laws the dedication of thoſe Tithe, 
England Got which :are Feudum Dei, Gods fee, and his Miniſters chiefeſt main-: 
ff cheir free tenance 3 So that, if theſe Antidecimiſts cannot think. them ſuffici- 
will endowed ently proved to be Gods immediate gift to his Miniſters; | yet they 
the Church may eafily fee it is mans gift to God ; that is, for the maintaining. 
with the tithes of his publique ſervice , and Miniſtry of - the Church z. where: 
eden. th of the donation cannot but be, both in Reaſon and Religion, very 
cum decimis Jawtfull; and ſothe enjoyment of them, at leaſt in that. tenure; 
rerverum, ox very juft; ſince it was done by the right owners, to a very right and, 
b:norumalio= goudend: Nor doel ſec how the alienation of them ;from that 
11m ſove eatals þ,1, 1 can be lawfull, now, by the will: of any men , fince the. 
pany en yy title and propriety is now in Ged; though the.uſe of the fruit, be in, 
xcclefiam, per in the Miniſters of God, as his Feodateries and tenants, or homagers.; 
Kun Regium | | WROIES 1 
jo wang ea Ingulph, £kui augere volutrit n:ſtram donationem, augeat omnipetens Dew dies ejut | 
proſperes. Si quis verd mutare vel d*minuere preſumyſerit, noſeat ſe ad Tribunal Chriſti redditurum 
ratienem, nfi prius ſariefattione emnedaverit. In lib, Abingd, Butd divini furs eft id nila 


in-honis eft, Tuſt, 1n tir.l. 2-cir,7, Prov. 26,25. It is a ſaareto the man-who devourah that 
which is holy, aad after vowes to make enquiry, of} riatht ruth 


2. Not honor= And if there. could be a.lawſall- refurption by. poſterit g- OT.2a07 

aby or piouſly. abrogation of the will of this Nation, in what it hath. us dediy 
go and given to God 1 | at. cculd bg one kr + HT 

in of ſacriledze 3- yet doubtleſſe the. piet honor .of this Natzon 

: Is nl ry all worth mention, thavle mould neyer bed by 
* Nemo poreſt A. Jt all 

malare cenfili» and honour forbids any man. to repo. Be. @zs: cl 2 

wnſuminah which hee hach once given to poore men, . WheretQ: they have 


rerins Prejudle "x1; mans and Gods right, (as treely given to. them for 


Gan. Regt cake by the lawtull owners ) much more doth. all picty andre 


£ 
ee Parliamentery and publique vote. ſince.s if. all humanity 


- 
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of Tithes 4s due Po dtjnifterrby tbe Low of the Land. | i289 


forbid any men (nel to Aon fu Euſebius els, 
fraud, as yp mers: and Saphira di PR ks yh bt - A before - 
themſelves (or others) dedicat to © God : ebechlly in {ach a 7, cy of 
way Of ſervice, which he requires in his' Word; This ,for the impudent 2nd 
maintenance of that order , PEARS ard Miniſtry _ hol _, nt were 
things, which-the {p09 hath in. his. Church, -. Which wicked men, 
cannot be done withouc her dies of bife, for Miniſters, n Beptebh | 
43men; . And fince a power-of demanding, and [ona par bs acid bo. 
in the true Minifters of the Goſpel}, in. rife non (as. the A- nefir of the At- 
poſtle Paul proves; no! "doubt there isno le power in.Chriſti- rar from the 
an people, of EY, or rather paying them, ,as.* a due debt, Pricfls, ſors 
boch- in divine, and humane equity, Either in b OeRocaſl an move- \/ _ oy 
able maintenance;. or fixtd an . 


perpetual... cle. 1 2.4.20; 


* 


Ads 
Why hath Saran filled thy hearr toly ro the Holy Ghoſt, and to keep back, (or def:aud av9 p put= 
loin) pare C ofthe price of the land ? *7x Cor. 9 6, ”, $, & Gal. £5, | 
Ne invidie. 


The firſt was the way of Miniſters and Biſhps alimony in the 5 ik 
mitive unſetled, and bir Feminger + when Aiſogeoipay.i rhe eb c—_— ry 
to be long maſters of their own eſtates in lands ;/-nor could 95 Ec injec 
they endow any Minifler or Church, with any parc of them, co w_ plbs B, 
perpetuity 3 yet then in thoſe hard and perilons times, we read ——_ PY 
in Eccleſiaſtical ſtories, that the liberall- giferand free-will- offerings, . laimubus vives 
of all manner of good things, from the devour Laity to the re nt antiqui. 
the then, moſt deſerving Giergyrampuntcd gomareetliantths after Sed id Laici 
ſerled means by way, of Tithes. r Jeſper pales 
Which way of maintenance was as anciently, ſo' penerally Auft 45 
ſceled in ; all Chriſtians .Churches after .Conſtentines time z. as Nor wiſely: 
ti as in Eng gland: Tha, 2 benefic bv: yt 2s m—_— dther - _ 5g 4 
thingsy/ £ ven 5,0 as 4 gratefu NN. TY TIT 
2» of kis - 6d rap . over ys, and all wer havez+ of his _ ufc 
.of his mg. vouchſating' to 1 p10 fede Egilf 
——_; from us any ras that, which is bis own ) returnes, copali ad celim 
pr and aimes, next. the'glori mo—_ &+ ſanguinem 


cruium contere 


LEI whom hegiterthe gate £1 tn 
or. what | is; done to: the adept), fu 7 turs 

; inſclf3/and what-is done 'to ſar ita ſecusi, 
n.good2 The Gy lachmn) xcep 3s #2 direntur obla- 


tionibus matro= 
Rarum's pram ipbtt 5 


ſ,aded tftorum convivia reges 


tes nt men . ige' ecinboreregye! | #5 'Qudm contributi 
| Sree Bk he - 4% gp lohan, Feta, h 1489 fe nfinge ins his ear Majores 
neftri ide pak 2 x Jha deg Dactmas. 1; Cr Caſeri ornfam; reddebant. Mode 


avtem gu rit on gh dei, acc ti $<11ir1:6um Deodeeemas , modo anirm 
Tran ave Mato $9 wg aha ; 
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468 | of Tithes as Evangelical * 


the heavens alwayes recurning with liberall ſhowres and fruit 

dews npon us,- what ever gratefull exbaletions our deyout humilt> . 
* An. 587. Sy- ty (as theearth) ſends up to him; either in to the poore, 
Roda _—_ . or ina liberall requitall to his Minifters : Neither of which are wel- 
—_—— come objeftsto thoſe ravenous appetiter, who ſo much that 
wuauit : quas Tithes ſhouldb any cab Boce fo free 2 WW ich very 
Chriſlian:un juſt and good, begiven to Miniſters, and enjoyed by them ; When 
congeriet bngis once theſe hungry ſtomachs have ſacified themſelves with the fe 


be a ty any of Miniſters; the Clergier maintenance, or Churches P, 3 
euſÞpdierat i may doubt, but they will alſo poke bones of all Colledges, Ho- 
Cans,  Ffpicals, and Almshouſes? Nothing being ſacredtoa facr 


8yned, Me. minde; nor unviolabletoa violent andrapacious hand, is 
guntina ſub it a hopeſo much to relieve their own neceſſities; but akinde of 
Carol. M. an. wanton cruelty,which makes many of theſe Evening Wolves, fo fierce 
$13-Can, 3% and ravenous againſt the Miniſters maintenance : Nay , many of 
— them covet nothing more, than to ſeceall the excellent Mos of 
remiſeſegty e0- England, reduced to the ſame be » Which the meaneft of them- 
mum loco drci- ſelves now contend-with all , or lately did ; fo little have moſt of 
mas Deo «fſig=, them profited by their over thrifiy pie: Nor are ſuch illiber 
noſe. ſouls ever to be ſatisfied with good things. | 

= Lond fi Us 

a ingyy Golty, * Sacrilcgis nit ſarrum, Hierocl, 


| But Tithes are Ceremoniall, Legell,Typicall, Fuddicall, and (which 
Ageinſ viſard makes every face ugly and terrible to the vulgar)” they are Air- 
on 4 oy poſſible ſome fimple 6 mly be iftd 
call, &g, - *Tis e ſome hmple countrey cared t 
ſubferibe againſt Tithes with theſe roger $ ſare, for 
theſe men, 'who pretend to Fright others; T'belerve they have no 
more rea!{ horrour upon them , to take' Tither,'or more, of others, 
cicher mac armed yo Preachers; or as they are Lay Inpro 
ators; than the wee in LAT , whomake many 
faces, and fearful] noiſes, as if they hadraiſed, and'efpyed a 4 
in their circle; whenall istogert bur a' Tittle money of che fip 
| 5: The meaning of ali this preat cry againſt Tithes of 
$ is, to ſave a bttle wool, though the be thee more pate 
to ſpare ſome ſmall matter, which fome of theſe objefters ( it 
may be) yearly pay £©© the Minifters', with much regret and mwur 
pra, Yea, ie is generally obſerved , that theſe chemorers / 
make the greateſt cry, doe not eeld the faireft fleece 5 mon * 
them nor onegrain to the | toch : (lorttDing | 
any Minſter z nor indeed much' wooll '(for the mol 
(that, Aave- 
prone to 


L 


| Te win 469 
and ſnart «e thoſe thatfeelthem: ? wii the Kpoſile" al bids Phil. 3. 2, 
the a ——_— bewire, as of vill workers 
who are not CC with the of Miniſters maintenance, 
which hath been: boy ng by ſcyerer hands ; bur: 
they aim at atotg/ concifion Fs away. Fe for __ O# 

nerf arenoc folly ither, as; they wou © 
- ter tee ol Up of pg Tile, as ar ſpirie, which 
lt chew? Yea, rather than fail Ferorp defigne againſt 
Minifters, they are not contenc with theic own not any thing 
to Miniſters, but they repine, that any men elſe ; who 
gratitude and ion reacherh them to give to every. man what 
1s their due, ef y to the Miniſters of Chriſt , which they 
juſtly doe, as witha good will and chearfut! wide; fo with a 

will, and with a far morejadicious atid upright "*cohfcience, 
both to EOS than _ covetous Ca cd oo poly 
carp, Or eagain who, poor men, , every nk t 
grow leaner, Shike they tt orhear any Miniſter hach' whar hey 
_ fir Bones, ot a competent Alchonph” the fat 
po frog ies ſelf, and all the Oil 00, in the place , 'whete 

receives ic 

Bae theſe murmurery cannot digeſt the Fewiſbneſſe of Tithes, ani Of Tithes 4s 
they aregtil} fancying, and afraid. ſome coftly ſacrifice muſt needes Jewiſh. 

gre along, where ever ther ace continued; | 

| ye It maybe, Foro _ gs ire he unlefſe the 
| £ M2 t 3 who (alto oruci 

cheir Lenſes oh th ,and blaſphemies, yet ) theſe aeolear far $5 
averſe from entertaini: them with h thei ahage.f and Son 


c 
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GE oehedpn Sy 
more ſettle@ iris: 
is the preachiing' 
al bumane reaſon 3 Aedcs 


owerl arp 
the corroptloſty a ly/a) 


470 Tithes ms / 
: ere prone fometime to, abyfe_pe 
bY leiſure, eevgth, and. LBC Thy 6 | 

"men did forger,that the Mmaſters ot-the Go 
Thou halt not the exiſh Pri ſts were, and that, the K £0 tg mque] 


given thetwtior 
mzz.erie  oNnely to feed others with the Wor of life, bu 


t. alſo therpſelyes 


mouth of the hk budily food, as the neceſſary ife : Yea, 3heynaton 
ao '9\0ats | y may, bur ouphr 10 live of {br Gap ing 6 Brixftsdid of theoher; 
13,14, ff e. Indeed the words ang 1p its of t cfe Calwrniators apain 


"The Oxe hath Tiches and Miniſters doe fignite 4 as if it would more. trouble 
a mouth ro them, to ſeethe knife of a Prieſt ready 'to ſlay a beaſt , than to fie 
———_ the Toh JON» of theic faftion read £.CUr any, I" throat 
eadout th in (an + | 
_ for oy Bus | it is ſtrange theſe men ſhould; now be lo ſaveeniſh, @ _ 
the!s, niſtcrs receiving of Tithes ( which: were by the icty ot.our anceſtors 
given of old tothem, or to Ged rather; for his ſervice; And'this 
not by Miniſters perlwaſion , or .importunity ſo mych,. as by 
the good will, 43 deyotian of his Chriſtian Nation) when them» 
ſelves hay; alwayes fo god, fancia ,. that .they devoug -nothing 
more ealily and digeſt w thing mage, C beaeſully, than cheſs, ſecred mur- 
ſels, when either they fraudulent'y "detain them, or injurjouſly. deny 
.them to the Miniſters; to whom in all juſtice and humane law, ne 
is clear ) they belong z yet ic is tiled by. angh of this party 
cious ſincerity in many”, & af. refaſ Benls 18.1 4 anc 
Col 3 5. a deteitable copetouſneſſe, (which is. Fr inn) harden bycks ar dew 
any man of their due? .is it nor. iy orred 25.x9d 
the Miniſters of theirs ? for which r Re Of hes 
10: ſhew (atleaſt) agany nan; hath F op any 
the Te of the og Sure, we. WEIL A 
Propoſals of if Fes (88 Fic-aps elargly to WL Wa Us 
H.R. ar'l cnienpand 
NY iy reat wrong (wh: ND 
Jaruilies, or beg theix.beead \aring apy 
,not ith 1an pay,what, is due ta 5,9 Oiher bes 


Tre Ther _ thr TE ira A more 


0 quam religi- * 
0 "a ſunt aun e- 


_ o_ 


bigiofe "» gi ” 
nmpune ſacrile- 
| hoy Fel. de-?? 


om 7 


Wn, would pay ns by pen wed 
bs mo }OrT of wh what the Law of mango EIS ty 


ſure, neither to ſavaur & thi We eſe nor Tajoflice. 


The —_— onions Fl 


way obſerve,” When [omethen ha Ls = 
wa Nick their own flagers + 2: w en, Seu he cere and fas 
of men any whit ſcrupulous, or tender conſcjenced, .in_the point, 0 


their poſſeſſing any Titbes by an Inpropriate Lay- toms My rs did _ 
of them ever complain of them 7 when were.th rited d, % 
wer-charged with chem? Noble ndlngterdle 
in at Impropriation, that in'any thing” eſe ut &. for Tie 
were generally ſo Impropriat ed by. bir authority ; and fi held in no. 
other manner now>,that! as they were by the Fae power aliened fron: Statur. Hen, 84. 
the Redory,co ſame Monaſtery, or Religious Bonde: 
So thar as Cato. merrily,” yer ſeverely aid of th | Fare Tonk Sooth 
ſgeri, (who were leaft of 'alF ſuch, bs their Yate I ounds gh 
wondred they could forbtar to*'/augh at one "ancthitr ,. who, ſo 
well knew each others juggling, ,and their own knavery ; So may 
I reply to theſe ſcrupulour Arttidedimiſts* * Sire*it is bur their ſort. 
andme;riment, thus to ak rape je eople, with ric over-righteouſn ſe 
or ſuperfluity of malice cat porn pa fen le of that, "TEES mand. 
unlawful in Manifteys; when rh-mf prathſe” che /: ſame ning, moſt 
willingly on very ſuſpeCed grounds' withour El remorſe, .or 
ſcruple; as if they hadan excelent. goodtitle from the Pype,and the 
Luss for Impropriate tithes (where the very end of peoples paying 
Tithes is fraſtrated ;' (which 'ts theit Tuſtization/ and; direfion in. 
the publique ſervice of God; J*And: yer neither God. nor man' 
could give a good tifle ta Mirifters for receiving Tithes ;: who eart'y | 
on that great good end, for which im tmpiety and equity they were 
defigned ; which i isto help 'orr So in ſerving of God,and faving, 
their ſoules ; - Sach ſelf-condemn dunexenable cavillers ſeerne Rom, 2; 1; 
im many things to dr prin. liver | ſine Igopil inconftancy ” Cut abſolvi 
in the moſt. commeidable oo fav Ike : 7) br et no, 


in. uv: COD Is. 


ſoclearly lly, and' Fr 
all law, th divine Thi 
Miniſters, but of others; 
Ce n, and'Lawyers) both bk Mn ef of hb yo} 
poke 6: bf ne: Apuminiſte ia}I-men isco read vo. books', wh 

title t udye, "nort* y tru ; 


ball, bx © Whip ty faridgs. Coy milan, and 1p 96'} Wa 


purſes 
To efeeſh thi; | manorits therefore'fn (o trite a ſiiBjefr; ai? 
flir u "ohh ha: con{tences by little account; Iwonderhow Ofc 


theſs Serupulſoe cari be gn Orant , that Tithes were of divine mo yp pr ithes«. 


472 
Clem, Alex, 
pw. I. tels us 
that by the 
light et nature 
among the hea- 
then (or by 
eradition) 
Tithes were 
conſecrucd to 
the Gods. 

So Dicnyſ. Ha 


Tithes befare the Lows 


fore the Femiſb conſtiutigns : - That. they ky ther Favrrh 


either from the common light Nature z.or that & 

Theology » Which was in the Patriarchs of We : which Py 
a Delty, {oa Priefthved, or Miniftry to Terveit; Nos day ome 

ſecrate, ordain, and maintain for: that Aaron ſervice unadrreny 6. 

who ſbouldbe fitteſt to attend Its 

were paid by Abraham the father of "he falls *I6 to Ce 

Type of Chriſt? And why then ſhould any, morſhipp 

who are children of airhfull Abraham (. Fanta org 

taith , which was in him, long before the Law of Moſes 


. it aſmorerror. in them, to pay Tither were oe are 26) a 


* Mar.1o 46, 
Ioh, 13. 20, 


Heb.7.4.8, 
* 6: uh 


hands of bir Miniſter; who are* 
whereas indeed it may rathe ge pe bees ems EN 
ſee Chriſt hath ſo good atitle to them, who 3 did nat claime 
them when he lived, becauſe the Leviticell Priefthood wag yer. 
ſtanding:yet Luk, 3.3.diver3 that had been cured winiſtred to Chriſt 
and his family of their ſub , and Mztth.10,10. hedeclarest 
Miniſters right to be asgood,as « the labourers to his bice. Ithetha 
receiveth you, receiveth me, and he that deſpiſeth you , deſpiſeth mee; 
and he that giveth to a Prophet a cup ofcold water in my name, gives 
it tome; if theſe be true, and Evangelicall; why is it not ascrue 
and: Evangelicall, He that payetb Tithes to you, as my Miniſters, 
then tome? Whether ic be by private tary » Or 
and doing gf and dedicgion 3 Spre the hi dota; _ Fh ". 
yount mult be eminently in Chriſt who is Lord of all 
in Melchiſedeck; and ſos either the oe wp ta p them, 01 =" 
lawfulneſſe to ac PL them in 727 1 mae eco bimora 
a free gift offered from beleevers, to the hongur, and 
Chriſt, muſt needs be evident} in all juſtice and reli on RIMS 
ter is pureſt in the Fountain, and. light cleareſt jn the Sun, fo db 
Melchiſedeks right moſt in Cheift:)- Nay Ithink io good carneſ}, 
that a Chriſtian Few would bence draw an argument, ( althc 
he were of that tribe of Levi,to which Tithes were after. con 
to. be paid emangthe Fes) that be NPW£0 may hem! 
Chriflian Miniſters , orto Chrilt ; as to his (er 
as an- agnition of him tobe. po Jr.) ; 446 "Sren Lot Abr 
hens lins paid Tiches to Mebohiſedeks that is, tothe ty and re> 
preſenter of Chriſt : And ſince the Lord 
ad ſum of the Prieſthood and ordes 

claim ever- was 
ha of which this is ls txp\fec 6s 


eth, Heb. 7 8. & 15. Sothatchis TE. riſh 


aptaacs' Lau Lola ag. 700 Jeng 1.eftablifhmer 
i be annulled by that law of the Fews, which was 44 
aſter 


4 


a 


Tithe not Pepiſhe'. Y ; | 4 
As tothe intervenient appoinement andaftercuſtom of payin 
Tithes, divinely ſetled by @ potitive Law amwng the mw hr4. 
then onely Church of God"!) 'it carries 'notany! Sr &. ws face 
& Chriſtien Miniſters. now receiving Tithe or others paying 
agaun under " Goſpell;-:it there: wereno Law of mind ns. 


Tithes to God,andenjoyning the/paymentof chemto Miniſters 
6 Srene charged upon lands lands, and eftates ; what fin could: it be. for 
any. Ghr _ (as my rimitive Chriſtians ſponten oefly-did ) to 


devote , 1et apart, / andgive yearly thetenth of all hisencresſe 'to- the 


Miniſter: otche Goſpell? Dane neclildgies right reaſon, Scripture,-oc 
true Keligion, (which onely ſhould rulethe conſcience of any ſdber 
wan) doth teach any Chriſtian to abhor, whac ever was inſtituted 
or- praftiſed among Ihe 7ewd ; if it be but after the law of commu 
equity, ; gratitude, pictys- or civility; toward: God, or man ; Elſe 
thele Antidecimiſty muſt think they ſinned, if they ſhould but cover 


their excrements, which was once a law. of cleanlineſſe among .the Dewr, 23.13. 


ews the example of God fo. corfirm a poſitive law, in 
on Lt anclens —_ of Ee ND nature, 
oh andaryp to Melchi- 


TEE 


is cckedage 


9s 0g plee 
meclipice of 


na gr peak kr's. facels lona- witretfogrihica 
in the Golpell;and by Gods wi GIER near 3— ar 
proportion under, 


the Law. 
Yea, and to oth hook chat hare not not the | 
ſticnces aqung;, Chriſtians; 


that pattern, -- -Ev 


 hach-che ve mn, he that the 
Lon epic, who Javed 


apes - 


Heb.7.19.22, 
Heb,8.6. 


Heb. 3:5. 


os 
Tithes wet + 
PupiſÞ- or 
Antichriſti-. 
ads . 


Tithes ut \Popiſh, ILY 

Chriſtians regulating of their rerributions;'. ihe doth nos 65 
mandethem to pay, at leaſta Teuth , ſure: he doth i 
eheic paying a Tenth part, which they may freely doe, -if there 
were no-ſuch divine right leadable, asthis indecd is to all Cheri. 
ftians, whole cov doth nor teach them to cavill again 
reaſon andScripture too z Howeyer, thisisthe leaſt, thac we can 
make of that place; if in"difficule. zirer, ('fuch as he privitive 
were) ſomcthing were lefrro the gratityde, ingenuity, love, and 
largeneſſe of nome hearrs roma ver Ro ( wherein 
ſometime they even exceeded their power ein munificeige:. 

et-in quict times, and in aplentifatl land itmay well be J 

P (atleaft, it cannot be blameable)torany Nation, Churchy 
or private Chriſtian to give,and ſettle ſuch a portion, asthe Tenchy 
of the increaſe , upon thoſe that ſerve the Lord, and the Church in 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpell.. It is. eaſily compured, that" Tinbey 


.' were not one balf of the Leviticall maintenance; © What reaſon can 


Miniſtry ſhould fare worſe, or. have eſſe bonour / than the Feavh; 
fince it isin-many things, @ better Minifiry#- 1, Cleaver in the 1ligh 
of DoQrine, promiſes, and prophefies. 2. As venerable in the My« 
fteries: 3- Far moreglorious in its chief Miniſter 3nd Mediator 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God; theother by ſervants.” * 4. '' Much 
exſter 'in the burthen both of labour, ceremony to des 
leiversand worſhippers; $5. Yetnotlefle paintull to the | 
whoſe ſpirits are more exhaufted by ſtudies, and other 
Minifteriall duties, than the Jewiſh Prieſts by more and badi- 
ly labours. IT goa Dar ee 5 $1 
&. 'More aniverſally difluſcd,as moreconvenientfor alt. mankind; 
$. And never cftcemed lefſe neceflaryito the Charch, or lefſe avveptes 
Me to God ; ſave onely by Atheifts, or Niggards ;'who had rather 


theſe men give (beyond their will, and defpite) why: the Clrifiey 
5 


ous book, De Tribw Impoſtoribus, than the four Evangetifts 5 
a cheap Aicorai before a coſtly Bible, J3$5011.,02053 4.4 


read that moſt blafphemous and noJefle omll' than _— m4 
. ' $o-the-Þchink I have with a very ſoft-and ſober de 


. FX. 
= 


de- 
wil 


able ro alien Tither 
them to Regular 


expended With rAbYE fukury &r 
thaticy > ſure he beſt way Wato/ lt 0900021 
ifigh 5 5 Which ws or pane MM or is the 
DT oaths ney Sts gu 6 the by 
£ 5 e Nn 
hang 6tufoul EE aa 
Rome vented Thbe;/S dlnne, 7, 
ED Es 


Vt: s. Cyprian 

gf 10n aliqued ne 

dyesy wh hd nar Be 

they dneiet been nance ical o:fe fidem r= 
pony which no Fither;no Bi n3 moan, 
erally wit, as we finde in Oe an= va, corrigit 

tation '6f Ohriftfanity, ahd themaking Diſc Git. he EI. 
cating them by water, #3 the For formetty = Proſelytes 1 of bay 
ki thett Civwrch.) JO rote in pant, to throw great randum pute- 

confidence arteridy g in wenzAbto this of ti bans, 


ſd farre us "the 


] have taken wn ay the fooliſh ſeandall andval ice wr 
in Me har poking Tuſteientaocyom to alt that ni piece F gon et Foo oy baptiſ=, 


erath; T 


crameines and ibriner, eG 
and'maintehanceof Miniſters in the Church , are therefore burnt a we | 


Þith ? 
becatiſe. the 


_ die the 4arhorſtyy yea ny 48 Ns 
to the power of the Pope and $t+ ohie. If a tnen mr Fo ar- 
liements a ochre * or wr w_ 
Traely fo havea | hits in this Church, Tikes a arvong 


others, Which'theſtiwens inoths fo mach her iker; and ſure 


Popcetherin Lt or all , tharſ@vowrr of be Pope or Popery,.. ig 


But farther to pull this worm out ol 
ment ur wir the Toto rey mr os 


how Tice emit 

het » 48 brbolfttr wo the of So in the | make of 
tithes; Tt rad beet beter for us, * ! 

withthem ; which occafioned ſo many Impropriations, and theſe ſo 


» 994Bu4 hot 


SAN Woefoowrimg tn thee For truely then , | 
our Parkimerts Cwhich are acooonted facred in their; Es 
honour) ſhould be HMritvifiiartoo ;/for time was, when | 


*6e?). IF'there wete the leaf? prath of Anticlwift or 


arSbovg St,A uſt, Ep 2 $, 


ro 'doe With theth at any go 
mey Cop". Ep. 59. 


idum, 


hn Rdligiongeither in SeripturecySe> +.,2 wart _ 
ey pore ſucceſſion #11 ap — 


, of with any thing which 'the Pulgar cals Popery,, &* 


f , 


; #3 theits; would. frever defire and diget 
or Clerty thens Tithes;, for they vebewently 


rn Ps or any Cen 


the Pope had Hever me 
PpPp2 — 


- 6. 
Of turning. 
tithes into 4 


Lay Charmell tian, or. uncircumci 


Of Tithes put into 4 Lay tenure. | 
many begger]ly livings; which can. bardly, expe&- or make a rich 
and Te Miniſter ; if theſe men _— really - reform, -'x 
ſhould promote the 7eſtaring (by ſome convenient way) thoſe in- 
propriate Tithes to the Church z Bute their. reformation -is alwayes 
on the taking, not on thegiving hand; like the footſteps. tothe 
Lions den, all are towards, none frowards.. Ic's-very probable, che 
Popes made little of. their owne' lands.any where Tichablez-.h, 
when they faw the charity of Chriſtian grow cold, and their: luxury, 
in peacefull times, great, the Biſhops of Rowe perſwaded others tg 
ſettle the maintenance ofthe Miniſtery, and to provide forthe double 
bonour of thc Clergy, by this way of Tithes,. which might not be.axs - 
bitrary, but legall, andcertain.z- Truly it was one 'of-the, aveft 
prudent, and pious works, thatever any'of the beſt Yages did for 
the Church; ( And truly many of them-+were ſo. wiſe and holy 
wen, that they might in- great part cover and expiate the leſlerer» 
rours of others, if too much of ſecular pride, and humane paſ- 
fions had not afterward tranſported them beyond. all bounds, 
becoming Chriſtian Prelates) It were. a madneſle , .onely worthy 
of theſe Antidecimiſts , to abhorre to doe 'any thing, never 


- 


ſober, which others (now become frantick, and diſordered) fome- 
time did in their beter megdes. . 


But there isa late writer, who hath projedi:d how to percalat 
Tithes ſo through Lay hands in a publique Exchequer, or Tith-effice, 
which will effe&ual] [ purge away all that is Jewiſh, Antichri- 


in them; (as ſureas a Monks cowle will 


for the eaſe of recommend a dead man to heaven ;3) I am as ſolicitous for thoſe 
ſome tender officers danger, as that writer is. for the Miniſters; leſt they. prove 


conſciencess 


tithe-coveters; when they ſhall have pregnant hopes, to - their 
fees better, for diſpenſing thoſe, Tithe-penſions to their poore .panfi» 
oners and bumble ſuppliants, than any one Miniſters maincenayce 
on be tr them ; unlefle he be a ſtrange fonehe of _ Court: 
uppo e Officers for gathering, recetving , iſtriburing 
of Fitbes in. ſuch awe pa nA of hob poore dependent, 
and moſt patient Miniſters, will be more ſincere. and conſcientiow , 
for a time, than to take any bribes, or rewards for expedition 
But it is very probable they. will not bemen. of ſach metall., as 
will never becorrupted:; And O how fad a Shaw: will this 
be in a ſhort time, if theſe Lay exa&ors ſhould be more heavy and 
grievous, wy onely bo the pooee, Ma/iigcs , but alſo to be 
common e, in their rigorousex 
damages, þ rs ever _> 


ons by troopers or trel 
» tar Minifters were /. How deplorable viltichs, 
theſe Lay exaftors of Tithes ſhould prove ſons of Belial to0, 88 
frike 


ber od ud who found, I think, but lictle of the poghr His 


3. SO that, in this odiow reflexion,, that wril 


W 


— 


ably too : (which was i 

ples oblations before God; 
conlideration of any pos M 
ence it may be, as wel i 


the fin, ſerving themſelvesofthe peo - 
while propoſer -- hath no tend:r 


| | aſt \and, profit; (- very much) 'to 
FE debrived.of what ho Kokrn Grnceh te Fan end wine 
he bath Iaboured hardzthen to ride and {alicite,and pray and.pay for 
his wages.; Which of: theſe envious projetlors./ and. ſupercilious di- 
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._ + _ ginity, and wwed celibacy 3... reſtoring; to Chriſtians, a 
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And truly, in this' partof a free and liberal! pirit; molt Papilti 5 

far Inca, theſe n/a who Lark ſo great oben apr 

reformations, who are ſtill driving the bargain ſo hard, with God 

and their Miniſters, even in thofe matters, which concern theic 

Triobo!ares fotules, that all their piety cannot be worth three þa , fince 

Chriſtian'.. they grudge, if their eliginn coft them one penny'; This wretched 

temper, as it is little to the honour, ſo little to the advantape 

of the reformed Religion; That men ſhould be alwayes thus 

ſharkirg upon God, 2nd his Church, ander ſhews of pi ty: mw 

L. And truly, I am ſtronglyof 'this herefie, deaind x theſe” perurt- 

Covetous 1e- one reformers; That nothing hath 'more © nipped', 'and hindred” the 

formers the Fes of true, and 'nzceſſery reformations in this weſtern world, 

greateſt hind- (as to matters of dofrine, diſcipline, ant manners ) or will 

erers of re- - occaſion a greater relapſe and Apoſtafie, than theſe ours, mal 
formation. jefs and covetous Princip » with which the Divell ha 

ſought to blemiſh and'deform, that which is called 

im ſome things) reformation., Many reformers © are 
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o any - wth which are moſt wretched, and unworthy the natne of the! 
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e 7: pow which above all Religions, ever incouraged moſt the * obdare 
s rad. o 0þ-. 29, and abhorred rapacious ſcraperr'; 1 might fay' xo you, 
pieſſi. Cyp. bord Peter did- to Simon Magus,, Tout meney feriſh with you; 'No.," 
* Prov. 11-25- rather wi ſhyour Salvation, ( if poſlible) though icbe without A 
$3644 , reſticution of ,, what you have already and intend further to'rob 
=> ziver, Chriſt of, and his Church, and his Miniftersz and his poortoo: 
* AQ. 829, (forthey had a good ſhare in the Churches: — Only 1 wiſh 
withall, taceitbe learned and godly Minifters of: the Ooipaltin 
England, were m ſuch a; condition,' as'to worldly eompetency i that 
they could preach the Goſpell freely 3 that ſo theſe repiners might hear 
them gratis, (as moſt of them doe when they vouchiate to beer ther ) 
and ſo withour prejudice, or grudging at the: maintenance 'of Mi- 
niſters in point of Tithe; That "G, it ic be poſſible,they nay repent, 
and be converted from that ga!! of bitternefſe und: bond" of intqmity;/ in 
which they are; It werebappy if (as St. Anfiir offered to doe) all 
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who would not diſdain to be ſuch Miaifters; 'as muſt, when they 
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with thevi/eft men , and their vileſt cf nar or howevet 
ple have now 'and then a warm fit of piving' to their” Tea, 
yetir ſcldome laſts longer than the beat * Teme faions defi 6: 
new metts and cthaws them: After .that, they-ſoon retarne 
to that frozenneſſe, which is hardly diſſolved by any mans warrhelt 
+ breathings, to ſome few drops, of incompetent, yet inſolent, and ſuper- 
cilions cor:tridutions. 
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and raft of his Jaqver_too 3: Beſides, it gives vantage, Yorcr 

uſefull authority to Miniſters | in the placey, Lips NT ivez renders 
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ans Miniſters have no ſuperfluities. 


the retrenching of moſt mens eſtates both: in trade and houſe keep- 
ing, it were no more,' than needed z if Miniſters, ( who. are con- 


ſtently reſident among dow ne ) were able — to be fome way 


rolievers of them, beyo e and barren words of godlineſſe ; which 
ſjgnifielictle to thoſe, whoſe bellies have no eares when they are 
pinched with urgent and extream neceſlities. 
Pla noftrave- Nothing ſhould be leſle iliberall, than true Chriſtian Religion 3 which 
lirio vicatim ſets forth the hight} baunty of God to mankinde in giving Jeſus 
iajumt,qzan Chriſt ; Nor ever was any thing lefe.ſordi7, than Chriſtians in 
gs emp former times; the many monunents,here in England, of their reg 
rm. TA 0x prodigalities, and deveut exceſſes to the Church and to pions uſes, 
pol. doe ſuthciently teſtifie bow far thoſe Chriſtians were from the nig- 
Quantiſcungs 1:dize and Nabaliſm of , fome men ia. theſe times; Then, 
ſimpribus cn- Sought nothing too much for Church men; now nothing is too 
fn, lxcrun ef jiecte : And traly it 18a very foul ſhare that ſuperſiition, ( which is 
7 work cer but oo * _ and Ape, or the mo and _ of Rn, 
ſawp *";.* an Hydropick holineſle, a nimicty © jety, an gverboyling devotion, 
\ ae which at length quencheth it ied at this hoald pur erue Re- 
* Qual affe= formation to the bluth ; * Faverty is alwayes attended with ſhame , or 
Are im aviti» impudence among the vulgar: and though it have no cloak, yet it 
bus,tafe \up*r'= needs one to cover its own confuſiunz and to keep it from ruger 
ſhoto in Ervend conten;pt : O how large bearted and [bera!l handed in former times, and 
ey pews ny ar preſent, in other Churches and Countries , is chat Religion, 
Tor ,co dformi- Which 18 commendable as it is Chriſtian and liberall , "however re- 
* 1 formable as it'is bhameable for the taints of errour and ſuperſti- 
* zwia; cx" cion, which have, in many things, infeQted it! What hath more 
25 Ju mt ſplendor; what more plenty, what more ſuperfluity, than thoſe 
= 19.4. Tat are ofthe Roman Clergy ? who have more wacaney to their 
Qs " rranyy fades, devotion, and blique-dutics, than cheir it 
op /1,qui nulla OT Church men, of all degrees? who have learned to uſe now thoſe 
eces.plabeati things , far better, than it may be former luxury and difſolution 
Pauperis eſt gid ; which occationed , many worthy mens complain. of the 
putaxt, Luven. 1,6; and faults; but not theirenvy at the enjoyments ? The whode- 
Sat. 14. : . . | 
ration of the- Engliſh Church in this purt of Refarmation was ar firſt 
very nobly commendadlezand moſt worthy of the generowe piety of this 
Ntion ; which did not deny or grudge Church mento bave good and , 
great maintenynce , Or honour, but only required that ſuch means 
ſhould £ill bave good Miniſters. They never applauded, as theſe new 
Proje&ers do, for a moſt heavenly Oracle, that voice which is 
Hallie vere © to bave been offended with Conftantines manificence to the Church; 
man cecidit in as if ir had been poy ſoned "When inriched : Nor did they thinke 
Ecclfoam. , Religion throughly reformed, call is was ftarved ; nor Miniſters men- 
ded enough, till they were ſtark naked, or flead. Norhad here- 
totore the comma and'plain hearted people thoſe Peflilent prinipt : 
h | ; whic 


*- 


Pinitine pane af whe Cv ut 


which now-the: «regs ofomienvhaver reve yi: England: inghr Uiedny- 
Thac an hundred conndayelcis ord duvay Minter cant well 

or deſerve 5 I&6 were good thar theſe met would firſt rey channfelves 
that meaſure which rhey tmete to Minifters: dyes tociing. 
is too little for Chureh mens. If gh lead ivr to fal Of t0'4' 
falſe worſhip ;- bat nothingroa' for! thett, i ep Feet tn &) 

lerve the erue God, ina/trlie- ways! ! '! fi: 

Nor may theſe por: iri ted men obje#t inſt Miniſter, the 10. 
poverty of the pyinirive Apoſtles, Biſhops and Prezbyters3 when the 4/wer to the 
times; -and the eſtates of Chriftiany are now 2 changed frotii- thofe pooerty of the = 
d&fpoulties and neceſſtles, ' which then” prefied upenall frtfof pvp Primitive 
ſkians 3 T6 bo ſirre,: if Chill peophe pavetioc then niach of }b##* Clergye 
on efteter to; ther Miniſters; yet! they hever thought of taking 
away, what their Mniffert hid , a beirig to) much for thetti { Bic , 
there is no. doabe, that ohe beer of Cheiftian love, bounty atid re- 
ſpelt infer ſcrled and plaicifell ones; (which wete very. pre 

and priveit'v9 260) "Was Hiore. tops ew her to"'rhieir Brſhoph - 
and Prexyrersy; than alt rhe. farge fivenity tajlty of theft" tnodern' 
comets, and meteors of Refarmiction-; whoſe matign att direfull afþent 
agaimit Mintſters aud/att Church nent, 1s n6 way reeotiipjen ſed by: 
thoſe prodigiots ſhew't, and prerentions of propagating min 
or frnifhing rhe works with purer and brighter ſhiny,” 


[ 
were iv-the-Church'y - who (hall be lamps withait vil, and whhs 
ont ſuſtertance . * tend gg Bari th Chriſti ripht band , bit Hot hy! Revel,a. 


taar ſenſe, that they need no fewell to nouriſh them, In a naturztb 
and civitl life ; Suth iHlerprefations of Seriptare, and ſach etch 
tament of Miniſters in the Charch, will foon- eclipſe, or an 
on EGECINE ; Seoge gniigynt de, in ne . 1 om» 
feffors; not onely ro man, eveh * Rom.15; 27, 
edge of as he pig ev rated Mymifters tv impart to de people of\.* 1 Cor. Fr - 
thee firinua! things, ſoalfo tie hath commanded to T &n+" Gal. 6, 6," 
_—_— to ther, that are their * tie P afforr ati Minifiers, of off their NO IE'Y 
«lÞ yoo#ibingy: © But it is ii vain to wge” Seripritres, £6 <o-- ” Wor F) —_ 
por ke heaters and {w Ti God and maiy*”- Ardchs T ieKe to bim _ 
ts more" Apeciypha to Miſers;] than fiſh ee as 
bn arable” mainteninte or the Miniters of 
the primicive boawey 40d ehatiry ' of 'rropterhere ac dats 


the Clergy,' before Sdepeomy the Clergy-r6- 


by t:%\ _t TT GY NIB i *{i7 2:3 7,3 


reinty, 
"Bit why d6c he theſe ru "Hh "iefl Wi 
gnaw Pl Oo and catkaſed* Exits oro m_ ENT = 
reerſi” biſs'#t tier athens eſtates aIWell-s 

+: every way 3 who yet doe leſle ſervice to je ae Wi wr Th | 


or inan,to Church or-State,than the ableand taithtull Minifters 
Rerra doe 


bb, of o© 
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Why the Miniſters ment awotud.”. 


doe; fince theſe whining objedfore have ſuch a (pain 'and- wringing 


os 20,3- die 
em, js bby fi- 
$1ans pay. 

He 6.quam pe- 
riculeſus off 1t 
mob as ,quum 
& infirmiates 


ſas amat, & 
04 ſues 0= 


we 


LY 
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of< > . I > a : | | [4 
click in their bowels againſt Minifters ha any ſetled com 
and decent way of maintenance , why. beckey not as well com» 
plain, that the Capteinr, Commanders, and Military officers, who draw 
more immediately. from the-peoples-purſes )- have too much for their 
pay ? why doe nottheſe men propound;that there ſhould be nothin 
but parity, and poverty among the ſouldiery? Fhat they ſhou 
depend on peoples benevol-nce,, for their ſalary and pay > Yer they 
ſee that even to thele military mens entercainment, the poore 
Miniſters muſt pay ; not a tenth, buc of a fifth part of their ſmall], 
hardly earned, and. hardly gettenmeanes, ariling from their ill paid 
tithes: which are but the wages of their work ; yet: they are rated 
ia taxes, - as if their livings were their inheritance ; when: all. 
is but for life, and to many of them not ſo good, as an ordinary 
troopers pay 3 few ſo ample, as an ordinary Foot Captains: And, as 
for higher Commanders, and Colonels, all men know, they have. 
Military Denaries, and armed Biſbopricks ; enjoying much more,than 
is by ſome men thought fic for any Biſbop: and Clergy man 3 who- 
(with their leaves, and without iiparagemzent to any of thoſe 
ſons of thunder Yhad and have as much learning, true worth, and 
induſtry,to merit their large entertainments of the publique; andithey 
had no lefſe grace and true wiſdom to uſe them, to the glory of God. 
.and. the benefit of others, than any of theſe, who are ſo muchthe. 
favorites of Bellona, as to get what they merit, and to keep what 
they have gotten. 

But theſe Antidecimiſis who feek to eat through the Bowels of their 
Mother the Church, dare be bo/4 and ſhew their teeth -onely againſt 
Miniſters, and their maintenance by Tithesr, (which may be cafily 

roved as lawfull as any taxesare:) They know well, that the- 

Liers {ons and ſwords. command their pay, and ſo are able; 
to carb theſe men« ſpiteſull tongues and griping bands ;. only they think. 
they may. ſafcly vent their paſſions: and poiſon: againſt the deſpiſed ,. 
dejefted, and. wnmmed Miniſters; greatly crying out againſt their: 
ſmall ſalaries, which nodoubt coft theſe-men leaſt, who ſpeake 
loudeſt: who preferring, bya moſt ſinfulland brutiſh judgement, the 
welfare of their bodies , before that. of their ſoules, grudge to. 
have.anys- ſo gord rewards allowed to the Phyfſitians of ment ſouler,. 
azare-publiquely granted to the * Phyſitians of mens bodies, in the. 

Army. Yea, theſe men are ſo in love with their fpiritnel! diſeaſes, 
that. they: hate their ſpiritual! Phyſutions 2. and had rathee content. 

themſclves' with any gbegp: leeches, or. periſh in thejr fequeriſh-70* 
vings, than be as.any coſt for. cure.,, by learned and able 'Mini+ 
cri,. ; 


-Bar: 


The Pariier ſalefedi polut of Thbes, 
' But theſe Antidechniſtt have'n” (of chity, upon ther , whit 11. 
troubles them the morez. becauſe they; are noe: worited. to it 5: int Th: Antides 
of other men z{ fortheir. c ; got: Onely- begins, . bur" cinifts pre- © * 

altogerher flayes and ends at home;; ) .O thepoor Farmers (they ſay): tended care of 
finde it beavy to pay Tithes, to, the, Miniſters! . Auf. And will iti the Farmers 
not be as burthenſome- to themy, ben they: ſhall paythem tofeme; and Miniſters 
Loy exaltors; who. will be & rigorgus to the; full as.ever Maſtery quiet. 
were? But the bugbandman is diſcouraged;,- and difabled in bis 

tillage, and hugbandey; þy: paying-the tenth of bis increuſe 2n: 3hs 

Minifters, Auſo,. What? -more nowthen when they ſhall be:paid 

to other men that ſhall be in office,to gather them, oro compound for. 

them ? when. did any; countryman; gadehimfclt poorer ar the years 1! * 
or lifes. end, .who made confcience'to pay-his Tither:to the Mini-? 1, n...4//2yhr 
fter? which was ever thought by the: Jews, (aud is Do. errour 1: Legis. Divities 
think among Chriſtians) to be asa hegpe, and bleſſing to the reſt of 'runm pes Deci- 
that eſtate which a wan hathy lc's certain a Chriſtian man enjoys; 2e.Rb. Aqui- 
the remainder with more peace, when he payes honeſtly that w I hs 
is due to atatber 4, burchiefly to his Miniſtee ,-who hath the ticle 1,;..imw in s 
of the Law, and of God andofperſonall merit, for his Tiches.:And quod Dec d 
is it not a profound projet} meriting a publique reward, for a Chri< mus, Ault. 
ſtian eo propound wayes far plerty of corn, and for a famine of 
the ord? So much itrules ſome mens Religion more to have 'a 
god flomach, than to. keep a god conſeience-: fortheſe, that would 
alieng .or- alter, the right of Tiches from the Miniſters4- can make 
no ſcruple of any facriledge, while they make no bones of viola» 
ting the will of the dead, and that holy dedication , whiclu hath 
been made ©o God,by this whole Nation, and ſo continued for ma» 
ny generations. 

\ But they would not have Miniſters Tithe, coveters, - ' Anſw. No 
more would Miniſters bave fuch: projeders coveters of. e-06 
any thing-clſe which belongs not.to them. 'But 1 pray may not 
Mivjſters be as ſubje& to the temptation of covetouſaeſſe, when their 
Tithes ſhall bediſpenſed, asan Almes out of a common baket," by a 
Lay Oftce? ( which is one of their rare and: ſoveraign- antidetes 
propounded to-cure the Clergies aps. Lo I beleive their meanes WIR 
will inot be much more, ſatisfaftory.to rhem:by thae projeR - Surg * 424/411. et 
theſe propoſrs forget that. coverouſnelle is an * inwdinate deſire of ©0514, 
another mans goods , or an exceſſive love of ones own 5 Honeſt meri ae quod + 
are not to be odjouſly branded with coveting that co which they have ateri debencr + 
aright, both by Gx4and-mans laws : As forthe trouble, and ſcan- jure 3 aut engr- 
dall of Minifters ſuing for their Tiches,andprrſecuting, agone calls 4/4 owr, 
it, their neighbours; the propoſer 'might havefar more handſomely prog 
removed that from people, than objcQtcd it tothe Miniſters ; if he ;37 puidene, 
had wich more conſcience and Fang exhorted people eo pay _ Lefl. 

| #7 3 ithes 


- 


| The Farmer ft fied in pordt of Sitherd © 
11 Nitber/as they ure ur, fifty, therrfuly, and rovſtlbniinſly Tochetr Mi « 
- - OC\ niſters; Gove the leo? mane ha?) coma hd tn: 8 

LPct.2, 13... honeſt becomeghe' Laws or O/dinantes of God; 'Biit 160 n word: of 
;  tholt cxhortations to'people , 'becauſe nothing is- Jikewbe gp by 
.  them;. Alchaughirholehad better becomeany Chriſtian man that 
pretends to 8 publgwe pioty.z or preſumes of 'atapacity'to: adviſe a 
_ whale Nation 4. thanxo wach ttien' firſt vo! dari i1fiuriviſlye than 
wo! (cruple/wiltiliy or! weakly the' paying; Thhes tb *Minifters; 
ehar is," ro give to! every man what is his dues which the rate 'of 
tommon juſtice ; and the beſt projet? in the world to-preſerve either 

Kingdomes, or:Common-weaelths tn'peace- - | £47 (174) 134, 
1 Tim.3.3- +! Fis very rrue; id decomes Miniſters leaft of any metizo be' evves 
Tige47-,7,-, taus br trentions 5 Bt is of them! to ſuffer wing”, rather 
+ 1 thangevenye it in niany :5 But if 'they be by fuch tnyrer/flul ro 
je&ions and wnjuſt temptations put upon ulmp rhe benefit of the Law, 
- to obtain. their own, the perſecution iis on the' Eaymnimy fide who 
is taughe thus, ,rather eo. que forth his handagainſt* che Miniſter , 
.- than eo him. his.ducind) fir way) in which payment the! hus- 
bandroan, {Fariier, vo owner of the land, hath n6' other merte;bue 
enely; this} of quietand'boneft payment; 'for the-Tenth of the'It- 
= neithee bought nor ſold , nor rented to any Landlord, 
or by any Farmer; God gives theincreaſe ; -Natare the land; 
and the Law tbat: quantum to the Miniſter;- as Gordo portion, andthe 

Churober vent. » Which-if ſome country Churlsy | refuſe, 'orvg 


to pay ito their Minifter; fb, no dotbe, many of them, would 
to. pay their Rentrz0. their Landlords , ' if they had but'enought'of 
Jobn of Leydens (pivits, and Cnipperdolins principles ro) animate them, 
and arm them againſt paying, or owning any thing of Layabuds 


tile of dues; There are many impure and IN COS 


ſoon ftylt themſelves Sainteand themrok of the earth, afithar be a 

good title: ro daimthe lands 5 and to: mhevie other 'metis' eftaces 

on the cavth ; as thoſe falſe Chriſty and Theudeſes did endeavour it 

Yeid: com. 1.4, Germany tothe rnine of thenrfel ves attd thoulinds of others. ' * | 
12, © But by the favonc of the Antidecimiſisy' and their priitians 5 
Vindicatiom Which: pretend to -be'ſo Zigge wich the namesof whole Coumterzand 
arid ſatis f2> * many fuqers godly people vin the countrey,” petitioning againſt the 
Qion of the mMdinienance of \Miniſtert by Tither, chat thay muſt ' needs come up 
beneft Far- tO. London, to lay their great Bellies, as the Parlizment-boufe dare; Þ 
mer in point of doe notbeleive ( becanſe 1 never ſaw anyground, or had experi» 
Tinbes, _ ence, t9 think. (o hardly i and” uncharitably. of atvy Contrtrywnen', 
Formereor others; thatiare either pood Ohriflians or honeſt men)- 
thaz ever: tlicy did, or dot complain Gimply and abſolutely: againſt 
Tithes. - Poſſibly they could wiſh, that fome things abour'them 
were better ordered, for the Miniſters, aid their owne” greater _ 
| | which: 


CY 


The Farmir ſanisfiad imprint of Fithes. : 
which may. be ſoo done; if the values of them wereonce brony 
£0 2 juſt-rate and certahety -' and:ColleGor#i appointed ,"/av in d 
Town-rates, to gather - them "in ,-''ecording: to the - rompoſi- 
tions made in money, or goods, by way of diſtreſſe 5 which may - as 
conveniently be done in the Minifers bebalf,, as in any other way 
of colleting (publique rates And It 'Tithes have formed in 
any thing, yer what have the ger Miniſtees offended? yer 
there is''as much i]! will againſt'them, av the orher;- though there 
be evil}, indeed, in neither, roany men;butſuch, as call good evill, 
and evill good. 65% 511208 | : 

Furthermore to gratihe the plain twwmiry man and Farmer with 
plain dealing 3 ( who hath the honour 2h-ve all ment in- this Nation, 
to be the great 1.5 0m (by their horieft labour, and love) of 
the Miniſtry and Religion in this Churth and Nution) they may eafily 
conlider, with themſelves, how they have no reaſon im the world 
to be againſt paying, and maintaining their Afiniflers by Tithes : 

For tirlt, let them but take care, and pray to*God 'for a good, 

able, and true Mixifter,' and ſtady to profit by his holy bore, 

they will never: grudge him” his dues in Tithes, or ary thing elſe ; 
for they will finde they have a good prrmy worth for their Tither in 
the Bleſſing of God, both on their ſoutles and on their" eſtates ;'"if 
paying their Tiches were wholly their own bounty and gift. Which 

ſecondly, they may confider; ishot ſo 3 bat they are as a rert c 

upon their lands, 'beyond what they pay to theit Landiordes outy 

the Miniſter hath ſame benefir by their 'labours, as they have of 

bis. 3. They oughe ſerimfly 9 conflder; that if Tithes were 

' not by Law aſſigned to the Miniftert maintenavce; and paid to them, 
_ they will retarn 2o-the row gy er —_— of too, 
erclfe be confiſeated intoſome ique Exchequer ;for the like, or. 
the fame, dias Bureo be fare wo bon flew flow to the 
Farmerr,or coancrey mans parte, 'by:the ebing of Tithes from the 
Churchand Miniſters. | | 2-4} 
As for the Landlords; Gentlemen, or others of eftaces, and reve-: 

news in land I know many of them feraple their having any 

Tubes by the way of Inpropriitions; they tievee think they thrived the 

better Oe thems many-of thew'if thefr fortunes other ways would. 

bear it, would willingly givethem, or at eafte rates fell chem again 
to the Churches wes 3 Some to their great honour have freely re- 

ſlored them; whom it grieved to fee {o many ſmall Vicarages, . 

and Livings, even readyeo ftavve the painſull Minifters in them z 

So that I cannoc think any rrac Erith Gentlemen, 'thae- ts a good 

Cbriſen;would accept;or doth covet any ſuch augmeritation, which) 

may be added with 4 c-ſe to his. revenews; by having the Mint-- 

iters portian: and f- caſt into Wt of his iahericanee, _ 
rr 3; | 


= 
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Minifters marnttnance ſacred.” ' © 

-of which cannot begreat z but the miſthief ofic ma grear, 
co hiscſtate, his conſcience and poſferity.: And. the:fin ; the 
ſhame,diſhonour and uncomlineſſe of ſuch goquifitions cannot be 
little, when once Chriſtians return to their right witr, from thac 
popular madnelſe, giddinefſe and greedineſſe which may reign for 
2 time; who will notin ſober ſenſes think it moſt unworthy of 
perſons of konour, learning and ingenuity , being Chriſtians, and 
pretending to be more exaQtly a cy ; that (thief having othee 
waycs fair, flouriſhing, and bleſt eſtates ) ſho ſel] their owne, 
thcir families, theic countries and their Churches honour and 
happineſſe, (which conſiſts in true Reiygi.n, andtbis depends on 
true and able AMinifters; and theſe on competent and conſtant main: 
renance ) as Eſau did his birthright and blefling for a mefſe of puts 
tage, tor ſome (mall ſacrilegiow additions ; which carry with' them 
a ſtain to their names, a meth to their Eſtates, and a ſting to 
their conſcience ? Such will be the accepting of Tiches, though 
freely given them, by thoſe, who baveno right to alicnute, or dif+ 
poſe them, otherwayes than the will of the Donours, and picty 
of the Nation have ſetled them for maintenance of the ' Miniftyy. 
And alas, how little emoJument will hence ariſe to ſplendid ;and 
conſpicuoms eſtates? Tithes like Mole bils in an Evening Sun, caſt 
long ſh:dows from little heights ; the noiſe may be great, the be- 
nefic will be little, and the comfort none, from fuck morſels taken 
from the Altar , to which there hangs @ coal of fire, . which ma 
deſtroy even Eagles neſts ; and this with the greatcft juſtice of di- 
vine vengeance; when Chriſtians conſider thoſe robberies and 
ſacriledg's, tend, as to Gods diſhmaur, to the reproach of Chriſtian ' 
reformed Religion, ſo to the unſpeakable temporal] detriment 
of any Church and Nation, belides the ineſtimable. Ioſſe of many 
poore ſoules for ever; who will ſoon want Miniſters, that are 
able and worthy, it there be no other means for them, beyond 
what can be expeCted in a ſhameful and precariow way from arbi- 
trary benevolences ; which never yet failed to fail in a ſhort time, 
as an Egyptian rced, all thoſe that leaned upon / them. Indeed; 
it is a foul! ſhame for perſons of honour profeſling Chriftianityto- 
deal worſe with their holy men, the Miniſters of the true God and 
their onely Saviourz than Pharaoh, and the Epypriazs did 
with theic Prieſts; whoſe Jands they would not buy into the 
Exchequer rents, no not in extream famine; but ſupplyed them 
freely with bread, and preſerved to them and their ſucceſſors the 
lands, dedicated as they thought to the ſervice of their Gods ; 
which piety that great and good favorite Joſeph approved; nor doch 
any zeal Re the true God tempt him to unſeaſonable exaſtions, 


ſacriledges againſt the imaginary andreputed gods of the __ , 
l 


Addreſſe to the Engliſh Gentry tn behalf of the? Miniſtry; = ; 


And here, while I ſerfbuſly conſider the many and great bleſſings An addreſs to 
both of mindes and fortunes, which the bounty of God hath liberally the f_ of 
beftowed on the Enyliſh Gentry ; I am ſo far from ſuſpeRting any England in 
ſuch ſacrilegious baſenefle in them, as if they gaped to make a prey of orer to the 
the Prieſts portion, to devonre holy things, or to rob the Miniſtry of benour of the” 
their maintenance ; Thar TI cannot, but here take occaſion, rather Miniſtry, 
to perſwade thoſe true Gentlemen, whoſe parts and piety , equall' 
their honour and eſtates; that they would out of zez! to the glory 
of G1d, and love to their Saviour, and pity to this Church and/ 
Nation 3 come in, as the (Triarii) laſt aſſiftatice, and ſureſt reliefe- 
of the reformed Religion, and of the true Miniſtry of this Church; 
which is almoſt overborn, and oppreffed, by the cunning and clown« 
iſh clamours, and not by any true valour, worth or virtue, of 
theic enemies : Nothing would be more worthy of that ancient | 
honour, which the Nobility and Gentry of this Nation hath” gained As 0 
and enjoyed in all the world, than to ſee now the Chriſtian zeal and a2 ooky | 

” ; y did- 
galantry of their ſpirits, therefore the more forward, to bear up with Sreac cars! 
the dyynity of Chriſts holy Miniftry, by how much they ſee fo nuany neſtneſſe imer-- 
ſet to oppoſe it, ſeeking by contempt to-debaſe it; and'by po- de for Jrrom 
verty to oppreſk it : preſuming, that the preſent Miniſters, (though' ogy ol 
never ſo learned, godly and faithfull) once over burthenet with ſeru- ,F , 9-y | 
lar neceſſities, wilt not long beable to affert the honoar of their their perion, _ 
calling; nor will any after generation ſucceed co inherit theic po- 'ſubfcribed with 
vercy and paines ; but onely ſuch, as ſhall further debaſe the djg- *Þ<ir names. 
mty of the fun&ion. ; An1415. . 

How' glorious were it, for honourable and: worthy genefemen, Mub-27. 57. 
like. Foſeph of Arimathea (whom good education and experience:of aw ihe 36, 
true Religion have matured to piowwiſdome; and'ſober zeal ) now La 4 
to own Telus Chriſt, when the world is ſtripping, ſcourging \, ' Foſepbof 4ri- 
mocking, and crucifying of him ; when he is fo much: forſaken 'of matbee : A rich 1 
thoſe men, whoſe feares dare not own him; or- whoſe laſts aim to man: an bo- 
make a prey ot him: Now to give the more honour and reſpet” us amd 
to the true: Miniſtery- of this Church, ( by which they have beene- 1.1 a2 jutt: 
baptized, and educated in Chriftian Religion); when” they ſee (0: alſo a Diſciple: 
many vileandillicerate ſpirits, Rtudying to 'debaſe the perſons, of Chriſt, &c... 
ſtriving to deſtroy the very fun&ion ?” This were worthy ofa true owned Chriſt 

| | dgrace more then birch and 'relati-- £24299 beg- 

gentleman, (whom: yertue and gra & ced- bis body - 
ons make ſuch) to ſtand* by the forfaken 4 to countenance the de- Filate, $6, . 
fed ; to pity the opprefied 3 and (atleaſt) to Petition: and inter- 
cede for the preſervation ofthe true Minifer.and worthy Miniſters; 
of whom tlicy and thewhole Nation have: ſ{@ -great-and :good- 
experience. OG _ 

Le doe not think'it- ſeaſonable,. now to invite Gentlemen, (where 
their cſtites and expenſes may bear-it.). to follow. es 


Prov. 30.15- 


Rom, 2, 220 


1 Cor.12.31. 


Phil .Melant. 
& Came-arims : 
highly com- 
mend him for 
his piety and 
xeat: he diced 


IF 53+ 


Mut 1928.29. 


\ 3. 


' goeelly province, Whercin gratefully to: u 


' or poodly for the 


The Minifiry rechemended to ht Gentryg © nah 
of extraordinary. nuzificence, which ſome of. their cank haye here. 
tofore given them; by reſtoring the Iapropriate Tithes and alienateq - 


glebes ta.the Church 3 either trcely , Qr.at. an eahe price z This 


were , now, to giye ſccrilegjaus. rapine a;greater tempeation ; which 
dayly gapes to deyour all the, remains at the Churches Patrimony and 
Dowry. To adde any blqud. now to. the Churches velns , . were but 
more to pravoke the thirſt of greedy and unſatisfied bo ſeleeches of 
this age; whocry Give, give , till they have quite cxhauſfed the 
very lite and ſpirits ofall true Religion. This ration and bouyy 
will be more ſeaſonablein bet.ter times z when Sgeriledge, ſhall be 
accounted ( 45 it is );\a moſt damuable fin, and not atrade, or a frair_ 
of zeal , or a flower of xeformation;, which by the Apoſtles arguing , 
is a more heyzaus ſin, than that of Idolatry, in as much as this owng 
a god, though falſe ; this robs God, though true, | 6 
But behold, I ſhew your nebienefſe a more excellent way. my am-. 
bition is to propound, an higher degree. of Chriſtian glary to-you,. 
the legrned aud religiuus Gentry; which is to fallow the ſteps of that nos 
ble Prince,George Duke of Aubelt; who diſdainednothaving Miniſterial 


gifts,ro ſerve Chriſt and the Church ar Marburg in the work of the Mis 


niſtcy , taking upon. him holy orders, in times of the greateſk cons, 
ccadiftion againkt the reformed Religion: . and eſteeming ir greater. 
henour to tread in Chrifs more immediate. and narrow ſteps, thay 


to, enjoy.the-more ſpacious pathes of ſecular pleaſures , and Stare. 


implymerts ; If you know the excellency- of Chriſt ; the vanity 

this worldsglory 3 the worth of mens ſoules; the weight of that, 
Crown, Which is preparcd forthoſe, tha i forſake al, and follow Chriſt, 
you cannot. think your ſelves diſparaged: by this my humble motion x01 


yous: Your eſtates will ſer a. greater luſtre now on you in.the ger, - ' 
of people, than ever the great Rate, pomp, plency, and digni- 
ties'of former times fer upon your predeceſſours ; who.of many. of 


your families were Church men, and many of them very worthy, 


* ofies: Where God hath. given you gifts, fir for fo ſacred a ſervice. 


of him, and his Chuech , no man.can peApongahea you a more. 

ce them; or a more emi- 
nent way of preferment, . wherewith to.cntcrtaig. your pious and. 
eommendable ambition; which is moſt warth, the pregnancy. of 
your parts, and: g nerouſueſe of. your ſpirits.z, No. Cedar is toe tall, 


* to deſcend. from: Lebron, to the holy hill of Zia; and na Jews 


and: his 


ilding of Gods Temple; Nor, way jt. Altos 


is: too rich.and: glorious, for Lanes Ps 2 x ic NR ; 
[The more or: at, 


dations andwals of the New Jeruſalem. The more/plengor ; 
ſetupon you,the more ſhall you refle&t to his glory and 1 205 
etthar G" wv; profeſſe., by devoting your. ſclves.to ſerve bim, 

is diltreſſed. Church ; in times, w « Jabourerace few + and 


'**.** thole 


f - 


The Ninflry recommended ta the Gentry, © 


vOurs 
addes e, credit, and authoricyto a Miniſters: words ,- to his 
reproots, comforts, monitions,and examples; Av the' expreſi- 
ons of thoſe men, whom, not neceſityot fubliſting, 'but the core» 
ſcience of doing good 3 the unfeigned.Jove they have to Chritt ; 
the ficm beleif they have of the ——_—_—_ the value they have * 


Sepius emollje 


uns eleemoſyna- 
rum dona qu2s 


ſenantiora» oy 
managed,will give you greater advantages, than moſt of 4 a by ep pa07%28» 


on the Lee, that they are ſeldome able to adventure upon any 'way , at” 
further, rhen their country egation; and obſcu ic then: ,1,419,quam de 
who have onely this glory,ot being faithfull ina little, and: bearing Gene collocatis 
poverty with great patience. 033,097 YR 1009 o04005 buithis, bens 
A few perſons ot your rank, and quality, by ſome ſuch þeroic 
2 Tim. J» 


when they ſte the danger? 
Hercules,may cometn'to. 
their-feerupons: 'V 


' by . popular. nevellier- and. preteniprrs 20 3 206 


over: / 


Tob. 106, 3+ 


: Church. 


The Minifiry vieommenled t6 the Gentry: 

wo Break in upan the Minjfry by new wayes, and paibernce of A. 
eu and fanatick prefumpcionsz par pers cbuſe (if God 
moves your heartsto his work) to keap your fret in his way; 
that you may come in by that ancieotand hol ordination s whereever 
ie may rightly bebadin this Church; This will make noe only 
the ue ſheep of Chriſt 3 but the true ſbephernds alfd, glad to heey 
your vdice 3 avd 60 partake of thoſe excellent, gifts, which -God 
hath given you ; which ftudy, prayer, and exerciſe will dayly 
increaſe upon you ; It is great pizy {© many of your learned, and 
pious abiliies ſhould lie idle, ornot have imployment wacthy of 
them ; eſpecially when they are firted for the Lords ſervice, and 
the Lord bath need of ther © Dor net deſpiſe the calliIgs theugh it be 
black, yet it is ' comely , as thecuntaines of $ » thangh ie 
be now forced: to dwell in 5 and to have: its habitation in 
the tents. of Kedor © The firſt of our holy ſunQion, wasa 
wan of ſorrowes, an outcaſt of meng in whom the world thought 
there wasno, form: or comelineſſe : -: Aﬀiftion bath reformed us 
by reſtoring Miniſters to Chriſts image, | | 

Which of yqu thathath the trueſenfe, what ie is to. be a goed 
Chriſtian, and. what bagour it i$t0 ſerve Chriſt in ſaving of uly, 
bue will at the firſt word, which. Chriſt ſends,; hoſe the Aﬀe,. { which 
is tycd it may be to. ſome ſazall ſecular bufinefe, pleaſure, or ſhady} 
and let it be brought tv Chriſt, being fit for bieſervice; That fo being 
ftrowed, abd adooned with. the ri oxoanents wherewich your 


condition is cloatbed; Chrift may with the more conveniency and 

deceney ſit thereon 4 and ride, at.ic were, in-aw cxeraordinary. tri» 
umph. to. Jeruſalan; and many way follow him wibb Ho : 
Bleſing you, thae corre ivr the ave of the Lard to: fare them, le 


incouraggements Cat) NAW exPett, 22 Miniſters of Chreifi 

tha: greater will: be; yaur boon, the: ſizogrer-your comforts, ahd: 
ampler your reward from God; when the- world: ſhall. ſee ,. that 
you hongur-the mork of the Minifery: for the work fake 3 and love 
Chriſt for himſelf, nelefle,' than others. doe, where! thae ſervice 
is attended. with greet revenwess and dignitics;, There will horaly 
be need (more than cnaughy): af: ſhoe Miviſtery, who cap under-- 
toke;the works and notwant the wager 3 eveni.the: meaneſt minded 


* o 


mend. now. begip-eto. divert their: andeducation:to. another 
way rather than that of, the Minifiry, > finding, that: there; thay 


are: like. {don«ſt, to comeagrame, and to, daſh againſtthe 

poverty cud-comenpts A. femol you'{ like Davide worllies.). \ur- 
nifbed with due and divine awbarity forthe. Miniſtery- ae. well: 83 
with gifics wouldevightily ſtand: in che gap, repel, and-comfound 
the. vanity-and: infolence of-thoſe, wha aro tiſew up; ta- layimaſt. 
and deſolate, this ometime fe Jnr; « Miniftry, and; furiſive . 


idiot; a 


| Takinf wy y Tired Ile 3 great burden 


1 Bar ch is mnt gr puree oypn 
worthy Gentlemen, ave parts. atd couragy ev: 

nough, to make ther dare to be goods and rod good, —_ 
and eminenta way, in the niidfſt- of 4: and atrlining nge 
which knows not how to'/priſe the y Seloeimegor word 
to entertain ar > Miniflersofic:-:': [© 

But to return to my lubjeft ie is mol iden ha the The taking 

projeJors againſt Tithe; areno ga >. aMmrys w_— awey Ties 


— the GonkaarandLin tides —_— Ti ne 


om Miniſters, and being i 
=y into —_ bellance of ſecularbuſindlle, -' 
have latcly been;) if then Chriſtian people, ay whers would be 
defirous to have a true: and able Mipiſter { aid cannor fitinfie 
themſelves wich thoſe _ 4 and wnordained Preachers which 
are ſo cheap : ) eraly they will fade a ww burtben muſt then lyes 
wholly on theis eftaces and purſes; ro maincain their” Minifiees 
while yet they muſt pay theie Tirbisorhet wheres | 7 (1+ 

Theſe juſt conliderations, and moſt undeniable reaſons ; bars 
already madethe honeft Teomes fo witey ain ftead. fend of prion 
gainſt tithes, to cryaloud, ae OI [Beforsyou 
crake away Tithes fron our Minifters,, provide. 
Dn © will -be ewrot bery;; if te del 9-0 
t as fhal be neicliey more. \— 6-wa 


people, | 


6 for their nuintenance 3 
Kenyy wmgts 


wo 
' of 


ain of loſe, wer 
Miniftess; That fo' 2 
a7Ang 8 br 


among ui, ard 


—— | 


Kolipion, 
*yhis- ik wore encreale” ob xrue 
I QT Ges) Semen Dr now | 


. The Antidaimifts abuſe of the Caunirey man; : —- 

maked (uch a ſtir int the countrey, by their ſtinging Petitions and buzzin 

roje&ts againſt Tirhes and Miniſters 3 gy know, That 

comes no-men of honeſty and ingenuity, thus; to delude wich 
ſpecious pretences, the credulity of the countrey Farmers, who for 

e maſt.part love their Miniſters ſo well , and priſe the refors 
Religion ſo highly, and value ſo much their Saviour, Jeſus R 
his holy Infticucions , and their own ſoules; that they : would 
utterly Wborre the bottome of theſe repining thoughts and pro- 
jets of theſe murnwrers againſt their Miniſters, if they did bur 
diſcern them: Yea like Zachews, many of them had rather: parc 
with half their goods, than 'ftarve or loſe their Miniſters: and 
their _ _ = a their _ r= noma wy 
zlly plainneſſe, and honeſt. integrity of the Engliſh Teoman, is: 
x4 - and idle, nor ſo ſordid and Fray nor ſo cunn 
and hypocriticall, as theſe-nimbler and fprucer fellows are : whole 
je he Fits, roving fancies, and: fallacious tongues, aim at ' new 
modelling all things ;to their advantages; and bope- with thee 
Feſuitick pretenſtons and fanatick, leaven to infett all ſorts of mengborh 
in City and Countrey : For their defigne js, that all the w 
Minifters .in Eng/and ſhould be rather ſtarved orbeg their bread , 
than that they ſhould. come ſhort of any ſuch rare and little be- 
neficiall., projets as they have in their.crownes : Hoping either 
to buy ſome glebelands and Tithes, or to farm ſome part of them, 
or to haye ſome Office in anew ere&ed Tithe Exchequer, which 
for a whileaffording ſome Miniſters ſome ſmall penſions , afterwards 


will ſerve fos any ſecular occafions, that ſo Miniſters being un» 
provided. of means, the people may be lefe without any Mini- 
- Asfor that fling, which is in theta#l of theſe projeffors, thatby 
paying of Tithes to the Miniſter , the husbandman-and farmer' is 
diſabled to pay Taxes to the State, whom it concernes more , to 


Keep up and pay a Souldiery than a Miniſtry; My anſwer is, As the 
other objeftions-ſayourot bypocrifie, and 'ifelf-intereft , ſo' this of 
flatteryz Theſe Pegpuſſer are ſocuntiing, as to. apply tothe furef 
rock, and turn theniſelves to-any colour, ' which may be fer their 
ſafety: But, are they ſuch wretches, as- to- think , that nothing 
will: ſuthce to buy - ſoldiers : ſwords and \ piſftels , but onely Chrifts 
own food and ra t, which muſt be fold? It ſeems they had ra- 
ther- Ghriſt ſhould goe ſtarved; vakedin his an them- 
ſelves be ungarded:, Butiwe bope,: that this js :nor' the -ſenſe:;of 
any valiage, honeſt, or [religions ſouldier ;.who 'knows how to 
be content with bis wages ;. to doe. injury to no/mun's; leaſt ofall tothe 

inifters of Chriſt, whom they have not yer. ſo Jeaened of theſe 
ren as: to hate and deſpiſe, becauſe they -,would. deſtroy: x" wa 
$4 $41 Minj Is: - 


The deſign of WI hc 
Minifters : And ſure no-;ſouldier, can 

ele of hb 0d Joel res of heh tobe 
they fight againſt the Prote and-in ſtead of av 
dies, turne Renegadoes to; that Proton » In which they were 


brought up. 


The bottom and dregs of ſome mens. agitations. againſt the: ſedled The amof | 
maintenance of $a va in this: Church is,. not Oakes eaſe” Antideci- 


the people from paying Tither, (which they ſhall be fure-to- doe ,, miſts. 


either by way of publique Exchequer, or to the. private purſe of 
Landlords, when theſe have bought. them into: their revenue 3 )) 
the projeft is to have no. ſetled: Miniſtry-in this reformed Church : 

For theſe Antidecimiſts know by their corey, $: Which is 
not very good, (but, thereare. Jeſuites,, who, are. excellent: ar jt) 
That in a (hort time ic will follow, No ſetled.: Jaan maingenance,, 
no able or worthy Miniſter any where-:- But roome enough will. be. 
quickly made, cither for Seminary agitators ; from -forain nurſeries 3 
or for thoſe ſorry pieces, of motly predicants, cand rill : Miniſters ,, 
(Centaures in the Ghurch, that are half. Lajckg,..aud balf Clericly ). 
who are indeed but the by. blower of the Clergy ,yncalled, unordain- 


ed, and commonly anb/eſt ; becauſe falſe Pro ; (either as tothe. © 


errours of their Do@rine; or the acrogaicy of their ROIEy whoſe. 
mp RY on, and tenurey as JE ARE y depend «if 
9 Au ty, flattery, and beggery;; Such deſpi  Medgants, a9 will, 
in a ſhort tame make all ingennvous people weary of their oruiangh 
> wag z and ſuch RG bt map even. aſhamed of them 

ves 

This will certainly followi in a Spaniſh projet us neceiey' 
con [equenceuay, No Sun, day; no tewell,no —_— wa the lamps 


no light inthe houſe; nupay, noſouldier x nib a ma Prov. 14 4.) 


labour of the Oxen :. yea, and the'utter yaſtation of 'the reformed, Re- 


lgion, as to the order; honor, and beauty of its publique pre Sw} Juadg, 15. 3. 


the run- 


as inevitably. ſucceed, as the burning of the corn fields di 
ning of the fiery tailed Foxes among them. | 

But che. Antidecimiſts won, have the Miniſters- of the Goſpel! 
follow other honeſt trades, taking n 
cenary occupations, thar .ſo they mig 


and preach graticy that is; for nothingzand at length as good: as n»- 77 
ting | heck Ben want of: abilisy andauttrority ; How would theſe trade. 


of ingenuous breeding, ; levell of .theic low 
fam; to ſhine ho. better, than-tl ewinkling and . ſnuſfes; 
to be eminent. in;nothing. beyond m_—Fy plebeian pitch, and vulgar - 


t ſpin our their ſexmonsar their 


heir [comes 3-05 dig them out wich 
S113, theie. 


proportions: that ſo. they.mi 
Wheeles ;, ox weave them..up at 


them ſome mechaniok or mers Of Mir' 
earn their livings other ways, ſport by ſome* 


nick 


13. 


iflers 


Aulla res brae 
exercert poteſt 
6b hemine alias 
cccupato, Sen. 
d& breyv. vit, 


L'Cor, 3. 2. 


"The difien ff Antiduthwift i." 
their ade 5 "weigh upd niaiſtre chem In'thelr' Shop; 64 Rinth, 
eo ble them* ap with their chimbles 'and lefts; or” thraſ 
them out with yhelr flayler', and after preach then in ſome hery 
ro their duſty diſciples, who, the beteer ro ſet off their odnefſe and 
ynwontednefſe-to their ſily Teachers, muſt be taught (like crary or 
frantiek, men): to fancy themſelves Into ſome imaginary” perſecution ; 
as it in times of even too grear liberty, they were thus driyen' with! 
their new foand Paſtors, into dens, and cwuer, and woody, rather 
than vauchſafe ts hear with the greateſt caſe, order and decency 
the ableſt Miniſters of Englexd inthoſe places, which” are dedica+ 
ted to the Churches! publique'uſe and ſervice. Indeed the rudt” 
xy of theſe 'mens exereifing their ſel endowments,” and diſcover. 
ing their gre? idfeneſſe ,' by exttmporary- pretingy, may well enough 
conhſt with thoſe 'mechanick imployments, ro' which they have 
been bronghe up ; and from which this their predtcating now and 
then, is buta ſport and recreation ; If it ſhould not turne ro ſome 
aceount for profit 3 Bat'to ſhely'men', as make' the Miniftry of the. 


glorious Goſpel , to be their work and fludy, dayly to ficthemfetyes 


tor that' great and ftrred diſpenſation”, of feving Truths,” and ſublime 
myſteries, it will appeare to be, alone, an imployment, fo more chan 
cnouph ; that there will'be little »acancy tro intengle themſelves in 


ſeowtay and mferiour buſinefſe; whieh is caſting n the” ftars of 


heaven, from their orbs and firmaments, to things cerrene and 


ſordid, which' at beft are but] bfſe und dung in compariſon of the 
excellency of that knowledge of Fejme Chrift, which they determine a+ 
bove all things to know, and make known. If the work of the 
Minftry, Cwhich is of ſo vaſt#latitude, andof fo high concern- 
ment) require andeakes up the prime and flower of the time, as 
well as the thouphts of the beſtand ableft men; that ever werecon- 


3 


brtatng 4 


wY 


. ” 


dentteiniferiele fit riches» 
ly 


the fowelt flep of difprace che dignity of 'chis boly funRion in” 
is reformed: Oharch., op arts pong uti ore 
order of mendicant Fryers; theſe beg, whenrs they rice not; bur 
thoſe ſtallneed, and beg, andhrave nor 5 O how defirons arc theſe 
mn to haveall trne Minifters, Hike co Chriſt their Maſter 3 nor #9 


yoz. 


heve, whereto Bide their bend; while the Pacer have" beter, and the Marth, 8, 267 


birds of the air have neſt; Such airy, Tight and | bigb flying fatter 
cord (who Hike fefted Pigemns, the Jefſe they he Bhd higher chey 
fore } doe dayly build their nefl on bigh , and feather thety very 
well: Yer they could. be welt conrent the fvfile Pau! 


L | .fand 
all his ſucceſfours, in the Miniſtry of the Gafſpell among the Gen 


ts ) ſhonld, either lie fn'the terry of their” own mitk ing, "or elſe 
with the dogs of their flacky,, out of dojer 5 while they fat, and 
aminted may reft at cafe, within the curtdiner of Solomon, and dwell 
in ſciled houfer; to which fonre of thei ſtave ha 
as Miniſters have to their bouſer, gleber and Firhes. 


y ſogooda tiffe; 


Thus, the'e Pharaohs, dream of wone, bur bun cattell int the fietd Gen. 41. 


of this Church ; or, to armpleuttheViſion, they ſee the follo 

lean cattell, whictrare now coming wp, 'afree the former ( which - 

were ſat and wel favoured devoy x Hogs if they hadnoc beerr; 

The new ilk ordained, ill gifret, if maintained, and every w 

ill fewuret Miniſters, will in mn EO 
zined; 


and ſometime cormpe 


mg pirrer of im- 
' Wafters- aff: os 
flared Mimi - 
their” Backy, - 


nts 
Retige 


the gloryof. this Church, and Nation for arty opey' 


3 


nor / 1© 

OT | | ] at": *% 14. 

| you. excellent ſpirited, and toerut? Appeal 19 the - 
candour I 'nniff RH « rab as" thee £ w” , brat fuers: 


"(text Gout wly 


x 
L. grey 
| IT gnks » 9 OY 4 
# - py ; & $- - [" - i *TF, © a * 
viters; th efdefe! BlliMcrinng etncbhytes 
- = , 


nuridus G gjranty,: yOu, 4 4, Jud - 
rg. be'feayene# with the fugzgerion 


2 5am. 24, 24, 


Good Chriſtions aft mort gentvocs totheir Miniſters; 
for: the moſt part” are pitiful piecer of ,ignorance,. xe,.and fa. 
jth ran 4h. ag JAIN as thrgugh yeules $4 yt F n 
the divell whiſpers into common peoples cares, this Infeme!! 0. 
rdcle, Save your purſes, though you danm your jos. yet all worthy 
and true Miniſters, who are humbly conſciow to their endeavour, to 
; deſerve well of this Church of England, (of their own charges and 
a!l other good people) are ſtill far from thae deje&iun, or -defpon- 
dency into which their adverſaries ſeck to caſt them; For, they 
{till haye frequent experiences of their peoples wnfeigned love, re- 


inculcate it, 
hell » profit : )" Thar 
d aſide, and the former 


thes like, ruſbroanes growin 
miſplaced by the people) w 


andelefted,or in any 
Cor. what ever. title 8hey 
ame quickly to plead 


cance I: grudge, :i 
| 22 and fcebious 


* ” 
# 4 


All is well in their 


s 


kd, and blthez though their poor peoples ſoules be ſtarved, their 
| mindes ſcattered, their conſciences crazy , their diſeaſes many ; and 


reither Skill, nor will in their il gified teachers to beat or help they: : 


who are not likely to'be very goodatthat worke, or cure; when 
from among the Lweſt of the people they mount to be Miniſters for « 
morſell of tread, and from countrey Farriers will needs turn Phy- 
fitians ? 

Theſe -men are rather of that ſort, whoſe maths ought to be fp 
ped when they ſpeak perverſethings, for filthy lucrey ſake, as 
Apoſtle Paxitels us: who was no enemy tothe preaching of the 
Goſpell : yet he approves not any falſe intruders,or diſorderly wakkers : 
Every fimple and flight Afſe is not fit to tread out the corn, but the 
ponderous and ſolemn Oxe; whoſe mouth _—— to benmuzzler's 

There are no doubt many Feſuitick, Geniuſſes, in England,who like 
the Ravens would perſwade the Sheep to ſtarve their Shepheards, and 
to beat out their eyes and'brains, pretending that ſo the flock may 
feed the freer, andthe fatter ; but hoping ſoon after, to pluck, 
out the eyes of thoſe weak and ſily animals, and wich more ſafety to 
make a prey of them. + O how farre are. ſome men in theſe days, 
who ſeek thus to pull out Minifterseyes from char erarefullang af 
Rionate zeal of the Galatians to St. Paul; who were ready to pull 
out their own right eyes to doe him good ; before they were Golly 
bewitched by ſuch enchanters who pretended new Goſpels, ſo as 
to _ him - enemy eg err in ks O hon Are 
vain and proud-men to think, ot. any opiniong, which th 
have ed hatched, to be addle; hele Ac, erroneous / if the 
doe but | por themſelves, it matters not haw they diſpleaſe 
God, and thoſe worthy men , who have indeed deſerved beſt of 

em 


Truly (Oy excelent Chriftians) it would, and ought to be,a 
great pr} and fþ 


Tir, x, It, 


15. 
ſhame tothe whole r of the Miniſters of Eng- H.trd meaſure 


land, ſt c y had deſerved no better of thoſe Chriſtians in this 9Fered to Me- 
Church, (whom they have for many years haptized, taughe ; and iſters by 


nouriſhed up in true religion _) by all the lebuwrs of their 


ove; ſome. 


then thus-to have a cxp of cold water, not given to them, buttgken Manb.10.4% 


om them in the nawe of Cbrifts Miniſters. "Herein they are forced 
er | ro your humility, ence, aud equanimity 3 whoſe 
enatefalf piety hath oft cx rour love and value of their per- 
ons, profeſſion and paines, far fferent from, ( | 
ſuffictent to repreſſe) the petulancy of theſe 
beſte Cd ere taught,deſp 


LC 


ES. 


Patrimmnumn 
Crucifixi. 


Av arice moſt iufolent againſt Miniſters; 

of their due maintenance ; that ſo, :the y may deprive the poore 
people of their true Miniſters ; Thar the ſins of this afflifted Nation, 
and ſelf-deſolating Church being filed up,they may bring by a famine 
of bread upon the Minifters a famine of the Word,and a ſcarcityof Miniſters, 
upon the people; which is the (7 Cnrouerr) Palladium; the thi 
ſo much deſired, by the enemies of this and all other reformed 
Churches. 

We know well , and have alwayes found it by ſad experience, 
thatno Adder 4 deafer , and harder to be charmed, than ſacrilegiou 
covetouſneſſe ; which, ( laying one ear to the earth, liftning to its 
gain ; and ſtopping the other with its rail, that it may hear no 
noiſe or voice from heaven) eaſily eludes, and mocks all ſacred ſpels 
of the beſt enchanters, charm they never ſo wiſely : Indeed it is ſel« 
dome ſeen, that any men either private or publique (tor it's poſ- 
ſible a Nation. may be guilty of this fin ) who gilded over their 
holy thefts with the names of Religion and Reformation, ever forbare 
the lin,. or repented of it , or made due reſtitution after it: No 
Harp or hand of David can play ſo ſweetly, as to make this ell 


ſpirit of ſacriledge forſake thoſe Sauls 5 whom it may poſleſle (though 


they be higher by the head than the reſt of the people ) as well as the 
loweſt and meaneſt of the people : whoſe neceſſities may have greater 
temptation, and their conſciences lefſe information of the evill. 
Indeed no man 'is ſo baſe, and feeble, but he dares to adventure 
at this, the robbing of God, of the Church, and the Miniſters; which 
is a felony againſt the publique, andto every good Chriſtians in» 
jury in the Church, or Nation. The reaſon of this boldnefle in 
ſome men is, becauſe they finde, that although men of eſtates have 


quick. reſentments in their particular concernments, of private profit 


or honour; yet they have (for the moſt part ) a great colaneſſe and in- 
differency, as tothoſerthings, which concern the Churches ſupport, 
or Religions patrimony ;, In ſcramLling for which, every man {ſecretly 
wine rt oa he be of the more honeſt and ſevere piety )' for ſome ad- 
vantage. To be ſure, theſe great ſticklers againſt the Miniſters 
maintenance by Tithes make no doubt, but they ſhall lick their 
own fingers well, if once they can but pull them from the Miniſters; 
either they flatter themſelves, ( andI think very fondly) that as 
Tenants they. ſhall ſave their Tithes, from both Miniſter and Land- 
lord; or elſe as Landlords augment their rents; or buy ſome part 
of them ; or, at worſt, have ſome place in a new effice of gathering and 
diſtributing of them. 
c great ſenſe I haveof that little, or no ſenſe, which many 
have of ſo publique a buſineſſe, as that is, which concernes 
the |ſetled ſupport of Miniſters; and in them of all learning and re- 
ligion. in this Nation 3 makes me ſometimes prone to think it, -_ 
' | | : moſt. 


The Miniſters of England merit their mdintenancs; 

moſt a vain, unſeaſonable, and uncomely labour -inme,' or any 
other Miniſters, ( who pretend to ſomething of more ingenaous 
ſpirits) thus to plead, andthat publiquely , -with aty earneftneſſe 
(which ſeems to draw ſomewhat of the dregs of mearnneſſe)) tor 
theic very bread :: which, in che unequall diſtributions of humane 


Tor 


affairs, we ſee is not alwayes to men of worth and . underflandiaz; Ecclef. g 1x, 


whom Chriſtian principles [and patterns. teach-'to dive 


earthly things; to minde things, that' are above; ro- learn-'to Col, 3. 1. 
want and to abound, to be content in any condition ; And .eruly Phil. 4. 14, 


in this, the Miniſters of England, ( Ithink ought to have been pre- 
vented by ſome other advocates, than men of their own coat ; As late- 
ly my worthy friend Mr. Edward Waterbenſey hath done -in- his 'A+! 
pology for learning and learnetimen ; a work zo honeſt and fo 
{caſonable, as well became the candor, piety, and ingenaity of a: 
Gentleman and a Chriſtian,who hath (the honour to have.) made: 
one of the firſt and braveſt adventures in this kinde againſt theſe 
modern Engliſh Saracens, . And poſlibly many good men have a 
good minde fo to doe even publiquely;z but they thinke ir 
is ( conclamata res) a "a and deſperate cauſe , as may bee of- 
fenſtve and unacceptable : I almoſt think ſo too, if ſome men may 
have their will ; and therefore- the rather Ihave been excited to it : 
if it be diſpleafing to ſome, yea to many , yet I doe not think, it 
isſoto themoſt, or the greateſt part of Chriſtians: I am ſure is 
is not to the beſt of this Nation, of what condition ſoever they 
be; they cannot be ſodeftitute of, and unaffefted with, all rea- 
ſon, Religion, grounds of Conſcience, rules of Prudence, confide- 
rations both of piety, honour, and boneſt policy : In all which they: 
are related by their own intereſts to the good and welfare of their 
true Miniſters. As. Socrates when he was reproached for having 'ne 
preferment in Athens, anſwered, It was enough for him to have 
fitted himſelfe for preferment; It was other mens work to beſtow it 
on him : So the ſtudious learned , modeſt and pious \Minifters of 
England, might well bave thought it enough for them, to have 
merited imployment, and decent entertainment ; naring with much 
paines, and ſtudy, andprayer furnifted- themſelves for | 
word and work within the bounds of their calling; It ſeems hard 
thus to be put (many of them after many yeares ſore labour and 
travaile of their ſoules) to plead for their wages, or livelyhoodz 
yea and for their liberty, but -to works while it. day," in the 
Lords Vineyard, of this Church ; wherein Chriſt hath ſet and or- 
dained them. ; | 
Although there be a generation lately ſprung up of degenerate 
Chriſtians, and ungenerow Enghſh ; who would make this whole 
Nation like themſelves, GE of the very b:nes of thoſe _— 
tt 2 ent 


ba. 


zos 
Inryate patrid 
af of a quidem 
wea babes. 
Liy,an,ur.5 66, 


os (Ven 
ww IuT7s5 Cons 
Tx mviacdye- 


26,N 4701.52, 


The Minifters of England merit thirr miinteuwanie; 

lent Minifters, which have lived here and merited ſo well of 
the publique ( as Scipio Aficanus faid of bis bones, when he'dird, 
banithed by his ungratefull countrey , which be had ſo preſerved) 
yet (we hope) neither the moſt, nor the beſt of meri can be ſo ſtu- 
pid, as notto conlider how much they are concerned in the con« 
tinuance and incouragernent of ſuch Miniſters among them ; 
wherein no Nation or Church under heaven hath exceeded this, 
However Miniſters be earthen veſſels, and many have had both here- 
tofore, and lately, great flawes and mariy faylings ; yer they ought 
in this Nation to be ftill highly regarded. if not for their learning, civilk 
ty,ingenuity and good ſocieey( which is to be valued in any Nation 
that covets not to be barherow ) yet for their work ſake; for thac 
Goſpell, that God, that Saviour, that bleſſed Feſw his fake, whotn 
they {truely teach; for the holy Scriptnrres ſake, which they ſofre- 
quently, and ſo fully explains for thoſe holy Sacramems, which 
they ducly adminifter z both for che admiſſion and augmentation , 
birth and nourifhment of Chriſtians in the Church of Chriſt; for 
the holy and good coufels, and ſpirituall comforts which they ofc 
give; forthe many wiſe ſtops ah PROIII to fin and errar, 
which they frequently put ; for the publique and good , 
which moſt of them afford, and all Id, by their 6th 
ling ; Theſe are cords of love enough to draw and binde all excek 
lent Chriſtians ro them; theſe are places of Oratory ſufficientts 
make even any ordinary ſpeaker an eloquent and potent Orator it 
their behalf. | _ 
. And for my owne part, having taken ſome ſerious view of 
the eſtate of this Church and the Miniſters of it, both in refe- 
rence to ' the preſent and after times; both as to that real! 
worth, which hath been; arid il is- in them ; the excelent tc 
of themz and the miſerable want which will be of them; | 
cannot but ar preſenz, be extremely ſenſible of, and yery much 


pity, thoſe ſharp, ſad, and wijuſt nccefſitier, which already Have 


muſt preſſe dayly more upon many worthy men of then; 


and their familtes, it ſome mens enyoes and malicious F 


take place: onely I hope better w_ of thoſe, whoſe wiſdote, 


piety pu influence hath hitherto , under God, re- 
« Prained . thoſe taines of the great deep, from breaking in 
' with. all ſacrilegiow- widerce upon. the whole Miniſtry : whoſe 


- "Wiſdore, power, or counſel], I doe not any way by this Apo- 


logy feek to obſtrut or prejudice, as to any thing that may de 
better diſpoſed of to the advantage of true Religion _ che Church 


of England; which are inſeparable from a right and ſetled Mini- 
try ; nor can that be had Sichoue ſuch maintenance, as is worthy 


of. worthy men. 
it 


The eonfort of god Ninifers. 50g 
If no men will be wich us, bur all ur ay rr and ſome oppoſe 17. 
us, as Miniſters : yet we grooms lides the frpathy and Good Mini 
charity of you , O excellent Chriffians 3 which is,patience and prayer : ſters hopes in 
* He that allowes us to pray for our dayly bread , and commands their deſerti- 
us to labour honeſtly for it, even in this tun&ion of the Miniſtry ; ons from men, 
he teacheth us to beleive, that he will either give ict, or thegrace od $ 
to want it. There may be ſome good * Obadiahs, who will feed — 

the outed and impoveriſhed Prophets f the Lord, by fifties in their Though he 

erver, and obſcure retirements, as ſome have already done; and was very poors 

it may be good Miniſters ſhall then ſpeak lowdeft , when their inter py 

mouths are flopped; and be as well liking in all true grace and '** oc 

comforts of Religion with * their pulſe, as thoſe that feed dayly on xg pt Hou 

Kings proviſions. 298 1247; S20- 
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However , if we muſt be thus ſtripped and ſtarved, togratifie 
the luſts of ſome men ; yet we hope for this mercy from God, and 
favour from man, that we ſhall not be forced to deſert owr cal- 
ling 3 or to contrat a woe of not preaching the Goſpell, while we have 1 Cor, 9:16, 
abilities, though we preach (o& meyer tay ſiniv9 ) though we have. 
no publique incouragement : For why ſhould. all our ſtudies and: 
time be made unprofitable? It may be, we ſhall,. by: Gods: 
help, redeem our former defe&ts, by after diligence-in the work of 
Chriſt : we may happily work, and war the better, when we are ;>,,4, ze: 
more expedite , lighter armed, and lefle incumbred with-envy and jnopers, nudamt' 
worldly impediments: We may (I hope) without preſumption crucem nuds 
enjoy that liberty to preach the Goſpel,. which- others now taketo f queres expee 
prate againſt-ir, and us 3 and it may be, peoplewill hear, and-pro- bed, ng 
fit better , when. they ſee they have the Goſpell ata cheaper rate's *7,,0b;% leron,. 
and will be more in- love with the reformed; Religion, when Pauperefic 
they (hall ſee, how mack better ary Mp ocien they have of that. no poreſt qui 
than of the Komiſb ſuperflition which is more cſth by farre , yer 474d Drvm tie" 
lefle comfortable to a ſerious Chriſtian :* Though we be made pores Taki. rag 
yet we may flill make manyrich; though we have mwhing; yet we . 
may enjoy &!! things z though we are are troubled on every ſide, yet we 2-Cor, 6: 10.,. 
may not be diſtreſſed; though rplexed, yet.notin deſpaire ; though 
perſecuted by men, yet not firſaken of God'; tlough' caſt down and: 
caſt out, . yet:not deſtroyed, through the grace-of God, which is ſuf- 
ficient for us; Many worthy Minifters may juſtly plead for their _ 
liberties, lives and livings; as thoſe did with 1/hmael, Deſtroy ue O40 Gs 
mt, for there are treaſures of learning and ſaving knowledge with 
us, But.ict is better tor them, 4 be Chriſis Lazeruſſes, and beggars, 
£% Þ Wh ; 
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15. 
Miniſters juſt 
plea for th: ir 
own, neither 
covetousy nor 
uncomely. 

* AC. 19, 25. 


Minifters plea for their dues not uncomely. 
than the worlds rich gluttens and favorites: Yet it- muſt needs'be 
{o; and ſo it willbe, unlefſe ſome Michael. and his Angels, over- 
come- this greedy Apollyon , this ſacrilegivus Abaddon, this penurious 
Divell, anu his Angels, who prodigally ofers Kingdomes 'to 
damne one ſoule, but grudgeth one groat to redeem many thou- 
lands. 

Nor will your nobleneſſe ( O excellent Chriſtians ) interpret this, 
which I bave wrote in behalt ot the maintenance of Miniſters, in 
this Church and Nation, to be'any pleading for Bat, or clamour« 
ing like Demetrixs and his complices in his panick feares, for his ſilver 
ſhrines and his Diana ; where he coniidered more his gain, than his 
Goddeſſe: Theſe areunjuſt and malicious glojes, which the enemies 
both of the Minitry and of humanity, are prone to put upon any , 
that plead nev.r ſo righteous a cauſe with words of the greateſt truth, 
juitice, ſubernefſe, and moderation ; thoſe having a ſtinking breath 
themiclves, think every mans unſavoury. But by the leave of ſuch 
latrant Orators, and back-biters, I muſt tell them, what the wiſcr,and 
more Chriſtan world well knows; that there is no cauſe, why 
Mmiſters, more than any other order of men, ſhould negle@ in fair 
and juſt wayesto obtain for, or preſerve to, themſelves, and their 
{uccefiours,thoſe worldly comforts,and ſupports,which the providence 
of God and the Chriſtian munificence of this Nation hath in the 
moſt free way of gift and by Law granted to them in Gods name, 
and tor the Gevice of Chriſt,and the honour of Religion 3 Other 
men are commended for their good husbandry, and honeſt care, 
to preſerve their juſteſtates ; which tend not ſo much to the pub- 
lique good, as the labours of Miniſters doe: who may not in 
prudence, or conſcience negle& thoſegreat, and publique concern- 
ments of Chriſt, and his Church, with which they are intrufted : 
Yea if they ſhould have an eye to the reward,to their own juſt right 
and particular intereſts (which all other we ſee ſtill have) 'yet it 
were no more than Law and Reaſon, all humanity and Chrifiani- 
ty allow ; unlefſe they would be worſe than thoſe Infidels , that 
provide not fer their own families ; orbeas bad, as thoſe men, who to 
provide for themſelves, and their families, care not to rob, and de- 
ſolateevcn the Church and family of Chrift : Miniſters may be wiſe, 
yet innocent ; provident, yet not ſordid; diligent in things honeſt, 
yet not injurious to others: Nor' is it any whit uncomely for 
them, to crave this juſtice or favour from any in power ; That they 
may quietly injoy thoſe publique rewards of their learning and 
Jabours, which are injurious to no man , merited in the eſteem of 
all honeſt men ; and therefore offentive to none, but envious eyes 
and evill mindes; Being the fruit of the publique botnty, wiſdome, 
gratitude, and de votion of this Chriſtian Nation to God, to Chrift 

a 


Miniſters truſt in God. 
and his Miniſters; what they bave a long time by law injoyed; 
what they are rightly poſſeſſed of z 'and what they have no way , 
forkcitcd (unlefſe ocher mens calmmmies andcavils, their covetous 
roje&s and defires of novelty, bethe crime aud fauit of Miniſters:) 
Andlaitly, they doe intend with all peaceableneſſe, thankefulneſe, and 
uſefulneſe to uſeaud enjoy, if Godand man permit; ſo that no man 
(hall have cauſe to repine at theirenjoyments, who knowes how * * 
to make uſe of their gitts and labours. 
The ſbame of pleading this cauſe of Miniſters maintenance lies at. 
their dore, who meditate, ſpeak, and a& ſovileand d:;ſhineſt things 
againſtthem, as force them, thus to vindicate their juſt rights ,. 
againſt unjuſt projets: which ſcek by fa{ſhood and violence to take 
away not only the childrens,. but the fathers bread too, and to' give it 
to dogr; who alwayes have ſought to bring this reproach and 
ſeandall on this and other reformed Churches; that they till carry 
on, and ſerve ſome covetous and ſacrilegions deſign with their refor+ 
mations : When (Gog knowes) it is not the deſign, nor delire of 
any , that are truly reformed Chriftians, to robb the Church , and 
Churchmen of one ſhvelatchet ; but rather to have added neceſſary 
augmentations to them : if they had notalwayes been hindered by 
the covetouſneſſe and envy of ſome croſſe fattiom, who have longed 
to.ſce the day, when with Rebſhakebs unclean ſpirit, and foul, language ," 1141, 36, 12, 
they might ſceall the reformed Clergy, reduced to thoſe ſordid ne- 
ceſities ; which I have as much ſhame to write, as theſe Avtiminiſteri= 
all ſtickers have pleaſure ro wiſh ic,and glory to ſpeak it. _ 
Our comfort in the worſt of times and things is, That we kyow 19. 
in whom we have truſted : not in theſe Eyyptian reeds, which may taile True Mini- 
us and pierce us,but in the living God ; whom we have ſerved hougy ſters comfort. 
with many frailties,yet with ſincerity and podly ſimplicity; We beleive he Mita quidem 
will not fail us , nor forſake us, though mens though Chriſtians, roy Frye 
though reformers doe 3 There is not a better fign of Gods love, than TR 
to beperſecuted for rightemſneſſe ſake ; It is our honour, as St. Ferom yah. ” 
wrote to St. Auſtin, that the divell and his fanacick. faftions do wy, ,.. 
unanimouſly hate us, and malign us; for if they were for Chriſt , 
they could not be againſt w: And we finde by experience, that theſe 
Antiminiſteriall agitators have no ſauctrdiſpleaſure again{t any men, 
be they never” ſo flagitious, or their eſtates: never ſo lyxuriant, as 
againſt the moſt orderly and deſerving Miniſters : So that it is their: 
picty and pains, which afflifs their enemies, more than their plenty; 
And if they cannot ſtrangle Chriſt in-the' Cradve, yet. they hope to/ 
ſtarve him in the-Deſart. | RET: 
Blefſed be God, we ſee the end,and bounds of theſe mens power, 
and malice 3 They are finite fleſh, and not infinite. Gods 3 yea they 
are proud fleſb, lately rien up, which. God will gat, off with fining: 


© ovrreſrees. 
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Gal, 2. 5. 


Mintters truſt in God. 
corroſiver, if ever be heals this Churchand Nation ; Theſe m 
never ſet us on work, nar doe we on ſuch anjuſt maſters 


for our wages : Though they 'be not converted or gathered from 
their follics, faftions and ſeparations, yet our reward ſhaſl be 
from the Lord, who hath ſent us, and whom we have ſerved with 
faithfull hearts; as to our temporary fubliſtence, we hope wee ſhall 
never depend on theſe mens injurious juſtice, or c:uel merties ; much 
leſſe on their envious alms, and ſupercilions charity, who are our ee. 
mies for the Goſpels ſake, wiiich we preach : And aſthougb we ſhould 
not be proteFed in point of our civill rights from their deſpighr 
and rage; yctas tothe honour and vindication of our Min: 
and holy tun&ion,we muſt not give place, nonot for an houre, to their 
cavils and calumnies: Yea wedoe not deſpair, but that we may find 
ſo much equity, and pity in ſome mens hearts, in whoſe hands is 
power; that they will rather harken, and incline to the juft 
ot thoſe labourers in Chriſts karveft, (who have bornethe beat and 
burthen m_ day, and who crave but liberty firſt to doe thework, 
to which Chriſt andthe Church hath ordained them; and nexec, 
which is but a juſt and righteous thing , to. enjoy that reward, 
which the Law hath afligned them }) than to liſten to the envious 
ſuggeſtions, or injurious propoſals, ot thoſe novell ' intruders upon the 
Miniſtry , who haveyer given not the leaſt aſſurance 'to "the 
wiſer world, or any reformed Chriſtians, that they in any thing 
exceed, or equdf! the true ancient Miniſters of England; '\nor have 
they yet, by any demonſtrations of modeſty, ingenuity, ſenſe of 
honour, or of ſhame , nor by any part of good learning, (which 
they decry and hate ,) norby any other uſefull and commenda- 
ble quality, redeemed themſelves, from the moſt ſordid paſſiuns,and 
ſaddeſt diftempers of humane nature 3 nor yet reconciled them- 
felves to any love and value of vertue, worth and excellency in 
others. WE . 
We know well, that their ignorances,and errours are grofie in 
many things,both divine,and humane, (for how can they but erre 
Liecdys who are very a&ive, and for the moſt part bath-boldand 
blind? ) Any piece of ruſtical ignorance & clowniſh confidenceſerves 
ſome mens turn to oppoſeany Miniſter withall, ſetting up'their 
uppetly Teraphims, their deformed Dagons, their lmages of jea- 
books inthe place and temple of the living God. Among their 
other errours, this, we hope, is none of their leaſt ; that they fancy 
andevery whereproclaim;that they have ſo charmed with their phitters 
and enchantments, ( which are Confe&ions. made up of ignorance anc 
-xmalice; pride and cruelty ; covetouſneſſe and uncharitableneſſe 
ropethier, with a-perfe& diſdain of all, that is rationall, learned or 
exccllent)that with theſe charms they have ſo poſſeſſed many _ 
| mo 
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to mites and thepetiinne being made enemies to true 
Minifters, without acauſe: One of whoſe ſeriew and folid abilities, 
is able to doe od to Charch and State in one year, than 
can be hoped from the whole fraternity, and fation of thoſe ſaper- 
ciliow adverſaries of the Miniftry, in as many apes , as a year hath 
dayes; For it wiſe men may guetle at the future, by what they al- 
ready finde of them,they muſt conclude,that like Fiſtules and gangrened 
Ukers, the longer _ prevail, the more deſperate and incurable 
they will be, both to the Church and the State; every day bringing 
us neerer, either to old Rome, or the elder Bebylm : to ſuperſtition, 
or confulton.For there is nothingalmoſt in this Charch of England, 
as to theextern order and of Religion, which ſome of 
theſe Antiminifterials, and Antidecimiſts doe not conteſt againft 
and tudy to overthrow. | 

Which makes me here a little digreſſe, (yet not from wr Prop yem 20. 
delign (which is to fatidfic all excellent Chriſtians and others, as Anſwer to 
to any thing by theſe men objeftable qr hp Minifters and Mis other leſſe 
niftry of the Church of England) by looking at ſome leſſer cabuns ſeruples. 
nies and cavils, which they every where ſtatter among the common 
people, toalienate them from , or prejudice them againſt cheie 
Miniflers : quarrellingagainft che places, where publiquely we mert 
to ſerve God, and many things nſed by us in our holy Miniſtrar)- | 
ons; - 1, Asto the gue places where Chriſtians meet and Ofpublique 


Miniſters officiate, ſapercricical} maſters of words, and cen- places called 

ſors of all mens language and manners, but their owne, cannot Gburcbes, 

— pngpend th (arher ig) COTE Ea 

p Churches ; they ſcomn very ſevere ſmiler , and fu» _ - | 

percilious frownes ;/{0 / is cheir judgenient, and ſo {c ol br ode ng 

their conſcience, that :they had rather pull down ſuch publique ap ogy My 
and convenient places, than vencure to'be » by <ominginto books andde- 


them, or once ſomuch,, as to call them Churches; they ſay they have Rftroy all the 
far higher ſeuſes, and definitions of « Church, than'will agree wich —_— 
piles of wood and floner. _ Euſeb.biſt.L,20. 
_— We doubt notof their deep Divintty, tonching a Church ; L 
which it may be, they will notdare yer tozefinez asnotbeing well 
agreed, what aChurch is, or what is the right naatcer and forme or 
way of a 'Churchz Much' brokettand wrangling ftuffe they have 
heaped up touching a Church z bart ſcarfe one ftoneis yer laid of 
the edifice, I have etherwhere endevoured to PE vl 
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Mbyrinth of their rubbidge z who have diſputed more about conſtituting 
(ry mu ever they ſtudied to be-{ivelyand members, - ei- 
ther of the higheſt ſenſe of a Church, the myfticall body of Chriſt, 
(which is made up by faith andcharity ; ) or of that lower ſenſe of a 
ſociall Church, which yer is moſt proper to us, and fals neereſt 
under mans conſideration ; which confiſts of a viſible polity of men 
on earth profeſling to beleive in the name of Jeſus Chriſtz and 
partaking of thoſe holy Inſtitutions, which hehath appointed, both 
to gather anddiftinguiſh, to plant and propagate, to build and 
preſerve, to guide and govern ſach an holy fraternity of religious 
profeſſors, in«ſuch truth, order, andunity ; as to havea profeſtionall 
relation to Chriſt the head; and a communion of Charity with 
each other, as membersof one body : which is that Cathelick Church 
ell over the world in its ſeverall parts and branches : In theſe and 
ſome other the like ambiguities about a Church as greater or leſſe 
they pleafe themſelves, ſpending much time to inftru& their fil 
us a , how much difference there is, between theſe Churches of 
Chriſt, which are ſpiritual}, or rationall; . and! thoſe Steeple- houſes , 
| —mnn other (weaker ones) call, moſt abſurdly as they pretend, 
Churches. 

O how devouta thing is ignorance / How Sarephick, men, and 
women grow, by. having noskill in any language but their own 
mother tongue, which yet in this is of our fide; and being the. 
rule of ſpeech, every where juftifies our calling thoſe places Chur- 
ches, by the authoricy of the beſt writers in humanity, law, hi- 
ſtory, or divinity. But that they ſay wasan erxour of (| which 
men ſucked in with their milk : which to ſpend evaporate , 
theſtmen are every day making iſſues in 7 teane} Hema eares 5 


th my unlearn that dangerow errour, and ſcandalous word of 


calling the. meeting places, Churcher, I know theſe Rabbies ſcorne 
to be brought to their Grammars, or to any Etymologicall au- 
thours or makers of Di&ionaries;z (for theſe they reckon among 
the curſed ſpawnof learned men: and-look on them as'if they were 
Megroes o&.Chams poſterity.) yet Icannot but make a lictle ſtay 
here, that I may ſhew them.the way to that heall Chureh'; where ſome 
of them havenot been, theſe many-years, unleſſe it be to make a 
wrangling rate; For however theſe be not the main [lcers which 
I detire to cure; yet they are a ſtrange kinde of itch, and ſcurfe 
of Religion, which makes many Chriſtians oft ſcratch very un= 
quietly and unhandſomely. a af +854; 
It is very cafie, and very trueto tell them, that it is /no more 
unproper , to call theſe places, where Chriſtians as the Lordspeo= 
ple publiquely meet to worſhip the Lord, Churches 3 than it was to 
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call rhe Synagogues among the Fews , the Houſes of. God, for the 


building.: 
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building of which we read no. preciſe commend from Gods: which 
was but for one houſe namely the Temple at Feruſalen. The Sax, 


Scottiſh, Britiſh, Dutch names, which are from the G eeke The 
(Kvecexds: ) ſo the Latin, Dominic, (as the Lords Tatle, wie the Then? _ 
Lords dey) ſignifies no more than this; That ſuch a place,. time, ancients Erclee 


fa, DeiDomus, 


_ or table, is ſer apart for the Lords ſervice; or for the Lords people: 5,21 de 
s P Ue- 


Doth not Joſhua ſay, I. and my houſe will ſerve the Lord? mean OR 
Doabodd fnthy 2 chemerrtal pies Free ads ny DRONE 
for both the perſons, and the place; . ſo is the Parliament bouſe for Dominicuas, 
both : Theſe Metommier are no ſolaciſmes, but clegancies,andvpti- Aut 

tudes of ſpeech; and if they were lefle proper, yet ſure. it is. no ColeTe how, 
fin for Chriſtians to ſpeak after the wlger uſe, and common lan- .Cyp. 

guage. True Religion hath ſer no ſuch pedantique boundr, as theſe Burner, Nat? 
captions Criticky would pretend; which ſcrupuloſity of fpeaking 3s 75 fiom- 
is among the other pedling ſuperſtitions and: popular wifles, which 7*, 925991 c=: 
they pin on the ſleeve of piety : Aﬀe&ing wh knowne by ſach ler Tag 
ſmall differences of ſpeech astheir Shiboleths from other Chriſtians : oy 9s es - 1 
Indeed their great penury both of knowledge, anddiſcretion makes 2 
ot no mr fic Maſters to teach men , how to ſpeak, or what 'E* 5a? m_ 
to doe - s . * . IAXNTP 17 
pales No " ow to give ; cheir learning, and their liberality are 6m Ten : 


A.9, c.10, 


oTxos Exrancic; : ExxAnmagneus . If. Pet, þ 2. Bp. 246 


2. As itis caſie tohelp theſe Infant-wits over the ſtraw of the; -,, 
name, Church, applyed to the place which they will needs make a:0f C/y; 
tumblingblock: {o with as much eaſe we may relieve them, from-;c;e, ;r ons 
that rock, of offence,, on which they daſh , againſt the places we ,n,92, * 
call Churches ; in of their dedication, or conſecration to ſa». TE 
cred or religious uſes: This they have onely heard ; (ic may This fubje& 
be they never either ſaw or 1 it) . yet  abominate the, i*|<rncdl 
proces for .the report; counting them deſecrated ,, and. exe». p2d Coats. 

A 4 : of. , - 
i 4 ** derrook) by the incomparable Mr, Hooker, 1. 5; >= o 
Here they may pleaſe to know, That wiſe men look upon that, Vide Hopi 
ancient 'choal kno Chriftians of ſerting ſolemnly —_ ſome. Templnum 
place for the ſervice of God, 'not, 3s aBy, affxing inberent bolineſſe. O,f17-,1,4 
to cher or derly Yany wwniodive Or viruall hahmeſſe from» jr prune 
them; 'but* mieetly' a pul and ſolemn owning, appointing , /anfireris babe- 
and declaring thoſe houſes or places to be ereCted, and dedicated 7*? Beryvid. > | 
by common conſem for thoſe holy ends , uſes, and duties, which **<- 
Chriſtians. oughepo tntexid,, when they meerin thoſe placess ygg Net /otus box 


minem, ſed.ho- 


2:1 phines locureſunffifiecants” Nemo ſe Mandiarw de loco, quiſenttus ditinur, Bero, 182, 
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of places ſet apart to holy. uſts; 
for common, civill , profane, or uncomely affaires; which appro. 
priating 'or dedicating is an aft of right Reaſon ». flowing from the 
light of Nature , and that common notion of reverence tobe ex- 
ternally expreſſed to God, which is in all men, that owne . ay 
God: which right Reaſon is moſt agreeable to true Religion, and al- 
wayes as ſervient to it, as Deacons, and Church-wardens ought to 
be to the Miniſters in holy things; as both theſe, Reefs and Re» 
ligion, diſtinguiſh ends, duties and commands,which aredivine, (as 
coming from God , or relating to bim ) ſolikewiſe they difſting 
times, places, perſons,ations, and other things, which are ſeparated 
from meere. humane, natirrall, and civill uſes, to ſuch, as are (both 
ye ary andintentionally) divine ; _— » from God and. 
tor God : Nor can the God of order (who hath made the beauty of 
his works to conſiſt, and to be evident in thoſe diſtinJions, which 
he hath ſer upon every thing, both in the | and individually 
God (1 ſay) cannot be diſplexſed to ſtemankinde, (on whom is the 
beauty of —_— or Chriftians, (on whom is che of Reli- 
gion ) ro uſe ſuch order, diſtinftion and decency in- all things, 
' which becomesthem both as men and Chriftians; after theexam- 
Maub. 9.35- ples of the Apoſtles and Chriſt himſelf , who went abouc all the- 
Cities and Villages, teaching in their Synagagen and preaching the 
Goſpell of the Kingdome; which alſo befics and adorns Chriſtians, 


corfuſon, as much as 
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tip Sidon, © 
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command 
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command to doe them, than the judgement,and conſent, orcaſtome: 
of wiſe and holy men; which we have for this uſe of beall Churches, 
thus peculiarly applyed to holy ſervices, ever {ince Chriſtians had 
either abilicy to build them,or liberty to uſe them, which is at leaſt 
1400 years agoe. : 

If bumane, or Romiſb ſuperſtition. uſed, or affefted, -or opinedany 
thing, in conſecrating Churches,which is beyond true reaſon,and ſound 
Religion, yet we do not chink,.that to be a wy hd pr ſo to 
the wals of the buildings, that they muſt be ſcraped all over, - or 
pulled doypn, elſe they can the cleanſed; No : But, as places arenot,any. 
more than timer, capable of any eſſcariall gratious,or inherent ho- 
lynefſe, (which is onely in Gody, Angels, or. Men,) ſo neither are 

ey capable of inherent unholineſſe, The ſuperſtition is weak on either 
fide,& weighs little 3 but the worſt is on this fide,to which theſe men 
ſo incline; which tends more: to profaneneſſe,/upineneſſe,and fron 
in the outward garb of Religion;which is not either fo Cynical,or ſo —_— | 
tetricall, as theſe men would make it. Whar everthere is reall or ni erate Des. 
imaginary,of Superſtition in the places ,, or. rather in mens fancies ;mpjum decore- 
of them, who poſlibly aſcribe: coomuch to chem, ic will as calily, congruo. Amb. 
recede, and quit them,, when they come. to. be conſecrated by the of. |. 1,7, 21. 
Churches reall performing of holy ſervices, . or bl ne religious | 
duties in them ;- as dreams doe vaniſh, when one'awakes;z or as 
the dark fbadowes of the night depart from bodies, when the Sun 


comes to ſhine 9n them, or into themz if rheſe, poore ebjedtors 


mindes and ſpirits,. could as foone be freed irow. thoſe protane, 
ſuperſticiousand uncharicable tinares, (with which they are,as 
with a jaundiſe deeply infe&ed ,. againſt thoſe places, and againſt - 
thoſe that uſe them,. with thedecency> Pony duties done to 
the Money of God, .and in the preſenceof the Charch of Chriſt) 
as thoſe places (; yt / called Churches) may be freed fromall mi(- 
rehenfions, -of their name, . or their dedication ;.1tche former 
were as eaſfie, as the latter 5; both locall and: rationall, materiall and 


mentall Churches ,. both: places xerſons,, might long land and 
flouriſh ;, Both which ſome ala as x ly. 19> utterly co break Pſa, 74. 6: 
dowu, and demoliſh, - that there may. be neither Chriſtian Congre>; 
gations, nor, run ade uaiog.in any publique place,beyond —=—* 
the beauty of aBarn os Stable. -, 

Buc theſe men- have: ſo much. tihwder and Ggoanis, In them, as 22- 
gainſt Miniſters, that, 'whatever they enjoys ay, uſe, or doe in Anſwer to 0» 
their fan&ion, be ic never ſo. innocent and decent,” yet” kindle ther quarrels 
ro ſome offenſive ſparkees; or caters, and flames againſt them. z As If ageinſt Mini- | 
all the Miniſter TVs Church. knew. not what. to. doe, ,,as chap ſters publique 
ſhould, all theſe.new maſters undertook to Sqboo! and Carac e duties. 
them, R : "7p 2233.” 5 
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Tf any Miniſter prayes publiquely with that gravity, underſtanding, 
and conſtancy, either for matter, words, or method, which beſt be. 
comes a poore {infull mortall on earth, when he ſpeaks to the God 
of heaven ; It is (they ſay), bur a form, and a ſiinting of the Spirit. : If 
they preach with judgement, weight, exaQneſle, and demonſtration, 
of truth,it is not by the Spirit; but of ſtudy and learning, If they read the 
Scripture, *tis but « deadletter, and meer lip-labour : If they celebrate 
the Sacraments with that wiſdome, reverence and decency which 
becomes thoſe holy myſteries ; they quarrell at zbeplace, or time,or. 
geſture, or company, or ceremonies ufed ; Not conlidering that 
Ceremonies in Religion, are like hair, ornaments, chough not el- 
ſentials ; and ought to be, neither too long, leſt they hide andob- 
ſcure it; nor too ſhort, leſt they* leave ic naked and deformed ;. 
Since the endand uſe of them is no more, but to ſer forth piety with 
che greater comelineſſe and auguſter majeſty to men. If they name 
any Apeſile, Evangeliſt, or other Chriftian of undoubted ſanfiity,with 
the Epithet of Saint, they are ſo ſcared with the thought of the 
Popes canonizirg Saints , that they ſtart at the very name ſo uſed: 
as if it were an wnſanGified title; and not to be applyedto the me- 
mory of the juſt, which is bleſſed, but onely arrogated to ſome per- 
ſons living , who frequently and ambitiouſly cl themſelves,and. 
their party, The Saints : If they aſe theancient Doxology, ing 
glory to the Father,Son,and holy Ghoſt, which all ChurcheG 
and Latin, did ; the Socinian and Arian Ears of ſonie men are highly 
offended at it : as if Chriſtians muſt ask them leaveto own the boly. 
Trinity, and to give ſolemne publique glory to the Creator, Sa» 
viour, and (anftifying Comforter of the Church. If Miniſters 
uſe thoſe wholeſome forms of ſound words, which are fitted to theme- 
mories, and capacities of rhe meaneſt - hearersz containing ſhore 


ſummaries of things to be believed, praftifed, ar prayed for; as -q 


the Creed, the ten Commandements, and the Lords Prayer ; Preſently 
theſe men fancy them as the recitation of ſome charmes ; and look on 
che Minifter,as ſome Exorcift, confined to theſe Articles of flinted 
ſpels and formes : Yea ſo far hath the prejudices, atfeQations and 
ignorance of theſe men prevailed, againſt all Reaſon and Religion , 
in ſomeplaces; that many Miniſters (in other things) not unable, 
or unworthy men, arecrried away with fear and popularity to com- 
ply with thoſe mens fondneſſe in a way of diſſimulation;, Forbearing 
co uſe publiquely at any time either the title of Saint due to hol 
men, or the Lords Prayer , and the Decalogue; which are bot 
Scripturall Summaries, and commanded to be uſed, $0 alſo they 
hay afide the Creed, which is an Ecclefiaſticall | 


out of the'Scriptyre, and very ancient in the chief articles of ics 
containing the main foundations or beads of Chriſtian Faichy nor 
was 


%. 


of Minifters uſe of ſome. holy for mes; 
was any of theſe ever neglefed , or nat. both i 5-54 and de- 
voutly uſed in the publique Liturgiesor Services of ſober Chriſti- 
EE Go ir} nears . als w DOTENS 
how ſowre and ſpr 4 leeven is the pride, paſſion, and ſuperſti- 
tian of mens ſpirits which run after Alon au een ry pt ; 
even leamedand grave men ſhould be, not ſo mach infeged with it in 
their Jucgeneh as to beſwayed and byafſed, or over-awed by it, in 
their praiſe , contrary to their judgements ; meetly, as St, Peter with 
bis diſſimulation , pr 37 cs theſe pretenders to novelty ſpecial ſandity, 
by thenot uſing of thoſe divine and wholeſane forms of words : 
in which negle& the preſumed perfeftion of theſe Animinifferiall 
men, diſdains to condeſcend to the infirmities of novices, and weak/i 
in religion, the babes in Chriſt, Thaſe Lambs,which good Shephearde, 
mult take ſpeciall care of, as well as of their ſfronger ſheep , feeding 
them with milk, (or cibo premanſo) the often repeated Catechiſti- 
call rudiments, and chewed principles of Religion, which are by 
the wiſdome of God, andour Saviour, moſt fitly and* compen- 
dioully ſet forth in the ten Commandements and the Lords Prayer, 
as to the.main of things to bedone or defired by a Chriſtian ; as 
alſo the fumme of things neceſſary to be believed were anciently 
compriſed in the Articles of the Creed, according to that wiſdome 
of the Apoſtles or the primitive Fathers, which imicated thoſe” . 
patterns, ſet by the Lord to liis Church : That fo the Infants or 
younglings of Chriſt family might not be ſtarved, becauſe they have ' 
not ſuch teeth, as theſe mens jaw-bontes pretend to; who ( before 
they have well" ſuckedin the wr? ry a9? are gnawing bones, oc 
cracking kernels and nuts, exercifing themſelyes, or vexing others; 
with odd queſtions, and doubtful! diputations; more troubled with 
their F amiliſticall fancier; abous their own parraking of the divine Na- 
tare, their identity with Chriſt, and when and how iris; in whar 
manner, and'what meaſare they may be ſaid to be God, and Chrift, 
andthe Spirit 3 than ſoberly eſtabliſhing their mindes in the fun 
damentall points of things to be beleived, obeyed, and defirec to - 
the glory of God, and the honour of the Goſpel[? © | 
But Tmaft leave theſe envious and unquier Spirits to their cen« - 
rious ſeparations R wrangling themſelves into vanities anderrors; ; 
at length talling (like Lucifer ) inco the blacknefſe of darkpeſſe » to 
unjuſtice and cruelty 3 after that inro grofſer blaſphemies and pre» 
ſumprions | God, Chrift, and the holy Spirit: while they 
proudly affet, and prefume to be nor like to the moſt High; but che 
ſame with him; ao in the beauties of bolineffe, prace, and godlineſſe; 
which are the clear (Image of God ſer forrh) in the Word 4 but It 
the glory and majeſty of the divine Eſſence; which is inſcrutable ; noe 
to be communicated vr comprehended,! in 'ics ſupereſſemiall being $; 
| an 


520 "True Niniſters not. ſeditions; 

and ſuperintelleftuall perfetion; no more than the yaltand glo. 
rious iy of the Sun, which is 1 60cimes bigger than the earch - 
can be locally contained fn the eye 5 ro which yet it is by its beams 
in ſome kinde imparted and united. Such ſuperflaity we ſee there 
is of folly, ignorance, weakneffe, pride and malice in ſome ſpirits : 
who, upon very peeviſh and perverſe grounds, forſakeour Chriſtian 
publique Aſſemblies and ducies celebrated in our Charchesz (which 
are ſanRtifed by the Word andprayer) feorning andcondemning 
what we doe, apon the beſt grounds of Scri and Reſon; 
ſeparating themſelves from the true Miniſtry, and fellowtfhip of the 
Church of England; as if they were moſt fpirityall and refined ; 
when yet they ſeem tobe ſo groſfely ignorant, ſo paſſionate , and 
ſome of them ſo ſenſuall, as is no argument of their haviug the 
Spirit of God, which is wiſe in all holineſſe. 


Lee at 


7. Calunny- Ut our Antiminiſteriall Adverſaries obje&, as Tertulw , and 
ARt. 24.5, the Few did againſt Sc. Paul, that the ordained Miniſters of the 
Againſt Mini- former way, are peſtilent fellows, firrers up of the 3 faious, turbu- 
ters as ſediti= lent, ſeditious 3 not ſo ſupple, conform, and well affefted to the preſent 


ow andincom- conſtitution of powers and publique affaires : So that it is nor 
form to Civil onely lawfull, but neceſſary, either to bring them to a | 
government. conformity, and ſubje&ion ; or to exautorate and ſuppreſle them , 
as to all publique influence in the Miniſtry : Thus doe theſe Wap 
and Hornets buz up and down ; who hope with their noiſe and flings 
ere long to drive all the ancient and true Miniſters of. God 
out of the land; or at leaſt out of the ſervice of the Church, 
that ſo they may be pollelſed of the Hive, though they make w 


oneys ; 
Anſw. This Calumny is indeed of the arena; 9. 1he 
Vx a of the Miniſters, and their calling Lens > rom tis with 
moſt cunning and earneſtneſlſe every where levelled by ſome men 
againſt their perſons, aftions, and funftion , It islike the policy 
of Fulian the Apoſtate, who to enſnare the Chriſtians ſer the ſta- 
tues of the Emperours with the Idols of the Gods ; That ifChri- 
ſtians didcivill reverence, as to the Emperours, they ſhould be 
defamed as Idolaters; if not, they ſhould Se accuſed as deſpiſers 
of the Emperours : And becauſe I perſwade my ſelf, ;that all ex» 
cellent Chriſtians, how potent ſoever, can bear an honeſt freedome, and 
plainnefle, I ſhall onely, as to this ſharp and foned arrow, oppoſe 
the ſhield of plain dealing; that in a matter 19 much coucntuing 

| the 


the 

way ties as may harbour any jealouſies. ts 
Firſt of all, I need not tell you, whar all the Engliſh world knows ve 2. 

aboundantly ; That there are Miniſters of very good abilities, Some Mini- © 

who arenot at all blameable in this particular z as to any reſtive= ſters com- 

neſſe and. incorpliancy in civill ſutjeflions 3 they bave ſufficiently teſti» pliaucer, 

fied bow Arts and learning ſoften the ſpirits and manners 

of men ; how they. ſupple in them that arr” and afperity,vhich 

remains in others : | how of oker it makes them become -willowes ; 

and in ſtead of hard wax, (which onely fire can tame) makes them 

gentle, as ſoft wax ; ſo good natured, that they are not at all 

tinacious of any former fignatures, and ſtamps ; either as civill, or 

ſacred, made upon them : but readily and explicitely.yeeld co any 

former and i s,though never ſo new and different 3 which the 

hand of power is pleaſed to make : And this, not only as to'a paſ-: 

five ſequaciouſneſſe, in the externall faſhion of theircivill conver- 

faction and profeſlion ; but. as to thoſe  internall ' charafers and 

perſwaſins,which their judgments have made upon their conſciences. 

Nothing is more traiteble and. malleable, noth ng more calily runs « g,m 12.12. 

into any State mould, and receives any politick figureand mark, axon 

than many Miniſters doe : whoſe judgements, or-policy, or fears,: 79 wds.ro 

or neceflities have taught them how they way * ſervethe Lord, and: *&v- 

the times too; how to become all things to allmen, in regard ofthings. ** inter. 


civill and extern ; they have many wholeſome and prudent ; Peonies rein 
of evalions, abſolutions, cautions and diftindions , fo Skich they Bl. &.. 
unravell the cords of any Oathes ,' and untwifſt the bonds of any. Eraſmus, Tem- 


Covenants, or Proteſiations 3 They have in things meer litick 5 £975 ſervieneesy 
as many diſtinions, - as would:furniſh any good , for j-6 eager 7% 
the -ab{olution of- led, or the GaeiefaBicn of pun acommmelanters 
ſciences ; Thus furn no wonder if in civill changes are parjentis oy 
fatall , and by chem unayoidable, can never be broughe to charitate, 
Baalams ſtraits; where an- Angell ſhould meet them with a&rewn 1q1., 
(word; andthe Aſſecither fall under them, or cruſb them againſtthe auriuſqur forms 


conmmaciam cum pernicie mallent quam ſeruritatem cum obſequio, 'T acic. biſt. 1. 4, 


Theſe. Miniſters a&ing according. to their conſciences cannot 
juſtly be blamed for any refratarinefſe; many of whomare ſo much, 
every where, in any civill corformities , that you cam hardly! loſe 
them in any Statealterations, og labyrinths: noridoe they doubt I 
but the Loot wills I themin.chis thing 5-which-'not |< 
private. choice & inconſtancy, publique force and neceſſitie MP 


F 
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of pragneticall and faFiou Minifters. 
doe all things, according to that an wy and ud tkedey with which is- 
in their conſciences, asto things Wherein they conceive, 
that the Providence of God, which Is as "bs wy ter,” 

event of all humane affairey what is his will , ahing vey the | 

tion, 2s to all preceding ties, civiNl or ſacred; Ld, they look upon. 
as obligatory onely in relation” to- power” M; Fark 
and effeftuall, in what men, and in what manner ſoever- it 
placed and exercifed. Thus ſome learned men and Minifters i 
as a matter of not onely neceſfity and prudence, but alſo of Juffice 
and gratitude ; that what cyer power Chriftians are wee aby 
caſt under, and by that doe, in any order of 
civill protedtion, there they ſhould puy a civill and 
according to- Conſcience and equity; while they have the of 
Lawes and government, they ought to yeeld obedience | 
to Law : and this not fo much to the perſons of men governing, 
who may be unworthy; but to the Ordinance of God, civill govern- 
ment, which is managedat preſent by them. 

2. There are indeed other Minifters, who are not” only of harder 
metall, but of hotter tempere; of more cholerick conſtitutions, 
and fequerifh conplexions; who love to be moving in the troubled 
waters of fecular affaires; who ſeem moſt impatient of any order, 
or y bores rale, in which they havenot fome ſtroke, and influ- 

, veacy to undoe, what ever is done without chem Their 
= wor 4 is as fall of eurbulentand' ſeditions ſpirits, as the Cuve of 
Folw is of windes, forgetting what ſpirit rneaps the Minifters 


of the Goſpell in all times; who , though they may denounce 
hell fire againft all impenitent finners, yet they may not kindle 


civill - flames of ſfeditim, or imprevate fire fan heaven 
npon any men todeftroy | them. To the nid fot of ſuch 


Minifters fome think the Ron may owe much of its dem 
for whom the beſt Apology istheir repentance,for an 


and excefſes whereto they hve wa | weekly or boy Abigus ink 


0m thoſe bounds of any amy 5, » which as M ns > 
ſubje&s they ought to obſerve, both coward God and man ;" AU 
that nos pl _ in any = for their folly andfory is, the: 


* COMMON geriine diftemper of times , Thich — 
by civill atone t ket humane lawes, and Jooſning 


tiesof wonted modeſty and obſervance to Sweriours; fo | 

0096 rk. ey gee reR forward qpiriee, Fi 

by yy meer er plpre ſufficiently ſeen in xr dyes Geeeperd- 
not ſu y our 

"ences, that even among Mimifters there are Arte th ergy 07.4 

4e- i and credulous, but alfo heady, turbulent Ron P 75 


allot any miſerable wayof popuerity, and to debaſe their fun 


of progennical 


the ordinary fize) 
tain much of the y 


factions 
of hel? gi 


infrmiciess yea no men are more prone 
thote 
"> 3 
So aa them, like Alchymiſts, by their-reading of END - 
grow do polſcit of their Elixarc,or hy 4 205 (pan ya it were-with- 
in a ſtones caſt ofthem ; counting it a fintull and ſherefull lazineſſe, 
for them tofit fill, when they are tempted to ſuch grody prizes, 
Lenin, er whallycbrning the free <Tdtelnn Wren 
orming, or wholly:changing of Religion and 
ment of any Church; .and in order .to that they ſhake even-the 
civill ame of thin 33, to which chey don nog ahi. chandites 
parey tirong 
rixaded that is : 


ſpecions. which oft prove to the 
of themſelves, and heir 75"npmn gon 0g ;In- 
1 heads, and papuiler part = 


cipitant coun 
and 


y 74,eventu Erie 
_ ftia.Tacir, 


323 


mis Mexoig 
GY REImCes 4 
eu. 


prima frome [#- 
ta, tratatu du- 


524 


Rcy, 13, 17. 
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Faitions Minifters oft unfortunate. 
others imaginations have figured; and which they would fain fet 
up, as Gods both in Church and State; Torheſe, they it 
neceſlary that all Chriftians ſhould bow down ;: that without 
mark, of conformity to their-way none ſhould either buy or felt: And 
when they have once ſo far flattered themſelves in their own well 
meaning projets, that they proclaim God, and Chriſt to beengaped on 
their tide ; then they conclude, that Hee can by no means be {0 
wanting to bis own glory, as not togiveal ſpeedy and effeftuall a(- 
ſiltances to all their purpoſes and defignes; which are verbally as 
much to his honour, as they would be really to their own advan- 
tages, if they ſhould prevail and ſucceed: If they be defeated, both 
God, andall good Chriftians, ( of adifferent minde from them) 
are prone to tall under their hard cenſures;- and if they doe nor 
charge him fooliſhly , yet they doe blame their brethren and betters, 
for want of zeal to Chrift; and to whiat they liſt to call his cauſe 
Such great.counſails are ofc agitated in the ſmall conclaves of Cler- 
gy men : And what they blame in Cardinals abroad, or Biſhops 
at home; themſelves are eager to praftife even _—_— Richelrey 
himſelf : For they-lay defignes, not for one Church or Nation, 
bur forthe whole world. 

Forgetting, that Gods thoughts are not as mans ; who may be never 
more miſtaken, than when they think, they doe God very ſer- 
vice eventby killing ot others: Nor are, indeed, the thoughts of 
the wiſeſt and moſt learned Miniſters, or the hambleſt Ch $, 
ſuch as thoſe (mens pragmatick projets are Y who by cafte per- 
ſwations, and popular preſumptions do ſo: much ſlighe all ancient wayes, 
and Catholick cuſtomes of the Churches of Chriſt, which are the 
I ſeales of Religion, both evidencing and -confirming thoſe 
zoly orders and inſtitutions', which were appointefd Cheift 
and his Apoſtles: Prertending to follow ſome-new Scriptare rules 
and patterns in things of extern order, and diſcipline; which can 
never by any ſound interpretation 'of the places al *be {up 
poſed , or proved to be either diverſe from, or c 206 
univerſall way. and uſe of the primitive Churchesz who, without 
doubt, wereas carefull to a& in their outward” order atid govern- 
ment ofthe Church according 'to + eos 798. and tradi- 
tionall inſtitutions, which -were firſt -the rule of the- Churches 
praRiſe z as they were faithfull to preſerve the Canon ofthe Seriptures 
which wereafter written, and to deliver GI ” 
ar corruption to poſterity. . But ſpecions novelties Id RE ; 
Church forms once oor, YA ſome mens heads; are prone to'move 
their hearts, wich very quick excitations and zealous reſolutions : 
Soan aiter,. (like ſalt. rhewms) they deſcend 'and fall upon*+thelr 
lungs, provoking them to continuall coughs 3 (dds /UBEne 


_ "_ — w__wy ww = TT FY 


be filent, or ſuppreſſe their deſires of waar ry arty and 
State ; Then'they areviolently carried oncothe ing of their 
opinion, and way to others; who arecafily madedrunk-with any 


new wine; Atlength they cun giddily and raſhly to ſome rude 
cipicez where if hoy genes 3 If they retreats it is 
not without ſhame from otherz,and regret inthemſclves: Fogether 


with after jealouſies of State brought upon- their whole funio or 
that faion at leaſt; it beinga caſe ſu ely known,that moſt men 
are ſo much ſelf-flatterers, and ſelf-bovers,that they are impatient of uny 
defeats ready to ſtudy and watch oportunicies of revenge; when they 
ſce the children of their brainr, which ſoon become the derlings: of 

their devotion, to prove meer. abortions;; or to be violencly- daſhed 

in pieces ; when, indeed , they never had- the due formations "ot 

[aq nor conceptions of Reaſon; nor produftions of -Pru- 

ence. tht; | 

Hence, in Politicks, many times fharp examples - have: chaſtened 

ſeverely the vhner v6 ar Arn vo and | motiony even: of 

pou any on Miniſters, when jon rg _—_—_— refuges of 

Chriſtians,and Miniſters(eſpecially) which were pre prayers; Aauput wyer 
and tears , and betake does © ay, (os ke 6:67 FSgeat ; 
and. conſpiractess If thoſe Miniſters of hotterpiritsdoe not; yer 777 £9 
others do finde themſelves fafficiencly taughe rhar nr ens Nur, kk Lo 
modeſt behaviour, which becomes Eccleftaſtichg ins all civill selations 
and affaires ; eſpecially, if they carry any face:of ghange- qud- novelty, 

or have. che ed ant faftious non ties tothe: eſta- 

bliſhed lawsand cuftomes in Church or .State 4-+wiſe men have 


ſuftciencly ſeen thole miſeries,] odſcurizids/ pd which 
(as black wes) hayc even:Churchmeng.in! ame, | 

and thoſe defeats, by which God bach-quenched:tbe 74h baguy apd tt 
ow Jabs.ol che tanks don atulafiiaitien nds 07f;16 : 
_ 3» Therefore my anſwer tothe main: of this Calurny is; by wa - 14-6 
of bumble requeſt $0 al excellent Ghriftians ; thaz cbe-jeabwſiers which bh Sore Manj= 
ſome Miniſters ſe,raſhnefſe,or folly may have occaibBedgndy ers errors net 
wh nt Nars power Thaz, 

 noedenyeds :if you would þ 


EF 


Erronrs of fonet Miwifters #6 mpaabla to al. 


fearned, wife,humble,neek and quiet ſpirited menywhoſtexcetian 

vertues, graces, endowments,and publique merits, may-more than 

enough, counterraile, and expiate the weaknefie, or EXtTaVagnne 

cits of their brethren ;. Miniſters, as wellas other men, (cxorpr 

thoſe, whoſe opinions and fancies are 1o. dirt in graine, chat 'rhejy 

follies will never 'depart from them”) have learned inany /wxpert« 

ences both in Fnplqud and Sootlard 3 chat an averveharyed, or ah il} 

diſcharged zeal uſually breaks it ſelf in ſunderz with invnice can« 

ver, not only to its aucthours, but to itsabegors, aflitancs why 

ſpe&arors.: And however, :at firſt it might ſeem kvellead wprink 

enemies, yet itmakes the neereſt friends and ftanders'dy, everafect 

wary, and afraid both of fach Gwr:z, and their Gunners ; 'of ſhth 

dangerous deſignes, and their defigners. Nothing is moretouchy 

and intrattable, than matters of civill power and dominien, in 

which'we have neither precepe nor praiſe from Chriſt or his 

Apoſttes,for Miniſtersto-engage themſclves 'in atvy way of offenſe; 

which their wifedome avoided. They were thoughtof old,things 

fitter for: the hands of Cyetyps , who forged Jupiters thunderboles, 

than for prin are of the Gods. ey _ « B17 

Great | ad experiences (ſhewing how rowgh-, and violent 

with bloud and ruine all changer are : how unſatable v6 
unſafe to the ſofter hands of Miniſters) theſe have added wiſhinew 

the wiſe'; und taught-them 'very ſobre, and whotelame leſſons, of 

all peacenble and due ſubjeftion, both to'God;, 'Cwho tniy poocth 

Plal.75.7- ws by whom bepleaſeth) and ro man}, who canner have power, but 
Nan, 4.17, by Guds-porniſſioe; - which at the beftandJufteſtpoſhite, 'I# n6t'to 
- as ſomuuch, as picied by pradent- and holy men ; who fee 

Haber aliquid !5q attended \ wich fo many , | feares und Horrotirs ; ths 
ox inifio 2” finite dangers and teniprationss:"'befides''a Kinde-/of weeellity 


ebrdte, =P ſometime in'reaſon of State to toe  njeft- end; and 
ary ard tieicher plous not 


. 


cara figuter fortable'r- ar leaſtto tolerate wayes- 

wilirwr pabtice chavieble 0 IG : 
rela, Tor | 1-9 wit \the humble, (pekcrable; abd. 
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thivg relating ig vericn ns and vile | 


le to att With a (atis fied and gvod coi 
ae duty, was "leet to an eee Nr roma new. 67 7E.pmd 
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choug h Ne OP 
A fact 


Fu 2h nm things wry the works 
of mena) who may We and erce is not in' 
any rig} /hteous judgement) yet KY is GH BTR far to be pitied 
and pardoned, by- all that ects Chelan be ph 
ſee it accompanied with commendable int wy e, and harm- 


leſſe ſimplicity i; which-one pon ha ry; tha -whith Mar.1o. 16: 
hriſt hath ſent co teach bo TIF to 
walk exaﬀly and amb hy + per pudey'of 
world not ong7.Þ by ſound ly alſo By ſerled 
Which excellent temper would Kd 57S, bee Oe ot 
Chriſtians ; and Finch ev evi pk: jeungd Miniſters 3 who coul 
not be ju ly offenſive or Gar Wea if ods wy 
them chiefly intentive to CINE and I1to ays 
render of good conſcienges, and of the honor of true Cee lan Re- 
ligion; which was not wont to ſce Miniſters with ſword Ap pitols 
in their hands, but witch their Biblecand Liturgies 3 not ronv 
rargetzed as the Thiacerovt Rl WE grnely clothed I 
ſheep and Shepherds 0 Chih isn indeed a more pron | 
ww fight, than to ſee any 4 7 Miniſters armed with 
ther helmet, than that of Sal abt: or ſword, than that © the- 
Spirit ; or or than that of IT oy which they will, ally 


Frogs t s worlf'a if once Ho ave i; orang a een > 
whoſe courage w great in pray ching , A ng 
with Et meekneſſeand con x in buſting and ting 3 


which becames Butchers better than ters; co whom Chriſt long 
ago commanded in the perſon of S.Peter $@ pur =p their ſwordr,nor was Mat. 36. 2, 


he ever hear repeal wordzort id them draw their wal's 
no, TIER qv a4 : for matters of Re 
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Miners civill ebedlience. 
att matters of life and death', rhey.muſt be fo dearly and in. 
diſputably juſt, and within the compaſſe of their any wo rela- 


tion, as may every way become valiant men,humble Chriſtians, and 


prudent Miniſters. | 

But to confute all that can be ſaid for the Minifters of England, 
their adverſaries are ready to obje& , that many of them ſcruple 
the taking of the Engagement ; This .they think js a pill, which w 
either choak their conſciences, if they ſwallow it, or purye 
them out of their livings, if they doe not; For, contrary to 
all other Phylick , this operates moſt ſtrongly on thoſe, that ne- 
ver take it. : = . 

Anſw, Truly this is the onely tender part, the undipped heel, 
368 (it may be) ſomeof theſs Achillsſſes, able and good Mini- 
ſters, may behurt;z In which I humbly. crave leave without of- 
tence tothe power, or prejudice to the wiſdome of any men, to 
offer thus much in the behalf of peaceable Miniſters. That, 

x. It is not true of all : many Miniſters have ſhewed , by their 
taking it, in ſach a ſenſe of paſliveneſſe under,and nm-adivity,againſt 
the preſent eſtabliſhment, as is ſatisfatory to' the Impoſers, and 
inoffenſive to their own confciences; what others would doe, if 
they could, with inward peace. And if there were no other excuſe 
or Apology: for theſe peaceable, and painſull M-niſters, ( who have 
not ſubſcribed ) but onely thoſe” many pleas of Conſcience , which 
have been humbly tendred to publique view; theſe ought not 
to be unconfidered by ſuch as protefle to be Chriſtians; who 
remember, how cruell a thing it is, to make mens conſciences 
as Gideon did the men of Succoth, or David the Anmonites , 
briars and thorns, under ſawr and harrows x of either ſharp contre- 
diftions, or pricky diſtinttions ; unſate Salvoes, which it they may 
ſerm evaſions re men (in matter of Oathes lawfully” raken ) 

et poſlibly , may not prove full abſolutions before God, who 
bath oft ſeverely exated > o lore non of perjury 3 as of Saul and 
Zedekjah. And how ever in his providence may put ſuſpen- 
fions of oathes, as to their atuall execution z yet they cannot find 
any abſolution from the obligation which goes with inconditi- 
onate Oathes, ſo long at they arewithin our morall of 
keeping them: How any man can ſwear or promiſe to be true 
and faithfull to two d t intereſts, without being forſworne, 
or f:Iſe and unfaithfull tg the one or the ocher., ' ſeems a Gerdien 
knot which onely the ſworddiffolvesby curting, not 

And who can wonder, that.Ye 


our tiwes, with as many yariating faces, as the Moon) © 
Miniſters, (whom both grace and experience , age and cw 


hn 


x infer ie” ; 529; 


have made greve Dag aj = Topo or omprrig ati 
2» tho th S | j9 {ALVES 


their conſciences on any 


former threefold Fl nd of Oubey r nk 2. 14 in perjuri- 
could not refiſt thaſe ; b oh 


whole Nation .(as x0 extern eventsand al from thoſe 
of fidelity and allegiance, boch as to Civill, and cleliaſtic: | 
dience, whereon they thoughe they had conſcienciouſly, Glcly gud. 
qty 98 pray Ca Gu co_laws.. . "c, Loi-bo 
Furthermore mens not-engaging cannot wo Son 
ning to power, (however it, may to.ſcety 10.lame kalouges ; 
and policies lince no mans evgeging ſeems. tobe any N pat forti- 
tying of it : For experience hath taught us how ea; 
dbſaked from. ſuch publick ties, ſeem nila Ny uh Naris 
there any reaſon to think they will. be ronger for, the fugure,. 
than they were in former times :  Publique , ch. 
confiſt in any verbal] formalitier, but in that. efficacious power, which 
men have by the ſword ; and which they exerciſe 8s long, as the 
Lud of all the world is pleaſed to execute his will, and pleaſure. by Dan, 4, 17: 
cy Next to power, publique authority and. ſafety .riſeth from 
he ſatiofattiar of mens j ents, as to the. juſtice of menspro- 
gs; winning reſh and love by that equity in government 
pry moderation, which is — to Laws ſetled and known: 
not by arbitrarines of will, and meer force ; which as tothe prin- 
le is tyrannous, be it never {o tempered in the exerciſe, 'Un- 


& any ſuch orderly Government, wiſe Chriffian; and Miniſters, _.... - - 
know, how with hamllle Mey, peace, and patience, to ſubmit as farre Lotobn 
as is agreeable to and neceſlary for thepublique et no ; 
lefſe than for cl ua private ſafery. Laſt of all; y thoſe 


men whoſe intereſts made them moſt forward ar firſt to 

theſe new and untrodden wayes, found them not ſo Jnanks, ( 2s 

any rb or ſcruple) in their own judgements and conſciences; that 

they ſhould greacly wonder , if others, ( who are onely driven 

that way, without their choice, counſell or conſent.) doe fear, or 

finde ſomethingin it, which makes them #artle: or, ſtunble. | And « ay im. | 

truly, in this 2» withqurt an areNee arguing » which is nei- perium incho- 

ther ſafe nor ſcreet as tO pu olucions of: State, fin;any antidus aritis 

private man) ic mult_be freely t. ſome M ClemcRts 

well as other ſober men ) Ja ode caſt chenſeloes on. the 19% Þ.14- 

mercy of God, and the * nag. ba thoſe.in power; noping br r. ſuch * Arc ugacs 

wa and hag he io th particular, a brag aa many di for, —_— 

in * nont=conformities, e's 

= de Cle bcaulete they. vill leaſt nl {7 * Thru _ god: ts _—_— 
carriage being as great ſecurity to 3.48 an 

_ be cage others: ; of Behaving chenanes within thoſe bounds on zoom] 

Yy Of Fo. 7. 


en 
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Job, 19,11, 


; a'comphance with their defignes : The yoke of 


And when purſited or urged , beyond what he thinkes 


amis 
4 
E 
to agpod conſcience, he is not to ſeek for baſe and Foxes ſhifes, 
ſubcill windings, or ſinfull coverts : He is alwayes ready eicher 
fairly to obey, or fairly to fuffer: He needes not witedriy his 
tence , cl tt" fits every State e: if the way of the 
world bc ſtrait, yet Gods is ſtil} in ID him, if the worlds 
be large, yet he ſtill keeps ro Gods ftriftneſſe. Certainly good 
men ought not too raſhly to caft gray that Toft and art rg , 
which they enjoy nnder any civil! power ; (which, Chritttels , 
no man can have but from above, Joh. 19. 11:) But rather with 
bumble gratitude, both to give God the glory, and man, that reſpe®;, 
which is duefor any favour, and indutgence they have in wo 
regards; which will ever ſeem leaft heavy to a good Chriſtian; 
while there isno torture,rack or tyramy exerciſed upon the conſcience; 
by forcing to declare or aft there, wherein thetr judgments are nor ſ0- 
fully fatisfied,as to the point of approbation,or aftaal concurrence. 
Ie is happy if at any time truly conſcienciouws Chriſtians can &1- 
joy any fair quarter among men of this world; whoſe high and 
Cake ſpirics, if puffed np with ſaccefſe, are hardly patient of 
_ were Ic is wiſdome in Minifters to- 
merit, by hirmble and pea carriage according to a good cofi-- 
ſcience, all moderation from feoular proers z; who are more eafily 
voked againſt them than other men : Starefinen are often flat- 
cerers, ſeldom ſuch reall friends __ (RH Church,as 
to deny themſelves much for their ſakes : Nor doe they uſually 
much regard thoſe holy intereftr, further oy bronghe to- 
# is commonTy 
too heavy for the iron finewr 'of Conquerowrsneeks; and his gefe- 
too ſtrait for triumphing Armies t&© through ; with on much 
| PID: 


P " 5 
'4 | 


ſouls, andtheir own integr dain;/to Age, 
ſerve even wicked Magiſtrates, Bepvilt . 5 ab A 
| ty 2%, ..< " 2, <a 


fooping and ſelf-denyall ; which. is a bard leſſon for thoſe tg Yifeia nen't 

learn, whofe advantage are in theirhands, 'unlefſe grace bealſo in ja 0: 

cheir hearts :' It's alwayes fcen that men of power ſet up themſelves P*Þ6.Gic, 

ſpeedily and agony, in places of honour, and protit : but to 

ſer up Chriſt and his Kingdome in any. reall way of godlineſſe © 

and holy order (further chan' ſome yerball, cheap, apd popular 

gratification) is a work ofmany dger,and worthy 'of chat, pious and 

magnanimous ſpirit which was in Conſtantine the Great 3 whoſe Eagles _. 

wings ſerved no leffe to prote&t the Church in peace and pro» 

ſpericy , than the Empire and his own perſon. _ Great men are 

generally ſhy of thoſe conſciencious ſtrictneſſes and ſelf-diminutions, 

which true Religion requires x ſo that Miniftcrs had need ſtudy 

to walk inoffenſweh, that they may catch men by honeſt guile ; Lay- | Son 
uncomely rigour, rude ſeverities; and whatever 2 Cor, 1», 16, 


fair ſubmiſſiong, which may confiſt with the peace of their con- 
ſciences before God, and the honour of their profeſlion before 


ligiay 


7 As rs ans 
"Q au The courage 
that all of Miniſters 


* although they ſhou 


truth ſeaſonably, and 1 
muſt % CO: 


true Religion, nor 
Jewellwhen Kiel 


. 


undef feet. * They muſt 
caſt duſtand afhes, ſtones 1as,Chryſoſt, 
I, 70. 


&.1,$, Gy, ,'* 


$32 Minifters courage in their plact and duty; 
Xudt cymmus did to preachto Herod) yet they would infinicely diſdain to flat- 
da loquirmur,not ter them in any way, as Gods, or agreeable to true. Religiongwhich 
verenda 11% 55 notſo; or to fear themſo, as to betray thie cauſe of 3 (which 
« »..- xo is atwayes pleading againſt the ignorance, or errour, or violence, 
mus, Ber, or bypocriſte, or pride of the eyill world } and to ſow pillowes under 
Ep.43. any mens Elbawes, who may perbaps lean uneafily on the (kale and 
1 King, 20, 2, Sanes of thoſe they have xnjuſtly ſlain; or like Ababs 400 falſe Prophets, 
Lai, 30.10, to ſpeak onely ſoft and fmvoth things to thoſe men , whoſe hearts 
and bands are prone to harden by the uſe of armes both againſt 
piety, equity and charity : ſo that,at Tength, they may grow r 
as Eſaus,and redas Edoms ; military paſſions and aftions, eſpecially 
Fruſtra deſupe» in great and vioJent changes, ſeldome keeping within the bounds of 
rats kominibs that juſtice and mercy which Chriſtian Religion conſtantly pre- 
gloviatur infe* fcribes without-reſpeCt of perſons, to theſtrong, as well as the 
5s Rs Pp weak ; tothe Conquerours, as well as the conquered; Succeſſe being 
ſuccumbir.Ber, for the moſt part, an irreſiſtible temptation to men, by power togratifie 
ad mil, Temp, their luſts; and to think any thing neceſlary, and ſo , which 
is but ſafe and beneficiall : not regarding theexa& rules of ju» 
"tice (in the Laws of God and man) which are divine, and im- 
mutable, by no advantages of gain, or honour to be warped or 
varied ; The common places,Sermons and prayers of true Miniſters 
muſt not be like ſome mens Almanacks, calculated juff to thegle- 
vation-of mens counſels, defignes' and ſucceſſes, ( wherein flatter 
would ſeem to be Prophetick and' foretelling,) bat withgut re- 
ſpe of perſons the- ſame at all times toall men, asto the- main 
_ -a rn nan ene " Fa fifth 
Although it be very impertinent to diſpute, with power irreſiſtible, tO 
tax- Ceſar, when he is Apt tax all the world ;, or to quarr pi bis 
coin, when heis maſter of ours; .yet a wiſe Miniſter and - Coriftian. 
may diftinguiſh between the publique power in men, and the pri- 
vate perſonall fins of men z A graveand conftant ſpirited preact 
of rigbteouſneſſe, will (as he ſhould, in Gods way and Word) with 
all religious freedome, yet. with all civil reſpef tell even the greateſt 
Princes, and Potentates of their fins : as reſolute Eliah., and honelt 
Micajah did Ahab ; as Natban did David; as Jeremiah did the Princes 
and people. too ; as Fobn Baptiſt did Herod ; as St. Stephen did the 
Non par eft-u.- Fews, and as St. Ambroſe did Theodoſius the Emperour ; who for 
decepius ſplen= that Chriftiav courage loved him the better ; profeſſing, that.no 
_ fe; okecz;. man was worthy the honour of a Chriſtian Biſhop, or Miniſter, 
Titarem corperis, Pur be that knew how. to own and. uſe ſuch, pious and reſolute cor- 
quod hac regitwr, feng as be bad done; Yea what will you think the | 
Amb. ad The- uſed by . Menis Biſhop of Chalcedin-to Fulienthe Emperour,telling 
2 Bk eo4 him. that he was an Atheiſt and ate? Being blinde and led to 
Ges the placewhere they were faccilcing z" Fation with ſeorm-atked 


—_ — 


Faithfull Ninifters wo flattereris © © $33 


him, why the Gelilean did not open his eyes; The old man anſwered Smom, 5. c.4; 


he thanked God he wanted eyes to ſee ſo wicked a perſon. 

It is certain no men are better ſfubje&s in any time or under 
any State, than ſuch plain dealing Preachers; although oft times- 
none are leſſe eſteemed, by ſuch men, who had rather enjoy the: 
fruic of their fins with peace, than hear of them to repentance. Bur 
Miniſters, who are Gods Heralds, muſt not confider, what voice © 
pleaſeth thoſe to whom they are ſent ; but what he commands 
that ſends them; It were better that hundreds of them were feque- 

ſtred, plundered, impriſoned, baniſhed, or burnt at Stakes in | 
Smithfield, ( after the example of many ho!y Martyrs) than that pyimpe im-"+ 
their votes and ſuffrages ( as more ſollemn paraſites ) ſhould ever pendeve vere, | 
flatter men, either great or many,in their fins; or * call evill good, and Nee propter 
good evill ; or ſpeak good of that, and blefſe thoſe whom t ey think, "08 Rene 
* God abborreth, who is as far from approving , as from commanding, J,, Fr 
any immorality, or injuſtice in any agents,( whom he ſuffers to aft Npit mrpius + 
and doe great things in the world ) when yet he ſo far approves ſanftis parafiti. 
ſtrange events, as he permits them in his unſearchable , yet alwayes * Thi.y' 20.” 
moſt juſt wiſdome,which knows how to make good uſe of evill men |, Pal. 20. 3. 
and manners. | God can make Bathſheba to be the mother of @ Solomon 5,99 Te 1 
whom he loved; when yet he never allowed the {in of * David or nbd geo 
Bathſheba in their firft coming together ; the fruit of which the dopdnns. Bal. 
Lord deſtroyed. It juſtifies, as St» Auſtin ſaith , Gods onmipotent good= M4. de Sp.5.c.21 
neſſe end wiſdome , but not mans importentpaſion and folly ; when * 2 Sam, 13, 
he brings his glory, or his Churches good out of their evill. 14. 

Yet this juſt and neceſſary freedome, which Miniſters of the Church ©, x, 
inall duty co God, charity to men,and fidelity to their own ſouls, {1 mie 
cughtalways,asthey have fit occaſion, to uſe , muft_not- amount iawvSiey'e 
to bitter,rude, importune, and unfeaſomble reproofes ; not to publique #15397 <» _ off 
raylings, ſedicious reproaches, and popular inveZives againſt any '- Mt). 60 
mens perſons, or ations : * There muſt be meekeneſſe with zeal ; peo, - 
humility with courage-; modeſty with freedom; gravity with con- « xopjje plane 
ftancy, and prudence with innocency. ac generoſum eſt 

| vincendi gents, 
alios bumilitate prevecupare wt vincamw, Sal, Bp.s, 5 gi aryrores Ty maffiteis Th Oayonreas 
X; Ta BAY %;@ pray Thy docanw. 1/,Peb. 1 4.ep.139. - 


If thoſe, thatare at- any time in Power, doe not like, .or will not 
proteftand incourage fieb Miniſters in'all ſuch religious freedom 
of ſpeaking, as-becomes the Word of: God; if they "preſently 
make thoſe. offenders for a words and ldokeontthem , as enemies of 16, 29,2 1,.. 
their power, who only tell thei and all: men of thoſe fins,which 
the Scripture reproves, equally in all men, and God will mightily 
- ppriiſh'in_ the mighty: | If they Sn ro deſtroy all thoſe ney, 
| | &þ 2 > _ 
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Impajewien + which are loth ould be danneg ; Truly twen' deſbr) 
A clement AIIK no err wk but thoſe that are not worth' the ewes 
ſequitur —— Teachers after their own bearts, and not «fter Gods None are wor. 
q g__ thy the name of Chriſts Miniſters, who ſuffer Chriſtians to fin ſe. 
renciagdeſperatio curely 3 others may heap up, and feed or * ſareet Tegebers, fora while , 
damnatie. Ber. but they will tnde them like * St. Fl obus book, 19 the.belly 5 bitter, 
* wellei G5 ſe- and miſerable camfarters in the end : Nane are ſo worthy of Chri. 
Charati docbores. tian Magiſtrates proteGion , as thoſe that fear not to tel] them of 
© Rev. 19.19. their ſins 3 yet ina fair way too : Not ina Cynicell ſeverity, butia a 
Temperanda Chriftian charity ; not ſo, as to diminiſh their power, (which * 
eft reprehc 2. Geds more than mans) but vindicate true picty:; - What good Chriſtian 
x 7 Og wil not be glad of ſanative woundrzrather than * poyſoueus kiſſer/to hear 
correfores vis Of thoſe faults inatair way, which he hath cauſe to be ſorry, that 
deamur gmen* eyer he committed; and of which he muſt repent even to a reftitu- 
dare ſlndentes yon of injuries,or at leaſt an agnition, if ever he have pardon? True 
Bo _— Miniſters are to conlider, not what will pleaſe wha finfull mor- 
> homhung 5 tals, but what will profit mens foules;; not w may ſeere good 
dulcis eſt & © to them, but what will doe them good 4, and however th 


y &y may not 
mera; quands; tranfgrefſe the laws of bonour, and civility by aru e 
dulcisgpaſen 3 


deneſſe of Religion ; 
yet they muſt take that * liberty of ſpeaking, which the word of Gd 
; m9 —M allowes, and conſcience requires , whether men will bear , or for- 
camen animo cr Oedr- 
zbalum. Ruſt, 


p.210. * Prov. 27.6. Duantun edit prccatum tantum diliget fratrem , quem ſentit peceati ſui 

boliem. Auſt, Ep.87. Toh. 18.37, Forthis end came Tinto the world that I ſhould bear witneflc 
to the truth. Sapient! grata ſunt ux[nere ſenatieg leron, *Erzck. 2,5. | 

6. If then Coin RY ion be nor in —_—_—_ grown a meere 

niſters qui- fable, (as the Miniſters of it, are too' many, beconre a reproach and 

C Get a by-word, a burden, anda ſong) If mudern-policies hath not quite 

merits prote- edt up all that piety, which was ſometime profeſſed,in privater and 

Zion, obſcurer ſtations : If Mammn hath not juftled God out of the throne 

of great and ſtrong mens hearts : If Belia! have not depoſed Chrift : 

If the enjoyment or catching at the ſhadwes of temporall power 

and poſſeſſions, have not made men fooliſhly let goe i the care to 

get and to hold faſteternall life. If Arms have not beaten away the 

graces of Gods Spirit; and fighting againſt Chriſtians have not 

taught them to _ againſt God, and the checks of conſcience : 

If the ſhedding of mars blaud have not taken away the ſenſe and 


virtye of Chriſt bloud: Ifjthe wiſe of warre, and the cry of the ſluin 
haye not d«fued mens ears againſt the voice of God, and the cals 
of his Spirit: If the d Il and 1 


+ the & able afpe&t of poore 

Chriſtians ſupplicating in vain for life, dying withthorro 

and anguiſh at the feet and before the eyes of thei bepnnrngy ve 

Rot taken away the fight of charicy and deprived men « => 
/ lig 


of civilt ſebje8ien In Minifter;. =. © 


:-he of Gods countenance in love and mercy : If there be any 
ligh - of conſcience, ſenſe of fin, any fear of God, _ 

terrours from above, from beneath, or from within ; if any belief 

of the judgnient to comegand accounts to be  Srenz ifany thoughts of, 

and ambitions for a better Kingdome, than the earth can afford: No Nemo poeeft ve 
wen will be moreacceptable,even to the greateſt, than thoſe Miniſters, 7497 efe amj- 
who know, at oncehow to ſpeak the truth, and yet to keep within _— — 
the bounds , beth of Charity and civility ; Nor doth it follow ( as _ rans/ 4 
the ſophiſtry of ſome Sycophants would urge againſt true Miniſters) Au. Ep.,z, * 
that thoſe will be moſt ative to deſtroy or diſturb the powers of Chariras pie 


this world, who are moſt faithfull to keep potentates ſoules fron: ſou, _ 


daming in the world eo come. ag 
In theſe Chriſtian bounds then of peaceable ſubjefion, nfl Loy ll 4a 


and holineſſe, if the Miniſters of Eng/and, whick are able, 
creet, and faithfull, might bur obtain ſo much declared fawur, and' 
lique countenance y which all other fraternities and profeſſions- 
ave ) as to be ſure to enjoy their callings, Liberties , and properties: 
which ſeem to be many times in great uncertainties, under the obe= 
dience and proteition of the laws; as ic would much incourage them 
in their- boly labours, ( which: alwayes finde carnall OPP! tion e- 
nough in mens hearts, . and diſconragement from their manners )' 
ſo it would redeem them from thoſe menaces, inſolencies,and op- 
prefſions, of unreaſonable men ; who look upon them as publique ene- 
mies and perdue; becauſe they thinke they have little of publique- 
fayour and incouragement:; Miniſtersare fo much men, that kind 
and Chriſtian uſage will, rio doube, much win upon them ; The Sun- 
. ſhine is likelyer to make the moroſeit of them,/ay off that coat * 
of rigour and aufterity,which ſome (| $) affects to wear ; thanthar 
. rovgh florm and winde, wherewith they are dayly threatned, and: 
by which many of them have been and are till &ftrefed; which' 
makes them wrap themſelves up, as Elasin his hairy mantle, when 
they think their lives, and liberties, and livelihoods are ſoughe- 
after ; and no ſuch ion like to continue over them, as th 
thoughe in a Chri State and Church cy have "ar | 
obtained and deferved, by their quiet and ufefull converſation. As 
juſt protein invites pt ae ts due ſubjeion ; ſo no men pay icmore 
willingly chan they,who befides the iron chainsof fear, bave the ſofter 
eords of love, and favour upon them : By how much ( after man 
violent ſtormes and bard impreſſions) they are moretenderly uſed, . 


the more is gained and peaceable inclinations raiſed in men 
toward pAhripgot needs them : The very beſt of whom are 
ſeldome ſo mortified, or by Relgion,as to forget-they are - 
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f36  Miniflers truſt in Ood. _ _ 
ſclves; At leaſt tochangetheir condition,if they findeit Tyrannique 
and Eyyptian; (that is, unreaſonable, arbitrary, injuriow, and oppreſſive: 
quite contrary to what is pretended , of beneſt and if dhe 
both Chriſtian and humane, civil! and conſcientious ; which are, 
tor _ oneto enjoy, as his private judgement of things, ſowhiar 
ever is his Ig 4a property by Law ; while he keeps wich- 
in the prattique obedience and compaſſe of the Law, whereto 
Governours, as well as governed, are bound, not onely in” piety, 
but alſo in policy : Both yronny and rebellion are their owne 
greateſt Traitors : Magiſtrates ſeldome loſing or hazarding their 
TEEN power, nor ſubje&s their peace, but when they wander our of the 
Non diu wn * plain highway of Laws;which are the conſervatories both of Goyernours 
raphy mute. and governed.- It is the leaſt degree of juſtice, and ſhort en 
vw nao exer- Of any high favour, to permit, and prote& worthy Minifters (with 
c-147. Sen.de all other honef} and peaceable men ) as in doing their duties, 
Ir2. ſo in receiving their dues: Yetthis is asgreata meaſure, as in theſe 
times, hey Gas either ask, or hope for; Immunities from any 
burthens, that lye heavy on then!, Additions of honour or aug- 
mentations of eſtate,I think all wiſe Miniſtersdeſpair of: Peace with 
a little as to this world, would bea great meanes, both to compoſe 
their ſtudies,and to ſtrengthen their hands in the work of God; Alſo 
eo quench thar fire, with which many mens tongues are inflamed 
againſt Miniſters, their calling, perſons and their maintenance 
thinking they may both oy nr acceptably deſpiſe thoſe, whom 
power delights not to honour; For whoſe ruine the malice of ſome 
Antiminiſterian ſpirits wiſheth, as many gallowſes and gibbets ſet up , as 
there are Puſpits. 
Dan, 3. 18, But the Lord is able to deliver us : if not; yet, beit known to - 
Hoc poſteris dj. theſe violent and unreaſonable men, that no learned, judicious and 
cite, Hominem conſciencious Miniſters will bow down to worſhip that pepell:, or 
Chriſte deditum popular Wmage of Anarchy and confuſion, which they ſeek to ſeru 
poſſe mori, non ag to the ſhame and ruine of this and all Reformed Churches, fo 
poſe ſuperari. 5nfinirely to the detriment and diſhonour of this Nation, as to its 
_ 13. common welfare, in peace, plenty, or power, in good learning or 
Mnd\r po2g- true Religion. And however we are forced for ſome time to lye 
61 bas muTe3s among, the potr; yet ſhall we be as the wings of adove; nor {ball we 
« yam wid\r want an Ark, whither to fly at laſt: where a'graciow band will 
pad; 5Ts receive us to eternall reſt; when welſhall retire to heaven, wearied 
Dum ; Ani with the troubles on earth, and finding no reft for ovr ſouls , amid 
inter tormenta .3 thoſe overfl owing ſcourges, which the juſt and 0 nded God will Ger * 
cum 'otum vals rainly bring upon all ſuch evill and unthankfull men, who love 
nu: erat, for- their power or profit more than their ſoules; and glory in de- 
ane repro 51 ſpifing thoſe who profeſſe to be Noahs, the Preachers onely of 
#-Euſeb hit, 7/g2teo#ſ2efſe and of repentance 3 but no way the pragmatick plotters 
L. 5. ot troubles or ſeditious movers of vill perturbations, . © 1 


Danger of preſebwng the anciem Miniftery of England, $37 
Have now, O you excellent and truely reformed Chriſtians, onely leſt g. Cavill. 
a wary ſup#r-politick, and over-cautious ſpirit to encounter and Objed. 1. 
diſpell ; which plcads policy againſt piety; and prefers outward fafety, I”; wr ſafe to 
ore inward peace : Being, as it pretends, Iothe, yea and afraid to ead for,or 
diſpleaſe, deny or gainſay fo greatand powerfull, at leaſt ſo aRtive, proteft Mini- 


bold and ak, wr 10-4 a party, as is by theſe Antiminiſteriall adver- ferg, 


faries pretended to be, both among military men and others, imple- 
cably ingaged againſt, not onely the perſons preſent ſtanding , and 
maintenance of Miniſters ; but even the very calling,ordination,and -T 
funtion of the Miniſtry : which they are reſolved to undermine 


by calumnies, or overthrow by force; . either by fair or foul means : 
heſe Antiminiſteriall ſpirits muſt by all meanes be gratified ; and 
by no means Adiſpleaſed ; leſt impatient of the repulſes and elufi- 
ons oft given to their many petitions and eſſayer againſt the Mini- 
ſtry they fly out to greater diſorders, than either the Miniſters or the 
Goſpell,the reformed Religion,or Chriſt himſelf are worth : Better 
this one funfion of the Miniftry, ( though ancient, uſefull and 
neceflary to the Church; yea nk holy and of divine inſtitution, 
the greateſt gift of God,next Jeſus Chriſt, to the world) better this 
be deſtroyed, than a generation of violent ſpirits ſhould get a head, 
and deftroy both us and our Nation. Thus ſome men , whoſe 
fearesare ſtrong objeters gas their judgements, and conſciences; 
which cannot but acknowſedg both of the Miniſtry and Miniſters of 
England, that God is in them, and hath been with them of a Truth. 
Anſw. 1 ſee how mauy Lyons the baſe fears and cowerdiſe of men ,, "* 
are prone to fancy, tobe in * their way, when they ſhouldunder- _— me 
take to maintain the cauſe of God, of Chriſt,and of true Religion , ie in religi- 
(which the cauſe of the Minifters indeed, is.) * Here the ſhadows of 0 maniere: 
mountainer and * fields of thiſtles appeare like armed men to timorourand 1.47 00 
degenerous Chriſtians z when yet all the outward difficulties, all the * phi/.ie Com; 
inward terrours, all the divels in hell cannot deter ſome men from 
thoſe adventures wherein their worldly intereſt of profit, ſafery or 
honour are concerned ; There oft-times neceſſities are arſt made , 
then they are proſecuted, after they are pleaded azgrounds for ex- 
cuſe, at leaſt, if nor of juſtification, 0 ations] warrantable, 
If I thought (4 cruly 1 doenot), that this ungratefull nutiny of : 
ſome men againſt the Miniſtry , and the mean. deſpon yof hers, 
(their cold and fainc friends) were generall and Epidemica? among 
men of any con fiderablenels, for quality, number, and cftate, that : 
theſe did either 6ppoſe or deſert their Miniſters, 1 conceive it would Sutton, in Zul. 
admit of no better cinfutation and remedy, than for Miniſters (with © 
Ceſar) to open our naked breſts, and to offer them to. the poapgrds 
and ſwords;or piRols of thoſe,thatthink it ficto deſert us ; and by a * 
ſecohd hand to deſtroy us. | Zzz 
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Veſpal.. 


Minifiers wot to be protefied if ImpoſBores + 

If thoſe that excel] in any vertue, or in power, doe indeed think 
the Minifters and Miniftry of England have deſerved to be thus vili. 
fied and exploded, as the filth and off-ſcouring of all things: if in 
reaſon of ſtate and politick, intere it be found therefore beſt, becauſe 
ſateſt 3 that Learning muſt yeeldto illiterateneſle; ſtudy to temerity , 
knowl:dge to ignorance ; modeſty to impudence z ingenuity to ruſficity; 
erder to confuſion; gravity to giddinefle; holy eloquence to vain bleſ- 
{ings z ſerious diſputings to rude and profane janglings; That the 
grave, learned, and venerable Preachers of the true Chriſtian refor- 
med Religion muſt give place to cunning and inſolent Fattors for 
all manner of errours, ſuperſtitions, and confuſions ; if this be ne- 
ceſſary, or highly convenient for the publique good, they (hall 
doe wiſely, if not well, with all ſpeed to ſtigmatize by publique vote 
and att, both the Miniſters and their Miniſtry on the foreheads, as 
ſo many vile perſons , whoſe craft hath hitherto cheated and abuſed 
the Engliſh world, in ſtead of ſeeking, and ſhewing men the true way 


.to heaven; Nothing is more juſt, than to ſtop ſuch mouths, whoſe 


Oracles are no better than thoſe, which were filenced when Chriſt 
came into the- world: Yea, _ to abropgete the fun&ion will be 
the ſhorteſt way whereby to ſatisfie the Antiminifteriall malice : 
And to expiate the fin or folly at leaſtof this Church'and Nation 
which ſelf-difpleaſed for entertaining them ſo Tong, and .ſo li- 
berally, ſhall now take but a juſt revenge in either ſterving them, and 
their tamilies to death, or condemning them to a wandering beggery 3 
That fo by ſuch a penall retaliation, Cas that Emperour commanded 
a Cheater to be ſtifled to death with ſmoak , uſe he: vented 
only ſmak ) Miniſters may wantcommon bread to live, who have 
pretended to feed mens ſouls with the bread; , and have in this 
onely deluded men; For coming now to be ſearched by the more 
accurate eyes of ſome new Tlkminates , they are found, like the 
Prieſts and Temples of the heatheniſh devotion, to have in.them , in 
ſtead of a venerable deity, nothing but the Images of cats or crocodiles, 
and the like deſpicable figures. | 

If neither Ged, nor go have any fiirther pleaſure in the life? , 
labours, andprofperity of his fervants the Miniſters of England, againſt 
whom the Shimei's of theſe times are bold ſo loudly to caft forth 
their ſy _— ſpeeches; Let on qr oagos with was reaper 

in his eyer; Loe, we are many of us in our ſeverell places 

+ Gag yet refuding : (ſome are already ſcattered and cjefted) moſt of - 
us almoſt beggered, exhauſted, weather-beaten, and ſhipwracked in 
ſtormes and toſlings of theſe times. Some are even werry others 


ſelver, filled with the dayly and bitter reproachey of their inſolent : 


adverſariesz and even praying with Elias, It is enough, weare not . 


better then owr Forefatbers., (thus perſecuted they the godly _. 
Fg. 


: 
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fters, the Biſhepts the Prebyters, the Apoſiler, the Prophets of old; 
fit our ſonles for thee, and take them to thee; that we may be FR 
livered from ſo injurious and unthankefull a generation; whoſe aim is © 
£0 yrs the true Prophets, and pull down all the houſe of God in 
the land. 

Alas! we of the Miniſtry have no weapons or arms, no ſtrong Miniſters un- 
holds, or defenced Cities, belides our prayers, patience, and ( ag © #n- 
we hope) good conſciencesg;it will be no hard work for a few Doegs ©29* 
rodeſtroy all che tree Prophets and Miniſters of the Lordin the land: That 15992317. 
ſo rt gre agung, ber rac ge Pom. fares may be an jnieft vis, w | 
acce ce tO the Jeluited Fapliits, and pragmatick Separatiſts . armic tnende bt. 
and all other malicious enemies of this om Chu \ jets 4 Tiber.ad —_— 
crue Religion,which the Miniſters ofthis Church have profefied ang #%" Tc.au-6. 

reached in many years. 

And this, not »poralight and unexamined prefuriptions ; not upon 
cuſtomary traditions , and the meer dufure of education; not upon 
ws. principles, and civill compliances , with Princes orjpeople ; 

r upon ſerious grounds; as ſolid,and clear demonſtrations, as can 
by rightand impartiall reaſonings, be gathered from the Ford of 
God: and, (in caſes of its obſcuritie, or our own weaknefſe ) from ' 
chat light, which the conſent and pradtiſe of theprimitive, and pureſt 
Churches of Chriſt hath held forth to us, in points of Faith, do- 
rine, and in all good orders or manners, becomming Chriſtians; 
either in their private moralities, or their publique decencies. In ' 
this integrity, innocency, and ſimplicity , ( which neither men nor divels 
_——— from _—_ are ſure -_ - deſtroyed, ifit muſt - RE 
ro ivered an ungrat generation vipers ; who think Math, 3. »; 
it enough to deſtroy thoſe, who have been a means of their being ro 
and life, as Chriſtians; if our injuries and bloud could be filen 
wich us, yet the very duſt of our feet, will bea teſtimony againſt ſuch Mat. 19.14! 
men at the laſt day of judgement : when it ſhall be more tolerable , 
for any Chriſtian people under heaven , than for theſe in England ;* 
fince among noneclearer truths have been taught, or worker 
done, or better examples given ; than have been here, by the Mini- 
fters of this Church. - We 

Where hath there been under heaven more frequent , and more M;1ifters 
excellent preching ? where more frequent, and yer unaffetted. ,yerjr of this } 
praying ? where more judicious, pious and prafticll writing ? Nation.) 
where more learned and induſtrious ſearching out of all divine 
truths? where more freeand Eng of them? ſo as 
nothingbath been withheld or mothered;where more devour. ho-. 

ins ? where more orderly, harmonious and r ary 


ly and greci 


gracions living 
table agreeing, than amo thoſe that were the beſt Biſhops, the bet 
mart eggs the beſt Chriſtians here in England? Period with 


22 2 theſe 


2. 
Conſiderations 
touching the 
Miniſters of 
England, 
bumbly pro» 
pounded. 


The M inifers of the Goſpel werit protetion; 
theſe ribands, fillets and garlands, of good words, good works, and 
bockes , muſt the Miniſte%s of England, like ſen _ _—_ 
tory lacrifices , be! deſtroyed? onely to gratifie , ſome mens pe- 
tulancy, — » covetouſneſſe and cruelty, who liſt to be aQtors, 
or ſpe&ators in {o religious maſſacres. 

But O you excellent Chriſtians of all' ranks and proportions; If 
there be yet any car of patience left free to hear the Miniſters plea 
and apology ; it calumny hath not obftrutedall wayes. of: juſtice or 
charity 3 it (laviſh feares have notſo imbaſed your piety and zealfor 
the Chriſtian reformed Religion, that you dare not ſeemno not to 
pity the Miniſters of it; if the ſeparations and brokenneſſe of Religjon (in 
our unhappy times) have not wholly blinded _ eyes and baf- 
fled your judgements ; ſo that you have loſtall ſight both 6frrue 
Church and true Miniſtry here in England; I humbly defare , that 
before the trueandancient Miniſters be caſhiered,and quite deſtroy- 
cd,theſe things ma RR | 

1, Whether itbe ajuſt proceeding to impute the perſonall failings 
of ſome men to the whole funition and profeſſion ? whether, at that 
rate, all Judges, Magiſtrates, and Commanders may not be cryed 
down, as well asall Miniſters ? Since,where there are many, there 
are alwayes ſome, that are not very good. 2. Whether it be fitting 
to condemneand deſtroy any men in any of their rights, to which 
they pretend, either of office or reward, ( and that by Laws , both 
divine and humane ) without a fair and full hearing, what can 


be ſaid for them ? or whether any man would have ſuch meaſure 


meted to themſelves? 3. Whether Pride iv ſome Lay-men of their 
gifts; Envy in others, againſt the welfare of the Miniſters of Chriſt; 
np ein others, as to their maintenance ; Profaneneſſe in others 
again all holinefle; Ambition in others to begin or carry on 
ome worldly ends and ſecular proje&ts; Licentiouſneſſe in 

againſt all religious reſtraints ; Impetience in others, to ſee 'any go- 
wern Without or {befides themſelves ; Malice and ſpite in others, 
againſt this, as all other reformed Churches; Hopes inothers 
by our confuſtone to introduce their ſuperſtitious uſurpationsp 
Whether I ſay theſe, and the like inordinate luſts, and motions in, 
mens hearts, as their ſeverall intereſts lead and tempt them, may 
not. be great- cauſes, and influentiall occaſions of theſe violent dis 
ftewpers, which break outthus againſt the generality of the Min | 
fers,. andthe whole calling ofthe Miniſtry in this Church ? - | 
Yea, what. if all odious clamars, and calumnies againſt them,and 
their calling, have no more of truth in them,than a Jewel hathof dirt 
In it when filth is caſt upon it? (whoſe innate firmneſs preſerves its 
inward and effentiall purity ) What if nothing be wanting the 
innecency and honour of the Miniſtry of this Church, but onely - 
tient 


The trat Minfters merit and plea. 
tient, and impartiall Judges ; pious patrozr , and generous prote- 
ours? which was all St. Paxl wanted, when he was accuſed of nuny 
and grievous crimes, by the cruell and bard-bearted Fewer; which 
were his Countrey men, andfor whom he had that bereick charity, 
as to wiſh himſelf Anathema from Chriſt, that they might be ſaved; 
Whether ever ny Miniſters of learning, honeſty and piety, ( thac 
had done ſo much for the religious welfare of any Chriſtian Na- 
tion, as the able Miniſters of —_— generally have done, for 
many ages;) were ever ſo rewarded by Chriſtians? or whether 
ever itentred into the hearts of religious men, ſo to deal with their 
Miniſters, as ſome now meditate and deſign ? 

It were good for men, how.metald root nr ever they ſeem to- 
be in carrying on their deligns,to make ſome pauſe and halt, before 


they ſtrike ſuch a ſiroak, as may ſeem to challenge Chriſt , and fight Severiſſime pu= 
againſt God : whoſe ſtrockes againſt men are heavieſt, when they '# Dews cum 
are leaſt vihblez and his wounds foreft, when men have the leaft DD 
Auft, 

dences of men may be great in their proccedings, (as was in Saul "AG 26.9, 


perſecuting) when yet their zeale is but daſhing againſt the AR. yg. 4 


ſenſe of their contending againſt him. The perſwafionsand confi- 


goades, or thornes ; and a meer perſecuting of Chriſt bimſelfe ; which 
will in the end pierce their own ſouls nah with many errors. 
What iſ(notwithſtanding many perſonal failings in Miniſters as men) 
their fundtica,colling.cnd Miniftry be the holy inſtitution and appoint- 
ment of Jeſus Chriſt; tranſmitted to theſe times, and this Church 
by a right orderand uninterrupted ſucceſſion, as'to the ſubſtance of 
the power, and eſlence of the authority ? ( The talents orgifts were 
Chriſts, and from Chrift, delivered to his Servants the Miniſters: 
of the Church : though ſomeofthem might be idle and unfaithful! z 
whoſe burying them in the earth, or wrapping them up in a. 
napking atany time was no waſting or imbezling of the ſubſtance 
of them; nor any leſſening of Chrifts right to them.) 
And for this I have produced, not weak opinions ; not light:con- 
je&ures ; not partiall cuſtomes ; not bare prepoſleſſion; not uncer- 


tain tradition; not blind antiquity ; not meer crowds or numbers A ſummary of 


of men ;z much lefie do I ſolemnly alledge my own ſpecious fancies , de= what makes 
wout dreams, uncertain gueſlings, Seraphick, ditater, and magiſteriall for the funfli- 


Enthufiaſms ; But gas ar” are outof the Word of God, for a oof the Mi- 


divine Ordinatian, and inſtitution at firſt. 2. Scripture hiſtory for niſtry, 


ſucceſſion, to tour.generations aftually. 3. Promiſes and precepts 
for perpetuity of power Miniſteriall, and afliſtance, which was 
derived by the ſolemn ceremony of the — of hands, by ſuch 


ha ined 3 and ſo enabled with ſucceſſionall power 
NTT wgrarmons” T gr wr po. and divine 


till the comingof Chriſt. 4. This 
plantation of the Miniſterial! office and power, we finde oft con- 
Z 3 2 3. confirmed 


The true Mimifters merit and plea; 


confirmed by miraculous gifts ; beſides the innocency , humility ' 
fimplicity, Go and charity of thoſe Apoſiles, primitive Biſho? 
and Presbyters,ſer forth in the bolineſſe of their lives ; and the glorious 
ſucceſſes off their MiniſteriaJl labours;- converting thouſand; by 
preaching the Goſpell : and by their Miniſterial! power, and au- 
chority planting Churches in all the then krown and reputed world, 
ot crowning their do@rines and Miniſtry with Martyrdome, 
5. After this I produce, what is undenyably alleadged , from au- 
thours of the beſt credit, (learned and godly men) famous in the 
Church, through all the firſt ages, ſhewing the Catholick and wn- 
contradied conſent ; the conſtant and uninterrupted ſucceſſion by 
Biſhops and Presbyters in every City, and Countrey ; which ajl 
Chciſſians in every true Church owned, received and reverenced,as 
men indued with ſach order and power Minifteriall, as was divine, 
ſuperneturall and ſacred, as from Chriſt,and in his Name; though 
by man, asthe means and conduit of it. This is made good to 
our dayes in the perſons, and office of thoſe Miniſters,who were and 
are duely ordained in this Church. 6. Next I plead, (with the like 
evident and undenyable demonſtrations ) the great abilities in all ſorts of 
miniſteriall giftsz the uſe and advancement of all pood learning; the 
vindicating of true Chriſtian and reformed religion;the manifold diſ- 
coveries of ſound judgement,diſcreet zeal, holy induſtry, blameleſſ 
conſtancy, andall other graces, wherein the Miniſters of England 
have not been inferiour to the beſt, and moſt famous in any re- 
formed Chriftian Church, and incomparably beyond any of theic 
defamatory adverſaries. 7.1 add to theſe as credemiall Letters,the teftimo- 
nies and ſeales which God hath given of his grace and holy Spirit, ac- 
companying the Miniſtry in England upon the hearts of many thou- 
ſands, both before and eminently fince the Reformation ; by which 
men have been converted to, and confirmed in Faith, Repentance , 
Charity, aud boly life ; the tryall of which is moſt evident in that 
patience and conſtancy which many Miniſters, as other Chriſtians 
in-this Church have oft ſhewen in the ſufferings , which they have 
choſen, rather then they would fin agaift their Conſcience,and that 
duty which they owedto God and man. 8. Laft of all, if any 
humane conſideration may hope for place inthe negle& of ſo many 
divine; the civill rights and priviledges, which the piety of this Na- 
tion, and the Laws of this Lond, have alwayes givento Miniſters of 
. the Goſpell; by the fulleſt and freeſt conſent of all Eftates in Par- 
liament : that they might never want able Miniſters, (nor theſe all 
fiting {upper and incouragements; Theſe I ſay ought ſo farto bere-_ 
gar y men of jaſtice, hoour and conſcience, as not ſudden 

to break all thoſe ſacred ſan&ions, and lawsaſunder , by which 
their forefathers have bound them to God, to his Church and Mi- 


niſters 


The Minifters of Eugland how deſerving; 
nifters, for the perpetuall preſervation of the true Chriſtian Reli- 


gion among them and their poſterity. 
Furthermore, if the godly Minifters of this Church of England 
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(whom ſome men deſtine to as certain deſtruftion and extirpation , as The fruits of 
ever the Agagite did the Fews) if they be the meſſengers of the mſs Miniſters 


bg God; the Prophets of the Lord; the Evangelical Prieſts; thoſe, by 


W 
the world; If they have, ( like the good Vine and Figtree) been ſer- 


viceable to God and man, to Church and State; It they have. 


laboured more abeundanth, and been bleſſed mure remarkgbly, than any 
other under heaven 3 It they have preached ſound docrine in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon ; if they have given full proof of their Miniftry\, not 
handling the Word of God dereitfully ; nor defrauding the Church 
of any Fruch of God or divine Ordinance ; If many-of them have 
fought a good fight, and finiſhed their courſe with joy, and great 
ſaccelſe againſt ſin, errour, ſuperſticion,and profaneneſſe ; If they. 


have — frrebrauds out of hell; pulled many ſouls out of. 


the ſnares of the divell.; If they have faſted, and mourned, and watch- 
ed, and prayed, and ſtadyed, and taught, and lived to the honour 
of the Goſpell, and the good of many ſoules; If they have like 
Davids Worthies ſtood in the gap againſt thoſe Anakims and Zan+ 
zummins, who by lying wonders, learned ſophiſtriesr, and accurate po« 


licies have, (to this day) trom the firſt reformation., and coming - 


ot of Egypt, ſought to bring us thither- again; or elſe to de- 
ſtroy the very name of Proteſtants, and retormed Religion from 
under heaven ; If almoſt «ll good Chriſtians, (and not a few of theſe 
renegadves, their ungratefulkenemics Y doe owe in reſpeRt of know- 
ledge or grace, to the Minifters of I as Philemon to St. Paul, 
even their vexy ſelves; If they have oft in ſecret .wept over this 
finfull Nation and wantonly wicked people; (as Chriſt did over - 
Feruſalem )* and as Noah, Daniel; and Fob, oft ſtood in the ggp to turne-- 
away the wrath of God from this ſe pg If, now , 
they have no other thoughts, or praiſes , but ſuch as become the 
truth, and peace of that Goſpell, which they preach, and that - 
blefſed example, which - Chriſt hath ſet them; whom inall things - 
they defrre to imitate; in ſerving God, edifying the Church, doo 
eo all men, praying for their —_— and paying. all civill 
reſſe&ts, which | war6n. Jon men: If all crue and faichfull 
Miniſters . have- done ,  defigne onely ro doe , pres f 
eat and. good worky in this Church and Nation; for which of theſe 


g ic, that ſome men ſeek, and others with filence, ſuffer them to 


| be ſtoned the threatned Chriſt ; and theinconſtane Lyſtrians 
ated an St. Pau; 2 agen miracles. wrought by him —— 
high applauſes of him from them, was after dragged, aa —_ : 


$ 


labours in 


om Salvation hath been brought, and continued to this part of England. 


1944 True Miniflers merits and tives; 
Att. 14.19. of their City by them z ſuppoſing himto bedead. If all trae and worthy 
Miniſters being conſcious to their own Integrity, ( a midſt their 
common infirmities) aſter their eſcaping 'the late flormes, (in which 
many periſhed) arecafily able, without any diſorder to them, to 
AR.2%.5, fhakeoffthoſeVipers,which out of the fire of ſome mens ſpirits now ſeiſe 
upon them with poyſonous calumnies of futious,covetous, ſeditions;&c. If 
there be ſtill upon the true and able Minifters of England , thoſe 
CharaGers of divine Authority ; thoſe gifts of the boly Ghoſt, in all 
good underſtanding, knowledge, utterance, zeal, courage, induſtry 
and conftancy, which fits them with power for that holy funtionz 
and carries them through it, with all hdelity and patience,not on- 
ly to ſerve, but to ſuffer for the Lord Feſas and his Church : 

It they have been uſt Stewards, and faith —_— of the M 
{teries of Chriſtto his houſhold this Church ; how can they with- 
out infinice rudenefſe, and unchriſtian inſolence be ſhamefully uſed, 
and driven out of their places and Offices? If they have been 
ſpirituall fathers to maany ſoules, and as tender mothers to them; not 
diſdaining to bear with the manners of childiſh Chriſtians, in many 
places, (whoturned their refpeQ into peeviſhneſſe, and their love 
into ſcorn) how unnaturall will it be for Chriſtians to beryne 
patricider, murtherers of their ſpirituall fathers? to whom in ſome 
Teeatis vim aut ſenſe they owe more, than to their naturall? If Miniſters be Em- 
comrumelram paſſaders, they ought not to be violated by the Law of Nations, 
gm ca. #* (behaving themſelves, as becomes the honour of their Embaſh, and 
| > 7 RchER ſender) how much more if from God, ſent by Chriſt, in his 
cum homi= and his Fathers Name; and that with a meſſage of Feace, and recon- 
mum prefidio ciliation from heaven to poore finners? The greateſt and proudeſt 
manunuemy une” of them, being but wormes meat, may not ſafely deſpiſe, injure, 
| a ” or turn away the leaſt of the ſervants and Meſſengers of our Lad 
Cic.de Aral, and Mrſter Feſws Cbriſt, which ſpeak in his Name, (that is, both his 
reſp, Truth, and by his Authority ) which canbeno whereelſe (in any 
ordinary Miniſtry ) but in thoſe, who are dayly ordained in this holy de- 

ſeent and ſucceſſion. 

If they have been watchfull Shepheards over their ſeverall flocks, for 
good and not for evill ; how barbarous muſt it be for Sheep to 
turn Wolves,and deyoure thoſe Paſtors, who have fed them, as Faceb 

Gen.31. 4%. gid Labans flocks, with all care and diligence, day and night, leading 
them by the pureſt waters, and in the ſafeſt paſtures ? Nor is there 
now any morecauſe to change the wages of theſe Shepheards of 
ſoules (which is elwayes like to be to their loſe) than covetous Laban bad 
againſt boneſt Jacob. | 

If noneother can authoritatively, and as of Office and duty, in'the 
name andby the miffion of Chriſt, bring the meſlage of ce 5 
and reconciliation to ſinners; ( which hath befides the Wor b 

| ſacr 
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facred and myeriows ſeales ; and 'other holy ations of power and 

authoricy to be pertormed by peculiar,fit and appointed Minifiers J 

how beautifull ought their fa to be, and their ſteps welcome z Rom. 10. 15, 

which flow with truth and peace, 'grace and mercy ? How farre 

ſhould they be from being trodden under the feet of proud, covetous and 

envious men f who firſt caſting dirt in their faces, after with much 

duſt and clamour, ſeck to ſtir up, not onely the people, but the Aa. 21.36. 

powers againſt them; as if they were burtbens of the earth, not fit to 

live ? But wiſdome us juſtified of ber children. | | Matth, 12, I9, 
I cannot be ſo injurious to my countrey and countreymen, as to 5» 

think z-that to perſons of ſuch worth, ſtanding in ſuch relations be- Miniſters ex. 

eween God and man.; inveſted with ſo holy authority; managing petit better 

it with ſuch divine power and efficacy; crowned with ſo great things from 

ſucceſſes ; recommended to all worthy Chriſtians with ſo many - good Chriſti- 

publique merits, both to Church and State z/ (as the true and duely ans. 

ordained Miniſtets of the Church of England are) either men of purity 

or of power, can be ſo wanting to, or ſo ſhrink from their duty to 

God, their loveto Chriſt, their zeal for the reformed Religion, 

their care oftheir countrey, of their poſterity, and of their owne 

ſoules; asnot to cheede orakes or appear for them; or not to en- 

devour in all fair wayes to improve the intereſt they have in the 

publique, by which to preſerve ſo many good and righteous per- 

ſons (asto mens tribunall) from poverty, contempr, and ruinez yea 

to * preſerve themſelves 'and their deareſt relations from moſt 

irreligious infamy. of ingratefull deſerting and oppreſling {0 

deſerving men. ts, | | ST | | EN 
Men cannot but be unboly', that can be ſo unhankeful: And if 2 Tiw.3. 2, 

Ingratitude be in all other -relations, and- merits among men juſtly - 

eſteemed as the moſt deteflable diſeaſe and inhumane deformity in the 

ſoul;ſhall it onely ſeem beauty, health, and a commendable quality, 

when it is offered by Chriſtians to their Miniſters? Such as 'may 

with equall modeſt, and truth plead their own innocency, and 

againſt the immenity of their enemies malice? For ſetting the 

 idlenefſeand ick vanity of ſome Miniftersin later, -and more 

licentious times, (whoſe either inſufficiency, or lazyneſſe, or- inordi- 

nate aQivity, or abje& popularity, hath made them the ſtaine and 

ſbame of their holy fun&ion ; and whoſe burthen is too heavy for 

my pen to diſcharge them of ) if we looke upon: thoſe-learned, - 

7 tera ſober and venerable Miniſters, who have been, and till - 

are the glaty enrens obyncir —_— yy Teck ores _—_— On _— 

in their feverall degfeesand ations 7 \lowaly proolaim rious - 

Samuel this proteſtatian in their behalf: Behold the * Miniſters of the ;;,ccjous wo the 

Lord andof this Church » (0: you anthankefull Chriſtians and caufleſſe publique, 

enemies) witneſſe againſt them _ _ 54A and before his yooues * x SA, 13, 3, 
a 4 e 


$46 Miniſters merits of this Chaych and Nation, 
whoſe Oxe or Aſſe have they taken ? whom have th 
ea ? whoſe hurt or damage have they wecbans Por —_—_ or 


have not they ſtudyed,and endeavoured? whoſeevillot fin or miſery 
have they not pitied, and ſought to relieve? what is the injury 


3 


for which ſo deſolating « vengeance muſt pafſe upon them, and thei 
. whole funftion ? What id che blaſphemy axainit ( God > _—_ _ 


1 King, 21, which theſe Naboths muſt lofe their lives, and livehboods ? 
wherein have they defervedſo ill of former or later agesz that they 
ſhould be ſo uſed (as Abab commanded of Micaiahz and the Fews dial 
to Jeremiah) to be caft into priſons, into ſordid and obſcurt reſtraints ; 
or to be expoſed to Mendicant liberty, for to befed onely with the 
bread and water of afflition, if they can obtain ſo much ? What 
neceſlary truth of God buve they detained in unrighteouſnelſe ? what 
error have they broached, revived, or maintained? what fuperſti 
have they nouriſhed? what {icentiouſneſſe in fin have they incoura- 
ged? what true Chriſtian liberty (which alwayes containes it ſelfe 
in. bounds of _— _ _— mOry 20 = — to, or = 
trauded the e of? unlefle a itgs © i peace 
EXtern a which the publique wikiom and conſent of the Na» 
tion confined it ſelf, 'them andall men in it, by laws, are to be called 
ſuperſtition, tyrarmy and oppreſſion, in Miniſters, more thena}l other 
men ;z who being under government, thought it their duty to ſub- 

I Pet. 2:73. mit. to every ordinance of man, which did not crofſe any divine ordi- 
nance; but kept within the bounds of that liberty, order and 
decency , which are left to the wiſdome of any Chriſtian Church and 
State 3 whereby to preſerve the honor of Religion, and the order and 
peace Of the publique. | 

Thoſe jejune and threadbare objettions oft uſed ugainſt Minifters 
in theſe things, (wherein there were but obedientiall, and peſfroe; 
the ativity lying in thoſe, who had the power 'to enjoyne,, and 
command them, which was done by all Eſtates in Parliament.) have 
mw ſo —_ 04 —— = Fa ſober and wiſe ; ps 

ee the eſſe of reajon', an c h of pa in them; -us 
they are charged for Gn on Miniſters in t - Yeſeive obedience 
and conformity ; For which they were like to 'know better grounds , 
than any their enemies had againſt them : And being in all other 

* 1776s inoxdi- - Main matters, very knowingand' conſeiencious men, are notin 

nate mele aunt Charity tobe ſuſpefted, in thoſe leſſer arid extern matters, to have | 

ſua: Buy vebt-. any' leak; of weakneffe, or to have made any ſhi 'of a. 
—_— 'm-- good confcience; Later events fave much recommended former 
fr" - ai and laws, * ſhewing how weak,even Truth and Relipton,are 

valeniſſi= - ( yh: dr Jwhere (like looſeand & 


| "Bee - 
| netulul. vers or Proteflors are deftituee ofall oder and jafl hpi 
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But FN Miniſters of —— 0 lad had Cn 6. 
many failings, as men compa ith infarmities, w Miniſters in 
beſen them, ( for which they oft mourned ; againſt which they hi —_— 
alwayes praying and ſtriving ) yet what isit wherein the preten= neſſes, yet ſic- 
ded ions of their prelumptuous , and inplacable adverſarits periour ts their 
doe excell the very weaknefles and defedts of Miniſters ? yea wherein adverſaries 
will che vapouring of any new projeiors be able to repair the dami- who cannot 
mage or recompenſe the want, which thouſands muſt have ; ( yea ſupply their 
this whole Nation ſuffer ) if by theſe mens cruell deſigner, they be rome. 
deprivedot the bleſſing of theſe, whom they pleaſe to count ſo 
weak, unworthy, and contemptible Minifiers Will thoſe old pieces, or 
thoſe new Proteuſſes ( who pretend and fancy to be new ſtamped. 
with the mark of popular ordination, {which is none of Chriſts, 
whoſe wiſdome neyer committed any powerof Miniftry,and holy 
offices, or divine Ordination to the common people, as I have 
' proved) who are berrayers, haters, and deſertors of that true power 
and authority , which they formerly received in that juft and 
lawfull erdinatimm , ( which was from all antiquity derived to this 
Church ; from which no mean and vulgar complyance ſhould have 
drawn any man of piety, learning, and honeſty , to ſo great a 
ſchiſm, defetion and Apoſtafie,trom the Catholick rule and ancienc 
praftiſe : )) will 1 ſay, theſe new maſters, or thoſe beaps of Teachers, 
which country people are prone to raiſe up tothemſelves,in their fer- 
vent folly,and —_ fimplicicy ; will they furniſh Church or.State 
with better and abler Miniſters in any kinde, with better learning, bet- 
ter dodtrine, better preaching better praying, better living, then 
thoſe former Miniſters did in the midfi of their many infirmities ? 

Yea will not theſe new obtruders, with moſt impudent forebeads 
while they looke your in the face, cheat and deceive you ? Will they not 
(while they fmileupon you, with ſhews of Giftr, and Spirit, and 0 miſcrondem 
Prophets, and ſpeciall calls, and extraordinary ordinations ) exchange ſÞon/am ralibus 
coumerfeit for true Jewels, brafle for gold, tonesfor bread, youu es — _ n 
for pearls, dirt for diamonds, gloeworms for ſtars, candles full @;** 
of theives and-ſoil;for the Sun 7 In. ftead of the exceHent and uſefull predatores nou 
worth, the divine and due authority of your learned and godly predicatores,pte 
Miniſters, you ſhall bave nc « 27g , or fraudulent _ _ 
learni or T7elwiti iſtry, or fanatick, nonſenſe, or flattering errors, EB 
or faftious ax am path to #ſber in moſt danmeble loltrher and wy — I. 
moſt unchriſtian praftiſes ; > Doe men gather grepes of thornes, or figs : 
of thiſiles ? Can theſe bitter fountaines ſend forth ſweet waters? _ 
or theſe burning Ecnas breath. forth other than ſuch "ſparkes and Jam 3.12. 
flames as their ſulphureous ſpirits, andrheir hearts full of envy , 
and malice, and pride afford? which ſeck to darken the Sun oft 
Truth at noon'day; or to ſcorchup the fruits of holinefſe ;_ to 
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infeft the common air of Chriſtian charity, order, andpeace; in- 
which true Chriſtians delight to breath. When theſe plagiarier have - 
deſtroyed, or [driven away the fathers of Chriſts family, and 
Church ; will they not*either ſeduce and fteal away the children © 
their own erratick fafions; or even ſe] theſe Orphenes for a pair of ſhyes 
to Cantors and Ton-a»bedlams ; committing,or rather caſting away 
the ſoules of men to the careleſſe care of thoſe ſturdy vagrants; 
whoſe mindsare-more unſetled than their eyes, or feet, or tongues; 
which are ſo farbent againſt true Miniſters, as they are intentto their 
booty and prey from every quarter? 

Will theſe (who ſeek to be the maules and hammers of the Mi. 
niſters of this Church ) either by their $skill or power, wit or 
learning, prudence or policy, ever forge on the hard anvils of their 
heads; or bring forth out of the rudemoulds of their inventions, 
any thing that ſhall be like a true Miniſter of the Goſpel! ?' Are there 
ordinarily any ſuch blocks to be found among them, of which there 
is any hope, that they may be ſhapen to ſuch Mercuries, as are 
the true Gods Meſſengers? Are there any ſuch tempting materials, as 
any art and induſtry may promiſe to fit them up co ſucha degree 
and pitch of competent Miniſters, as may dire& the countrey plain» 
nefſe? and guide that peeviſh and diſputative madneſſe, which is 
among even, the meaneſt people in every village? Will theſe 
skippers Or ſkullers, ever furniſh out ſuch Pilots, as may ſafely ſteere 
the ſhip of this Church,. in which the Truth of God, the honour of 
Chriſt, the reformed Religion , the happineſſe of thouſands of 
ſoulesare embarqued, amidſt the rocks of errours, Syrens of ſecular 
temptations, and piracies of ſtrong enemies on every fide? They 
ſay, that better ſhips are now built in England than ever were; 
and ſha]l we be content with worſe Pilots ? + lefſe able Miniſters in 
the Church ? who are aSthe Argonaute; bringers of the golden fleece ; 
the riches, and righteouſneſſe of- Chriſt the Lamb of God; the 
treaſures of heaven ; the true gold of.Ophir;. which hath been ſeven 
times tryed ; in ſtead of which thefe new trafiquers intend to trade 
for nothing , but the Apes and Peacocks, toyes of new opinions : 
Shall N-ahs Ark, the Churches purity, (which is the _— of 
Chriſts little flock, of the holy ſeed of a Chriſtian ſucceſſion, both 
tor fathers and children ) be brokenup or daſhed in pieces againſt 
the rocks of ſacrilegious envy and policy ; for theſe Antiminiſterial 
projets will never be 'the monntaines of Ararat, on which the 
Church or true Religion -may reſt. Shall this Iſland, whoſe ſafety 
conliſts ſo much in the guardof the Sear, be lefle carefnll ro guard 
the coaſtsof the Church and the reformed Chriſtian Religion ? 
whole narrow frete or ſtrait runs between the rocks of Atheifme and 


Superſtition 3 ot Parity and Profaneneſſez of Herefte and Schiſm z of Ty- 
ranpy and Toleration, Will 
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Will ever theſe new dwindling Divines, the Propheticall ppgries of | 
this age, (which oppoſe the able Miniſters and true Miniſtry of the 
Church of England) will they ever bring forth for the ſervice of 7- 
God, or for the maintenance of the true Chriſtian reformed Reli- Eminent Bi- 
gion, ſuch a race, and ſucceſſion of mighty men, of excellent Miniſters, ſþ-ps and 
of incomparable Heroes, worthily renownedin their own , and Fresbyters of 
after genecations , whoſe workes yet praiſe them in the gates ; of whom former days in 
none, but evill tongues, can ſpeak evill ; ſuch as this later age or cen» the Church 
tury hath brought torth, to looke no further back tathoſe excel. of England, 
1:nt men of former and obſcurer times ? © Cin you expeCt Crammers, | 
* Latimers, Bradfords, Ridleys, Hoopers, Grindals , Whitgifts, Fletchers , 
© Sands, Elmers, Jewels, Kings, Abbots, Lakes, Bilſons, Fabbingtons, An- 
* drews, Feltons, Fields,Cowpers, Whites, Davenants, Potters, Prideauxes,and 
*Weſtfields; with many others now «t reſt inthe Lord, all venerable 
in their Epiſcopall order and eminency ; as fathers of the Church; and 
as elder brothers, among their brethen, the other Miniſters ; 
whoſe humility di(dained not to be ſubjed to thoſe reverend Biſhops ; . 
although ſome of them might be equall to them in eminent gitrs ; Animi nit 
* Such as were Gilpin, Fox, Knewtubbs , Perkins, Whitaker, Reinolds, 4" Landis 
Y Wilt, White, Richard Hooker, Umpbry Overall, Greenham, Regers 3 So Virg, 
© Dent, Dod, Heron, Bifie'd, Smith, Bolton, Taylsr, Hilderſh.em, Crakan= * 
© thorp, Donne, Stoughton, Ward, Holſworth, Shutes, Featly, and DoQtor 
Stbs : ( which laſt fragrant name, I may not mention withour 
ſpeciall gratitude and honour due to the memory of that venera- 
ble Divine :. not onely for the piety, learning, devotion and po- 
liteneſſe'of his two genuine writings, ( The bruiſed Reed, and Seules 
conflia ) - but alſo tor that paternall love, care, and counſell, 
by which hee much oblieged mee. to him in my younger 
yeares. Indeed that holy man I found altogether made up of 
ſweetneſſe and ſmoothnelle, oil and honey. As his a&tions, ſo his 
gifts and graces were ſet in a kinde of Moſaick work , admirable 
tor that mecknefſe and humility; which while they ſought to 
conceal and ſhadow over his vertues, they gave the greateft luſtre 
to then, 
Beſides theſe, there werean innumerable company of other immor-' 
tall Angels ; but yet Miniſtring (pirits to this Church of England; 
who are now madeperfeq; and whom nothing would ſo probably 
afti&t in heaven, asto ſeethe degenerate ſucceſſion , both of Mini- 
ſters and Chriſtians, now likely to follow in this age; Many of 
theſeand other Worthies of this tunion, in former rimes (as now) 
living anddying in countrey obſcurities, were buried in thoſe ſ.pulchzrs, 
which they had made in the Gardens, ( that is, thoſe Dioceſes or 
Pariſhes) which they had planted, or diligently watered ; and dif- 
'Poled by pious induſtry to a pleaſant, peaceable and bappy ferci- 
Aaaa3 lity : 
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Hopeful ſuceeſſion of able Minifters, if &e; 
lity : Men, however different in ſome external! kneamente (as 
miy be among Brethren) yet all of excellent features ; and ſome of 
the firſt three, both in beauty and ſtrength for piety,learning, judge- 
ment acuteneſſe , eloquence, depth, deyotion, charity, gravity , 
induſtry, and a kinde of Angel:ch, majeſty ; at once both amiable and 
venerable, both in their preaching, writing, and pradtice. 

Thele great men and greater Miniſters, have indeed left w behinde 
them, a generation far inferiour to them , ( for the moſt part ) 
more {ceble,” and unableto work, or warr ; having moreenemies, 
enjoying leſſe incouragements,( ſcarce any now conſiderable as to 
this world ) bearing greater croſſes , and heavier burthens every 
way ,for charge,duty and reproach; who are oft forced to lay our in 
publique taxes a great part of that /ittle, they have to buy them- 
felves booker or bread : Who have onely this advantage of our trou- 
bileſome, envious and evill times; that wemay learn to be more 
bumble in our ſelves ; more diligent in our duties ; more charitable 
to others; and more valiant for the Truth : hoping, that while 
we have after the primitive pattern, nothing left to glory in, but * 
the Creſſe of Feſus Chriſt, both our aftliftions and infirmities may 
prove opportuntties to exerciſe, diſcover and increaſe the graces of God - 
and true Miniſteriall gifts in us, whoſe power can perfe@ it ſelfe, 
and us too in the midſt of our infirmities, and ſupport us under the 
many unjuſt oppreſſions, which threaten us. ere are indeed. 
yet y through Gods mercy in the field or foreft of this Church, 
and Nation, ſome goodly old Trees , both venerable Biſhops, and 
woithy Presbyters , here and there : Some ſbrewdly battered,and 
{ſtrangely negle&ed ; which yet retain ſomething that is very 
goodly and gracefull, amidſt their battered tops and ſhattered arms ; 
being yet ſtately monuments or reliques of that former benignity which 
was in this.Engiiſh ſoil roward Churchmen and Miniffers; man 
of whom grew to ſo all aprocerity, as of learning and worth, fo 
ot wealth and honcur, in ſome degree anſwerable to their worth,and 
becoming that reall dignity which was in them ; far more uſe- 
tull and confiderable by wiſe men,than any bare deſcent of titular 
honor. Theſe I muſt be ſo civill to, as not to name any of them; that 
I may avoid ſuſpicion either of envy or flattery; (two moſt deteſtable 
diſtempers in mens ſpirits,and full of malignity) Indeed I need not 
name ſome of them,foralthough they areleft, as cottages in a wilder- 
neſſe, and as beacons on a bill, yet they are till ſuch "avs and ſbi- 
ning lights, as cannot be quite hid : Some of whoſe fame is in all the 
reformed Churches; and their eminency renownedin all the learned 
world; being indeed the beauty and glory of theſe Britiſh Nations;thepil- 
lar and honor of the Proteſtant party; the grand examples of pious Prela- 
learned humility,holy induſtry ; the great lights of this —— | 

climate 


4 


Some Minifters difireſſes ave publique reproaches; 


age be, not onely guilty ſpe@ators, but cruell a&ors in their 
diftrefſes; whoſe neceflities muſt needs be ſome reproach of the Na- 
tion ; even a publique fm and ſhame, never to be expiated ? Will 
it not be the height of barbarity, to compell ſuch perſons to Belli- 
ſarius his Obolum? After ſo many learned viRories and triumphs, 
to force themto turn their bookes into bread; or to be their own 
Canuibals, to feed on their owne bowels, or to ſtarve upon others 
uncharitableneſſe? O how ſad and ſordid is it for ſuck learned 
worth to betryed with want , and fuch piety be exerciſed by pe- 
nury! Oprodigy of covetows cruelty, capable to aſtoniſh heaven and 
earth ; which ſeekes to hide its wickednefſe by its enmity; and 
to make its ſelfe incredible, by its monſtroſity and exceſſe; men 
will think ita fable, which humanity (much more Chriſtianity) 
ſhould ſo much abhor to aft, -or ſuffer to be done, when it is 
in their power to help. O Divine Providence , which art indifpu- 
table, unſearchable, uneffable; how doft thou thus chuſe dark- 
eſe for the garment of thy glorious lights; and thick clouds 
ot obſcurity, wherein to wrap up thy brighteſt beames among 
mankinde! Art thou preparing Ravens for ſuch Eltaſſes; and 
working wonders for the nouriſhment of ſich Prophets ? or ſhall 
their recirednefſe, poverty and patience be thy greateſt wonder, 
and their Martyrdome thy higheſt miracle, by which to convince 
and convert this crooked and- adulterous generation ? Truly, 
O excellent Chriſtians, it is infinite pity, griefand ſhame, thar 
fo deſerving vertues and moſt reverend years ſhould be ſo much 
obſcured and neglefted; whoſe great learning and excellent 
gifts inall kindes, nomen or Chriftians would deſpiſe, or not 
uſe and incourage, ſave onely ſuch asare afraid, that either the 


true*reformed Religion, or true Miniſters ſhould have any luſtre 
put upon them, or ſo much asany competent livelyhood afforded 
to them, here; while forain Churches -and Univerſities admire - 


them, and would gladly entertain them. 


There are alſo ſome fair Plantations of yung and thrifty trees, - yet * 
left, in this Church ; whoſe laxuriant floridneſſe wants nothing - 
bur a right Church government, to culture, prune, and order them ; : 


Theſe, rightly planted out by due ordination, and preſerved by 


wiſe diſcipline, would in time bear ftore of \$0d fruits 3 it the coldnefſe - 
e: 


and ſpewinefſe of the ſoil,and inclemency of the Englifh climate (ever 
fince our Northern blaft;) did\not make them dwindle, grow moſly, . 
and ſhrubbed by popular and plebeian adherencies ;-or if a. violent : 
hand doenogpluck them up by the root, or ſo berk them: round, . 
and circumciſe their maintenance ; that no fair frait can COIN i 
l 


$51 
cimate; Which alone might ſerve to fulfill, what the Caſſiopeian Which won- 
flames did portend, by that new ftar in the year, 1572. Shall ehis 4c in heaven 


occaſioned the 
learned ſtudics 
of Tichs Brahe, 
and did, as he 
layes, forctell 
extraordi- 
nary lighr 

of learning 
and Religion, 
Tuh, Brahe, 
Aſtro. Reflim, 


552 MiniFers abſence not to be ſupplyed by Pretenders, 
from them , when there is no ſap derived to them; who, if they were 
duly ordered; and incouraged, would ſtill makethe vain and erra- 
tick genius of thisage ſee , That true Religion is to be preſerved, and 
the Kingdom of Chriſt in mens hearts advanced,and the power of go 


nefſe maintained in Chriſtians lites, not by new modes and fancifull fa- 

ſ:ton,but by old truths,and the old Miniſtry ; of whoſe line and mea- 

(ure, theſe new pretenders coming far ſhort, they ſtrive by their calum- 

nating aiity to ſupply their defefs, aſter the ſame arts that the 

ungrateful ſons of Sephocles did; who,that they might get their fathers 

eſtate ( of whoſe /ongevity they were impatient) complained ; that hee 
dated, and was paſt the uſe of thoſe admired parts; which formecly 
had got him the loveand applauſe of all Athens ; beſeeching the Ma- 
giſtracy, that they might make their father their pupill, and 

manage that eſtate for him, to which he was ſuperannuated : The 

old man hearing of this prattiſe of his unnaturall ſons, made and 
0-47p Colo» ypubliquely recited the famous, and laſt of his Tragedies;z which 
nels, gavethe people ſo great aſſurance of his ſtill remaining reaſon and 
{ufficiency , that they cauſed the former unjuſt grant to be revoked, 

and his unworthy ſons worthily puniſhed. 

| ; I muſtin like manner leaveit to the judgement and conſcience 
T be imperti= gf all excellent Chriflians ; whether there be any compare , betweene 
nency and in- thegifts, labours , and ſucceſſes of thoſe goodly Trees, the true 
ſufficiency of Miniſters; (who bave had theright power and ſucceſſion derived to 
the Antimini= (hem trom the Apoſtolicall root ) and theſe new ſhooters, or ſuckers ; 
fterial preten= yo ſeek to ftarve the ancient trees, which ſo far exceed them , 
ary. and over drop them; Are they not like vinesand brambles, thorns 
and figtrees ſet together? Is not the compariſon uncomely , 

and diſparaging, not onely to Chriſtians judgements, but to their- 
very religion ? Can theexchange paſſe without infinite loſſe, injury, 
and indignity, to all true Chriſtians, of this, andall other refor- 
med Churches ? And thereforel ſhall preſume ſuch a computation can 
never be delirable or acceptable to any, that are ſoberly hos (wn , and 
truly conſciencious 3 who have no ſecular intereſt wrapped up,under 

ſpecious pretenſions of piety. | ONT. 

Wiſe and worthy Chriſtians cannot but remember, and be ex- 

treawly ſenſible, of thoſe many great benefits, which their forefathers 

themſelves, and their countrey, have evidently received and en- 

joyed many years, by the labors of the true Minifters of this Church : 

equall or liketo which, they cannot, with any probability, (nor 

by any experience yet had ) expe, from the ſorry ſimplicity , and 

extravagant ignorance of thoſe ' Antiminiſteriall adverſaries; who have'as 

little ability, as authority, to carry on the greatand holy work, of 

ſaving ſoules, either by diſpelling ignorance, errours, or prejudices 

out of mens mindes ; or by ſetling mens ju lgements in truth; 

| or 


18, 


Worthy and proce Sonlditre can't be ag einft true Minifterss. $53 
or ſatisfying mens conſtiences in donbes « ( or by reforming meng 
manners in a way ofdue reproof, and diſcreec counſel] z or by vin- 
dicating the reformed Religion again learned cunning and pow- 
crfull oppoſers z or by preſerving any decency, order, and honor 
in the outward formand profeſſion'of Chriſtian Religion, which 
will ſoon. deform to all contrary effefts, if other Miniſtry or Mini+ 
ſters be applyed,than ſuch, as Chriſt hath inflicuted, and theChurch 
alwayes ordained, and ſent in Chrifts Name. | | 

No. man then can deſire, or defigh the change of this Miniſtry, as 
to the authority, order, rule, and ſucceſſion, who doth notalſo aime at 
the change of the whole Miniftration, and work; Indeed thoſe rude 
and unchriſtian novelties, which ſowe men ſeemze. to agitatez carry 
the aſpe&, not onely of Papiſts,, and other collateral! adverſaries 
againſt us as reformed; but of Jews, and Turks,and Heathens, ſuch as 
would molt diametrally oppoſe the name of any' Chriſtian Church ; . 
or, which isasbad or worſe, they ſeeme to prepare the way for 
ſome great «Antichrifts, whoſe co muſt be by ſfirang pretenſions 2Tbeſ,3,10,11; 
and preſumptions of ſome new wayesof Miniſtry, Sanfity, and Piety; 
in which are hidden the ſtrongeſt deluſions, moſt probable to over- 
throw | true —_— ——— Age foro they ſhall 
ſpecioully cry new wayes of Mi 5 piric,and gifts, 
br Churches;which neither we, nor our forefathers,nor primitive 
Chriſtians,nor the Church Catholick, ever knew, or wereacquain= 
ted with , either by Scripture pools orany Churches praftiſe; 
for however the beſt reformed OLE have reſtored many things 
to their priſtine luſtre, yer they innovate ym gp 3 
grounds of doftcine , or Catholick order, ft and Inſti- 
tution, 

As, then, thoſe men are moſt the ſouldiers friends, who adviſe 19. 
them, to keep to theirable and experienced commanders ; and not to 47reſſe to 
venture their ſafety upon the ativi pk RE men of the 
and nimble fencer :- $0 are they friends toall good and, Militery ore 
d. der. 


_ 
fon, which is 
of.Gheif, | +: 

And fince herein: 


and equali{ berween worthy Miniſters 
have a right Conmiſfion 3 | cannot think, rar Maya" 1-4 
or 


$54 Worthy and piout Souldiers can't be againſs frie Miniſters, 
or conſiderable for piety,prudence,and Chriftian'valour, (which dares 
any thing,but ſin 3) that any ſuch ſouldiers, (1 ſay) ſhould be prone to 
kindleany diſcontents and mutinies,againfi the able and tmue Mini- 
Doi Miniſtri fters ot this Church. To whom (no doubt) they cannot but thank- 
forres miltites fully confeſſe ; that,under God, they ow ( for the moſt part ) what 
dirigant3 juſt! eyer good learning, good breeding, Or good conſcience they have : Iam the 
ms v fag ,.: further from ſuſpe&ing ſo unchriſtian, and wnred 4tempter in 
oat + 1:5, that ſort of ſouldiers, becauſe I know'by experience that in all the 
1243 b1 virtue, eroubles and ſhakings, which have been in theſe times, thoſe of 
them who are ſober and ingenuous men, have been both in pub- 
Jique, and in private yery loving, civill, and reſpeAive to the true Mi- 
niſters of this Church : ſo that thoſe who glory in their affromts , 
contempts, and oppoſicions againſt the Miniſters, doe but r 
proclaim,that they are the very drofſe and ruder dregy of that profeſſion ; 
(forſo itis like to be in England: )) Nor can Ithink, that the ir- 
religious motions, unruly mutinies, and inconfiderable menacings , 
of a tew ſuch unbred men, ſhould either over-ſway or over-aw , the 
ſober counſels, and better purpoſes of thoſe many better gentlemen, 
who ſway either incounſell or in power. 
' Whoſe proteftion, in all peaceable, and good wayer, why the 
Miniſters of England ſhould not as well deſerve, hope for, and 
enjoy, as any other order, or rank of men, I ſee no reaſon; unleſſe 
injuries, obloquies and indignities offered , by ſome of very mean 
quality and condition {for the moſt part) (and hitherto borne with 
that Chriſtian courage and patience , which becomes grave and godly 
Miniſters, ſhould be argument enough to perſwade all Chriſtians 
to forſake them, and deſtroy them ; ) of whoſe fafery, and welfare 
no doubt.) God himſelf, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are very ſen- 
lez as much concerned in their ſafferings : Nor can I rhink bu 
that thoſe men, who are ſo bardned in their malice and perſecution 
againſt the Miniſters, and their holy fun&ion ; doe oft hear a wice 
ſecretly calling within ther, O you Sauls, why doe you perſecute mee: in 
ny ſervants the Miniſters ; who preach my Word, in my Name, by my 
authority, and accompanied with my grace and ſpirie? 5: 
11- Yea, notonelyinalltrueReligion, and fear of God, which be- 
In all Chriſti=. comes true beleivers, but in all reaſon, and policy of State, it is, as 
enend rue yeceffary. forthoſe in places of power to prorett the true Miniſters, 
policythe true their divine calling and ſucceffion , as for theſe Miniſters:to be pro- 
and ancient, | ed by them 3. and this, not onely in order to Godsglory, and 
Miniſtery is the good of mens ſouls, thejr own and others; but for theirown 
to be preſer- and —— eace, ſatety,and honor before men ;/ Nor: is that - 
ved. "PII promiſe, and obligation, (once given to the publique) to be for- 
The Pecar3= gotten, by which it was affired, that the Lerying of fauldiers, and 
Houſes, 4.41, Failing - of forces ſhould be only. as ſcaffolds to build up learningpi 


The true Miniſtery to be. preſerved in policy; 555 


and the reformed Religion to higherhe ts, than formerly ; and 
not as: cling Jeddrt ro-help to ſtorm, y/ and{ impoveriſh the 
Church; to deſireythe Arſenals, and nurſeries of good learni yer 


to pull down the main. pillars both of learning andthe Chriſtian 

rmed Religion 3 which are the ancient Miniftry, and ſucceſſion of 
right] ordained Miniſters. 3 

If thoſe in power and counſel! care notto helpeitherin preſerving, 

or reſtoring the erue Miniſters, and their calling, to their due ho«. 
nour , rights or incouragements-: yarn rather a wat 
of wil, than of power, ( ofwhich the Britiſh world hath had greac 
experience : ) If-they would belp, but cannot ; they muſt nor think 
long to enjoy that power, which ſhall diſcover it ſelf ſo weak, or 
ſo puſilanimoms, as dares not own to be maſter of ſo pious, ſate,and 
juſt purpoſes, as theſeare, to protet honeſtand oodly men ,- in 
ſo holy, ſo uſefall,: and ſo neceſſary an .imployment; as I have 


proved the Miniſtry to be. If theycan, and dare; yet doe nors Efiber 4.31, 


either belp will come another way , by the grateld hand of Ged;- 
whoſe terrours ought to be upon the higheſt mindes and loftieft' 
looks : Orelſe we may fear the Lord hath, in his fierce auger, "decreed 
to powre upon higheſt and loweſi,root and branch in this Nation, the: 
vials of bis foreſt jadgments,and ſevereſt wrath,turning our Sun into bloud, 
and our Moon imtodarkneſſe; removing the preſence of bis glory, the Go» 
ſpell, and the Miniſtry of it from us, and our unhappy ma 
However God (hall pleaſetodeal with his ſervants the true and 
aq yo. Miniſters "mY is Sh ; = Park wry {o far co 
be 0 courage, as they have him for thei » Who bath. overs 1oh, 14. 7, * 
come J_ 3 -who foretold' we ſhould have trouble in the world; but E- 33+ 
hath promiſed, we ſhould bave that peace in him, which the world can- - 
not givener take away; This comfort they have, that their labuurs 
ſhallma be in vain in the Lord: yea and for after times, - they may' be 
aſſured, That this buſh of the true Miniſtry of the Goſpell in its due 
authority, divine ordination, and holy ſucceſſion, (wherein God hath fo 
evidently appeared to his Church ; and co none more clearly than 
to us in thigagez/and in this Church of England, ſhall never be 
conſumed; however it may ſeem to ey on fire: Great tribula- 'z Tim, 3. 13; ' 
d 


tion threatens thoſe, that will live godly in this preſent world, ef; 
cially thoſe, that contratmore of the divels malice on them, 
wading wany,to live well ; which is the work of crue- Mini- 


perſ\ 1 
fters.; whoſe labouys are great; their burdens many 3 their 


ment {mall ; thoſe greatly envyed ; theic enemies encreaſed on * 2 Tim.4.16; 


every fide; their comforters few ; their defenſe lictle or none, unleſſe /** mgmm | 
Ged be on their fade 5 Which he will not fail to be, though all men | _ 
forſake them, as they did St. Paul; And healone is able to bearthem « pruriuarem 
up, amidft the rough encounters of theſe times, with that Chriſtian Dei, Seneca, 

| _Bbbb 2 patience 
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Pathetick t6 true Miniſters. © 
tience, courage and conſtancy, that becomes learned, | 
= men.; who know, whontthey have ſerved; in whom they beoe 
belewved ; and may conclude, there are more with them, then can be a- 
gainſt them ; whoſe upright ſculer, and generous conſciences, are, like 
Eliſhas mountain, full of fiery charets and horſemen ;, that is, devour 
flames of judicious zeal, which have upon themthe barneſſe of wiſe- 
dome ; andare managed with the reins, of Chriſtian meekneſſe 
and diſcretion ; farre from thoſe politich preſumptionr, atid'enormous 
conkdences of ſome Phaetons , who never think they enlighten the 
Church enough, unlefle they ſet Kingdimes and States on 'fire, with 
wild andextravagant furies ; who are far from being the charets 
and horſemen 'of Iſrael; for theſe, though they are fiery, yet they 
are 'orderly ; and are patient of government, though chey excell in 


#0 
gifie. ſuch Miniſters I here crave leave, as Elihudid, to make my 
addreſſe with all humility and charity, as to my reverend Fathers, and 
belved Brethren; You, who have upon you the marks and charatters 
of right Ordination, and true Miniſteriall power; accompanyed with 
competent gifts, ſan&ified learning, devout induſtry, holy zeal, 
unb my avas. and good rweeny ated -_» annie 
menz whoſe grand e is topive of thoſe Miniſterial! 
gifts and endowments, which you were, wb due triall, found to 
have, and to exerciſe that d}vine authority, which you ſolemnly, and 
rightly received;+ro diſcharge that boly duty, which in the Name 
of Chriſt, and by the power of his Spirit, was enjoyned you, in the 
day of your Ordination, by thoſe 5 through whoſe hand the ſac- 
code of that Miniſterial! authority isderived from the Apoſtles : By 


or two; but to caſt intothe Sea of the world, the net of the Go 

at Chriſte werd, to gain ſoules to God, and Diſciples eo ] 

Chriſt; to teach and guide by ſound dofrine, and holy diſcipline 
the flocks committed to you,in your ſeverall places andproportions+ 
Your earthly entertainment is from the munificence and: devotion of 
men ; but. your heavently-ealling and authority to be Miniſters , 18 from 
Chriſt; in: whoſe Name you doeall (as Miniſters) and not in the 
peoples, whom ſome have taught ro grow turn/twous againſt you, and 
imperiow upon you : Neither your work, nor your chiefe reward 
depends upon men ; It is the leaſt of your comfort, of incourage- 
ment, that can from thence be expetted, as nothing of your autho- 
rity is from thence derived. Lere!! not your ſelves by 4 we 
crowehings, and baſe compliance in this high pointof your Miniſterielt 
power: It matters not- much , How you' be levelled; us to your 
maintenance, tor which you chiefly do depend, not upon ertviow men » 
but upon a bounteous God; who will either give you {tberallyt0 en- 


all which, you were qualified anddiſpoſed, not ro-get a Re Go 
$ 


FL Minifters maſt u#t difert their rallidg; 54» 
4 all zhingy, or contetitedly to want themz The withered handy of 2 King. 13, | 
cheſe F which are frecbed one againſt 'you , may ar your ; 

ers be reſtored 'to the ancient fulnefle \ and favour afed toward 
the Prophets of theLord inthis land : If bonds and impriſonment , 
_ _ —— wg mc 4 = world, yer be - -— 
comfort , your preet ea ne before you, and bot 
by word endexaniple- y: his life add death hath -caHed you ovr 
of the world 3 "armed 'yout paint it, 'und' fer you above it; while 
inſolen duft flies in your faces,” and proud wormes fight againſt God 
in you, remember the battail is the Lords. The weapons of Epheſ. 6. 12, 
your warfareare ſpirituz!!, and of greateſt proofe in ſharpeſt af- 
If you' are' to contend with principalitier andpowery, it muſt be, 
not by il lenguage, by railing and Satyrick'inveRives, by ſecret 
plottings, and'praRiſe, bar by the primitive Ammunici6n of Paz 
tience and Prayers ; by holy perfeverance in your Miniſtry 1 ſack | 
as becomes the ſpirit of the Goſpel, in wiſdom, learning, gra- CE 
vity ; between theextreams of fear and flattery 3 with humble fofe 
and charity to all men : It becomes you ( as*Veſpaſian”” ſaid” of Sueton, Velpaſ.. 
Emperours) to dye upright'in your ſpitituall armer andharneffe, intent Vic 1mperace- 
to yourdaty, fighting the good fighr'of fairh,” till yon have finiſh- wu Jenin, ; 
ed your courſe with Joy. / In the midſt of crofſes,, comforts-grow- moe amd. 
beſt, as Liliet among thornes : The clouds of your enemies darts , inter manus 
poyſonous opinions, corrupt doQtrines, fraudulent dealings, ſublevantium. 
ſharp' arrows of bitter ſpeeches, fir trialr of perſecuting menaces, #1. 


your adverſaries cruell mockthgs, an mſuttings; your friends pre- 
varicatings with you, withdrawings hi-yoa » and forſakingr of 
you; all theſe/muft onely (ira2 owp#r) fir up the more to quicker . 
flames of ſtudy, prayer, meditation, devotion, and holy reſolari- 
on, thoſe many gifts and graces, that learning, eloquence, and ſuf- 
ficiericy, which are in you,as Chriſtians, and as Minifters; wherein 
C to ot er ten God Y: yon arenot bFebind paghrd Menifters - 
in the Chriftian world. You are not now roexpett Prebendaries, . 
and” Deaneries, 'and Biſhopricks, as the hanorary rewards and incar- 
ragements of your ſtudies; pains and piety ; This age could not bear. 
your enjoying of them, though you uſed them never ſo well 
It is your part to know, as well to want them as to have them; Honoriduas && 
and in flead of thofe , to prepare for poyerty, conternpt,-and im. 4/v11is carere 
priſonmene; you- may berhen ar your beff, when the evilt world tofſe - of 
thinks you deſerve no better 3 Never ſtudy by any mean waysto ,,, ,,; 1 
merit better of ſecrilegiow ſpirits ; Be fure your treafire de ont of theſs ix. 
mens reach; It is your part to doe well, and worthy of your high 
calling: Leave ic to God, how well you ſhall berewarded here 
and hereafter : Pal, never OREN n (wich grare authority, than 

3 ts: 


_— Conſtancy and patience in Miniſters. | 
AR. 26 29+ in his chainesz, nor. wroxe. with greatereloquence and majeftythen 
Phil, 3. when he ſtyled himſelf, « nf Fw Chir 5 well Going will 

| be reward cuough, and a good conſcience will be goodchear at all 
times. : | 

You cannot but obſerve, that your great enemy thedivell, bath 
commanded, , (as the King of. Syria did ) his. Legions of Heretiohs,, 
Schiſmaticks, Fanaticks, errpucous; , ſuperititious, idley profane, 
licentious, and Atheiſticall ſpirits, (no jointly combate againſt 
the cruth of Chriſtian and retormed Religion )- chatthey, ſhould 
fight neicher againſt ſma#', nor great, | but chiefly. againſt ;the je- 
formed Minifters , and the very Miniſtry ic (elfe of this Church. 
Take heed that theſe ſmite you not, as thoſe did the King of [{rael, 
between the joints of your harneſſe ; between. your conſcience. of dury 
to God, and your civil complyance . for ſafety with men': | between 
your loveof Chriſt, and the love of your: relations; between 
your fear to offend God, and your lothnefſce to diſpleale men ; . 
between your holding your livings,and keeping good conſciences ; 
between your {coking to eternall neceflities,and your ſquinting on tem- 
| rall conveniencies. 

Nevigare _ As Pompey ſaid, when he ſetto Sea in aftorm, againſt the adviſe 
ahem 6m of the timerous Pilot and Mariners ;. ſo 1 to you, Iris not neceſ- 
; ary to live, but it is neceſſary to preach that Goſpell, which hath been 

x Cer.g,16, committed to yourcare : It is not neceſlary to be rich, and ar 
eaſe, and in liberty, and in favour with men but it is neceſla- 

ry to Witneſſe tothe Truth of Ged, amd to that office, | authority and 

divine power of the Miniftry of Chriſt in this Church, againſt a 

crooked and perverſe generation z againſt the errours, pride, falſity, ig- 

norance and hypocrities which arein\ theworld : if Cheiſt 

Matth.19.2>. cals us inthis age to forſake all, and follow him ? Shall we gee away 
Age verogqui ſyrowfull? Truly the world will not treat you much better , when 
arp pr you "wr forſaken mv to quan vl F "ny hoving once drawne 
4 the ou from your conſciencious con A judicious integrity, 
on. j woe 46" T_T, it will the more deſpiſe you,and with the greater 
quenda arts» glory deſtroy you & Miniſters : Our * meat and drinkmuſt be to do 
merare memen- the will of our heavenly Father, as it was the Lord Chciſts, our 
3" up Foe great ſender and firſt ordainer : Better we live upon almes and , 
. 292:4-3+ than thouſands of ſoules be fiarved or poyſon'd , by thoſe bard 
fathers, and terrible ſtep-mothers , who intend to nurſe Religion 
with bloud in ſtead of milk; and feed the Church of Chriſt after 
a new Italian faſhion, commanding ſtones to be for bread, and giving 
it Scorpions in ſtead of fiſhes ; mixvures of, hemlock and Soules» 


bane, with ſome (hews of bearbs of grace, of wholeſome truths, and 
of ſpiricuall gitrs. 


1King. 22 34 


Let the exyows, permrions, ſacrilegiows, and ungratefull world, —_ 
| | [| 


Canflancy and. patienee in Miniſters; 959. 


that you followed” ot Chriſt for the bavei';, Noras Jud, therefore. 
liked to be his Diſciples, becauſe you might beer the bag 3--Let no 
Scribes or Phariſees, Prieſts or Rulers outbid your value of Chriſt, 
or tempt you to berray him, and his holy Miniftry on you; by any. 
offers, unworthy of him, and you. Shew your skill and courage Fioun ffi 
in the ftorm, wherein youare like, (for a time) to be engaged.  Scre 12 nn eſt tam 
ner times made you ow kn ſoles, anda looſer hand; nqw /*"* 07min 
your eyemuſt bemore fixed, and your hand morefrong and ſted= ?;,,1,7 aun 
dy, in ſteering according &0' cart and compeſſe: the Eurochdans or dec. Tobo. © 
violent windes of theſe t times will bring you ſooner to AR: 27. 14. 
your Haven: Hithere6 you have ( for the moſt part) appeared , 
but as other menz (bulie, as other ants, on your molchils) converling 
with the beaits of the prophe, in the valley of: ſecular aimes, and at- . 
faires; now God cals you with Moſes ; 6 the Mount ;,.'and with T5 nv dja%e 
Chriſt to a transfiguration, where you- {ball ſee the meeknefls, and * 711c29wet, 
charity of Moſes, wich the zeal, and conſtancy of Elias appearing with x oe igat 
Chriſt ; in which _ Emblemes your duty , your honour, and 7, —_ 
your comfort will be evident z when you come to be flon:d with mY ry 
St. Stephen, the form of your countenance will be changed, and you will Maud. 17.3, 
then moſt fully ſee Chriſt, and moſtclearly. beſcen of men, as 
the Angels of God. Nothing hath loſt and undone many of ws Mj- A&- 6 17. 
niſters ſo much, as our too great fear of loſſes and of being un- ©-7-56: 
done; our too great deſires to ſave our ſelver by complying with 
all variations, even in Religion; nothing will faveus ſo certainly,as 
our willingneſle to loſe our lives, and livelihoods for Chriſt ake; 
and this, not.now for one: great truth, which is worth 1000 lives ; 
but for the pillar and groundot all truths; the office and very Inſli- 
tation of the trae Miniſtry, whoſe work is. to hold forth, and publiſh 
the ig of the Goſpellro the worldin al ages, by a right and perpe- 
tuall [ſu [8 k 4 

Deſpat not of Gods love to you :. as Philo faidto his country- py Comfort. 
men ews at Alexandria, when: he returned. from the Emper- iro fdet; ma- 


our highly incenſed againſt them © Be of prod courage; it is a g gis meer ipſa 
Omen, that God will doe ws good, finice. hy os hay fo much, $oy flagella fiden- 
nv : Poſlibly you may (as St. P be ſtoned, caſt our, and left for dum. Ber, Ep. 


dead, yet revive again; as is foretold of the witneſſes.” It may be A Mif2a. 


your litter end ſhall be better, a8 Jobs, than- your begiming; The cop, ,. 
experience of the ſad cfleAs,which attend ſacrilegigne cruticies againſt * AR, 14.19, 
the true Minifters, and the want of ſach in every place,may in time * Rev, 114 11-- 
. provoke this Nation by a ſenſe of its own, and of Godshonous, 

to more noble, and conftane a1unificence, which is not ſo much 

a liberality as an equity to able and faithfull Minifterr; It maybe 

this Church, which hath ſo much forgot the bleſſedneſſe- ſhee ſake Gal, 4445. 
of: in-having learned, able,. and rightly ordained, and well 80. 

| ver , 
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' have cauſe to envy, when 


' + - Minifitrowitynat defyalr; 


verned Minifters , which-frems to have forſaken ber: fift love and 


honour to the Clergy,/ when Religion'was '(as inall' cimes; 
ferved ; (o in theſe laſt) reformed, and vindicated by- che era 
and 


writings, lives, and ſufferings of thoſe excellent Bi 
Presbyters, who were heretotore juſtly-dear and honoured to this 
Nation, ſo as no worthy. mindeenvyed: or: repined atthe honors 
and eſtates they enjoyed : Pothbly. ic. may remember from whence 
ic is faln, and repent, anddoe its firff-warks: which were-with 
picty, order, charity, true zeal, and liberality, withour grudyi 
or murmuring againſt the honour or maintenance; much le 
the office, and fun&ion of the Evangelicall Miniſters; whoſe pious 
wiſdome caſting off onely the - additaments, and--ſaperſtitious 
rags of mans invention, yet retzined wh all. reverence and au- 
thority, the eſſential inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt 5 The diſguiſed dreſs 
and attire, had no way deſtroyed the being and right facoefſian ofholy 
things : but only deformed it roa faſhion, ſomething different from 
their primitive majeſty, beauty and fimplicity; by putting on, what 
was ſuperfluous rather, than pernicious. 

Burt, if there ſhauld not be in our dayes ſo juſtand noble recan« 
ttims,from this Church-and Nation : yet,as Miniſters of Chriſt it's 
fit for us to deſerve it; weare tedwend but co the primitive poſture 
ofthofe holy Biſhops and Presbyters, who more ſought'to gain men 
to Chriſt, than honour and maintenance to themſelves ; Better we 
ceaſe to be men, than ceaſe to be Chrifts Biſhops and Minifters 5- we 
muſt do our duties,till wedy ; (having any opportunities);though 
we have no incouragements trom men z our /ean, waſted, and famiſhed 
carkaſſes ( fachas St. Chryſoſtome ſaith the Apoſtle Paul" carryed a+ 
bout the world, fo much ſubdued by himſe] and negletied, as if he 
had not been battered, and perſecuted enough by others) thoſewill 
ſerve to be Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and lively ſtones or pillars to 
the reformed Church of Chriſt, as well as if they had th fan; 
of Monker, and nd 5-09 err, whoſe fulneſſe you will -leiie - 

the pious induſtry of your povetty ſhall 
exceed the lex diſſe, and ule ogneſe of many of them amd 
their plency ; (which no true reformed Chriſtian grutiges them, - 
when they imploy in induftry, humility, mortification, devoti- 
on and holy contemplation, as fome of them doez and 
ſhew, that plenty is no enemy to piety in them; ) Lit us ſhew; that 
neither is poverty an enery to vertue in” us: Though the: Romar 
Clergy —_— our penury ; letnot us repine at fuperfluity, 
but w 


3 


them truth and holinefſe, as ample, as their revenues 
Above all, take heed, you doe not gratifie them, or any others,of 


meaner ſpirits, with any deſertion or. of your boly — 
and Miniſtry, either in worderindend Tak 2, a ſu 
c h Tio 


Sympathetick to godly Biſhops and Miniſters, oc; 
riow Miniſtry, of novell and tretBhos ' nor giving over 
hn exerciſe ofthat, which you have received nana | 
an holy and righe ſucceſſion ; your religious conſtancy in it will be. 
che higheſt yindication of it, to be of 'no mean. and cravenly kinde ;, 
which preacheth more out of duty and conſcience to God, than, | 
from ſecular rewards from them. 

Many of your affliftions, have been, till are, and are like to be as 
great, ſo of long continuance : Such, as to which God (no doubt ) 
bath proportioned his gifts and graces in you , that ſo by this 
great honorary of ſuffering, as becomes you, both God may be'glo- -- 
rified further in you 3 and you may be more ſenſibly comforted, and 
—_— crowned, by hin 3. your loſſes will turn to your greateſt gains ; 
and your deſertions as from men, to your happieſt fruitions of God. 
The higheſt and ſpring tides of grace uſually follow the loweſt. | 
ebbes of eſtate, Then are -holy men at their beſtand moſt, when A 
they ſcem leaſt and nothing to man; as thoſe ſtars whoſe gbſcuri- 4 
ty is recompenſed . with their vicinity to heaven. Your reſtraints 
will be your eulargements; and your filencings , will proclaime the 
worlds folly , and unhappinelfe, to deprive it felf of your excellent. 
gifts; and alſo ſet forth your humility, who. know how to be 
ſilent with meekneſſe and paticuce no leſle than to peak with wiſe» 
dome and eloquence. 

I ſhauld not need, nor would preſume here, to make any pars 
ticular addreſle ro. thoſe -reverened Biſhops, learned and godly. 
fathers as yet ſurviving andalmoſt forgotten in this Church 4 (whole. 
worth I highly venerate 3 towards whoſe dignity, I never was, nor. + 
am either an enviow diminiſher, or an ambitious aſpirer: whoſe ; 
eminency every way hath made good that abſtraft and cheratter, which 
I formerly gave, of a true Chriſtian Biſbop ) ifI did not obſerve, how 
lictle they are-forthe moſt part conſidered by any ordinary minds, 
who generally admire the ornaments more; eps 
of vertze; Vulgar ſpirits ſeldome ſalute any Deity, whoſe ſhrines 
and Temples are ruined: Few men have that gallantry of minde 
which M: Petronius expreſſed to Fulins Ceſar, when he led-Cato to 
priſon, whom be with other Senators followed, out of the Senace, 
telling | him :,; He had rather be with Cato's aertxein gpriſon, thang 
with Cefers violence ina palace : The. worlds vanity is prone #0 *M*="Kew- 
Ne bouſant perth ecernalſy by their poſes farceſer, few =" nach 
whereas thouſ:; i ly by their pro ceſſes, few *,.o.o 2,2 
by their ao dog: The ankvy od aan es 3. 
diſpenſation and love are far. different from plebeian cenſures. and au. Xipbilins 
flatteries : God ſuffers. his Peters to be winnowed, and his Pawls to in Fomycia. 
be buffered.: yea he grindes in the ſharpeſt mils, (as ie Ms 
defired)) the corn he moſt efteemesz caſting bis gold into the hotreſt 
; CEtcc farnaces 


L 


$65  Sywpatbetick 16 the godly Biſhops and 
Abſit ut hoe &'- farnaces, to make it at once more pure in it ſelf, andmore precious 
exmento 10ligi- tg himſelf: It is neceflary (as * Plato.faith) for the divineſt minds to be 
| os | wenry _ abſtratied from,and elevated above, and even dead unto the beſt 
——_ 4;- of things mundane and ſenfible; although good, lawful and has. 
mW plus ener; dable; —_ Fang than nw rels fr are to be accounted, by 
gal.1. 1, Gu>. Apoſtolick and Epiſcopall piety, but * as hfſe and in compariſon of 
ge Af. Fe Chriſt, which honour and treaſure of fon Fob no Ty 
* pjato in malice, fury or force can deprive you of. 
Pheds. Bids 5 AG , 
x7 m1vTy; dpicdras TE ewuanc, x) eh; me 1h mereapdw, *Phil.z, $ 


This (no doubt) makes it ſeem not a ſtrange thing eo you, that the 

Lord hath thus dealt even with you ; who have ſuffered the hfſe of 
all things, as to thoſe publique, legall and temporary of 
your ſtudies, learning and labourers : while yet you were uncon- 
demned for auy fin, that ever I have heard of, committed either 
againſt the laws of God or man : only upon this account, becauſe 
you were Biſhops or chief Prefidents in the order , government and 

* Seethe judg- care of this reformed Church z * according to the preſent Laws then. 


ment of Biſhop jn force, and agreeable (for the main) eo the praQiſe of all pious: 
Comper ng Antiquity. 1 neednor put your leerned piety in minde of that wice 
boiy Biſhop :n from beaven, which was audible to bleſſed Polycarp (a primitive Bi- 
Scotland: in bis ſhop and Martyr at Smyrna) when he was haled at 
life written by years old to execution, (the tumultuous rable crying after him, 
dimſelf. dips The «Sine, &c. Away with-theſe wicked ones, &c.) But theee-. 
* Euſeb.1.4 leftiall eccho was (hys 9 «v)ife Nour) O Polycarp be of good 
bift.c. 14% courage,and quit thy ſelf likea valiant man, a faithfull Chriftian, 
and worthy Biſhop of the Church. None merit moreto be pre- 
ſerved ( many times) than they, whom vulgarfury and faftion. 
ſceks to crucifie and deftroy : Nor: are any leſſ& meriting than 
thoſe, whoareby ſuch Iolaters commonly adored. I well 
know, that there needs reater incitations to conftancy in ver- 
tue, Or patience in afflitions(eſpecially if for no evill doing) than 
thoſe, which innocency. ſuggeſts to good conſciences z by which 
the grace of God hath (nodoubt) enabled many of  teokr' 


thoſe 
(4564) preatagonics and vitories of faith, which you as: Jul 
ſuſtained in, and obtained over, the workd, by your ob 
to fuch as obſerve it,admired patience; Enduring at once even from 
thoſe of whom you haddeſerved, either as Brethren or Fathers, 
better things, ſo great contradilions , and ſo many diminutionss as 
_ _ to have been deſpiſed, = andby fome 1melio 
uſed in your perfons, (venerable for age, learn and gravity }- 
bur alſo to be quite defied from char | Klee nd veel oe 
from the enjoyment of thoſe ancientplaces, to which bock high 

honour 


Miniſters in thetr ſafferiat:; 

banours and ample revenews were antiently annexed; wherewith your 
ſelves were jaitly inveſted, and which your pr 7 praceably in 
joyed mary of years | rug this Church and Nation: Hiteih 

you have excelled moſt of the ancient Biſhopsz who, alth 
and commendable ſufferers, as ER yet {el- 
from thoſe, who were of the ſame faith orrhodox proe 
ſellion ; Gregory Naz. indeed was ſtored and. reviled wheri he came 
to Conſtantinople; and rejeayced to be ſo entertained, betaiiſe they 

Fike 


were of the Arian fattion ; enernies of Chriſts glory and 

which is the Churches greateſt glory and comfort: In like fort 
divers godly and Orthodox Bilko ps were moleſted, baniſhed, ith« 
priſoned and deſtroyed by prevelent Hereticks and $ 7 


ever ſet up Biſhops of their own leaven and fation: For 
owever men dared much againſt fevcrall cruthsand fundarientall 
doQrines of Chriſtianity ; yet never till of later times did they 
riſe to the boldneſſe of denying and deſtroying the evidetic Ca- 


tholick cuſtome of the Churches government i as chief 
diſpurable;z yet this was ſo clear by univerſallpraftiſe and conſent, 


that noneever gainſayed it, chat were of any repute for learn 

or piety aonceba ancients. Your ſufferings are the more = 
and remarkable in this; - that they are from thoſe, who ſo- 
 lemnl to maintain the Proteſtantreformed Religion, as it was 
eftabliſhed in the Church of England; in the extern order and 

of which, you then were, and had at all times been, pillars 
and ornaments. 

In ' this fo 


Shearers, not opening your mouths, yea 


peace , content fo far to gratifie your exemier, and difpleaſe 
Pons Chat, as tn dey things © has four wfiwn.L, tt” a 
GEtEDd rights 
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Sympathetick to godly Biſhops and 
rights and preheminences you had, acco to the Laws and 
ancient cuſtomes of this Church and State z hoping to have 
drawn others from their exorbitancies, toſuch a- peaceable tempera- 

' ment, as might have been happy tor usall. YL 
Nor is it unobſerved by wiſe men, how great a juſtification the 
providence of God hath ſoon given even to your orderand office, 
(which ſome Miniſters were ſo impatient not-to root out -} not 
onely by the preſervation of it, and by ic a conſtant Miniftry'and 
holy orderin his Church every where for 1600 years, but alfo by 
that notable-confutation and ſpeedy defeat given to the vaſt hopes 
and violent projets of thoſe (tor other mens counſels and reſults 
up6n a ſecular account I neither examine nor cenſure) Miniſters, 
who being of your own tribe, were your ſharpeſt rivals in a Pres- 
byterian exceſſe : who have now as little cauſe-to rejoice, in the 
lo much endeavoured extirpation not of any Tyrannique, and Pa- 
pall, bur of all Prefidentiall or Paternall Epiſcopacy ; that they have 
great cauſe to repent, and be aſhamed of thoſe immoderate coun- 
ſels and precipitanta&ions, which knew not how to diſtinguiſh 
between the failings of perſons, and the benefic of order; between 
the reAitude of a Canon, or rule,.and the crookednefle of de- 
praved manners; which are incident to all ſorts and-degrees of 
men whatſoever, and to Presbyters no lefle than ro Biſhops: So 
that in ſuch ſeverities, which ruined at adear and da us rate, 
what they might have repaired ſafely and cafily , Rey Dios 
themſelves neither good C— _ _ rater neither 
very pious, norgreatly politick ; For, by ſnufting Epiſcopacy too 
cloſe, they a. as extinguiſhed Presbytery; and occafioned 
this 74ine, threatning the order, honour, tenance, and ſacceſl- 
on of the whole funJion, and calling of the Evangelical Minifiry; 
Their zeal notto leave an boof in Egypt (as ſome violent ſpirits pre- 
tended) is probable to bring us back againto Epypt ; yor ſo loſe us in 
the wilderneſſe of Sin, as few heads in after ages ſhall enter into Canaan : 
No _—_—_ it the branches —_— when _ root is waſted. lt 
is comely in your piety and gravity , that you have not rejoiced in 
theſe 1o Tudden g d fc fruſtrations of their ſobitter and 
implacable adverſarier; whofe tongues (it ſeems.) dividing , their 
building ceaſed and ſoon decayed : But rather you pitie theſe 
confuſions incidentto poor. mortals; who ſo oft bruiſe themſelves 
very ſorely, by the fall and ruines-which they maliciouſly, or 
anadviſedly. bring upon others : as thoſe violenter Presbyters bave 
done even upon Presbytery it ſelf, who in itsdue place and decent 
. ſubordination is alſo an ancient, honorableand Catholick order 
of the Church of Chriſt, by their haſty demoliſhing of all-moderate 
Epiſcopacy, where one Migiſter is preferred before another; er 
, able 


Minifters tn thelr ſufferings. 

able toche eminency of his gifts and 3 the priority of his 
age 3: the rules of alb righe . Ames a nfparÞ ng Ae 
government in any ſociety ofmen 3 The gobdly height and orderly 
ſtrengch of which Prelacy was, not onely as the root for right de- 
rivation and ſucceſſion, but alſo as the ſhelter, ſtay and prote&ion 
(betides agreat beauty and ornament) to the whole Minifty, of ' this 
and all Churches, - yea and to the reformed Religion here as eſta- 
blithed ; as noc with lefſe piery , fo (without boaſting) with as 
much (if not notmore) prudemerand muderation, as to- the externe 
policy of it, as in any Church under heaven : The want of that 
great ,venefit and thoſe many bleſſings, which the Churches of Chriſt, 
both in primitive and poſterntimes, have enjoyed, by the learn- 
ing, wiſdome, authority, care, circcamſpettion, andgood example of ex+ 
cellent Biſhops (whom no men will want more, than the com- 
monaky of Presbyters ) may in time (according to the uſuall 
methods of humane folly, and paſſin, late and coſtly repentings) make . 
men the more eſteeme them, and defire their juſt reſtauration; The Servi/. de 
ancient Perfians are reported, when their King dyed, to have al- 4irand. 
lowed five dayes interregnum ; during which time every man might 

doe what ſeemed good in his own eyes; That ſoby the experi- 

ence of thoſe five dayes rudeneſſe, riot, injuries and confutions ; 

wherein rich and poore ſuffered, they might learn more to value 

the neceſlicy and benefit of lawtull, orderly and ſetled government 3 WP 
Want doth oft reconcile mento thoſe things, which long uſe hath Carendo meg 
made nauſeous, and fo offentive to them : when wanton novelty hath 7," ral firs 
glutted and defiled ir ſelf with its ne waters z poſlibly it may jms. . 
grow ſo wiſe, by an after wit, as (athamed of it ſelte) to returne 

co the ut nag ok and purer fountaines z where was'both farre 

more clearnefſe , and far whotkeomer refreſhings. Your chariry 

forgiving and pitying your enemics, and your humility digeſt- LEN 

ing your injuries. and indignities offered you by any men, will 

Inveſt you in» more, than all you ever enjoyed or loft, as to reall.. 

. comfort and gracious contentment; By how much you now have. 

leſſe to: be envyed of ſecular ſplendor, the- more- you will be now ,;.. + 
and. in _ apes admired fur deans oo kar neg (4-160 

in every. eftate; Primitive' poverty of Bithops will but polin a * 7 
luſtre, tro your Primitive piety; Humane diſgraces poſe the Ge * agAYv 79 jul 
and whetftones of divine. graces. The higheſt honour 'as+ of 4a» 72847, 

-all. good Chriſtians, | ſo chiefly of godly Biſhops and Miniſters, is þ #9 na 70 
not onely co. * pregch/ and rule; but to ſuffer alfo as becomes abe IV 


eminency- of their places andgracesz Gbriſt is (for the moſt parr) 1.77... 
on. the. ſuffering ſide z and ofrner to be found, not onely in.the Eyſuc 2:7 
Temple, but in- the furnace and: wi Iderneſle, than in Cams and — 


l + : * 
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$66 'Sympatbetink to godly Bijbops: 

T may not (I hope I cannot.) flatter anyof you, ſo, xz t> 
tempt you to boaſt of your Imwengy to gloty in merits, or 
your croſſes before God ; | His exetinefſe findes in the pureſt. 
veſſels, and defefts in the weightieſt ſbekets of organs carr, 
the moſt innocent and meritorious perſons ( as to men)ſo mach of 
ſinful infirmity in themſelves, as may both jultifie Gods infliflings , 
and provoke the afflifted to trye repentings; cither for ay * 
to which they might be tranſported, as men,z or defedt;, whereto 
they might be ſubje&,as Bilhbops and chief Miniſters iothe Church 
of Chriſt ; whoſe holy induftry and pious vigilancy before God ought 
ro be proportioned to thoſe eminenciesr, which they enjoyed above 
others in theeye of the world; All that] aimat, in this Pare» 
graph, is by this touch of Chriſtian ſympathy , to expreffe a ſeriſe 
of duty, Pr honour andlove, which I owe to God, and 
for his ſake to your Paternity : Allo to deprecate any offence, which 
I either really have, or may ſeem to have given any of you z To 
whoſe hands chiefly I owe, what | count my greateſt honour , 

| being duelyordained to be a Miniſter of the glorious Goſpell of Jeſus 
Chriſt in this Church of England. 

You are till your ſelves, and notto be leſſened by any mu- 

tations of men or times, while you poſſeſſe your learned and 


Adcaieiiz pgracious ſoules in patience. Your ſufficiency hath loſt nothing 


mn vie cun 


eeuto avelli- while you enjoy God and your Saviour in faith and love; your 
"r. Ter, friends in charity z your enemies in pity z your honours in knowing 


| 2. advexcf, how to be * abaſd; and your Eſtates in knowing how to want, 
Marc. as well as toabiund. You have by experience found the > 
* Phil.4. 77». prone and eminency to be,as* Gregory Nazienzen and Niſſen call it, a 
: — ſublimity tuller of envy and danger, than of glory and diprity; A 
fk. | Naz. \@readfull Precipice, hard in the ſcent, laborious in the ſtation ,. 
G2prior Jv7E a.” bazardows in the deſcent ; of which Chryſaſtome expreſieth ſo great an 
«x72 hy 735 borrour, that he thinkes, few men fit for it, and few ſaved under it; 
r1po ns Pro the charge is ſo great, the care ſoexaft, and the acrown ſo rift. 
——DP% iſ. + Nor doth he think it ( =eymole, 45 me v dypwarie) a 
* chnſ».ina&, Minency ſo much, as peinerz rather aburthen and oppreſſion,than any 
bom. 3. benour or exalfation : And indeed to great and excellent minder , 
there was nothing in your former bright and ſplendor, truly wor- 
thy of your ambition or others emulation, ſave onely the larger op- 
pp they afforded you, not of being better in your ſelves, 
ut of doing more good to others. Of which coveniencier beiti 
ot. er as you —_— —_— for to God 
t revenge YOu Can take © | 
under fo profuſe affliction, by your prayers Sr hb unjuſt 
and wplaceble enemies, by your conſtancy in Eudious induftry and - 
boly gravity, to letthe world ſee, how impoſſible it is, for'trtte 
| | * RE Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Biſhops, not to be doing, or __— (while they Hive 

to a7 men ;andeven to thoſe Toi whom they have ſuffer _—_ 

evill without a cauſe. | 

Your experienced piety knows better, how to af, than I can 

write ; as to true contentment in the world, cwontenpt of the world, 

triumphbing over the world, and expeJations above the world; your 
ſtorms and diftreſſes, though (derwmani and vaſt,cannot be Jong; 
And to be fare will never be beyo ur Pilots skill, who 
looks on you as ſufferers; it not for the fandamentall ſaving Truths, 
yet for the comely order and ancient * rang of his Church ; 
Many of you are already in proſpe of that fair and happy baven 
of eternal] tranquillity : To which ] beſeech our God, and: Lord 
Jef Chriſt , the chief Bifhop of his Church, ſafely to conduft you 

y the wiſdome and power of his Spirit : As for your fg lict- 
tude and Chriftian care of this Church and poſterity, God will 7e- 
lieve you, by aſſuring you, that he hath ſo vigilant and tender care, 
as will cauſe all to work together for good; Nor ſhall the inſolency 
of enemieggforain or domeſtick,who are pleaſed wittiyour difgraces, 
and enriched with your ſpoiles,alwayes triumph in the ruines of che 
Biſhops, Miniſters, and this Church legs, 015m Since then nothing 
is moreappofite than the words of one of your own degree and or- 
der, Gregory Naztanzen (famous for his piety and learning,zeal and 
patience) Icrave leave with all priftize refpeHs to preſent you with. 
that elegant and conſolatory exprefſion, which he ufeth to ſome', , .. . 
godly Biſhops whom the Arianfury had dethroned from their ſeats. qo, pt 
Such of you (faith he) as are thruft from your Epiſcopall Chaires 2lrwr mueg- 
here-on earth, yetare not forſaken of Gid: You ſhall enjoy ſurer. x«proxrms, 


ſeates in the beavenly Cathedrall, which is infinitely more high and ©» #£»0v 
happy : No good: and wife man but prefers boly obſcuri Nig nt I” 
jury. A minde exerciſed with fuch gracious Literature 28 54,6, io, 


yours, will know better how to enjoy its ewn wiſdeme, and others ;.1naynye y 
follier; its own ſufferings, and other indignities z than vain men can doparigrpe- 
their ſeeming and proſperity : wiſe and holy men fe par { va and” Nex, orat. 33. 
wholeſorne- nouri out of dinners of ſogre beers; while others rum, 
to poiſon and their ſtated Oxen. £1 "ts = "e. eſt gloria bene 

| tolepita paupere 


be5g quans megne oper innocenter payte > medefle bibite. Tacit, An. l, 4, 


F beſeecti you therefore. Reverend fathers and brethren by the mer- 
cies of God, by the bowels of Chriſt, by your zeal for thetruth,, 
by your, love of this reformed Ch and your Country z' by 
your former experiences of your proſpered labours; by your- 
Chriſtian viories of the many enemies over. your order, p n 
andcalling,who bave hitherto only ſcolded, and railed ar you, and: 

es put: 


—M. 


Si pertiaacia 18 
erFure ran as 
habct wiits, 
quantas in vt 
Lona hagerc dt- 
ber waſtantia. 
Auſt. Ep.157. 


Encouragement t6 true Miniſterts - | 

& rude affronts upon you , but neither lawſully bagke 
or of the weapons E deer Scripture, or Reaſon: I _— 
by the care and charity you have to your neighbours {ouls; by | 
the neceſſity which lies 07 you to preach the Goſpel, and adminiſter 
holy things; by the wee which bangs over you, if you doe not, 
or draw back ; by the compaſſion and tendernefſe you have to po- 
ſterity,that the reformed Religion may not be aboliſhed,and all ſu- 
perſticious vanities, with fanatick profaneneſle and contuſions, pre- 
vaile in.theſe ſometime fortuuate Iſlands; | 

I conjure you by yourpatience and perſeverance hitherto unde 
many trials, both in war and peace ; (which may be to you the 
ſharpeſt woe] oe the peace and-joy you have had in the holy Ghoſt, 
and in well doing, and comely ſuffering; by your hapes of 
heayen, and the glory, which ſhall be revealed in you; by 
the coming again of Chriſt your Maſter and ſender ; by the Talents 
you have received; by the accounts you are to give; by the 
Crown you may expe; by allthe thoughts of honor, vertue, 
grace, glory, immortality, «cternicy, which your precious ſoules 
aud raiſed mindes are capable of; by all that is dear to you, and 
worthy of you as men, as Chriſtians and as Minifters : by the ob- 
ſtinate pertinacy of your enemies in their-malice againſt you : 
Never deſert your ſtation as Miniſters of the Church of England ; 
to quit and torſake your ſtanding, as ſome have done, is to 


ſacrifice your underſtanding to vulger folly and ſenſelefle. im- 


portunities; caſt not away your holy profeſſion; betray not that 
due and_ divine authority you have by your holy ordination in this 


Church ; wipe not off with your owne or the peoples unwaſhcd 


hands that ſacrel unfiom, which is upon you, by your be 


duly Tronſecrated, through the gifts, order, power, authority - 
oolnement of the Spirit of Chriſt , to the office and __ of 

> 6 Miniſtry : Divert not your ſtudies co any other more gaine+ 

full, ſafe, planſible, and honoured profeſſion among men ; whoſe 


diſhonour it isto think any thing more worthy of their honour 
as it is the honour of Miniſters, to ſuffer Simons avon that 


account, becauſe they are Chriſts ; whoſe wayes lefſe agree- 
able, no wonder it Bis meſlage, and 52 2s beletk acc vtable 
to the world; Let not the jf fleeces on any Wolves backs y ao 
you ; as if you might well ſpare your labours, when there are 
ſo many ſportaneous Preachers : Be ſure you out-live them in all wayes 
oftrucholineſſe ; you can ealily (as you do) farout-pregch them and 
out-pray them, both for.cruth,method, j t,and Oratory: It is 


neither their learning, nor theic.conſcience, nor their eloque 


you have to contend with , -but their ignorance, h 


and 
inſdlence: when theſe clouds ſhall thunder and lighten ; when 
the 


True Miniſters is their ſufferings ndt inelorieth, $69 

they ſhall reſolve into * oper: violence, and oppreſſion, (which is the * Eres ju in 
Jaſt reſult of errour, if ic attain to power) yet * ſear not theſe, that viribus com pu» 
can plunder, ſequeſter, y_ baniſh and &U you ; you' have rare ſole, ae 
learned little in Chrifts ſchoole, if theſe be fill aterror to you; =p ,. | 
* Cannot you be content to be ſuch poore, deſpiſed and perſecuted Tr Of 


arebeggers ; as ſome haye beenfo 
aſhamed and afraid to be ſuch, as the Apoſtles were, * who forſook /**rats pizr vi- 
all and followed Chriſt in this work of the Miniftry ; Such, as were i*ws et 


are now, or lately have been,orare likely-tobe in all the reformed ,,,;....__. F 
* bic gaudere ve” 
their lis cum [eculo, 
introſpitable Iſlands and deſerts, from their woods, caves, and fde- & poftea r:4-, 
ſolace cottages, from their priſons, racks 'and dungeons , they ito. _ __ 
cameforth with the marks of the Lord Feſts on many off them , oo Jn P 
ſome * with an eye pulled out, others with an hand lopped off 
with maimed legs, with ſhrunk finews, :with fligmatized forcheads, * 7? *41e7po7e 
and with knees made horney by continuall prayer, for thoſe that EE 
had ſo perſecuted and miſuſed them. 3 animuny exp:dlj= 
at conflant bus | 
exemplis, Thraſ, moriens ap, Tacit. * *AmiFewa3s bs id\ls Jiiuar gar x7! Taunv 
wr qo ta Theod. b1ft. de Syn. Nice, * Paphnwii effoſſum oculum ſape bs et Conſt, 04, 


O gloriow fpeftacle ! O venerable Councell ! O truely Chriſtian Symod, 
and ſacred Aſſembly z- not of Presbyters, ſcorning and excirpating their 
Biſhops ; but of Reverend Biſhops and humble Presbyters; all of 
them in their due order and holy ſubordination , renowned for 
their conſtancy in perſecution , and ſo moſt worthy to be Mini- 
ſters of the myſteries of Jeſus Chriſt! Shall we now be aſhamed 
(as amore ſoft and delicate generation) of their ſcars and maims ? 
Have we ſo; ftriven for the right and left hand in Chrifis Kingdome of 
Church Government, as to forget to drink of Chriſts cup , - and co 
abhor tobe baptized with bis baptiſm, which was not of water only, Math, 20,25; 
buc of bloud ? Are we aſhamed of Chriſts wounds, and thorns, and 
reeds; or of Saint Pauls chains; or Saint Peters priſon ; or Jgnatias his 'Zuſeb./c4.c. v5, 
beaſts ; or Polycarps tormentsz from whoſe body inthe a 
ſweet odour diſperſed to the ſpeftators ? Doe we abhorWlive, 
as Cyprian did,” firſt baniſhed, then martyred? 'Or as great Atha- 
neſius , . ſixe years in'a well without the light of the Sun, forſaken 
of friends and _ where hunted by enemies? Or as Chryſoftorte, 'Ruffinl.1.Fe- 


whoſe cloquentand learned courage exempted -himmnor from much c:/.hi.c.24. | 
Dddd trouble 
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Mares ad troubleand: baniſhment, where he dyed? You will wane com. 


Czli janxam forts, if you want trials and affiitions: Saint ob had his glorious 
ng #1 ava revelation in his exile; Thoſe will be but probations, and in. 
de & creaſes of your gracesand gifts roo, which may be ruſty with 
cataſtis ſealas much eaſe; and warped by the various turnings , wherewith man 


ſibi fecerunt. Miniſters think to ſhift off perſecution, and to grinde with try 
Saly, 1.3, Gub. yginde. 


* Theodor jue F-097% 
wuenis triftion. ab equules depoſits, ines craciatus cantabat, Ruſkin, biſt, I, r, c. 30+ 


o 
o 


If you be indeed.conſcious to your ſelves of any fraud and 
of any ſiniſter and unfincere way , by which your predeceffours, 
and youafter them, haveeither attained or maintained your Mij- 
ſiry, and funQion in this Church ; if you know any thing wmee-' 
ſonable, unſeripturell, uncomely, immorell, irreligious, or ſuperſtitions, in 
the way orwork; in the means, manner, or cnd of your Miniftry; 
if you are guilty of any thing different from, or contrary to 
uf and way of Chrift, his Churches good,bis Fathers glory ; dan- 
gerous to your own, or others mens foules; In Gods name, re- 
pent of your ſin betimes , recant your learned folly , renounce- 
your ancient ſtandingz Doe this (as moſt worthy of you) hear- 
tily, ingenuouſly, publiquely, that by the foyle of your ſhame, 
the luſtre of Gods glory may be more ſet off. Gratifie at length, 
(not now your enemies, but your friends, becauſe your Moni- 
tors and reformers) the Papiſts, Socintans, Separatifts, Brownifts, 
Anabaprtiſts, &c. with what they have ſo long and fo earneſtly 
defired, to ſuchan impatience, as you ſce now threatens to cudge!! 
you to a recantation of your Miniſtry, if you will notdae it 
fair meanes and plauſible allurements: O how joyfull and 
come news will it beat homeandabroad, to hear, that you, as 
Miniſters of the Church of England, have not onely helped to pus 
down Biſhops, and aboliſh Epiſcopacy 3 but you ave, (ro pork 
your repentance, and to cumulate the courteſie) your 
Office, renounced your ſtanding, abdicated your calling, proftra- 
ted your Miniſtry atthe feet of any, that liſt to kick. at it; or tread- 
Calcaze meſs ypon it; anduponyou too; as Ecebeliars ; as unſavoryſalt, tharts- 
emp ann. ood for-nuthing » unleſle it be new boyled in an I Ganldron, 
by over a Socinian Furnace , with a popular fire ! O haſten to remove 
your ſelves from that rock of ages, the Catholick ordination 'and* 
ſucceliy, on which the Church and Miniſtry bath ſo long: ſtood? 
in. all places, as a City on a hill, both in peace and perſecutions * 
and levell your ſelves to thoſe ſroather quick ſands ,, which would* 
fain levell you to themſelves. 


You. will never. beable to ſuticr what threatens you as Minifters- 
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of "os old ſtanding m_ way, with eLbuet po comfort ; 
where your conftancy 3 as1t Is, unleſle you have ſo- 
lid grounds, found Aru yore hearts; if you have Ts [cruples, 
or thornes in your feet, your motions maſt necds be paintull, 
tedious and uncomely. When you are cnverted, help to redeem 
us; (the remnant of dart or re ſeduced brethren ) er 4y Our errors 
and niftaker ; from our of ignarance, our chaines of dark- 
nefſe; from our Catholick caftomes; from our Eccletiaſticall 
Canons; from our kiſtoricall teſtimonies; from that holy ſuc- 
ceſſion, that ApoſtoJicall praiſe, that Scripture foundation, that 
eros. all which we fancy our ſelyes both ſolidly 
built and ſtron rted; And this we have done in the _—_ 
Ls & oy als, weand our Forefathers for many ge- 
"Fince the laft reformed century ; but: for a 
= $ndhatf a onſand yeares re, even ever fince the 
Chriſtian Religion hath _ red, propagated, and con« 
tinued, by ſach conſecrated Biſhops, and ſuch ordained Miniſters . 
in al! the world: 
If yaw have found norktting of God | Hob inet with your Mini= 
ſtry, either im your own , or ples hearts, or your 
ors labours; if you are ju fy on riſatisfied in that ©, 
nation,and facceſſion,by which nor only the Miniſterial authority but 
all Chriftian priviledges and rites have been derived to. you in this 
pg ; if you never found it confirmed to you by Gods bleſſing, 
our owne, or others Miniftry in your way; if you doe in- 
finde a briphter ths a warmer heat, and a. weeter eng 6 
from rhoſe new Parelii, which of latchave appeared in our KF » » Parelii arethe 
as rivals in brightmeffe to our old Sun, = number prypaogs, 
yez nowthreatning to ec ſc wel and utter! Toe pell it our of its Mock-funnes 
ancientorh ant f| you really LH at you ſri en MON! cime appear 
rhe meg ak evil ofchioſe ſeentingly a6 FEPMENY, ly. ex- with the true 
able, of Cn 4s pry they had hither-. Sun; as'there © 


s ſeeming or 


ever {OTE ; evil, that come did two _ in 
ers if Job ful " have ap r uh ry ht on england —_— 
and deſpiſe all choſe Chri rebur' Ker on, full of or-.! ” tn _ 


der, humilitie and bofinefſehath been the crown. and glory of this va; bxcow 
Oirck,. and the Miniftrte” oo as if city had: been Ns fake aules , eptuede, £ 
whom Miniſters” fnoath tanguer Had <onel {, deceive cc 


ved; If you can,. 

dly. Paſtors and peoples to a 
cheir Minifry £o orerchiow het Faith 3 to waſh © Karen, 
at their prayers.3.to cancell their writings ; to deteſt their examples; 


Hige , 4s evrrans, wot - ſpurious, ſuppaſititio Br 
ferns meer lug ene v2: Bo, 
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F you finde in. your conſciences good grounds, for this bold. 
nefle of.cenſure; and conſequently tor a ſeparation, profanation, 
and abnegation of your former way, both as Minifters, and as 
Chriſtians, (for renounce one, and you muſt needs begin. .both ; 
It you had no true Miniſters, then you were no tiue Chriftiang; and 
if no true Chriſtians, you. could be. no. true Miniſters ;) if ſo, 
follow by all meanes with ſpeed. your later..and diviner dilfates ; 
pleaſe your ſelves in your happy inconftancy 3 haſten to diſabuſe the 
people of this Nation, whom ſo many boly ſeducers, the Biſbops and 
Miniſters ot old haveabuſed : O undeccive the miſerable and onely 
nominall Chriſtians of this age, before they periſh in their errors. 
and confidences of having true Miniſters, and true DocrOREnt, tnpe 
Chriſt, true Faith, true Repentance, &c.. .O deplore with 
lamentation , the many poore creatures, both Shepbeards and $ 
who are gone down to the pit : death gnaweth upon them, whi 
they dyed in fo zealous and dangerous errours, in ſo fond a Faith, in 
ſo vain hopes, as miſtooke the gates of hell for heaven; Antichriſt 
for Chriſt amongus : you nay well blefſe your ſelves in ſo glorious 
« chauge z and boaſt of your gracious Apoſtafie ; Haſten to beget 
ſome new Church body, which may give you anew cal/and ftand- 
ing; which may rebaptize you, reordain you , . and erelong inveſt 
you in ſuch an office, power, and Miniftry, asthey and you ſhall 
think more valid, more authentick, more Chriſtian, more com- 
fortablez which hath ſurer footing, and better ſtanding both in the. 
favour of the times, and of God himfelt. . 

Bur if Scripture, and Reaſon, and conſent of all holy learned 
men in this and other Churches; ifCatholick cuſtome, þ oo 
pytriencerngd holy ſucceſſes ; if divine teſtimony, clouds of wit- 
nelies, of bleſſed Miniſters, and bleſſed people ; of bleſſed Sermons, 
and blefſed Sacraments; of bleſſed lives, and bleſſed deaths z of 
bleſſed Converts, and bleſſed perſeverants in grace; if theſe be as. 
mighty bars, :crofſe your conſciences, which Bop you either from a 
weak *retrogradationto old Popery, or.a wicked precipitancy to new, 
vulgarity; if neither your judgement, nor your conſcience can. 
bear ſuch a rude revolt, without great .violatings of the one, and. 
woeundings of the other ; if you darenot in a fit of porn ibs 
ſo injure the dead, .that' are at reſt, in the Lord, ſo diſcourage the 
living and-thiiving Chriſtians, ſo overthrow the. Faith of many, 
ſo. blaſph:me the God, the Saviour and the Spiric of thoſe holy. men 
and women, living and dead, who have been called, and converted, 
and fſanCified, and confirmed , and ſaved by that Word of Power, 
and thoſe holy. Miniftrations, which your Fathers, and your 
Brethren , and your ſelyes the Miniſters of this Church kavedu-. . 
ty preached and adminiftred, in that office, ſtanding and dggebarity's 
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Minifters maſt not be wutable; 
cone ry they were and: you- now are 'duly inveſted in this 
rc $ ' 424 Hz | 3 "LT THI C2 Sis; adi 3 ; 
I beſeech you, then, be ſo valiant, as to dare to be; and ſtill to 
own your feclves, as erue Mixifters of Chriſt in this Church , or- 
dained byhim,and for him : fill ſeeking the things of Chriſt in the 
good old way of: the ordained Miniſtry, while others ſeeke their 
_ owne in{their mew models and faſhions.” "Doe not en Aro one 
your ſelves {no not outwardly) as if you' were afraid? your 'coat 
ſhould diſcover your calling ;/ or as if you pretended to have re- 
nounced it with your changed habit: you may preſerve white ſouls 
under black, chthes; as others may blath, ſailet under ſpendid co- 
lours: your fable:colour; although very: deeomiti | wel. -5/ 
of your wayy Array engenny 2 oy never/more decentrhan 
now, when:( $ thac you are Mi you have canſe'to- be 
mourners :. Adde'notto the other coj timer, this of ford nth 
ments; nor gratifhe them ſo far as a ſhoe-latchet in your clothes, 
whoſe aim ist2 levell and your celling with the meaneft of 
the people : Although I placed heretofore rio Religion in clothes 
and colours,. yet now I almoſt think'it piety to perſevere in ſach 
a faſhion, whole change would argueinconftancy, and fo farre 
be.irreligious, as it is _ to the erroneous, confirms them 
ia their errours, and cafts ſhame upon the truth, both of our 
Miniftry and our Church ; In: fuch a caſe a few graines of fran- 


out the flagrof your motly Coats, or p hich pou! hen err 
5 to ſhoes, Y 


taken from, or rendered up your or 


Chriſt is imbarqued , and {0 many Y 
no other pulicy entred co inſure;you,than this,that you deal for _ 


tween Gad and finners, 


- 


D:ddd3 Therefore. « 


$73 


= ee... 
Re a er Tn 
> — — 


% 


Ninifters muſt wot bemmwalte; | | 
ha Therefore bald faſt yoar >, ax neither to be aſhameg 
of, nor a ſhameto TN holy calling and Miniſtry CIR ho- 
nor depends not on fadlious fancy, Or viiger novelty, but on divine 
Inſtitution, and ay wan Let ehe foules of men andthe 
puricy of Religion, be then deara} to vs, hy hay rs 
cheapeſt to others : Let our lives be ſiriteſt, whendiborty bs mdde"g 
clegh, to licentionſneſſe; There will myer need more true Miniſter, 
than when: every man. ſhall be tolerated 8© be a Miniſter z thar 6 
true anes' may be ſuppreſſed, and none buc falfeincouraged : ' That 
the tyes of Duty and Conſcience may lie upon none ,: cither as 
Mioiſters,or bearers 3. as Paſtor,os flock, to attend' any;boby'pub- 
Ii ocikly and feryice of God: which is a gr ovey'es 
Atheiſm, ſuperſtition, contuſion, any thing but thetrue Chriſtian 
and reformed Religion. : Abate not- your lebours; 'though men 
grudge, withdraw, and- deny yog'' wager; What can. bee more 
2 Cor. 6.10. plorious thantsg ſee you cantented{y poore for Chrifts ſake, and til 
continuing to make many rich; while you are exhaufted and have 
nothing ?. imparting tbivgsſpiritualh, though:you [receive lirtle off 
nothing of things tenporall ? [this is /after -thepatterm inthe mount, 
atter the example of divige mwnificence, where goodnefſe is of free 
grace, and wot of the rewerd or merit. ' Make any: honeft: ſhift to live, 
but uſe no baſe ſhifts to leave your calling 3. Better your tongues 
cleave to the roofe of your mouthes, than you ſhould renounce your 
Ordination and Miniſtry ; or 'ceaſe- to [preach in that Name, while 
you have power, liberty, and opportunity: ; 'Nothing -will'be- 
come us Miniſters better , than. thread>bare coats, > it 'we: can but 
keep. goed conſeiences : Nothing will be ſweeter 5 | than ry morſels 
P.ov. 15.7. and fowrehearbs, and a cup of cold water, (the Prophets partion) if 
— *'  wehave but inward peace, andthe love of Chriſt therewith. ' ' 
Photims Bi- k wasarticled. againſt Saint Chry/oftome, (when he was Biſhop 
blioth, in Cbry- of Conſtantinople ) by. ſome of his enyious enemies, asa-matter of 
oſt. yowy and fſcandall, that herodeiin- the m_- an Aﬀſe, to cafe 
is age. Ic will be lefſe offence, when the world thall fee'bo/y Biſhops 
Pal. 45. 16. anddeſerving Presbyters go-on foot,and aſſes riding upon them;Princes 
Eccle(.10.7+ (which Saint Jerome int Biſhops) 'on foot, and ſervants ort 
| horſeback, Though webe never ſo low, let us doe nothing below 
the dignizy of aur Miniftry , which 4 $-not on extern» 
all: pomp, but inward power z the ſame: which fbewes to 
atruc: beleiver, the honozr and excellency NA rn 
love cp wr rye _ to his _ Minifters of the $ Ng 

are in Chriſts » when are in Chriſte work | 
need not doubts of Chriſts and all Crs Noe os 
them. + 103 401 von i: 10402 Un 4 259 BG 
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Exhortatied bf Mlnifters ts Wait, $75 
An high” point of wiſdome , and piety would be in |; 
Mimiſters, © what degree ſoecver, would ——_ the van —— 
of this Amtiperiſta 3 by the ſnow and ſalt, as it were,of papall and the Great 
popular ambition, ſhould be the more congealedand compadted Þurned all che 
cogether into one body and fraternity : Having ſo many unjuſt ''5of com-. 
enemies oR every fide, againſt every true Miniſter of this Church, er wa _—_ 
whether Biſbop or Presbyter ; 2 penn invices us to compoſe Pers me 4 
thoſe unkinde jealouſtes, breaches diſputes which haye been among Churchmen, 
us, becauſe weown our ſelves, . as brethren; among whom ſome 9"*< againſt 
may be elder in nature, or ſuperior in authority without the injury I Ape” tn 
of any: This ſubordination, if Scripture doe not preciſely com- RB, 
mand, yet it exemplarily propoſeth ; Reaſon adviſeth ; and Re- multate: publi= 
ligion alloweth ; and certainly . Chriſt cannot but approve; the © #til:taribus 
more, becauſe the pride of Papall Antichriſts on one tide, and the condonande. 
unrulinefſe of popular Antichriſts on the other fide ſtudies to over- . 
throw it, and are the moſt impatient of it. I know ſome mens ns 45-0 
folly will not depart from them, though they be brayed in « morter : — _— 
Bat ſober men will think it time to bury ( as * Conſtantine the Gd: 
Great burned) all unkinde diſpntes, breaches and jealoufieg,which ex oft £c- 
have almoſt deſtroyed not onely rhe Government, but the very Mi- clefie per, = 
niftry it ſelf of this Charch: No doubt, paſſions have darkened nm 
many of our judgements ; earthly diſtempers have eclipſed our. lager 
glory ſecular and carnall diviſions have battered our defenſes: , Ms & 
iſcoyered our weakneſſes, and invited theſe violent affaults from Fon - ; 
enemies round about ; that none is ſo weak, as to deſpaire of vincamwe. de 
his maklicer ſafficiency to doe us Clergy men ſome miſchief; the 4. Chriſti«- 
moſt eatling Goflips, the ſillyeſt ſees, who are ever learning and '*" 
never come to the now ledge of the truth, undertake, not only to be teach-- *. Clemens in 
ers, bat: to teach their teachers, as Tertullian obſerved; yea and to Þi* Ap<Bolike 
Ordain their Miniſters ; ſuch (no doubt) as they do deferve,having £714 £2 3. 
ſuch Preachers for their greateſt puniſbnients. | to Jepanoifhe- 
findes for his 


ſake the difſenſion is in the Chuck; Ruff Ee * bi ES ; 
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' The kinde cloſing and: Chriftian compoſing of paſſionate, and 

needleſſe differences among Tearned » and Pax Miners, by. mats 

tuall co mers. Bye ag 4 order and- Maou Une 

governinerit to be uſed in the Church , ( which have chiefly - (if, # 35 5» wee 

not onety) brought ſo great: miſgovernment upon-us,. in Eng, 579254? 

would. be a great and means to recover the hap» Nax, or. 13s: 

P of this Church, and the honour of. the Miniftry ; which. 
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Exhortation of Minifters to Unity. 


conſiſts in an holy fraternity and godly harmony of love, no le: 
than in truth of dottrine, and holynefſe of manners; . By our- 
own leaks and rents we firſt letin theſe wavers\which have funk 
us ſo low, that every wave rakes over us, No man, that js 
truly humble, wiſe, and holy, will be aſhamed, to retra& an 
errour and tranſport, whereof he hath been guilty, and of whi 
he bath cauſeto be moſt aſhamed ; Ingenuous offers of fraternal! agree. 
ment, and mutuall condeſcendings to each other had beene ex- 
ceedingly worthy of the beſt Miniſters both of the. Epiſcapall,Prer- | 
byterian and Independent way, whoſe wiſdome and humilicy might _ 
calily haye reconciled and united the ſeverall intereſts which th 
pretend to ſupport, of Biſhops, Presbyters, and Chriſtian people. 
But who ſees not thar ſeculardefignes, and civill intereſts have rag 
much {eavened the diſſenfions of meny Miniſters, though in the con» 
clulion they have not on any fide much made up their cake by 
the match ? while Church men, Biſhops, and Presbyters, had no 
ſuch - worldly concernments to engage them, they had no ſuch ..diſ- 
putes, and mutinies, as to the order and government of the Church; 
which no Councell, no particular Biſhops, nor Precbyters, no one Church 
or Gongregation ot Chriftians began of themſclves; but all by 
Catholick, and wndiſputed conſent conformed rhemſelves to that or- 
der, which the Apoſtles and Apoſtolicall men left in common to 
the Churches In every place, moſt ſutable to their either beginning 
or increaling, to their _— or their ſetledneſſe. 

Ic is cafie to ſee what Chriſt would have in the Church, asto 
extern order and policy , if Chriſtians would Iook with a ſing/e 
eye at Chriſtsends. You may ealily ſee how the worlds various 
interefts,(which are as hardly commixt with Chriff s,and true reli- 
gion's, as0il with water) ferve themſelves with Miniſters fg 
pens » and ade ſpiritr; who fhould rather ſerve the Lord. Jeſus 
and his Church, in truth, ſmplicity, peace, and waity ; withoutan 
adherences to ſecular policies, parties, and ſtudies of fides ; by whic 
ſudden and invonſiderate rowlings to and fro, (as fooliſh and feare- 
full paſſengers in a'tottering boat) ſome Miniſters of England have 


welnigh overturned the Veſſel! of this —__ Chriſtian Church , 


which might cafily ( as the moſt Jamons and flouriſhi 


Churches anciently were} have been uprightly balanced, an 


afely ſteered by a juſt fieneſſe and proportion of every one in their 
/ » Ant either for Miniſtry, or Government, and Diſcipline; where 
of old the paternall of Biſhops ftood at the helm; the 
rave and induſtrious ters rowed, as it were, at the Oaress 
and the: faithful people, as the paſſengers all even 9 by keeping 
themſelves in quiemeſſe, order, and due fubjeftiin. Nor was it wone 
in primitive times, to be asked of Princes, or people, how they would 

| ve 


i of. Miniſters t0 oi $77 

have the Church. governed, . or ,by .whomz who ſhould ordzine 
Preachers ; or who ſhould preach the Goſpell;adminifter * +; woog 
ments, L ps eg» zed, cenſure the ſcandalous > Olay receive 
the penitent ; Theſe were pagers proper to Chriſtian R 
and Soros» m ery yep the Cha MY yo 

em in the of hot perſecutions. trom ſecular Magiſtrates, 
we. Fa aly variations, fave onely ſuch , as neceflicy of athires 
and Chriſtian prudence ( yet in daggers; way) required one 


raiſed, as to ſome ciccumſtantials : ich was no more, 
5h a childe from his coats to come to jen, or for the bark of 
a tree to increaſe,as the bulk and branches 


Witt hatontC pus Fen, and agg thee hath coy 
wounded , and Chriſtian compaſſion if Miniſters Aug 
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mon er $ 3 men e 
to ly fiſer is the hand efany of them ſo "_w a them have 
occaſioned moſt bubr:we Minit Gar tto x nt amaritans,and 
by frithealing the deformed te prng cla; the | bot 
ing Ulcers of out own "ol our 0wne re- 
Iigious he 8 wry 005 _ fſdemach nee Rs , and * þ 
benign to. draw together ber er urch, 
and reflened Religion ; when EF fic we holy and: wo 
a work ,. Er Ti font ow © it ingo the heart of tho 


tower» 6. rage, ts 020 this bighy; up 


os confider with your IPO wie much themen of this world are 
wiſer than you in their generations z you are commonly but the 
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beaters of She baſk for. the mighty Nimrods of the world: Faw have 
Minifters got, men 
would have preſerved) of credi ur 
ment ; whilethey Reg _ af] down | 
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Miniſters ſpeciall Hilig enzt wow witefary, = 
into this Ingring diftemper; this atmoſt incurable Guartane ,"'v TAY 
will never 45 Aur til] we ſmell the Roſe of Sharon; "the | 
and celeſtiall temperament ot Chriſts fraprancies z in all love and 
charity ; in humility, meeknefle, kindneffe, farbearance, pity, and 
renderneſſe to each other. | 

Not -onely all policy and honeſt, rudence then,as to the recovery of 


Miniſters credit and reputation, but all conſcience and piety,as to 
the requiſi.es of Gods glory, and charity, as to the dangers and 
neceſſities of peoples ſoules, require now, ſuch dowble of 
us, all, as may compenſate any former failings,and ſhew the world 
how neceſlary a good, worthy Miniſters are;; who every way fit thoſe 
places, and fill thoſeorbs, in' which Godand the Church have fer 
them : It is high time for us to get beyondall cud formatities, ſuper- 
ficiall ſolemmities, popular comphings, covetaws  projeds, ſecular ambitions 
Penurious pains, ſlacker care, and indiligent tendance, will-not be ſufh- 
cient to cure thoſe aife es,we have now to.contend withall; which 
are ingeniow to avoidall cure , Tubtill co. cJude all |kill, amming 
to increaſe their maladies, cruell to ſpend their infe#jon, and. fierce 
to deſtroy their Phyfitiars. Moderate and indifferent indultry will 
hardly at any time convert ſinnergand fave foules ; They are now 
like harder metals, which melt not but in ſuch a degree of heat ; 
Leaſtof all now, when ercour is adored for truth, fin and dam- 
nation it ſelf are dreſſed up, and eftecmed as « way ;to iſalvation : 
when'belic ſelf is by ſome courted for heaven;and chains ofdarkneſle 
counted liberry (like thoſe Suceubar and Empuſar, which Tome 
men are reported to have eſpouſed and embraced for beautifull 
wives. ) EY po ; 

There needs, now, be and oratorious 
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Exhortation of Miniiters t# fervent Prayers. 
down bis life for his ſheep ; Doe'you never hearin the (01 of 
your Own bowels the tears, ſfrghes, and fears, of infinite good Cbriftinr;nor 
the voice of this Engliſh Sion, lamenting and ex 'piry, at 
leaſt trom Minifters > 1s it worehr thus muck miſery to-roor up 
Epiſcopaey, to ſet up Presbytery, and ro undermine both- with' Inde» 
pendency? AH which might be fairly compoſed iinty a ay» Gag 
of boly agreement : fach as was in-primitive times, berween Biſhope, 
Prevby ters, and people; whoſe pa ns have now rayelled ous peace 
by ſad diviſiotr,and-weakned Religion by auncharitable contentions: 
Though Parliaments,and A ies, and Armies , and people, 
ſhoald be miſerablecomforters, paſſing by without regard ang remorſe z 
yea though ſome be ſtripping tlicwunded , and robbing rhis defo- 
ated Church, yet doe: not'ziu forſake ber, now ſhe is- ſyitten 'of 
God,' and* deſpiſed "of men : ' Is it 'nothing to-you '{( O' you 
that are more politicians, than Preachers) that paſſe by ?} Stand and 
ſee, if there be any forrowes like' the ſorrowes of this reformed 
Church of wherewith the Lord hath offliGed ber in the day 
5 ay anger; It concernes no men more than Miniſters. to 
uccour her, -which hath" received theſe wounds moſt-what/ in the 
bouſe and by the hands of ber friends; O give the Lord no refty. untill 
he hath returned to this Church in mercy 3 if you can by coun- 
ſels and prayers reform nothing in the publique, yet letnothing 
be unreformed in your private; if you muſt be Jaid afade,; as to 
the peculiar office of Miniſters, yet you may moarn and . pray 
the more in ſecret; That the Lord wonld breath upon us,” wit a 
Spirit of Truth ard Peace ; of love and ltioly union; of order and 
humility ; whereby none having any pride or ambition to govern, 
every one may be humbly diſpoſed tobe geverned: For the 
criſis of all Miniſters diftempers is in this ; (riot what Truths we 
beleive ; what do&rine we ſhall preach ; what holynefſe we ſhall 
at; but) who ſhall: govern? whether Biſhops , . or Presby- 
ters, or people? yea the Kezer of ſome: mens pretended power hangs 
ſo at the poogtes irdle, that it is too neer the apron-ſtrings even of 
mechanicks, nd filly women. FEE? 
When right temper of Chriftian humility and love ll be 
reftored to every purt, then will the ſpirits of Religion be: recayered, 
and aptly difiuled into member of this Church z which bleſſed 
temperament, as Chriſtian Churches enjoyed in their primitivezand 
florid firengrth; nor ts it Ieſfſe neceſſary now, in theis more aged, 
oo ſo oy oo, conſtitucion 3 ow ow ron v1 ph 
nilters © were more butchers,then Surgeons 3: A Y 

Phyſitians of no value ; neither curing Mas nd ochorns 
of 


f 
any of us have (not by malice ſo muchas miſtake) given 
phyfick, and more graines of vie/ent drugs, than the pos = 


© Lddreſſe to thoſe in Power; 

of this or any well reformed Church can well bear, let us not 
be lefie forward, 'to apply' ſach cordials, | Lenitiver, antidter , and 
reftoratives, of love, moderation, conceſſion, and $ wiſe- 
dome, as may recolleft the diſſipated and re-inforce the waſted ſpi- 
rits, which yer remain in this reformed Church, andthe Mini- 
ſtry of itz On whichthe enemies round about doealready ook 
with rm gooyexes of ravens and vulturet,expeRting when its lan- 
gull "_—_ 1 be quite exhauſted, and ies fainting eyes 
quite cloſed; that ſo they may draw away thepillow, and re- 
maining ſuppores, of civill pzoteftion fromunderitshead ; and 
violencly torce itto give up the ghoſt: that the reformed Religion, 
and Miniſtry of this Church may beat quite caſt out, and 
buried wich the buriall of ar Aſſy that neither the place of refir- 
med Biſhops,nor reformed Prezbyters, nor reformed people, may know 
them any more in theſe Britiſh WHlands. + 


3-1: 


In the laſt place therefore, I hambly crave Teave to remind thoſe 13. 
that ad in. bigheſt places and power, who are thought no {lighe or. Humble ad- 


ſhallow State 


3 That, ifuecither piety to God , nor conſcience dreſſe to thoſe 


of their duty, while they undertake to govern, nor Charity to in puwer in 
mens ſ{oules both in preſencand after ages , nor zeal for the re- the behalf of 
formed Religion, movethem as Chriſtians z nor yet juſtice and Miniſters. 


common equity, to the encouragement and ation of ſo many 
learned and godly men, the lawfjull Miniſters of chis-Church in 
their logall rights, and liberties; nor yet common pity, and charity to 
relieve {o many pious men, and their families: If ( 1 fay) none 
of theſe ſhould ſway them, as- men, or Chriſtians, ( the leaft of 
which ſhould , and1I hope greatly will) Yet worldy policy and 
Manger of State ſeems to adviſe the preſervation aud efta- 

if of the {ſo much ſhaken) reformed Religion here in England, 
which hath till deep root and impreſſions in the mindesand af- 
fetions of the moſt, and beſt peoplein this Nation : Nor can 
this bedone by more idoneous means, than by giving: publique 
favour, incouragement, .and eſtabliſhment to the true and ancicot 
Miniſtry,as to its main ſupport ; and to godly Miniſters as its þ:4d- 


f ic. be not abſolutely neceſſary; yet ſure it is very convenient, in 


order to the quiet and caricfation of mens mindes-z (who genc= 
rally think themſelves moſt concerned. in matters of Religion ) 
either to.confirm and reſtore to its- priſtine honour, order, and ſta. 
bility, the ancient Miniſtry of the 'Gharch of England, ( which I 
have grondde be the onely true ſucceſſion of divine authority ) 
orelſc wholly. to removes 37 and to ſet Religion upon ſome 
other baſis : For neither the reformed Religion, nor its Miniſtry, 
can eithec long, or ſafely, or comfortably tan in ſo toftering. aud 


Eececez3 mouldering, 
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The priferwnion af the Miniftymeceſſery; 


- muyldering apeſiure; like the walsof ſome-grearvid/ fabric; 6 t 


runs Cathedral, ſwelling out, and rhrearning co tal};)! ke 
better to take it down, than to hazard its dangerous wo 
andprecipitious twmblings 5 Scratobes in Religion doe ſoon feſter,andea 

turn to Gangrenes, which muſt either be ſpredly heated , or 


cut Off « | | <5 CITI, aa. Jon 
74 high pr tion for - one to advile / who profefſeth' his 
ignorance, in State Policies: 'yer common pradenee' ſhewts, *this 
to be the high way, and molt compendiows paſſe to publique Peate, 
Namely, 1. The ſetling of thereformed Keligian inthis Church of Eng. 
lard, and itspublique OT OE government, CE. 
tent maintenance, andholy n.'' 2. The confirming, atid 
if need be , explaining, or cularging the Articles ofthe Church 
of Enyland, in the main fundanentalr of Religion, as Chriſtian and 
reformed, both in things to be believed, | and praftifed. © 3. The 
reltoring of that holy power and ancient exerciſe of Difeplim to 
the Church, both in privater Congregations , and in'publique 
aſſociations : 'which may borh carry'on crac knowledge, piety, 
and charity in Miniſters and people: Alfo recover the ſarted Or- 
dinances of Chriſt, and publique duties of Religion r6 their 
primitive purity and dignity ; which have been infinitely #baſed 
by Laymens policies, Miniſters negligences, and vulgar infolencier; Theſe 
would keep a fair courſe and form of - Chriſtian peace and ho- 
lineſk in the publique, a midſt leſſer differences z and no leflefatisfie, 
than oblige every ſober minded Chriftian; whoſe goodexainples 
have great influence on the generality of people. . | 
But if the vulgar rudcneffe, deformity, and inconfiftency , be 
once taught, ( by being tolerated) to ſlight, and " their Mini- 
fer, and inthemall holy things, and erue Religion; "Either 
beleiving ( as they are prone to doe) that their Miniſters are'not 
inveſted by any due and divine authority in that Office and'Mini- 
firy , any more than themſelves are ; nor are aſſiſted by any fpe- 
ciall grace and bleſſing from God ; if they ſuſpe&that civill Powers 
doe ſet Divines atnought , and. regard, No more, -than' as fo 
many pretenders, falſaries, and intruders ** How willingly \wilE-the 
mindes of common people, '( whom-nothing but-Confeierce;, or 
the Sword keeper in aw and order) embrace any thing that makes to- 
wards laxation of duty to God, and obfervance to men? No water 
is more cafily diffuſed, or morenaturilly ſtrives, by ies fhiid' nt» 
tureto overbear, what ever bounds pen it up; or veſtrairi/536 tre 
waſting itſelf. Nor are ſuckrempers/fiack;(whereddafiogt 


them) to revenge by their riots,all former reftraines caff upot'” the 
b 


y any men, that oughtto fet limics,either of power, or piety ”o 
their luſts and paſſions. _ QLO! TAs 1 


To 
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Lich 7 His «24aſt debefings if the Nin :; | T3 
To avald which rude and irreligiou: extreu er of - 


people, all * wiſe Governours have the 


id T 4+ 
countenan wer Chriſtian Mi- 
ere! iſes of that Reli gion, which > pilgpacnayr po owned and eftab/; 


as Nt nifters of all 


* Adding all civildre Y> favours andquthority to the uſe of merit moſt 
ic, and chiefly to he wer its prime ſors and Miniſters, publique pro- 
who were ever * unvi in t 


heir publique o ings ; eve encrally _ and 
efteemed, as a bath for the prote&ion they had from 


and the inſtitution from divine Ter and wiſdame ; Which po- * 8x ſacrificiis 
licy was not more wiſely cartyed in all falſe and teigned religigns, hors. & 
than juſtly and moſt conſcientiouſly to be obſerved, as itever hath »,.,,,, Ge __ 
been by all worthy and noble. 1 Chriſtians, (either Princes ribus Co lcgitan 
or States) in that, ) Which wehold' to be. and profefſe, as the precrar, Pump, 
onely true, Chriftian and ned Religion : whoſe Qracles, E#:. 4 mag. 
Do&trines, inſtitutes, offices , auit horicy, and miniftery have their mo j "PU 
originall,not from man,but from the onely  wiſeand true Cod; ; who, nor dre u8 
firſt ſent his Prophets, and ſervants; after that his Son (the Lord ny ria fa- 
La Chriſt ). ta-benor pnely a fulfiller and eſtableſber, butal- Mie pamzr 
0 a Preacher of righteouſneſſeto mankinde; whoſe preaching, 7. 43% yas 
Prophetick, or Miniſteriall office, (as to extern and viſible admini- Y c_— an 
firations the holy arder and due ſucceſſion of Miniftersdoe ſup- £1: mg 
erg: and in the ſame power ſucceed by his ſpeciall miſſion and p,ox. 
appointment in the Church. © Oaks, Fel, 
; "TI 4 _ - Gal.[.6, Mage 
apnid eos enpre Druides ; "Nam fere de omni controver firs ca privatiſque conſt :nuent. 
ppl hard og 7 Wi homo ads SER. Lai | as Ls w- IL ? wy magns 
cum malo ſuo mph hercle, Liv. dec./1. |. 2; Sacrificus Rex facrorum dicebater. Conflantine the 
Great, alwayes e Octhedex and! | wg Ar ory and Presbyrcrs with all relpe and: yere- 
ry = Euſeh, in vita Con i, EE Re oloel "ys called Dei ficws 0740. Amb. Syiv: 1 


hs 4 ner —- eb: Nax.or..1,  Reverenda ipfis Angelus ſpi- 
flerig, Be line Kecle i, Hover ſacerdotii firmamentum 1mperii, Tacit. de 
LRN IE J 


men, favour. 


wes infinice wiſdome; for ineftimable 
] loves" for. holy Precepts ; for divive EX> 
; for- aneie 4 
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534 Light of Natuye againſt debaſing of the Miniſtry, 
| on men; In which regard, of all ranks of men and orders they 


deſerve beſt of mankinde, where ever they live; while they keep 
within thoſe Evangelical! bounds, that holy and humble temper , 
which beconesthem; and which is proper to the Spirit of the Goſpel. 
Fuſcb Eccl. hiſt, Conſtantine the Great writes : The greate or. to any 
l.10. C5, State comes by Religion ; if the reverence of itbe weakned and 
honour abated, dangers attend : if by Lawes and authority ic be 
{ctled and preſerved,preat bleſimgs follow, &c. So that no men 
ſeem more to fight againſttheir own peace, than thoſe that ſuffer the 
ancient Minittry and truce Miniſters of Chriſt to be deftroyed, or diſ- 
regarded in any Chriftian Nation ; which will be interpreted a 
fighting againſt God, and an oppoſung Criſt Feſw ;- who as he is the 
onely true rock,, on which the Church is to be built, asto inter- 
nall comfort, and eterna]l happinefſe; ſo he hath regulatedie as to 
cxternall order, beauty, and harmony ; and, this not by every un- 
Skilfull hand, that hath a minde to RR bur by (ſuch, as he 
hath appointedto be tryed, approved, and rightly ordained tothe 
Piciſti Galilee, work of edifying the Churchin truth and love: This Galilean muſt 
viciſti. Falian gyercome : Chriſt will no doubt yg a a ſt fone ;, fo arock 


dying cries. at daſh againſt him, in this Ordi- 


68 of ruine andoffence, to all thoſe t 


nance of his boly Miniſtry ; which, —_— ic ſeem ſmall, and con- 
temptible to rhoſe, that think themſelves Grandees, (in power. 


and policy) yet as it was not cat out by humane hands, (© it will 
be « very burdenſome ſtone to a!, that think to lift ic out of the way, 


and lay it alide, trom being an holy funJion , and divine infti- 
rution. 


Tr 


Greg. Naz.tels 
usthat Saint 


the Church ; 5 C ; 
od Fans " uench and ſhining 
dl Loew A Which it would doe with no 


ppb Nerv Tmar- to the Chucch, and State ; than if ic ſhould ex 


hey could 
b £4 friends wich God who were at enmity with Baſil. orat, x6. * Vide 


Jer. $3e 26, which Pro” 
phcſie i» clear for a conſtantand immutable Miniſtry in the Church of Cl Fg _ 


neceſſary 


x Sam, 25. 334 


z$am, 18, 


had forſeken) to deſtroy OH .the Lotd, as enemices.and 'trai- 
p 2 4 on-them et.none;\ but. Netwobeanettors Belſhanzats 
' I | - oh 3} oy So 

6 > 0 50x. eg quitebreak , them ipieces, er mele themy/and 


Blefiing of the Miniſtry preſerved. : 
this ſabje& of the Miniſtry and reformed Religion doth concern) theſe 
moſt ſad and ſerious thoughts. of my heart-, which ate 'not bufied 
about Prophetick, obſcurities, or - Apecahyptich uncertaintiery which may 
pleaſe melancholy fancies, andabule curious readers: but abouy 
a matter moſt clear, from Scripture ; moſt neceſſury,. to the being 
of any true Church in this. world ;. to the comfort of every 
Chriſtian ; tothe ſucceſſion .of Religion. in 'after ages. Nate of 
which can be kept in any way of revealed will , and ordinary 
providence, but _ by a right and authoritative Miniſtry 3 'whi 
carries a relation bond of conſcience with it, between Mini. 
ſter, and people 3 which cannot be had,unlefſe we ſtill keep to the 
pattern,which Chriſt hath ſet us, and the Church of Chriſt inall 
ages followed; without any falfty ; though not wholly. withosr 
ſome infirmity. works f3. 1 

Nor is thereany thing, wherein men of the highef# power and ex- 
cellency can ſhew- themſelves. more worthy of the of Chriſtians, 
thaa in their —_— —_— to con the 
due authority and ſucceſſron- of the iftry ; i 
om din __ of all able, and p« i 
their calling : Whoſe honour is Gods, and will redound 
whom God [hall ſa far blefſe,as to make them inftruments of fo no+ 
ble,and moſt Chriſtiana work; But they had need to be Hereuleſſes , 
men of moſt divine vertue, and reſolution, that encounter the many 
headed hydras,and various monſters,which are at preſent-ſet againſt 
the Miniſtry of this Church. \ kt and 9 

Whatever cenſures any other ations ofmen may ly under (which 
God will judge,).and of which they way have more caufe atlaft 
to repent, than to boaſt) yet this Che vindicating and. eſtabliſhing of 
the true Miniſtry and its authority) they (hall have of: all things the 
leaft cauſe to repent of Nor (1hope) will any worthy mengive 


me(or any other Miniſter)-cauſe to t,that I bave-preſumed to be- 
come an lanlle fuer, node fulch fall Mlonles 


and ſo religious concernment ; yeayperadventure way find 


r, in a matter of ſo great 


(which God can only gize inthe eyes of men) as Abigeildidin: 


who bleſſed God for her ſeaſonable diverting of him from: that excoſſe 


vengeance, to which inmoderate had tempted bim3 It is not 
LG roarenthele as. enemies, which are Go be friends, and frien 


to mens ſoulcs; It was an a&ion onely fit for Saul, {whom Goid 


any conſecrated veſſs of : the Temple thould have ſoil, or 


4 [Or 


phane the : No time gan be too long, ne. counſell-- tw delbewe, 


before. 


Authors Ap viegy for prolixity. 
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defore Chriſtians put ſo ſevere a purpoſe in execution, or gratific 


any party Without hearing all ſides; Nor'ſhould they, that dif- 
adviſe trom it upon ſober,and good grounds,be leſſe dcceptebleto men 


in power ; than any of thoſe, that prompt and incite to ſo hardy 


«nd hazardow an adventure. 

This gives me ſome hope if not of acceptance, yet at leaſt of par- 
dony for cither that prolixity ( for which none can doe greater 
penance than I have) or for that'p/aimieſſe, by which I may ex- 
erciſe any mans patience, who youchfafes to read this my Apologetick, 
defenſe : wherein I have not forgot, that, as 'it is written in a 
buſte and pragmatick age, ſo poſſibly it may fall into the hands 
of ſome perſons, whoſe imployments admit of little leiſure ,' for 
ſuch long diſcourſes, or tedious addreſſes: But, as others in 
reading may be e toomuch to remember their 7momentaries z 


7, 
The Authors 
excuſe for the 


prolixity of 
tickdefen 


ſo 1 in writing have chiefly confidered my owne,' and others 


eteruities, 1 have weighed with my felf, how important a buff- 
nefſe God had laid in this upon my heart ; and w_ heart upon 
my hand; The vehemency and juft zee! for which , hath Mil! 
ditated to my pen both this ſpurre and excuſe; That in a Caufe 
of ſo great conſequence, it were not onely a fin for me to ſay mthing, 
but to ſay littlez leſt fbortneſſe of ſpeech ſhould detraft from 
the worth of che matter; Weak ſhadowes would _ faint 
flames; eicher a dimneſſe in that light, or a chilneſſe in that heat, 
which ought to attend a bafinefle, ' which ( to my judgement) 
ſcems of infinite importance to preſent, and fature times; So - 
ous:a Jewell, as the true Miniftry of the' glorious” Goſpel oe 

i, Was net tobe! ſer with an unhandſome foil, or by a light 

S——_ hand. 1 know ſmell fires and puſfes , will 
not {erve to make great irons malleable; No Divell is harderto be 
unnufled and dete&ed, than that which conceals it ſelf under Arn- 
gelick, mazkg, which ſome weak and credulous ſoules think a fin, 
to lift up, or to ſuſpet- Bat 'we are not ignorant of Satay 
deviſer ; No drofle,' or mafſeof corruption is more untamable, and 
un from-mans nature than thae legions enmity agtinſt 
Chriſt, the Goſpell, and the Miniftry while they have anything 


ſe 
and til is , 
{IND 
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poſterity 'of this Nation 
crue._ light of the al, | 


2 Cer,2,1% 


this 3 o 


$88 The exctlfency and neteſiity of this ſubjett; 
| the Sacraments, nor the peace of Coupon nor _—_— 


tin, nor the ſaving of ſaules ere long 
by 


nor the exce!ency of the knowle Our Chriſt 3 —_— 
Name and Worſhip will —_ ha , cither ane) abultd; 


ſcurrilouſly deſpiſed ; (as now it is by many )- yea and cleanz 
forgotten, by the profane, ſtupid, ſenſuall, and Atheifticall pI bir 
of men ; unleile there be ſome Shot andcom- 
miſſion, from God and man, ſhall both :enable andio them t0- 
preach and adminiſter holy things in Ghriſts Name ; whoſe con» 
icience ſo commands them to ſerve God and þis Church, that they 
cannot be filent, or mg fin. 

18. To expett that arbitrary, and: occationall Preachers will doe 
Mens pron?e- the work, of Chriſt, and the Churchs is as vain, as tothinke, that 
neſſe to Apo- pallengers or travellers will build, and plant, and ſow , aud 
ſtaſie without tor men in their civill nears The men of this world, 
a true Mini- finde many other imployments —_ honour, credit and con- 
ſiry. tent, than to predch the Goſpell, the croſſe of , and 

contempt upoa them z (which isever cr among" cn muſt 
ous 50 bs once by he world ;) It's rare to findean - 4, 
ration of men that are trul feveurers of Miniſters, orthe oſpel 
a ts na, x ————_ at all coft laid out on 
account , as had aning beſide their Mill , who had oF var wn 
ſavers, than ſaved by bim ; Nor is the opinion, which ſober men 
enerally retain of the excellency and at of Chriſtian Religion , 
in order to their {alvation , ſufticient to keep it upto a conflancy- 
and ſucceſion, without a-truce powerfull. and axtboritative Miniſtry 2 
For we ſeethat, although nothing: congernsmen more, than to 
beleeve there is a God, (the ſupreme good ) of whoſe gonipillh 
ps jou power, and protetion we have every momen 
experience; and upon whoſe our frrfull nanny wr 
(ney) with with any reaſondepend, both living and dying forour 
0 yet many (yea moſt —_—— _ 
To Acbeilm, out to A , and to live without God in the world, 
have frequent and ſolemne remerubrances » (behides erg 
ER INI: Gran hs iminde in their ony and duty t0- 
God; In like Vnragy although nothing ſhould be more wel» 
come-£0 man ce, (becauſe nothing more- al chin 2 : 
To Uabelcif, news of a Seviour for fuxers; yet the bitter root of : (NG 
many ſexſual! diſtralions, which are in mens hearts and lives, ace- 


-prone to entertain nothing with liking, ahevi the Jer ; 
and 0 inthe 


ith lefle 
ing * this Goſpel; any tems ey” 
-beſt >. Ao OE that bumune 
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The extelledry ind the niveflty of this Subjet. 


werought to convert Atheffts 3 bur the myſtery of Salyation by 
Jeſus Obrift crucified 'ts by wo Rm narhre or reaſon attain- 
ablez andnecded both miractes at the firſt planting, and a conſtant 


Miniſtry for thecontinning of it in the world. 

If then men be naturally ſo much aliens from the life of God,and ſo 
much enemies #0 the crofſe of Chriſt ; it is not like they will ever 
be ſo gd nawred, as ſeriouſly to undertake the conſtant twkg, 
cure, and toile of preaching to othersz efpecially, when they 
bave no «to it, but thetr owne, or others pleaſure ; no conſetenc? 
of it, a8 a divine Office, and daty ; no promiſe, or hope of di- 
vine aſſiſtance, or blefling in ic; no thankes for it, or benefit by 
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it, either from God or man: Alas, theſe warm fits and glawmes 


novelty, aurioftty, ty, pride , wamtonneſſe , ſelf-opinion, and 
Afi; Dn" eemew bein CE EY Neg coun heme 
ified, all cald, and infpired) theſe will ſoon dam 
CCL and Ss wrber vace cir rate dabgn which 
is badz or their weaknefſe, which is great; or their folly, which 
ts groſf, ſhall be * manifeſt tothermſefver, and to others, as-it is al» 
ready to very man 2 good Chriſtians; who finde,that all the fro- 
lck and efttvity of thoſe men, is bur helping forward the prognaich, 
amp pimps 150 ftady to ruine his nd] all reformed Churches; 
or if once true and able Minifters be cryed down , caſt out, and 


cut off asto right ſucceſſion ; the true Religion, as Chriſtian, and 


reformed too, cannot (without amiracte) continue, but muſt needs 
be overrunne with 5rutifþ ignorance, datanable ercours, and barba- 
rous manners; which arealtrady prevailed much ig many places, 


partly for wamof all Miferr, and partly by the pres pie 
Ly UN: 


The valour of 


cowards, and 
the yerrues of 


hypocrites are 


in the eyes of 
their Spea- 
tos. 

* 2 Tim.3-. 9- 


neglet of ' publique caries, and iting rbeic true Minj 
der _ fling to owe beter, and adhering to new 
eacherr and C ; which we find breed up few or nane 


in knowledge; or picty; but onely travſplant proficients out of 

other mens Sell ag okay Þ the mean time the 

ly runne out ro ignorance 
&; for want oftitar 
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; The Authors deſign; 


hath any ingrediency in this piece, (however, in other things, no 
man is more prone to diſcover how weak; and finfull a creature he is, 
without Gods grace) I have-nothing of-private intereſt,' for pro= 
fit, or honor, to crave,or expe& from great or:-good men z Indeed 
they have little or nothing left to tempt men with: -I-havemore 
then 1 can merit,or well account for; yea I have enough ; through 
the bounty of God, and the bleſſing of one ( to me). Ineftimable 
Jewell: whoſe virtww luſire both beautities and | enrichah 
my life, to an honorable competency, and a moſt happy tranquillity, 
whoſe every way moſtover-meriting merits have by as much 
as can be, to beconſecrated by my pen to an eternity of grati- 
tude and honour. 

L have ſeen ſo more than enough of the worlds vanity, maduefſe , 
and miſery; that I doe not deſire any thing more, than to ſpend 
the remainder of my life ina contented privacy to the glory of 
God, the honour of ths Church, and the welfare of poſterity ; If 1 were 
offered the choice of all wiſhes, and the fulhlling of them in this 
world; I would deſire nothing, next that juſtice which is the con- 
ſervatrix of all civill peace and ſociety , but this, That ſuch 4s 
are able, would ſo far conſider the honour of God, and the wel- 
fare of the Church of England; as to become Patronr, and incou- 
ragers of good learning, and the reformed Religion; and to this 
purpoſe,that they would eſtabliſh that holy Diſciplinegright order, 
ancient government, anddivine ſucceſſion ofable Miniſters, which 
ought tobe in the Church of Chriſt. ; 

In reference to the gener«ll funtion,and fraternity of whom, I cannor 
but intreat,and offer thus much at leaſt as I have done,which cannot 
be to any good mans detriment,or the Publiques injury: . For ic 
is not a pleading for a reftitution of thoſe honours, lands, juriſdiftions, 
and dignities, which were by pious donation, and devout lawes 
—— to that profeſſion : - I know how vain and unſeaſon- 
able a motion it were to crave the reſtoring of honors, | 
and-eftates of thoſe who are now almoſt reduced to petition for 


y them with ſo' much envy and anger; as in this age ſeems 
oper 2 ) 
where , 


RR es 
Mini pits,; DUT to out | : 
riot ſuffering the Church co be their Sanftnary. Weclaim not ex. 

caption from civill Magiſtrates Court-cenſurer, and juriſditions, 

(as was of o'd in many caſes) our aim is fo todoe allthings, as 

{hall feare no men to be ſpefiators; nor our enemies to be our 

judges: Nor can we have ſo full and deſirable @ revenge on our 

enemies, as to doe well; who are never mare ſory, than to ſee 

any rue Minifter live unblamee>ly Gs pang... Wedarenoct 

crave to - be eaſed of publique taxes, either in whole, or in part'; 
Notwithftanding (for the moſt part) our charges aregreat, our 

livings ſmall,. and but for life; yea and but the wages forour war 

and worke ; (while-we ſerve in a better Militia : ) It matters not 

what our ſecular burdens be, ſo as we may -make the Goſpell any 

way lefle burthenſome, or more welcome to- our heareart : Weaurge not 

that comman liberty which we haye; and our juint intereſt in the 

publique civill' welfare, as men; while yet we are made uncapable, 

and the onely men of any calling that are excluded from all 

publique yotes, counſels, or influence; when yer any trade may 

invade our calling, and 'uſurp our Miniſtry : K is well, if wee 

may be ſuffered to. be of Gods Counſel ; and permitted to acquaint. 

_ others with it, in order to their ſatvation.; our ambition is, ſo to 

live, that the diminutions, contempt, and poverty, caſt upon the 
Miniſterial, order ( as to all ſecular. priviledges or intereſts ) 

may be no diſparagement to our fundion, any more than it was to 

Primitive Biſhops and Presbyters; who by their conſtant patience 

and bimility gave greateſt Teſtimony to the trath of the Goſpel! : 

whom their preaching; moved not, their patience did. ' Yet, it Dwos predica- 
will be little tothe honour of this Nation, which' as yet pro- tio non porwir, 
feſſeth the Chriſtian Religion, to treat the Miniſters of Chriſt 105 vicit pre- 
after the rate , that Diocletian; or Maximinus, or Fulian did; or ag 921m pe> 


. —_ . - i; Kos dre 
thoſe primitive perſecutors, either heathens, or hereticks ; or. as-the —_ Free» 


Mahumerans at this day does -under whom, ic is a favour to tos gelica non me- 
lerate any Chriſtian Biſhops, or Preachers, or Profeſſors ,, among verunt,de iſt 
 whomz even the remaining Embers of Chriftianicy are almoſt raked bene tolerate 
up,and buried, under che opprefliong, poverty and barbarity uſed a- lejurts tender 
gainft them and' heir Miniſters. Nothing: hath a deeper and p10 te me, 
ſharper ſenſe upon my ſoule, than when I ſee, not onely the prim. perſec. 

gi ind heavy diftreites, "which already have; and will Rrther 


| on. many ,, and" mpft'of, my berters © and brethren; (who 'as 

Z, ga zhd thgenuous ha merit ſomething 'at Cano 

c a3). bac; chicfly, when, by forefight of future times, 1 

confidec, not without | ni and horrour, the great decayes , 
& refarmed 


if not atter vaſtations, of Religion; and of DR PICtY's . 
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Deprecation of offence from worthy C hrifians; © 
fach bath heretofore ſo flouriſhed in Eagland) 2) through the wane ' 
of true, able ant authoritative Meziſters, alt thoſe yah op 
zgnorance, error, fuperſtition, and confuſion will certainly flew 
in,which all god Chriſtians would moſtdeprecate both from God and 


man ; my own, and other mens ſerious fore of all which, 1 att 
much grieve to fide either unacceptably, or unſuccefſefully ex- 
preſſed in tb Apologetick defence ; which is huably. preſented to 
the Chriſtian candor, and fabmitted to the judgement of af! thoſe 
excellent Chriſtians, whom ir moſt concerns, and to whom it is di= 
reed; the teaft of whom 1 woukd not willingly offend. 

* Beſeechingthem in rhe name of our Lord Feſis Chriſt, to accept in 
the ſpirit of meckneſſe and love,what I have written (I bope) as becomes 
a Chriſtian, anda Miniſter of the Gofpell in this reformed Church 
of England ; Alfo to cover with the vail of charity, what ever infirmi- ' 
ties may appeare, as in a frail and fintull man; who knowing, 
that 1 had chiefly to conteſt with ſdme men, that are. wiſe in their 
own corceit, thought it a pars of wiſdome, in its ſeaſon to anſwer 
them, according to their folly. And when I confidered,that theſe 
Antininifteriall ſpirits, if they fear God, yet they ſcere Iltcke to 
reverence men, either in the beads of pious antiquity declaring its 
judgementin the writings of the Fathers, Canons of Councelr, and 
hiſtories of the Church ; or in the learedjudzoment of thoſe excel- 
lent Authours of later edition, ( who are all againft them ) It hath 
made methe more ſparing in ſo clear and confeſſed a cauſe, to cite 
their mfinize Teftimonies ; My intent being, neither co make. this 
e Apology a flag of oftentation, tor great reading : nor yet to crowd up 
and fmother theſe men , meerly with numbers of names and ropes 
(which is very caſic) but ratherto breath uponthem wit the breath 
of life, and to convincethem with Scripture, and right reaſon ; which 
may ſerve to meet with any in the ordinary rodes of rigid. Sp 
ratiſis, Papiſts, and Socinians 3 as for S ecker's Enthuſiafts , Seraphick&s 
and ers, they commonly fly like Night-raven Serichowle 
fo much in obſcurities, that I can ſee them; though I © 


will cafily kill all thoſe wermine of optnians, Tr 
ſummers tolergtion, through health, » ſuccelles, pretermens 


I; 


and which ſeiſe at length the very heads and hearts of 


LY 
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The Authors Reſolution againſt paſſionate Repliers, 

If any Chriſtian, through meer ſimplicity , and boneſt credulity, have 
erred ; not daring to take the bundredpart of that confidence to main - 
tain Trath, or toaffert worthy Miniſters, andthe right way of 
the reformed and Chriſtian Religion, : which others doe, wo 
broach, and abet their deſperate errors and calumnies: 1 hopel 
have (asmy purpoſe is) ottered to thoſe well meaning Souter, in all 


plainnetſe, and charicy, what may redeem them from thoſe many 


falſe,and erratick fires,which ſeek to ſeduce them, from their true Mi- 
nifters, whom the light of right reaſon,and Scripture,and experience 
will ſhew them, areas much to be loved, honoured "and «ft: cmied, 
as ever any Miniſters of the Gofpel were to any Chriſtians in any Church, 
fince the Apoſtles time. 

If any rude and. injuriow detractors, being over grown with proud 
and preſumptuons fleſh, inſtead of healing, riſe to inſolent bumors, and 
intolerable inflummations, rayling , .defaming, decrying, and ſpeaking 
all manner of evill falſely againſt worthy Miniſters, and their cal- 
lings being reſolved, and having vowed , as the forty men againſt 
Saint Paul, quite todeftroy them ; The corraſtves or burnt alum here 
and there ſprink/edon the plaiſter of this Apology is purpoſely to 
meet with, and to eat out that proud and dead fleſh, which way be in 
their corrupted minds and benunmed conſciences. The ſober Chriſtian 
muſt not.think , that every one that makes a ſowre face or wry 
mouth, or wincheth at this Apology , or paſſerha ſevere,ſlight,or 
ſcurrilous anſwer upon it, or its author, is preſently hurt or inju- 
red by me,or it, further than he whoſe bones are broken, is hurt by 
one that ſtrives to ſet them; or he thar hath ulcerated ſores, is by 
him that ſeeks to ſearch and heal them. Theſe men I muſt needs of- 
fend asto their diſtemper : I did deſfigne itz I ever ſhall offend 
them, if I will defend this Truth ; Ie is my duty, andcharity, by 
diſpleaſing them, 7o dve them good : Apopledlick diſeaſes are incurable, 
till ſenſe be reſtored; ſome men are benummed,and paſt feeling ; I can- 
not live, ordye in peace, if I ſhould hold my peace, when I ought 
to rebuke , and withall authority, (becauſe with Truth and grod con- 
ſeience 3 in thename of Chriſt, and of all my brethren) the intderable 
vanity, ignorance, pride, arrogancy, and cruelty of thoſe, who 
have ſet up therpſelves above, and againſt all thoſe ,. that are the 
ordained, reformed, and faithtull Miniſters of this, or any other 
Chriftian Church ; In whom they liſt to finde nothing but faults, 
and inſufficiencies ; while they boaſt of their own rare aecompliſh- 
ments ; which are no where to be foynd, but in their proud fwetling 
words, by which they liein wait to deceive the ſimple and unſtable 
{oales. | 


1 cou!d no longer bear their inſolent Pamphlets, theic intotrralle 
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The Authors reſolution againſt paſſionate repliers. | 
prafliſes , their uncharitable projefis, againſt the glory of Chriſt and 


the happineſſe of this reformed Church, and Nation; It grieved 
me to ſee ſo may Shipwraekt ſouler; ſo many toſſed to 'and: fro, 
who are floating to the Romiſh coaſt ; ſo many overthrown faiths , 
fo many willing and effeded Mtheiſts; ſo many cavilling Sophiſters ; 
ſo many waſted comforts; ſo many ſcurrilous and. ridiculow Saints , 
fo many withered graces; ſo many ſeared conſciences (0 many ſa- 
erilegiows Chriſtians; {ſo many cauſeleſſe triumphinge, of mean perſons, 
ovet learned, grave, and godly Minifters; TI was troubled to be. 
hold ſo many fears,yet ſo much ſilence, ſo many lighes and ſorrows; 
yet ſo much dejeftion, and oppreſſion of ſpirits, ſach over-ewingy , 
in thoſe men, whom it becomes in a ſpiritual warfareto encoun-: 
ter with beafts and unreaſonable men , asbeing ſure to overcome atlaſt; 
Therefore(among others) defire,this apology may bea mormument 
of my perfeftabhorrency and publique proteſtation againſt all evil 
hs, and violent deſignes uſed againſt thisreformed Church, 
ies Religion, and Miniftry.: when poſterity ſhall ſee the fad ef- 
fefts of ſome mens agitations. I expett no acceptance from any 
men-further, than-I may doe them good: Such as refuſe -to be 
bealed by this application , MY their ſmart will 

themto petulant replyes, which asI cannot expe fromany ſober, 
and ſerious Chriftian ; ſo to the wantonneſſe of others, who are wo+ 
full zafters of paper andinke, I ſhall never have leifure to attend; 
F have better imployment, wheretoT humbly devote the ſhort rem- 
nant of my pretious 7oment ;. even to the ſervice of Chrift, of- 
this Church, and of all thoſe excellent Chriftians in it 3 to whoſe 
fayour this ſudden Apolvgetick defence is humbly. dedicated, in 
the Lebalf of the Miniſtry of this. Churob of England, . by. their hum+ 
bleſt ſervanc.in. the Lord. 


F:.G. 


FI NIS/ 


KIT? 
"Oo 


4 

a 

=> . 

fg f 
**> + 


A Table of the chief heads handled in this 


Defenſe of che Miniſtery of the Church 
of ENGLAND. 
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HE Adreſſe. Page I, 
, The Cauſe P. 2 
? and recommended to excellent Chriſtians, 


The honor of ſuffering in a, good cauſe. 
Humble monition to thoſe in power. 
Of ingenuous Parrheſte. 
Apologetick, writings. 
be Authors tIntegroty and ſympathy. 
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main cauſe of Miniſters lapſe or diminution. 4 = 

Of Miniſters as Politicians, Pragmatichy, Polemicks. P+24 

What carriage beſt becomes Miniſters in civill diſſenſions. P-25 

Miniſters indiſcretions and inconſtancies. P-28 

he way 'of Miniſters recovery. P. 29 
Vulgar inſolencie Miniſters. : 

Antininiſteriall —_— ſer. C -p 

Ambitious and Atheifticall policies againſt them P-35 


The joy and triunph of the enenies of the refarmed Religion, Þ. 39 
Gees 2 _ The 
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The Table. 
'The Miniſters of the Church of England neither Ujurpers nor Impo- 


ftors. RS.» 4 Kane P- 40 
The ſympathy of good Chriſtians with their afflited Miniſters. Pa42 


Their plea for them, againſt Novel and unordained Intrudery, P.4 
The robe ay" and authority of Miniſters @ matter of bigh conce ? 


ment to true Chriſtians. . K SELESAETES [I 
IV ho are thegreateſt een:ies againſt the Miniſtry of this Church. p. 49 
Matters of Keligion moſt conſiderable to Stateſm n. P.50 
The juſt. cauſe govl; Mirdſters have to fear a-.d complain. | P-52 
Miniſters caſe unheard not to be condemned. V0, P16 
1} pe 2) 6-36-42 © 4 52-7 4s 1 Wien 
The charafter of a go:d Miniſter, ſuch as is here pleaded for. p.58 
Miniſters excellencies are ſome mens greateſt offence. P. 61x 
Miniſters i«firmities viciate but not vacate their Authority, P. 62 


I. The firſt Oljetim or Qaarrell of the Antiminiſteriall faion againii 
the Miniſters of Eugland,as being in no truc or right Church way. 


P- 65 
Aniw. Vindicaiinz th: Church of England, P. 66 
I. As to Religion internall, | Ibid. 
Its power ou the heart: P. 67 
I's ground and rule as to lholineſſe. _ P. 68. 
Of fanatick fancies in* Religion. p. 69 
The Souls true ſearch after God, and diſcoveries of him, P: 74 
Of the Souls Immortality. P 73 
Mans improvement to the divine image. P: 74. 
True Religion as internall eſtates in Chriſt, aud inthe true Church. p. 76 * 
| \ 
It. Of true Religion as externall or profeſſional in Church ſociety. p. 97 
Of the Church as viſible and Catholick. P-78 
Of a National!l Church. p. £0 
The wider and charity which befits Chriſtians in all fotiall teſations. p, $2 
Papall and popular extreams touching the Church: P- $4 
The Romane arropcting too ruch. p- 85 
Of Infallibility in the Churches Miniſtry, | P. 88 
Of Churchet reduced only to ſingle Cong! egations or Independent bodies. 91 
The primitive way of Churches and Chriſtian communion. « 92 
The National communion or polity of the Church of En g- juſtified, p-95 
The minting or crumbling of the Churches pernicious. -P- 96 


Of Religon as eſtabliſhed and protefted by Civill powers P- 99 


>To A445 


Of the ſubjedl matter or memters of a Church. | P. 108 
Of Parechiall_congreg-tions. P- 102 
Of Communicants. | 'P+ 103 
Of Miniſters dutyto Communicants. + . | P- 104 
Miniſters in each Pariſh net abſolute Judges ,but Monitors and DireGors, Vid. 
Good as in the Church "moſt deſirable.” © Ibids 
Of Furiſdifiom and Fudicatories Eccleftaſticall. Pp. 105 
Of the common peoples power in admitting Communicants. Pp. 106 
Of a Church Covenant ; .its Nwvelty, Infirmity, Superfluity. P- 110 
The eſſentials and prudentials of a true Church in England. P-112 


Of being above all Ordinancer, Miniſtry, and Church ſociety. > B23 
Peoples incapactty of gubernative power, Givillor Eccleſtaſticall.© p. 115 
Of Magiſtrates and Miniſters. p- 117 
Of the Plebs or peoples judgment in matters of doArine or ſcandall.* p.119 
Tell it to the Churcb; in whon is power of Church diſcipline and cen- 


ſares. . | p- 121 
"Of- Synods -and Colncels. --P.126 
Of prudentiall Liberty axd latitudes in Church polity. pP-127 
The raſh and injurious defaming of the Church of England riſeth from want 

of judgement, humility or charity. | Pp. 129 


A pathetick deploring the loſſe and want of charity among Chriftians. p.13 1 


IL. Grand. Ohj. dion agginit the Miniſtry, as no peculiar Office or diſtintt 


Calling, P+ 143 


Anſw. The peculiar Calling of the Miniſtry afferted.;. | 
I. By Catholick teſtimony, both as to the judgement and. .pratliſe of all 
Churches. - P- 144 
The validity of that. teſlimonys. . 


P. 146 
2. The peculiar Calling or Office of the Miziſtry confirmed by Seripe | 


ture. P-1 $3 
1. Chriſis Mmiſtry in his Perſon. _ I P« 153 
2. Chriſt r;nſiituting an holy ſucceſſion to that power and Office, p.154 
3.. The Apoſiles care for an koly ſucceſſion by dus ordination. p.,-155 

4. Peculiar fitneſſe, duties, andcdaradiers of Miniſters. Pr15% - 
5. Peculiar ſolemnity or manner. of ordgining ,or authoriſing Mini« 
ters. P. 158 
6. . Miniſters and Peoples bounds ſet down in Scripture. P. 1.60 
3» The peculiar Office of the Minifiry confirmed by principles of right 
reaſon and order. /P- 162 
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The Table; 
4. By the proportions of divine wiſdome in the Church of the Jewae: 


'D. o 

5. By the light of Nature and Religion of all Nations. -- - of 
6. The Office of the Miniſtry neceſſary for the Church in gll ager5 Us mnwck 
4 at the firft. __ 


.» Thegreatneſſe of the work requires choyce and peoullar workmen, vp. 
s Ts = A Cn of the Office of « 6 ing ts 
+172 
Whole 
9. Ve of private gifts will not ſuffice to the work of the Miniſtry. H 175 
10 Minifters as neceſſary in the Church as Magiſtrates in Cities, or Com 
manders in Armies. \ 180 


ſter. 
$. The work, now as bard as ever, requires the beſt abilitier of the- 


Chriſtian liberty expels not order. - 1$1 
11. Peculier Office of Miniſtry neceſſary for the common good t mane 
inde. / P. 18 
I hy to prevent Errors and Apoſtaſies Tn the beſt Churches on 
Chriſtians. P- 185 
To which none more ſubje than the Engliſh temper. P. 136 
Concluſion of this V indication of the Evangelicall Miniſtry as a peculiar 

Office. p. 187 


I II. The third Objefion againſt the Miniſtry and Miniſters of this Church; 
from the ordinary gifts of Chriſtians, which ought to be exerciſed in 


common 4s Preachers or Prophets. P. 189 
Anſw. The gifts of Chriſtia*s ns prejudice to the peculiar Office of 
the Miniſtry. . P- 190 
Reply to the many Scriptures alledged. P- 191 
Of roht interpreting or wreſting the Scriptures, P. 194 
The vanity and preſumption of many pretenders to gifts, P. 197 
Their arrogancy and inſolency againſt Miniſters. | p- 199 


Gifted men compared to Miniſters. | P-201 
The ordinary inſufficiency of Antiminifteriall pretenders to gifts. wp. 202 
Gifts alone make not a Miniſter, P- 204. 
Of St. Paul's rejoycing that any way Chriſt was preached. P. 205 
Providentiall permiſſions not to be urged againſt divine precepts or Infti- 


tutions. | P. 206 
Amntiminifteriall Charader. _ P- 209 
Churches neceſſities how to te ſupplyed in caſes extraordinary. p. 210 
.Of Chriflians uſe of their gifts. Pp» 211 


* Anſwer 


The Table; 


* Anſwer to a Book, called, The peoples priviledge of 
at fk tm maintained _—_ the. Pulpits and args ts be. 
- encroachment. Po214. 
Of Jour tre Prothering on the Lond day : P: 21 
the Week P- 218. 
of tive P P- 220- 
Moriterrof Praiegin neither Popiſh, nor ſuperſtitiouſly pertinacious, 
11s fs of fallen feud Prophet p- 257 
be folly of fa P» 227” 
The fin. and folly of thoſe that applaud them. P. 228: 
The Anthor of this D af no way diſparaging or damping the gifts of God 
in any private Chriſtians. P- 230 
Adleſt Chriſtians muſt friends to hs cps s Pe 231 
Ordinary deluftons in this kinde. P- 232 


The plot of ſetting up Pretenders to. gifts againſt cock Miniſters. p- 233: 
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I'V. Objefiar. The. firſt Cavill or Calumny : 
Againſt the Miniſters of England, as Papall and Antichciſtian, Pp. 237 


Anſw. Papall Uſurpations ne prejudice to Divine Inſtitutions. p, 258 


"The moderation and wiſdome of our Reformers. P- 239 
What ſeparation is. no ſinfull Schiſme. Pp. 244 
of ein Errors, end uncheritableneſſe. P: 245 
Our Miniſtry not Jr Papell authority. P- 247 
True reforming is but a returning to Gods way. P. 248 
Of the Popes pretended Supremacy in England. Pa 249 
= our Reforming. P.25T 
extreames and = in Reformations P. 253: 
e boly uſe of Muſick P-25 


Divine Inſtitutions  ——_— P- 256- 


V. Objeion: The ſecond Cavill 'or Calumny :- 
Againſt Miniſters as ended ly Bi (hops in#he Church of Eng.. p. 259 


Anſw. Of odindts by Biſhips- | p: 269 


Of Biſhops as under | oa 

Of right Epiſeopall order and grvernment inthe Church of Chrig, 4 - 
Reaſons preferring Epiſcopall government before any other Way. *P.263 
Vulgar prejudices againit Bpiſcopacy. p. 27x 
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The other new modes unſatis fattory to many learned ani godly mn 


| | "RAE: 27 
The advantages of Epiſe/pacy againit any other way... = Poa 
7 be Charatter of an excellent Bijbop. Ss Pray 
Of Regulated Epiſcypacy. Loot K, P--278 
B: ſhops pe: ſonal Errors no argument againſe the Offce. P* 279 
IV hat is urged foom the Covenant againſt Epiſcopacy Anſwered. P. 280 
'Prelacy no Popery. : P. 28x 
Fiſhops in England ordaining Presbyters did but their duty P. 283 
Alterations inthe Church how and when tolerable. P: 284 
Epiſcepacy «nd Presbytery reconciled. Th \ P+286 

- Perſonal faults of Biſhops or Presbyters ma) viciate but not vacate atvine duties, 

| P.28 
Ordination by Biſhops and Preshytere. P. 28g 
Of the Peoples power in Ordinatian, + P.291 
People have no power Miniſteriall. | P- 292 
Peoples preſence and aſſiſtance in Ordination. | P. 296 
The virtue of holy Ordtnation. P- 303 
Of Clergy and Laity. ; P- 30 
w bt po ement of Chriſtian Myſteries. P- _ 
Efficacy of right Ordination. P- 308 
7 he Holy Ghoſt given in right Ordination, how. P- 311 
Of Ordination miſapplyed. P- 318 
Infolency of unordained Teachers. P-319 
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Pretending ſpecial Inſpirations and extraordinary gifts beyond any Ordained Mi. 
niſters. 


P. 361 
Anfw. Of the boly Spirit of God in men by way of ſpecial Inſpirations. p. 363 
The trial of it 1:By the Word written. P- 365 

| 2. By the fruits of it. P- 369 

The Influence of Gods Spirit bow diſcerned. P-371 

© The vanity and folly of ſpecious pretences. P- 372 

Of true bolineſſe and reall Saints. P- 375 

V ulgar miſtakes of Inſpirations. 2 P. 377 

Theſe Inſpirators compared t» Miniſters. P.3%2 

The bleſſings enjoyed by ordinary gifts in good Miniſters. p- 386 

The? danger and miſchief of pretenders to ſpeeial! gifts, p- 358 
Blaſphemies cgainſt the Spirit under the preten 
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The excellent and holy uſe of it in ifveral pertr, as toChr. Religion: p+398 
Ferity and Barbarity without Litevitture: i\ © 2,400 
The Devils deſpight againſt ade. arabetene Couch,” P+40t 


of the Gentiles 2: 01 "Enemy learni 
Vater ws to Religion, both as Chriſtian er et pt er 4 5g, LS 
Learried defenders of true Keligion, of ancient and dans timer. | P: 497 
Wliterateneſſe betrazes a Nation to brutiſhneſſe...' | Pt 413 
:Of gracious Chriſtians that are not Book: lanes, | "Ps 41 5 & 431 
Laering fre Miniſters neceſſary I. ene 
2. for the benefit Hof the tiolobril. 9 41s 
Aaſwer to the ObjeAtan,that C Cor nd the Apoſtles were unlearned. Pp. 419 
The Objefors have no cal gifts.  P. 420 
Holy men inſfhred;yet Gelegnedgfufraning P:"423 


Books or monuments of learning : Dr ol af inthe hunch P+ 425 
om of good learning : ſpecially the two famous Univer Co 
; | oc P: 43 2 
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. Ag ainſt Miniſters as Incroachers upon Liberty and Conſcience, '# Munopoli- 
ſers of. Religion, and denyers of that tleration which is defired) wp. 436 


Anſw. Of true Chriſtian Liberty..  Þ-437 
 Thetrue Liberty of the creature bow limited by God. _ P: 439 
Of falſe Liberty. P: 441 
hey of Superiors and Inferiors.. P- 442 
The Devils affetted Liberty... P: 444 
T rue Chriftian Liberty conſiſts with, and ms by, good government 'in 
Church and State. p. 445 Falſe li liberty deſtrutt.to the true. pe447. - 
Of licentiouſneſſe and inoleradte tolerations. © \ 10 448 
Coercive wayes in Civil and religious ſocieties appointed by God. p-450 
How Chriſtian moderation differs from looſe and PR boleration. pu 453 1 
Chriſtians nuift not be Scepticks and unſetled. __Poa4g2 - 
True.temper between Tyrannyand Toleration.,. P: 453+ 
A means topreſerve Truth and Peace amidſt different inns; Pag55 
. Some toleration is but a ſubtiler perſecution... - 'P-g58: 
Beſt Ebriſtians ftrifleſt in looſe times. ; P: 460. 
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Of Tithes as tad, « Ecrenenia, Typical | b | 1.7 %, 3Þ+:469 
Of. Tithes before the Moſaic Non Foiwh WeXitalicd be dB 

Of Tithes as duet#\Chriſt and bis Evageliod Minifty, ..:) + | | P-47 
Titbes not Popiſh, nor Antichriftian. | oY, 11 P+ 474 
Of. Titkes put into.Lay tenure ad penſions. ” ',  Þ-476 
Of Tithes, as too much for Miniſters. | | | \111P- 478 
Plea for the married Clergy, \P+ pc 


Antidecimiſis fattors for Romi Celihecy of ingle lifeof MiniSlers, + P: 429 
1he Roniſp _ td overtbyow-1 ſet lewd maintenance of Ref. Miniſters.p. 483 
 Coveto»jneſſe a g/rai hinderance of Keformation,” '- 2 (alt 1 PI4Bs 
True piety large hearted and open handed. P--437 
Cf the poverty and unſetled maintenance of Priniine Biſhuprand Pear 
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The hone 8 Farmer ſatisfied inpoint of Tithes. Len tt LOT 
Sacrileage a wound to Conſcience, and peſt to Eſtates. : i P4964 
The work. and hon.r of the Miniſtry recommended to the - .- -P-496 
The burden and miſchief likely to owe the taking away 9h maintenance 

from Miniſters. $0339) "N + ip. 499 
The pot to ſtarve the Reformed Religitn.. WA" 8 BE, - +  P-$9t 
Of Miniſters ſupport by Mechanick trades. .\ + NS I p: 502 
Sordid ſpirits are moſt againft Minifters. \ «0 0 Pp. 593 
Generoſity of good C briſtians to the Clergy. Is © -Þ- 504 
The Jeſuitick, genius is Antid:cimall. B30 Þ _ *\paze5 
The inſolency of avarice is chiefly againſt Minifterr« . \ | © 06 
Worth Mintiters merit thelr maintenance. . C1 THAT ERTOE 'P- . 507 
Minifers comfortiin openly. .- ; 'P-.509 
Their plea for their rights by law and merit, if no w Tithe-oweting; oY uTICome= 

ly, 10 
Tiew truſt in Gods all-ſufficiency. s tab CAIRN .-Þ Ho 
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Ag Miſſters ſeditious, EE” 9g wL dei « wo ILY 
Afifie. Of Miniſter evileuſani. x2 vi» Jj21- 
Prapmatich,-Minifttr) injuriewe ofa, P 524; 
Then errors of ſome not imputable to all. ''P.5 ; 


The peaceable temper. of the beſt Mniſters. P- 526 
A touch of the Engagement. P- 528 
Tuſt protedtion requires due ſubjedion in piety, prudence and WPI P-530 
The couraye and freedom of Miniſters in their proper ſphear and calling. p. 55 1 
Miniſters the leſt they flatter men,the more "_o love them,and " to be loved 


and pratefied by them, | eee 535, 
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Tt is dangerows now to plead for, or protec the Miniſtry aud Miniſters of he 
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Church of England. P: 537 
Anſw. Mans cowardiſe in Religious concernments. P-537 
Miniſters ſubmit their perſons and callingto the vote and ſentence of this —_ 
P- 53 
The merit? which the Miniſtry hath upon this Church and Nation. p. 539 
Eight particulars ſummarily cs for M niffers. .P- 540 
Miniſters hope andexpeti - Netion than extirpation or 
4 AQ P- 545 
p-547 
p-549 
Antiminiſteriall boafting ang i | a 
iſteri ing P- 547+ $52 
Addreſſe to thoſe of the Mi | valiant ſouldiers cannot bee 
enemies tothe Miniftry. P-553 
Miniftry to. be preſerned in reaſen of State. | P-554- 
Pathetick 10 true and worthy Miniſters in their ſufferings or fears. p+556- 
—_— With godly Biſhops and worn 1h - Þ- 568 
Excitation to primitive conflancy and pati P-568 
Miniflers ought to recant publiquely, if fomfiemins to fraud or falſity. p.5.70 
Exbortations of Miniſters to unity. P-575 
To ſpeciall diligence andjexattneſſe. p- 578. 
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Peroration; recommending the Miniſtry to publique love and prot: _ p- 586 


1. From truepolicy. Tg 
2,” From the light of Ndſure' 30 0 2 1G 1.5 $831 
3. Fram-its. excellency and neceſſity, —  — © p. 586 © 
Concluſion. Excufing the Autbors prolixity, freedonme and fervoure © * 'pe 537 / 
Deprecating offence,and craving acceptance of all execellent Chriſtians, p« 599 
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Chriſtian Reader; thele and ſome other Errats's have eſcaped 


 thecare uſedin Printing ; andare, againſt the Authors and Es 7 
Printers will, left, as exerciſes of thy judgment and candor | - 7 CEE © 


Errata inthe Epiſtle. 
pag. line.read. ſor. 7 | P- [A | a % 5 | 6, : - | : © 
p. b. 7. ff 10, 12, Princef, Pcincefle ' "22. gentle for great " 


a 2, 7. diſtempers for 2.5. ſoon for far 42. 7. their for the 
; = cnemics, 21, I. :revolutions for 8. ſerling for ſerting 


Jo mer being Revelations | 43. 15, wantonly, 


5. 30. motive for motion | 24. 23- ſupport f. wiſdom | 
6. 7. 6urvied for outvived fas 4. dele, by eltcem 


Ecrata in the Book. | 5 | < tl 


pax. line. read. for, _— ER: DS 
_ * - 
F Wh f 343.10, their beauty ,35 terrier , pine Ss "24 
3. m, exploranit for ex-| 351. 6, addnort ſtrongly - 43. thrifty | h | T 
licant| 260, m.nurba Re, | 466, men for mention © | 
5 Non diif, mords | 260, gt. Add no more juſt | 469. 25. de/, with a good 
9. 36.7, conſcientiouſty ; arguments will and 
19. m. putredo 2.74. m Imitatoyes f,iniato= | 470.25. in piey/; impicty 
21. 19, Add ſo much as the res,--vigiles for igitur | 477. 37.colle&ions for cu- 
. law, &c.| 275. wgtoT moron congriea llomes 
25. 26, pathetick for po=| 278.3.«ddofthem 41.12. impuricy for im- 
lirick | 279, 3. temperament for parity 
49- 23. formation for ſu- remperance | 492. 18, ad. give him.. * 
mation | 287, Prov. 11.14,f, Rom. | 530. 93, add moſt promis 
59. 35. piercing rf, 273 7.meſtling f. wreſtin \ lngg&c. ” 
TT, f. YI 20, powerMi iſteri $38.7.7. vain babling for. 
62, m.Reg, 7ur.f. Reg. Facob.| 378. m. Artibus | vain bleflings 
107. r, 1- AS 3 84. 22.1nſpiratoes 539. 37. fervent rayers 
» 114. 23 peculiar f. popular |.388. 9. tine weed for true | 541. 21.terrors for errors 
117, 43. body for badge | ; weed | $47.41. 7. odde pieces . | 
120, 41. del. men 7, ſhewing for ſhining | 549. 35. 7,morcal Angels | | * 
113.7, £ oy 400. m. cum non, (Tc. 575. 1, unity for yerity . 
2.23.14. looſencſs f, ceneſs | 406.8, belecver for unbe- 2. dele would be : 
225.28. adulatory for adul- leever | 577.24. undertaking for | 
rerate | 493. Z, yet it were ſor if it | underſtanding } 
23 3- 8. chan their gifrs-can| we:e (578.18 ſpread for ſpend | 
oe good. | 430.'1. aſhes ſor ages 584, 16.medling f. niudling 
237. The firſt Cavill, 431. 36. del, not: and read | 590, 5, mee for men 
236, m. Srob, f, Amb. A b F Sn ” good | 593-25. Conley f, Lo 
241, 18, T8 dixgios Sei 449-41. fintull bondage [594 27, (o manyf, ſo may. 
: mvmoSvxora 463. 2, bends for binds | pM el ro ” 
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